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POOR LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 



/ 



RETURN to an Ordeb of the Honourable The House of CommoRt, 
dated 22 March i842;-^or, 



RETURN of the Average Annual Expenditure of the Parishes comprised 
in each Union in Eikgland an(} Waks^ for the Relief and Maintenance of 
the Poor, in the Three Years prior to the Declaration of the Union;— Of 
the Sum expended in every Union for the Year ending the 25th day 
of March 1840, specifying the Sum expended in Salaries and Establish* 
ment Charges ; — The Sum expended in Out-door Relief, and the Sum 
expended in In-door Relief; — Orders for Relief out of the House given since 
the passing of the said Act by Justices of the Peace, and communicated to 
Boards of Guardians, specifying on whom the Orders were made, and what 
Relief was given. 



(Mr. Escott.) 



Ordired, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

5 April 1842, 
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Digitized by 



Google 



RETURN OF ANNUAL AVBRAOE EXPENDITURE IN EACH UNION, 



RETURN of the Aybragb Annual Expbkditurb of the Parishes comprised in each Union in 
England and Walesy for the Relief and Maintenance of the Poor, in the Three Years prior to 
the declaration of the Union; — Of the Sum expended in every Union for the Year ending the 
25th day of March 1840; specifying the Sum expended in Salaries and Establishment 
Charges, the Sum expended in Out-door Relief, and the Sum expended in In-door Relief. 



Note. — ^The Unions marked thus (*) not haying made a Return for the whole Year, the defi- 
ciency has been estimated. 

The Salaries stated include not only those of the Officers of the Workhouse, but also those of 
the Medical Officers and Relieving Officers, who are engaged in the administration of Out-relief, 
and of all the Officers of the Union. 



ENGLAND. 





Average Anuaal 


Expended daring the Year ended 25th Match 1840 ^-.for 




Expenditure 












for R^i«r. &c to 










UNIONS. 


the Poor, 












in the 


In- 


Out- 


EttablUhment 






Three Years 






and 


TOTAL. 




prior to Union. 


Malntenanoe. 


Relief. 


Sakiries. 


- 


Bedford : 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


. .A, , 


Ampthill .... 


X4,6Q7 , 

25,7 re 


1«064 


8,872 


1,277 


6,708 


Bedford - .. . . 


1,668 


i 6,961 


1,777 


.10,^86 


Biggleswade - . - 
Lei^ton Buzzard 


12,872 


1,613 


4,842 


1,204 


7,,^69 


11,257 


784 


8,074 


1,822 


6,180 


Luton- - . * . 


9,016 


l^ei6 


8,146 


981 


6,443 


Wobum ..... 


1<M)39 


882 


2,696 


1,1W 


4,ri6 


Brbks: 












Abingdon - - . . 
Bradfield .... 


14,467 


1,286 


4,736 


1,821 


7,841 


12,758 


1,697 


4,021 


1,671 


7,189 


Cookham - . - . 


8,046 


1,318 


664 


1,120 


2,992 


East Hampstead ... 


2,700 


686 


1,829 


460 


2,424 


Faringdon - - -' - 


13,124 


1,218 


8,929 


1,686 


6,733 


Hungerford - • . 
Newbury .... 


16,818 


1,176 


6,420 


1,334 


8,929 


15,203 


1,680 


8,046 


1,681 


11,307 


Rfadmg .... 


8,170 


1,791 


2,224 


948 


4,963 


Wallin|ford 


13,164 


932 


6,331 


1,336 


7,698 


Wantage .... 


16,276 


1,162 


6,699 


1,219 


8,070 


Windsor .... 


8,368 


2,674 


1,892 


1,349 


6,816 


Wokingham ... 


8,168 


1,806 


8,917 


1,102 


6,326 


Buckingham : 












Amersham - 


11,629 


1,162 


6,166 


1,698 


7,926 


Aylesburv - - 
Buckingham ... 


26,221 


769 


8,644 


2,011 


11,414 


14,128 


1,068 


6,099 


1,724 


7,886 


Eton 


12,964 


2,181 


2,780 


1,676 


6,636 


Newport Pagnell 

Winslow .... 


17,277 


1,206 


6,037 


1,492 


8,734 


11,291 


698 


8,112 


760 


4,670 


Wycombe .... 


30,012 


2,292 


11,700 


1,860 


16,842 


ClMBBIDGB : 












Cambridge - - - ^ - 


9,907 


2,803 


2,794 


8,661 


8,768 


Caxton & Arrington - 


6,884 


776 


2,944 


1,098 


4,818 


Chesterton .... 


12,297 


966 


6,894 


1,223 


9,083 


Ely 


18,777 


876 


4,076 


1,181 


6,181 


Linton - . - . 


10,647 


1,267 


6,291 


1,406 


7,963 


Newmarket- ... 


18,191 


1,778 


10,630 


2,157 


14,660 


North Witchford 


6,726 


1,616 


2,660 


8,268 


7,334 


Wittlesev .... 
Wisbeacli .... 


4,010 


261 


997 


616 


1,763 


17,386 


1»862 


8,384 


3,640 


18,886 
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IN THREE TEARS PRIOR TO THE D|£CI«ARATION OF THE UNION. 





Average Aiunial 

Ezpeoditore 

for Relief, &c to 

the Poor, 

in the 

Three Year* 

prioir to Union. 


Expended daring the Year ended 25th March 1840 ^-for 


UNIONS. 


In- 
Maintenance. 


Out- 
Relief. 


Ettablishmeiit 

and 

Salaries. 


lOTAL. 


Cbestbb.: 


JC. 


JC. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Altri^cham - - - - 
Boughton, Great ' 
Congleton - - - . 


^9,885 

10,038' 

8,076 


932 
567 
588 


5,571 

6,470 
5,106 


1,671 

878 

1,252 


8,074 
7,905 
6,896 


Macclesfield 

Nantwich . . - - 

Northwich - - - 


11,520 
15,181 
10,366 


1,996 
987 
460 


7,146 
6,830 
6,015 


1,344 
1,803 
2,667 


10,486 
9,670 
9,042 


Runcorn - - - - 
Stockport . • - - 
Wirrall - . - - 


'' 6,880 ' 
8,119 
8,674 


1,981 
446 


6,407 
6,309 
1,614 


642 
2,264 

888 


6,049 

10,494 

2,798 


Cornwall : 












Austell, St- 

Bodmin - . - . 
Camelforcl .... 
Columb, St, Major 


8,424 
6,660 
2,865 
5,718 


818 
656 


5,444 
4,776 
2,836 
3,768 


1,246 
730 
264 
872 


7,508 
6,062 
2,600 
4,636 


Falmouth .... 
Germans, St. - • - 
Helston - - . . 
Launceston - - - - 
Liskeard - - . - 


5,050 
6,181 
7,515 
6,297 
11,524 


1,376 
627 
863 
447 
682 


8,189 
8,561 
8,884 
3,619 
7,368 


916 

906 

926 

1,148 

1,434 


5,431 
5,094 
5,672 
5,214 
9,484 


Penzance - - - - 
Redruth .... 
Stratton .... 
Truro - 


6,812 

8,485 

8,628 

11,869 


1,465 
1,955 

1,618 


2.482 
3,622 
3,080 
6.466 


1,336 

1,300 

222 

1,304 


5,273 
6,877 
3,311 
9,882 


CCMBBKLAIVD : 












Alston .... 
Bootle .... 
Brampton • - - - 


1,912 
1,802 
2,884 


J 148 
847 
847 


903 

698 

1,312 


266 
382 
892 


1,811 
1,377 
2,051 


Carlble .... 
Cockermonth ... 
Longtown - - - - 


5,752 
7,435 

2,848 


1,468 
962 
502 


8,128 

4,787 
1,428 


1,411 
828 
696 


6,002 
6,577 
2,626 


Penrith .... 
Whitehaven . - - 
Wigton .... 


6,199 
5,775 
5,182 


1,089 

1,718 

621 


8,688 
8,278 
3,275 


1,266 
996 
608 


5,948 
5,986 
4,499 


Dbrbt: • 








, 




Rakewell .... 
Belper ." . . . 
Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Chesterfield 


6,658 

10,057 

2,344 

8,874 


464 
1,048 

• • 

846 


4,653 
3,864 
1,979 
4,993 


894 
1,160 

268 
1,877 


6,011 
6,062 
2,232 
7,216 


Derby - - 
Glossop . . . - 
Hayfield .... 
Shardlow .... 


5,460 
.1,075 
1,500 
9,122 


1,269 
388 

• - 

687 


1,236 

667 

1,661 

4,637 


2,088 
825 
289 

1,063 


4,593 
1,820 
1,840 
6,277 


Devon : 












Axminster - •- - . • 
Barnstaple - - - . 
Birteford - - - - 
Crediton .... 


10,218 

11,677 

7,888 

12,814 


1,012 
680 
769 
662 


6,597 
7,427 
4,150 
8,951 


1,961 
1,260 
1,119 
1,992 


9,570 

9,867 

6,038 

11,606 


East Stonehouse ... 
Holsworthy . - - 
Honiton .... 
Kingsbridge ... 


2,080 

4,173 

10,244 

9,069 


692 

786 
1,823 


1,260 
8,060 
8,245 
6,768 


851 

871 

1,171 

1,404 


2,808 

8,431 

10,202 

9,485 


Newton Abbot - 
Qkehampton ... 
Plympton . - . - 
South Molten - 


16,756 
9,157 
8,962 
8,653 


1,605 
481 

1,054 
912 


11,250 
6,437 
6,133 
5,811 


2,647 
867 
968 

1,233 


16,402 
6,776 
8,140 
7,966 


Tavistock .... 
Thomas, St - • - 
Tiverton .... 
Torrington .... 
Totnes .... 


8,647 
19,397 
18,215 

7,416 
18,879 


943 
1,669 
1,616 

798 
1,710 


5,679 

12,305 

12,426 

5,263 

9,743 


1,162 
8,023 
2,422 
753 
l,f.26 


7,784 
16,897 
16,464 

6,804 
12,979 
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Average Annual 


£zp«iided ddring the Year ended 25lh March 1840;— for 




Expendiiure 
for Relief, «M. to 


' ' 


















UNIONS. 


the Poor 
hit^e 


III- 


Oot- 


fisUblishmeni 






Three Yean 






and 


TOTAL. 




prior to Union. 


Maintenaiice. 


Relief. 


Salaries. 




Dobset: 


£. 


£. 


£• 


£. 


£. 


BeamitiBter ... 


8,408 


780 


6,536 


1,237 


7,553 


Blandford - - . 


8,387 


816 


4,904 


983 


6,653 


Bridpdrt * . - - 


7,209 


759 


4,035 


1,118 


6,912 


Cerne . . - - 


8,472 


616 


2,119 


706. ' 


3,440 


Dorchtoter - - - - 


7,041 


699 


4,046 


1,189 


5,934 


Poole- .V. . - 


5,334 


987 


2,196 


1,305 


4,487 


Shaftesbury ... 


8,882 


763 


4,489 


1,320 


6,572 


Sherborne - - - - 


6,261 


571 


3,434 


1,648 


5,553 


Sturminster . - - 


6,666 


897 


3,961 


837 


5,195 


Wareham • - - - - 


8,322 


742 


6,386 


1,141. 


8,269 


Weymouth - - - - 


6,213 


775 


8,739 


1,174 


5,688 


"Wimbdrue - - - - 


7,991 


1,295 


5,167 


1,039 


7,501 


Durham : 












Auckland . - - - 


4,674 


236 


2,360 


466 


8,062 


Chester-le-Street - - - 


7^180 


338 


4,045 ' 


586 


4,969 


Darlington - - - - 


6,806 


541 


3,848 


765 


5,144 


Durham . - - - 


6,015 


589 


2,604 


692 


3,785 


Easington - - - - 
Gateshead - - - - 


1,259 


- 


1,061 


124 


1,185 


9,011 


912 


6,428 


938 


7,278 


Houffhton-le-Spring - 
Lanchester . - - - 


4,606 


124 


3,026 


432 


3,682 


3,077 


. 


1,909 


276 


2,185 


Sedgefield . - - - 
South Shields - 


2,088 


147 


1,286 


325 


1,758 


9,029 


973 


4,512 


696 


6,181 


Stockton ... - 


7,376 


668 


8,938 


787 


5,288 


Sunderland 


10,980 


1,548 


8,488 


1,413 


11,394 


Teesdale - . - - 


7,730 


755 


4,146 


839 


6,740 


Weardale - . - - 


3,690 


267 


3,034 


532 


8,888 


Essex: 












Billericay - - - - 


8,569 


976 


3,235 


824 


5,035 


Braintree - - - 


13,448 


1,715 


7,708 


1,981 


11,404 


Chelmsford 


19,248 


1,944 


11,241 


2,163 


15,338 


Colchester - - - - 


10,156 


1,067 


3,643 


1,800 


6,510 


Dunmow - - - - 


20,206 


1,474 


10,910 


1,717 


14,101 


EpDing .... 
BLalsted . . - - 


9,242 


961 


3,120 


1,265 


5,346 


16,821 


861 


6,028 


2,375 


9,264 


Lexden and Winstree - 


16,889 


972 


5,647 


1,498 


8,117 


Maldon - - - . 


14,229 


2,417 


4,868 


1,564 


8,839 


Ongar .... 


6,440 


914 


2,663 


1,476 


4,948 


Orsett . . - - 


5,606 


1,269 


2,320 


1,102 


4,691 


Rochford .... 


9,852 


1,776 


2,639 


1,786 


6,100 


Romford - 


11, '968 


2,872 


4,069 


1,588 


8,519 


Saffron Walden - 


16,373 


712 


8,727 


1,247 


10,686 


Tendring . - - - 


20,346 


2,189* 


6,983 


2,738 


11,910 


West Ham .... 


14,714 


8,994 


3,752 


2,768 


10,504 


Witham . - . - 


9,587 


1,324 


3,162 


1,294 


5,780 


GliOUCKSTBR : 












Cheltenham ... 


5,770 


2,020 


3,149 


1,459 


6,628 


Chipping Sodbury 


8,021 


582 


4,163 


979 


5,724 


Cirencester - - . - 


10,777 


932 


4,136 


1,718 


6,781 


Clifton .... 


17,863 


3,173 


8,854 


2,684 


14,711 


Dursley - - - - 


10,931 


1,432 


5,666 


1,271 


8,869 


Gloucester . . . - 


7,513 


902 


3,409 


1,451 


5,762 


Newent . - - . 


5,093 


526 


2,087 


721 


3,934 


Northleach . - - . 


5,922 


460 


2,720 


950 


4,130 


Stow-on-the-Wold 


4,691 


413 


2,036 


944 


3,393 


Stroud .... 


12,755 


2,258 


8,099 


2,268 


12,626 


Tetbury . - - - 


3,216 


197 


1,004 


342 


1,643 


Tewkesbury - - - 


7,710 


911 


2,709 


1,087 


4,707 


Thombury . * - - 


6,641 


1,749 


2,982 


1,685 


6,366 


Westbary - - - - 


3,466 


513 


1,918 

1 t\nA 


609 


3,040 
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Average Annual 


Kipended d4iring the Year ended 26th March 1840 ;— for 




Expenditure 
fwRdwf,&c.to 




















UNIONS. 


the Poor 
hi the 


In- 


Out- 


Establishment 






Three Years 






and 


TOTAL. 




prior to Unio«. 


Maintenance. 


Relief. 


Salaries. 




Hbbeford — continued. 


£. 


£. 


i. 


£. 


£. 


Hereford - - - - 


10,086 


033 


6,226 


1,600 


7,767 


Ledbury - . - - 


6,420 


373 


3,624 


1,046 


4,942 


6,678 


680 


2,000 


727 


8,497 


Leominster - - - - 


6,022 


616 


3,366 


718 


4,589 


Ross 


6,426 


923 


3,060 


020 


6,812 


Weobly - . . * 


4,462 


488 


1,610 


789 


2,887 


Hbbtford : 












Albans, St. - - - 


8,868 


1,860 


1,000 


1,287 


4,106 


Bamet - - - - 


6,088 


1,366 


2,065 


1,702 


6,213 


Berkhampetead - - - 


7,763 


640 


2,678 


744 


3,071 


Bishop Stortford - - - 


17,481 


1,404 


6,800 


1,458 


0,662 


Buntingford ... 
Hatfield .... 


4,616 


663 


1,465 


768 


2,876 


3,177 


'004 


446 


885 


1,784 


Hemel Hempstead 


6,674 


807 


1,263 


1,177 


8,327 


Hertford . - - - 


8,202 


1,805 


2,003 


014 


5,122 


Hitchin .... 


11,807 


1,418 


6,160 


1,500 


8,077 


Royston - - - . 


10,231 


1,207 


4,411 


1,247 


6,866 


Ware 


12,181 


1,082 


3,062 


1,053 


6,087 


Watford . . . - 


8,473 


1,484 


2,266 


1,214 


4,004 


Welwyn .... 


.1,116 


316 


244 


828 


888 


Huntingdon : 












Huntingdon - . - 


11,786 


800 


6,336 


1,627 


7,753 


Ives, St. . . . - 


11,286 


002 


6,386 


1,408 


7,786 


Neots,St - ' 


13,060 


087 


6,330 


1,007 


8,423 


Kbnt : 












Ashford, East 


10,236 


1,002 


3,443 


1,017 


5,652 


A8hford,West - 


0,407 


1,167 


3,187 


1,063 


6,407 


Blean .... 


10^16 


421 


2,671 


710 


3,711 


Bridge 


8,402 


1,007 


2,016 


747 


8,859 


Bromley . - - - 


8,101 


♦1,224 


2,664 


1,643 


6,481 


Cranbrook - - - - 


11,881 


2,144 


3,726 


1,176 


7,045 


Dartford .... 


11,620 


1,806 


1,084 


2,026 


6,766 


Dover .... 


10,074 


2,106 


3,400 


1,610 


7,038 


Eastry . . . - 


18,008 


2,433 


3,284 


1,350 


7,017 


Elham .... 


10,710 


1,018 


2,666 


1,272 


4,066 


Faversham . . . - 


16,646 


1,465 


4,000 


1,416 


6,881 


Gravesend . - - - 


6,618 


1,164 


846 


707 


2,707 


Greenwich - - . - 


22,674 


7,610 


6,880 


3,407 


19,806 


Hollingbourn . . - 


18,400 


2,008 


4,813 


2,538 


0,360 


Hoo 


2,410 


841 


686 


460 


1,887 


Lewisham . - • - 


6,680 


1,617 


1,567 


2,213 


6,887 


Maidstone . . - - 


24,043 


2,442 


7,701 


2,479 


12,622 


Mailing - . • - 


16,220 


1,807 


6,778 


1,504 


9,080 


Medway - . - - 


12,646 


4,220 


3,678 


2,118 


10,016 


Milton .... 


11,107 


1,272 


2,442 


860 


4,664 


North Aylesford ... 
Romney Marsh ... 
Seven Oaks ... 


8,400 


1,020 


8,223 


1,058 


5,801 


6,008 . 


880 


1,200 


658 


2,602 


^8,370 


1,724 


4,474 


1,800 


7,998 


Sheppev - . . - 
Tenterden . - - - 


6,606 


1,096 


1,406 


079 


8,480 


12,611 


1,240 


8,283 


1,116 


6,608 


Thanet .... 


13,263 


2,677 


3,001 


1,382 


7,1)60 


Tonbridge . - - . 


16,002 


2,026 


6,308 


1,687 


0,921 


Lancaster : 












Blackburn 


8,440 


1,203 


4,280 


1,993 


7,486 


Bolton . . . - 


0,863 


♦1,728 


12,340 


2,434 


ie,502 


Burnley . - - . 


8,604 


1,067 


6,701 


1,461 


0,819 


Bury 


... 


• 


no return. 


— 


... 


Chorley . - - - 


6,030 


1,601 


3,164 


1,276 


6,081 


Chorlton - * • - 


0,013 


707 


3,203 


1,188 


d«098 


Clitheroe . . - - 


6,110 


401 


4,471 


737 


6,600 


Fylde .... 
Garstang - - . - 
Haslingden . . - - 


4,160 


850 


2,471 


664 


8,876 


4,067 


♦270 


2,680 


478 


8,428 


. . - 


- 


no return. 


— 


— 


Lancaster - . - - 


- - - 


* . 


no return. 


— 


— • 


Leigii 


3,661 


860 


3,127 


613 


4,600 
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Lancaster — continued. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Oldham - - - 


... 


^ . 


no return. 


_ 


__ 


Ormskirk - . . - 


5,188 


517 


2,675 


723 


8,916 


Prescot - . . - 


6,002 


1,268 


8,201 


1,129 


5,593 


Prestoa - - . . 


11,347 


3,819 


6,822 


2,238 


12,879 


Salford .... 


7,056 


2,466 


2,981 


2,468 


7,860 


Todmorden .... 


. 


- 


no return. 


— 


— 


Ulveratone .... 


9,688 


1,402 


4,4U 


1,308 


7,121 


Warrington ... 


6,984 


1,189 


4,709 


499 


6,897 


West Derby 


6,824 


1,129 


3,269 


789 


6,177 


Wigan .... 


8,486 


1,424 


5,728 


2,339 


9,486 


LsiCBffTER : 












Ashby-de*la-Zouch 


8,442 


904 


8,688 


1,127 


5,719 


Barrowupon-Soar 


7,488 


681 


4,198 


942 


5,816 


Billesdon .... 


5,066 


218 


2,107 


549 


2,869 


Blaby 

Hinckley .... 


9,145 


665 


8,272 


881 


4,718 


7,228 


795 


3,006 


924 


4,725 


Leicester .... 


12,274 


2,172 


7,240 


2,902 


12,814 


Ix)aghboroagh - • . 


7,086 


1,181 


8,740 


1,869 


6,786 


Lutterworth ... 


8,584 


348 


8,090 


1,218 


4,656 


Market Bosworlh 


7,101 


362 


3,404 


820 


4,586 


Market Harboro' 


14,677 


466 


5,589 


866 


6,920 


Melton Mowbray 


9,488 


775 


2,724 


1,097 


4,596 


Lincoln : 












Boston .... 


16,705 


1,686 


5,580 


2,019 


9,135 


Bourn .... 


8,506 


796 


8,314 


911 


6,021 


Caistor .... 


10,489 


920 


4,168 


1,245 


6,328 


Gainsboroueh ... 


8,265 


867 


4,677 


1,264 


6,698 


Glanford Brigg ... 


10,547 


977 


4,706 


1,386 


7,069 


Grantham .... 


9,825 


1,148 


8,408 


1,270 


6,816 


Holbeach .... 


10,364 


1,097 


2,910 


1,282 


6,289 


Horncastle - - . . 


12,520 


867 


6,679 


1,201 


7,647 


Lincoln .... 


9,985 


1,247 


8,978 


1,490 


6,710 


Lonth .... 


17,838 


1,159 


7,143 


1,404 


9,706 


Sleaford .... 


9,088 


861 


8,545 


1,108 


5,504 


Spalding .... 


11,968 


1,208 


i2,251 


1,601 


5,060 


' Stamford ' - II 


14,822 
, 6,599 


1,494 
700 


6,876 
, 2,628 


1,528 
1,108 


' 9,898 
4,431 


MlDDLBSEX: 












Bcthnal Green - - .- 


14,218 


4,776 


3,299 


2,050 


10,125 


Brentford - . - - 


13,779 


3,297 


4,017 


3,666 


10,880 


Edmonton • . - - 


22,821 


8,088 


6,745 


3,707 


14,435 


George, St., East 


17,706 


8,061 


3,070 


1,729 


12,860 


Hackney . . . - 


18,272 


8,571 


4,020 


2,912 


10,603 


Hendon .... 


8,573 


1,970 


1,345 


2,577 


5,892 


Hdbom .... 


16,781 


4,292 


, 2,046 


3,009 


9,347 


Kensington .... 


29,028 


9,395 


7,834 


^4,143 


21,872 


London, City ... 


59,941 


19,858 


22,328 


3,969 


46,155 


Ditto, East 


^ 19,233 


7,106 


3,733 


3,645 


14,484 


Ditto, West . 


17,622 


5,631 


2,883 


5,414 


13,928 


Martin, St, Fields 


. • . 


no returns. 


— 


— 


— - 


Poplar .... 


15,869 


2,797 


4,180 


2,202 


9,179 


Staines - - 


6,908 


1,384 


8,292 


1,584 


6,210 


Stepney .... 


27,800 


9,367 


5,524 


4,848 


19,724 


Strand - . . 


22,115 


6,688 


2,984 


8,871 


18,493 


Uxbridge .... 
Whitechapel 


8,488 


1,287 


2,165 


1,893 


4,845 


23,086 


6,620 


5,576 


4,621 


16,717 


Monmouth : 












Abergavenny ... 


6,817 


467 


8,376 


978 


4,815 


Chepstow .... 


5,889 


791 


3,195 


772 


4,758 


Monmouth .... 


7,874 


756 


3,937 


1,076 


5,769 


Newport .... 


7,058 


-614 


4,470 


1,359 


6,448 


Pontypool .... 


6,084 


179 
1 


2,110 


747 


3,042 
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Norfolk : 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Aylsham . - - - 
Blofield .... 


20,891 


968 


6,866 


1,684 


9,448 


6,816 


1,027 


2,665 


1,147 


4,839 


Depwade .... 


24,008 


1,317 


9,969 


1,823 


13,109 


Docking . - - - 


16,840 


614 


6,046 


2,218 


8,878 


Downh^ .... 


11,607 


990 


4,293 


1,529 


6,812 


Erpingham .... 


16,534 


1,251 


6,997 


1,967 


10,206 


Faith, St. . . . - 


10,625 


942 


4,767 


1,064 


6,773 


Freebridge Lynn ... 


8,952 


462 


8,677 


1,101 


6,230 


GuUtcroBS - - - - 


10,838 


770 


4,881 


1,392 


6,648 


Henstead . . . - 


10,281 


689 


4,437 


1,388 


6,614 


Kine's Lynn - - - 
Loddon & Claverinff - 
Mitford & Launditch - 


9,471 


1,426 


4,061 


1,249 


6,726 


6,439 


1,240 


2,666 


1,418 


6,808 


26,684 


1,644 


9,066 


1,997 


12,706 


Swafiham - - • - 


12,089 


1,027 


6,004 


1,671 


7,602 


Thetford .... 


10^408 


626 


4,169 


1,866 


6,140 


Wakingham 


21,101 


855 


8,420 


1,759 


11^084 


Wayland - - - - 


9,460 


630 


8,746 


1,227 


6,602 


Yarmouth, Great 


t7,076 


2,118 


2,894 


1,806 


6,817 














Flcgg, East & West - 
Forehoe - - - - 


2,827 


681 


1,422 


716 


2,819 


12,450 


1,079 


8,309 


1,040 


6,428 


Tunstead & Happing - 


10,027 


848 


8,634 


1,204 


6,i^81 


NoBTHAMPTOir : 












Brackley - - . . 


11,748 


666 


4,448 


1,404 


6,618 


I Brixworth . . . - 


12,469 


650 


6,265 


1,659 


7,474 


Daventry - - . • 


16,554 


1,220 


6,404 


1,769 


8,393 


Hardingstone . . - 


6,616 


486 


2,370 


696 


3,502 


Kettering . - - - 


15,754 


1,048 


7,078 


1,654 


9,780 


Northampton ... 


8,458 


1,081 


3,408 


1,157 


6,646 


Oundle .... 


8,901 


867 


3,343 


1,128 


6,388 


Peterboroi^h . . - 


10,492 


1,126 


4,810 


967 


6,902 


Potterspury . - - 


7,316 


456 


2,209 


479 


?.M8 


Thrapston . - . - 


8,801 


837 


4,158 


1,474 




Towcester . - - - 


10,882 


616 


8,924 


1,206 


6,746 


Wellingborongh ... 


14,782 


820 


6,845 


1,341 


8,006 


NOSTHUMBBRLAKD : 












Alnwick . . • • 


6,888 


878 


4,012 


766 


6,146 


Belford .... 


2,826 


68 


1,609 


898 


2,060 


Bellingham • . - 


8,224 


• . 


2,876 


. 271 


2,647 


Berwick.on-Tweed 


8,442 


821 


6,188 


950 


6,909 


Castle Ward 


' 6,744 


848 


8,308 


409 


4,060 


Glendale .... 


6,688 


176 


8,756 


697 


4,529 


Haltwhistle. 


1,977 


176 


810 


269 


1,246 


Hexham • - - - 


8,908 


921 


6,896 


849 


- 7,666 


Morpeth , . . - 


6,816 


279 


8,842 


620 


4,641 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 


16,049 


8,116 


10,499 


8,724 


17,839 


Rotbbory .... 


8,706 


85 


2,868 


818 


8,271 


Tynemouth - '^. - . 


18,140 


1,088 


8,177 


944 


10,169 


Noi'mrQHAM : 












Basford • . . . 


18,718 


1,441 


8,269 


1,131 


10,841 


Bingham -. . - - 


4,886 


261 


1,460 


506 


2,226 


East Retford 


7,476 


659 


3,670 


1,091 


6,820 


Mansfield - - - . 


7,487 


898 


4,530 


1,161 


6,589 


Newark - - 


8,965 


1,150 


8,161 


1,350 


5.651 


Nottingham . - - - 


11,150 


4,409 


6,786 


2,961 


14,156 


Radford .... 


2,613 


728 


1,288 


837 


2,848 


Southwell - - - - 


7,859 


825 


8,627 


966 


6,418 


Worksop .... 


6,166 


448 


2,986 


1,099 


4,638 


Oxford : 












Banbury - . . - 


26,666 


1,086 


10,828 


1,489 


12,908 


Bicester . . - - 


15,327 


986 


4,197 


1,482 


6,666 


Chipping Norton 
Headington . . - 


11,001 


861 


4,686 


1,490 


6,977 


7,648 


087 


2,986 


1,062 


4,684 
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Oxford^ — continueiL 


L 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Henley .... 


12,477 


1,448 


6,838 


1,886 


8,107 


Thame .... 


19,101 


1,126 


8,256 


1,692 


11,07« 


Witney - - - - 


20,044 


1,786 


7,195 


1,989 


10,919 


Woodstock - 


11,945 


761 


4,484 


974 


6,209 


Rutland: 












Oakham .... 


4,883 


618 


2,186 


820 


8,624 


Uppingham 


8,068 


491 


2,728 


888 


4,102 


Salop : 












Atcham .... 


9,768 


748 


2,007 


1,216 


8,971 


Bridgnorth - - . . 


5,900 


885 


1,608 


1,126 


8,668 


Church Btrelton - 


2,296 


815 


950 


872 


2,187 


Cleobnry Mortimer 


2,990 


428 


1,420 


688 


2,486 


Clun 


4,155 


480 


1,888 


749 


8,117 


Ellesmere .... 


6,559 


1,028 


1,880 


1,272 


4,180 


Ludlow . - . - 


6,972 


787 


8,756 


1,828 


6,871 


Madeley .... 


6,852 


505 


2,876 


984 


4,364 


Market Drayton ... 


5,598 


471 


1,880 


778 


8,129 


Newport .... 
Shifinall .... 


4,982 
4,380 


642 
856 


1,528 
2,257 


725 
667 


2,790 
8,180 


Wellington . . . - 


6,207 


600 


1,956 


746 


8,302 


Wem 


4,018 


754 


1,336 


914 


8,008 


Sombrset: 












Axbridge .... 


11,615 


1,009 


7,345 


1,806 


10,169 


Bath 


19,928 


8,899 


6,841 


2,652 


12,892 


Bedminiter * . . . 


9,752 


1,068 


4,951 


2,228 


8,242 


Bridgwater ... 
Chard .... 


18,387 


1,564 


7,222 


1,817 


10,608 


10,056 


1,086 


6,805 


1,746 


8,186 


Clutton .... 


9,152 


988 


6,225 


1,420 


8,688 


Dulverton .... 


3,668 


. 


1,959 


281 


2,240 


Frome - - . . 


16,789 


1,736 


9,228 


1,788 


12,746 


Keynsham . . . • 


7,004 


1,219 


4,796 


1,280 


7,246 


Langport .... 


5,417 


425 


2,979 


992 


4,896 


Shepton Mallet ... 


11,766 


646 


8,861 


1,117 


10,624 


Taunton .... 


17,158 


1,859 


8,490 


1,842 


11,691 


Wellington * - . - 


11,220 


1,067 


8,490 


1,286 


10,833 


Wells 


7,688, 


855 


4,875 


1,849 


7,079 


Williton - - - . 


9,297 


698 


6,896 


1,968 


9,647 


Wincanton - - . . 


14,796 


679 


9.487 


1,146 


11,966 


YeovU .... 


9,268 


1,128 


6,748 


1,386 


9^267 


SoUTHAMPTOir : 












Alresford .... 


6,066 


941 


2,148 


1,675 


4.769 


Alton 


12,680 


1,082 


8,061 


1,272 


Ml^ 


Andover .... 


12,715 


1,018 


6,507 


1,874 


8,894 


Basingstoke 


18,824 


960 


6,308 


1,406 


S»668 


Catherington ... 


2,796 


268 


766 


326 


1,364 


Christchurch ... 


8,446 


644 


2,051 . 


491 


8,186 


Droxford . - . - 


9,901 


814 


8,344 


1,894 


5,662 


Fareham .... 


10,708 


1,845 


8,611 


904 


6,860 


Fordingbridge ... 


4,697 


529 


2,498 


590 


8,612 


Hartley Wintney 


7,459 


681 


2,780 


884 


4,246 


Havant . .* . . 


4,484 


779 


1,526 


694 


2,998 


Horsley .... 
Kin^clere .... 


1,646 


858 


450 


801 


1,104 


6,601 


646 


2,558 


712 


8,916 


Lyminffton - . . - 
Wewl^rest 


5,471 


1,118 


2,179 


992 


4,289 


6,467 


1,187 


8,877 


1,289 


6,808 


Petersfield .... 


7,158 


428 


2,516 


786 


8,674 
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Stafford : 


*. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




Burton-on-Trent - - . 


9,868 


1,100 


8,887 


2,014 


7,001 




Cheadle .... 


6,269 


546 


1,964 


841 


8,360 




Leek . ., . 


5,664 


1,171 


2,384 


1,861 


6,416 




Lichfield - - - . 


7,978 


1,123 


8,420 


1,130 


5,678 




Newcastle-under-Lyme 


4,000 


869 


1,446 


1,717 


4,021 




Penkridge .... 


4,771 


669 


1,679 


690 


2,928 




Seisdon - - - . 


8,381 


216 


1,039 


469 


1.724 




Stafford .... 


4,963 


641 


1,661 


6,034 


7,286 




Stoke-on-Trent - - - 


11,650 


2,298 


2,258 


2,701 


7,262 




Stone 


6,491 


1,416 


2,608 


1,264 


6,2?8 




Tamworth .... 


6,449 


686 


2,925 


987 


4,497 




Uttoxeter - - . - 


4,829 


492 


1,698 


1,692 


3,782 




Walsall .... 


6,297 


1,628 


2,181 


1,641 


6,250 




West Bromwich - "- - 


6,684 


1,619 


4,349 


920 


6.888 




Wolstanton & Burslem 


6,210 


1,460 


2,981 


2,061 


6,432 




Wolverhampton - - . 


9,021 


2,066 


2,695 


3,460 


8,220 




Suffolk: 














Blything - - . . 


21,979 


1,498 


6,882 


1,678 


9,968 




Bosmere & Claydon 


14,306 


1,614 


4,166 


1,602 


7,271 




Cosford .... 


19,228 


1,188 


3,677 


1,400 


6,260 




Hartismere . - - . 


19,212 


1,091 


5,609 


1,632 


8,332 




Hoxne . . - - 


19,904 


1,016 


4,172 


1,432 


6,620 




Ipswich - . - . 
Mildenhall - - - - 


18,686 


1,676 


6,937 


2,324 


9,936 




5,978 


182 


8,161 


626 


8,969 




Plomesgate - . . 


19,776 


960 


7,708 


2,480 


11,148 




Risbridge - - - - 


14,216 


960 


7,268 


1,361 


9,679 




Stow 


14,919 


874 


4,920 


1,896 


7,690 




Sudbury - . . - 


26,449 


1,269 


10,828 


2,812 


14,899 




Thingoe .... 


18,639 


864 


6,716 


1,498 


9,068 




Waneford . - - . 
Woodbridge ... 


9,862 


996 


3,148 


1,005 


5,144 




19,498 


1,661 


8,480 


1,886 


12,027 




Incorporations : 
Mutford & Lothingland 


4,608 


1,060 


2,101 


891 


4,062 




Samford - . - - 


6,684 


1,302 


1,102 


724 


. 3,128 




Suhrky: 














Bennondsey ... 
Camb^rwell ... 


16,861 


6,547 


8,246 


8,922 


12.714 


F 


15,930 


2,087 


2,273 


1,674 


6,884 




Chertsey .... 


8,287 


1,499 


2,947 


1,618 


6,069 




Croydon - - . . 


12,688 


2,806 


4,778 


2,430 


9,608 




Dorking .... 


6,767 


1.266 


2,176 


846 


4,277 




Epsom - . . - 


10,336 


1,748 


8,669 


2,074 


7,891 




George, St., the Martyr 


t 16,128 


4,914 


4,617 


2,613 


11,944 




Godstone .... 


6,617 


668 


2.647 


1,160 


4,375 




Guildford - - - . 


21,346 


1,860 


7,075 


2,022 


10^967 




Hambiedon ... 


12,217 


1,136 


4,007 


1,228 


6,371 




Kingston-on-Thames - 


11,281 


1,879 


3,631 


1,721 


6.731 




38,890 


6,394 


7,876 


7,077 


21,346 




Olave, St. - - - - 


10,617 


2,374 


1,944 


1,666 


6,884 




Reigate - • - 
Richmond .... 


" 7,944 


962 


8,790 


1,414 


6,166 




4,964 


1,961 


957 


1,691 


4,609 




Rotherhithe - - - 


7,983 


2,869 


1,089 


1,261 


4,709 




Saviour's, St. - - - 


17,966 


7,384 


2,243 


3,022 


12,649 




Wandsworth & Clapham 


16,619 


3,611 


4,727 


8,718 


12,066 




SussBx: 














Battle - - .' . 


18,814 


1,966 


4,261 


1,479 


- 7,706 




Chailey .... 


9,676 


1,134 


2,078 


766 


3,962 




Cuckiield - . . - 


16,014 


1,096 


4,636 


1,080 


6,810 




Eastbourne .... 


10,641 


1,449 


2,734 


1,188 


6,366 




East Grinstead ... 


12,068 


1,822 


. 2,864 


1,726 


6,401 




Hailsham - - - . 


18,849 


2,608 


6,892 


1,273 


9,668 




Hastings .... 


6,969 


1,206 


3,466 


84a 


6,604 




Horsham .... 


14,068 


1,692 


4,024 


1,822 


7,638 




Lewes • - • • 

fTak 


6,770 
en from Parlia 


1,322 
mentary Ret 


1,787 
urns. 


914 


8,978 



145 
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RETURN OF ANNUAL AVERAGE EXPENDITURE IN EACH UNION, 





Average Annual 


Expended during the Year ended 25tb March 1840 j—for 




Expenditure 
for Relief, &c. to 




















UNIONS. 


the Poor 
in the 


In. 


Oot- 


Ettabliahment 






Three Yean 






and 


TOTAL. 




prior to Union. 


Maintenance. 


Relief. 


Salaries. 




SussBx — continued. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Midhurst - - . - 


17,636 


1,092 


4,311 


1,289 


6,692 


Newhaven - - - - 


3,871 


681 


1,088 


795 


2,414 


Petworth .... 


12,224 


1,362 


2,860 


937 


6,149 


Rye 


11,688 


2,017 


3,051 


1,196 


6,264 


Steyning - - - - 


9,339 


798 


2,617 


1,060 


4,465 


Thakeham .... 


9,799 


1,126 


1,647 


807 


3,579 


Ticehuret .... 


10,916 


967 


4,383 


898 


6,238 


Uckiield .... 


16,643 


2,396 


3,871 


1,886 


8,158 


Westboume ... 


8,096 


737 


1,393 


813 


2,948 


WestFirle .... 


2,967 


717 


913 


371 


2,001 


Westhampnett . - - 


16,467 


1,201 


2,228 


1,807 


6,236 


Warwick : 












Alcestef .... 


6,693 


404 


3,690 


858 


4,852 


Aston 


8,813 


909 


3,539 


1,143 


5,591 


Atherstone - - ^ . 


6,882 


774 


2,648 


882 


4,254 


Foleshill .... 


6,621 


664 


1,442 


669 


2,675 


Meriden . . . - 


6,661 


718 


2,209 


663 


8,586 


Naneaton .... 


6,971 


1,097 


3,713 


916 


5,725 


Raffby - • • 
. SofihuU .... 


11,028 


611 


3,886 


1,070 


5,466 


6,813 


606 


1,697 


810 


8,013 


Southam .... 


6,616 


, 449 


1,729 


738 


2,916 


Stratford-on-Avon 


9,404 


761 


4,942 


1,651 


7,244 


Warwick .... 


12,246 


1,292 


6,597 


2,309 


10,198 


WSSTMORLAN D : 












East Ward .... 


6,009 


611 


2,367 


698 


3,566 


Kendal .... 


12,738 


2,847 


6,728 


1,963 


10,538 


Westward- 


2,823 


249 


1,768 


363 


2,380 


Wilts: 












Alderbury . . . - 


10,672 


1,079 


4,692 


1,602 


7,273 


Amesbury - - - . 


4,446 


661 


2,160 


936 


3,747 


Bradford .... 


10,112 


1,778 


3,860 


1,387 


7,025 


Calne 


9,133 


733 


3,177 


631 


4,541 


Cbippenham ... 


12,489 


1,332 


4,868 


1,530 


7,730 


Cricklade & Wootton Bassett 


11,948 


686 


4,350 


1,090 


6,126 


Devizes .... 


16,004 


1,493 


7,989 


1,732 


11,214^ 


Hig:hworth and Swindon 


11,387 


832 


4,766 


1,042 


6,640 


Malmesbury ... 


8,720 


816 


4,254 


1,113 


6,182 


Marlborough . . - 


6,250 


804 


2,944 


974 


4,722 


Melksham ... - 


10,666 


1,366 


6,680 


1,091 


9,127 


Mere 


6,269 


481 


8,264 


688 


4,423 


Pewsey . , . . 


8,416 


969 


4,320 


910 


6,lb9 


Tisbury .... 


8,267 


644 


4,399 


863 


5,806 


Warminster- - . - 


12,971 


846 


7,839 


1,577 


10,261 


Westbury & Whorwellsdown 


9,719 


1,070 


4,329 


1,068 


6,467 


Wilton . . 


8,811 


1,107 


4,762 


1,214 


7,073 


Worcester : 












Broms^ve ... 


6,333 


923 


3,759 


i,881 


p,663 


Droitwich .... 


7.696 


712 


3,091 


1,221 


6,024 


Dudley - . . - 


11,466 


1,083 


7,284 


1,499 


9,866 


Evesham . . . - 


6,204 


477 


3,366 


727 


4,560 


Kidderminster ... 


11,733 


1,278 


4,590 


1,869 


7,737 


King's Norton . - . 


4,846 


728 


1,630 


944 


3,802 


Martley - - % . 


6,620 


629 


2,957 


1,070 


4,666 


Pershore . . . - 


6,917 


404 


2,706 


799 


3,909 


Shipston-on-Stour 


12,972 


686 


6,164 


1,609 


8,469 


Stourbridge ... 


8,339 


723 


8,992 


1,626 


6,341 


Tenbury .... 


2,946 


220 


1,694 


606 


2,420 


Upton-on-Sevem ... 
Worcester . - . - 


7,691 


640 


3,490 


643 


4,773 


6,140 


1,414 


2,620 


1,603 


6,637 


York (East Riding): 












Beverley .... 


7,069 


671 


3,448 


778 


4,897 


Bridlington- . - - 


3,782 


338 


3,042 


372 


3,752 
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Average Annual 


Expended during the Year ended 25th March 1840 ;— for 




Eipenditure 
for Relief, ficc. to 


















UNIONS. 


the Poor 

in the 

Three Years 

prior to Union. 


In- 


Out- 


;,£stabli9hnient 






Maiotenance. 


Relief. 


^d 
Salaries. 


TOTAL, 


York (East Riding) — continued. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Driffield ... - 


6,930 


629 


3,286 


674 


4,688 


Howden - - - - 


6,263 


438 


3,728 


675 


4,741 


Patrington - - - - 


4,216 


672 


2,216 


702 


3,490 


Pocklington - - . 


7,664 


- 


4.873 


406 


6,279 


Sculcoates - - - - 


11,407 


1,771 


6,231 


1,368 


9,370 


Skirlaugh - - - - 


6,006 


61 


3,332 


675* 


4,068 


York 


12,666 


636 


8,469 


775 


9,779 


York (North Riding) : 












Bedale .... 


2,925 


•123 


2,275 


306 


2,703 


Easingwold- ... 


3,693 


270 


2,268 


720 


3,268 


Guisborough - - - 


4,984 


266 


2,764 


666 


3,685 


Helmsley - - - . 


3,818 


317 


2,132 


380 


2,829 


Leyburn .... 


3,787 


217 


2,442 


429 


3,088 


Malton . . . - 


7,461 


693 


6,749 


1,089 


7,431 


Northallerton. - - - 


4,633 


-271 


3,399 


492 


4,162 


Pickering . - - - 


8,867 


278 


2,138 


367 


2,773 


Reeth - • - - 


... 


... 


no return. 


— 


— 


Richmond - - - - 


6.614 


362 


3,839 


810 


6,011 


Scarborough ... 


6,444 


676 


3.601 


622 


4,699 


Stokesley - . - 


4,114 


193 


3,103 


376 


a,672 


Thirek .... 


3,969 


626 


2,319 


652 


3,396 


Whitby .... 


. 6,632 


910 


3,400 


670 


4,880 


York (West Riding) : 












Bradford .... 


12,082 


1,602 


13,200 


2,222 


17,024 


Dewsbury - - 


8,866 


•1,283 


7,416 


1,783 


10,481 


Doncaster - - • - 


11,326 


1,400 


6,246 


1,490 


8,186 


Kcclesall Bierlow 


4,273 


1,780 


2,821 


1,781 


6,882 


Goole ..... 


4,322 


186 


2,684 


941 


3,810 


Halifax .... 


11,828 


1,172 


10,192 


2,040 


13,404 


Hudderefield 


11,664 


659 


9,969 


1,675 


12,193 


Keiffhley . - - - 

Pateley Bridge . - - 


4,360 
3,411 


678 
224 


4,621 
2,107 


476 
347 


6,676 
2,678 


Rotherham . . - - 


7,194 


628 


4,229 


1,762 


6,609 


Selby 


6,162 


679 


3,466 


410 


4,446 


Sedbergh .... 


. - - 


. 


no return. 


— 


— 


Settle 


6,367 


630 


8,291 


1,091 


6,012 


Sheffield . . - .^ 


14,227 


7,016 


10,144 


1,912 


19,071 


Skipton .... 


8,966 


327 


6,470 


660 


7,347 


Thome .... 


6,049 


791 


2,793 


1,474 


6,068 


Wakefield .... 


10,368 


•888 


8,668 


1,136 


10,692 


Wortley . - - . 


4,962 


... 


8,328 


427 


3,765 



WALES. 



Anolbset : 

Anglesey - 

Brecon : 

Brecknock - 
Bnilth 
Crickhowell 
Hay . 

Cardigan : 

Aberayron - 
Aberystwith 
Cardigan - 
Lampeter - 
Tregaron 

145- 



£. 
12,202 

8,110 
3,753 
2,172 
6,492 

3,619 
4,914 
6,368 
3,134 

1,884 



495 

242 
438 

107 



£. 
11,905 

5,351 
3,231 
1,392 
2,351 

3,321 
4,441 
5,008 
2,960 
1,911 



£. 
773 

1,191 
300 
353 
916 

411 
457 

782 
237 



B 2 



£. 

12,678 

7,087 
3,531 
1,987 
3,705 

3,839 
4,898 
5,790 
3,197 
2,064 
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RETURN OF ANNUAL AVERAGE EXPENDITURE IN EACH UNION. 





Average Annual 

K\|)«n'iiiu'e 
for lit*. iff, 6i.c. t<» 
. Ilir Poor, 

in the 

1 hree Years 

prior to Unioo. 


Expended during ilie Year ended 25th March 1840;— for 


U N IONS. 


In. 
MaintcDancr. 


Onl- 

Relief. 


Kstablishnient 

and 

Salaii/s. 


TOTAL. 


Carmahtbeic : 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Carmarthen - - - 
Llanelly - . . - 
Llandilo Fawr - 
Llandovery - - - , - 
Newcastle - - - - 


14,566 
4,278 
5,781 
5,317 
5,848 


553 
110 
274 
174 
62 


10,309 
3,898 
3,941 
3,508 
5,038 


1,199 
814 
707 
790 
698 


12,061 

4,822 
4,922 
4,472 
5,798 


Caknaitvon : 












Bangor & Beaumaris - 
Carnarvon - - - ^ 
Conwav - - - - 
Pwllheli .... 


6,452 
6,364 
4,187 
6,737 


♦ , 


5,350 
6,411 
3,715 
5,725 


520 
520 
356 
666 


5,870 
6,931 
4,071 
6,391 


Denbigh : 












Llanrwst - - . - 
Ruthin ' . - . . 
Wrexham - - - - 


5,175 
10,005 
10,526 


1,217 


4,382 
7,530 
5,637 


298 

935 

1,701 


4,680 
8,465 
8,555 


Flint: 












Asaph, St. - 

Holywell - . . - 


11,431 
11,110 


' 1 


9,798 
8,339 


882 
938 


10,680 
9,272 


Glamorgan : 












Bridorend & Cowbridge 
Cardiff .... 
Merthyr Tydvil - 

Neath 

Swansea .... 


6,879 
11,039 
7,580 
7,510 
6,859 


•47 
984 

1 813 
935 


4,197 
6,680 
5,579 
4,384 

4,885 


719 
1,610 
565 
914 
942 


4,968 
9,274 
6,144 
5,611 
6,762 


Merioneth : 












Bala 

Corwen - - • - 
Dol^elly ... - 
Festiniog .... 


2,891 
4,901 
5,641 
4,208 


- 


2,311 
3.723 

4,813 
4,077 


173 
381 
888 
897 


2,484 
4,104 
5,201 

4,474 


Montgomery : 












Llanfyllin ... - 

Machynlleth 

Newtown & Llanidloes 


8,497 

6,277 

14,298 


" • 


5,914 
5,105 
9,259 


799 

400 

1,115 


6,718 

5,505 

10,874 


Pembroke : 












Haverfordwest - - - 
Narberth .... 
Pembroke - , . . 


11,221 
5,686 
5,842 


894 
219 
563 


7,537 
4,936 
3,814 


1,846 

800 
984 


9,277 
5,955 
5,861 


Radnor: 












Knighton . . - - 
Presteigne .... 
Rhayader - - . - 


4,003 
1,475 1 
2,889 


532 


2,291 

976 

2,424 


757 
190 
210 


8,580 
1,166 
2,684 


ToTALof 576 Unions . - £. 


5,464,257 


666,554 


2,480,896 


737,107 


3,834,057 



George Coode^ 

Assistant Secretary. 
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RETURN of all Orbebs for Relief out of the House given since the passing of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, by Justices of the Peace, and communicated to Boards of Guardians, specifying on whom the Orders 
were made, and what Relief was given. 



Nune of Union. 



Bedford - 

BiGOLSSWADE 



Bradfibld 



County 
in which Situate. 



Bedford 
Ditto . 



Berks - 



145- 



OUT-DOOR REUEF ORDERED BY JUSTICES. 


Date of Order. 


O 

reli 


D whom made. 


Nature and Amount of Relief givtii. 


25 May 1841 


eving officer 


- - 2*. Qd. cash and one loaf of bread per 








week. 


14 Oct 1836 


• 


ditto 


- - the relief given was usually 2 s. weekly in 


9 Nov. - 


• 


ditto. 


money; but in some cases Is. 6d. only was 




. 


ditto. 


allowed, being always at the discretion of tlie 


^ — — 


• 


ditto. 


board. 


^ m^ -m 


. 


ditto. 




— ... — 


. 


ditto. 




^ — . ^ 


. 


ditto. 




— •■■• — 


. 


ditto. 


% 


mm - a. 


• 


ditto. 




* — •• 


^ 


ditto. 




» _ ^ 


• 


ditto. 




26 — - 


. 


ditto. 






• 


ditto. 




9 Dec. - 




ditto. 




27 Jan. 1836 


• 


ditto. 




24 May - 


- 


ditto. 




— mmm — 


• 


ditto. 




-. -» — 


• 


ditto. 




•• -.-. » 


. 


ditto. 


• 


— .^ ~ 


- 


ditto. 




— -^ -■ 


• 


ditto. 




mm — . .- 


• 


ditto. 




mm — -> 


. 


ditto. 




.. — — 


• 


ditto. 




1 June - 


• 


ditto. 




« -^ . 


• 


ditto. 




4 — - 


• 


ditto. 




8 — - 


• 


ditto. 




24 — - 


• 


ditto. 




«» ^ -. 


. 


ditto. 




28 — - 


. 


ditto. 




« -^ . 


* 


ditto. 




10 Aug. - 


- 


ditto. 




10 Oct. - 


. 


ditto. 




12 Nov. - 


«. 


ditto. 




23 — - 


. 


ditto. 




14 Dec. - 


• 


ditto. 




mm .— -m 


• 


ditto. 




28 — - 


• 


ditto. 




16 Jan. 1837 


. 


ditto. 




18 — - 


• 


ditto. 




9 April 1886 


• • 


• board of 


- - 6 d in cash. Is. 4 id. in kind, weekly. As 


* 


euardians. 


the pauper resided out of the union, and was 




o 




only partially disabled, the relief was discon- 
tinued after a few weeks. 


4 Mar. 1887 


- 


ditto 


- - cash Is. 6 d.y 3 quarterns of bread, I lb. of 
bacon, weekly. 


8 May - 


- 


ditto 


--cash 1*. 6rf., 8 quarterns of bread, lib. 
bacon, weekly. 


18 Sept - 


- 


ditto 


- - cash 2 *. 7 d., 1 gallon 1 quartern of bread, 
lib. bacon, 1 oz. tea, Jib. sugar, weekly. 

- - the same, with 2 *. in cash in addition for a 


2 Oct - 


. 


ditto 








nurse. 


21 — - 


- 


ditto 


- - 1 *. 5 d. in cash, 3 quarterns of bread, 1 lb. 
bacon, weekly. 


- — 


- 


ditto 


"Is. 5^ in cash. 3 quarterns of bread, 1 lb. 
bacon, weekly ; wife in Work. 


4 Nov. - 


" 


ditto 


- - this pauper was not wholly disabled, and 
the Board of Guardians have varied the relief 
according to his earnings. 

- - 1 *. 8 <f. cash, J gallon of bread, 1 oz. tea, 


4 Dec. - 


. 


ditto 








Jib. sugar, weekly. ^^ ^ ,^ 


14 Mar. 1838 




ditto 
B ^ 


- - U. 6d. in cash, 3 quarterns of bread, 1 lb. 
bacon, weekly. 

{continued) 
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ORDERS FOR OUT-DOOR RELIEF GIVEN BY JUSTICES 



NftiDe of Uoiun 



County 
in which situate. 



Bradfield 



Berks 



OUT-DOOR RELIEF ORDERED BV JUSTICES. 



Date of Order. On whom made. 



Penzance - 
Redruth - 

Braintree 



Cornwall 
Ditto - 

Essex - 



Stroud 
St. Alban's 



Eastrt 



Gloucester 
Hertford 



Kent 



14 Mar. 1838 
12 May - 

al- 
ls June - 
24 Sept. - 



-board of guar- 
dians. 

- ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto r 



6 Jan. 1839 
9 Feb. - 

16 — - 

9 — - 

11 May - 

26 — 1841 

2 June - 

April - 
May - 

17 June 1840 

12 Apr. 1836 



Nature and Amount of Relief gi¥en« 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



relieving officer 
- ditto 

- churchwardens 
and overseers. 



* - \s. 5d* in cash, 8 quarterns of bread, 
1 lb. bacon, weekly. 

- - Ig. Sd, in cash, i gallon bread, 1 oz. 
tea, J lb. sugar, weekly. 

' 'Is. 6d. in cash, 3 quarterns bread, 1 lb. 
bacon, weekly. 

' ' 2s, 7 d. m cash, 1 gallon and 1 quart of 
bread, 1 lb. bacon, 1 oz. tea, 4 lb. sugar, weekly. 
' ' Is, 6d. in cash, 3 quarterns oread, 1 lb. 
bacon, weekly. 

- - the son of the pauper was called upon to 
contribute towaros the maintenance of his 
father, and he refused, saying he could assist 
himself, having sixteen sovereigns in his house, 
and money in the savings bank. This the man 
acknowledged to be true, and the order was 
disobeyed. 

- - 2 «. 7 d in cash, 1 gallon 1 quart bread, 
1 lb. bacon, 1 oz. tea, J lb. sugar, weekly. 

- - the relief varied during illness; when 
well, the man was ordered to the poor-house, 
being declared by medical officer capable of 
work. The pauper is the man to whom the 
order dated Mav 26, 1841, relates. 

- - relieved in kind to 2s.2d.f wife earning 
Ss, 6d. per week. May 6th, 1839, man in 
work, and relief discontinued. 

- - Is. Sd,in cash, ) gallon bread, 1 oz. tea, 
J lb. sugar, weekly. 

' • Is. 6d.in cash, 1 gallon 3 quarterns bread, 
1 lb. bacon, weekly ; has also been supplied 
with shoes. 

- - order disobeyed • man declared by medical 
certificate capable of light work ; work of that 
character was ofiered him, which he refused, and 
he was subsequently found at work of a much 
more laborious kind than that ofiered him. 

- - cash 1 s. 6d.y 3 quarterns bread, 1 lb. bacon, 
weekly. 

Is.Sa. in kind. 

1 s.7id.in kind. 

2 s. caish per week. 



29 May 1839 
16 July 1836 

30 Mar. 
8 July 

28 
2 Nov. 
7 July 
6 Nov. 



1837 



— 1838 



churchwardens - - the subject of this order was one Jt»hn 
and overseers, I Homer, aged 70, who had a wife aged 50. 
and relieving j The board of guardians thought it a proper 
officer. 1 case for the house ; however, on receiving the 

Justices' order they directed out-door relief, as 
for the man, of 1 s. and a quartern loaf, value 
5^ r/., a week, which relief has been from time 
to time increased, and is now, for the man 
and woman, 4s. and two loaves, value Is. 2d., 
a week. 



1840 



23 — - 
6 Feb. 1841 
6 April 1836 

29 — - 

3 May - 



overseers 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
relieving officer 

the guardians 

- ditto 

the overseers - 

- ditto 



none* 

none ; relieved by son. 

none. 

\s.6d. monejr, weekly. 

Is. Qd. provisions. 

none ; relieved by son. 

2 s. 6 (L provisions, weekly. 

Is. fid. - • ditto. 

Is. fid. - - ditto. 

2s. - -, - ditto. 

2 s. - - - ditto. 

4 cases ; 2 s, money per week each. 

19 ditto - - ditto. 

the workhouse. 

2 s. money per week. 



- I 2ji. npr wa« 



per ^ 

ftlr •« 
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SINCE THE 


PASSING op THE POOR LAW 


AMENDMENT ACT, I5 


Narae of Union. 


County 


OIT-DOOR RELIEF ORDERED BY JUSllCES. 


ill which situate. 


Date of Order. 


On whom made. 


Nature and Amount of Relief given. 


Eastbt 


Kent - 


6 April 1837 
6 July - 
21 Nov. 1839 


the guardians 

- ditto 

- ditto 


I S.7 d. per week, in money and kind. 

Is.Sd. — in money. 

I s.7 (I- — in money and kind. 


Elham 


Ditto - 


10 July 1887 


- - board of 
guardians. 


I s. Q d. — in money. 


ISLB OP ThANET - 


Ditto - 


July 1839 


- ditto 


2 s. StLin money and bread. 


Market HiRBOBo' 


Leicester 


14 Dec. 1836 
7 Feb. 1841 
6 May - 


overseer 

- ditto 

- ditto 


3 s. in kind. 
8 d in kind, 
medical relief. 


Spilsbt 


Lincoln 


11 — - 
16 Aug. - 


- ditto 

- ditto 


2 s. 4 ^d. in kind. 
Ss. Sd. in kind. 


West London - 


Middlesex - 


26 Jan. 1839 


the guardians 


Is.ed. per week in kind. 


Great Yarmouth 


Norfolk 


17 Mar. 1840 

19 Sept. - 

29 Sept. 1841 

6 Feb. - 

8 — - 


relieving officer 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 


6 s. in money. 

6 s. ditto. 

temporary relief. 

to look into case and give relief. . 

to examine case and afford relief. 


Castle Ward - 


Northumberland 


29 April 1837 


the guardians 


2 s. money ; weekly money. 


Ludlow - 


Salop - 


9 Aug. 1841 


relieving officer 


' 2 s. money, weekly. 


Bath 


Somerset 


27 June 1836 

9 Nov. - 
7 July 1888 


overseers 

- ditto 
guardians 

- ditto 


nil. 
nil. 
niL 
Ss.6d. money per week. 


Taunton - 


- Ditto 


- 


overseers. 




Yeovil 


- Ditto 


Feb. 1839 


- ditto 


1 X. 8 ^ in kind. 


Andovbr - 










WurrcHURCH 


. Ditto - 


16 July 1841 


the guardians 


- - 1 «. Qd. money and 1 gallon of bread. 
Order illegal, and never acted upon. 


Bubton-on-Trent 


Stafford 


Nov. 1837 


overseer 


ls.Qd.m kind. 


Bltthing - 


Suffolk 


26 Mar. 1840 
12 Jan. 1841 

22 Feb. - 
26 Mar. - 

6 April - 
12 — - 

3 May - 


medical officer 
. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 


medi(;al relief, 2 s. 6 d. 

— 2s. 6d. 

— 2s.ed. 

— Ss.9d. 

— 2s. Sd. 

— lSs.6d. 

— 2s. Sd. 

— 4 s. 6 d. 


Wanoford 


Ditto - 


29 Sep. 1836 


the guardians 


6 (/• in money. 


Kikoston - 


Surrey - 


13 Aug. - 


the overseers 
- ditto 


4 s. in money per week. 
4*. — — 


Bbadvord 


Wilts . 


23 July 1836 


relieving officer 


6 5. — — 


Patrington 


East York - 


18 May 1841 


- - chtirch- 
wardens and 
overseers. 


6 s. — — 


Guisborouoh 


North York - 


10 Aug. - 


overseers 


Ss. 6d. money per week. 


Newcastle Em- 
ltn. 


Carmarthen - 


26 Jan. - 


- ditto 


1 s. money, weekly. 


St. Asaph - 


Flint . 


6 Feb. 1840 


relieving officer 


2 s. 6 d. in kind. 


Haterfordwbst - 


Pembroke 


6 July 1839 


• • guardians 
and relieving 
officer. 


2 X. 6 d per week in money. 



iVb/e.— Of 686 Unions to which a copy of the Order was sent, 622 have transmittedretums 5 in 489 of which 
it is stated that in no case has an order for out-door relief been given by Justices of the reace since the passing of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act 

George Coode^ 

Assistant Secretary. 
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POOR LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable llie House of G)mRion8, 
dated 23 May 184a ;— :/ar, 

A COPY of MiNUTB of the Poor Law Commibsionbrs upon the Admissibility 
pf Scotch and Irish Medical Practitioners to Union OflSces in England. 



Poor Law Commission OflSce, 1 
Somerset House, 27 May 1848./ ^ CHADWICK, Secretary. 



Ordered^ bylht House of Comuions, to b§ trintedy 30 May 184s. 



MINUTE of the Poor Law Commissioners^ respecting the Admissibility o{ Scotch and 
Irish Medical Practitioners to Union Medical Offices in JEngland, dated the 12th day 
of May 1842. 



TH E Commissioners took into their consideration the following communications, 
namely : — 

1. A Letter, dated 20th of April 1842, from Richard Huie, m. d. President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh : 

2. A Letter, dated April 1842» from the Reverend D. Macfarlane, d. d. Principal of the 
University of Glasgow, on behalf of the Senate of that University : 

3. A Letter, dated 3d of May 1842, from the Reverend John Lee, d. d. Principal of the 
University of Edinburgh, on behalf of the Senate of the University : 

4. A Letter, dated May 1842, from Francis Steel, m. d. President of the Faculty of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of Glasgow : 

6. A Memorial, dated 9th of May 1842, and signed by Robert Graham, m. d. President 
of Uie Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, on beludf and by authority of the 
College: 

6. A Letter, dated 3d of May 1842, and addressed by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
to the Right Honourable Sir James Graham, Bart. Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, and transmitted, by his direction, to the Commissioners. 

All these letters object to the exclusion of medical practitioners, who have merely Scotch 
or Irish qualifications, from the recent Order of the Commissioners prescribing the qualifi- 
cations of Union medical officers. Dr. Huie, the president of the Royal CoII^e of 
Surgeons, Edinburgh, states distinctly, that ''what he solicits is nothing less than the most 
absolute and unconditional equality of privileges between the possessors of the Engli8^l, 
Scottish, and Irish qualifications, medical and surgical." 

As the applications which these letters make to the Commissioners, and the arguments 
by which tney are supported, appear to the Commissioners to rest on a misconception of 
.the' legal bearings of the case, the Commissioners think that tliey would adopt a course 
satisfactory to tlie gentlemen whose interests are more immediately affected, and respectful 
to the learned bodies in Scotland^ and Ireland, which grant the medical diplomas, in stating 
fully and distinctly the grounds upon which they have proceeded in making the regulations 
in question. 
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2 MINUTE OF POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS on admitting SCOTCH 

The Commissioners have declared an English license to practise to be a necessary quahfi- 
cation of a medical officer of a Union in England or Wales^ and they have not ventured 
to admit that a Scotch or Irish diploma, degree, or license, is a sufficient qualification of 
such an officer in England or Wales. In ascertaining the existence of the quaUfication of 
medical officers,- the Commissioners considered that they had no discretion but to adopt 
those eriteriaof qualification which the Statute Law, applicable to England and Wales, has 
prescribed; 

The Commissioners understand that the Guardians of Unions wre to be guided in their 
choice of medical officers^ by the words contained in the definitioa of^^' officer" in the 109th 
section of the 4th & dth William 4th, c. 76. viz, *' Person duly licensed to practise as a 
medical man." These terms appeared to the Commissioners to indicate the necessity of a 
distinct and positive license to practise derived from some special authority empowered to 
give such license, and not to be satisfied by the mere possession of personal skill and 
capacity of the candidate, however great these might be, or . whatever might be the testi- 
monials of his ability, if tl^e testimonials did not constitute a specific license to practise in 
England and Wales. Ag the* officer must perfdrm his duties within- England and Wales, 
it appeared to the Commissioners that the license must be derived from some body capable 
of conferring privileges, and of intervening in restraint of non-qualified f>ersons, in England 
and Wales. In other words, the terms of the statute seemed to the Commissioners to exclude 
all those persons, however capable they may be, and however that capacity may be" vouched, 
who' practise by sufferance only and with impunity, but without a positive license from some 
audiority competent to confer a license in England and Wales. 

Such authorities are — 1. The College of Physicians, having power to confer a license to 
practise and to restrain unauthorised persons from practising over the whole of England 
and Wales, and exclusively within the precinct of London.-T-'2. The Universities of Oxfoid 
and Cambridge, having power to confer an authority throughout England and Wales, 
excepting in the precinct of London. — 3. The College of Surgeons, having pow(^r to confer a 
license to practise Surgery throughout England and Wales, and the rest of his Majesty's 
dominions (18th George ad, c. 16, sec. 8.)— 4. The Ordinaries of the several Dioceses in 
England and Wales, having power to confer licenses within their respective Dioceses, — and 
5. TTie Court of Examiners of the Apothecaries' Company, having power to confer a license 
to practise as an Apothecary throughout England and Wales. In all these cases, the terri- 
torial limits of the authority are expressly defined, the license to practise surgery being the 
only one which extends beyond England and Wales. 

The prohibitions to practise are equally defined by the territorial jurisdictions of the 
bodies empowered to confer licenses, except alone the case of the College of Surgeons, whd 
may apparently license a person to practise surgery any where in Her Majesty's dominions^ 
whereas the prohibition to practise sui^ery without the license of the college does not extend 
to any of Her Majesty's dominions out of England and Wales. 

The prohibitions contained in the statute 3d Henry 8th, c. 11, and 14th Henry 8th, c. 6, 

exclude every person iVom practising physic any where in England and Wales, unless beis a 

graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, or admitted to practise by the College of Physicians-— 

"and even exclude the graduates of Oxford and Cambridge from practising within seven 

miles of Loiidon. The Charter of Car. 1, confirmed by the 18th George 2d, c. 16^ 

Erohibits every person from practising surgery in England and Wales, unless he be admitted 
y the College of Surgeons, or be approved by the ordinary, 8cc. of the diocese, or be a 
physician. The 56th George 3d, c. 194, prohibits every person from acting as an apothe- 
cary in England and Wales, who has not a certificate from the Court of Examiners of the 
Apothecaries' Company, or wad not in practice at the time of the passing of that Act. 

On the consideration of these provisions, it appeared to the Commissioners that the law 
required the license to be derived from a body having authority in England and Wales ; and 
that a degree or diploma of a Scoteh or Irish university, or other body, having power to 
confer an authority to practise in Scotland or Ireland, is no such license to practise in Eng- 
land or Wales, as is required by the Poor Law Amendment Act for a medical officer of a 
arish or Union. 
It is not within the province of the Commissioners to inquire what may be the privileges 
conferred in Scotland or Ireland, by a degree or diploma in medicine, granted by a Scoteh 
or Irish university or college, or other medical authority ; but they apprehend that in 
England and Wales the eiiect of such degree and diploma is governed by the provisions 
above referred to. The degrees of English universities themselves have only a local effect 
in England and Wales, being inoperative in the precinct of London. Yet the privileges of 
these universities are expressly saved in the severaL statutes prescribing the qualifications of 
the medical profession. In the same manner the license to practise, which an ordinary of a 
diocese can confer, is a complete and ample license within the diocese, but it is inoperative 
beyond it. However ample, therefore, the authority conferred by English, Scoteh, or Irish 
degrees, or diplomas, may be within the limits of the jurisdiction of the bodies which grant 
them, the Commissioners conceive that it is not possible to infer that a license in one place, 
whether derived from English, Scoteh, or Irish authorities, operates as a license in every 
other part of the United Kingdom. This view of the subject appears to the Commissioners 
to be settled by the decision of the Court of Queen's Bench, in the case of the Apothecaries^ 
Company t?.C5olIins (4 B. & Ad. 604),^ Easter Term, 1833. In (hat case the defendant 
had a physician's diploma from a Scoteh university. Now an English physician is exempt 
from the penalties of the Apothecaries* Act; but the Scotch diploma was held to confer no 
such exemption. ♦ 

la 
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and IRISH MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS to UNION OFFICES. 3 

In that case also the effect of the Articles of Union (4) between the Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland declaring that ** there shall be a communication of all rights which belong to 
the subjects of either kingdom except where it is otherwise agreed m the articles, " was 
cited in argument, bat no weight appears to have been attached to the argument by the 
Court The same article has been pressed on the consideration of the Commissioners. 
They, however, do not understand it to faave any reference to the special and exclusive powers 
of oiSScers, courts, or privileged persons, so as to confer on such officers, courts, or privileged 
persons, the like peculiar and exclusive powers within the one country, as they have by vir- 
tue of their oflke or personal privilege in the other; fi>r instance, the professioniu privileges of 
the different ranks in the le^ profession in the one country, have never been supposed to 
confer the corresponding pnvilege in the other country. But what has never been denied is, 
that the common ''rights" of ''stbjects" of both countries, which are obviously distin- 
g^uisbable from the exclusive powefs of privileged persons, are inter-communicated by force 
of the article in question and aCoordingly Uiere is no doubt that evety subject of the 
United Kingdom is equally competent in law, on performance of the required conditions, to 
acquire the local privily in England of practising as a physician, or surgeon, or apothecary 
or as a barrister, or serjeant-at-uiw, or attorney, or solicitor, as he has equally the right of 
every other subject to acauire, by performance of the appropriate conditions, every other 
privilege, personal or local, which can by law be enjoyea by a sulgect. 

The Commissioners are, for flie reasons Jiere assigned, unable to find, either in Acts of 
Parliament, or the Articles of Union, or in the decisions of competent tribunals, any authority 
which would enable them to aamit an Irish or a Scotch decree or diploma as such a license 
to practise medicine, as would oualify a person for the appointment of medical officer. 

The Commissioners are boana by the law as they find u ; they are satisfied that they have 
not the power to relax the exbting statutory prohibitions so as to make such degree or 
diploma a lawful qualification. It is indeed open to the College of Physicians or the Apothe- 
caries' Company to abstain from prosecuting such persons as practise without full authority. 
In adopting this course, those bodies would merely abstain from using a power of prosecution 
which they might use or not as they judged fit ; they do not affect, by abstaining from 
prosecuting, to give the authority to practise or to revoke a statutory restraint But it is a 
widely difiierent thing, and one not competent to the Commissioners, to declare affirmatively 
that such persons have the qualification to be medical officers. In affecting to do so, the 
Commissioners must do more than acquiesce ; they must assume to repeal what they believe 
to be the statute law. On the other hand, if legal authority could be shown to the Commis- 
sioners, justifying the admission of such persons, they would in like manner consider them- 
selves bound by that authority, and would gladly declare the competency of a body of 
persons whose skill and capability as a class are admUted to be beyond question, and who 
nave, equally with the meaical practitioners licensed in England, derived their authority to 
practise fron^ a legally-constituted body, within the United Kingdom. 

The Commissioners, however, do not conceal from themselves that the present state of 
the law, with respect to the licensing of medical practitioners in the United Kingdom, is 
unsatisfactory; and the department of administration with which they are concerned has 
afforded them frequent experience of the practical inconveniences and injustice which it 
produces. The remedy for these evils, however, does not lie within the limited functions of 
the. Commissioners, and can be applied only by the power of Parliament If Parliament 
should at any time revise the existing law, and establish a uniform medical qualification, 
extending over the whole of the United Kingdom, and rendering every person so licensed a 
competent candidate for a Union office in England, it would be the wish, not less than the 
duty of the Commissioners to give immediate and complete effect to so wholesome a regu- 
lation. 

Edmn Chadwick, 

Secretary. 
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POOR LAW AMENDMENT ACT, 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 33 June 1849 ;— 3/^r, 

A COPY of a Circular Letter, dated the 26th Day of May 1842, addressed 
by the Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of certain Unions 
in the Coal Mming Districts, on the Subject of Apprenticing Poor Children 
to work in a Coal Mine, together with Copies of the Answers returned 
thereto. 



Poor Law Commission Office,! W. G. LUMLEY, 

80 June 1842. J Assistant Secretary. 



Ordered^ hy The House of Commons, io be Printed, i July 1843. 



No. 1.— CIRCULAR LETTER addressed by the Poor Law Commissioners to 
the Guardians of the following Unions : 



Aston, 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch . 

Burton-on-Trent. 

Dudley. 

Madeley. 

Seisdon. 



Stourbridge. 
Walsall. 

Wellington (Salop). 
West Bromwich. 
Wolverhampton. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 26 May 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that their attention 
has been drawn to the accompanying extract from the First Report of the Com- 
missioners appointed to inquire into the Employment and Condition of Children 
in Mines and Manufactories. 

The Poor Law Commissioners observe, that the practice of sending children 
from the Union Workhouses in the neighbourhood of the coal mining districts 
to employment in the collieries is alleged to be very common, and they request 
that you will forward them a return showing the name, sex, and age of every 

child under the age of 16, apprenticed by the Board of Guardians of the 

Union, or by the parish officers in such Union, to a coal mine, or sent with- 
out being apprenticed to work in a coal mine, during the years 1840, 1841> 
and 1842, together with the name of the mine, also the term for which every 
such child may have been apprenticed, and the amount of the premium (if any) 
which may have been paid with the child. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) E. Chadwicky 

To the Clerk to the Guardians. Secretary. 

(Extract.) 

South Staffordshire. — " In this district the sub-commissioner states that 
the number of children and young persons working in the mines as apprenticea 
is exceedingly numerous ; that these apprentices are paupers or orphans, and 
are wholly in the power of the butties ; that such is the demand for this clasa 
of children by the butties, that there are scarcely any boys in the union work- 
houses of Walsall, Wolverhampton, Dudley, and Stourbridge ; that these boys 
are sent on trial to the butties between the ages of eight and nine, and at nine 
are bound as apprentices for twelve years, that is, to the age of twenty-one years 

393. A complete ; 
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2 CIRCULAR LETTER AND ANSWERS RELATIVE TO 

complete ; that, notwithstanding this long apprenticeship, there is nothing what- 
ever in the coal mines to learn beyond a Uttle dexterity, readily acquired by 
short practice ; and that even in the mines of Cornwall, where much skill and 
judgment is required, there are no apprentices ; while in the coal mines of South 
Staffordshire, the orphan, whom necessity has driven into a workhouse, is made 
to labour in the mines until the age of twenty-one, solely for the benefit of 
another/' 



No. 2.— COPIES of the Answers received by the Poor Law Commissioners to 

the above Letter. 



Su-, 



Ashby-de-la-Zouch Union, 
6 June 1842. 



I BEG to forward to the Poor Law Commissioners, agreeable to their direction, 
a return, showing the name, sex, and age of every child tmder the age 
of 16, apprenticed by the Board of Guardians of the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Union 
to a coal mine, or sent without being apprenticed to work in a coal mine during 
the year 1840 ; since then no children have been sent to the coal mines, 

I remain, &c« 
To E. Chadwick, Esq. (signed) John Davenport, Qerk. 

Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Name of Boy. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Name of Mine. 

1 


Term. 


Prem. 


Name of Master. 


From what Parish sent 


Thomas Webb - 


boy 


10 


Monmore Green 


11 years - 


none 


Benj. Jackson - 


ColeastoD. 


Jos»» Newbold - 


— 


9 


Darliston Field 


notboand - 


none 


Jonathan Lowe 


Worthington. 


Wm. Bradley - 


— 


9 


Wolverhampton 


12 years - 


none 


Thomas Davis - 


Hartshome. 


Wm. Atkins - 


— 


9 


Wolverhampton 


12 years • 


none 


Benj. Jackson - 


Hugglescote. 


Wm. Savage - 


— 


11 


Wolverhampton 


not bound - 


none 


John Davis 


Ashby^le-la-Zouch. 


Wm. Hill - 


— 


11 


Wolverhampton 


10 years - 


none 


James Rawlings 


Appleby 


Jos'* Poxon 


— • 


13 


Darliston Field 


9 years - 


none 




Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch. 



Sir, Dudley Union, 6 June 1842. 

I BEG leave to forward to you a return, showing the name, sex. age, &e. of 
every child under the age of 1 6, apprenticed by the Board of Guardians of the 
Dudley Union, or by the parish officers in such Union, or sent without bemg 
apprenticed to work in a coal mine during the years 1840, 1841, 1842, as 
requested by your letter of the 26th ultimo. 



To Edwin Chadwick, Esq. 



Your, &c. 
(signed) Thos. Shorthouse, 
Clerk. 



Name. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Name of Mine. 


Term. 


Premium. 


James Conaway - 


male 


9 


Netherton Mine 


21 


Two suits of clothes. 


Richard Hampton 
James Southall - 


— 


12 
9 


Wolverhampton 
Dudley - . - 




Suit of clothes. i 
- - Ditto. 


William Penn - 


.-. 


12 


Wolverhampton 


^^^ 


- - Ditto. 


Joseph Turner 


._ 


9 


Dudley - 


. 


- - Ditto. 


Joseph Holmes - 


^^ 


9 


Tipton - 


^,_^ 


- - Ditto. 




James Cash - • . 


^^ 


9 


Rowley Regis - 
West Bromwich 


«^ 


- - Ditto. 




Andrew Bridge - 


_ 


13 


, -, 


- - Ditto. 




William Faulkner 


_ 


12 


Dudley - 
West Bromwich 


_^_ 


- - Ditto. 




John WoodaU - 


«^ 


14 


...^ 


- - Ditto. 




Thomas Scammell 


- 


9 


Bilston - - - 




- - Ditto. 




William Berry - 


— 


10 


Ditto 


— 


- - Ditto. 





) 
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN COAL MINES. 



Madeley Union, Iron Bridge, 
Gentlemen, 9 June 1842. 

Below are the names and ages of the only paupers who have been appren- 
ticed by the parish officers m tMs Union, to work in a coal mine. The Guar- 
dians have not bound any pauper an apprentice. 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) George Potts, 

Clerk. 

Madeley Union. 

John Weager, aged 10, apprenticed, in February 1839, to Joseph Bullin, of 
Wolverhampton, charter-master, till 21. No premium paid. 

Henry Williams, aged 10, apprenticed, in March 1840, to Henry Pott, of 
Wolverhampton, collier, till 21. No premium. 



Employment op Children in Mines. 

Gentlemen, Seisdon Union, 26 June 1842. 

The great difficulty in obtaining any return from the overseers of the parishes 
has prevented me from sooner answering your requisitions relative to children 
apprenticed from the parishes in this Union to colliers ; but having made a 
personal application to those parish officers who did not answer the requisitions, 
I beg to inform you that only one child has been apprenticed to a collier from 
this Union in the years 1840, 1841, and 1842. 

I beg most respectfully to state to your Board, that females are not employed 
in the collieries in this immediate neighbourhood, and that it is not at all neces* 
sary for the butty colliers to apply to the workhouse or parish officers for 
apprentices, inasmuch as respectable persons are more willing to apprentice 
their children to that trade than to many others. I also beg to state, that the 
coal is conveyed along the headways of a pit by means of small waggons run- 
ning on iron rails, which waggons are easily pushed along by a boy or man* 
Some of the older colliers can recollect women and boys being employed, with 
a belt round the waist and a cord or strap passing between the legs, by which 
they used to draw the coal to the bottom of the shaft ; but this method has 
been long out of use. 

I cannot but consider that it will, in the present depressed state of trade, 
be a great hardship on those boys who are now apprenticed to colliers to dis- 
solve their apprenticeship (which will, I understand, be the effect of the Bill 
brought forward by Lord Ashley), as they cannot get employment in any other 
trade, and must either be a burden to their parents or go to the Union 
workhouse. 

Should you wish any further or more particular information I shall have 
great pleasure in obtaining it for you. 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Rowland Price. 



Yean. 


Name. 


Age. 


Sex. 


Parisht o which 
belonging. 


Name of 
Mine. 


Term. 


Premium. 


Remarks. 


1841 


George Barker - 


Yrs. 
10 


male. 


Wombourne 


Wednesfield 


Till 21 


None; suit of 


Apprenticed from 
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CIRCULAR LETTER AND ANSWERS RELATIVE TO 



Return of Children Apprenticed to Coal Miners. 

Stourbridge, 4 June 1842. 
Gentlemen, 
I HAVE tbe honour to enclose you a return of the children apprenticed to 
coal miners in the Stourbridge Union, for the years 1840, 1841, and 1842, as 
requested by your letter of the 26th May last. 

I am, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) W. B. ColliSy Clerk. 



STOURBRIDGE UNION. 

Return of Children Apprenticed, or sent to work without being Apprenticed, to Coal HinerB 
under the Age of 16, during the Years ending 1840, 1841, and 1842. 



Years. 


Name. 


Age. 


Sex. 


Name of the Mine. 


Amount 

of 
Premium 
(if any). 


ObeervatioBS. 


1841 
1842 


Richard Morgan - 
Cornelius Deeley , 


10 
14 


Male 
Male 


Stone and coal mine - 

- - The property of 
the British Iron Com- 
pany. 


«. m 


- - apprenticed to John 
Blakeway, butty collier 
to Messrs. Grazebrooks, 
Nethcrton Colliery, Dud- 
ley, until he attains the 
age of 21 yeai:s. 

- - Apprenticed to Thor 
mas Gould, butty 9oUiei, 
for seven years* 



Su-, Walsall Union, 4 June 1842. 

Subjoined I hand you the return called for by the Poor Law Commissioners 
in reference to the apprenticing of poor boys in this Union, and the Guardians 
request me to assure you that they have no reason in believing that any of the 
boys so put out have been otherwise than properly treated by their respective 
masters. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Henry Duignan^ 
To E, Chadwick, Esq. Clerk to the Guardians. 

WALSALL UNION. 

A Return, showing the Name, Sex and Age of every Child under the Age of 16, apprenticed 
by the Board of Guardians of the "\Valsall Union, or by the Parish Officers of tne Wdsall 
Union, to a Coal Miner, during the Year& 1840, 1841, and 1842; the Term of the Appren-^ 
ticeshlp, and the Premium given (where any) with each. 



Name. 


Age. 


Sex. 


Term. 


Premium. 


Date of Binding. 


Name of the 
^Mine. 


Joseph Taylor - 


9 




- s 


■4^ 


81 May 1841 - 


--Coalmine, 


John Foster 


11 


. 51 - 




14 Jan. 1842 . 


Darlaston. 
- ditto. 


Benjamin Foster 


16 


. < . 


=3 O 

- H 


- U ■ 

O ^ 


20 April 1842 • 


- ditto. 


Each of these bojrs were 












bound to relatives 


}. 













I certify the above to be true Return, 

(signed) Henry Duignan^ Clerk of the Union^ 
Dated the 1st day of June 1842. 
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN COAL MINES. 



Gentlemen^ Wellington Union, Salop, 10 June 1842. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, accom- 
panied with an extract from the Mrst Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the Employment and Condition of Children in Mines and Manu- 
fetctories, and in reply to state, that there has not been one child apprenticed 
by the Board of Guardians of this Union, or by the parish officers in such 
Union, to a coal mine, or sent, without being apprenticed, to work in a coal 
mine, during the years 1840, 1841, and 1842. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) George Marcy^ Clerk. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Gentlemen, West Bromwich Union, 1 June 1842. 

Enclosed herewith you will receive the return of parish apprentices in the 
West Bromwich Union, in conformity with your instructions of the 26th of 
May last. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) John Marshall,^ 

Clerk to the Union. 



WEST BROMWICH UNION. 



RETURN of Parish Apprentices from 1840 to 1842. 



Period 
when Bound. 


NAME. 


Age, 


Sex. 


By whom Bound. 


To whom Bounds 


Name of Mine. 


Period of 
Apprentice- 
ship. 


Pre- 
mium. 


1840: 
August 25 


William Stevens - 


10 


male 


parochial ofEcers 


Thos. Lawrence 


stone mine 


until 21 


nil. 


April 28 - 


John Ramsbottom 


10 


male 


- - ditto 


Thomas Teece - 


coal mine 


ditto - 


nil. 


— 


William Gabrell - 


9 


male 


- - ditto 


Enoch Taylor - 


. ditto 


ditto - 


nil. 


August 15 


Edward Roberts - 


13 


male 


- - ditto 


Joseph Siropkin 


- ditto 


ditto - 


nJ. 


1841 : 
Junes - 


Samuel Lissimore - 


19 


male 


- - ditto 


John Thomas - 


- ditto 


ditto ^ 


nil. 



Employment op Children in Mines. 

Sir, Wolverhamptoix. 27 June 1842. 

I beg to hand herewith the return of children ai^renticed to miners, 1840, 
1841, 1842, hy the parish officers within the Wolverhampton Union, and at the 
same time to e3q)ress my regret that the accumulation of business which has 
recently prevailed has precluded my earlier attention to the subject 



E. Caiadwick, Esq. 



I have, &c* 

(signed) H. N. Payne, 

Clerk of the Union. 



393. 



B 
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CIRCULAR LETTER AND ANSWERS RELATIVE TO 



A RETURN ts to the ChUdren Apprenticed by the Goardlivis or Parish Officers of the Wolverhampton Union to Mmers 


, during the Yew 








1840, 1841, and 1842. 






Date of 
Indenture. 


Name 
of Ajiprentice. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Parent or Parent's 
Name. 


Name of Person to 
whom Bound. 


Trade. 


Residence. 


Term. 


Fee. 


By what Pariak 
BouuL 


1840: 
Jan. 10 - 

March 16 

23 
April 6 - 
June 26 - 


William Taylor - 
HopeTunnicIiff - 
William Graham - 
George Y omans - 
William Hand - 
George Stewart - 
James Desbro 


male 
male 
male 
male 
male 
male 
male 


Yrs. 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 
12 

9 


dead - 

deserted and dead - 
not known - 
William Hand - 


Thomas Cooksey - 
John Granger 
George Homes 
- - ditto - 
John Haywood 
John Handley 
Ezekiel RUey 


miner- 
ditto - 
ditto- 
ditto- 
ditto- 
ditto - 
ditto- 


Sedgley - 

ditto . 
Bilston - 

ditto - 
Wolverhampton 
- ditto 
. ditto 


Yrs. 
till 21 
till 21 
till 21 

tai2i 

till 21 
till 21 
till 21 


none 
none 


WolverfaamptOB. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 


1841: 
June 23 - 


M. SUitoe Topham 


male 


10 


Mary Topham (wld.) 


Richard Lewis - 


miner- 


BUstoa - 


till 21 


none 


• - ditto. 


1840: 
March 9 - 
Nov. 11 - 


William Trower - 
William Trevet - 


male 
male 


10 
10 


parents dead 
- ditto 


John Potts - 
Joseph Wooldridge 


miner- 
ditto- 


Bilston - 
Wolverhampton 


tiU21 
till 21 


none 
none 


Bilston. 
ditto. 


1841: 
Sept. 21 - 


Mary Griffiths - 


female 


15 


- ditto 


Benjamin Powis - 


ditto- 


Bilston - 


1 
till 21, 

or 
marriage. 


none 


ditto. 



The year 1840 
1841 



Wolverhamptoii, '27 Juue 1842. 



- 9 males. 
fl male. 
~ \ 1 female, but the latter would most lilcely act as a domestic servant. 



11 



fsigned) Henry NUholls Payne, 

Clerk of the Wolverhampton Union. 



Employment of Children in Mines. 

Sir, Burton-upon-Trent, 28 June 1842. 

I HEREWITH enclose you a Schedule, showing the particulars of boys who 
have been bound apprentices to mines, or in any way employed in mines, during 
the years 1840, 1841, and 1842, 

The whole of the boys from this Union employed in this way have been 
sent to the South StaflFordshirj^ mines, in the vicinity of Wolverhampton, and 
have been bound apprentice under parish indentures, with the consent of 
justices, by the churchwardens and overseers of parishes, with the sanction of 
the Board of Guardians. 

It will be observed that part of the boys are employed in ironstone mines, 
and although Mr. Chadwick's letter of the 26th ultimo seems to apply to coal 
mines, yet I considered it right to report the boys employed in ironstone mines 
as well as coal mines. 

Premiums in money are not allowed. The boys are furnished with two full 
suits of clothes, and the justices' clerks' fees for the indentures are paid by the 
parishes. 

Any master applying for a boy is required to produce a certificate of character 
from the minister and officers of the parish in which he resides, before a boy 
is allowed to go on trial. 

The boy always goes on trial six weeks and upwards before he is brought 
before the magistrates to be bound, and is then strictly questioned as to his 
food, lodging, moral and religious instruction, and he is particularly questioned 
if he has any objection to the employment. 

The object of the Board in consenting to boys being sent to this kind of em- 
ployment has been the apparent advantage to be derived in the amount of 
wages they would be able to obtain, beyond that of a common trade, such as a 
tailor, shoemaker, &c., and more so beyond that of an agricultural labourer. 

The cause of the delay in making this report has arisen through waiting for 
one of our officers going to the neighbourhood where the boys are employed. 
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN COAL MINES. 



SCHEDULE of the Total Number of Boys sent by the Authorities of the Burton-dpon-Tbbnt Union, to be employed in Mines, 

during the Years 1840, 1841, and 1842. 







a . 


Where, 


Names 


Description 


•sJs 


Date 


• 


PARISHES. 


Boys' Names. 


!l 


and with whom 
Resident 


of 


of 




of 


Pk 






< 


at the Time. 


Master^, &c. 


Mines, &c. 




Indenture. 


Church Bough- 


- - James Alse- 


12 


- - In the Union 


- - John Gates of 


- - New Iron-stone' 


• 


1841: 
9 Feb. 


•s-g^* 


ton. 


brook* 




Workhouse with his 


Darlaston, miner. 


Mine, Caper's Field, 


s 




are provide 
parishes, ai 
by the paris 








mother, a widow. 




Bilston, proprietor 
Mr. Baffnall, (South 
Staffordshire). 
















Stanton and New- 


Thomas Firman 


14 


- - An orphan in 


- - Edward Severn, 


- - Blue Flat Iron- 


.s 


ditto. 


ball. 






the Union Work- 
house. 


Darlaston, miner. 


stone Mine,Crowder's 
Field, Wednesbury, 
proprietor Mr. Crow- 


8 
'5 




cases; the boys 
f the respective 
are also paid fori 












der, (South Stafford- 


:3 














shire). 






Hatton - 


- - John Lidg' 
bird (alias Lich- 


11 


- - With his mother 


- - George Gates, 


- - New Iron-stone 


"§ 


ditto. 






and family, in the 


Darlaston, miner. 


mine, Caper's Field, 


9 






burd.) 




Union Workhouse, 




Bilston, proprietor 
Mr. Bagnall, (South 


£ 




iS^ 








deserted by his fa- 




^ 




a|^^ 








ther. 




Staffordshire). 


's 




'ss.g 


Burton Extra - 


Thomas Vero - 


14 


--At Burton Extra, 


--William Gates, 


- - New Mine, Coal- 


s 


Gctober. 


&»S5 








with his mother, a 


Darl aston, miner. 


mine, Mellor's Field, 


s 




" 2 S 








widow with a large 




Darlaston, proprietor 


>* 




««•§ 








family. 




Mr. Bromley, (South 


(M 




«^-! 












Staffordshire). 




1842: 




Rosliston -• 


William Durant 


'l2 


- - At Burton-upon- 


- - Joseph Butler, 


- - Eatham Coal-mine, 


a 


11 Jan. 








Trent, with his 


Bilston, miner. 


Mutton Field near 


p 




5o^ 








mother, a widow 




Bradley, Bilston, pro- 


8 




has bee 
itsofcl 
ks'fees 








with large family. 




prietor Mr.Wilkinson, 
(South Staffordshire), 


p 














S 




Burton Extra - 


John Redfem - 


13 


--An orphan in the 
Union Workhouse. 


- - Ditto - 


- - Ditto - - - 


& 


April 


as& 












?• 




s^-p 


Burton - upon - 


- - George Ken- 


12 


- - In the Union 


- John Mee, Wed- 


- - Eatham Coal-mine, 


-3 


ditto. 


65 S 


Trent. 


drick. 




Workhouse, deserted 


nesbury, miner. 


Gld Park Field, Wed- 


§ 




>prc 
two 
tistic 








by his father, his 




nesbury, proprietor 
Mr. Lloyd, (South 


m 










mother being dead. 








fc5-? 












Staffordshire). 




, 


•?a 



Total number, seven ; no girls have been sent to mines, nor bound apprentice to any trade ; they are usually sent to service. 

(signed) W. Coxorty 

Clerk to the Union. 



Apprentices to Coal Mines. 



Aston Union, Aston Road, Birmingham, 
Gentlemen, 28 June 1842. 

In compliance with your request, I herewith forward a Return showing the 
name, sex, and age of every child under 16, apprenticed from this Union to a 
coalmine, during the years 1840, 1841, and 1842, and the term for which 
each child was apprenticed. We never give any premium ; and I am unable to 
State the name of the mine, because we keep no record thereof, but as a 
substitute, furnish the name and address of each master. In addition to boys 
bound to coal mines, two have been apprenticed to ironstone mines, the 
particulars of which I also annex ; I have also added the date when each boy 
went on trial, and when he was bound apprentice, it being the practice to have 
a sufficient time for the boy to ascertain whether he approved of the master and 
trade. The boy is then consulted, and if he is quite satisfied, the master is 
required to produce a certificate as to his character and respectabiUty, from the 
churchwardens and overseers of the parish where he lives ; and also from the 
minister, stating that he attends the place of worship of which he is minister ; 
inquiry is also made as to the treatment the boy has received during his pro- 
bation, and whether he has been sent to a Sunday-school. If these inquiries 
are satisfactorily answered, the indentures are prepared, and in addition to the 
usual covenants, the following is inserted; viz. '^And shallj also give the said 
apprentice a new suit of clothes one month before the end of the said term, and 
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CIRCULAR LETTTER AND ANSWERS RELATIVE TO 





RETURN of Children sent to Coal 


Mines in 1840 


, 1841, and 1842. 




Child's Name. 


Sex. 


Age. 


Master's Name and 


Term of 
Apprentice- 


Premium. 


Date 
when sent on 


Date 








Address. 


ship. 




Trial. 


when Bound. 






Years. 












Yates, William - 


male 


12 


- - Wm. Horton, Eldon- 
street, Darlaston. 


- - until age 
of 21 years. 


none 


30 Mar. 1841 


12 Aug. 1841. 


Broadhurst, Wm. - 


male 


11 


- ditto - ditto 


ditto 


none 


ditto 


ditto. 


Taylor, John 


male 


12 


- - Richard Morpuss, Gib- 
bett-lane, Bilston. 


ditto 


none 


22 Feb. 1842 


16 April 1842. 


Lakin, John - 


male 


12 


- ditto - ditto - 


ditto 


none 


ditto 


not yet bound. 


Price, George 


male 


12 


- - Wm. Bould, Cathe- 
rine-cross, Darlaston. 


ditto 


none 


26 Apr.] 842 


ditto. 


Tiakin, William 


male 


14 


. ditto - ditto - 


ditto 


none 


ditto 


ditto. 



Brittain, John 
Lloyd, Joseph 



male 
male 



Children sent to Ironstone Mines in 1840, 1841, and 1842. 
12 



15 



- • Samuel Mann, Momble- 
square, Sedgeley. 

John Forster, Darlaston - 



- - until age 
of 21 years. 

ditto 



none 



none 



12 Nov. 1839 
2 June 1840 



16 Jan. 1840. 
3 Sept. 1840. 



No. 3. — ^ABSTRACT, showing the Number and Particulars of each Case of Apprenticeship in each of the Unions 

from which Replies have been received. 



NAME of UNION. 



Ashby-de-la-Zouch - 



Dudley 



Year. 



1840 



Madeley - 

Seisdon 
Stourbridge 

WalsaU . 

West Bromwich 



o 

00 



1839 
1840 

1841 

1841 

1842 

1841 
1842 

1840 
1841 



NAMES 

of 

CHILDREN. 



s 

03 



Thomas Webb 
Joseph Newbold 
William Bradley 
William Atkins 
William Savage 
William Hill . 
Joseph Pexon - 

James Conaway 
Richard Hampton 
James Southall 
William Penn 
Joseph Turner 
Joseph Holmes 
James Cash - 
Andrew Bridge 
William Faulkner 
John Woodall 
Thomas Scammell 
William Berry 

John Weager - 

Henry Williams 

George Barker 

Richard Morgan 

Cornelius Deeley 

Joseph Taylor - 
John Foster - 
Benjamin Foster 

William Stevens 
John Ramsbottom 
William Gabrell 
Edward Roberts 
Samuel Lissimore 



Age. 



10 

9 

9 

9 

11 

11 

12 

9 

12 

9 

12 

9 

9 

9 

13 

12 

14 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

14 

9 
11 
15 

10 
10 
9 
13 
12 



Sex. 



male 



Name of Mine, 

Mine Owner, or Person 

to whom Bound. 



Monmore Green 
•Darliston Field 
Wolverhampton 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 
Darliston Field 

Netherton Mine 
Wolverhampton Mine 
Dudley Mine - 
Wolverhampton Mine 
Dudley Mine - 
Tipton Mine - 
Rowley Regis Mine - 
West Bromwich Mine 
Dudley Mine - 
West Bromwich Mine 
Bilston Mine - 

- ditto - 

Joseph Bullin,of Wol- 
verhampton. 

Henry Pott, of Wol- 
verhampton. 

Wednesfield Heath - 

John Blakeway, Ne- 

therton Colliery. 
Thomas Gould 

Darlaston Mine 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

Thomas Lawrence - 
Thomas Teece - 
Enoch Taylor - 
Joseph Simpkin 
John Thomas - 



Period 

of 

Apprenticeship. 



11 years - 
not hound - 

12 years - 
12 years - 
not hound - 
10 years - 
9 years 

till 21 jrs. of age 

- ditto 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto . 
7 years 

till 21 yrs. of age 

- ditto - 
^- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto . 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Amount 

of 
Preroiom. 



nil. 



2 suits of clothes. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

1 ditto. 

nil. 



suit of clothes. 



nil. 



suit of clothes. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

nil. 
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHITiDREN IN COAL MINE S. 
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NAMES 






Name of Mine, 


Period 


Aroonnt 


NAME of UNION. 


Year. 


of Age. 1 


Sci. 


Mine Owner, or Person 


of 


of 






CHILDREN. 






to whom Bound. i 


Apprenticeship. 


Premiom. 


Wolverhampton 


1840 


William Taylor 


9 


male 


Thomas Cooksey 


till 21 years 
of age. 


niL 




.^ 


Hope Tunnieliff 
William Graham 


9 


_ 


John Granger - 


- ditto - 


— 




..^ 


9 


^.^ 


George Holmes - - ditto 


_ 




«^ 


George Yeomans 


9 





. - ditto - - - ditto - 


_ 




.^ 


William Hand 


9 


.^ 


Jol^n Haywood 


. ditto - 


_ 




.^ 


George Stewart 


12 


— 


John Handley 


. ditto - 


„ 




— 


James Desbro 


9 


— 


Ezekiel Riley - 


. ditto - 


.. 




1841 


Michael S. Topham - 


10 





Richard Lewis 


- ditto - 


.. 




1840 


William Traver 


10 


.... 


John Potts 


- ditto - 


„ 






William Trevet 


10 


— 


Joseph Woodridge - 


- ditto - 


. 




1841 


♦Mary Griffi ths 


15 


female 


Benjamin Powis 


- ditto or 
marriage. 


- 


Barton-iipon -Trent - 


1841 


James Alsebrook 


12 


male 


Mr. Bagrall, Bilston 


till 21 years 
of age. 


two suits of 
clothes. 




— 


Thomas Firman 


14 


— 


Mr. Crowder, Wed- 
nesbury. 


- ditto - 


. ditto. 




— 


John Lidgbird 
Thomas Vero - 


11 


.- 


Mr. Bagnall, Bilston 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 




— 


14 


— 


Mr. Biomley Darlas- 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 




1842 


William Durant 


12 


— 


ton. 
Mr. Wilkinson, Bil- 


- ditto - 


. ditto. 




_ 


John Redfcm - 


13 


^,_^ 


gton» 
. - ditto 


- ditto . 


. ditto. 




— 


George Kcndrick - 


12 


— 


Mr. Lloyd, Wcdnes- 
bury. 


- ditto - 


- ditto. 


Aston 


1841 


WiUiam Yates - 


12 


— 


Wm. Horton, Dar- 
las'cn. 


. ditto - 


ml 




... 


William Broadhurst 


11 





- . ditto 


- ditto - 


^ 




1842 


John Taylor - 


12 


— 


Richard Morpuss, Bil- 
ston. 


- ditto - 


- 




^ 


John lakin 


12 


... 


. - ditto 


- ditto . 


_ 




— 


George Price - 


12 


— 


William Eculd, Dar- 
lastcn. 


- ditto «- 


- 




_ 


Will iam lakin 


14 


— 


- . ditto . 


- ditto - 


^ 




1889 


John Brittain - 


12 


— 


Sanruel Mann, Scdg- 
ley. 


- ditto . 


- 




1840 


Joseph Llcid - 


15 




John Fogter, Darlas- 
ton. 


- ditto - 


*~ 



• Would most likely act as a domestic gervant. 
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POOR LAW UNIONS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Hononrable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 April 1842;— ;/br, 

RETURN of the Poor Law Unions, distinguishing tlie County of each, to which no Order 
has been Issued by the Commissioners, prohibiting Out-door "Reliep to Able-bodied Paupers ; 
—Also, a similar RETURN of Unions to which such. Orders have been Issued by the 
Commissioners. 



Ordered^ by The House of Commons, to he Printed^ 25 April 1842. 



UNIONS to which no Order has been Issued, prohibiting Out- door Relief to 

Able-bodied Paupers. 



Chester: 



Boughton, Great. 

Congleton. 

Macclesfield. 

Runcorn. 

Stockport. 

Cornwall : 

8odmin. 

Camelford. 

Falmouth. 

Helston. 

Stratton. 

Truro. 

Cumberland : 

Bootle. 

Carlisle. 

Cockermouth. 

Longtown. 

Whitehaven. 

Wigton. 

Devon : 

Holsworthy. 

Durham: 

Easington. 
Gratesbead. 
Sunderland. 

Herts : 

Hatfield. 

Kbnt: 

Lewisham. 

Lancastbb: 

Blackburn. 

Bolton. 

Burnley. 

Bury, 

Chorley. 

Chorlton. 

Clitheroe. 

Fylde, The. 

Oarstang. 

Haslingden. 

Lancaster. 

Leigh. 

Liverpool Parish. 

Mancnester. 

Ormskirk. 



Lancaster — continued. 


York, N. R.: 


Prescot. 


Helmsley-Blackmoor. 


Preston. 


Northallerton 


Salford. 


Richmond. 


Todmorden. 


Stokesley. 


Ulverstone. 




Warrington. 


YoRK,W. R.: 


West-Derby. 


Bradford. 


Wigan. 


Dewsbury. 


Leicester : 


Ecclesall-Bierlow. 
Halifax. 


Leicester. 


Huddersfield. 




Keighley. 


Middlesex : 


Pateley Bridge. 


Brentford. 

Chelsea, St. Luke's, 

Parish. 
Kensington. 
London, City. 

— East 

— West. 


Rotherham. 

Sedbergh. 

Settle. 

Sheffield. 

Skipton. 

Wakefield. 


Wortley. 


Martin, St., in-the-Flelds, 


Brecknock : 


Parish. 


Builth. 


Norfolk: 


Cardigan : 


Kingfs-Lynn. 


Lampeter. 




Tregaron. 


Northumberland : 


Carnarvon : 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


Bangor and Beaumaris. 




Carnarvon. 


Nottingham : 


Pwllheli. 


Nottingham. 


Denbigh : 


Somerset : 




Dulverton. 


Flint: 




Asaph, St. 


Suffolk : 


Glamorgan : 


Mudford and Lothlngland. 
Surrey: 


Bridgend and Cowbridge. 
Merthyr Tidvil. 


Chertsey. 


Merioneth : 


Kingston. 
Richmond. 


Bala. 


Corwen. 




Festiniog. 


Wbstmorbland : 


Montgomkbt : 


Kendal. 


Uanfyllin. 


York, K R. : 


Newtown and IJamdk>6s. 


Bridlington. 


Radnor : 


Pocklington. 
York. 


Presteigne. 
Rhayader. 
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POOR LAWS:— ORDERS RESPECTING 



UNIONS to which an Order has been Issued, prohibiting Our door Relief to Able-bodied 

Paupers. 



Bedford : 



Ampthill. 

Bedford. 

Biggleswade. 

Leignton- Buzzard. 

Luton. 

Woburn. 



Berks : 



Abingdon. 
Bradfield. 
Cookham. 



Faringdon. 
Hungerford. 

Newbury. 

Reading. 

Wallingford. 

Wantage. 

Windsor. 

Wokingham 

Bucks: 

Amersham. 

Aylesbury. 

Buckingham. 

Eton. 

Newport-Pagnell. 

Winslow. 

Wycombe. 

Cambridge : 

Cambridge. 

Caxton and Arrington. 

Chesterton. 

Ely. 

Linton. 

Newmarket. 

North-Witchford. 

Whittlesea, St. Mary and 

St. Andrew, Parish. 
Wisbeach. 

Chester : 

Altrineham. 
Nantwich. 
North wich. 
Wirrall. 

Cornwall : 

Austell, St. 

Columby St., Major. 

Germans, St. 

Launceston. 

liekeard. 

Penzance. 

Redruth. 

Cumberland : 

Alston-with-GarrJgill Pa- 
rish. 
Brampton. 
Penrith. 

Derby : 



D ERB Y — continued, 

Derby. 
Glossop. 
Hayfield. 
Shardlow. 

Devon : 

Axminster. 
Barnstaple. 
Bideford. 
Crediton. 

East-Stonehouse Parish. 

Honiton. 

Kingsbridge. 

Newton-Abbot. 

Okehampton. 

Plympton, St. Mary. 

South Molton. 

Tavistock. 
Thomas, St. 
Tiverton, 
Torrington, 
Totness. 

Dorset: 

Beaminster. 

Blandford. 

Bridport. 

Ceme. 

Dorchester. 

Poole. 

Shaftesbury. 

Sherborne. 

Sturminster. 

Wareham and Purbeck. 

Weymouth. 

Wimborne & Cranborne. 

Durham : 

Auckland. 

Chester-le-street. 

Darlington. 

Durham. 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

Lanchester. 

Sedgefield. 

SouSi Shields. 

Stockton. 

Teesdale. 

Weardale. 



Gloucester : 

Cheltenham. 

Chipping-Sudbury. 

Cirencester. 

Clifton. 

Dursley 

Gloucester. 

Newent. 

Noi;thleach. 

Stow-on-the-Wold. 

Stroud. 

Tetbury. 

Tewkesbury. 

Thornbury. 

Westbury-on-Sevem . 

Wheatenhurst. 

Winchcombe. 

Hereford : 

Bromyard. 

Dore. 

Hereford. 

Kington. 

Ledbury. 

Leominster. 



Weobly. 



Herts : 



Alban's, St. 

Bamet. 

Berkhampstead. 

Binhop-Stortford. 

Buntingford. 

Hemel-Hempstead. 

Hertford. 

Hitchin. 

Royston. 

Ware. 

Watford. 

Welwyn. 



Hunts: 



Essex : 



Billericay. 

Braintree. 

Chelmsford. 

Colchester. 

Dunmow. 

Epping. 

Halstead. 

Lexden and Winstree. 

Maldon. 
Ongar. 
Orsett. 
Rochford. 



Huntingdon. 
Ives, St. 
Neots, St 



Kent: 



Ashford, East. 

Ashford, West. 

Blean. 

Bridge. 

Bromley. 

Cranbrook. 

Dartford. 

Dover. 

Eastry. 

Elham. 

Faversham. 

Gravesend and Milton. 

Greenwich. 

Hollingbourn- 

Hoo. 

Maidstone. 

Mailing. 

Medway. 
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OUT-DOOR RELIEF TO ABLE-BODIED PAUPERS. 



Kent — continued, 

Tenterden. 

Thanet. 

Tonbridjce. 



Lbicestbr : 

Ashby-de-la- Zouch . 
Barrow-upon-Soar. 
Billesdon. 
Blaby. 

Hinkley. 

Loughborough. 

Lutterworth. 

Market-Bosworth. 
Market • Harborough. 
Melton-Mowbray. 

Lincoln : 

Bostoo. 
Bourn. 
Caistor. 

Grainsborough. 
Glanford- Brigg. 
Grantham. 

Holbeach, 
Horncastle. 
Lincoln. 
Louth. 

Sleaford. 
Spalding. 
Spilsby. 
Stamford. 

MlDDLES£Z : 

Bethnal-Green, St Mat- 

thewy Parish. 
Edmonton. 

George, St, in-the-East, 

Parish. 
Hackney. 
Hendon. 
Holbom. 

Poplar. 
Staines. 
Stepney. 
Strand. 

Uxbridge. 
Whitechapel. 

Monmouth : 

Abergavenny. 

Chepstow. 

Monmouth. 

Newport. 

Pont-y-pool. 

Norfolk : 

Aylsham. 

Blofield. 

Depwade. 

Docking. 

Downham. 

Erpingham. 



N ORFOLK — continued, 

Mitford and Launditch. 

Swaffham. 

Thetford. 

Tunstead and Happing. 

Walsingham. 

Wayland. 

Yarmouth, Great, Parish. 

Northampton : 

Brackley. 

Brixworth. 

Daventry. 

Hardingstone. 
Kettering. 
Northampton. 
Oundle. 

Peterborough. 
Potterspury. 
Thrapstone. 
Towcester. 
Wellingborough . 

Northumberland : 

Alnwick. 
Belford. 
Bellingham. 
Berwick-upon-T w eed. 

Castle-Ward. 
Glendale. 
Haltwhistle. 
Hexham. 

Morpeth. 

Rothbury. 

Tynemouth. 

Nottingham : 

Basford. 
Bingham. 

East-Retford. 

Mansfield. 

Newark. 

Radford. 

Southwell. 

Worksop. 

Oxford : 

Banbury. 
Bicester. 
Chipping-Norton. 

Headington. 

Henley- 

Thame. 

Witney. 
Woodstock. 

Rutland : 

Oakham. 
Uppingham. 

Salop : • 

Atcham. 
Bridgnorth. 

r.hnrn.h.StrPtt/^n. 



Salop — continued, 

Shifihall. 

Wellington. 

Wem. 

Somerset : 

Axbridge. 
Bath. 

Bedminster. 
Bridgewater. 

Chard. 
Glutton. 
Frome. 
Keynsham. 

Langport. 

Shepton-Mallet. 

Taunton. 

Wellington. 

Wells. 

Williton. 

Wincanton. 

Yeovil. 

Southampton : 

Alresford. 

Alton. 

Andover. 

Basingstoke. 

Catherington. 

Christchurch. 

Droxford. 

Fareham. 

Fordingbridge. 

Hartley- Wintney. 

Havant. 

Hursley. 

Kin^clere. 

I^mington. 

New-Forest. 

Petersfield. 

Portsea-Island. 

Ringwood. 

Romsey. 

South-Stoneham. 

Stockbridge. 

Whitchurcfi. 

Winchester, New. 

Stafford : 

Burton-npon-Trent. 

Cheadle. 

Leek. 

Lichfield. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Penkridge. 

Seisdon. 

Stafibrd. 

Stoke-upon-Tre];it Parish. 

Stone. 

Tamworth. 

Uttoxeter. 

Walsall. 

West-Bromwich. 

Wolstanton and Burslem. 

Wolverhampton. 
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POOR LAWS:-ORDERS RESPECTING 



Suffolk — continued, 

Ipswich. 

Mildenhall. 

Plomesgate. 

Risbridge. 

Samford. 

Stow. 

Sudbury. 

Thingoe. 

Wangford. 

Woodbridge. 



SURRBT : 



Bcrmondsey, St. Maiy 
Magdalen, Parigh, 

Camberwell, St. Giles, 
Parish. 

Croydon. 
Dorking. 
Epsom. 

George, St., the Martyr, 

Parish. 
Godstone. 
Guildford. 
Uambledon. 

Lambeth, St. Mary, Pa- 
rish. 
Olaves, St. 
Beigate. 

Rotherhithe, St. Mary, 
Parish. 

Saviour's, St. 

WandsT^orth and Claj)- 
ham. 



Sussex: 



Battle. 

Chailey. 

Cuckfield. 

East-Bourne.' 

East-GHnstead. 

Hailsham. 

Hastings. 

Horsham. 

Lewes. 

Midhurst. 

Newhaven. 

Petw<>rt)i. 

Rye. 

Steyning. 

Hakehsjn. 

Ticehurst. 
Uckfield. 

West-Bourne. 
West-Firle. 

West-Hamppett. 



Warwick 



Alcester. 

Aston. 

Atherstone. 

Foleshiil. 

Meriden. 



Warwick — continued. 

Nuneaton. 
Rugby. 
SolUiull. 
Southam. 

Stratford-on-Avon. 
Warwick. 



Westmoreland : 

East Ward. 
West Ward. 



Wilts: 



Alderbury. 

Amesbury. 

Bradford. 

Calne. 

Chippenham. 

Cricklade and Wootton- 
Bassett. 

Devizes. 

Highworth and Swindon. 

Malmesbury. 

Marlborough. 

Melksham. 

Mere. 

Pewsey. 

Tisburjr. 

Warmmster. 

Westbury and Whorwells- 
down. 

Wilton. 



Worcester : 

Bromsffrove. 

Droitwich. 

Dudley. 

Evesham. 

Kidderminster. 

Kings-Norton. 

Martley- 

Pershore. 

Shipton-on-Stour. 

Stourbridge. 
Tenbury. 

Upton-on-Severn. 

Worcester. 

York, East Riding : 

Beverley. 

Driffield. 

Howden. 

Patrington. 

Sculcoates. 

Skirlaugh. 

York, North Riding : 

Bedale 
Easingwold. 
Guisborough. 
Leybum. 



York, N. R*-^ continued. 

Malton. 

Pickering. 

Reeth. 

Scarborough. 

Thirsk. 

Whitby. 



York, West Riding : 

Doncaster. 
Gode. 
Selby. 
Thome. 

Anglesea : 
Anglesea. 

Brecknock : 

Brecknock. 
Crickhowel. 
Hay. 

Cardigan : 

Aberaeron. 

Aberystwith, 

Cardigan. 

Carmarthen : 

Carmarthen. 

Llanellv. 

Llandifo-Fawr. 

Llandovery. 

Newcastle-in-Emlyir.. 

Carnarvon : 
Conway. 

Denbigh : 

•Ruthin. 
Wrexham. 

Flint : 

Holywell. 

Glamorgan : 

Cardiff. 

Neath. 

Swansea. 

Merioneth: 
Dolgelly. 

Montgomery : 
l^achynlleth. 

Pembroke : 

Haverfordwest. 
Narberth. 
* Pembroke. 

Radnor : 

Knighton. 
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OUT-DOOR RELIEF TO ABLE-BODIED PAUPERS. 



SUMMARY. 


Counties. 


Unions 
to which 
the Order 

has 
been issued. 


Unions 
to which 
the Order 

has not 
been issued. 


Counties. 


Unions 
to which 
the Order 

has 
been issued. 


Unions 
to which 
the Order 

has not 
been issued. 


Bedford - . 




6 


_ 


Rutland 


2 




Berks 




12 


— 


Salop - - . 


13 


- 


Bucks 




7 


- 


Somerset 


16 


1 


Cambridge 




9 


- 


Southampton - 


23 


- 


Chester - 




4 


5 


Stafford - 


16 


.- 


Cornwall - 




7 


6 


Suffolk . - . 


16 


1 


Cumberland 




3 


6 


Surrey - - - 


15 


8 


Derby 




8 


- 


Sussex - 


20 


- 


Devon 




16 


1 


Warwick 


11 


-i 


Dorset 




12 


- 


Westmorelan d 


2 


1 


Durham • 




11 


3 


Wiltshire 


17 


•> 


Essex 




17 


- 


Worcester 


18 


- 


Gloucester 




16 


- 


York,RR. . . 


6 


8 


Hereford - 




8 


- 


— N.R. . 


10 


4 


Hertford - 




12 


1 


— W.R. . - 


•4 


14 


Huntingdon 




3 


- 


Anglesea 


1 


- 


Kent 




26 


1 


Brecknock 


3 


1 


Lancaster - 




- 


23 


Cardigan 


3 


2 


Leicester - 




10 


1 


Carmarthen - 


5 


- 


Lincoln 




14 


. 


Carnarvon 


1 


Z 


Middlesex 




12 


7 


Denbigh 


2 


1 


Monmouth 




5 


- 


Flint 


1 


1 


Norfolk . . 




20 


1 


Glamorgan 


3 


2 


Northampton - 




12 


- 


Merioneth 


1 


8 


Northumberland 




11 


1 


Montgomery - 


1 


2 


Nottingham 




8 


1 


Pembroke 


S 


• 


Oxford . - 




8 




Radnor - - . 
Total of Ukioits - - 


1 


2 




486 


101 


Poor Law Commis 

Office, Somerset H 

22 April 1842. 


don -V 
iouseyl 




W 


". G. Lumlei 
Assistant 


Secretary. 
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POOR LAW (GILBERT'S UNION, &c.) 

— sssssssssssssssaaBBsasmxsssoBsss^t 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated ss March i843;-;/br, 



RETURNS of each Parish and Towkbhip in England and Wales in which the Poor are 
managed under the Provisions of the Act 22 G^o. 3, c. 83^ commonly called Gilbert's 
Act; distinguishing whether incorporated in any Union, or governed separately; and 
stating the Population of each Parish or Township, and of each Union respectively^ 
according to the last Census, and also according to the Census of 1831 :~-of each 
Parish and Township subject to the Provisions of any Local Act for the Management 
of its Poor/ with the Amount of PopULAXioir, according to the last Census, and also 
according to the Census of 1831. 



{Captain Pechell.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
1 1 April 1 842. 
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RBTURN RBLATING TO UNIONS UNDER GILBBRT'S ACT. 



POOR LAW (GILBERT'S UNION, &c.) 



RBTURN of each Paeish and Township in £f^and and WaUi^ in which the Poor are managed under the Provisionf 
of the Act 22 Geo. 3» c. 83, commonly called Gilbert's Act ; distinguishing whether incorporated in any Union, 
or goTerned separately ; and stating the Population of each Parish or Township, and of each Union respectivdj, 
according to the last Census, and also according to the Census of 1631. 



NaU. — The Secretary at the General Registry Office states, that the Population for 1841 cannot yet be gnren. 



UNIONS UNDER GILBERTS ACT. 



Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


in 1831. 


Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Popolatioo 
inl83L 


Alstonkfibld 


Alkmonkton 


79 


Bainbridos - 


Abbotside^High. 


5«9 


Derby and Staflfofd. 


Atlow * . . 
Biggin . . - 


157 
i6i 


YoA. 


Abbotside» Low - 
Askrigg . 


»73 
737 




Brailsford - 


780 




Aysearth - - - 


33« 




HuUand - 


334 




Bainbridge ... 


881 




HuUandWardlntacks • 


46 




Burton and Wald^ - 


545 




Marstone Montgomery - 


457 




Hawes 


»^9 




Osmaston - 


289 




Thoralby ... 


«7» 




Rodsley 


183 














Shirley 

Snelstone - - . 
Yeaveley - - - 
Yeldersfey - - - 
Blackwdl - 


303 

484 
371 




• Total of Union - - 


5,088 




Babwick 


Berwick ... 


1,608 




336 


York. 


Acton ... 


5> 




69 


Alwoodley - 


*^ 




Rowland ... 


101 




Appleton ... 


63« 




Wormhill - 


313 




Acaster Sdby - 


SOI 




Youlgraye ... 
Balh'don - 


951 






34» 




108 




Bramham « • • 


i,«37 




BenUey Fenny - <*. 
BonsaU - 


308 




Barkstone ... 


«65 




1>315 




Bolton Percy 


aso 




Elton- . . - 


^ 




Bilton ... 


J97 




Hartington Quarter 




Bilborough ... 


8S8 




Hartington Upper Quarter 


453 




Clifford ... 


1,166 




Ible .... 


113 




Cattail 


S08 




Kirk Ireton ... 


606 




Catertou ... 


6s 




Kniveton ... 


349 




Church Fenton - 


406 




Mappleton - - . 


180 




East Keswick 


365 




Offcoat and Underwood 


338 




Fryston Ferry 


833 




Parwick ... 


544 




Featherstone 


3«8 




Thorpe ... 


189 




Hunsingon ... 


«35 




Tissington ... 


459 




Hutton Wandey - 


116 




Alstonefield 


649 




Kirk Deighton . 


375 




Blore and Swincoe 


354 




Long Marsden • 


401 




Grindon ... 


193 




Norminton . . • 


383 




Bam and Cast^rton 


9IO 




Newton Kyme - 


SSI 




Okeover ... 


63 




Pontefract Pack - 


5> 




Butterton ... 


3*6 




Peerston Jackling 


860 




Calton in Mayfidd 


79 




Ryther ... 


30s 




EUestone • 


361 




Seacroft ... 


968 




Mayfidd • 


913 




Shadwell - . - 


248 




Stanton ... 


371 




Sutton 


57 




Water&U - - - 


450 




Steeton ... 


85 




Wdton . - . 


X 




Tadcaster, East - 


737 




Wootton ... 




Thorpe Ehrch 


S16 










Wike .... 


143 

»7 

547 

339 




Total of Union . . 


15,877 




»¥ l&C .... 

Thbmbille ... 










UUeskell - 


Aas • - . 


Loiup Sutton 


3«6 




WiOaan ... 
WiJton ... 


1^ 




offi 




flOT 
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RETUHN RBLATINO TO UNIONS UNDBB GILBBRT's ACT. 



Name of Union. 



Bedwobth - 

Leicester and 
Warwick. 



B&1MT0K and Mit« 

Ton COMSTABLl : 

Norfolk. 



Caklton « 
Yoik. 



Caton - 

Lancaster. 



Names of Parishes. 



Higham-on-tbe-Hill» &c. 
Rat cliffe Alley 
Sibson and Temple Hall 
Stapleton - 
Stoke Golding 
Sutton Chaney 
Witherley - 
Hartshiil - 
Bedworth - 
Brinklow - 
Pailton 
WoWey 

Total of Union - - 



Brinton 

Melton Constable andl 

Bui^h Parva - •] 

Total of Union - • 



Carlton 

Otley - 

Armley 

Beeston 

EccleshiU . 

Temple Newsom 

Famley 

Woitley . 

Headinlgley - 

Silsdon 

Harewood - 

Horsforth • 

Barley 

Arthington - 

Leathley 

Potter Newton 

Chapel Allerton 

Ilkley. 

Rawden 

Chorwdl - 

Hawkesworth 

Weeton 

Rigton 

Nessfield • 

Menston 

Askwith 

Kirby Overblows 

Dunkeswich 

Kothwell - 

Bramhope - 

Pool . 

Middleton - 

Baildon 

Beansley - 

Collingham - 

Denton - * 

Thomer 

Addle-with-Eccup 



Total of Union - 



Bare - 

Bolton by-Sands 
Berwick 
Caton * - 
Clau^ton - 
Farleton 
Gressingham 
Heytham - 
Kellett Nether 
Kelleu Oier 
Poulton 
Quemmoor • 
Roberindale 



Population 
in 1831. 



560 
sia 

379 
249 
543 
335 
416 

909 
31980 
949 
493 
935 



9.860 



199 
114 



313 



1*463 
3»i6i 

5»i59 
3,138 

a»570 

1,458 

190 

5>944 

3,849 

2fi37 

894 

3*435 

1,448 

360 

295 

863 

1,934 
691 

i,o«3 

327 
333 

451 
306 

346 
400 

398 

361 

3,638 

359 
315 
166 

3,044 
307 

347 
179 
804 
703 



5«,4«fl 



110 

695 

378 

1,166 

116 

90 

177 
583 

354 
446 
540 
605 

199 



Name of Union. 



CATov^^contifiued. 
Lancaster— coitt'. 



East Prbston 
Sussex. 



Farnborouoh 
Southampton. 



H&ADLST ' • 
Southampton. 



OUSEBURV, GniAT : 
York. ' 



Names of Parishes. 



:} 



Slyne-with-Hest - 
Tatham Lower End 
'I'atham Upper End 
Torrisholme 
Weoninffton 
Wray-with-Bolton 

Total of Union - 



Gimpiqg - 
Ford - - . 
Fortington - 
Houghton • 
Angmering « 
Buipham • 
Ferring 
Goriopp 
Leommster - 
Littlehampton 
Poling 

Preston, East 
Rustbffton - 
AmberTey - 
Wiggenhold 
Broadwater - 
Durrington - 
Laming 
Tarrii^,West - 

Total of Union 



Cove . - - • 
Famborough 

Hawley » . . 

Yateley - . * 

Total of Union - - 



Bramshott • 
Kingsley - 
Headley - 

Total of Union 



Great Ousebum • 
ArkoDdale • 
Bishop Monklon - 
Branton and Dunsforth 
Bickerton - 
Baldersley • 
Burton Leonard - 
Coneythorpe 
Dishforth - 
Famham - 
Gouldsbrough 
Green Hammerton 
Hutton Cooyers - 
Helperby - 
Hessay 
Kirby Hill - 
Kirby Hall - 
Kirk Hammerton 
Knapton • 
Little Ousebam - 
Langthorpe 
Moor Monkton • 
Marton-le-Moor -^ 
Marton-cum-Grafton 
Mari^mton - 
Norton-le-Clav - 
Newby and liulwith 
Nether Poppleton 
Little Ribston - 



Population 
in 1881. 



386 

744 
188 

155 

586 



7,317 

369 
81 
76 

9«8 

873 
358 

527 

715 

1,635 

303 
343 
^5 
037 



163 

695 
636 



13,648 



443 
334 
7S0 
684 



3,181 



1»310 

345 
1,338 



3,783 



534 
360 

576 
163 

150 
367 

553 
96 



167 
330 

673 

189 

50 

370 

130 
387 
196 

314 
309 
48a 

487 
146 

39 
359 
333 



150- 



A 2 
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BITURN RBLATINGf TO tTNIONS UNDER GILBERT'S ACT. 




Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Population 
in 1831. 


Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Popabtioa 
in 1831. 


OuSEBimHyGBBAT— 


Rufforth - 


303 




Ledsham ... 


336 


cofUinued, 


Rainton and Newby - 


411 


YArlr._£a»fJ 


Lotherton . - - 


486 


Tork--cQii<<f. 


Skelton . . - 
Skipton . - - 


X 




Metbley ... 
Middleton ... 


1,593 
976 




SicklinghaU 


313 




Mitford . 


719 




Thorpe Green - 


144 




Mickefield • 


338 




Tallerton • 


6«9 




Roundhay - . • 


3>4 




Whixley - 


631 




Sugdale . - - 


114 




Whidduigton 


30 




Sherbum ... 


1.155 




Youlton - - - 


Si) 




Saxton . . - 


407 




Minskip - • - 


367 




Swillington . . - 
Staplcton ... 


5«3 










107 




Total of Union - - 


11,104 




Tanshelf ... 
Womersley ... 
Weardley - 


433 
364 
169 










PREnON 

York. 


Orpnf Pr^sfnn . 


398 
375 
169 
503 








Allerton Bywater 
Ansthoipe - • - 
Altofts 




Total of Union - • 


18,874 












Birkin . - - 
Bang Hall - - - 
Brotnerton • • - 
Burton Salmon • 
Biyram . - - 
Bardsey - . - 
Carlton ... 


139 
563 


SUTTOK 


Bignor . • - 


130 




1,483 

X 

331 
181 


Sussex. 


Bury . . . - 

Coates 

Fittleworth - . - 

Barlavington 

Burton . . - 

Duncton ... 


547 
75 
668 
104 
111 




Crofton . - - 
Castleford • . - 


361 

1,141 




7 
37a 




Fairbum ... 
Garforth ... 


5" 
465 

783 




Egdean ... 
Sutton ... 
Greatham ... 


88 
379 

79 




Hambleton ... 


494 




Claphara ... 


389 




Houghton ... 
Haddlesey, West - 
Hardwick - 


So 

X 




Patching ... 
Berstead, South - 
Slindon 


149 

8,190 

539 




Hillam . . . 


291 


* 


Heyshott - 


358 




Monk Fryston 
Kirby Wharf - 
Kippax 


430 

1>138 




Total of Union « - 






59«5 




Ledstone ... 


«43 













SINGLE PARISHES UNDER GILBERT'S ACT. 



Name of Parishes. 


County. 


Population m 1831. 


Alyerstoke and Gosport .... 


Southampton • 

Sussex . 

Surrey - - • 


- 


13,037 


Arundel .-.--.. 


3,803 


Famham ..:..-- 


5fi5^ 







Number of Parishes in Unions under Gilbert's Act - 391 
Number of single Parishes under Gilbert's Act - 3 



Total . - - 394 



Population in 1831 
Population in 1831 



Total 



161,177 
21,398 

182,475 
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RETURN UttATINQ TO UNIONS UNDER LOCAL ACTS. 



RETURN of each Parish or Township subject to the Provisions of any Local Act for the Management of its Poor, 
with the Amount of Populatioii» according to the last Census, and also according to the Census of 1831. 



Note, — The Secretary at the General Register Office states, that the Population for 1841 cannot yet be given. 



UNITED PARISHES UNDER LOCAL ACTS. 



Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Population 
in 1831. 


Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Population 
ia 1831. 


CiTTOfCHBSTER • 


Bridget, St. 


747 


City of Bristol — 


Leonard, St. 


. 


30« 


Chester. 


Cathedral Church andl 
Little John-street -J 
Chester Castle • 


389 
3« 


continued. 
Gloucester — coni4. 


Mary le Port, St. 
Maiy Redcliffe, St. 
Michael, St. 


; 


347 
6,359 
3,836 




John, St^ Baptist 


6,035 




Nicholas, St. 


• 


1,916 




Martin, St. - 


538 




Paul, St. (part of) 


. 


9.H6 




Mary, St., upon-the-Hill,l 


3,085 




Peter, St. - 


- 


1,776 




(part of)- . .J 




Philip and Jacob, St.) 


3,886 




Michael, St. - - 


643 




(part of} • 


-J 




Olaves, St« . 


456 




Stephen, St. 




»,a78 




Oswald, St. vpart of) - 


5i209 




Temple 


- 


5.981 




Peter, St - - - 


863 




Thomas, St. 


• 


1,361 




Trinity, Holy and Undi-"l 
vided (part of) . -J 

Total of Union - - 
Allhallows, Goldsmith st. 


3,«36 




Trinity* 


- 






City of Canter- 


Werburgh, St. • 
Total of Udion - 

All SainU - 


- 


100 




3l,«13 


59.074 


CiTT of EXRTBR 


490 


419 


Devon. 


Allhal]ow8.0DHhe.Wa]ls 


889 


bury : 


Alphage, St. 


. 


1,088 


Bedford Circus - 


114 


Kent. 


Andrei, St. 


- 


5«7 




Close (Cathedral) 


675 


George, St., the Martyr 


1,377 




David, St. • 


3,078 




Margaret, St. 




903 




£dmund,St.,od.the- Bridge 


i,5«3 




Martin, St. . 




169 




George, St. 


908 




Mary Bredin, St. . 




817 




John, St. - . - 


586 




Mary Bredman, St. 


- 


457 




Kerrican, St. 


470 




Mary Magdalen, St. 




470 




Laurence, St. 


620 




Mary, St., Northgate 
Mildred, St. 




«.»49 




Martin, St. - 


298 






3,013 




Mary, St., Arches 


708 




Paul, St. . 




799 




Mar}', St., Major - 


3,5^6 




Lougport • 


-J 






Mary, St., Stepps 


1,258 




Augustine, St. 


1,035 




Olive, St. - 


964 




Augustine, St. - 






Pancras, St. - - 


379 




Peier, St. - 




851 




Pftul. St and Bradni<?h 


1,638 
267 


• 










a OUI, ^Jh«, CillU Ji^.BVkUXVU 

Peterock, St. 


- 


Total of Union - 


. 


13.033 




Spidwpll sr . • 


6,602 
482 












Stephen, St. * - 












Trinity, Holy 


2,847 


St. Jambs and St. | 


Cf Tfttnmi • m 


-1 










John,Clbrksn-| 
well - -J 

Middlesex. 

St.-GiLES-IK'THB-'I 

Fields, and St. ( 
GeoroEjBlooms- 

BtfRY . .J 


Ol. •laixico • ^ 


47.634 




Total of Union • - 

Andrew, St. 
Charles the Martyr 

Total of Union - - 
All Saints • 


28,242 


St. John - 
Total of Union . 

St. Giles>in-the*Eelds 
St. George - 

Total of Union - 


-J 




18,884 
12,196 


47,634 


Plymouth ... 

Devon. 


36,433 




31,080 


16,475 




180 


53.907 


City of Bristol - 




Gloucester. 


Augustin, St« 
Castle Ward 
Christ Church - 
Ewin, St. . 
James, St. (part of) 
John the Baptist, St. - 


8,358 

. 1,804 

1,193 

74 

10,488 

889 


St. Margaret and-j 
St. John, West. [ 
minster - . .r 

Middlesex. ^ 


St. John 
St. Margaret 

Total of Union - 


- 


33,648 
«5.344 




47.993 







15^- 



* Included in Christ Church, St. John Baptist, and St. Peter's. 

A3 
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RETURN RELATING TO UNIONS UNDER LOCAL ACTS. 



Name of Union. 



City of Norwich 
Norfolk. 



CiTT of Oxford - 
Oxford. 



Town of Shrxws- 
burt: 



Salop. 



OsWBtTRT - 

Salop and Denbigh. 



Names of Parishes. 



All Saints - 
Andrew, St. 
Augustine, St. 
Benedict, St. 
Clement, St. 
Earlham, St. Mary 
Eaton, St. Andrew 
Edmund, St. 
Etheldred, St. - 
George, St., Colegate 
George, St, Tombland 
Giles, St. - 
Gregory, St. 
Heigham - 
Helen, St. - 
Hellesdon (part of) 
Jdm, St , Maddermarket 
.John, St, Sepulchre 
James, St - 
Pockthorpe - 
Julian, St. - 
Lakenham - 
Lawrence, St 
Margaret, St. 
Martin, St, at Palace 
Martin, St , at Oak 
Mary, St • 
Michael, St, Coslany 
Michael, St, at Plea 
Michael, St, at Thome 
Paul, St - 
Peter, St, H ungate 
Peter, St., Mancroft 
Peter, St., per Mounter-1 

gate • - -J 
Peter, St., Southgate 
Saviour, St. 
Simon and Jude, St 
Stephen, St 
Swithin, St 
Thorpe, St. Andrew (part of) 
Timberhill, St. John Baptist 
Trowse, Carrow and) 

Bracondale - -/ 
Town Close 

Total of Union - 



Aldate, St. • 
All Sainto • 
Ebbe, St • 
Holjrwell - 
Mary the Virein, St 
Mary^ Magdalen, St. 
Martin, St - 
Michael, St 
Peter-le-Bariey, St. 
Peter, St., in the East 
Thomas, St 

Total of Union - - 



Alkmond, St. 

Chad, St . 

Holy Cross and St Giles 

Julian, St. - 

Mary, St (part of) 

Meole Brace 

Total of Union - • 



Chirk . 
Felton, West 
Kinnerley - 



Population 
in 1831. 



69a 

9,083 

2,767 
103 

5«9 
76a 
368 

1»513 
710 

ii595 
1,104 

5»49S 

383 
814 
1,833 
1,209 
1,069 
1,069 
3,810 
1,008 
868 
1,327 

3,534 
1,361 

1,303 

359 
3,048 
3,407 

533 
3,901 

1^975 

637 
1,486 

446 
4,110 

870 

1,311 
1,055 

607 
14 



59*905 



1,453 
560 

3,123 

944 

419 
3,440 

490 

971 

1,236 

1,136 

3>«77 



16,038 



1,778 
7,730 
1,476 
2,996 

6,130 

1,207 



31,397 



1,598 
1,093 
1,158 



Name of Union. 



OswBSTRY— »eoii/<' 

Salop and Denbigh - 
cotittmtcd* 



IsLB of Wight 
Southampton. 



Southampton 
Southampton. 



CiTT of Chiches- 
ter: 

Sussex. 



Names of Parishes. 



Knockm . • . 
Uansilin ^part of) 
LlanybloQwell 
Uanymynech (part of) - 
Martin's, St. 
Oswestry, P. and T. - 
Raytonof then Towns 
Soughton • . • 
Syllatin . . . 
Whittington 

Total of Union • • 



Arreton 

Binstead 

Bonchurch - 

Bradine 

Godshill 

Helen's, St 

Lawrence, St. 

Newchurdi - 

Newport 

Niton ... 

Shankliu 

Whippingham 

Whitwell - 

Wootton 

Yaverland - 

Brixton 

Brook 

Calboum and Newton 

Carisbrooke 

Cbale 

Freshwater - * 

Gatcomb • 

Kingston - 

Mottiston - 

Nicholas, St. 

Northwood - 

Shallfleet - 

Shorwell - 

Thirley' - 

Yarmouth - 

Total of Union - 



All Saints - 
Holyrood - 
John's, St. - 
Lawrence, St. 
Marv, St. - 
Michael, St. 



Total of Union - - 



All Saints, otherwise! 
the Pallant - -J 

Andrew, St. 

Bartholomew, St.- 

The Close - 

Martin, St. - 

New Town • 

Olave, St. . 

Pancras, St., Within 

Pancras, St., Without 

Peter, St., the Great, other-1 
wise Sab-deanerjr, Sub-l 
deanery-Withoat - -J 

Peter, St, the Less 



Total of Union .' 



Population 
in 1881. 



311 
915 

13? 

933 

247 

1,14a 

1,788 



aa/W 



1,864 

358 

146 

3,927 

1,305 



75 
4,9«8 

4,081 
573 
^55 

2,229 

5^ 
5$ 

641 
i«5 
844 

4,713 
544 

1,184 

263 

83 
14a 

317 
4491 
1,049 

146 
586 



35,431 



6,560 

1,772 

660 

8,520 
1,753 



18,670 



288 

719 
296 

315 
112 
280 
302 
854 

4,579 
356 



8,270 
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RETURN RELATING TO UNIONS UNDER LOCAL ACTS, 


7 


Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Population 
in 1831. 


Name of Union. 


Names of Parishes. 


Population 
in 1831. 


City of Covbhtry: 
Warwick. 


Holy Trinit|r (part of) - 
John, St., Baptist, witbl 
Michael, St. - -J 

Total of Union - - 

Edmund, St. 
Martin, St. - 
Thomas, St. 

Total of Union - - 

Aston* ... 
Berriew . . - 
Brompton and Riston • 
Castlewright 
Cherbury - - - 


9,601 
17*469 


MoNToOMERT and 
Pool— coR^tnue^/. 

Montgomery and 
Salop --con^^. 

KlNG8TOV*UPON- 

Hull: 
York. 


Churchstoke 

Forden - . - 

Uandysil - - - 

Lianmerewig 

Montgomery 

Pool, Lower 

Pool, Middle - 

Pool, Upper 

Worthen - 

Total of Union - - 

Mary, St. - 
Trimty, Holy 

Total of Umon - - 


1,010 
856 

914 
201 




27,070 


1.188 
1,969 
8,538 

673 
3,290 


SALISBUitT - 

Wilts, 


4,612 
2,362 
8,364 




15,416 




1H338 






MoNTGOMBRY and 
Pool: 


84 

3,4«9 

200 

182 

1,576 


3,«7» 
29,687 


Montgomery and 
Salop. 


38.958 







SINGLE PARISHES UNDER LOCAL ACTS. 



Names of Parishes. 


County. 


Population in 1831. 

1 


Stoke Damerell 

St. George, Hanover-square - ... 

St. James, Westminster - - - . 

St. Mary, Islington 

St. Luke, Mid£esex 

St. Mary-le-bone 

St. Pancras 

St. Leonard, Shoreditch .... 
St. Sepulchre (County of Middlesex) • 

Whitchurch 

St. Mary, Newington .r - - . - 

Brighton 

Birmingham ...... 


Deyon . . . - 
Middlesex - 

,f • • " 

„ • • • " 

I, • • • " 

!*•--- 
**"•"• 

Salop .... 
Surrey - . - - 
Sussex .... 
Warwick 


34,883 
58,209 

37,053 
37,316 

46.64a 
122,206 
103,648 
68,564 

5.736 
44.526 

40,634 
110,914 



Number of Parishes united under Local Acts - 215 
Number of single Parishes under Local Acts - 13 

Total - - - 228 



Population in 1831 
Population in 1831 



715,000 
1,282,652 



Noie* — ^The above Return does not include the single Parishes and Unions governed by Local Acts, which are 
subject to the regulations of the Commissioners for the Relief of the Poor. 

W. G, Lunileiff 

Ass* Secretary. 
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POOR LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 

sBSissassssssssasBaaBBHB 



RETURN to an Ordbk of the Honourable The House of CommonB, 
dated 21 March 1843 y—for^ 

COPIES of all Correspondence which has taken place between the Poor Law 
Commissioners and all Guardians and Officers of the Basford Union, 
relative to the Payment out of the Poor Rates of the Costs of a Rule Nisi, 
for a Criminal Information, granted on the 6th day of May 1841, by the 
Court of Queen's Bench, against Three of the Guardians, for an alleged Libel 
on a Magistrate of the County of Nottingham; and of all Resolutions passed 
by the Board of Guardians relative to the transaction, previously to the Costs 
being paid : — Also, a Return of the number of Guardians present and voting 
at the several Meetings of the Board, for and against the payment of the 
Costs; the Names of such Guardians, in what capacity they acted, and 
whether any of them were Defendants in the Action ; whether the Auditor 
of the Union is a Guardian of the Union, and whether he was present and 
voted as such, at any of the Meetings for the payment of the Costs ; and 
under what Item, in the Quarterly Abstract of Accounts, the Charge has 
been placed. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,! W. G. Ltmley, 

14 April 1842, J Asst Secretary. 



— 1.— 

(9219 B.) 
Gentlemen, New Basford, 23 August 1841. 

YOU are already aware of the unpleasantness that has recently taken place at 
the Basford Board of Guardians, respecting John Parkes, and the alleged 
interference with the medical man, which has resulted in one of our county magis- 
trates taking legal proceedings for alleged libel against three of the guardians, 
Messrs. Bailey, Farrand, and Wood ; and as they are about asking the Board to 
pay the expenses of such action, I shall feel much obliged if you would inform 
me for my guidance, and also several of my brother guardians, whether the funds 
of the Board can legally be appropriated for any such purpose. 

An early answer will be esteemed a favour, by your, &c. 

(signed) Richard Birkin, Guardian. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(9219 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 25 August 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners, to transmit to you the enclosed 
copy of a letter, which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Richard 
Birkin, inquiring whether the poor-rates are applicable to defray the cost of 
defending an action brought by a magistrate of the county against three of the 
Guardians of the Basford Union, for an alleged libel. 

178. A Before 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

Before the Commissioners are able to answer the inquiry contained in Mr. 
Birkin s letter, they find it necessary to procure further information on the subject ; 
they therefore request you to state to them the circumstances which gave rise to 
the action in question, the nature of the proceedings instituted, and the stage at 
which they have arrived ; and I am also to request you will communicate to the 
Commissioners any further information in your power, conducive to a clear under- 
standing of the case. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. William Ashton, (signed) -E. Chadwick, 

Clerk to the Basford Union, Bulwei), Secretary. 

Nottingham. 



(9449 B.) 
Gentlemen, Bulwell^ 30 August 1841. 

I »EG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th (9219, B.) : in 
reference thereto I forward you a copy of resolutions which gave rise to the pro- 
ceedings instituted by Mr. Nixon, a magistrate and ex^officio guardian, against 
certain members of the Board of Guardians. 

Upon the publication of the resolutions in the Nottingham papers, a corres- 
pondence took place between the parties, which was terminated by Mr. Nixon 
applying to the Bail Court, and obtaining a rule to show cause, and against the 
chairman, the mover, and seconder of the resolutions. Nearly at the end ef Trinity 
term, Mr. Nixon applied to the Court of Queen's Bench for the rule to be made 
absolute : the case was argued before Lord Chief Justice Denman, &c., when the 
rule was discharged. The counsel for the defendants applied to the court for costs : 
the judges stated, a point of law prevented costs being allowed. Such was the termi- 
nation of the proceedings : in consequence of which, the Board of Guardians 
passed the following resolutions on the 1 7th inst. : 

^* Proposed by Mr. Potter, and seconded by Mr. Shaw : That a special meeting 
be called on the 21st September 1841, to take into consideration the means of 
defraying the expenses incurred in defence of the B^ard of Guardians in the law- 
suit, Nixon v» Bailey, Farrand and Wood. — Carried.'* 

Should documents be required to further your views, will forward the affidavits, 
&c. Being from home when your letter arrived have availed myself of the earliest 
post. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) William Ashton. 



, (9449 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 2 September 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 30th ultimo^ and to inform you that they have had under their 
consideration the question, whether the cost of defending an action brought by 
a magistrate of the county, against three of the Guardians of the Basford Union, 
for an alleged libel, can be legally paid out of the poor-rates. 

The Commissioners are of opinion that the resolutions which the guardians 
came to on the 23d of February last, and which gave rise to the action in question, 
with the exception of the 1 4th and 1 5tb, were generally within the scope of their 
official business ; and that if the motion for a criminal information, and the subse- 
quent proceedings, had had reference only to the resolutions themselves, as entered 
in the record of, the proceedings of the guardians, the expenses to which the 
guardians would have been put would have been repayable out of the funds in 
their hands as guardians. 

But if, as seems to be probable, the application was the consequence of the 
publication of the resolutions in question, in newspapers, and founded on that fact, 
in as far as that publication was a matter not within the scope of the official func- 
tions of the guardians, the Commissioners are of opinion that the expenses incurred 
in consequence cannot lawfully be defrayed out of the poor-rates. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. William Ashton, (signed) E. Chadmck^ 

Clerk to the Basford Union, Bulwell, Secretary. 

Nottingham. 
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AND THE GUARDIANS OF THE BASFORD UNION. 



Basford Board of Guardians* 

Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Basford Board of Guardians, 23d 
February 1841, on the subject of a charge exhibited against them at the Sbire-hsli, 
Nottingham, on the i3tb instant, by Mr. Morley, surgeon, Basford, and Launeelot 
RoUeston and Thomas Nixon, esquires, magistrates and ex^i^cio Guardians of 
the Basford Union, in having established an inhuman and absurd rule for the 
management of the sick poor in the said Union workhouse, whereby the death of 
John Parkes, a pauper, was accelerated. — Mr. Bailey in the chair. 

Resolved, i. That the members of this Board have read with surprise and 
indignation the report of the proceedings at the Shire-hall> Nottingham, on the 
13th instant, on the subject of ^* an inquiry into the circumstances attending the 
death of John Parkes;'' wherein they are exhibited before the eyes of the country 
as having contributed to accelerate that unfortunate events 

Resolved, 2. That whilst they repudiate and deny in the strongest language 
which the forms of society will allow, that any rule or regulation established by 
them for thie management of the sick poor in their workhouse hastened, even in 
the slighest degree, Parkes's death, they cannot refrain from expressing their strong 
disapprobation of the conduct adopted towards him on his arrival at the workhouse 
by the medical officer and governor, and more especially- in their attempt before 
the magistrates to screen themselves from the legal consequences of gross and 
culpable neglect of duty, under the pretext that '*a certain alleged*' rule of this 
Board of Guardians restrained them from administering wine, ale, or other 
stimulants, to sick paupers, even in the most imminent cases of danger, without 
the consent of this Board being in every instance first obtained ; when they knew 
that they had never waited for such order being given on any previous occasion, 
or had bad such an order delivered to them, and when, if such an absurd rule had 
been in existence, it was their imperative duty as men and Christians to have 
violated it in the pressing case before them, and trusted to the humanity and 
common sense of the guardians for indemnification, especially as the meeting of 
the Board would commence in so short a time as 16 or 17 hours from the period 
of Parkes's arrival at the workhouse. 

Resolved, 3. That as the surgeon admits in his evidence that be believed the 
unfortunate man to be in a dying state at the time he first saw him; a condition 
accelerated if not entirely caused by exposure to cold during his removal from 
Stoke, and that ^' hot spiced wine" or some other powerful stimulant was absolutely 
demanded by the urgency of his case, — to leave the house abruptly on the man's 
arrival, without making any further provision for bis restoration^ or comfort than 
what was contained in a loose instruction to the nurse to furnish him with ^^a 
little somethmg warm," (omitting at the same time to send for the use of the poor 
man any of those comfortable stimulants, frequently much more efficacious than 
wine, which the materia medica of every surgery afibrds, and which was his 
unquestionable duty, even had the Board of Guardians neglected theirs,) presents 
an instance of such total disregard to the claims of humanity and professional duty, 
as utterly to root out firom our minds all confidence in him as the medical officer 
of this establishment. 

Resolved, 4. That the governor of this bouse having in his custody a stock of 
-^ine and ale, provided by this Board, on the 15th and 23d of December last, for 
the use of the sick inmates, and which has been ever since at the disposal of him- 
self and the surgeon for that purpose, without any restraint being imposed on them 
in their application of it to the comfort of the persons requiring such extra dietics, 
or any account demanded or rendered by them of its consumption, save in the 
general medical report of the house, ought promptly to have met the wishes of the 
medical officer, if any such wish or desire had been expressed by him, (and such 
desire is plainly implied as having been expressed by the surgeon in bis complaint 
against the Board,) and furnished the perishing man with the needful cordial ; and 
his having omitted so to do has rendered him highly culpable and blameworthy in 
the eyes of this Board. 

Resolved, 5. That from the confidence assumed by the justices at the Shire- 
hall on the 13th instant, when speaking of the alleged rule of this Board restrain- 
ing the medical officer or governor from administering '* wine, ale, beer, or other 
stimulants to the sick poor, even under circumstances of the greatest extremity of 
need, and at a period of time ever so far remote from that of its regular sitting," 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

the public must have been led to suppose that such gentlemen had at least made 
themselves well acquainted with the fact that such a rule was in existence, and 
were able to quote the terms in which it was expressed, and the date at which 
it was passed: how great then must be their surprise to learn that no such 
resolution, rule or order is to be found on the minutes of our transactions, or 
ever had a place there, or was ever contemplated being so placed ; neither is there, 
incredible as it may appear, any resolution, rule or order of this Board, referring 
to the management of the sick inmates of the. bouse, which can by any effort of 
human ingenuity be tortured to convey such a meaning as is implied in this alleged 
rule. 

Resolved, 6. That therefore the statement put forth by Mr. Nixon, that ^' on 
referring to the guardians' minute book, the order was found in which wine was 
precluded being given without an especial order from the 3oard at their meet^ 
ing, and in another, several cases in point were stated where wine had been 
refused or allowed," is a sheer fiction, invented apparently with no other object 
than to bring the Board of Guardians into disfavour with the public,, and thus 
to aim through them a back-handed stroke at the Poor Law Amendment Act 
itself. In making this direct contradiction to the statement of Mr. Nixon, we 
challenge the most searching and rigorous examination of our books by any one 
who may still be incredulous on the subject. 

Resolved, 7. That the statement made by Colonel RoUeston before his brother 
magistrates, at the Shire-hall, on the 13th instant, that *^ the rule made by this 
Board restraining the medical officer from giving anything stronger than ^ warm 
tea or gruel,' however exhausted the patient might be, until the consent of the 
guardians had been obtained at their regular weekly meeting, had been disap^ 
proved of by Mr. Senior, and refused to be sanctioned by the Poor Law Commis* 
sioners," is, like the statement of Mr. Nixon, a pure fiction, and altogether and 
in every part void of foundation in truth : for as no such rule or regulation was 
ever made or contemplated being made by this Board, so disapproval of it (ex- 
cept as a case hypothetically put by Colonel Rolleston himself to Mr. Senior, in 
order to the obtaining an answer suitable to his purpose) could never have been 
manifested by that gentleman ; nor could the Poor Law Commissioners, by any 
process which we can imagine, refuse their sanction to that which never had a 
being, and consequently was never submitted for their approval. 

Resolved, 8. That the statement made by Mr. Morley, house surgeon, in refer- 
ence to the death of John Parkes, — that " I should have given him spiced port 
wine, but I have no power to do so, because there is an order from the Board to 
preclude me : if a man is taken ill on a Tuesday evening, I have no authority to 
order wine, or beer, or stimulants, till the Board authorize it on the following 
Tuesday : I have been to the Board five or six weeks to complain of this restric- 
tion," — is utterly and knowingly false, is proved by the following circumstances : 
that on the 15th of December the Board ordered a quantity of port wine to be 
purchased, and on the 28th of the same. month 20 gallons of strong ale, for the use 
of the sick poor; and that between the latter period and the loth of February, 
Mr. Morley had of his own free will placed upon extra diet 28 patients, meat 
daily, 12 meat and ale daily, five meat and wine daily, supplied from this stock, 
without ever once consulting the Boaitl upon the subject, or .receiving from them 
let or hindrance, advice or admonition, restraint or caution, in a single instance, as 
to its application. To these cases of extra diet might be added many more during 
the same period, in which sick persons were indulged with tea, coffee, milk, rice- 
pudding, and tobacco ; and amongst which there was only one case of interference 
by the Board, which will be referred to hereafter. As a further remarkable in- 
stance of the total disregard of truth manifested in the statement put forth by Mr. 
Morley, may be mentioned the astounding fact, that only ten days before he made 
on oath the averment, '* that if a man be taken ill on Tuesday evening, I have no 
authority to order wine, or beer, or stimulants, till the Board order it on the fol- 
lowing Tuesday," — he actually ordered, in conjunction with the honorary physician, 
to one patient tour ounces of wine daily, with meat ; to another three ounces of 
wine, and meat; and never made any communication to the Board on the subject, 
further than entering it in his weekly medical report, where the cases would have 
remained in all probability unnoticed by any one but for the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances of the last week. In addition to the evidence furnished by the above 
facts, that this Board never could have entertained, even in idea, a rule so absurd 
as that imputed to them, may be mentioned, that during the. same period the 
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AND THE GUARDIANS OF THE BASPORD UNION. 5 

district surgeons prescribed wine, ale, add meat to numerous cases of out-poor, 
which in no one instance was refused to be allowed by dus Board, when after- 
wards brought before them. ' 

Resolved, 9. That as the only three instances on record in. the minutes of pro^ 
ceedings of this Board, in whicn the guardians have interfered with the extra diet 
of the mmates, are the following, they have no hesitation in submitting them with- 
out reserve to the inspection of the public, just as they stand on their book : — 
'^ November 24. Thomas Hodgkinsoo, meat and half a pint of ale daily." (This 
man was brought into the house suffering under delirium tremens, occasioned by 
the use of opium. The surgeon came before the Board, and said the man was in 
a sinking state from the want of his ordinary stimulant, but that he did not con- 
sider that it came within his contract to administer opium in such a case, as if he 
once began upon that plan, the whole of his salary might be expended on this 
drug. The Board coincided in this opinion, but not feeling themselves at liberty 
to tax the rate-payers to enable this man to keep up a bad habit, they recom- 
mended that he should have a liberal meat diet and half a pint of ale daily. The 
man recovered, and continues free from anything like his former complaint.) — 
^^ December 8, 1 840. Ordered, that Alice Stevenson, an inmate of the house, have 
two ounces of wine daily." (This poor woman had been previously very ill, and 
allowed meat and ale daily, for several months. In a conversation on her case 
with the surgeon, it was suggested that wine would be better for her, and the clerk 
was requested to make a minute to that effect, merely as a memorandum, but 
neither to establish a precedent nor a practice is proved by the circumstance that 
it is a solitary entry on the subject.) — ** The allowance of ale to Hannah Shepherd 
to be discontinued." (This woman, about 34 years of age, had been in the sick 
ward for nearly 12 months, and been allowed meat, with half a pint of ale daily : 
doubts arose as to the necessity of this extra diet, more especially the ale ; it was 
recommended, as an experiment, that the ale be discontinued. She applied 
shortly after to leave the house, and voluntarily took herself away on the 30tb of 
December.) 

Resolved, ]0« That it is the opinion of this Board, that the partial conduct of 
Mr. Nixon in seizing hold of these cases without inquiring into the circumstances 
which led to the recommendations being issued, — ^in order to bolster up the base- 
less charge of cruelty virtually brought by the house-surgeon against the guardians, 
and so seriously, though unnecessarily, commented on at the Shire-hall by 
Mr. Martin, and thus contributing to screen the guilty by causing an outcry to be 
raised against the innocent, — was highly unworthy and unbecoming of him as a 
magistrate, and if acted upon by others, must lead to the destruction of all order 
and satisfaction in the management of public institutions. 

Resolved, 11. That as charity compels us to exempt from unfair designs some 
parties who have given an apparent sanction to a portion of the unjust proceed- 
ings at the Shire- hall on the 13th instant, we can only attribute their conduct to 
their apparent inability to keep at all times the distinction present in their minds 
between an instruction given to the governor, that " when wine or ale was wanted 
for the use of the house, he must apply to the Board for an order to procure the 
same, or it would not be allowed in his accoirots," and a rule, ^' that when wine 
or ale was wanted to be administered to the sick, he must apply to the Board for 
an order to take it from the store for such purpose, or it would not be allowed in 
his accounts :" though it appears difficult to imagine how two things so dissimilar 
in their intent and meaning could by any mind be confounded. 

Resolved, 12. That our characters as humane and intelligent men having been 
grossly calumniated before the country by the ev-parte proceedings at the Shire- 
hall on the 13th instant, it is incumbent on us, as men in the middle ranks of life, 
entrusted by the comqaonity with the performance of an irksome and onerous duty, 
and having nothing but our character to sustain our respectability and give weight 
to our decisions, to adopt the most prompt and decisive steps to free ourselves 
from the scandalous imputations cast upon us by the justices on that occ&sion. 

Resolved, 13. That application be immediately made to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to send dbWn an Assistant Cotntnissioner, other than Mr. Senior, to 
investigate these charges against the Board, eitamine the minutes of our proceed* 
ings, and take such other steps as shall either convict us of the act of barbarous 
folly imputed to us, or clear our characters in the eyes of the country from the 
stigma which must else attach to them. 

Resolved, 14. That these resolutions be published in the Nottingham papers, 
178. A3 and. 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

and, if need be, in the London ^^ Times" and ^^ Morning Cbronlcle ;" and that 5a 
copies be takeu off on letter paper from the newspaper types, in order to be sent 
to the chairmen of the different Unions throughout the midland counties, the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and Her Majesty's Secretary of State. 

Resolved, 15. That a subscription be immediately entered into to defray the 
expenses, as likewise to fee counsel to examine witnesses, on Ihe part of the guar- 
dians, at the coming trial of Davison and Gill, for the misdemeanour touching the 
death of John Parkes. 



(9449 BO 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 2 September 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 23d ult. ; and in reference thereto, enclose for your information 
the accompanying copy of a communication which the Commissioners have ad^ 
dressed to the clerk to the Basford Union, as to the application of the poor-rates 
to defray the cost of defending the action adverted to in your letter. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Richard Birkin, Guardian, (signed) E. Chadwick^ 

New Basford, Nottingham. Secretary. 



(10190 B.) 

Basford Union. — Resolutions passed at Special Meeting. 

Gentlemen, Bulwell, 22 September 1841. 

I am directed to forward you the proceeedings of a special meeting held on 
the 21st, to take into consideration the means of defraying the expense of a law- 
suit, Nixon V. Bailey, Farrand, and Wood. 

" Mr. Bailey in the Chair. 

" Present : — ^Twenty-seven Guardians. 

"Proposed by Mr. Potter, and seconded by Mr. Palin : That the expense of the 
lawsuit, Nixon v. Bailey, Farrand, and Wood, be all paid out of the Union 
funds. 

" An amendment was proposed by Mr. Birkin, and seconded by Mr. Aslin, That 
the expense of the lawsuit be not defrayed out of the Union funds. 

" Nine votes in favour of the amendment, and 1 8 in favour of the original 
motion.'* 

I am directed to inform you, with reference to your letter of the 2d ult. 
(9449 B.), that the three parties proceeded against were the chairman, mover, 
and seconder of the resolutions passed by a majority of the Board 23 Feb. 1841, 
and that the chairman acted on the part of the Board, and not in his individual 
capacity ; and the information was as to the facts, not as to the publication. 

I am, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) WiUiam Ashton* 



(10320 B.) 

Gentlemen^ Watnall, 27 September 1841. 

I TAKE the liberty of addressing you at the request of some of the rate-payers 
and Guardians of the Basford Union, in reference to a resolution of the Board 
at their last meeting, on Tuesday the 21st instant, sanctioning the payment out 
of the poor-rates of the costs in defending an action brought by a magistrate of 
the county of Nottingham, against three of the guardians. 

It being supposed that such resolution is not only illegal in itself, but was 
authorized by a Board illegally constructed, and moreover directly at variance 
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AND THE GUARDIANS OF THE BASFORD UNION. 7 

with the opinion of the Poor Law Commissioners, expressed in dieir letter to 
'^ The Cleric of the Besfbrd Umoo/' of 2d| September [instant (9449, B.): I wish 
to know what steps the Poor Law Commissioiiers recommend being taken by the 
parties interested, for arresting the immediate pajrment of these coato. 

Or, whether the Poor Law Commissioners feel themselves authorized to inter- 
pose their authority in delaying such payment, until its legality or illegality has 
been more clearly ascertained. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Lane. Rolkston. 

&c. &c. &c. 



(10967 B.) 

Gentlemen, Watnall, 16 October 1841. 

On the 27th ultimo, at the request of some of the guardians and rate-payers of 
the Basford Union, I did myself the honour of addressing the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners in reference to a resolution of tlie Board, sanctioning the payment out of 
the poor-rates of certain law expenses incurred by three of the guardians in an 
action brought against tliem by a magistrate of the county of Nottingham, which 
paynaent was considered illegal. 

Not having been honoured by any reply, and hearing that the Board has not 
been officially applied to on the subject, may I take the liberty of requesting to 
know whether the Poor Law Commissioners received my letter ? 

I bave^ &c. 
The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Lane. Rolkston. 



(10937 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 19 October 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th instant; and to inform you that your previous communica- 
tion of the 27th ultimo duly reached this office. 

The Commissioners trust to be able in the course of a few days to return a 
reply to that communication, and they regret that they have hitherto been pre- 
vented from doing so, owing to the papers having been referred to the Assistant 
Commissioner of the district. 

I have, &c. 

To Colonel Rolleston, m. p., (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Watnall, Nottingham, Secretary. 



Received from Mr. William Ashton, clerk to the Basford Board of Guardians, 
4 November 1841. 

Lane. Rolleston. 

" At a meeting of Guardians held at tlic Basford Union Workhouse, 

2 November 1841. 

" Present : — The guardians of Basford, 1 ; Carlton, Hucknall, Trowell, Kirley, 
Heanor, Greasley, 1 , and BulwelL 

" The minutes of the last meeting were read. 

" Proposed by Mr. Thompson, and seconded by Mr. Shaw, that the bills laid 
before tne Board by the clerk and examined, including the bill for law expenses, 
be paid. 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

^^ The amendment was put by the chairman ; four voted in favour of it. 
^^ The.origmal motion was put by the chairman.; four voted in fayour of it. 
^^ The chairman gave the casting vote in favour of the original motion. 
'^ Not any other business of importance before the meeting.*' 



(11077 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset- House,. 

Sir, 6 November 1 841 . 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 

^our report of the 21st ultimo ; and in reference thereto, I am to transmit for your* 

mformation the accompanying copy of a letter which the Commissioners have 

addressed to Colonel Rolleston. 

I have, &c. 
To Edward Senior, Esq. (signed) E. Chadxvickf 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. Secretary. 



(11548 B.) 

Gentlemen, Watnall, 5 November 184I. 

I HAD the honour to address you on the 27th of September, at the request of 
some of the guardians and rate-payers of the fiasford Union, in reference to a 
resolution of the Board on the 21st of the same month, sanctioning the payment, 
out of the poor-rates, of certain expenses incurred by three of the guardians, in an 
action brought against them by a magistrate of the county of Nottingham ; and 
requesting to know, for the information of the parties interested, what steps the 
Poor Law Commissioners recommended being taken for the purpose of averting a 
payment considered illegal : 

Whether the Poor Law Commissioners would, by their interposition, delay such 
payment until its legality could be clearly ascertained. 

Having received no other communication from the Poor Law Commissioners on 
the subject than the intimation in their letter of the 19th ultimo (10937 B.}, that 
^' The Commissioners trust to be able in a few days to return a reply," &c., I hope 
the Poor Law Commissioners will not consider me importunate in requesting 
their immediate attention to this matter, being persuaded that the perusal of the 
minutes of the proceedings of the Board held on the 2d of November (a copy of 
which I have the honour to enclose), again sanctioning such payment, will satisfy 
the Commissioners that no further delay can be admitt^. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Lav/ Commissioners, (signed) Lane. Rolleston. 

&c. &c. &c. 



(10937 B.) 

(11548 B.) Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 

Sir, 6 November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, referring to your letters of the 27th September, 
the 16th ot October, and the 5th instant, transmit for your information the accom- 
panying copy of a letter which the Commissioners addressed to the clerk to the 
Guardians of the Basford Union, on the 2d of September last. 

In that letter the Commissioners stated to the guardians their views on the 
subject of the legality or illegality of payment of the costs of defending the action 
of libel, brought against certain of the guardians by a magistrate of the county. 

The Commissioners are no further informed as to the facts of the case than 
they were at the time the letter referred to was written. 

There can, however, be no difficulty, to those who know the facts of the case, in 
determining whether the publication complained of was the publication in the 
newspaper, or the publication amongst the guardians themselves. 

If the former be the case, the readiest remedy against the allowance of the 
costs out of the poor-rates is for any rate-payer to make his objection before the 
auditor, whose duty it will be, in such case, to disallow the payment. If he should 
be considered not to have taken the correct view on the subject, the Commissioners 

would, 
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AND THE GUARDIANS OF THE BASFORD UNION. 9 

would, when the charge had been inserted in the guardians^ accounts, and not 
disallowed) have an actual case for inquiry, upon which they would be enabled to 
give their instructions to the auditor. 

{Signed, by order of the Board) E. Chadxoickj 
To Colonel Rolleston, u. p., Secretary. 

Watnall, Nottingham. 



( 1 2 1 30 B.) Basford Union, 

Gentlemen, Bui well, 24 November 1841. 

I AM directed to report to you the proceedings of the magistrates, counties 
Nottingham and Derby, upon making application to them for summonses against 
overseers for nonpayment of oixlers made upon them by the Board of Guardians, 
5th October 1841, viz. 

I attended at the County-hall, Nottingham, on the 17th, and applied for sum- 
monses against overseers; and three magistrates were present, who postponed my 
application until the 20th, to give an opportunity of a more numerous attendance 
of magistrates. 

On the 19th, I applied to the magistrates at Derby for summonses against the 
overseers of.Codnor and Ilkieton. I gave a full account of the Board of Guar- 
dians paying from the Union funds a bill for law expenses, and the view the 
magistrates at Nottingham took of the case, and also that an objection would be 
made to the auditor against the bill in question, and that I was willing to answer 
any question they might please to put, in the most unreserved manner, and that 
my application to the magbtrates at Nottingham was postponed from the 17th to 
the 20tb. They said they had not any questions to ask, their duty was only to 
grant summonses in the ordinary way ; if the Board of Guardians had paid any 
sum illegally, a remedy would be found to correct the evil. Summonses were 
granted. 

I attended again at Nottingham on the 20th (seven magistrates were present), 
and urged my application as far as possible, and pointed out the situation the 
Board of Guardians would be placed in by summonses not being granted. The 
answer was, the Board had placed themselves in difficulty by paying the bill for 
law expenses, and tliat I had rendered myself liable by signing the cheque. I 
informed them of the decision of the magistrates at Derby ; the reply was, they 
were in a different situation. My application was determined to be submitted to 
you for your opinion, before summonses would be granted. 

In consequence of the course the magistrates have adopted, the treasurer is now 
in advance 1 86 /., and it is very doubtful whether the cheques signed yesterday for 
out relief will be honoured. 

The Board of Guardians will feel obliged by being informed how far the ma^ 
gistrates are justified in postponing applications made to them for summonses 
under the 95th section of the Poor Law Amendment Act, and the steps the Board 
of Guardians ought to take. 

I am further directed to forward you a copy of a letter from the assistant- 
overseer of Beeston. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Wm. Ashton. 



Sir, Beeston, 16 November 1841. 

I WAS at the County-hall on Saturday last, to get a rate signed, and was 
instructed by the magistrates not to pay any more money into the treasurer's 
hands, till I knew whether I was charged witn any part of the charges incurred 
bj the lawsuit betwixt them and the Guardians of the Basford Union. Please 
let Mr. Ashton see this. 

John Oldham^ A. O. 
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(12130 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 27 November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th instant, relative to the payment from the rates of the costs of defending an 
action for libel, brought by a magistrate of the county of Nottingham against cer- 
tain of the Guardians of the Basford Union, and relative to the refusal of the 
magistrates to grant summonses to overseers for non-contribution to the Union ; 
which refusal is connected with the circumstance of the payment of the expenses 
in question. 

The Commissioners have had their attention called to the same case by a letter 
from Mr. Sculthorpe, the clerk to the justices ; and the Commissioners will there- 
fore offer the observations which appear to them to apply to the whole of the case 
as brought to their knowledge by both letters. 

The Commissioners have already stated their ofunion, that if the legal expenses 
incurred in the defence of certain of the guardians in a criminal information for 
a libel be subject to objection, the remedy is by means of the audit of the guardians^ 
accounts, and they have pointed out the course which they think should be 
resorted to in that case, for the purpose of securing that remedy ; and it is in 
connexion with this kind of remedy that tiie 89th section of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, referred to in Mr. Sculthorpe « letter, is provided. That section 
enables justices to disallow illegal charges made by guardians, but authorizes such 
disallowance only on one occasion, that of the audit ; but does not enable the 
justices to take cognizance of such charges on other occasions, such, for instance, 
as that now in question, namely> the application of the guardians to the justices to 
compel overseers to pay up the contributions of parishes for the expenses of the 
Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners consider that the principles and reasoning by which the 
right of the overseers to raise a poor-rate, is distinguished from the right of the 
overseers to charge an expenditure in their acxx^unts, applies equally to distinguish 
the call of the guardians for funds, from their right to charge items in their 
accounts. The overseers* claim for a rate cannot be disputed, either on an appeal 
against the imte or in an action for distress for rate, on account of a misapplication 
xk a past rate, or the anticipated misapplication of the rate in question ; such an 
objection, in the case of overseers, must be reserved for the render of their accounts : 
(R. V. Mayor of Gloucester, 5 T. R. 346O The reason of this is equally applicable 
to guardians as to overseers ; namely, that tlie illegal expenditure by one overseer, 
or by a Board of three guardians, would, until the money mis^spent was reco«- 
vered, prevent the whole of the others, overseers or guardians, from having fresh 
funds for relief of the poor, and that a single illegal or exorbitant expenditure 
would stop the relief of the poor altogether. Such a result would obviously enable 
either the objectors, or the overseers and guardians themselves, if they desired it, 
to defeat the whole law of relief to the poor, by merely incurring a single illegal 
expense. 

The Commissioners therefore consider that an illegal expenditure, whether past 
or prospective, is no more a ground for refusing funds to the guardians when 
required by them, however true it may be that their improper application of pre- 
vious funds has caused them so to require the amount subsequently claimed. 

If the Commissioners be right in the views above described, it seems to them 
to follow that, whether the application of the guardians be founded on the 95th 
section of the Poor Law Amendment Act, or on the 98th, or, as is more probable, 
on the 2 & 3 Vict. c. 54, s. i, it is equally incompetent to tlie justices on that 
occasion to enter on a consideration of how money has previously been expended 
by the guardians, or how the money then called for is intended to be expended ; 
for although, under the 95th, the orders of the guardians must be reasonable 
orders, these orders will be reasonable if the guardians are out of funds, or nearly 
out, whatever may have been the cause ; whether by their own previous miscon- 
duct, or by the negligence, or fraud, or felony of any other persons ; all of which 
cases have their appropriate remedies and penalties. The same considerations 
appear to apply to the 2 & 3 Vict. c. 54, under which the justices have an 
express discretion, but which discretion is undoubtedly to be exercised with 

reference 
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reference ta some consideration arisiE^ legally upon the application, and not by 
reference to considerations which the law excludes upon such an occasion, making 
them the proper matter for another inquiry specifically of another nature. 

I am, &c. 
Mr. William Ashton, (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Clerk to the Guardians of Basford Union, Secretary, 

fiulwell, Nottingham, 



(12139 B.) 
Gentlemen, Nottingham, 24 November 1S41. 

I AM directed by the magistrates of the county of Nottingham, assembled in 
petty sessions, held at the Shire-hall, Nottingham, on the 20th instant, to lay the 
following statement before you, and request your opinion thereon. 

It will be in your recollection, that last winter, a pauper named John Parkes 
was removed from Stoke Bardolph to the Basford Union workhouse, in this 
county, under circumstances which led to an indictment being preferred against 
an overseer and surgeon of the Union, for alleged neglect of duty in their official 
capacities. In the course of the investigation which thereupon took place before 
the magistrates, certain of the Guardians of the Basford Union, assuming that 
aspersions were cast upon them by the magistrates, moved and passed a series of 
resolutions at a meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the 23d of February 
last, some of which contained gross libels upon county magistrates. These reso- 
lutions were afterwards published by certain of the guardians in the three 
newspapers of this town, on Friday the 26th of February, and for which pub- 
lication (and not for any act within the scope of their official functions as guardians 
in their board-room) Thomas Nixon, esq,, one of the magistrates so libelled, filed a 
criminal information against three of the guardians (one of the three being the 
writer of the resolutions and the person who authorized such publication). A rule 
msi for a criminal information was granted, but upon motion to make absolute 
was discharged on a technical objection, and the defendants were ordered by Lord 
Denman to pay their own costs. Subsequently to this decision the question has 
been mooted by the Basford Board of Guardians, and attempts made to obtain 
payment of the defendants' costs out of the Union rates, and application made 
for your sanction to such payment ; and in answer to such application, you, by 
letter (9449 B., 2d September 1841), addressed to Mr. Ashton, clerk to the said 
guardians, stated that " if the application for the criminal information was the 
consequence of the publication of the resolutions in question in newspapers, and 
founded on that fact (in as far as that publication was a matter not within the 
scope of the official functions of the guardians), you were of opinion that the 
expenses incurred in consequence could not lawfully be defrayed out of the poor- 
rates.** Notwithstanding the clear opinion thus expressed by you, and which (as 
appears by the minutes of the Board) was on the 21st day of September laist 
read to a meeting of the Board of Guardians, it has been represented to the 
magistrates that such meeting passed a resolution in the face of your letter, for the 
payment of the defendants' costs out of the rates of the Union, and which reso- 
lution was supported by Mr. Riley, the auditor of the Union, who is also one of 
the guardians ; and that, notwithstanding such resolution being passed to pay such 
costs, no steps were taken towards making the payment until the 2d day of No- 
vember instant, when at a weekly meeting of the Board, (held without notice of 
an extraordinary motion, as directed by your regulations,) and there being 
(including the chairman) only eight guardians present (of whom one of the 
three defendants was the chairman of the meeting and the person above alluded to 
as having drawn up and authorized the publication of the libel), a motion was 
made and passed that the costs of the defendants in the matter of the above 
criminal information, amounting to about 236 if., should be paid out of the poor- 
rates of the Union. This motion being opposed, a division of the eight guardians 
took place, four voting against and four for the motion (the latter four including 
the chairman) ; the numbers being thus equal, the chairman gave his second and 
casting vote, he then sitting as chairman in his own cause and giving two votes, 
to charge the Union with the payment of a sum of money which in law had 
devolved upon himself and the other two defendants. 

178. B 2 Upon 
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Upon the motion being thus carried by the casting vote of the cliaircnan, a 
cheque for the amount was signed by the chairman, and by Messrs. Goodacre and 
Shaw, and countersigned by Mr. Ash ton, clerk to the board, and the money paid 
by the treasurer ; but at this meeting it is understood that your opinion as to the 
illegality of the payment by the Union was not read or alluded to. 

It has been already stated (and the legal proceedings show) that the publication 
in the newspapers was the fact upon which the criminal information was filed, and 
not the promulgation of the resolutions in the guardians* board-room. 

Upon the above djecision of the Board (of eight guardians only) becoming 
known, considerable dissatisfaction was manifested by different guardians of the 
Union and a great number of the rate-payers, that the funds of the Union should 
by such means be applied to the payment of the costs of defending legal proceed- 
ings which certain persons by their own illegal acts had brought upon themselves. 
And on Saturday, the 13th instant, a number of guardians and rate-payers 
appeared at the Shire-hall aforesaid, before the county magistrates in petty sessions, 
to protest against the illegality of such payment by the Union, and to request 
their advice ; on which occasion the magistrates stated that they were not aware 
of any power or authority vested in them to interfere, but recommended an appeal 
to the auditor against the accounts, as suggested by your letters (Nos. 10937 B. 
11548 B., 6th instant,) to Colonel RoUeston ; but to this a disinclination was 
expressed, on the ground that the auditor had already voted for the payment of the 
costs ; but subsequently a notice to the auditor of objection to the payment was 
signed by several rate-payers. On Saturday the 20th instant, Mr. Ashton, clerk 
to the Union, attended at the Shire-hall before a numerous bench of magistrates in 
petty sessions, and applied for summonses against several parishes for noupayment 
of their contributions to the expense of the Union ; and in answer to questions put 
to him by the magistrates, made the following admissions and statements, viz. that 
'^ he had not given notice of the meeting held on the 21st day of September last, 
to any of the eoc-officio guardians ;'* that ^' be had communicated to the guardians 
at a former meeting the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners of the 2d September, 
containing their opinion that the payment of the expenses of defending the crimi- 
nal information could not lawfully be defrayed out of the poor-rates, but that such 
letter or opinion was not produced, discussed or mentioned at the meeting held on 
the 2d day of November, when the amount of the defendants* costs was finally 
voted (as above mentioned) to be paid out of the Union rates ; and that, although 
he had in his possession and well knew the opinion of the Poor Law Commission- 
ers addressed to him, that such payment was illegal, he, without calling the atten- 
tion of the meeting to that fact, letter or opinion, countersigned the cheque for the 
payment of such costs. That in consequence of such payment, the Union was 
comparatively without funds, having but 50/. in the treasurer's hands, but that if 
such payment bad not been made, there would have been a good working sum, viz. 
about 300/." Upon these statements, and upon reference to sec. 89 of the Poor 
Law, and to your opinion, the niagistrates were unanimously of opinion that a pay« 
ment had been made in direct opposition to law and to your instructions, and that 
they ought not until further investigation had taken place to lend any assistance 
to replace the funds of the Union, the deficiency therein having been caused (as 
appeared to them) by the illegal conduct of its own officers. Under these circum- 
stances the magistrates directed the adjournment of the application, until they 
should have laid the case before you, and been favoured with your view of the 
peculiar circumstances attending it. 

I am therefore directed by the magistrates to state, that with every desire to 
support the Union, yet at a time when the pressure of the poor-rates is felt most 
heavily in this part of the country, they would feel considerable reluctance to 
issuing warrants of distress against the overseers or rate-payers to compel pay- 
ment of any additional rates caused by the above payments, estimated to amount 
to 2 J per cent, upon the rates of the Union ; and the magistrates venture to 
express a hope that you will be pleased to adopt such measures as may be calcu- 
lated to produce a speedy repayment or refunding of the money so expended. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) TV. ScvUhorpe^ 

Somerset-house. London. Clerk to the Magistrates. 

P. S. — The magistrates have adjourned this case until Saturday next, in hopes 
of receiving your reply. 
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(12139 B,) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 27 November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
24th instant, relative to the payment from the rates of the costs of defending an 
action for libel, brought by a ma^strate of the County of Nottingham, against 
certain of the guardians of the Basford Union, and relative to the refusal of the 
magistrates to grant summonses to overseers for non-contribution to the Union ; 
which refusal is connected with the circumstance of the payment of the expenses 
in question. 

The Commissioners have had their attention called to the same case by a letter 
from Mr. Ashton, the clerk to the guardians ; and the Commissioners will therefore 
offer the observations which appear to them to apply to the whole of the case as 
brought to their knowledge by both letters. 

The Commissioners have already stated their opinion, that if the legal expenses 
incurred in the defence of certain of the guardians in a criminal information for a 
libel be subject to objection^ the remedy is by means of the audit of the guardians* 
accounts, and they have pointed out the course which they think should be resorted 
to in that case, for the purpose of securing that remedy ; and it is in connexion 
with this kind of i*emedy that the 89th section of the roor Law Amendment Act, 
referred to in your letter, is provided. That section enables justices to disallow 
illegal charges made by guardians, but authorizes such disallowance only on One 
occasion, that of the audit ; but does not enable the Justices to take cognizance of 
such charges on other occasions, such for instance, as that now in question, namely 
the application of the guardians to the justices to compel overseers to pay up the 
contributions of parishes for the expenses of the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners consider that the principles and reasoning by which the 
right of the overseers to raise a poor-rate, is distinguished from the right of the 
overseers to charge an expenditure in their accounts, applies equally to distinguish 
the call of the guardians for funds, from their right to charge items in their 
accounts. The overseers* claim for a rate cannot be disputed, either on an appeal 
against the rate or in an action for distress for rate, on account of a misapplication 
of a past rate, or the anticipated misapplication of the rate in question ; such 
an objection in the case of overseers must be reserved for the render of their 
accounts. (R. v. Mayor of Gloucester, 5 T. R. 346.) The reason of this is equally 
applicable to guardians as to overseers ; namely, that the illegal expenditure by one 
overseer, or by a Board of three guardians, would, until the money mis-spent was 
recovered, prevent the whole of the others, overseers or guardians, from having fresh 
funds for relief of the poor, and that a single illegaf or exorbitant expenditure 
would stop the relief of the poor altogether. Such a result would obviously enable 
either the objectors, or the overseers and guardians themselves, if they desired it, 
to defeat the whole law of relief to the poor, by merely incurring a single illegal 
expense. 

The Commissioners therefore consider that an illegal expenditure, whether past 
or prospective, is no more a ground for refusing funds to the guardians when 
required by them, however true it may be tliat their improper application of 
previous funds has caused them to require the amount subsequently claimed. 

If the Commissioners be right in the views above described, it seems to them 
to follow that, whether the application of the guardians be founded on the 95th sec- 
tion of the Poor Law Amendment Act, or on the 98th, or, as is more probable, on 
the 2d & 3d Vict. c. 54, s. 1, it is equally incompetent to the justices on that 
occasion to enter on a consideration of how money has previously been expended 
by the guardians, or how the money then called for is intended to be expended ; 
for although, under the 95th, the orders of the guardians must be reasonable orders, 
these orders will be reasonable if the guardians are out of funds, or nearly out, 
whatever may have been the cause ; whether by their own previous misconduct, 
or by the negligence, or fraud, or felony of any other persons : all of which cases 
have their appropriate remedies and penalties. The same considerations appear 
to apply to the 2d & 3d Vict. c. 54, under which the justices have an express 
discretion, but which discretion is undoubtedly to be exercised with reference to 
some consideration arising legally upon the application, and not by reference to 
17^' B 3 considerations 
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considerations which the law excludes upon such an occasion, making them the 
proper matter for another inquiry specifically of another nature. 

I have, &c. 
To W. Sculthorpe, Esq. (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Clerk to the MagistrateSi Nottingham. Secretary. 



Basford Union. — Auditor's Report on an Objection to Accounts. 

Grentlemen, Papplewick, 15 January 1842. 

In consequence of a notice I received from certain rate-payers in this Union, 
requiring me to strike out from the accounts of the Union every sum of money 
paid towards defending a certain action at law, I gave notice to the several parties 
signing the same to attend at Basford Poor-house, on Thursday the 13th of Jar- 
nuary, to give information and answer inquiries relative to their objections. 

Two only of the parties signing attended on that day, viz. Alfred Faulcon- 
bridge and William Faulconbridge. I read to them the respective orders given 
to the auditor for his guidance in conducting the audit, the right of rate-payers to 
make objections, and the course to be pursued by the auditor on the hearing of 
them, and explaining the clauses relative to signing false declarations ; when they 
signed the following declarations : 

'^ Alfred Faulconbridge, having had read to him the sealed orders of the Com- 
missioners to the auditor, declares his ground of objection to be, that the sum paid 
for law expenses is not relief to the poor ; and he has no other objection. 

(signed) ** A. Faulconbridge.'' 

'^ William Faulconbridge^ having had read to him the sealed orders of the Com- 
missioners to the auditor, declares his ground of objection to be, that the sum paid 
for law expenses is not relief to the poor; and he has no other objection. 

(signed) ** fVUliam Faulconbridge^ 

These reasons not appearing to me sufficient to call for the striking out of the 
payment for law expenses, I have retained the item in the Union accounts. 

I accompany this with a copy of my report to the Board of Guardians on the 
same subject 

I have had laid before me the various documents connected with the death of 
John Parkes, and the subsequent reports of proceedings in the newspapers, reso- 
lutions of the Board of Guardians, various correspondences, together with copies 
of numerous affidavits in the suit, and the short-hand writer's notes of the hear* 
ings ; to all of which I have given much attention, and I see no cause, either from 
the want of production of regular vouchers, or from any grounds of objection made 
by the rate-payers, to disturb the accounts* I have much further matter, obtained 
in the course of the examination, and which, if needful, I will readily at any time 
forward to you ; but at present deem it unnecessary to trouble you with it. 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners (signed) J. BUejfj Auditor, 

for England and Wales. 



To the Chairman of the Basford Board of Guardians. 
Sir, 

In consequence of a notice I received from certain rate-payers in this Union, 
requiring me to strike out from the accounts of the Union every sum of money 
paid towards defending a certain action at law, I gave notice to the several parties 
signing the same to attend at the Basford Poor-house, on Thursday the 13th of 
January, to give information and answer inquiries relative to their objections. Two 
of the parties signing attended on that day, and I read to them the sealed order of 
the Commissioners relative to the audit and examination of the accounts, when 
they severally signed a declaration of their objections. 

I have given my attention to every matter brought before me relating to the 

said 
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said payment^ and, according to the certificate with my signature on the balance- 
sheet of the present quarter, have retained the payment for the law expenses in 
the accounts of the Union. 

I remain, &c. 
Papplewicky 14 January 1842. (signed) J. Riletfj Auditor. 



(Left by Mr. Riley at the OflSce of the Poor Law Commissioners, on the 4th of 

February 1842.) 

Examination of the Objections made to the passing of the item of 236/. 3^. ^d. 
for Law Expenses, in the Accounts of the Basford Union. 

Gentlemen, Basford, 13 January 1842. 

In consequence of a notice from certain rate-payers, dated 13 November 1841, 
and received by me 24 November 1841, requiring me to strike out of the accounts 
of the Basford Union, as illegal payments, certain sums of money paid for 
defending an action at law prosecuted by Thomas Nixon, esq. against Thomas 
Bailey (chairman), George Farrand (mover), and John Wood (seconder), for a 
libel, I gave notice to the said rate-payers to produce before me, on Thursday the 
13th of January 1842, any evidence to prove their case. 

The clerk of the Union had also special notice to produce all documents, cor- 
respondence, minutes of proceedings, and everything in his possession relating to 
the above payment. 

Of the objectors two only appeared at the poor-house on the 1 3th, when, after 
waiting some time, I, at their request, went forward with the audit. 

I read over to the two rate-payers attending, viz. Alfred Faulconbridge and 
William Faulconbridge, the necessary information relating to an audit, and 
required their evidence, when they signed the following declarations : 

^* Alfred Faulconbridge, having had read to him the sealed orders of the Com- 
missioners to the auditor, declares his ground of objection to be, that the sum paid 
for law expenses is not relief to the poor ; and he has no other objection. 

(signed) " A. Faulconbridge.'* 

" William Faulconbridge, having had read to him the sealed orders of the Com- 
missioners to the auditor, declares his ground of objection to be, that the sum paid 
for law expenses is not relief to the poor ; and he has no other objection. 

(signed) " fF. Faulconbridge.'' 

The following were produced to me by the Clerk : — 

Nottingham Journal, 5 February 1841, containing report of inquest held on the 
27th January 1841, at the Basford Poor-house, on the body of John Parkes. 

Nottingham Journal, 19 February, containing the inquiry on the 13th February 
1841, at the Shire-hall, Nottingham, attending the death of John Parkes. 

The statements published in this paper, are what the Board of Guardians com- 
plained of 

On 1 7th February further inquiry was held, and GUI and Davidson held to 
bail. 

Previously to the insertion of the report and minutes in the Journal of 19th 
FelMTuary, Mr. Nixon read over the proof copy before the publication thereof, and 
alterations were niade at Mr. Nixon's desire ; and the report and minutes so 
approved of by Mr. Nixon, were inserted and published by his (Mr. Nixon's) 
desire^ in the Nottingham Journal of i9tb February. 

Nottingham Journal : 

26 February 1841, contains the resolutions of the Board of Guardians, caused 
by the report and minutes above mentioned. 

5 March, contains letters of Messrs. Sculthorpe, Nixon, and Bailey. 

9 March, the clerk directed to see Mr. Payne, the attorney. 

23 March, letter to Mr. Sculthorpe, with oflFer of reconciliation, and the resolu- 
tion of the Board of Guardians : if such offer be refused, they are prepared to meet 
Mr. Nixon before a jury. 

178. B4 17 August, 
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17 August, resolution of Board to call special meeting to defray expenses^ 
which was held on — 

21 September, when the Board resolved they be defrayed out of the Union 
funds. 

i November, bill ordered by the Board to be paid, which was done by cheque 
dated the 2d November, and receipt on stamp given, dated 3d Nov. 1841. 

It does not appear needful to go into any question relating to the death of 
John Parkes, because it has already been fully and attentively considered by your 
Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Senior ; but only whether the payment objected to 
by the rate-payers be legal or illegal : yet still I request to mase some few remarks 
on the subject as it has come before me, that you may perhaps more clearly see 
the view I have taken of the case, and the reasons for the decision I have given. 

I cannot but notice that Mr. Nixon, who desired the publication in the Not- 
tingham Journal of 19th February, is a guardian ^^ex offido,^ not assisting the 
guardians by his presence and opinions at the Board, but acting against the 
Board in the capacity of magistrate. 

There has been no attendance of ex-officio guardians at the Board since its for- 
mation, except in one or two instances tor particular inquiry ; and that, had their 
duty as guardians been as periodically fulfilled as their duty as magistrates, they 
not only had the opportunity of knowing, but they must have known whether the 
statements made to them and put forth under the supervision of Mr. Nixon, were 
correct or not ; and afterwards such knowledge was still open to them. 

On examination of the various books, and of evidence taken by Mr. Senior, I 
am clearly of opinion such orders by the Board as published in the Journal of 19th 
February, were never given. 

Various offers of reconciliation appear to have been made ; amongst others that 
of 23 March 1841, in a letter from the Guardians. 

The course pursued by the Board of Guardians was one of defence ; for had the 
statements published in the newspaper of 1 9th February remained without contra- 
diction under the then state of public feeling, they would have strongly tended to 
bring (in this district at least), all the provisions of the Poor Law into danger and 
neglect, and render totally inefUcient the labours of a Basford Board of Guardians. 

The resolutions themselves are much more strongly worded than was desirable; 
they were, however^ passed at a Board of Guardians, and directed to be pub- 
lished. 

This latter part of their act was carried into ejQfect by Mr. Bailey, as their 
chairman, and by their desire ; and, as appears by the affidavit, no other person 
was in any way known or interested in that proceeding. 

The criminal information against him and two other guardians could there- 
fore be only for some act done in concert, and the only act in which there appears 
any connexion between them (and which was also together with the rest of the 
guardians) took place at the Board (nor does it appear at the hearing before 
Lord Denman any otherwise). 

By the minute book, the three parties defendants in the suit acted at the Board 
together (with others) when the resolutions were agreed to, and in giving pub- 
licity to them Mr. Bailey acted as chairman of the Board of Guardians, and 
under their direction ; but the two parties Farrand and Wood do not appear in 
anyways connected with an act of publication at the Journal office, nor is there 
any affidavit so implicating them. 

The objection of the rate-payers appears to me far from sufficient to prove the 
illegality of the payment ; but it being also my duty to satisfy myself it was a 
correct and legal charge, I have examined every document with much attention ; 
and however 1 may regret the cause, or the very disagreeable feffects resulting 
from the subject, I do not feel justified in striking out the sum from the Union 
accounts. 

I remain, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners (signed) /. Rilejfj 

for England and Wales, Auditor. 
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Gentlemen, Watnall, 26 January 1842. 

Referring to ypur letter of the 6th of November 4ast v ^^Z j^'l in which 

you do me the favour to say, ^' the readiest remedy against the allowance of the 
costs out of the poor-rates, is for any rate-payer to make his objection before the 
auditor, whose duty it will be, in such case, to dissdlow the payment : if he should 
be considered not to have taken the correct view on the subject, the Commission- 
ers would, when the charge had been inserted in the guardians' accounts, and not 
disallowed, have an actu^ case for inquiry, upon which they would be- enabled to 
give their instructions to the auditor :" — I have the honour to inform you, that in 
accordance with this communication, an objection to the payment of the costs was 
submitted to the auditor, but that gentleman having thought proper to allow the 
charge, '' which appears in the guardians' accounts," I presume the Commissioners 
have now " an actual case for inquiry," I therefore take tlie liberty of requesting 
an early attention of the Commissioners to this case ; it being felt by a great body 
of the rate-payers as an illegal exaction, and most oppressive at a time when the 
greatest difficulty exists in meeting the necessary expenses of the Union ; and if 
&e Commissioners will do me the honour of communicating to me before the 
meeting of Parliament, their view of the case, and what course they recommend 
being taken for the recovery of the money, should the charge be illegal, they will 
confer upon me an additional obligation. 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Lane. RoUeston. 



(907 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
• Sir, 7 February 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 26th ultimo, upon the subject of the allowance in the accounts 
of the Basford Union of the expenses incurred in defending an action against the 
guardians for an alleged libel. 

The Commissioners have not yet in their possession the requisite documents to 
enable them to express a distinct opinion on the case. They were at the time of 
the receipt of your letter, and are still, in communication with Mr. Riley, the 
auditor, who has afforded explanations of his view of the case, which the Com- 
missioners do not at present consider satisfactory ; but the Commissioners still 
request to be excused from stating their opinion until they have obtained further 
information. 

Among the information which they desire to have is an extract of that part of 
the affidavits upon which the criminal information was moved for, and of that part 
of the information itself in which the alleged offence was described. If you could 
favour the Commissioners with such extracts, the Commissioners would most pro- 
bably have no further difficulty as to the legality or illegality of the allowance of 
the item in question. 

I have, &c. 

To Colonel RoUeston, m.p. &c. (signed) E. Ckadzmckj 

Watnall, Nottingham. Secretary. 



Case. 

1. A Board of Guardians of a Union, considering that their conduct had been 
aspersed in some proceedings before justices, passed certain resolutions reflecting 
on the justices, inserted them on their minutes, and ordered them to be publishiscl 
in three newspapers. 

The resolutions were considered by the justices to contain libels on them, and a 
rule nisi for a criminal information was granted, at the instance of one of them, 
against three of the guardians, one of whom was the chairman of the Board of 
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Guardians, and one other of whom had written the resolutions complained of. On 
a motion to make the rule absolute it was discharged, but the defendants were 
ordered by Lord Denman to pay their own costs. 

The guardians have paid these costs out of the poor-rates in their hands. 

2. Objection was made before the auditor to the allowance of the item in the 
guardians* accounts : but the auditor has allowed it. 

The auditor is appointed under the 4th & 5th William 4th, c. 76, s. 46 ; his 
functions are described by that section and the 47th. 

There is no appeal given from the decision of the auditor : perhaps, if a justice 
of the peace were acting instead of an auditor (a case contemplated by the 47th 
section), an appeal might be considered as given from the decision of the justices 
by the 103d section of tljcAct. 

The manner in which an auditor proceeds in examining accounts, and allowing 
or disallowing items, is prescribed by the Poor Law Commissioners' Order as 
follows : — 

'^ 7th. And in reference to the auditing of accounts, bills and demands, in the said 
Union and Parishes, we do hereby order as follows : 

'^ 1 . The auditor appointed for the said Union shall give to the clerk to the Board 
of Guard iansy to the treasurer of the Union, and to the officers of the tereral 
parishes and places in the said Union, six clear days' notice in writing, of the day, 
hour and place on and at which he intends to audit the said accounts ; and that 
he shall for that purpose fix some day within 30 days after Lady-day, Midsummer- 
day, Michaelmas-day, and Christmas*day respectively. 

'^ 2. In auditing the said accounts, the auditor shall see that they are presented 
in proper form, and that the particular items of receipt and expenditure are stated in 
detail, and are supported by adequate vouchers and authority ; and shall ascertain 
that all sums received, or which ought to have been received, are brought into the 
account ; and shall examine whether the expenditure in all cases is such as might 
be lawfully made, and shall strike out such payments and charges as are not 
authorised by some provision of the law, or by virtue of our orders, rules or 
regulations, or under l^;al process* 

'^ 3. The said auditor shall cast up and compute the said accounts, so as to ascer- 
tain the accuracy thereof, and the balance or sum due to or from the officer 
rendering the same at the time of audit ; and the said auditor shall verify the same 
by his signature, and the date of such audit. 

" 4. The said auditor shall receive the objections in writing of any rate-payer in 
the said Union, to the said accounts, or any item or charge therein, or any vouch- 
ers or authority for the same, and shall examine into the merits of such objections^ 
and make a decision respecting the same ; and the said auditor shall also examine 
the several auxiliary books and accounts in use in the Union and parishes, and 
shall ascertain whether they be kept in the prescribed form, and that the several 
entries correspond with and balance each other (where such balance may be 
required), and that the number of paupers relieved accord with the several entries 
of the amount and description of relief administered ; and he shall certify the 
accuracy of such books and accounts by affixing his signature to each, and the 
date of such audit. 

<^ 5. If the said auditor doubt the correctness of any account, or any charge in an 
account, he shall require the officer rendering the account, or any other officer of 
the said Union or parishes, or (if the doubt shall have arisen respecting any goods 
stated to have been supplied for the use of the said Union) the persons represented 
to have supplied the goods, and any other persons who in the judgment of the 
said auditor shall be able to give information thereof, to appear before him, and 
to produce any accounts, books, or papers in their possession relating thereto 
which he may require ; and shall examine such officers or other persons respecting 
such account, item, or charge, and shall require them to subscribe a declaration in 
writing as to the correctness thereof, first forewarning them of the penalties incurred 
under the Poor Law Amendment Act, by persons subscribing a false declaration. 
And any paid officer who shall fail to comply with the requisition of the said 
auditor to appear before him, and to produce documents of which he may be in 
the possession, shall, on report thereof to us made, be liable to be dismissed from 
his office. 

^'6. If the said auditor be of opinion that any money, goods, or chattels 
belonging to such Union, or any parish therein, have been purloined, embezzled, 
or wilfully wasted or misapplied by any officer or person accounting, he shall 
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collect such evidence as he may think necessary to ascertain the amount or value 
of such money, goods, or chattels, and shall surcharge such officer or person with 
such amount or value in his account, and shall submit a statement of particulars 
to the Board of XJuardians, in order that they may proceed against any paid officer 
so offending, under the provision in that behalf contained in me Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, 

**7. And the said auditor shall examine and correct and sign the quarterly 
abstracts of the Union and parish accounts, hereinbefore required to be made, and 
report to us any facts or circumstances which he may deem of importance to the 
interests of the Union." 

There is no means that the Commissioners know of, similar to that by which the 
order of justices out of sessions is made matter of record by being returned to the 
quarter sessions (R. *o. Warminster, Str. 470 ; R. v. Eaton, 2 T R. 285), applicable 
to the accounts before an auditor, so as to render them matter of record for the 
purpose of being brought up by certiorari. 

The opinion of the Solicitor-general and Mr. Tomlinson is requested : 

!• Are the guardians, under the circumstances stated, justified in paying their 
costs out of the poor-rates in their hands ? 

%, When an auditor allows in the accounts of an officer any unlawful charge, 
can his allowance be removed by certiorari} 

3. Is there any other remedy by which the legality of the decision of the 
auditor can be tried ? 

(fiopy Opinion). 

We are decidedly of opinion that the guardians were not, under the circum- 
stances stated, justified in paying their costs out of the poor-rates in their hands. 

3d. We are of opinion that the allowance of an auditor cannot be removed by 
a certiorari. 

3d. We are of opinion that there is no other remedy by which the legality of 
the decision of the auditor can be tried. 

(signed) W. W. Follett. 

Temple, 11 February 1842. T. Tomlinson. 



(1836 B.) 
Gentlemen, 6, St. James*-place, 16 February 1842. 

In compliance with the request in your letter of the 7th instant (907 B.), I have 
the honour to enclose for your perusal " the affidavits upon which the criminal 
information was moved for, and the information itself in which the alleged offence 
was described." 

As these papers are of some importance to other parties, I must request the 
favour of your returning them to me when you are satisfied as to their contents, 
which I trust will enable you to afford me the opinion I have taken the liberty 
to ask. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Lane. Rolleston. 



(510 B.; 1303 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 24 February 1 842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that they have had 
under their consideration your letter dated 15th January 1842, and your commu- 
nication dated the 13th January 1842, but delivered by you at their office on the 
4th February. 

The first letter did not afford any indication, that the Commissioners could dis- 
cover, of the fact that the costs objected to were the costs incurred in defending 
some of the members of the Board of Guardians against the criminal information 
for publishing an alleged libel on Mr. Nixon. 

As regards the letter first referred to, the terms in which the objection was 
178. c 2 made 
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made to the allowance by A. and W. Faulconbridge were certainly not so definite 
as to show an obligation on your part to disallow the costs in question. 

But the Commissioners do not understatid that it is the duty of an auditor to 
determine a question brought before him, on the ground merely of the insufficient 
expression of the objection ; but they conceive it to be his duty to inquire further, 
with a view to inform himself whether any objection to any item substantially 
exists. 

In your second letter it is made apparent that the question involved related to 
the criminal information applied for by Mr. Nixon, and you there state your rea- 
sons for allowing the costs of the defence. 

The Commissioners, by a letter dated 1st September 1841, communicated their 
views to the Board of Guardians of the Basford Union, as to the legality of the 
payment, and stated that, '^ if, as seems to be probable, the application was the 
consequence of the publication of the resolutions in question in newspapers, and 
founded on that fact, in as far as that publication was a matter not within the 
scope of the official functions of the guardians, the Commissioners are of opinion 
that the expenses incurred in consequence cannot lawfully be defrayed out of the 
poor-rates," 

The Commissioners have since had under their consideration the affidavits on 
which the criminal information was moved for, and it is perfectly clear that the 
ground for the criminal information was the publication in the newspapers, not 
the original making of the resolution. The Commissioners cannot doubt that you 
must on inquiry have found the same to be the fact, and they are unable to discover 
any reasons which in that case could justify the allowance of the costs. The 
Commissioners have taken the opinion of Sir W. FoUett and Mr. Tomlinson on 
the matter, who are also decidedly of opinion that it was your duty to disallow 
them. 

In your second letter you state reasons to justify the Board of Guardians, so 
far as the publication is concerned. On this subject the Commissioners do not 
think themselves, or you as auditor, competent to enter. The matter is one for 
which the guardians were not liable as guardians ; the publication was no part of 
their office, and their justification or inculpation in such a matter, whenever or 
under whatever circumstances they acted, was entirely a matter personal to the 
parties. 

You will be aware that it is not sufficient that a person incurs an expense 
while acting in his office, and with the formalities of office ; the act must be 
legally within the scope of the functions of the office, in order to render it an offi- 
cial act, or to justify the expenditure of official funds in connexion with it. The 
Commissioners therefore cannot concur with you as to the propriety of allowing 
the costs on any of the grounds stated by you, nor on any other ground than that 
the expenditure was incurred in the performance of the official duty of the 
guardians. 

The Commissioners would wish to be informed whether you consider that you 
have finally disposed of the accounts for the quarter in which the expenses in ques- 
tion were paid, or whether you consider that the account is still open. 

I have, &c. 
To J. Riley, Esq, (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Auditor of the Basford Union, Secretary. 

Papplewick, Nottingham. , 



(1836 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 24 February 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th instant, forwarding the affidavits and other papers con- 
nected with the late action against certain of the guardians of the Basford Union, 
for an alleged libel. 

The Commissioners reouest to he allnwefl in keen the nffidavits fnr Knme fur- 
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of consulting the Solicitor-general and Mr, Tomlinson upon the question whether 
the decision of the auditor can be tried, in case he should come to an illegal deter- 
mination. The Commissioners enclose a copy of the case laid before Sir W, 
Follett and Mr. Tomlinson, and of their opinion, by which you will perceive that 
in case the auditor should have closed the audit, there will be no legal means of 
compelling a proper adjustment of the balance. 

The Commissioners will communicate with you again on receiving Mr. Riley's 
answer to the question contained in the Commissioners* letter to him* 

I have, &c. 
To Colonel Rolleston, m. p., (signed) E. Chadwick, 

3, St. James'-place. Secretary. 



(1836 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 5 March 1 842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to refer you to their letter of 
the 24th ultimo, relative to the payment, from the poor-rates, of the expenses 
incurred in defending an action against certain of the Guardians of the Basford 
Union for an alleged libel; and I am to request you to inform the Commissioners 
whether you at any time attended a meeting of the guardians, and in any way 
Xock part in their proceedings in connexion with such payment, or voted thereon, 
in your capacity of a Guardian of the Union. 

I have, &c. 
To J. Riley, Esq. , (signed) jE. Qhadwickj 

Auditor of the Basford Union, Secretary. 

Papplewick, Nottingham. 



(2690 B.) 

Basford Union. — ^Legal Expenses. 

Sir, Papplewick, 8 March 1842. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of 24th February 1 84? (510 B.)y 
and of 5th March 1842 (1836 B.) 

The reason of my leaving the communication dated 13th January 1842, at 
Somerset House, on the 4th February last, was my leaving home for some time, 
and had the letter been wanted by the Commissioners during my absence from 
home, there might have been some difficulty or delay in sendipg it to them. I am 
but just returned, which I request to be accepted as an apology for my thus late 
reply. 

In your letter it is stated, '^ the Commissioners do not understand it is the duty 
of an auditor to determine a question brought before him, on the ground merely 
of the insufficient expression of the objection, but they consider it to be his duty 
to inquire further, with a view to inform himself whether any objection to any item 
substantially exists." I believe I stated in my letter that I had inquired much 
further; but as regarded the objections, I followed the sealed order of the Com- 
missioners to me, viz. that ** I shall examine into the merits of such objections, 
and make a decision respecting the same." 

I have not been shown any letter of the 1st September 1 841, in which the Com- 
missioners ** communicated their views to the Board of Guardians of the Basford 
Union as to the legality of the payment ;'* but I find one dated the 2d of September 
1841 to that effect, and in which, in addition to the part quoted by you, I find the 
following: '^The Commissioners are of opinion that the resolutions which the 
guardians came to on the 23d of February last, and which gave rise to the action 
in question, with the exception of the 14th and 15th, were generally within the 
scope of their official business; and that if the motion for a criminal information, 
and the subsequent proceedings, had had reference only to the resolutions them- 
selves, as entered in the record of the proceedings of the guardians, the expenses 
to which the guardians would have been put, would have been repayable out of 
the funds in their hands as guardians." 

You mention, the Commissioners have "had under their consideration the 
affidavits on which the criminal information was moved for ;" but I do not learn 
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that the Commissioners have had all the aflSdavits on each side before them^ 
which so materially altered the case. 

Had I received from the Commissioners, previously to the audit, the inform- 
ation that all the facts had been laid before counsel, and that the payment of the 
costs in defendbg the action brought against certain guardians out of the funds 
of the Union would be illegal, I should have been reUeved from a great responsi- 
bility, and gladly have availed myself o^ and acted upon, such opinion of counsel, 
and which I shall also do with pleasure on any occasion ; but I must request you 
to bear in mind I have had no directions respecting these expenses from the 
Commissioners, nor have I even been informed, what I have more than once 
requested to know, to whom, or to what accounts, disallowed payments of unpaid 
officers were to be charged. 

The opinion of the Commissioners, given in your letter of the 2d of September 
1841, ** that the resolutions which the guardians came to on the 23d of February 
last, and which gave rise to the action in question, with the exception of the 14th 
and 1 5th, were generally within the scope of their official business,'' appeared 
clearly to agree with the facts of the case as brought before me, and materially 
influenced my decision. And the motion for a criminal information having been 
against parties who appeared by the affidavits to have had no part in any publi- 
cation, and being only concerned with the resolutions which gave rise to the 
action as guardians, they were then acting in their official duty at a meeting of 
the Board. I regret these reasons have not been approved of. Still, had the 
Commissioners seen the same information which was laid before the auditor, it 
might possibly have altered the tenor of your two letters. 

The several accounts were signed, at the audit for the quarter ending 25th De- 
cember 1841, in the same manner as at previous audits, in accordance with the 
Commissioners' directions, and so far disposed of or open as the Commissioners 
may deem the certificate of the auditor conclusive. 

I should hold counsel's opinion far superior to mine, and at the Commissioners' 
direction act upon it with due deference. 

I regret the Commissioners should think that I have intruded upon them any 
subject on which you say ** I was not competent to enter ;" but having, through 
the whole course of my auditorship, carefully borne in mind and acted on the 
direction of the Commissioners, in their sealed order of the 5th of August 1 836, 
that the auditor shall *' report to us any facts or circumstances whicn he may 
deem of importance to the interest of the Union,** I can only repeat my regret 
that the late communications have not been thought so. 
^ In reply to the question in your letter of the 5th instant, I desire very distinctly 
to reply, that however frequently, at any meeting, questions on the subject of this 
payment have been put to me, I invariably declined answering them, either as 
guardian or auditor, and refused giving any opinion to either guardian, ex-qfficio 
guardian, or any other person, nor was any ever given or expressed by me until 
after the last audit, when I made my written report ; nor have I, for nearly two 
years, voted at the Board on any question whatever (more especially upon this), 
but rendered the guardians and paid officers generally my advice and assistance at 
any time, and on any subject they requested me. 

And now I think I have a fair claim to request your acquainting me the 
grounds for the above question, as the office of auditor is sufficiently responsible 
and onerous, even with every assistance which can be rendered him. 

Having in this instance, and in every other connected with the office of auditor, 
been anxious to hold myself independent of every one in the discharge of my 
official duties, I beg to disclaim any preference or bias in my opinion on the 
above matter, or having been induced in my opinion by anything but what was 
regularly and properly brought before me in my official capacity. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) J. Riley ^ 
E. Chadwick, Esq. Auditor. 

Being from home, I was at no meeting connected with passing the resolutions 
in question, nor did I know of them until some weeks afterwards. 

J.R. 
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— 2.— 

With regard to the " Copies of all resolutions passed by the Board of Guar- 
dians relative to the transaction previously to the costs being paid," the Poor Law 
Commissioners, in addition to the resolutions contained in tne foregoing corres- 
pondence, desire to refer to the following correspondence : — And with regard to the 
" Return of the number of guardians present and voting at the several meetings of 
the Board, for and against the payment of the costs ; the names of such guardians, 
in what capacity they acted, ancf whether any of them were defendants in the 
action ; whether the auditor of the Union is a guardian of the Union, and whether 
he was present and voted as such at any of the meetings for the payment of the 
costs; and under what item in the quarterly abstract of accounts the charge has 
been placed,*' (ordered by The House,) the Poor Law Commissioners present 
copies of the following correspondence. 



(3287 B.) 

Poor Law Conmnisston Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 24 March 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to request that you will imme- 
diately prepare and forward to them without delay a Return (ordered by the House 
of Commons) of the number of guardians present and voting at the several meetings 
of the Board of Guardians of the Basford Union, for and against the payment of 
the costs of a rule nisi for a criminal information, granted on the 6th May 1841 by 
the Court of Queen's Bench, against three of the guardians, for an alleged hbel on 
a magistrate of the county of Nottingham ; the names of such guardians, in what 
capacity they acted, and whether any of them were defendcmts in the action ; 
whether the auditor of the Union is a guardian of the Union, and whether he was 
present and voted as such at any of the meetings for the payment of the costs ; and 
under what item in the quarterly abstract of accounts the charge has been placed. 

I am, &c, 
Mr. William Ashton, (signed) E. Chadwicky Secretary. 

Clerk of Basford Union, Bulwell, 
Nottingham. 

(3568 B). 

Voting upon Law Expenses. 

Gentlemen, Basford, 29 March 1842. 

In answer to your letter of the 24th (3287 B.), beg to inform you the following 
guardians were present at a special meeting, held on the 21st September 1841, to 
take into consideration the payment of the law expenses incurred by an action, 
Nixon V. Bailey, &c. 

Mr. Bailey, vice-chairman, in the chair; Mr. Frearson, Mr. Robinson, Mr. 
Kirkland, Mr. Wright, Mr. Abbott, Mr. Butler, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Potter, Mr. Lawe, 
Mr. Palin, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Clay, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Goodacre, Mr. Toplis, 
Mr. Holbrook ; — Mr. Riley ; — Mr. Birkin, Mr. Walker, Mr. Faulcon bridge, Mr. 
Shepperson, Mr. Aslin, Mr. Harwood, Mr. Seavern, Mr. William Faulconbridge, 
and Mr. Chouler. 

The numbers from Mr. Frearson to Mr. Holbrook voted for the law expenses 
to be paid : with regard to Mr. Riley it is not clearly ascertained whether he did 
vote or not, but the members of the late Board, now present, with the exception of 
one, are of opinion Mr. Riley voted for the expenses being paid. The votes were 
taken by a show of hands, and I assisted in counting the numbers, and considered 
every one at the time to have voted. 

The numbers from Mr. Birkin to Mr. Chouler voted against the law expenses 
being paid. 

The name of one guardian who was present I am not at present able to discover ; 
the error is occasioned by entering one name twice. Twenty-eight guardians were 
present, and the question of paying the expenses was carried by a majority of nine. 

At a meeting of guardians held 2d November 1841, the following guardians 
were present : — Mr. Bailey, Mr. Aslin, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Goodacre, Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Howitt, Mr. Faulconbridge, and Mr. Sleight ; Mr. Bailey in the chair. The 
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following resolution was proposed by Mr. Thompson^ and lieconded by Mr. Shaw : 
That the bills presented to the Board by the clerk, and examined, including the bill 
for law expenses, be paid. 

An amendment was proposed by Mr. Faulconbridge, and seconded by Mr. 
Aslin, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to give their opinion upon 
the legality of the law expenses in the action, Nixon v. Bailey, &c. 

The amendment was put by the chairman ; the following guardians voted in 
favour of it, viz. Mr. Faulconbridge, Mr. Aslin, Mr. Howitt, and Mr. Sleight. 

The original proposition was put by the chairman; the following guardians 
voted in favour of it, viz. Mr. Bailey, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Thompson, and Mr. 
Goodacre. 

The chairman, Mr. Bailey, gave his casting vote in favour of the bills being paid. 

Mr. Bailey was a defendant in the action, Nixon v. Bailey, &c. : Mr. Riley is 
auditor of the Union. 

The item " Law expenses'* is debited to Establishment account; which said 
item of expenses is included in the quarterly abstract, B. ii, for the quarter ending 
the 25th December 1841, the receipt of which has been acknowledged. 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 
(signed) William Ashton. 
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DISTRESS (BOLTON.) 



RETURN to an Addrkss of the Honourable The Hou^te of Commons, 
dated lO February 184a ;—;/»ir. 



COPIES of any Communications addressed from Bolton to the Home Office, 
during the late Recess, on the Subject of Mr. Motfs Report; together with 
any Reports presented by Mr. Mott in Answer to such Communications. 



Whitehall, I g ^ PHILLIPPS. 

March 1842. J 



1 March 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 3 March 1 842. 



SIR JAMES GRAHAM, BART. 

HAVE taken the liberty of sending the depositions of witnesses of three cases 
referred to by Dr. Bowring, in the House of Commons, on the 24th of 
August last; shall request him to move for these documents when Parliament 
re-assembles, in order that they may be printed and circulated through the same 
channel as Mr. Mott's partial and unfounded Report was. I trust you will have 
DO objection to this course, as your object no doubt was, that he should have 
taken those evidences along with those he did take. 

Yours, &c. 
Bolton, 15 December 1841. (signed) Wm. Naisby. 



Examination of Witnesses, taken the 16th day of October 1841, taken with 
respect to Kirkman's Case, when 16 People were residing in a House 
4 i Yards square. 

Artn Kirkman^ wife of John Kirkman, labourer and brickmaker. Slater-fields, 
Bolton : — About a year and a half ago I lived at the Willows, in Bolton ; we were 
sold up there for rent. After we were sold up we removed to Robert Kirkman's, 
my husband's father's house, near Daubhill Bar. At this time there was my hus- 
band, and self, and five children. There were two other brothers in the same 
bouse, one with a wife and three children, and the other with a wife and one 
child } every one of us were out of work at the time. There were also the father 
and mother of my husband residing with us, making in the whole 17 residing in 
the house, which uas about four yards square; we all slept in the room above, 
which was the same size. I recollect Mr. Naisby coming to the house, and 
requesting either me 5r my husband to come down to the guardian meeting on the 
Friday following. My husband went to the guardian meeting accordingly, and we 
had a bed, and a few household requisites, and some money, given us, and we then 
removed to Fitton*s houses. 

her 
Ann + Kirkman^ 
mark. 

After Ann Kirkman had made the above depositions she turned from the table 
as if to go away ; but immediately turned round, and bursting into tears, told 
Mr. Naisby that there were 13 of their family at home who had not broken their 
fasts to-day, and were now starving* 

(signed) H. M. Richardson. 
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Examination of Witnesses, taken the i6th day of October 1841, respecting the 
Death of William Peace, who died on the 23d day of February 1840, in HozveU- 
crqftj Great Bolton. 

Thomas Bradshaw. depo$es as follows : —I was elected relieving oflScer to the 
Relief Fund Society on the 22d of February last year. On the Sunday following 
my appointment to such office, I was waited on by Mr. Coop, combmaker, of 
Great Bolton, who stated that a man residing near his house was starving to death ; 
this would be about eight o*clock in the evening. Mr. Coop requested that I 
would immediately go and see him ; I did so, and when I got to the place alluded 
to by Mr. Coop, I found Mrs. Coop there, and the man dead. I was informed 
be had been dead about a quarter of an hour ; I felt the corpse, and it was still 
warm. 1 noticed the cellar to be in a very wretched state ; through the wall of 
the back part of the cellar I perceived- dirty, filthy water oozing through the 
crevices of the bricks, which I afterwards found proceeded from a midding-stead 
adjoining the cellar. There was a nauseous smell, and which I considered very 
unhealthy ; all the furniture in the cellar was a small three-legged table, an old 
chair with scarcely any bottom, and a three-legged stool, such as children use. 
There was a small bedstead, on which was placod some sacking contfmring shtivifigsf 
the shavings were quite visible through the sa£king ; there ,was no covering, the 
bed was quite wet with damp, and stank with filth i so much so, that I gave orders 
for it to be burned, which I believe was done after deceased was buried ; the 
corpse of Peace lay out on a loom without any covering, but Mrs. Coop lent theoa 
a pair of sheets. The value of the furniture altogether, I should consider, would 
not fetch 2^. if sold. I asked the worpan and her daughters whether they 
had any food ; they said, they had not tasted any that day. I went to my hpuse 
and brought them a quantity of broth, which they all devoured very voraciously*. 

I was in the cellar whilst they partook of it, and one of the daughters immer 
diately after she had taken it began to vomit very much^ which I attributed to. an 
excess of appetite, and being kept without food so long previously. 

I may add, that previously to partaking of the broth, th^y t^ga*^ to quarrel 
amongst themselves which had the greatest portion. 

I reported the case, and they were duly relieved. On the Tuesday following 
the committee sat, and they were ordered to be relieved. I now refer to the book 
in which ** distressed cases*' are entered, and I find that they were relieved with 
a grant of 3 s. per week, and the following entry, ** Peace, Helen, widow, Howeil- 
croft, to receive 3 s. per week for an unlimited period ;" and the following entry 
in the remarks, *' Husband supposed to have died from want'* I inquired into 
the earnings of the whole family, and found they did not exceed 3 s. per week. 
1 have since, several times, visited the old woman, Helen Peace, and fipd that she 
is of very weak intellect, and any statement she might make not fit to be taken 
as evidence ; and her daughters are the same : it appears that a dulness of intellect 
afflicts the whole family. I went to the coroner's inquest for the purpose of 
giving evidence, but not being called upon, I did not do so. Had my evidence 
been taken, I do not know how the jury could have done otherwise than returned 
a verdict that the deceased died from want. 

Taken before me, 

Thomas Bradshaw. 

James fVebster says : — I &m town missionary at Bolton. My duty is to visit cases 
of sickness and distress. On Monday the 24th of February last but one, from 
information I had received that a man had died from want in Howell-croft, I 
went there, and made inquiry ; the cellar of the deceased was pointed out to me, 
and on entering, I saw the deceased dead and laid out on his loom. I found the 
whole of the household requisites to consist of a small three-legged table, a chair, 
almost without a bottom, a stool, and a bed, with some sacking on, the whole of 
which were worthless, not worth carrying away; the bed was very filthy.. I 
reported the case to the Benevolent Society, who gave the family 5 s. I have seen 
the entry made in the Benevolent Society's book, and find Peace's case is entered, 
" Died from want of food," and this was my full impression immediately after I 
had examined into the case. On inquiry into their earnings, I found they did not 
exceed 3 s. per week. I have frequently visited and relieved the case since, and 
I consider them all, that is, the old woman, Mrs. Peace, and her two daughters, 
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to be of 8ii€h very weak ioteilect that it approximates very closely to insanity, and 
that they are totally incapable of giving evidence that could be depended upoii. 
Whenever I have conversed with them, I have always left them fully impressed 
that they were labouring strongly under a degree of insanity. 

(signed) James Webster. 

Nana/ Beswkky wife of Henry Beswick, weaver, Lever-street, Great Bolton : — 
I knew Peace before he died for four years, and his family also. About three 
weeks previous to the death of Peace,.! stood against my own door-step, and saw 
f eace coming towards my house ; there are three steps up to my house ; he 
tooked very wan, and pale as death, and was so weakly that to get on to my house 
floor he had to go down on his hands c^nd knees, and creep up; he had been in 
the habit of weaving for us some months before, and I had missed him for ^ 
month about, on the day I am speaking of. When he got in he said, " Nancy, 
do, bless you, make me a sup of warm t^a, for I am dying for want.*' I made 
him some lea and a little toast, and he devoured it very greedily; when he bad 
done it, he told me all that he had for three or four weeks back ; he had had 
nothing but a basin of gruel per day to subsist upon ; in about a quarter of an 
hour after the old man had had the tea he was seized with sickness, and I bad to 
obtain the assistance of neighbours, for I thought he was dying ; we reared him 
up in chairs with pillows, and in about three quarters of an hour he came round ; 
I then asked why he clammed himself to that degree, and he stated that as he did 
not belong to Bolton he could not get relief; he pulled up his trousers and 
showed me his legs, and they appeared nothing but skin and bone, and it was 
frightful to see him; he was taken home by ray husband, and I and his wife 
went to the overseers' oflSce to represent the case to them ; we saw Bridge, the 
assistant to the relieving-oflBcer, and told him the case, and he was very saucy, 
and said we had better mind our own business ; I gave in the name of Peace to 
the officer myiself, for akhoujih his wife was present when the officer asked her 
husband's name, she could not tell, and desired me to do so ; the officer said he 
would visit the case, but whether he ever did so or not I never ascertained, and 
I never heard anything more until about three weeks afterwards, which was, 
that he was dead ; I Jheard this the same night that he died, and went to the 
cellar ; I there found them' in a most shocking state, and the cellar smelled so 
very much that 1 could not remain in it ; he was laid out on the loom, with ^ 
sheet 6ver him. L noticed in the back cellar there was a sewer or midding 
channel ran through, and the floor was covered with nauseous filth and water. 
All the goods io the bouse was a broken three-legged table, a stool, chair, and 
the bed, made of sacking, without covering. I went again on the Monday morn- 
ing, and turned down the sheet to look at the corpse, and there were hupdreds of 
creeping filth upon him. I pointed the filth out to his wife, and she appear^ to 
be quite vacant. The daughters asked me to get them some light dresses, and 
shawls with purple spots in, as they were like to go to the funeral of the old man. 
They did not call him their father. They laughed, and appeared to be entirely 
out of their senses, and each of them had nothing wherewith to clothe them but 
canvas wrappering, without shoes, stockings, or wearing apparel of any descrip- 
tion. There was no warp in the looms, but they stated that Messrs. Goodbrand 
had sent them some a week before, but they had sent for it back for fear the 
bailiffs should seize it. Before the inquest went over Peace, I was warned by 
a policeman to go and give evidence before the jury at two o'clock. I went to 
the Britannia Inn, where the jury was sitting, but was not called upon. I went 
precisely at two o'clock, but on going into the house the landlord told me that it 
was all over, and the old woman, Peace's wife, was coming out at the door. Had 
I been called upon before the jury, as 1 expected 1 should 'liave Ix^eu, 1 am sure 
I should, have proved that to my knowledge he had died from want of .food. 
When the old woman was coming out of the house, the man that showed her out 
said, '* Well, mistress, go home, and take care that you don't die for want ; look 
after something before you come to this, because you seem to have a dismal face." 
A^ I have stated before I have knowu all the family for four years, and I always 
considered them not to be right in their minds. I have visited the family since 
the death of Peace, and the old woman has often asked me if I know what they 
are going lo.do with her, because several fellows had questioned her, and inquired 
after her. I told her, I believed they did not intend to do anything with her, and 
77. A 2 she 
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she had no occasion to be frightened. She talked very irrationally, and said that 
she believed they wanted to send her somewhere, but that she would not go, but 
could remain where she was. She appeared suspicious that some harm was 
meant towards her. 

her 
Nancy + Beswick, 
mark. 

William Coop^ of Great Bolton, combmaker, saith : — At the time of the death of 
Peace I was residing in the immediate neighbourhood, and had known the family 
well for some time previously; the first time that I had any acquaintance with him 
he culled to beg an old pair of shoes ; I told him I gave my old clothes to my 
apprentice's father, who, I said, was in great distress ; he replied, if they were as 
badly off as he was, God help them, for neither he nor any of his family had 
tasted food since yesterday : on questioning him, I found him in a state of starva- 
tion ; I went into the cellar and found himln the greatest distress ; there was only 
one bedstead for himself, wife, and two daughters; no bed-covering; they were 
forced to sleep in their clothes ; the seats they sat upon were bricks and stones 
before I gave them two old stools to sit upon ; this was about six months before 
he died ; he died on Sunday ; his wife came and stated that she believed her 
husband had given over stirring ; I went, and found him dead ; I went to the 
relieving-oflScer for the Relief Fund Committee (Mr. Bradshaw), and brought him 
down ; he was laid out on a pair of looms, and my mistress found a sheet to lay 
over him ; when it was returned, after Peace had been buried, we were forced to 
burn it, on account of there being hundreds of filth upon it. I have seen Peace 
pick potatoes off the midding, which had been thrown away, being rotten, aod 
afterwards have gone into the cellar and found them boiled up, and they were 
eating them for dinner ; there was no deceit in this, for I have gone frequently 
into the cellar when they were not aware of my coming ; it is my firm opinion 
that Peace died from nothing but starvation ; I consider all the family of the 
Peaces to be to a great degree insane, and quite incompetent to give evidence ; she 
has, to my knowledge, although I know her to be in the most abject state of 
poverty, often staled she wants for nothing, and is fearful she will be sent to the 
workhouse if she complains ; she has told me, many a time, since her husband's 
death, that she shall fetch me if they offer to take her out of the cellar, and hopes 
I will protect her; her aversion to going into the workhouse, 1 am certain, would 
make her say and do anything to avoid going there. 

(signed) William Coop. 

I, Henry Richardson^ do make oath, that on the i6th day of October 1841, 
the foregoing parties' examinations were taken before me, fairly and fully, as deli- 
vered by them, and that I wrote the same down as deliveied by the same parties 
who have signed the same, as witness my hand the day and year aforesaid. 

(signed) H. M. Richardson. 

Sworn before us, 

Robert Heywood, 
C. J. DarbishirCf 
Henry Ashworth^ 
Justices of the Peace for the said Borough. 

I have seen Mr. Stockdale's book, belonging to the Benevolent Society, and 
1 find the following extract :—" Peace, Ellen, widow ; husband died from want of 
food." 

(signed) H M. Richardson. 
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^hat I saw and heard from the old woman and her two daughters, I feel con- 
vinced the old man died from want ; the old woman and her daughters appeared 
to be of very weak intellect. 

(signed) Richard Dunderdak. 

Hefiry Richardson. 

I solemnly declare the above to be a true statement of Mr. Dunderdale's 
evidence. 

(signed) H. M* Richardson. 

Taken before me, 

C. S. Darbtshire. 



Examination of Witnesses, taken the 16th day of October 1841, respecting the 
Death of WiUiam Bristol j who died about two years since. 

Charles Skelton says : — I recollect about two years ago Mr. Naisby calling upon 
me to visit the case of Bristol ; on getting into the bouse, we inquired of the 
woman where her husband was, not knowing that he was dead ; she stated, that 
he was up stairs ; Mr. Naisby replied ^' I want to see him," and she then said '' he 
is dead." Mr. Naisby then went up stairs, and looked at hira. The woman had 
a very bad leg, and was quite unable to walk ; there were two children laying in a 
corner of the bouse, on a bit of straw placed on the flags ; one child was very 
much aflBicted with the St. Anthony's fire, and all the other children were very 
ill and sickly. I asked Bristafs wife what food he bad had lately, and she then 
stated, that her husband had asked the day before he died for a bit of cheese and 
bread, but that she was unable to procure him any. An old woman, a neighbour, 
stated, that Bristol had been clammed to death. 

(signed) Charles Skelton. 

Ann Bristol says: — My husband died about two years ago ; I recollect, when he 
was laid out dead, Mr. Naisby then coming to visit us ; my husband was laid out 
on the necessary door up stairs, covered over with a sheet which a neighbour had 
lent us. I was lame myself at the time, and could not walk ; my child was blind 
at the time, having the Saint Anthony*^ fire ; she was then nearly 16 years of age. 
I had another daughter very ill also, aged about 13 years. I had four other 
children besides, the eldest of which was nearly 1 8 years, the next nine years of 
age, the next seven years of age, and the other four years old ; altogether, I had 
six children. For three weeks previous to my husband's death, we had nothing 
but 3 s. per week coming in, and we had to live sometimes on potatoes, some- 
times on porridge, but had only one meal a day, which we generally made about 
four o'clock in the afternoon ; I think it was for a fortnight we had to confine 
ourselves to one meal for a day, sometimes having porridge, and sometimes pota- 
toes. When Mr. Naisby found us in this state, we got more food, otherwise I 
believe I should have lost more of my children, for we had got as far distressed as 
we well could be to be alive. * About five months previous to my husband's death, 
I had a child sucking, which died, and I feel sure that its death was occasioned by 
my not being able to give it suck, for want of sustenance. I had no bed, bedding, 
or anything whereon to lay when Mr. Naisby visited us. I had only a stool 
whereon to sit for myself; 1 had no shop where I could get provisions at ; they all 
refused to give me credit. My husband wished for a bit of cheese and bread the 
day before he died, but I was unable to procure him any. 

her 
Ann + Bristol^ 
mark. 

Betty Brown says : — 1 knew the last witness's husband previous to his death; also 
all the family for about two years. At the time of the death of Bristol, I laid him 
out on the top of a necessary door; I assisted to undress him, he having died 
with his clothes on. in which he had lain for many weeks, having nothing besides 
to keep him warm; when I cut his trousers legs and stocking legs open, there were 
large quantities of creeping filth which had eaten quite into the flesh, and his legs 
were nothing but putrid flesh and scabs ; he. had nothing but straw to lay upon, 
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which was spread on the floor ; one of her children had the Saint Anthony's fire, 
axtd the rest were all more or less very sickly and bad ; thev all slept together in 
one room ; and the wife of Bristol had a great hole in ner leg, and could not* 
walk or assist her husband ; but after she had received relief, and had got beddings 
she began to come round. I recollect Mr. Naisby coming down when Bristol was 
laid out on the necessary door, and I then told him the man had died for want^ 
and I know such to be the case. 

; her 

Betty + Brown J 
mark. 

Mary Ann Grimshaw says : — I recollect going in to see Bristol about two hours 
before he died ; I found him laid on a bit of straw without anything in the room ; 
his wife laid beside him with her back towards him ; she had a hole in her leg and 
cotild not stand. He had his eyes open, and was quite sensible ; he was shaking 
as if he had got the ague. I said, ** James, how are you ?" and he replied in a 
weakly and hollow voice, " I am very bad." He died about two hours after- 
wards ; from what I knew of the family for some weeks before, I am certain he 
died from starvation. 

her 

Mary Ann + Grimshaw^ 

mark. 

Joseph Reynolds Wood^ of Great Bolton, shopkeeper, says : — I was a guardian at 
the time of BristoVs death, and recollect the case being brought before the Board 
of Guardians, and Mr. Naisby remarked to Mr. Benjamin Brown, the relieving 
oflicer, who was then present, " Why, that poor fellow has died from want, Brown, ' 
to which Brown made answer, ** Yes^ I believe he has." 

(signed) Joseph R. fVood. 



Evidence of Witnesses in the Cases of IVilliam Pearce and James Bristol^ wlio 
died at Bolton from want of Food ; also on the General Distress in that Town ; 
with Remarks on that subject, and on the Assistant Poor-Law Commissioners 
Report. 

Intropucjory Remarks. 

In presenting to the public the following pages, allow me, with as much brevity 
as possible, to oflfer the following observations ; also, to republish Dr. Bowrings 
statement made in the House of Commons ; that the public may see, and be con- 
vinced that instead of the three cases being over-stated, they were very much 
under-stated. I shall also republish the evidence as given in Mr. Mott's report, 
in the case of William Pearce; the public will then see what an assistant poor 
law commissioner calls ^'comfortable living" in Bolton. 

It will also be seen that Mr. Mott was very careiul not to examine any wit- 
nesses whose evidence was likely to show the real cause of these deaths, although 
he had been frequently requested to do so. He keeps to the old woman, although 
he knows she is little better than an idiot ; and if one of his own witnesses did 
happen to slip a word likely to alarm his employers, he has taken care not to insert 
it m his report. For instance, I requested the clerk of the board of guardians to 
read to the relieving officer that part of the letter I sent to him, which contained 
an account of the state we found the family in when we visited them, and of 
which Dr. Bowrin2^s statement in the House of Commons was a verbatim copy. 
I then put the following questions to the relieving officer in the presence of 
Mr. Mott : First, ** Was that the state we found the family in when we visited 
them r" His answer was, " Precisely so." Second, ** Was it your oi)inion at the 
time that the man died from want?" Answer, ** That is stilj my opinion." This 
occurrence does not appear in Mr. Brown's evidence, as given in Mr! Mott's 
report.' The whole of his report is got up in the same way, and will serve for 
something to be pointed at at all times to show that Government commissions are 
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cases were visited by me some time previous to any meeting being held in Bolton 
under the sanction of the League. At the first meeting that was held, I made a 
long speech in reference to the distress then existing in Bolton, a part of which 
was reported in several of the London and provincial newspapers. A few days 
previous to the election, when politics were running very high, I made a speech ip 
the Temperance-hall, again alluding to the distress in Bolton { but on neither 
occasion did 1 allude to any of these cases. This proves that I did not visit the 
cases for the sake of serving the League, or for any political purpose; indeed, I 
never intended making any use of them, for I was convinced, whilst I was a 
guardian, from what I saw at the board, and by visiting the poor, that deaths were 
occurring nearly every week in Bolton for want of the necessaries of life, or, 
perhaps, more properly speaking, from sickness produced by want, and ending in 
death, which amounts to the same thing. 

It will be seen by the evidence that the whole of the cases mentioned by Dr. 
Bowring hre fully borne out by respectable witnesses, and that a verdict ought to 
have been recorded, both in the case of William Pearce and James Bristol : but 
they were very poor, and must die, like dogs, unnoticed. Respecting the recording 
of the verdict in the case of William Pearce, I may just mention that one of the 
jury called upon me the day the inquest was held, knowing I had taken an active 
part in getting an inquest over the body, and stated they had returned a verdict, 
" Died Irom want of food," and as a proof that that was the impression of the 
jury, Mr. Staton, reporter for the Chronicle^ who was one of the jury, stated at the 
guardian meeting on Friday, the 10th September last, in reply to a question from 
a guardian, " That he vyas on the jury, and they returned a verdict of * Died from 
want of food/" This proves that the jury were of that opinior), whether the 
coroner recorded the verdict or not. Of course 1 made no further inuuiry into th^ 
matter ; it was so notorious at the time that no one ever thought of disputing that 
the man had died from want. 

Mr. Mott wad apprised of and requested to attend the examinatibn of thes6 
witnesses ; but, to my surprise, instead of his attending, I received a letter from 
him, dated Friday, the 15th instant, in which he states, " that in accordance with 
the instructions I received, I made inquiries into the circumstances stated to 
have occurred, and, having reported the result to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
I have received no directions to take any further proceeditags." This proves that 
Mr. Mott's employers are well satisfied with what he has done, fbr a petition was 
sent by me to the House of Commons, stating that his report was a partial and 
unfair one, and praying for a full and fair inquiry. The petition was ordered to 
be printed, yet it appears he has received no instructions to make a further 
investigation. 

(signed) fV. NaUby. 

Bolton, 18 October 1841. 



Examination of Witnesses, taken the 16th dsiy of October 1841, respecting thi 
Death of William Bristol^ who died about two ye^trs ago. 

Charles Skelton says : — I recollect, about two years ago, Mr. Naisby calling upoii 
me to visit the case of Bristol. On getting into the bouse, we inquired of the 
woman where her husband was, not knowing that he was dead. She stated that 
he was up stairs. Mr. Naisby replied, " I want to see him ;" apd she then said, 
** He is dead." Mr. Naisby then went up stairs, and looked at him. The woman 
had a very bad leg, and was quite unable to walk. There were two children lying 
in the corner of the house, on a bit of straw placed on the flags ; one child was 
very much afflicted with the St. Anthony's fire, and all the other children were 
very ill and sickly. I asked Bristol's wife what food he had had lately, and she 
then stated that her husband had asked, the day before he died, for a bit of cheese 
and bread, but that she was unable to procure him any. An old woman, a neigh- 
bour, stated that Bristol had been *' clammed to death."* 

(signed) Charles Skelton. 

Ann Bristol says :— My husband died about two years ago. I recollect, when he 
was laid out dead, Mr. Naisby then coming to visit us. My husband was laid out 
on the necessary door, up stairs, covered over with a sheet, which a neighbour had 
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lent us. I was lame myself at the time, and could not walk. My child was blind 
at the time, having the St. Anthony*s fire; she was then nearly 16 years of age. 
I bad another daughter very ill also, aged about 13 years. I had four other 
children besides, the eldest of which was nearly 1 8 years of age, the next nine 
years of age, the next seven years of age, and the other four years old ; altogether 
I had six children. For three weeks previous to my husband's death we had 
nothing but 3 s. per week coming in ; and we had to live sometimes on potatoes, 
sometimes on porridge ; but bad only one meal a day, which we generally made 
about four o'clock in the afternoon. I think it was for a fortnight that we had to 
confine ourselves to one meal a day, sometimes having porridge, and sometimes 
potatoes. When Mr. Naisby found us in this state we got more food, otherwise 
I believe I should have lost more of my children, for we had got as far distressed 
as we well could be to be alive. About five months previous to my husband's death 
I had a child sucking, which died ; and I feel sure that its death was occasioned 
by my not being able to give it suck, for want of sustenance. I had no bed, bed- 
ding, or anything whereon to lay, when Mr. Naisby visited us ; I had only a stool 
whereon to sit, for myself. 1 had no shop where I could get provisions at j they 
all refused to give me credit. My husband wished for a bit of cheese and bread 
the day before he died, but I was unable to procure him any. 

her 
jinn + Bristalj 
mark. 

Betty Br(mn says :— I knew the last witnesses husband previous to his death y 
also all the family for about two years. At the time of the death of Bristol, I laid 
him out on the top of a necessary door. I assisted to undress him, be having died 
with his clothes on, in which he had lain for many weeks, having nothing besides 
to keep him warm ; when I cut his trousers legs and stocking legs open, there 
were large quantities of creeping filth, which had eaten quite into the flesh, and 
his legs were nothing but putrid flesh and scabs. He bad nothing but straw to 
lie upon, which was spread on the floor- One of her children had the St 
Anthony's fire, and the rest were all more or less very sickly and bad. They all 
slept together in one room, and the wife of Bristol had a great hole in her leg, and 
could not walk or assist her husband ; but after she had received relief, and had 
got bedding, she began to come round. I recollect Mr. Naisby coming down, when 
Bristol was laid out on the necessary door, and I then told him the man bad died 
for want, and I know such to be the case. 

her 
Betty + Brownf 
mark. 

Mary Ann Grimshaw says : —I recollect going in to see Bristol about two 
hours before he died ; I found him laid on a bit of straw, without anything in the 
room ; bis wife laid beside him, with her back towards him ; she had a hole in her 




ikly and hollow voice, ** I am very 
wards. From what I knew of the family for some weeks before, I am certain he 
died from starvation. 

her 

Mary Ann -f- GrimshaWj 

mark. 

Joseph Reynolds JVood^ of Great Bolton, gentleman, says: — I was a guardian at 
the time of Bristol's death, and recollect the case being brought before the board 
of guardians, and Mr, Naisby remarking to Mr. Benjamin Brown, the relieving- 
officer, who was then present, " Why, that poor fellow has died from want, 
Brown ? " to which Brown made answer, " Yes, I believe he has.** 

(signed) Joseph R. Wood* 
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KIRKMAN'S CAS£. 

Examination of Witnesses, taken the 16th day of October 1841, with respect 
to Kirkman's Case, where .17 People were residing in a House about four Yards 
wide. 

Ann Ktrkmartj wife of John Kirkman^ labourer and bricklayer, Slater-6elds, 
Bolton, says: — About a year and a half ago I lived at the Willows, in Bolton ; we 
t^ere sold up there for rent ; after we were sold up we removed to Robert Kirk- 
tean's, my husband's father's house, near Daubhill Bar ; at this time there was 
my husband, and myself, and five children ; there were two other brothers in the 
same house, one with a wife and three children, and the other with a wife and one 
child ; every one of us were out of work at the time ; there were also the father 
and mother of my husband residing with us, making in the whole 17 residing in 
the house, which was about four yards square ; we all slept in the room above, 
which was the same siae. I recollect Mr. Naisby coming to the house, and re- 
questing either me or my husband to come down to the guardian meeting on the 
Friday following ; my husband went to the guardian meeting accordingly, and we 
had a bed and a few household requisites and some money given us, and we then 
removed to Fitton's houses. 

her 
Ann + Kirkman^ 
mark. 

After Ann Kirkman had made the above depositioo she turned from the table 
as it to go away ; but immediately turned round, and, bursting into tears, told 
Mr. Naisby that there were 13 of their family at home who had not broken their 
fasts that aay, and were now starving. 

(signed) H. M. Richardson. 



PEARCE*S CASE. 

Examination of Witnesses, taken the 16th day of October 184I, respecting the 
Death oi William Pearce^ who died on the 23d day of February 1840, in 
Houdl'crofty Great Bolton. 

Thomas Bradshaw deposes as follows : — I was elected relieving officer to tlie 
Relief Fund Society, on the 22d of February last year. On the Sunday following 
my appointment to such office, 1 was waited on by Mr. Coop, combmaker, of 
Great Bolton, who stated, that a man residing near his house was starving to 
death ; this would be about eight o^clock in the evening. Mr. Coop requested 
that I would immediately go and see him. I did so ; and when I got to the place 
alluded to by Mr. Coop, I found Mrs. Coop there, and the man dead. 1 was 
informed he had been dead about a quarter of an hour. 1 felt the corpse, and it 
was still warm. I notFced tfhe cellar to be in a very wretched state. Through the 
wall of the back part of the cellar, I perceived dirty, filthy water oozing through 
the crevices of the bricks, which I afterwards found proceeded from a midden-stead 
adjoining the cellar. There was a nauseous smell, and which I considered very 
unhealthy. All the furniture in the cellar was a small three-legged table, an old 
chair with scarcely any bottom, and a three-legged stool, such as children use ; 
there was a small bedstead, on which was placed some sacking containing shavings, 
the shavings were quite visible through the sacking ; there was no covering. The 
bed was quite wet with damp, and stunk with filth ; so much so, that I gave orders 
for it to be burned ; wliich 1 believe was done after deceased was buried. The 
corpse of Pearce lay out on a loom, without any covering, but Mrs. Coop lent them 
a pair of sheets. The value of the furniture altogether, 1 should consider, would 
not fetch 2*. if sold. I asked the woman and her daughters whether they had 
any food. They said they had not tasted that day. 1 went to my house, and 
brought them a quantity of broth, which they all devoured very voraciously. I vvas 
in the cellar whilst they partook of it, and one of the daughters, immediately after 
she had taken it, began to vomit very much, which I attributed to an excess of 
appetite, and being kept without food so long previously. I may add, that pre- 
viously to partaking of the broth, they began to quarrel amongst themselves,, 
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which had the greatest portion. I reported the case, and they wei^ duly relieved. 
On the Tuesday following the committee sat, and they were ordered to be relieved. 
I now refer to the book in which the "distressed cases" are entered, and I find 
that they were relieved with a grant of 3 s. per week, I find the following entry^ 
" Pearce, Ellen, widow, Howell-croft, to receive 3 5. per week for an unlimited 
period ;" and the following entry in the remarks, ^'Husband supposed to have died 
from want." I inquired into the earnings of the whole family, and fouad they 
did not exceed 3 s. per week. I have since, several times, visited the old woman^ 
Helen Pearce, and find that she is of very weak intellect, and any statement she 
might make is not fit to be taken as evidence, and her daughters are the same* 
It appears that a dulness of intellect afflicts the whole family. I went to the 
coroner's inquest for the purpose of giving evidence, but not being called upon, I 
did not do so. Had ray evidence been taken, I do not know how the jury could 
have done otherwise than returned a verdict that the deceased died from want. 

(signed) Thomas Bradshaw. 

James Webster says: — I am town missionary at Bolton. My duty is to visit cases 
of sickness and distress. On Monday, the 24th of February last but one, from 
information I had received that a man had died from want in Howell-croft, I went 
there and made inquiry. The cellar of the deceased was pointed out to me, and 
on entering I saw the deceased dead, and laid out on his loom. I found the whole 
of tlie household requisites to consist of a small three-legged table, a chair, almost 
without a bottom, a stool, and a bed with some sacking on ; the whole of which 
were worthless, not worth carrying away; the bed was very filthy. I reported the 
case to the Benevolent Society, who gave the family 5 *. I have seen the entry 
made in the Benevolent Society^s book, and find Pearce's case is entered, '^ Died 
from want of food," and this was my full impression immediately after I had 
examined into the case. On inquiring into their earnings, I found they did not 
exceed 3 s. per week. I have frequently visited and relieved the case since, and 
I consider them all, that is, the old woman (Mrs. Pearce) and her two daughters 
to be of such very weak intellect that it approximates very closely to insanity, and 
that they are totally incapable of giving evidence that could be depended upon. 
Whenever I have conversed with them I have always left them fully impressed 
that they were labouring strongly under a degree of insanity. 

(signed) James Webster. 

Nancy Beszmck, wife of Henry Beswick, weaver, Lever-street, Great Bolton* 
says : — I knew Pearce before he died for four years, and his family also. About three 
weeks previous to the death of Pearce I stood against my own door-step, and saw 
Pearce coming towards my house. There are three steps up to my house. He 
looked very wan, and pale as death, and was so weakly, that to get on to my 
house floor he had to go down on his hands and knees and creep up. He bad 
been in the habit of weaving for us some months before, and I had missed him 
for a month about, on the day I am now speaking of. When he got in, he 
said, ** Nancy, do, bless you, make a sup of warm tea, for 1 am dying for want." 
I made him some tea and a little toast, and he devoured it very greedily. When 
he had done it, he told me all that he had had for three or four weeks back; he had 
had nothing but a basin of gruel per day to subsist upon. In about a quarter of an 
hour after the old man had had the tea, he was seized with sickness, and I had 
to obtain the assistance of neighbours, for I thought he was dying. We reared 
him up in chairs with pillows, and in about three quarters of an hour he came 
round. I then asked him why he clammed himself to that degree, and he said, as 
he did not belong to Bolton he could not get relief. He pulled up his trousers 
and showed me his legs, and they appeared nothing but skin and bone ; and it was 
frightful to see him. He was taken home by my husband, and I and his wife 
went to the overseers' office to represent the case to them. We saw Bridge, the 
assistant to the relievin^: officer, and told him the case, and he was verv saucv* 
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cellar, I there found them in a most shocking state, and the cellar smelled so 
much that I could not remain in it. He ^as laid out on the loom, with a sheet 
over him. I noticed in the back cellar there was a sewer, or midden channel, ran 
through, and the floor was covered with nauseous filth and water. All the goods 
in the house were a broken three-legged table, a stool, chair, and the bed, made 
of sacking, without covering. I went again on the Monday morning, and turned 
down the sheet to look at the corpse, and there were hundreds of creeping filth 
upon him. I pointed out the filth to his wife, and she appeared to be quite vacant. 
The daughters asked me to get them some light dresses and shawls, with purple 
spots in, as they were like to go to the funeral of the old man — they did not call 
him their father — they laughed, and appeared entirely out of their senses, and each 
of them had nothing wherewith to clothe them but canvas wrappering — ^without 
shoes, stockings, or wearing apparel of any description. There was no warp in 
the looms ; but they stated that Messrs. Goodbrand had sent them some a week 
before, hut they had sent for it back for fear the bailiffs should seize it. Before 
the inquest went over Pearce, I was warned by a policeman to go and give 
evidence before the jury at two o'clock. I went to the Britannia Inn where the 
jury was sitting, but was not called upon. I went precisely at two o'clock, but 
on going into the house, the landlord told me that it was all over, and the old 
woman (Pearce's wife) was coming out at the door. Had I been called upon 
before the jury, as I expected I should have been, I am sure I should have proved 
that, to my knowledge, he had died from want of food. When the old woman 
was coming out of the public-house, the man that showed her out, said, '^ Well, 
mistress, go home and take care that you don't die for want ; look after some- 
thing before you come to this, because you seem to have a dismal face.** As 
I have stated before, I have known all the family for four years, and I always con- 
sidered them not to be right in their minds. I have visited the family since 
the death of Pearce, and the old woman has often asked me, if 1 knew what 
they were going to do with her, because several fellows had questioned her, 
and inquired sifter her. I told her I believed they did not intend to do 
anything with her, and she had no occasion to be frightened. She talked 
very irrationally, and said she believed they wanted to send her somewhere, but 
that she would not go, but remain where she was. She appeared suspicious that 
some harm was meant towards her. 

her 
Nancy -f- Beswiek, 
mark. 

William Coopj of Great Bolton, combmaker, saith : — At the time of the death 
of Pearce I was residing in the immediate neighbourhood, and had known the 
family well for some time previously. The first time that I had any acquaintance 
-with Pearce he called to beg an old pair of shoes ; I told him I gave my old 
clothes to my apprentice's father, whom I said was in great distress. He replied, 
if they were as badly off as he was, God help them, for neither he nor any of 
bis family had tasted food since yesterday. On questioning him, I found him in 
a state of starvation ; I went into the cellar and found him in the greatest dis- 
tress ; there was only one bedstead for himself, wife, and two daughters ; no bed 
covering ; they were forced to sleep in their clothes ; the seats they sat upon were 
bricks and stones, before I gave them two old stools to sit upon. This was about 
six months before he died ; he died on Sundays his wife. came and stated she 
believed her husband had given over stirring ; I went, and found him dead. 1 
went to the relieving-officer for the Relief Fund Committee (Mr. Bradshaw), and 
brought him down ; he was laid out on a pair of looms, and my mistress found a 
sheet to lay over him ; when it was returned, after Pearce had been buried, we 
were forced to burn it, on account of there being hundreds of filth upon it. I 
have seen Pearce pick potatoes off the midden, which have been thrown away for 
being rotten, and afterwards having gone into the cellar and found them boiled 
up, and they were eating them for dinner. There was no deceit in this, for I have 
gone frequently into the cellar when they were not aware of my coming. It is 
my firm opinion that Pearce died from nothing but starvation ; I consider all the 
family of the Pearces to be to a great degree insane, and quite incompetent to 
give evidence ; she has, to my knowledge, although I know her to be in the most 
abject slate of poverty, often stated she wants for nothing, and is fearful she will 
be sent to the workhouse if she complains ; she has told me, many a time, since her 
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husband's death, that she shall fetch me if they offer to take her out of the cellar, 
and hopes I will protect her ; her aversion to going into the workhouse, I am cer* 
tain, would make her say and do anything to avoid going there. 

(signed) WtUiam Coop. 

I, Henry M. Richardson^ do make oath, that on the i6th day of October 1841, 
the foregoing parties' examinations were taken before me fairly and fully as deli- 
vered by them, and that I wrote the same down as deUvered by the several par- 
ties who have signed the same. As witness my hand, the day and year aforesaid. 

(signed) H. M. Richardson. 

Sworn before us, 

Robt. Heyweody 
C. J. DarbishirCy 
Henry Ashworth, 
Justices of the Peace for the said Borough. 



The Examination o( Richard Dunderdale, taken the 18th day of October 1841. 

Richard Dundtrdaky of Great Bolton, tea-dealer, says: — I was one of the over- 
seers of the poor at the time of the death of Pearce ; I recollect going with Mr. 
Naisby to the cellar at the time that Pearce lay dead on a pair of looms ; from 
what I saw and heard from the old woman and her two daughters I felt convinced 
that the old man died from want ; the old woman and her daughters appeared of 



very weak intellect. 



(signed) Richard Dunderdale. 



I, Henry Richardsouy solemnly declare the above to be a true statement of 
Mr. Dunderdale's evidence. 

(signed) Henry RichardsoUy 

Taken before me, 

C. /. Darbishire. 



From Mr. MotC& Report. 

** Elkn Pearce states that her husband's name was William Pearce ; that he 
died last February 12 months ; had been ailing 18 weeks, but had worked occa- 
sionally during that time ; that he was 65 years of age ; that he had plenty of 
work if he could have done it ; that he was a steady, sober man, and always 
brought his wages home ; that they had two looms at home, on which she and 
her daughter worked ; that her daughter Phoebe worked at Mr. Haslam's, in 
Blackhorse-street, at that time; that she and her daughter earned about gs. 6d. 
per week ; that they never wanted food ; * they were comfortable then ;' and she 
had not applied for relief.'' 

Ellen Pearce does not belong to Bolton, but her settlement cannot be ascer- 
tained ; I found her inhabiting a cellar, in a dirty state. Her daughter Phoebe 
still works at weaving, and she receives 3 s. per week of the Union for herself 
and daughter, a young woman of weak intellects; she did not make the least 
complaint of her husband having been neglected. I repeatedly asked her as to 
the state they were in when her husband died, and she answered, they did not 
want food ; *' that they were comfortable then.*' 

In consequence of the statement made by William Coop, Ellen Pearce was 
again examined, and she confirmed the foregoing statement^ and indignantly 
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Extract from Dr. Bowring^s Speech, in the House of CommoDs, on Wednesday, 
25th August 1841, on the Distress in Bolton. 

Would the House bear with him while he detailed some cases of individual 
suffering, authenticated by the evidence of Poor Law guardians and magistrates ? 
•*I visited," says the informant, *^a man and his wife, with four children; I 
found two of the children lying on a piece of straw, without any covering. I went 
up stairs and found the father dead on the boards, without bedding or bed. His 
wife told me that the day before he died he wished for a little bread and cheese, 
but in vain. The neighbours said he had died for want of food." Another 
wretched case. " A man, bis wife, and two daughters (it is a guardian of the 
poor who speaks), lived in a cellar, the wife and daughters out of work ; this man 
earned about 4 s. per week by weaving ; I was fetched by the neighbours, who 
told me the man had died of hunger ; I found him lying dead on one of the 
looms i they had neither bed nor bedding. I caused a jury to be summoned : 
their verdict was, * Died for want of food."^ He felt a difficulty in selecting cases 
from the many mournful examples he held in his hand. His correspondent had 
been called to visit a family which he was informed was in a state of starvation. 
He found the father had just sold all he had to pay his rent, and had removed, 
with his family, to his father's, whither he followed him, and found the man, his 
wife, and four children ; another brother, his wife, and three children ; a third 
brother, his wife, and one child ; all the men out of work, all the women far 
advanced in pregnancy, in a house four and a half yards square ; they all slept in 
a room above of the same size, and lay upon little but straw. 

Is THE Condition of the Poor Improved? 

It may be said that these cases having occurred some time ago, that distress is 
not so great in Bolton at present. On that subject I beg to refer to a report 
which has been published and circulated in Bolton, within the last 10 days, by 
the Committee of the Society for the Protection of the Poor, of which the Rev. 
J. Slade, vicar of this parish, is the president, and the Rev. J. S. Birley, vice- 
president, in which the following important information appears : 

^* Number of individuals constituting the families of applicants, 2,656. 

Average income per week, i s. 2id. 

Average income per week of parties relieved, 10 i £/." 

W.N. 



Observations on Mr. Naisby's Statement with reference to the Bolton Inquiry. 

Gentlemen, Manchester, 3 November 1841. 

I HAVE received the Board's letter of 23d ultimo, inclosing copy of Mr. Naisby*s 
remarks, with evidence of witnesses, in the cases of William rearce and James 
Bristol, who are again said to have "died from want of food," at Bolton, with 
copy of a letter from the Hon. H. Manners Sutton, in which I am instructed to 
remit to the Board any observations I may have to offer in reply, for the informa- 
tion of Sir James Graham. 

In obedience therewith, I have to offer the following remarks. 

Mr. Naisby has completely changed his accusations, and the grounds upon 
which they were originally made, and be makes assertions which are not supported 
by the facts. 

For example, he states " that Mr. Mott was very careful not to examine any 
witnesses whose evidence was likely to show the real cause of these deaths, 
although he had been repeatedly requested to do so." 

In reply, I have to state that Mr. Naisby having acknowledged in a letter to 
Mr. Woodhouse, that he had given the information to Dr. Bowring in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Woodhouse, the clerk, I took Mr. Naisby 's evidence in writing, and 
afterwards read it over to him, when he assented to the correctness of it. I in- 
quired of him if he wished for any person to be examined ; Mr. Naisby said it 
was not necessary, and thought that it would be only requisite to go into the case 
of William Pearce, upon whose body Mr. Naisby had again repeated, in his letter 
to Mr. Woodhouse, a jury had brought in a verdict '* Died from want of food." 
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Having ascertained that no verdict had been given, and that the evidence I had 
received was at variance with the statement made by Mr. Naisby, I acquainted 
him with the result, when Mr. Naisby handed me the letters from Mr. Balshaw 
and Mr. Coop in support of his statements. I again read to Mr. Naisby the 
evidence in Pearce's case ; I told him I would forward the letter with the rest of 
the evidence, and I asked him, moreover, if he wished to make any further state- 
ment or offer any other evidence, and I at the same time stated my willingness to 
inform him the result of the calculation I had made respecting the empty houses 
at Bolton. 

Mr. Naisby said he had no further evidence to offer, and that he should be 
quite satisfied if I would forward the letters of Mr. Balshaw and Mr. Coop; and 
as to the statement about the houses, it was not his, and he neither knew nor cared 
anything about it. As regards Mr. Coop's statement, the widow denied his 
assertion in the presence of Mr. Coode and Mr. Brown, who accompanied me on 
my second visit ; and with reference to Mr. Balshaw's letter, finding that he was 
the registrar of the district at the time of William Pearce's death, and that the 
statement he had made in his letter was directly at variance with the certificate 
given by him at the time, in which he asserts that the cause of his death was 
gradual decay, I wrote to Mr. Balshaw on 28th September, pointing out this 
discrepancy, and requesting he would inform me what could have induced him on 
25th February 1840, two days after the death of William Pearce, when the facts 
and particulars must have been fresh in his recollection, to have certified that the 
death was occasioned by ''gradual decay," if in September 1841 he could so 
positively assert that he died of the want of the necessaries of life. Mr. Balshaw, 
in reply to my letter, sent me one dated 30th September, in which he states, " I 
am very sorry that I should have been decoyed into this unpleasantness, as when I 
furnished Mr. Naisby with the information, I was not aware until I had near written 
all I did write he wanted me to sign my name, much less to put it in the shape of a 
letter to him, for when I had finished the writing, he says, ' you had better direct 
to me.' He having been kind to me in days gone by, I did not like to offend 
him, so I directed it to him, little fancying that such a letter would be put in a 
newspaper ; this will teach me a lesson for my future guidance/' 

I must beg to observe, however, that this occurred after my report had been 
forwarded to your Board, and I must most explicitly deny that I declined or neg- 
lected to receive any information relative to the cases under examination before 
I completed my report. 

I am. informed that Mr. Naisby has declared to Dr. Bowring, that he did not 
state to me that his communication with Dr. Bowring was of a poUtical character. 
On this point, I beg lo refer the Board to the annexed letter from Mr. Woodhouse, 
a solicitor of high character at Bolton, the clerk to the Bolton Union, in whose pre- 
sence the inquiry was chiefly conducted, who states that he has the most distinct 
recollection that Mr. Naisby stated that the communication he had with Dr. Bow- 
ring was entirely of a political nature. 

Should it be deemed necessary to pursue the inquiry any further, Mr. Rutter, 
the other coroner, has within the last fortnight named to Mr. Woodhouse that he 
recollects attending the house and inquiring into the cause of death of William 
Pearce, and satisfied himself that there was nothing to warrant the report that he 
had died from want of food. 

My allusion to the political proceedings of the anti-corn law gentlemen had 
no reference to Mr. Naisby ; he had established his motive by his admission that 
his communication with Dr. Bowring was entirely of a political character. I made 
no mention of the "Anti-Corn Law League,*' as Mr. Naisby calls it; I simply 
stated the time and circumstances under which the committee obtained its infor- 
mation, and the use which appeared to have been made of it. 

The evidence of the widow, Ellen Pearce, was taken in the presence of the 
relieving officer ; and Mr. Naisby has incorrectly attributed to me the expression 
that the Pearce's family were in ** comfortable living," whereas it was the woman 
Pearce herself who stated that " they were comfortable then,'* meaning when her 
husband was alive. 

It will be unnecessary for me to notice any other remarks of Mr. Naisby's in 
reference to my proceedings in the inquiry at Bolton ; but Mr. Naisby having at 
the conclusion of his publication extracted from the report, recently published by 
the Committee of the Society for the Protection of the Poor in Great Bolton, an 
account of the number of individuals constituting the families of applicants to that 
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society, in illustration of the distress which exists at Bolton, I must beg to offer 
a few observations on this statement, by which, I think, Mr. Naisby will be found 
to be as unlucky in his selections to prove the existence of general distress, as he 
has been in the individual cases into which the inquiry was made. 

The number of applicants from the commencement was 776, who, with their 
families, amounted, as Mr. Naisby states, to 2,656 individuals ; but Mr. Naisby 
does not mention the fact, that of this numj)er no less than 558 cases were dis- 
missed as unworthy, or as otherwise provided for ; amongst whom may be named 
the following causes of dismissal ; — 

Guilty of deliberate falsehoods ----- 67 

Professional mendicants 45 

Bad characters 31 

Refuse to work .-.•.--23 

Impostors 7 

Confirmed drunkards • - - - - -27 

Not found 17 

Refuse to appear before the committee - - - 30 

Refused to be removed, chiefly mendicants - - - 43 

Disorderly characters 17 

Vagrants 18 

Permanent cases, receiving relief from parish - - 55 
Receiving earnings above the scale allowed by the com- 
mittee 67 

Referred to the relieving officers 76 

Living beyond the limits of the borough - - - 13 

Thieves 2 

Found work for ---. ..-i 

Left town 1 

Referred to inquiry for private charity, but found un- 
worthy 14 

Refuse to answer inquiry 4 

Total - - - - 558 



It will thus be seen that 558 cases were dismissed by the socieW for the 
reasons I have stated, whilst 218 cases only were relieved as objects of charitv; 
and taking the 218 cases at three and four-tenths individuals to each case (the 
average of the whole), it will give 741 individuals relieved, whilst 1,915 were 
dismissed without relief, after due inquiry by the society, as unworthy or other- 
wise provided for. 

With reference to the case of William Pearce's death, I am not aware that it 
will be requisite for me to offer any further observations. It was asserted that 
a jury had returned a verdict of " Died of want." The answer is, that no such 
verdict was ever returned ; that the coroners were satisfied that no grounds 
existed for such a charge. And this opinion is further confirmed by the certificate 
of the registrar of the district at the time Pearce's death happened, that he '^ Died 
of gradu^ decay." 

These facts cannot be altered by any evidence that can now be offered to the 
contrary, and I respectfully submit that no good would result from prolonging an 
investigation upon points upon which I believe the public is now perfectly satis- 
fied. 

Nevertheless, should the Board deem it requisite that any further evidence 
should be obtained, I will hold myself in readiness to make a more extensive 
inquiry immediately. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Charles Mott. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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Dear Sir, Bolton Union, 26 October 1841. 

I WAS present at the Board-room when you took the evidence of Mr. William 
Naisby, in reference to the communication made by him to Dr. Bowring, m.p., 
respecting the alleged death from want of food, in this Union, of William Pearce 
imd James Bristol, and having referred to your report, I am enabled to speak posi- 
tively to its accuracy. 

The examination of Mr. Naisby was taken in writing in his presence, and read 
over by you, and assented to by him ; I have the most distinct recollection that he 
stated to you that the communication he had with Dr. Bowring was entirely of a 
political nature. 

I am, &c. 
To Charles Mott, Esq. (signed) John fVoodhmse. 

Sir, 1, Queen-square, Westminster, 14 Dec. 1841. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a letter from the gentlemen who instituted an 
inquiry in December last into the condition of the working classes of Little 
Bolton. 

For the respectability of their characters, and the veracity of their state- 
ments, I can vouch ; and their united testimony will, I think, show in how partial 
and unsatisfactory a spirit the Assistant Poor-Law Commissioner conducted his 
investigations. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. (signed) John Botering^ 

Sir James Graham, Bart., m. p. 
&c. &c. &c. 



The Right Hon. Sir James GraharUt Bart. m.p. Principal Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, &c. &c. &c. 

We the undersigned, inhabitants and rate-payers of the township of Little Bolton, 
being the parties who instituted an inquiry into the condition of some of the 
labouring classes of this township in December of last year, feel called upon to 
notice some part of a report made by Charles Mott, esq. to the Home Office, and 
printed by order of Parliament, 6th October 1841. 

. In the report alluded to Mr. Mott says, ** About Christmas last year, some of 
the ley-payers of Bolton formed themselves into a committee to inquire into the 
condition of the poor of Bolton ; their object was not explained at the time, but it 
.would appear to have had reference to an anti-corn-law meeting, which was held 
in the Temperance Hall, Bolton, on the 2d January last. 

" At that meeting statements were made by those gentiemen who had instituted 
the inquiry, by which the distress was attributed to the operation of the duty on 
com. No attempts were made by them to relieve the distress which was said to 
exist, and no application was made to the guardians or the relieving officers until 
15th January, a fortnight after the statements had been used at the meeting, when 
a deputation of gentlemen waited oh the guardians and left a list of upwards of 
300 families, who were described to be in great distress. The information so 
obtained was handed over to the relieving officers, and the facts elicited by them 
are deserving of notice, as exhibiting the evil tendency of all such voluntary 
attempts to seek out cases of distress. The relieving officers found that the cases 
had been grossly misrepresented to the committee ; that only one out of the whole 
number was considered as attended by circumstances requiring relief; that in this 
case the guardians granted relief of 2 s. weekly in money, and supplied the family 
with bedding and a bedstead, as they were found to be lying on the floor : cmd to 
show how slightiy the poorer classes estimate the possession of this last article of 
furniture, on visiting the family three months afterwards the relieving officer 
found their bed placed on four chairs and some boards, and the bedstead remained 
unused in an adjoining room." 

It is to the above quotation and the cases connected therewith that we most 
esoeciallv wish to claim your attention. 
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in a purely charitable and benevolent intention ; and although the information was 
made public at an anti-corn law tea-party, we can truly say the inquiry was 
neither instituted for that purpose, nor was any such service contemplated at the 
time the inquiry was made. 

By making public the extent of suffering, we were in hopes some effort would 
have been made, as upon the previous winter, when nearly 3,000 /. was raised by 
private subscriptions, towards alleviating the distress ; but from the great increase 
of the distress, as well as the greater inability of many of the middle classes again 
to subscribe, it was eventually thought more deserving the attention of thie Board 
of Guardians, than to be dealt witn by private charity. Having done what we 
considered to be an act of duty towards our fellow-parishioners, and for which we 
received the thanks of the Board of Guardians, we cannot but express our surprise 
and regret that a public functionary, holding the high and responsible offices of 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner as well as Special Government Commissioner 
for inquiring into some particular cases of destitution, should have so far forgotten 
the trust reposed in him, and so far have wandered from the obvious line of his 
duty, as to impute unworthy motives to the parties who instituted this distressing 
inquiry. Nor has he been satisfied with imputing motives: he has ventured, 
without personal investigation of his own, without any effort to ascertain the truth 
of the statement made, to accuse us of partizanship and of misrepresentation, 
leaving the impression that we had invented or exaggerated tales of distress in 
order to serve a political and party object. 

We deny the accusation, and complain of the levity and carelessness in which it 
has been made. Since that report has been printed, we have thought it incumbent 
on us to re-institute a minute inquiry into all the cases now to be found ; each 
family has been visited by two respectable rate-payers who are ready to vouch 
for the correctness of their statements. Qf the 309 families before reported, 48 
are broken up, and no longer to be found ; some have entered the workhouses ; 
two families are gone to Australia ; others are dispersed among their friends and 
relations. 

The condition of the remainder is in no respect better than last year; they^ 
remain living and suffering testimonies to the truth of our statements ; 69 families 
are receiving parish relief ; and this in addition to the earnings of the parties, when 
rent is deducted, will only leave 1 ^. 51 d. per head per week for each individual 
to exist upon ; their beds, bedding, and clothing are in a worse condition than 
before. 

We are fully borne out in this statement by the report of the Bolton Society 
for the Protection of the Poor, of which the Rev. James Slade, vicar of this parish, 
is president, and the Rev. J. S. Birley, of All Saints, the vice-president. That 
report states, that *^ the numbers of individuals constituting the families of appli- 
'cants were 2,656; average income per week, 1^. 2 id.; average income per 
week of parties relieved, lojrf/* 

Mr. Mott's report declares, " That ,the information was handed over to the 
relieving officers; that the cases had been grossly misrepresented by the com- 
mittee ; that only one out of the whole number was considered as attended by 
circumstances requiring relief." We beg respectfully to call your attention to 
the very serious character of these imputations; and to assure you, that upon the 
closest investigation, we cannot discover, with the exception of the one casein ques- 
tion, that a single case was either visited or investigated by the relieving officers in 
consequence of our report. 

In the case alluded to, we beg to repel the unworthy libel cast upon the poorer 
classes, aqd this we are more urgently called upon to do at a moment when the 
labouring classes are bearing their heavy burthen of sufferings with a patience and 
forbearance the most admirable. Mr. Mott says, " To show how slightly the 
poorer classes estimate the possession of this last article of furniture (a bedstead), 
on visiting the family three months afterwards the relieving officer found the bed 
placed upon four chairs and Isome boards, and the bedstead remained unused in 
an adjoining room." We have particularly inquired into the case, and find that 
the family alluded to consisted of a man, his wife, and four children, who were 
living in a cellar, the ceiling of which was only seven inches above the level of the 
street;' the back room of the cellar in uhich the bedstead was placed was 
13 ft. 3 in. by 13 ft. 6 in., and 6 ft. from floor to ceiling. The walls were so damp 
that the mortar was not dry ; the humidity of the room rotted the bedcord, and 
the family being too poor to buy another, as well as suffering in health by the 

77* c damp. 
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damp, they preferred removing the bed into the front or living room, in which was 
a fire ; but this room being only 12 ft. 6 in. by 13 ft., would not contain both a 
mangle and the bedstead ; therefore the bed was supported as described, on which 
the man, his wife, and four children slept. 

At this period the man was working for the own^ of the cellar, who stopped 
the rent wedly out of his wi^es, leaving 55. gd. as the net income of the 
family ; to which the relieving officer, by his own acknowledgment, added 2 s^ 
making 7 ^. gd. per week for six people, or is. ^ Id. per head per week to live 
upon. 

Nor can we allow this case to pass without drawing your attention to a sub- 
sequent part of Mr. Mott's report, in which he says, ^* that a scale is fixed, by 
which relief is regulated in aid of wages; 2 s. 3d. per head per week is consi* 
dered the minimum amount of income on which a family can subsist ; " and after 
quoting the order of the Board of Guardians, ^' that the standard of relief per head 
per week for the next three months be fixed at 2s. 3d. per head per week,'' says, 
^* the subject does not appear to have received any further consideration, and the 
standard of 2^. 3 d. has ever since been acted upon." 

If 2^. 3d. per bead per week was considered as the standard rule of relief, we 
think there must have been a case of great dereliction of duty brought under 
Mr. Mott's notice in the one just alluded to, where the relieving officer supplied 
the family with a bed and bedstead, but added only 2s. per week to the ![is. gd., 
the income of the family, when rent was deducted, making only 1^. 3 id. per head 
per week to live upon. 

But from the best information we can obtain, we have good reason to believe 
that Mr. Mott himself never visited a single case, and certainly avoided putting 
himself in communication with those who, with much labour, had undertaken the 
painful duty of examining into the sad condition of the people. 

The ten cases arranged in a tabular form in the correspondence attached to 
Mr. Mott's report, and intended to illustrate the incorrectness of our report, were 
compiled from the books of the relieving officers, on information received at least 
ten months previous to Mr. Mott's report, and not from any special visits paid to 
these parties subsequent to our report. 

Many of the parties whose cases are before us belong to places not in this 
Union ; they are now the victims of a depressed trade, and having once been 
able to obtain good wages and full employment, they still cling to a hope that 
trade may again revive ; they remain till every particle of their little property is 
consumed, and when they apply to the relieving officer, and he to their distant 
parish, they are offered the workhouse instead of a temporary out-door relief; 
hence we find so many able-bodied, intelligent, and clever mechanics and artisans^ 
who once obtained 20^. or 30^. per week, now starving in the streets, or beggii^ 
at our doors, rather than be removed into a distant workhouse, from whence they 
know they have small chance of ever again regaining their former independent 
position. 

We would therefore venture to suggest that in the proposed new poor law 
some alteration be made in favour of the able-bodied artisan having the option 
of receiving out-door relief during the time of temporary suspension of employ* 
ment. 

We have thought it desirable to notice principally those parts of Mn Mott's 
report with which we are individually concerned, but we cannot refrain from pro- 
testing against the manner in which Mr. Mott has conducted this inquiry, the 
animus wiiich pervades his report throughout, and the exceedingly unsatisfactory 
character of the whole investigation. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Edmd. Ashwortk. John Goodbrand. 

John EntwtsU. James Haigh. 

George Knott. John Mackmnell. 

Jacob Lomax. John Fickers. 

James Bony. Robert Walsh. 

Thomas Lee. Nath. Wilson. 
Thos. Thomasson. 
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Gentlemen, Manchester, 24 December 1841. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Board's letter of 1 8th 
instant, enclosing copy of a letter from Dr. Bowring, m,p. to the Right honourable 
Sir James Graham, with a communication made by the gentlemen who instituted 
an inquiry in December 1 840 into the condition of the working classes of Little 
Bolton, with reference to my report of 24th September last, and requesting my 
observations upon the statements made in such communication. 

In compliance therewith I respectfully submit the following remarks. 

The gentlemen quote the following extract from my report: " About Christmas 
last year some of the ley-payers of Bolton formed themselves into a committee 
to inquire into the condition of the poor of Bolton ; their object was not explained 
at the time, but it would appear to have had reference to an anti-corn law meeting, 
which was held in the Temperance Hall, Bolton, on 2d January last. At that 
meeting statements were made by those gentlemen who had instituted the inquiry, 
by which the distress was attributed to the duty on com. No attempts were made 
by them to relieve the distress which was said to exist, and no application was 
made to the guardians or the relieving officers until 15th January, a fortnight after 
the statements had been used at the meeting, when a deputation of gentlem^ 
waited on the guardians, and left a list of upwards of 300 families, who were 
described to be in great distress. The information so obtained was handed over 
to the relieving officers, and the fects elicited by them are deserving of notice, as 
exhibiting the evil tendency of all such voluntary attempts to seek out cases of 
distress. The relieving officers found that the cases had been grossly misrepre- 
sented to the committee. 

" That only one of the whole number was considered as attended by circum- 
stances requiring relief; that in this case the guardians granted relief of 28. weeldy 
in money, and supplied the family with bedding and a bedstead, as they were 
found to be lying on the floor; and to show how slightly the poorer classes estimate 
the possession of this last article of furniture, on visiting the family three months 
afterwards the relieving officer found their bed placed on four chairs and some 
boards, and the bedstead remained unused in an adjoining room." 

The gentlemen state that ** the inquiry was instituted in a purely charitable and 
benevolent intention, and although the information was made public at an anti- 
corn law tea party, we can truly say the inquiry was neither instituted for that 
purpose, nor was any sudh service contemplated at the time the inquiry was 
made." 

The gentlemen "regret that a public functionary should so far have forgotten 
the trust reposed in him, and so far have wandered from the obvious line of bis 
duty, as to impute unworthy motives to the parties who instituted this distressing 
inquiry." 

" Mr. Mott's report declares, that the information was banded over to the 
relieving officer; that the cases had been grossly misrepresented by the com- 
mittee." 

The gentlemen again explain the distress which existed at Bolton in December 
1 840, and submit a statement from the report of the Bolton Society in corrobora- 
tion of their former representations. They further state, that upon the closest 
investigation they cannot discover that a single case was either visited or inves- 
tigated by the relieving officers in consequence of their report, and they have good 
reason to t>elieYe that I *^ never visited a single case, and avoided putting myself 
in communtcation with the gentlemen who had undertaken the painful duty of 
examining into the said condition of the people." 

Lastly, complaint is mfule of the manner in which I conducted the inquiry ; 
** of the animus which pervades my report throughout, and of the exceedingly 
unsatisfactory character of the whole investigation." 

I shoukl, indeed, exceedingly regret if any part of my report could justify the 
charge of accusing the gentlemen of " misrepresentation, and of having invented 
or exaggerated tales of distress in order to serve political and party objects*'' 

I trust 1 shall be able to show that I have not ^^ so far forgotten the trust 
reposed in me," bat tlmt I have made a faithful report, and that I shall be borne 
out by the facts which I now submit to the consideration of vour Board. 
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The inquiry was made in December 1 840. 

The anti-corn law tea party was held on Saturday evening, 2d January 1841. 

On the 15th January the report was made to the guardians, as described by 
Mr. Woodhouse. 

^' On the I5ih January 1841, a deputation, consisting of Messrs. Edmund Ash- 
worth, jun., James Barry, Jacob Lomax, and Thomas Lee, attended the Board, 
and made a report of 309 families, and which they stated was the result of their 
own minute investigation in the township of Little Bolton. 

*' They did not, as far as I recollect, explain any object they had in view by 
such proceeding ; but they were asked if they had any charge to make of neglect 
against the relieving officers. They said they had not ; but they thought it their 
duty to put the Board in possession of the result of their inquiry." 

The particulars of the meeting at the Temperance Hall were fully reported in 
the Bolton Free Press of Saturday, 9th January, copy of which I annex for the 
information of the Commissioners, wherein it is stated, that ^^ upwards of a 
thousand persons belonging to the middle and working classes assembled together 
to testify their horror * of the iniquitous bread-tax.' " 

At that meeting, Mr. Edmund Ashworth, one of the gentlemen who has signed 
the statement, is reported to have said, ** For the purpose of procuring accurate 
data regarding the distress which prevailed in the town, a number of gentlemen 
had taken the trouble to go round and make certain inquiries, the result of which 
was a mass of evidence as to the condition of the labouring classes, which would 
astonish even those who were most familiar with distress." 

Mr. Lawrence Heyworth, of Liverpool, another gentleman who spoke at the 
meeting, said, " They had heard from their friend, Mr. Ashworth, of the misery 
which the starvation laws had created in this borough. Four hundred houses in 
Little Bolton, and a thousand houses in Great Bolton, were now tenantless, which 
a few months ago were occupied by comfortable, industrious, and honest families, 
' who had been reduced from one degree of distress to another, and finally driven 
forth houseless wanderers in the land of their birth by the operation of the com 
laws. 

" Taking the usual average of five persons to each house, there were 7,000 
victims to the detestable corn laws in Bolton alone." 

The following is the evidence of Mr. Greenhalgh, one of the relieving officers of 
the Bolton Union. *^ A large meeting was held close upon this investigation, in 
reference to the corn laws, at which the statements of the committee were read 
and commented upon. 

** I know that the statements published of those visits have been extensively 
reported in other places as well as Bolton, and have had a very mischievous 
effect." With a knowledge of these facts, I am afraid I should really have sub- 

^'ected myself to the charge of having " forgotten the trust reposed in me," had 
[ neglected to state them to your Board ; and although perhaps it would have been 
more discreet on my part to have given these particulars without any observation 
of my own, I respectfully submit that they are such as will justify my having 
stated that the inquiry ** would appear" to have had reference to an anti-corn 
law meeting, held on the 2d January last. 

As to the distress in Bolton in December 1 840, I have never for one moment 
denied the existence of great distress, not only at Bolton, but in the cotton manu- 
facturing districts generally. 

My object was to show the difficulty, I may say the impossibility, of obtaining 
correct information from the poor themselves, and the deception to which gentle- 
men are subject who undertake such inquiries. I have expressly stated in my 
report, that *^ the relieving officers found that the cases had been grossly misrepre- 
sented to the committee." I am charged with having reported that ^^ the cases 
had been grossly misrepresented h/ the committee." 

I have no right to attribute such unworthy motives to those gentlemen ; no part 
of my report can justify such an assertion. 

I will offer no remark upon such an obvious perversion of my meaning. 

Mr. Greenhalgrh, one of the relievine officers, states : " I recollect, about Christ- 
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to be the correct state of those families ; and the result was, that in every case 
representations had been made which were not true ; that the amount of earnings 
had been incorrectly stated; and in every instance a colouring had been given, 
implying that a greater degree of want existed than was really the case. I charged 
one woman with telling untruths, and with misleading the ley-payers as to the 
state in which she was, when she confessed that she had told falsehoods, and 
endeavoured to make her case as bad as she could, thinking that they were about 
distributing blankets : and she afterwards told me that she should have got some- 
thing from them if I had not interfered. I think it necessary to explain these 
facts, in order to show the slight dependence that should be paid to statements thus 
obtained." 

Mr. Makant, another of the relieving officers, states : ^^ I have heard Mr. Green- 
halgh's evidence, and well recollect the investigation by the committee, and I can 
confirm all he has stated relative to it. 

" The guardians gave directions to the officers to report upon the statements, 
made by the committee. There were lo cases reported by the committee, all 
belonging to my district, the whole o^ which were incorrectly given ; for instance, 
it was stated that the earnings averaged only ghd. per head per week, whereas I 
was able, from sources within my power, to prove that they were at that time in 
receipt of wages amounting as nearly as possible to 2^. per head per week, besides 
other sources which I had no means of ascertaining." 

"The relieving officers were directed to report upon the cases, but only one 
single case was presented whose circumstances required relief." 

Mr. Makant also forwarded to me the following particulars with reference to 
a few cases so reported upon : 



Name 
of the Fenon. 


Residence. 


Occapation. 


Number 

of 
FMBlly, 


Weekly 
EamiDgs 

as 

stated by 

Committee* 


REMARKS. 


Relieving Officers. 


James Barlow • 


Back Lever-street 


Warper - 


5 


s. 
5 


d. 
9 


- - The weekly income of this 
family was Mi.Sd. 


Mr. Makant 


Thomas Crook - 


Union-street 


Weaver - 


6 


5 


6 


- In addition he had a pension 
of 1 «. per day, and earnings 
incorrectly stated. 


Mr.Greenhalgb. 


John Rochwell - 


Back Capel-street 


-'Ditto - 


4 


6 


6 


• • In addition he had 3#. per 
week from Little Bolton, and 
his earnings were 3 s. per week 
more, making 12 «. 6 </. a week. 


Mr. Makant. 


Betty Holt 


Leyer-street 


CakelMdm « 


5 


4 


6 


- - She was living with a man 
who earned 12 s. per week, and 
received 2s. per week from 
Bradshaw ; this woman expected 
to get blankeu. 


Mr.Oreenhalgh. 


Samuel Hulme - 


Back Dean-street 


Cotton spinner - 


7 


5 


- 


- - In addition he had 7 s. per 
week from Sharpies. 


Mr. Makant. 


John Lester 


Back Cross-street 


Formerly bleacher 


5 


lO 


- 


- - Earnings, 145. and hs.pd. 
a week relief. 


Mr.Greenhalgh. 


Margery Fletcher 


William-street - 


Washerwoman - 


3 


5 


- 


- - In addition she had 4^. per 
week from Blachood. 


Mr. Makant. 


William Burrows 


Kay-street 


TaOor 


2 


a 




- - In addition he had 4 «. per 
week from Inmewold, Lough- 
borough Union, and was earn- 
ing 3 «• per week. 


Ditto. 


James Diggle 


Morris-square - 


Dyer 

■ 


3 


1 


"■ 


- His wife was earning 6s.6d. 
per week, and he had 3«. a 
week relief, making gs.6d. 


Ditto. 


Ann Briggs 


Back Charles-st. 




5 


1 




- - She received in addition 7 #. 
ner week from Pennington Leisrh 
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With such evidence, I do not see how I could have arrived at any other conclusion, 
than that the cases had been grossly misrepresented to the committee. 

The statement, that the gentlemen of the committee cannot discover that 
a single case was either visited or investigated by the relieving officers in con^ 
quence of their report, implies a charge of great neglect on the part of the officers, 
which could scarcely have been overlooked by the guardians at that time. I have 
again questioned the relieving officers, who state, that they were personally 
acquainted with most of the cases, as many of them were receiving relief from the 
Board of Guardians. 

In justice to those officers I am bound to state, that they are respectable, intel- 
ligent men, and Mr. Woodhouse, the clerk to the guardians, assures me that they 
have evinced great zeal and attention in the discharge of their duties. 

The report of the Bolton Society for the Protection of the Poor, to which the 
gentlemen have referred, which I believe to be a valuable society, and reflects 
infinite credit on the chairman and vice-chairman, the Rev. James Slade and 
the Rev. J. Birley, for the attention they bestow to the benevolent objects of the 
society, instead of bearing out the statements made to those gentlemen by the poor, 
I submit confirms to the fullest extent the impositions to which I have alluded, as 
practised by the poor in their attempts to excite charity. 

It is true that the estimated number of individuals constituting the families of 
the applicants to the society was 2,556. 

The number of applicants was 776. 

Now it should be noticed that of these 776 applicants, 67 were proved to have 
been guilty of deliberate falsehoods ; 45 were professions^ mendicants; 31 bad 
characters ; 23 refused to work ; 26 confirmed drunkards ; 30 refused to appear 
before the committee ; 43 refused to be removed, chiefly mendicants ; 14 un- 
worthy of private charity; '17 could not be found; 55 were permanent cases 
found to be receiving relief from their parishes ; 1 7 disorderly characters, females ; 
18 vagrants; seven impostors; four refused to answer inquiries: in short, out of 
776 applicants only 218 were relieved by the society. Surely I need offer no 
further evidence of " the evil tmdency of voluntary attempts to seek out cases of 
distress,** than the facts stated in the valuable report referred to by the gentlemen 
of the committee. 

As regards the statement that I never visited a single case, and avoided putting 
myself iif communication with the gentlemen who had undertaken the inquiry ^ 
the cases reported by the committee, I admit I did not visit any. I was not 
called upon to do so. I repeat, that I referred to them to illustrate the necessity 
of caution being used in acting upon statements received from the poor on such 
occasions. 

I was directed to make inquiry into the cases of Pearce, Bristol, and Kirkhams. 
I visited the dwellings of the widows Pearce and Bristol, and examined both 
personally, in the presence of the relieving officers. 

In the case of Kirkhams, I intended to have visited, but Mr. Naisby stated it 
to be quite unnecessary, as the circumstances of the family were altered. 

I gave Mr. Naisby, who was Dr. Bowring's informant, every opportunity of 
producing any evidence he might have to offer, and even after my report was 
made, I was desirous to have added any fresh proof that he had to adduce ; but 
on applying to Mr. Balshaw, the registrar, for an explanation as to the extra- 
ordinary difference between his letter to Mr. Naisby, as one of the committee of 
the Benevolent Society, dated 17th Sept. 1841, and his certificate of the cause of 
the death of Wm. Pearce, as registrar for the district, given 25th Feb. 1840, two 
days after Pearce's death, 1 received a letter from Mr. Balshaw, in which he states, 
'' I am very sorry that 1 should have been decoyed into this unpleasantness, 
as when I furnished Mr. Naisby with the information, 1 was not aware until I 
bad near written all I did write he wanted me to sign my name, much less to put 
it in the shape of a letter to him, for when I had finished the writing he says, 
* you had better direct to me.' He having been kind to me in days gone by, 1 did 
not like to offiend him, little fancying that such a letter would be put in a news- 
paper ; this will teach me a: lesson for my future guidance." 

Having received this admission, I certainly did consider it prudent not to pur- 
sue the inquiry further. 

Lastly, as regards the protest of the gentlemen against the manner in which 
I have conducted the inquiry, and the exceedingly unsatisfactory character of the 

whole 
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whole investigation, I can declare that I was guided only by a desire to give a 
faithful report of the fieicts brought under my notice. I could not expect to give 
satisfaction to the persons to whose proceedings I was compelled to refer. The 
guardians were doubtless equally angry at the statement I made of their pro- 
ceedings. 

The gentlemen should bear in mind that I could have had no motive but that 
of making your Board acquainted with the facts which had come to my know- 
ledge. 

I cannot charge myself with the motives and conduct attributed to me by the 
gentlemen who have signed the statement, and I have submitted the foregoing 
explanation with full confidence that I was justified in the course I adopted, and 
in the report I made with reference thereto. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Chas. MotL 



Sir, Bolton, 21 Jan. 1842. 

I BEG leave to call your attention to the report of the Assistant Poor Law 
Commissioner who was sent down in September last to Bolton, with instructions 
from the Home Office to inquire into certain cases of destitution and death 
alleged to have recently occurred there, and I regret that circumstances have 
prevented me from bringing this subject sooner under your notice. 

The evidence of the several relieving officers of the Union, printed with the 
report, clearly shows with what little regard to truth the " cases of destitution 
and death" had been got up ; indeed the individual who furnished them, himself 
admits that the communication he had with Dr. Bowring was entirely of a politi- 
cal character ; that in none of the cases he gave him was the Board of Guardians 
or any of its members or officers blameable ; in fact, that if blame rested any- 
where, it must be with himself, who had visited the cases, and had it in his power, 
as guardian, to grant at all times necessary relief. 

This avowal, in my opinion, not only disposes satisfactorily of all the cases 
which tlie Assistant Commissioner was sent down to investigate, but also exhibits 
in a proper and unequivocal light the person who could so unscrupulously fur- 
nish such cases, and then as unscrupulously make such an avowal. For these 
portions, therefore, of the *' report and evidence" which elicit the abovfi facts, I, 
with the public generally, must feel obliged ; and it is only when the Assistant 
Commissioner, leaving so legitimate and commendable a course of inquiry, deals 
in unfounded statements and slanderous insinuations, and when, moreover, the 
Board under whose authority he acts ventures upon publbhing them, that I feel 
called upon to draw your attention to the '^ report and evidence," and to offer, in 
self-defence, that statement of facts in connexion with the case of James Bristol 
(quaere Bristow), which every one on perusal will, I think, admit it demands. 

In page 3, the report says — " He (Bristol) did not emigrate through the agency 
of your Board, and consequently had some difficulty in procuring work j such a 
family would through the emigration agency have obtained employment for a 
period of five years at not less than 30 s. per week, but Bristol could only procure 
work for himself, and engaged with a master at 15 s* per week." 

Without dwelling on t]be insinuation here thrown out, that because he was not 
under the protection of the '^ emigration agency" Bristol fell into bad hands on his 
arrival in Bolton, I may be allowed to doubt whether such a family could have 
obtained permanent employment at 30 s. per week. The above " extract" is more- 
over at variance with truth in two respects ; first, he had no difficulty in procuring 
work, for I engaged him as a carter at 15 ^. per week, within an hour, as he told me, 
after his arrival in Bolton ; secondly, his family did not join him till near three months 
afterwards^ when two of them who were of the required age were placed in the fac- 
tory, and another, who was a cripple, was provided with a " reel" gratis, and worked 
upon it at home. The names of the children first appear on the pay-list loth 
Dec. 1836, and through that year and 1837 ^^^ wages of the father and his three 
children averaged about 24*. per week. In 1838 their united income averaged 
27^., until 4th June, when Bristol, in driving his team, met with an accident 
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Being however of a scrofulous habit, as the professional gentleman informed me, 
Bristol did not regain his strength, and was therefore sent, on the 8th of August, to 
the infirmary at Manchester as an in-patient^ having been previously provided with 
suitable clothing and money for his journey. From the time of his being hurt to 
the day of his removal, I paid from 12^. to 14^. per week to a respectable family, 
who lived near him, and who supplied him to that amount with food and other 
necessaries. It turned out, as these neighbours discovered who looked after him» 
that he was altogether neglected at home, either through the carelessness or inca* 
pacity of his attendants (in proof of which he actually died in his boots), and 
that the more others did for him the less were his family disposed to do. The 
bed and furniture, with which he had been supplied at my cost when the accident 
occurred, were represented as being in a most filthy state ; and it was only when 
the younger children were found to be in habits of irregularity, and absenting 
themselves from school, that some members of my family, who had long been 
furnishing them with clothes, &c., and paying their weekly school pence, declined 
any further to interest themselves on their behalf. Bristol, early in 1S39, thought 
he could manage, though still lame, to do some work, and he was forthwith 
employed at 7^. 6d. per week ; he had, however, the additional misfortune to hurt 
his thumb, and was never again able to return to his labour, and died about the 
1st of October. He continued, nevertheless, to receive his wages to the Saturday 
(the pay-day) preceding his death ; the average for each week being then, as we 
were working short time, 5 s. 10 J^. for himself, and for his children about I2j. 
In addition to this sum, an overlooker of ours was instructed to visit him occa- 
sionally, and to give him relief ; so that at the time of his death the family must 
have been receiving at the least 21^. per week; he saw Bristol the day before his 
death, and brought from him a message of thanks for the care and attention with 
which he had been treated. 

This counter statement of ** Bristol's case" I offer in answer to the false and 
calumnious charges which the ^* report and evidence " were manifestly intended to 
convey to the public ; and I shall leave to you, sir, the duty of ascertaining upon 
what principle of fairness the parties, whoever they may be, who took down the 
evidence, could have proceeded, and by what rule of constitutional law or common 
justice the Board of Poor Law Commissioners can sanction a mode of inquiry so 
completely partial, so flagrantly unjust. 

In her evidence, as printed, Ann Bristol says, " We had six children, but 
could get no work for them,*' whereas I have shown that they had work as early 
as possible after their arrival in Bolton ; she also says, ^' We had our provisions of 
Mr. Yates, a provision dealer, who was overlooker to Mr. Boiling;" a base insi- 
nuation that I had some beneficial interest in this arrangement. The next para- 
graph runs thus : ^' Mr. Boiling told Mr. Yates that he must let us have some 
provisions, and he would see him paid ; Mr. Yates allowed us to have provisions 
for some time, but at last he refused to supply us, and said that Mr. Boiling had 
refused to pay him as he bad promised. 1 now work for Mrs. Yates, at washing 
at half price, to pay the amount which Mr. Boiling refused to pay.*' 

This evidence, if evidence it can be called, though reflecting so severely on my 
conduct, is taken down and published on the bare word of a person, into whose 
character the parties conducting the investigation had taken no pains to inquire. 
It will be for Mr. Mott and his coadjutors at Bolton to explain why they did not 
test the truth of Ann Bristol's statement, when they might easily have done so by 
requesting the attendance of some person connected with our factory. They would 
then have learned, that an amount, in provisions, which at this distance of time it 
is impossible correctly to give (say from 2 /. to 4 /.), was guaranteed to Thomas 
Yates, and punctually paid to him, making so much more, in addition to what had 
already been done for Bristol's family, but that we declined (as any reasonable man 
under such circumstances would) to become liable for the debt thcjy previously 
owed, or for any they might afterwards incur. Finally, I would observe, that as » 
Bristol died in October 1839, I am at a loss to conceive what his case, were it 
even true, as it is false, had to do with Mr. Motts mission to Bolton in 1841. 

I have endeavoured to lay before you, as briefly as possible, those points of 
which I think I have just reason to complain, in the published correspondence 
between the Home OflBce and the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject of 
distress in Bolton; and 1 confidently anticipate fyom that department of the 
Government over which you preside such an investigation into the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of that inquiry by the Poor Law Commissioners, as shall not merely 

do 
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do justice to the individual who feels himself aggrieved, but shall at the same time 
satisfy the public. 

Perhaps I ought to add, that I have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Mott, 
and I feel unwilling to suppose him influenced by the animus which evidently 
pervades in Bristol's case, both the collection of evidence and the construction of 
the report ; still I cannot help thinking he has been most unduly biassed. 

I certainly, however, have cause to suspect that the injustice I complain of has 
its origin chiefly in another quarter. The communications made to me by the 
Poor Law secretary, when I was in London, clearly evinced a very decided party 
feeling, and the evidence which he showed me, taken on a former investigation by 
himself into the distribution of relief to the poor of Bolton, savoured strongly of a 
partial spirit. That evidence was in a printed form, but I am not aware that it 
was ever published) at all events, injustice has been done, into which, I am con- 
vinced, you will see reason to inquire. 

I have, &c. 
Right Hon. (signed) IVm. Boiling. 

Sir James Graham, m.p. 
&c. &c. &c. 



Gentlemen, Manchester, 7 February 1 842. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Board's letter, dated 29th 
January, forwarding to me a communication from Wm. Boiling, Esq., of Bolton, 
to the Right honourable Sir James Graham, Bart., complaining of the report and 
evidence, which in discharge of my duty I submitted to your Board on 24th Sep- 
tember last, with reference to the inquiry I was directed to make into the cases of 
severe distress at Bolton. 

In reply, I have the honour to offer the following observations : — 

Mr. Boiling complains that an insinuation is thrown out that James Brrstql fell 
into bad hands, because he was not under the protection of the migration agency, 
and doubts whether such a family as Bristol's could have obtained permanent em- 
ployment at 30 $. per week. • 

That the report and evidence were manifestly intended to convey false and 
calumnious charges. 

Mr. Boiling further states, that at the time of Bristol's death the family must 
have been receiving at least 21^. per week, and is at a loss to conceive what 
Bristofs case, who died in October 1839, ** ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ Mr. Mott's mission to 
Bolton in 1841.*' 

I should extremely regret if any part of my report has been considered as 
imputing improper motives to any gentleman in the Bolton Union. I have no 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Boiling. ' I purposely abstained, as I have on all 
other occasions, from indulging in any party feelings whatever, and the only 
** coadjutors " I bad, or wished to have, at Bolton, in pursuing the inquiry, were 
Mr:Woodhouse, the clerk to the Board of Guardians, and the relieving and other 
officers of the Union, in whose presence the woman Bristol's evidence was taken 
in the board-room of the guardians. 

I made no remark on Bristol's evidence in my report with reference to Mr. Boi- 
ling ; and as regards the wages of such a family at the time they came from 
Wiltshire, I was guided in my opinion by the numerous families for whom 
employment was obtained by Mr. Muggeridge, the migration agent. On exa- 
mining the relieving officers' books, I found that Bristol's family had been twice 
under the notice of the guardians ; first in August 1839, ^^^^ the family were 
said to be in the receipt of 15^. 6d. per week, upon which occasion 2$. 6d. per 
week were ordered for one month, and an offer made to remove the family back 
to Wiltshire. The second application was made the first week in October follow- 
ing. I enclose copy of the relieving officer's application and report-book, wherein 
the particulars of the case are inserted, by which it appeared that the family con- 
sisted of James Bristol, his wife, and six children, and they are thus described : — 
*' James Bristol, wholly disabled, bis thumb taken off, and lame; Ann Bristol, 
wholly disabled, bad leg ; Jane, a cripple, and sick of " St. Anthony's fire ;" no 
sick-club ; Sarah, a reeler, earns 4^. per week ; Betsey, a piecer, earns 4 s. per 
week i Johanna, nine and a half years old ; John, six and a half years old ; 
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George, four and a half years old ; making the income of the family 8 jr. per week 
for eight persons ; rent, 2^. ^d. per week." 

The relieving officer, Mr. Brown, on witnessing the distress of the family, gave 
as immediate reKef 7^. 

When the case was brought before the guardians, the relieving officer*s book 
contained the following additional remarks: '* Since visiting this case, James 
Bristol is dead ; given an order for coffin and dues ; a very bad case ; no bedding 
scarcely.** 

It appears that on hearing the case, the guardians confirmed the relief given by 
the relieving officer, 7^., the coffin, and dues 16^. 10^.; gave bedding also, 
amounting to 40^., and ordered 10^. per week for the family, and then proceeded 
as described in Mr. Brown's former evidence. 

The deception practised by the poor to excite charitable assistance is, unfortu- 
nately, too evident, and their statements can but too seldom be depended upon ; 
but I respectfully submit that in this case, when the destitution was so clearly 
established to the satisfaction of the ^ardians ; when the strictest investigation 
appeared to have been made into the circumstances at the time the case occurred ; 
when the evidence of the woman Bristol, moreover, was given in the most artless 
manner, in the presence of Mr. Brown, the relieving officer, and others, who never 
raised the least doubt Or objection to her statement ; I had no occasion to suspect 
the correctness of the report of the relieving officer, or the woman's evidence, and 
I confess I did not consider that any further reference or inquiry were necessary. 

I have, since the receipt of the Board's letter, again ^amined Mr. Brown 
(whose evidence, as also further particulars obtained by htfti from the Widow 
Bristol, I send herewith), and it will be seen that he states, " From the state of 
misery and want which the family exhibited on my visit in October 1 839, con- 
firmed as their destitution was by their neighbours, I could not have thought it 
possible that they were in receipt of 21^. per week. I could only ascertain 
that their income amounted to 8^. per week for eight of them; in fact, I was 
told by their neighbours, and I believed, that the family were in a state of great 
destitution.^' 

With regard to the doubt expressed by Mr. Boiling as to what Bristol's case 
(who died in 1839) bad to do with my mission to Bolton in 1841, I beg to state 
that it was the firit case alluded to by the Honourable Member, Dr. Bowring, and 
is reported as follows : 

•* I visited," says the informant, " a man, with his wife, and four children ; 
I found two of tne children lying on a piece of straw, without any covering ; 
I went up-stairs, and found the father dead on the boards, without bedding or 
bed. His wife told me that the day before he died he wished for a little bread 
and cheese, but in vain; the neighbours said he died for want of food." 

Mr. Naisby, who admitted he was the informant alluded to by Dr. Bowring, 
told me that the case here described was that of John Bristol's family, which 
enabled me to refer to the particulars in the books of the guardians. 

The report was published early in October, and I regret that Mr. Boiling's 
denial of the evidence has been delayed so long. I should have taken blame to 
myself had I omitted to have offiered such respectable testimony as that of 
Mr. Boiling's in contradiction to the statement of the woman Bristol. 

I directed the relieving officer to make personal application to Mr. BoUins for 
any further particulars which he might deem it necessary to give. Mr. Boiling 
said, as he had already given a statement of facts relative to Bristol's family, be 
did not think it necessary to give any further information. 

In this state, therefore, I must leave the case. 

I forbear to offer any remark on the conflicting evidence given with reference to 
this unfortunate family. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) . Charles Mott. 



Evidence of Benjamin Brozmy Relieving Officer, Bolton Union, taken 

5th February 1842. 

I DO not recollect having seen or known anything of the man Bristol, whose 
case I have before given evidence upon, until August 1 839, when I find his name 
upon my books. 

He 
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He represented that he had been in Mn Boiling's employment as a card-room 
hand. 

I visited his house, and found that he was in bad circumstances ; I therefore 
brought bis case before the Boards who ordered him relief in the way before 
described. 

I did not apply to Mr. Boiling to know whether he was out of work, or as to 
his character; but from inquiries I made of the neighbours, his statement was 
correct, and his distress proved by them. 

Hisi second application was made on the 2d March, in the quarter ending 
December 1839. 

From the state of misery and want which the fiamiily exhibited on my visit in 
October, confirmed as thetr destitution was by their neighbours, I could not have 
thought it possible they were in receipt of 21 ^. per week. 

I could only ascertain 8 s. per wedc for eight of them ; and in fact I was told 
by their neighbours, and I believed, that they were at the time in a state of great 
destitution. 

I much regret that I did not apply to Mr. Boiling at the time, but the case 
occurred at the commencement of the Bohon Union. 

I never now allow cases to occur without applying to tlftir employers, as far as 
possible to ascertain the earnings and characters of the applicants ; but in Bristol's 
case, the destitutbn appeared so urgent, that I immediately relieved the family 
with 7^., and reported the particulars to the Board, whereupon the proceedings 
were taken as I havcTflescribed. 

I recollect well the evidence of the Widow Ann Bristol, taken by you in my 
presence ; it is correctly printed, and exactly what she stated. 

I have applied to Mr. Boiling for any further particulars he might wish to 
offer. 

Mr. B.said he had already made a statement of the facts, and did not think 
it necessary to give any further information. 

Taken 5th February 1842, by 

C. Mott. 



Sir, Bolton, 5 February 1842. 

Stxc£ you were here, have re-examined Ann Bristol; the enclosed^ signed 
with my initials, is the examination, which is as correct as possibly can be nrom 
the information I can derive from her. 

I am, &c. 
Charles Mott, Esq. (signed) B. Broom. 



Taken by Mr. Broum, Relieving Officer, Bolton Union. 

/4nn Bristol saith : My husband, James, came to Bolton from Alton Priors, in 
Wiltshire, in August 1836 ; he obtained employment as a carter at Mr. Boiling's, 
at 15*. per week. About a fortnight after he entered into Mr. Boiling's service 
he sent me a letter stating he had got work. 

Mr. Boiling advanced my husband 2L to assist him in sending for me and 
family to Bolton, which was about three months after he first arrived here ; the 
2 1. was paid back by instalments of 2S. 6d. each fortnight from his wages. Sarah, 
one of my daughters, was employed by Mr. Boiling almost as soon as we came, 
and the other children who were able to work soon after. 

About the latter end of April or beginning of May 1838, my husband met with 
an accident, in consequence of one of the horses treading upon his foot, which 
ever after made him walk lame ; and in the June following met with another 
accident by having two of his ribs broke and two displaced ; the accident occurred 
in Bridge-street. He was brought home in a gig, and Mr. Wolstenholme, sur- 
geon, came to my house to attend him immediately after, at the expense of Mr. 
Boiling ; he attended him about nine weeks' before he went to the Manchester 
Infirmary. After the accident Mr. Boiling paid me 15^. per week on account of 
my husband, for about five weeks, which was then discontinued, and the remain- 
ing four weeks before he went to the infirmary Mr. Moscrop, an overlooker of 
Mr. Boiling's, sent my husband dinners every day, and now and then gave him 
money. 
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My husband was in the infirmary about five weeks ; after he came hotne we 
had some meat from Mr. Yates's shop for (I think) about six or eight weeks, by 
the orders of Mr. John Poole, one of Mr. Boiling's book-keepers, which was then 
discontinued ; we were then owing money to Mr. Yates of our own previous con- 
tracting. 

My husband was nearly three quarters of a year before he was able to follow 
any employment ; he then went to solicit Mr. Boilings for work, who at once 
engaged him as a scutcher in the card room at i ^. sd. per day ; the mill was then 
working only four and five days per week. He was employed as a scutcher for 
about seven months. 

On the Saturday fortnight previous to my husband's death, which took place* on 
the Tuesday following, his thumb was caught in the machinery, which disabled 
him from working. Mr. Chadwick, surgeon, attended him by Mr. Boiling's direc- 
tions, and I cannot recollect any wages whatever being paid us on my husband's 
account the last two weeks of his sickness, but I believe there was not ; on the 
Saturday previous to the Tuesday on which he died, Mr. Charles Needham, one 
of Mr. Boiling's overlookers, came to see him, and gave him (I believe it was) 
2^. loef., which he had earned the same week he had his thumb injured by the 
machinery. On the Mbnday before his death, Mr. Greenhalgh, one of Mr. Boi- 
ling's overlookers, came to see him, and gave him 1 8. out of his own pocket, and 
on the same day Mrs. Needham came to see us, and gave my husband i ^., which 

she 



SCHEDULE (D.)— Fonn 24. 



APPLICATIONS AND REPOBTS 



The Figures refer to the corresponding Golnmns in Panper Description Book. 
4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 



Nos. 

in 

Relief 

List. 



Names of Applicants, 

their WiTCs, 

and Children ipnder 16, 

dependent on them. 



Age. 



Residence, 
where, or with whom. 



CALLING. 



If Adult, 

whether Single, 

Married, 

Widow, or 

Widower; if 

Child, whether 

Orphan, 

Deserted, or 

Bastard. 



If partially 

or wholly DisaUed, 

and 

the Description 

of 

Disability. 



IF RECEIVING 



I 



Regnlar or 
Temporary Relief, 

or any other, 
and what Belief 

from 
Clubs, Charitable 

Institatioos, 
Government Pen- 
sions, 
or otherwise. 



I 
(Copy.) For the Quarter ending June 24, 1889. 

- Haslara-yard. Rent, 
2#. Sd, per weelc. 
Belongs Houghton 
Preers, Wiltshire. 



James 




88 


Ann, wife 




88 


Sarah- 


- 


17 


Jane - 


- 


14 


Betsey 


- 


12 


Johanna 


- 


9 


John • 


- 


6 


George 


- 


3 



- - Short time, scutch- 
ing room. 



married 



partially lame 



- • from parish 
where he beloogs, 
nothing. 



(Copy.; For December Quarter, 1889. 



Bristol, James - 



Ann, wife - 
Sarah - 
Jane - 

Betsey 
Johanna 
John - 
Geoige 



89 



89 
18 
16 

14 
9i 
6i 

4 



- - Haslam-yard, in a 
house ; rent, 2 #. 8 <2. 
belongs Halton Preers, 
Wiltshire. 



washes - 
reels, short time 
reels at home - 
piecer, short time 



scutcher 



cripple ; sores in knee 



married 



- - wholly ; thumb 
taken off, and lame. 



• from pariah, no- 
thing. 



washerwoman 

reeler 

reeler 



wholly; bad leg 



yes 



piecer 



- - cripple, and sick 
of St. Anthony's fire. 



yee 
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she said had been sent him by Mr. John Poole ; during the fortnight my husband 
was sick, no one brought us food till the Monday evening before he died, when 
Mrs. Lomax's servant brought some ; after my husband was dead, Mr. Green- 
balgh, overlooker, came to my house, and said some person had given him 5^., 
which he was to give me, and Miss Moscrop brought me some bacon and a few 
apples, which were for a daughter who was sick of erysipelas. 

Mr. Moscrop (an overlooker at Mr Boiling's) and his family were very good to 
me and my family for a long time after my husband's decease, in giving me food 
and other necessaries, which they discontinued after the case was published in the 
papers. 

The fortnight my husband, daughter, and myself were sick, my husband was in 
no sick club, and to the best of my recollection Sarah and Betsy were earning 
from Ts. to 8^. per week, which was all the income we had for the family to 
subsist upon. 

When the relieving officer came to visit us, which was on the Saturday before he 
died (the same day the application was made to him by a neighbour), be relieved 
us with 7^. ; and on the Monday after, Mr. Haslam, our landlord, came for some 
rent we were owing, and I believe, out of the 7^. (he^as so urgent), I gave him 
4^. ; at the time there were some women in the bouse, who said, '* I think you 
ought to leave her some money, instead of taking it from her, and the family in 
such a state of destitution.'' B. B. 



PariBh of Chnat Bolton, 



0. 



10 and 11. 



PraentCaafle 
of leeldiig Belief, 
or 
Ntton of Application. 



--NotnifEteieDt 
ing In to maintain 
tlMOi on, and 42. 
owing to Mr. Haslam 
for rent 



- • appUes on acoonnt 
of hinaelf; thnmb 
taken off; wife a bad 
leg, and Jane tick of 
8t Anthony's fire, 
and in no sick dnb. 



OBSERVATIONS 

and 

Names c/Bektioiis 

liable nnder 

48d Elizabeth, 

distinguishing those 

apparently 

capable of assisting 

the Applicant 



. - None liable. He 
nsed to hare 16 1. per 
week at Boiling's, bat 
since he had his ribs 
broke and knee hnrt, 
only earns 1 #. per 
day. 



I 

11 



Present 

Weekly 

Earnings, 

or 

other 

Income of 

Applicants, 

and 

Family 

dependent 

on 

them. 



Relief 
given 
(if any) 
at the 
discre- 
tion of 
Relieving 
Officer. 



- - Belongs Halton 
Preers ; none liable. 
Since visiting this 
case, James Bristol 
is dead; given an 
order for coffin and 
.dues; a very bad 
case ; no bedding 
scarcely. 



s. d. 
4 - 



1 6 
4 6 

2 6 
8 - 



Value in 
kind. 



#. d. 



Relief ordered by Guardians. 



Kind. 



r 



Quantity 

and 

Description. 



#. d. 
2 6 



7- 



4 - 
4 - 



For what 

Time alloved, 

or 

Nature of 

the 

Order made. 



I 



Initials 

of 
Clerk. 



one month 



16 10 



6 - 

A - 



10 



sr 



Coffin & dues - 
Bed & bedding 



, - 



40 



J.W. 



OBSERYA- 
TIONS. 



• - write to his 
parish. 

E ' 



J.W. 



four weeks 



regular 



J.W. 
J.W. 
J.W. 

R.Y.G. 
R V a. 



. - suspended 
order of renu^ 
vaL 
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Sir, Bolton, 12 Febraary 1S42. 

AoHEEABLT with youF request, I beg to offer the following information regard- 
ing the case of James Bristol. I believe it is nearly two years since the poor man 
died» and be met with his death under the following circumstances : — He was in 
the employ of Messrs. Boiling, in the capacity of carter^ and during the act of 
attaching some chains beloni^ng to one of his borses, he got bis thumb entangled, 
and when the borse began to draw, it dragged off a portion of bis thumb, a little 
below the first joint, producing considerable laceration. He survived about two 
or three weeks, and during that period repeatedly attended at my surgery to have 
his wounds dressed, up to the morning preceding his demise. I visited him at his 
home several times on the day he died, and from all appearances the man and his 
family were labouring under great privations, for a greater state of wretchedness 
I do not remember ever witnessing ; although, literally speaking, I do not con- 
sider that the man can be considered to have died from starvation. The cause of 
death was sufficiently evident, being occasioned by a formidable and fatal affection, 
viz. tetanus, more commonly known by the appellation of lock-jaw. 

All lacerated wounds predispose towards lock-jaw, and if the man had been in 
the most affluent circumstances he might have equally shared the same fate. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. Woodhouse, (signed) Sam^ Taylor Chadwick. 

Clerk of the Bolton Union. 

The cause of death in the register is stated to be ^^ inflammation.*' 
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DEPWADE UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 June 1842 y^^for^ 



COPY of a Correspondence between the Board of Guardians of the 
Depooade Union and the Poor Law Commissioners, which took place in 
May 1841, or about that time, relating to the Case of a Widow named Booty j 
who was then residing at Eaton^ near Norwich. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 1 W. G. Lumley, 

Somerset House, 16 June 1642 J Ass^ Sec 



Ass* Secretary. 



Orderedy by The House of Commons, to he Printed^ 17 June 1842. 



(4826, B.) 

Respected Friend, Norwich, 2 April 1841. 

ENCLOSE a statement of the case of the poor widow Booty, according to 



I 



thy request. 

I have written to H. N, Burroughes on the subject, observing he had given 
notice of introducing into the Poor Law Amendment Bill a clause which exactly 
meets this case. He informs me he does not expect to be able to bring it forward 
until after Easter, when I most sincerely hope the Legislature will sanction what 
is loudly called for by policy as well as justice, and prevent all difficulty on the 
subject. 

Believe me to be thine, much obliged and respectfully^ 

Richard Gwyn, Esq. (signed) Henry Birkbeck. 



(4826, B.) 

The CASE oi Ann Booty y of the Hamlet of Eaton Norwich. 

Ann Booty 8 husband died 10th October 1840, leaving her with 11 children : 
Mary Ann . . . . • aged 20 years. 

Mana - - - - - - 19- 

Harriet - 18 - 

Elizabeth -16- 

William - - - - - --14- 

Jane -11- 

Rachael .-..-.-.9- 

George -6- 

Robert -5- 

Emanuel -.3- 

Edward -1-. 
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2 DEPWADE UNION:— CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

The five oldest are at service : the first, through the interest of Mr. Hudson 
Gurney, in a situation as under-cook at Lord Barham's ; the second and third are 
in Mr. H. Gumey*s service ; and the fourth in Mrs. Birkbeck's service as under 
nursery-maid ; the oldest boy lives with Mr. G. B. George : leaving the six 
youngest at home dependent upon their mother. Her means of support at present 
are a liberal allowance of lo^. per week from the Depwade Union, and about 4^. 
or 5^. per week from selling yeast; this will in all probability decrease in the sum- 
mer, as hitherto she has not been able to sell so' much as in winter ; but it is sup- 
posed to bring her, on an average for the year, about 3^. weekly. The allowance 
from the Union being granted only for the first six months of her widowhood, will 
shortly cease, unless she removes into the Union; the consequence of which would 
be to deprive her of many kind friends, by whom she is much respected for her 
good conduct, and who, if she be permitted to remain amongst them, would doubt- 
less be able and willing to render her assistance, which they otherwise could not 
do. If the Union would, under these circumstances, consent to allow her 45. or 
5^. a week, she hopes to be able to struggle through. The man had some relief 
from the parish of Morningthorpe, to which he belonged, but I think not regu- 
larly ; since the formation of the Union he had none whatever. 

(signed) G. M. George. 
Eaton, 30 March 1841. 

I beg to add my attestation to the above. 

(signed) Henry Birkbeck. 
Bank, 2 April 1841. 



(4826, B.) 

Relief.— CASE of Ann Booty. 

Gentlemen, Long Stratton, 20 April 1841. 

I BEG midemeath to send you a copy of a resolution agreed to by the Board of 
Guardians, and to request the favour of an early communication on the subject, it 
being the wish of the Guardians that a clause should be introduced into the Bill 
now before Parliament to give them a discretionary power in similar cases. 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) «/. Hotson^ Clerk. 



Copy Resolution. 



*^ Resolved unanimously (there being 30 Guardians present), that an application 
be made to the Poor Law Commissioners for their sanction to an allowance of 5s. 
a week, which this Board is desirous of granting to Ann Booty, widow, and her 
children, belonging to Morningthorpe, whilst resident at Eaton ; and that the state- 
ment of Mr. G. B. George (in which the particulars of the case will fully appear), 
accompanied by a letter from Mr. H. Birkbeck, be transmitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners in support of the application." 



(4826, B.) 

CASE of Ann Booty. 

Poor Law Commission Oflice, Somerset House, 
Sir, 6 May 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th ultimo, forwarding a copy of a resolution of the Board of 
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THE CASE OF MRS. BOOTY. 3 

The CoromissionerSy in reference thereto, and having regard to the large number 
of children of Ann Booty, consider that the case may be made an exception to the 
Commissioners' order prohibiting out-door relief to non-resident paupers ; and the 
Commissioners therefore recommend the Board of Guardians of the Depwade 
Union to provide for two of Ann Booty's children in the Pulham workhouse, 
where they would be placed under the care of an efficient schoolmistress. 

Signed by order of the Board, 

(signed) E. Chadwickf Secretary. 

J. Hotson, Esq. 

Clerk to the Guardians of the Depwade Union, 

Long Stratton. 
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EASINGWOLD UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of CommoDS, 
dated a5 May li^^i-^r^ 

A COPY of all the Cokrebpondbncb relating to the granting of Out-door Relibf, 
which has passed between the Poor Law Commissioi^erb and the Board of 
Guardians of the Easingwold Uniok, in the County of York ; also, Copt of the 
Minutes of the Board, relating to their Proceedings upon the Poor Law Ccnnmis- 
sioners having refused to allow the same ;— (so far as Copies of such Minutes are in the 
possession of the Commissioners). 



Poor Law Commission Office,1 W. G, Lumte^f Ass* Secretary. 

Somerset House, i June 1843. J 



CORRESPONDENCE between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Board 
of Guardians of the Easingwold Union, relating to the granting of out-door 
Relief. 



To the Guardians of the Poor of the several Unions named in the Schedule here- 
unto annexed. 

To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the several Parishes and Places comprised 
within the said Unions. 

To the Clerk or Clerks to tlie Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Division or 
Divisions in which the Parishes and Places comprised within the said Unions are 
situate ; and to all others whom it may concern. 

We, the Pocmt Law Commissioners, in pursuance of the authorities vested in us by an 
Act passed in the fifth year of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, inti- 
tuled, ** An Act for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the 
Podr in England and Wales," do hereby rescind so much of any Order or Orders hereto- 
fore issued by the Poor Law Commissioners as relates to the administration of relief to be 
given to able-bodied poor persons, and to poor persons not resident in their Parish or 
Union, in the several Unions named in the Schedule hereunto annexed. 

And we do hereby order, direct and declare, with respect to each and every of the 
Unions named in the said Schedule, as follows: 

Article L — Every able-bodied person, male or female, requiring relief from any parish 
vnthin any of the said Unions, shall be relieved wholly in the workhouse of the Union, 
together with such of the family of every such able-bodied person as may be resident with 
him or her, and may not be in employment, and together with the wife of every such able- 
bodied male person, if he be a married man, and if she be resident with him, save and 
except in the following cases : — 

1st. Where such person shall require relief on account of sudden and urgent 
necessity. 

2d. Where such person shall require relief on account of any sickness, accident, 
or bodily or m^ital infirmity affecting such person, or any of his or her 
fiunily. 

3d. Where such person shall require relief for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses, either wholly or in part, of the burial of any of his or her family. 

4th. Where such person, being a widow, shall be in the first six months of her 
widowhood. 

29a. A 6th. Where 
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6th. Where such person shall be a widow, and have a legitimate child or legiti- 
mate children dependent npon her, and incapable of earning his, her or their 
livelihood, and no illegitimate child bom after the commencement of her 
widowhood. 

6th. Where such person shall be confined in any gaol or place of safe custody. 

7th. Where the relief shall be required by the wife, child or children of any 
able-bodied man who shall be in the service of Her Majesty as a soldier, sailor 
or marine. 

8th. Where any able-bodied person, not being a soldier, sailor or marine, shall 
not reside within the Union, but the wife, child or children of such person 
shall reside within the same, the Board of Guardians of the Union, according 
to their discretion, may afford relief in the workhouse to such wife, child or 
children, or may allow out-door relief for any such child or children being 
within the age of nurture, and resident with the mother within the Union. 

Article II. — In every case in which out-door relief shall be given on account of sickness, 
accident or infirmity to any able-bodied male person resident within any of the said 
Unions, or to any member of the family of any able-bodied male person, an extract from 
the medical officer's weekly report (if any such officer shall have attended the case), stat- 
ing the nature of such sickness, accident or infirmity, shall be specially entered in the 
minutes of the proceedmgs of the Board of Guardians of the day on which the relief is 
ordered or subsequently allowed. 

But if the Board of Guardians shall think fit, a'certificate, under the hand of a medical 
officer of the Union, or of the medical practitioner in attendance on the party, shall be 
laid before the Board, stating the nature of such sickness, accident or infirmity, and a 
copy of the same shall be in like manner entered in the minutes. 

Article III. — No reh'ef shall be given from the poor-rates of any parish comprised in any 
of the said Unions to any person who does not reside in some place within the Union, save 
and except in the following cases :— 

Ist. Where such person, being casually within such parish, shall become 
destitute. 

2d. Where such person shall require relief on account of any sickness, accident 
or bodily or mental infirmity affecting such person, or any of his or her femily. 

3d. Where such person shall be entitled to receive relief from any parish in 
which he may not be resident, under any order which Justices may by law be 
authorized to make. 

4th. Where such person, being a widow, shall be in the first six months of her 
widowhood. 

5th. Where the relief shall be allowed for a child under the age of 16 main- 
tained in a workhouse or establishment for the education of pauper children 
not situate within the Union. 

6th. Where any person, not being able-bodied, shall not reside within the Union, 
and the wife, child or children of such person shall reside within the same, 
relief may be afforded to such wife, child or children, by the Guardians of 
the Union, as they shall think fit. 

7th. Where such person shall, at some time within the twelve calendar months 
next preceding the date of this Order, have been in the receipt of relief from 

- some parish in the Union, being settled in such parish, and not being resident 
therein. 

Article IV.— Provided always. That in case the Guardians of any of the said Unions 
shall depart in any particular instance from any of the regulations hereinbefore contained, 
and shall, vrithin fifteen days afler such departure, report the same, and the grounds 
thereof, to the Poor Law Commissioners, and if the Poor Law Commissioners shall approve 
of such departure, then the relief granted in such particular instance shall, if otherwise 
lawful, not be deemed to be unlawful, or be subject to be disallowed. 

Article V. — No relief which shall be contrary to any regulation in this Order shall be 
given by way of loan ; and every relief which may be given to or on account of any person 
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AND THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS OF THE EASINGWOLD UNION. $ 

above the age of 21, or to his wife or any part of his family under the age of 16, under 
Article I., or any of the exceptions thereto, or under any of the exceptions to Article IIL, 
or under the proviso in Article IV.^ may, if the Guardians shall think fit, be given by 
way of loan. 

Article VL — Whenever the word '' Parish" is used in this Order, it shall be taken to 
signify any place separately maintaining its own poor : 

Whenever the word ** Union'' is used in this Order, it shall be taken to include not 
only an union of parishes under the provisions of the hereinbefore-recited Act, but also 
any union of parishes incorporated or united for the relief or maintenance of the poor 
under any local Act of Parliament : 

Whenever the word '' Guardians" is used in this Order, it shall be takea to includd 
not only guardians appointed or entitled to act under the provisions of the said hereinbefore* 
recited Act, but also any govemon, directors, managers, or acting guardians, entitled to 
act in the ordering of relief to the poor from the poor-rates under any local Act of Par- 
liament: 

Whenever the words '^ Board of Guardians'* are used in this Order, they shall be 
takea to mean not only a board of guardians competent to act under the provisions of the 
said hereinbefore-recited Act, Imt also such guardians or such a number of any guardian* 
as are competent to order relief to the poor from the poor-rates under any local Act of 
Parliament. 



SCHEDULE, containing the Names of the Unions to which the present Order applies. 


Aberaeron 


Bideford 


Cheltenham 


Easingwold 


Abergavenny 


Biggleswade 


Chepstow 


Eastbourne 


Abingdon 


Billericay 


Chesterfield 


East Grinstead 


Alban's, St 


BiUesdon 


Chesterton 


Easthampstead 


Aleester 


Bingham 


Chester-le-Street 


East Retford 


Alderbary 


Bishops Stortford 


Chippenham 


Eastward 


Alnwick 


Blaby 


Chipping Norton 


Eastry 


Alresford 


Blandford 


Chipping Sodbury 


Elham 


Alton 


Blean 


Christchurch 


Ellesmere 


Altrincham 


Blofield 


Church Stretton ^ 


Ely 


Amersham 


Blything 


Cirencester 


Epping 


Amesbury 


Bosmere and Claydon 


Cleobury Mortimer 


Epsom 


Ampthill 


Boston 


Clifton 


Erpingham 


Andover 


Bourn 


Clun 


Eton 


Ashby-de-la-Zouoh 


Brackley 


Clntton 


Evesham 


Ashford, East 


Bradfield 


Colchester 




Ashford, West 


Bradford (Wilts) 


Colnmb, Majer St 


Faith, St 


Aston 


Braintree 


Cookham 


Fareham 


Atcham 


Brampton 


Cosford 


Faringdon 


Atherstone 


Brecknock 


Cranbrook 


Faversham 


Auckland 


Bridge 


Crediton 


Flegg, East and West 


Austell, St 


Bridgenorth 


Crickhowel 


Foleshill 


Axbridge 


Bridgewater 


Cricklade and Wootton 


Fordingbridga 


Axminster 


Bridport 


Bassett 


Forehoe 


Aylesbury 


Brixworth 


Croydon 


Freebridga Lynn 


Aylesford, North 


Bromley 


Cuckfield 


Frome 


Aylsham 


Bromsgrove 








Bromyard 


Darlington 


Gainsborough 


BakeweU 


Buckingham 


Dartford 


German's, St 


Banbury 


Buntingford 


Daventry 


Glanford Brigg 


Bamet 


Burton-on-Trent 


Depwade 


Glendale 


Barnstaple 




Derby 


Glossop 


Barrow-on-Soar 


Caistor 


Devises 


Gloucester 


Basford 


Cahie 


Docking 


Godstone 


Basingstoke 


Cambridge 


Donoaster 


Goole 


Bath 


Cardiff 


Dorchester 


Grantham 


Battle 


Cardigan 


Dore 


Gravesend and Miltoa 


Beaminster 


Carmarthen 


Dorking 


Guildford 


Bedale 


Castle Ward 


Dover 


Guiltcross 


Bedford 


Catherington 


Downham 


Guisborough. 


Bedminster 


Caxton and Arring- 


Drayton 
Driffield 




Belford 


ton 


Hailsham 


Belper 


Ceme 


Droitwich 


Halstead 
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Hastings 


Malton 


Havant 


Mansfield 


Haverfordwest 


Market Bosworth 


Hay 


Market Harborough 


Hayfield 


Marlborough 


Headington 
Hemel Hempstead 


Martley 
Medway 


Henlej 


Melksham 


Henstead 


Melton Mowbray 


Hereford 


Mere 


Hertford 


Meriden 


Hexham 


Midhurst 


Highworth & Swindon 


Mildenhall 


Hinckley 


Milton 


Hitchin 


Mitford and Launditch 


Holbeach 


Monmouth 


Hollingboom 


Morpeth 


Holywell 




Honiton 


Nantwioh 


Hoo 


Narberth 


Homcastle 


Neath 


Horsham 


Nest's, St. 


Houghton-le-Spring 


Newark 


Howden 


Newbury 


Hoxne 


Newcastle-in-Emlyn 
Newcastle-under-Lyne 


Hungerford 


Huntingdon 


Newent 


Horsley 


New Forest 


. 


Newhaven 


Ipswich 


Newmarket 


lyes, St 


Newport (Monmouth) 




Newport (Salop) 


Kettering 


Newport Pagnell 


Keynsham 


Newton Abbot 


Eaddermlnster 


Northampton 


Kingsbridge 


Northleach 


Kingsdere 


Northwich 


Kings Norton 


North Witchford 


Kington 


Nuneaton 


Knighton 


Oakham 


Lanchesttf 


Okehampton 
Ongar 


Langport 


Launceston 
Ledbury 


Oundle 


Leek 


Patrington 


Leighton Buzzard 


Pembroke 


Leominster 


Penkridge 


Lewes 


Penrith 


Lexden and Winstree 


Penzance 


Leybum 


Pershore 


Lichfield 


Peterborough 


Lincoln 


Petersfield 


Linton 


Petworth 


Liskeard 


Pewsey 


Llandilo Fawr 


Pickering 


Llandovery 


Plomesgate 


Llanelly 


Plyuipton St. Mary 


Loddon and Clavering 


Pont-y-pool 


Loughborough 


Poole 


Louth 


Portsea Island 


Ludlow 


Pottersbury 


Luton 




Lutterworth 


Reading 


Lymington 


Redruth 




Reeth 


Madeley 


Reigate 


Maidstone 


Ringwood 


Maldon 


Risbridge 


Mailing 


Roohford 


Malmesbury 


Romford 



Romney Marsh 1 


Tiverton 


Romsey 


Tonbridge 


Rothbury 


Torrington 


Ross 


Totness 


Royston 


Towcester 


Rugby 


Tunstead and Happing 


Rye 


Tynemouth 


Saffiron Walden 

Samford 

Scarborough 

Sculooates 

Sedgefield 


Uckfield 

Uppingham 

Upton-on-Severa 

Uttoxeter 

Uxbridge 


Seisdon 


Wallingford 


Selby 


Walsal 


Sevenoaks 


Walsingham 


Shaftesbury 


Wangford 


Shardlow 


Wantage 


Sheppey 


Ware 


Shepton Mallet 


Wareham and Purbeok 


Sherborne 


Warminster 


ShiSnal 


Warwick 


Shipston-on-Stour 


Watford 


Skirlaugh 


Wayland 


Sleaford 


Weardale 


SolihuU 


Wellingborough 


Southam 


Wellington (Somerset) 


South Molton 


Wellington (Salop) 


South Shields 


Wells 


South Stoneham 


Welwyn 


Southwell 


Wem 


Spalding 


Weobly 


Spilsby 


Westboume 


Stafford 


West Bromwioh 


Staines 


Westbury-on-Sevem 


Stamford 


Westbury and Whor- 


Steyning 


welsdown 


Stockbridge 


West Firle 


Stockton 


West Ham 


Stone 


West Hampnett 
West Ward 


Stourbridge 


Stow 


Weymouth 


Stow-on-the-Wold 


Wheatenhurst 


Stratford-on-Avon 


Whitby 


Stroud 


Whitchurch 


Sturminster 


Williton 


Sudbury 


Wilton 


Swaffham 


Wimbome and Cran- 


Swansea 


bome 




Wincanton 


Tamworth 


Winchcombe 


Taunton 


Winchester, New 


Tavistock 


Windsor 


Teesdale 


Winslow 


Tenbury 


Wirrall 


Tendring 


Wisbeach 


Tenterden 


Witham 


Tetbury 


Witney 


Tewkesbury 


Wobum 


Thakeham 


Wokingham 


Thame 


Wolverhampton 


Thanet, Isle of 


Woodbridge 


Thetford 


Woodstock 


Thingoe 


Woolstanton and Bur- 


Thirsk 


slem 


Thomas, St. 


Worcester 


Thombury 


Worksop 


Thome 


Wrexham 


Thrapston 


Wycombe 


Ticehurst 




Tisbury 


Yeovil 


eal of Office, this second 


day of August, in 


thousand eight hundred 


and Forty-one. 


(^ \ ("grne 


d) /. G. S. Lefewe. 


f L. s. \ 


0, C. Lewis. 
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AND THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS OF THE EASINGWOLD UNION. 5 
INSTRUCTIONAL LETTER AS TO GENERAL PROHIBITORY ORDER. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 2d August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have thought it expedient, for the sake of rendering the 
practice of the different Unions as uniform as circumstances permit, to issue their Order 
regulating the relief of able-bodied and non-resident paupers as a General Order. 

Separate Orders, containing provisions nearly- identical with, or closely resembling, those 
contained in the General Order now issued, are already in force in most of the Unions and 
Incorporations to which this Order is addressed. 

The Commissioners request the attention of the Board of Gruardians to the following 
remarks, in reference to those parts of the Order which appear to require explanation : 
• 

Rblief of Able-bodied. 

1. — ^Articlb I. — ^The only remark on the prohibitory clause which the Commissioners 
need make is, that the Guardians under this clause are not bound to require any child of an 
able-bodied person who can support itself to accompany its parent into the workhouse, if it 
appear expeaient that such child should continue in employment. 

2. — Article I. Exception 1.] — By *' sudden and urgent necessity" (which words are used 
in § 54 of the Poor Law Amendment Act), the Commissioners understand any case of 
destitution requiring instant relief, before the person can be received into the workhouse ; 
as, for example, when a person is deprived of his usual means of support by means of fire, 
or storm, or inundation, or robbery, or riot, or any other similar cause which he could not 
control when it had occurred, and which it would have been impossible or very difficult for 
him to foresee and prevent 

It is to be remarked further, that this exception does not authorize permanent out-door 
relief in any case. A case originally of sudden and urgent necessity, vithich subsequently 
requires continued relief, loses its character of suddenness and urgency. The relief sul)- 
sequently required will be either ordinary relief, and therefore to be given in the workhouse, 
or It may be extraordinary, and given, for example, under the second exception to Article I. 

8. — Exception 2.]— The second exception provides for the case of any able-bodied man 
who is himself insane or temporarily sick, or who has met with an accident, or any of whose 
family require to be relieved on the ground of insanity, infirmity, accident or sickness. 

4. — Exception 3.] — Under this exception relief may be given to able-bodied persons for the 
funerals of their families, without requiring them to come into the workhouse. 

6. JException 4."] — The exception of widows during the first six months of their widow- 
hood is adopted with a view of enabling persons thus situated to have an adequate interval 
for the purpose of making such arrangements for their support as their altered condition 
may require. 

6. — Exception 6.] — ^The exception of widows with children, so far asit relates to able- 
bodied widows in employment, is one respecting which the Guardians ou^ht to exercise 
great circumspection in applying it in practice. The Guardians, when* administering relief 
binder it, ought to take into account that when small weekly allowances in aid of wages are 
made, they too commonly serve to excuse relations from the payment of contributions to a 
larger amount ; and that the out-door allowances when given indiscriminately in widowhood 
tend to put an end to provident habits, in respect of insurances in sick clubs or otherwise. 
It should, moreover, be borne in mind, that allowances made by the parish to able-bodied 
vridows in employment do not always confer the advantages intended, inasmuch as their 
wages, as in the case of able-bodied men, are commonly reduced in c<»isideration of the 
allowance from the parish ; and that such reduction of the wc^es, combined with the excuse 
furnished to relations or friends for withholding their contributions, together with the pauper 
habits thus engendered, often renders such allowances to widows in aid of wages an injury 
rather than a benefit to them ; whilst in some districts this class of able-bodied widows may 
be so numerous that their labour (thus depreciated at the expense of the rate-payers) may he: 
substituted for the more highly paid labour of independent labourers. 

7. — '£\ie Commissioners trust, that the Guardians will seldom find that the ordinary rate 
of earnings of able-bodied women is so low as not to enable them to support one child at the 
least ; and that the Guardians will not adopt any such general rule as tnat of relieving all 
widows with one, or with any fixed number of children, without careful inquiry into every 
case thus to be relieved. 

8. — Exception 6.] — It sometimes happens that a person is confined for debt in a prison 
where no provision is made out of a prison fund, or out of the county rates, for his main- 
tenance. In such a case as this, it is advisable that the Guardians of the Union should be 
empowered to reUeve him. It is further necessary that the Guardians should be empowered 
to give relief to the wife and children in cases where the husband cannot be required to 
enter the workhouse on account of his being in a place of legal confinement 

^^, A 3 9. — Exctptiom 
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9. — Exception 7.] —The state of the law in reference to married women explained in par. 10, 
and the peculiar rights and obligations of soldiers, sailors and marines, render it desirable to 
giye great latitude to the proceedings of the Board of Ouardians in respect of the families of 
persons in these departments of the Queen's service. The seventh exception, therefore, 
allows of relief of any kind bein^ given to the wife or children of a soldier, sailor or marine, 
whether in or out of the workhouse, without requiring the husband to come into the 
workhouse. 

10. — Exception 8.] — The eighth exception provides for the case of a wife whose husband 
is absent from her> either by desertion or otherwise, and it is necessary, in consequence of 
the state of the law applicable to women thus situated. It is held that in such cases relief 
to the children is not relief to the wife ; consequently, the wife cannot be compelled to come 
with her children into the workhouse, I^ however, she require relief for herself, the 
Guardians may require her to receive it in the workhouse ; and if she require relief for her 
children, the uuardians may require such of them as are above the age of nurture to receive 
it in the workhouse, whether she do or do not come into the workhouse. As regards, how- 
ever, children under the age of nurture who may be living vnth the mother, the Guardians 
cannot remove them ifrom her; so that if she require relief for them, and them only, the 
Ghiardians must give out-relief if relief be necessary. 

11. — Article II. — ^The regulation which requires the entry on the Minutes of the 
medical officer's report, or a medical certificate in case of relief being ^ven to an able- 
bodied pauper on account of sickness, accident, &c., has been introduced m consequence of 
a tendancy which has displayed itself in various parts of the cotintry to make exceptions to the 
prohibitory order on too slight grounds, and the Commissioners thmk that this provision will 
nave the useful effect of calling the special attention of the Guardians to every such case. 

If the pauper should not have been attended by a medical officer of the Union, a certifi- 
cate may be given either by the medical practitioner who may have attended him, or by a 
medical officer of the Union who may visit him for the pturpose. 

Rblibf of Nok-Rbsi dents. 

12. — Article III. — As respects the portion of the Order which relates to the relief of 

Eersons not resident within their Union, the Commissioners desire to point out that it pro- 
ibits new cases of relief of this sort, with the exceptions therein mentioned. 

13. — Under the provisions of this Article, the Guardians may relieve a pauper residing 
within the Union, though not residing in the parish to which he belongs ; the Ciommissionen, 
however, are fiir from wishing* to encourage eveii this species of non-resident belief. It i$ 
true that the frauds and evils which are incidental to non-resident relief, in consequence of 
the want of inspection and the difficulty of transmitting the relief, do not occur with refer- 
ence to paupers resident vrithin the Union, who are within the reach of the relieving offi- 
cers ; but, nevertheless, the rate-payers of the parish charged with the relief, who, by means 
of the quarterly lists of paupers, can, by personal observation of those who reside in their 
parish, ascertain whether they are fit objects for relief, are deprived of this protection where 
the pauper for whom they pay is resident at a distant part of the Union. The relief of pau- 
pers out of their parish and out of the relieving district in which the parish is comprised is 
not unattended with difficulties both of a legal and practical nature, which are sufficient to 
make it desirable that the Guardians should not, vrithout sufficient ground, permit new cases 
of this nature even within the Union. 

14. — The Commissioners have stated fully their views on the subject of non-resident 
relief, as respects both its legality and expediency, in a Minute dated 26th of January 1841, 
which is re-printed in the Appendix to their Seventh Annual Report (App. A., No. 1). 

15. — Article III. Exception 1.] — The Commissioners have introduced this exception in 
order to meet the cases of vagrants, who may become casually destitute within the Union. 
It is the duty of the Guardians to relieve persons so situated, without reference to the place 
of their settlement or residence. The Commissioners have had occasion to address several 
communications to the Metropolitan Boards of Guardians on the duty of the locality to 
relieve all cases of urgent destitution. — [See the Commissioners' Fourth Annual Report, 
pages 154,155,156 and 157, Appendix A., No. 2 ; and Fiftii Annual Report, page 87, 
Appendix A., No. 10.] 

The Commissioners have not introduced into this Article an exception on account of 
Budden and urgent necessity — [See paragraph 2.] Cases of sudden and urgent necessity 
manifestly require the prompt attention and vigilant inspection which can only be exercised 
by the Guardians and their officers in the district where the necessity arises. 

16. — Erection 2.] — ^This exception corresponds to Exception 2 to Article I. [See para- 
graph 3.] The Commissioners omitted this exception in the forms of the Prohibitory Order 
which they have recently issued, but they have restored it in the present Order, on account of 
the difficulty which a want of the power of giving temporary relief to non-residents in case of 
sickness has been found to create m some parts of the country. The Commissioners, how- 
ever, desire to caution the Guardians against giving temporary relief in cases of sickness to 
persons not resident within the Union, unless they are able to obtain accurate information 
concerning the Case, and can insure adequate and prompt relief, both medical and otherwise. 
It may be observed that this exception permits poor persons to be sent to establishments out 
• of 
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of the Union^ intended for the treatment of their respective infirmities, as hospitals for the 
sick, asylums for the insane, and schools for the blina, or deaf and dumb. 

17. — Exception 3.] — ^The third exception is intended expressly to except from the operar 
tion of the Order the cases of relief given to non-resident lunatics in asylums under orders o( 
justices, to debtors confined under mesne process entitled to relief under the 62 Geo. B, 
c. 160, s. 1, and to persons under orders of removal. 

18. — Exception 4.]^This exception is similar to the fourth exception to Article L,the 
reasons for wnich are stated above m paragraph 5. 

19. — Exception 6.] — This exception permits the Guardians to send pauper children to • 
workhouse or establishment for tne traming of pauper children, which may be situated out 
of their Union. Some remarks on the advantages of combining Unions for the education of 
pauper children may be seen in the Report of the Commissioners on the further Amendment 
of tne Law (Dec. 1839), p. 55-9, and in their Report on the Training of Pauper Children 
(21 January 1841), with tne Appendix. 

20. — Exception 6.]— This exception enables the Guardians to relieve the resident family 
of a non-resident man, provided he be not able-bodied, without requiring them to come into 
the workhouse. 

21. — Exception 7.] — ^This exception permits the continuance of non-resident relief to all 
paupers (not bein^ able-bodied persons within Article I.) who were in the receipt of relief 
from some parish m the Union, within the 12 calendar months next preceding tne date of 
the Order. Consequently, it permits the continuance of non-resident relief to the infirm 
through age or any other cause, and to able-bodied widows with a child or children, who 
were m the receipt of parochial relief fit)m the Union within that period. 

Casss of peculiar Uroenct. 

22. — Article IV. — It is possible, although not probable, that cases may occasionally 
arise which present very peculiar circumstances, and which do not fitU within any of the 
exceptions contained in the present Order. The Commissioners think it desirable, in cases 
of that kind, in which the immediate withdrawal or denial of out-door relief might appear 
likelv to produce serious evil to the applicant, that the Guardians should give out-door relief^ 
or take a portion of the applicant's family into the workhouse, and report the case within 16 
days to the Poor Law Commissioners, as a case of peculiar urgency, in order that thet 
Commissioners may give their opinion thereupon. The Commissioners have accordingly 
introduced a Proviso at the end of the Order, enabling the Guardians to pursue this course 
with respect to exceptional cases of this description. 

Relief by way op Loan. 

23. — Article V. — ^The first part of Article V. is introduced in order to put an end to 
a misapprehension which existed in some Boards of Guardians; viz. that although th^ 
prohibitory Order prevented them from giving out-door relief, they might nevertheless lend it. 
The second part of the Article enables the Guardians to make all the relief which may be 

S'ven to persons above 21 years of age^ or their families, a loan under the 69th section of 
e Poor Law Amendment Act. 

24. — Article VI. — ^The last clauses of this Article are introduced because the order is 
addressed to four Unions of parishes formed not under the Poor Law Amendment Act, but 
under local Acts of Parliament ; viz. East and West Flegg, Forehoe, Sam ford, and Tunstead 
and Happing. 

Signed by order of the Board, 

George Coode, 
To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians. Assistant Secretary. 



(9,836, B.) 

Gentlemen, Easingwold, 10th Sept 1841. 

The Clerk of this Union having laid before us your General Prohibitory Order of the 
2d August last, tdgether with your Instructional Letter to him, we, the Guardians of the 
Easingwold Union, are induced to lay before you, with great respect, our opinion thereon, 
with uie reasons which induce and will compel us to decline carrying such Orders into 
execution. 

First. That the Order will afiect and oppressively injure all the aged able-bodied paupers, 
whose amount of wages is not sufficient for existence without some trifling parochial assist- 
ance, and thereW causing to all parishes having such applicants an increased expense, 
because the relief granted in all such cases is n<^ more than one-third or one-fourth of the 
cost such applicants would cause hi the workhouse. 

TVne it is that in the third exception an excuse is allowed for paupers requiring relief firom 
bodiljr infirmity; yet it fi^uentiy occurs that we have before us applicants whose only 
infirmity is old age, and we do not feel justified in wiUiholding relief in that stage when 

292. A 4 relief 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

relief and indulgence are more particularly required. It may be contended that old age is 
bodily infirmity : still we do not rather it from your Order, and it would be discreditaDle to 
a Board of Guardians to avoid tne Order by such a quirk ; therefore, if such can be its 
intention, we are of opinion that it requires a more definite expression, with less liability of 
mistaking its intention. 

Second. The prohibition as to widows is equally injurious and oppressive. The Commis- 
sioners state that the Guardians will seldom find the earnings of able-bodied women 
insufficient to support themselves and one child. 

Our attentive and practical observation of the habits and earnings of the able-bodied 
women and widows in this Union convinces us that their earnings are not in any one year 
sufficient for their maintenance. 

We humbly think that this Prohibitory Order has issued at a most unfortunate season, 
when the price of food is very high, and every respectable labourer is consequently in 
distress. 

It is impossible to relieve all applicants in the workhouse, and they, must not starve. 

We fur^er think, that with regard to this Union, which has been highly complimented 
by the Assistant Commissioner for the cheap and orderly management of its paupers, it is 
impossible for the Poor Law Commissioners to acquire any thin^ of the practical knowledge 
and information which the Guardians possess, and that some deference should be aUowed 
to the judgment and discretion of the Board. 

By your late Order, the discretion of the Guardians is entirely destroyed, leaving the excep- 
tions a matter of favour and permission. 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servants, 

(signed) E> Strangwayes, Chairman. Robert Boromworth. 

J%o»Sco^*, Vice-chairman. fVilans fVatson. 

Henry Yates Whytehead. John Surx. 

Henry Hawking. John Millington. 

John Walker. Thomas Wattes. 

James Armstrong. Thomas Parvin. 

IV" Coverdale. Luke Plummer. 

Daoid Sowry. William Gibson. 

Richard Bland. Thomas Fhwer. 

John Bland. Christopher Gill. 

Joseph Jefferson. Henry Banks. 

Robert Kettlewell, jun. William Barwick. 
Rich^ Dawson. 



(9,836, B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 16 September 1841. 

Thb Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of tne letter of the Guardians of 
the Easin^old Union, dated the 10th instant, declining to carry into execution the Order of 
the Commissioners, dated the 2d ultimo ; on the grounds that the Guardians conceive that 
the Order will injure all the aged able-bodied paupers whose amount of wages is not suffi- 
cient for their support without parochial relief, and because the out-relief granted to such 
paupers amounts to not more than one-third of what it would cost to maintain them in the 
workhouse. 

The Guardians further object to the Order, because they deem it injurious and oppressive 
to widows, whose earnings, when able-bodied, are not, in the opinion of the Guardians, suffi- 
cient for their support ; and the Guardians also state that, on account of the high price of 
food, the present is an objectionable period to issue the Prohibitory Order ; that it is impos- 
sible to relieve all applicants in the workhouse ; that they (the applicants) must not starve ; 
and, finally, the Guardians allege, that it is impossible for the Commissioners to acquire the 
practical Knowledge and information possessed by the Guardians ; that some deference 
should be allowed to the judgment and discretion of the Guardians, which is entirely 
destroyed by the Order. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state to the GKiardians of the Easingwold Union, 
that, being about to issue their Prohibitory Order generally to the Unions which have an 
efficient workhouse in operation, the Commissioners included the Easingwold Union in the 
number, thinking that there were no peculiar circumstances in that Union which presented 
anyserious obstacle to the beneficial working of the Order. 

The Commissioners are confirmed in this opinion, by the statement of the reasons of the 
(juardians for declining to carry it into execution, which are contained in your Letter of the 
IQth instant ; inasmuch as those reasons appear to the (Commissioners to be founded on a 
misconception of the effect of the provisions of the Order which are referred to. 

The enacting clause of the first Article of the Order applies only to able-bodied persons, 
and therefore it was unnecessary to introduce any exception to it with respect to persons 
infirm through age. The words " bodily infirmity," in Exception 2 to Art 1., must oe con- 
strued with reference to the words '' his or her family," and not with reference to an able- 
bodied 
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bodied person, who could not labour under bodily infirmity, stnctly so called ; though an 
able-bodied person might meet with an accident or be temporarily sick, if any of the 
family of an able-bodied man required relief on account of bodily infirmity (for example, if 
his wife or child were a cripple), he would be within the exception in question. 

By an able-bodied person, the Commissioners understand a person having the ordinary 
health and strength possessed by the class of labourers to which he or she belongs. If a 
person be partiafly aisabled, and unable on this account to earn the ordinary rate of wages, 
the case would not be within Article I. 

The Commissioners are at a loss to understand how the Guardians can consider the regu- 
lations of the Order with respect to able-bodied widows as injurious and oppressive. 3y the 
fourth Exception to Article 1., out-relief can be given to able-bodied widows, even if they are 
childless, within the first six mouths of their widowhood. 

By the fifth Exception to the same Article, out-rehef can be given to all widows having 
one or more legitimate children, and no illegitimate child bom since the commencement of 
their widowhood. Widows not being able-bodied are not within the first Article. The 
experience of the working of the Order in other Unions, enables the Commissioners to anti- 
cipate with confidence, that these regulations might be acted upon without inconvenience in 
the Easingwold Union. 

The Guardians remark, that the present high prices of provisions afford a reason against 
the issuing of the Prohibitory Order to the Easingwold Union. But the Commissioners 
have no reason to suppose that the prices of provisions are higher in the Easingwold Union 
than in the other Unions in which the same Order is carried into eft'ect without inconve- 
nience or difficulty. 

With respect to the statement of the Guardians, that it is impossible to relieve all appli- 
cants in the workhouse, and they must not starve ; the Commissioners fully concur with 
the Guardians as to the necessity of affording immediate relief to all applicants who may 
be in a state of destitution. But the Commissioners do not anticipate that any large num- 
ber of able-bodied persons, not falling within one or other of the exceptions to Article I. of 
the Order, will apply for relief to the Guardians. If, however, the workhouse should at any 
time be full, the Commissioners will be ready to suspend the Order for a time. 

Tlie Commissioners trust that when the Guardians shall have perceived the true effect and 
extent of the regulations contained in the late out-relief Order issued by the Commissioners, 
they will endeavour to carry these regulations into execution, and will not pronounce them 
inexpedient, before they have made an attempt to apply them in practice. 

Signed by order of the Board. 

(signed) JB. Chadwick, Secretary. 
To E. S. Strangwayes, Esq., 
Chairman of the Boara of Guardians of the 
Easingwold Union. 



(12,043, B.) 

Gentlemen, Thormanby, November ^3, 1841. 

We, the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the parish of Thormanby, in the 
county of York, in the Easingwold Union, would be obliged to you to inform us whether 
Ellen Wetherill, single woman, can receive weekly maintenance out of the house or not for 
her bastard child. 

The Guardians of our parish have objected to her receiving any relief out of the house ; but 
the Board says we must first prove that her parents are able to maintain the said girl and 
her bastard cnild, which we think that we can easily do ; but we wish to know whether we 
are obliged to relieve her out of the house or not, as her parents are keeping her at home^ 
and we think it a bad precedent, and doubt very much of receiving any thing firom the 
father of the child, he being a farmer's servant, and does not continue long in a place. 

We have been at a great expense in contributing to a workhouse, and if we have not a 
benefit in this case, the house is of no use to us. 

An early answer will oblige your obedient and humble servants, 

(signed) Geo. «^^g^on, J^hurchwarden^. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. W^ Robinson, J 



(12,043, B.) Case of Ellen Wexhebill, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Gentlemen, 1 December 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
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stances of ibis case (as regards the rieht of the Ooardians of the Easin^old Union to gnuit 
out-relief to able-bodied mothers of Dastard children), that the Commissioners' reply <h the 
20th April last to your letter adverting to the same case, no longer applies ; and conse- 
qiientlY any out-relief allowed to Ellen Wetherill, unless the same shall be sanctioned by the 
Cc-mmissioners under Article IV. of the Order referred to, is now without doubt ill^al. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

(signed) E. Chadwick, Secretary. 
The Churchwardens and Overseers, 
Thormanby, Thirsk. 



(12,043, B.) 

Casb of Ellbn Wstuebill. 

Poor Law Commission OflSce, Somerset House, 
Sir, 1 December 1841. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward, for the information and consi* 
deration of the Board of Ouardians of the Easingwold Union, the accompanying copy of a 
letter which the Commissioners have received from the Churchwardens and Overseers of the 
parish of Thormanby, respecting the case of Ellen Wetherill, a single woman with a bastard 
child, belonging to that fMurish, who is receiving out-relief, together with a copy of the reply 
which the Cx>mmissioner8 have addressed thereto. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

(signed) £• Chadwick, Secretary. 
John Haxby, Esq., Clerk to the Guardians, 
Easingwold. 



1 3,304, B.) OUT-R ELI BF. 

(Gentlemen, Easingwold, 27 December 1842. 

I AM directed by this Board to apply to you for your sanction to ontprelief, amounting to 
1 8. per week, being granted to Ellen Wetherill for her infont bastard child, in pursuance 
of the exception of your General Prohilntory Order. 

This person belongs to Thormanby, and her case has been ihB subject of correspondence 
between you and the parish officers of Thormanby. 

The grounds this Board have acted on to induce them to grant this out-relief are, that, io 
pursuance of a Minute entered into 18 months ago, it vras resolved, ** That deserving cha* 
racters not having had more than one bastard child, and being under the age of 22 years, were 
proper objects for out-door relief for their children." In the present case the Board find 
the object deserving, that her parents, who have brought up 10 children, have no means of 
supporting her and her child, and, as such, coming within the class to whom the Board feel 
it proper to afford out-door relief. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) John Haxby. 



(18,304, B.) Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 

Sir, 12 January 1842. 

Thb Poor Law C?ommissioners acknowled^ the receipt of your letter of the 27Ui ultimo, 
in which, by direction of the Board of Ouardians of the Easingwold Union, you aeain bring 
under their notice the case of Ellen Wetherill, the mother of a bastard child* to waom, with 
the sanction of the Commissioners, the Guardians wish to give out-door relief^ on the 
grounds that the Guardians had passed a resolution to the effect that deserving characters, 
not having had more than one bastard child, and being under the age of 22 years, were 
objects for out-relief, and that, in, the opinion of the Guardians, £llen Wetherill is a 
deserving character within the meaning of tne resolution. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state that, having reeard to the recent introduction 
of the Prohibitory Order into the Easingwold Union,' and to the facilities that they were in 
consequence prepared to afford the Guardians in carrying it into effect during the present 
winter, the Commissioners would not have declined to except temporarily from its operation 
such cases as (being on the relief lists on the 2d of August) the Guardians mignt have 
wished excepted, until the 25th of March next ; but having received no such report of cases, 
under Article IV., the Clommissioners would not now be justified (all circumstances con- 
sidered) in sanctioning out-relief in the case of Ellen Wetherill. 

The Commissioners are of opinion the resolution of the Guardians befiwe adverted to, is 
highly impolitic, on the ground of its manifest tendency to increase bastardy ; that resolution, 
however, can no longer be acted upon by the Guardians, as the subsequent issue of the 

Commissioners' 
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Commissioners' Order supersedes it, aiid now r^nd^rs any rdief in accordance with such 
lesolntion illegal. 

Signed by order of the Board. 
To the Clerk to the Ouardians of (signed) K Chadmick^ Secretary. 

Eastngwold Union. 

(195, B.) 

Gentlemen, Easingwold, 5 January 1842. 

I AM directed by the Board of this Union to apply to you for your allowance of out-door 
relief for two illegitimate children, deserted by bo^ parents, to be maintained with the 
maternal grandfather and grandmother, who engage to educate and bring them up. 

The Guaidian of Aldwark, to which parish the children belong, has made proper inquiry 
as to the sufficiency and respectability of the grand-parents, and is satisfied thereon. 

I am your obedient servant. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) John Haxby. 

(195, B.) Out-Rblibf. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 19 JanuaiY 1842. 

Thb Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 
leportuig, for the consideration of the Commissioners, the cases of two illegitimate children 
who have been deserted by their parents, to whom the Board of Guardians of the Easfaig- 
wold Union propose to grant out-door relief, to enable them to reside with the maternal 
grandfather and grandmother, who engage to educate and bring them up. 

The Commissioners, in refe^rence thereto, desire to state, that they sanction the allowance 
of out-door relief in the case of these children; they wish, however, to point out to the 
Guardians, that if the children were bom since the passing of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, the mother is, by the 71st section of the Act, made liable for their support, and if she 
refuse or neglect, she is punishable under the Vagrant Act. 

Signed by order of the Board. 
John Haxby, Esq. E. Chadwick, Secretary. 

Clerk to the Guardian^, Easingwold. 

(278, B.) 

Gentlemen, Thormanby, 10 January 1842. 

Wb received your answer to the case of Helen Wetherill, and the letter sent to the Clerk 
of tiie Board at the same time caused them to stop payment for two weeks, and the next 
Board-dav, after the expiration of the two weeks, our GKiardian was called upon in the Board- 
room, and asked what ne had to say in this case ; he said the parish objected to the out-door 
relief, on account of it being ill^al; the chairman then made a motion that the out-door 
relief should be paid, and it was seconded, and has been paid ever since ; we have therefore 
given notice to the auditor that we object to the audit of this illegality. An early answer 
for forther information wll be thankfully received by. 



Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

ZJ* Plummer. ^ , 



The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) JB* Plummer, T^ 



(278, B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Gentlemen, 18 January 1842. 

I AH directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the lOth instant, and to inform you, in reference thereto, that since you nold the opinion 
that the out-door relief which has been granted by the Board of Guardians of the Easing- 
wold Union to Ellen Wetherill is illegal, and therefore such as ought not to be passed in 
the Union accounts, the Commissioners consider that you have taken the proper course in 
giving notice to the auditor of your objection to the allowance of the cost ot such relief. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

The Oreneera, Thormanby, Thirsk. (signed) E. Chadwick, Secretary. 



(716, B.) 

Gentlemen, Easingwold, Yorkshire, 21 January 1842. 

I AM directed by the Board of this Union to inclose you the resolution^ herewith passed 
at the Board this day. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

(signed) John Haxby. 

^9*' B 2 Easingwold 
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Easingwold Union, 21 January 1842. 

Moved by the Vice-Chairman, and seconded by Mr. R. Gill, — 

In consequence of the recent decision of the Poor Law Commissioners, disallowing to 
Guardians the affording of out-relief to able-bodied paupers and women with bastards in all 
cases, notwithstanding the due notifying of such out-door relief to the Commissioners, in 
pursuance of their exception to the Prohibitory Order ; 

Resolved unanimously. That it is the opinion of this Board, that by such orders and 
restrictions, which totally destroy all discretionary powers. Boards of Guardians are now 
become entirely useless and inoperative, except as the medium of expending the funds of 
the rate-payers. 

Carried unanimously. 

Moved by the Vice-Chairman, and seconded by Mr. Shepherd, — 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the proper and dignified mode of proceeding 
under these circumstances is, to retire from the administration of relief under the Poor Law 
Amendment Act. 

Carried unanimously. 

(signed) £. S. jStrai^trojfes, Chairman. Joseph Jefferson. 

Tko^ Scott f Vice-Chairman. John MiUington. 

John Walker. Thomas Flower ^ Ghiardian for 
Henry Burton. Sutton and Huxby. 

Richard Bland. Thomas Parvin. 

David Sowray. John Surr. 

Wm Gibson^ ms x mark. Henry Banks. 

W^ Barwick. John Brittain. 

Luke Plwnmer. Rob. Gill. 

Riclid Dawson. Christopher Gill. 

Robert Bosomttorth. iJ* Kettlewell^ jun. 

Ja* Shepherd. James Armstrong. 
George Greenlay. 



(716, B) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 27 January 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of tlie 21st instant, transmitting resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians of the Easing- 
wold Union at their meeting of the 21st instant. 

The Commissioners will again communicate with the Board of Guardians of the Easing- 
wold Union on the subject of these resolutions, as soon as the other pressing business which 
engages the Commissioners' attention will allow of their being more fully considered. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
John Haxby, Esq. Your most obedient servant. 

Clerk to the Guardians, Easingwold. (signed) G. Coode, Secretary. 



(1,002, B.) 

Gentlemen, Easing old, 28 January 1842. 

Bt desire of the Board of Guardians of the Easingwold Union, I b^ to inclose you 
copies of resolutions passed at the Board this day. 

And am, gentlemen, your very obedient servant. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. i (signed) John Haxby ^ 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Easingwold Pooe Law Union. 

Meeting of the Board, 28 January 1842. 

Moved by the Vice-Chairman, and seconded by Mr. Walker, — 

That, in consequence of the present state of the management of the poor in this Union, 
consequent on the refusal of the Poor Law Commissioners to sanction the discretionary 
relief ordered by the Board in a recent case, although duly notified to them in pursuance of 
their late order, this Board do not meet any more to carry on the afikirs of the union. 

Moved by the Vice-Chairman, and seconded by Messrs. Flower and Kettlewell, — 

That it be strongly recommended to all overseers of the poor of tlie several parishes in 
the Union in the meantime to relieve the several poor requiring relief in their parishes as 
cases of urgent necessity upon the same scale of allowance as is now used ; and for that 

piirpose 
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pu rpo8e the relieving officer is hereby directed to Tisiteach parish in his usual round, and to 
give every information and assistance to the several overseers. 

Both earned unanimously. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



(1,002, B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 1 February 1842. 

Thb Poor Law Commissioners have had under their consideration the following resolutions 
passed by the Board of Guardians of the Easingwold Union on the 21st and 28th ultimo : 

" In consequence of the recent decision of the Poor Law Commissioners, disallowing to 
Guardians the affording of out-relief to able-bodied paupers and women with bastards in all 
cases, notwithstanding the due notifying of such out-door relief to the Commissioners, in 
pursuance of their exception to the Prohibitory Order ;" 

** Resolved unanimously. That it is the opinion of this Board, that by such orders and 
restrictions, which totally destroy all discretionary powers, Boards of Uuardians are now 
become entirely useless and inoperative, except as the medium of expending the funds of the 
rate-payei's. 

** That it is the opinion of this Board, that the proper and dieniiied mode of proceeding, 
under these circumstances, is to retire fi'om the administration of relief under the Poor Law 
Amendment Acu" 

" lliat, in consequence of the present state of the management of the poor in this Union, 
consequent on the refusal of the Poor Law Commissioners to sanction the discretionary 
relief ordered by the Board in a recent case, although duly notified to them in pursuance of 
their late Order, this Board do not meet any more to carry on the affairs of the union. 

'* That it be strongly recommended to all overseers of the poor of the several parishes in 
the Union in the meantime to relieve the several poor requiring relief in their parishes as 
cases of urgent necessity, upon the same scale of allowance as is now used ; and for that 
purpose the relieving officer is hereby directed to visit each parish in his usual round, and 
to give every information and assistance to the several overseers.'' 

The Poor I^w Commissioners have already had occasion to explain to the Board of 
Guardians, that they issued the Order of the 2d of August to all such Unions as at that time 
had an efficient workhouse, and were in a position to carry out the directions which that 
Order contains, and that, knowing of no special circumstances connected with the Easing* 
wold Union which would render the Order inapplicable to it, the Commissioners felt it their 
duty to include that Union in its provisions. 

So far from the Order ** totally destroying all discretionary powers of Boards of Guardians," 
as alleged in the resolution, it leaves to them a very extensive and unrestricted exercise of 
power m the administration of relief. The Guardians have always held, and still possess 
unfettered by the law in any way, the general power to give or refuse relief in all cases 
whatsoever, according as the Guardians may deem such cases fit objects for relief, or other- 
wise, and the Order of the Commissioners has no other effect than to regulate the mode in 
which the relief shall be given in what will necessarily form a minority of the cases which 
come before the Guardians for their decision. The Guardians have the fullest ability to 
give relief in any shape, either in or out of the workhouse, in money or food, in clothes, or 
in medicines, in all cases of able-bodied paupers, without exception, in which there exists 
any '* sickness," either in the head of the family, or in any of its members, or in which any 
individual is suffering from '^ accident," or has become ** disabled," or in which the neces- 
sity for relief is " sudden and urgent.'* Moreover, the Guardians are entrusted with the 
same powers, wholly unlimited by the regulations of the Commissioners, to administer relief 
in such amount and mode as they may think most fit to all persons afflicted with ^* mental 
infirmity " (such as madness or idiotcy, or weakness of intellect), as well as to all persons 
who mav be " bodily infirm," whether that infirmity may have arisen from premature decre- 
pitude, from natural decay, or from any other cause. Tnese powers the Guardians can exer- 
cise at their discretion, without reference to age or sex, upon the sole condition that the 
persons relieved are " destitute," a condition not imposed by the Commissioners, but by the 
statutes authorizing the raising of a fund for the relief of the poor ; in short, the Order 
merely renders it obligatory on them to give relief in the workhouse (when relief is needful) 
to able-bodied men in health, and with strength to earn their livelihood ; to mothers of 
bastards and single women, and widows having an illegitimate child bom since their widow- 
hood ; and inasmuch as it was not the practice of the Guardians to give relief in aid of 
wages to any great extent, especially to aole-bodied men, the operation of the Order can 
have scarcely affected the Guardians' mode of dealing with these cases. 

There are other material exceptions to the Order, which will be found on reference to it, 
considerably to reduce the limitations on the discretion of the Guardians. . The Commis- 
sioners are, therefore, at a loss to conceive how the Guardians could anive at the conclusion, 
that either the Order of the 2d of August, or the decision of the (Commissioners in the single 
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' Hie Commissionerdy adirerting to the statement contained in tbe resolution passed by 
the Ouurdians on tiie 21st ult., that the Commissioners had disallowed to Guardians the 
afibrding of out-relief to able-bodied paupers and women with bastards in all cases, notwith- 
standing the due notifying of such out^door relief to the CommissionerSy in pursuance of 
their exception to the Order, desire to remind the Board of Guardians, that oi;ly two cases 
seem to have been so reported to them. In one of those cases (that reported in the clerk's 
letter of the 5th January), the Commissioners sanctioned an allowance of out-relief; the 
Special circumstances of that case, namely, the desertion of the children by both parents, the ' 
willingness of the grandfather and grandmother to educate them, and brin^ them up, as well 
as the ascertainea respectability of the persons to whose care the children were to be* 
•ntnisted, justifying the Commisttmiers in permitting this case to be regarded as an exception 
to the Order. 

•But in the other case, that of Ellen Wetherill, no such special circumstances existed ; on 
tlie contrary, the woman was able-bodied, and the sole grounds upon which the Guardians^ 
as stated in their letter of the 27th December, wished to give out-relief were, that they had 
previously resolved ^* that deserving characters, not having had more than one bastard child^ 
and being under tbe age of 22 years, were proper objects for out-relief for their children ; thai 
Ellen Wetherill was a * deserving character,' " within the meaning of that resolution, and 
that her parents were unable to support her. The Commissioners could not admit these to 
be proper grounds for giving out-relief in this case, and therefore they withheld their 
sanction from it, especially as the churchwardens and overseers informed the Commissioners 
that the GKiardians, who represented the parish to which the woman belonged, had objected 
to out-relief being given in that case, and that the parish officers were of opinion, that unless 
relief was given in the workhouse in such a case, they would lose the benefit of the expense 
which they incurred in aiding to establish the workhouse. 

The Poor Law Commissioners wish also to advert to the circumstance, that their Assistant 
Commissioner, Sir John Walsham, in October last, brought the subject of the relief of the 
mothers of bastards under the notice of the Guardians, with the view to the Guardians 
reporting such cases as they might wish to be tempK>ranly exempted from the Order. No^ 
such, report of cases was ever received by the Commissioners ; but they are still willing to 
afibrd uie utmost facility for the gradual introduction of the Order, and are yet willing to 
act in the spirit of the assurances given to the Guardians in October last, and to exempt 
fit>m the provisions of the Order cases (particularly with respect to able-bodied women) 
which they would not feel justified in excepting if the Order had been in force fear a longer 
period in the Union. 

Having stated thus much with reference to their own willingness to meet the wishes of 
the Gruaraians, so for as is consistent widi their public duty, the Commissioners feel itneces- 
sarv distinctly to point out to the Ghiardians the state of the law on the suliect 

The Poor Law Amendment Act has made no provision enabling the Commissioners to 
accept the resignation of a Board of Ghiardians. Resignations of individual elected Guardians 
have been from time to time accepted by the Commissioners, and orders for new elections 
issued by them ; but to recognize the resignation of the whole body would be to destroy the 
only autnority entrusted with the administration of the relief of the poor. No voluntaij act 
of tne Guardians themselves can relieve them from the obligation to perform the duties of 
their office, which the statute imposes upon them exclusively. 

No Guardian has any power to act singly, or otherwise than as a member of the Board, 
and at a meeting of such Board. The powers of overseers are limited to giving relief in 
cases of sudden and urgent necessity, and in articles of absolute necessity, but not in money. 
Moreover the overseers are not empowered to pay money to any Guardian or officer of the 
BG«ird, except in pursuance of an order made by the ^Board of Guardians at one of its 
meetings, and properly signed. 

The immediate government of the workhouse is in the hands of the Guardians, and to 
them alone the Union officers are in like manner immediately responsible. 

The Guardians will alone be responsible for any neglect or delay in the relief of the poor^ 
or insufficiency in the amount of such relief, or any inconvenience incurred by the Union 
merally, in consequence of their alleged renunciation of the functions cast on tnem by the 
*oor Law Amendment Act. 

Signed by order of the Board. 

9. S. Strangwayes^ Esq., (signed) JS. Chadwiek, Secretary* 

Chairman of the Boaitl oi Easingwold Union, 
Aloe, Easingwcrfd. 



(642, Z.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, . . . ^ February 1842. 

r Ak directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to inform you, that on the 1st instant they 
addressed a letter to the Chairman of the Board of Ghiardians of the Easingwold Union, in 
reference to the resolutions of the Guardians transmitted by you to the CTommissioners by 
your letters of the 21st and 2Sth ultimo. 

The Commissioners not having received any reply to their communication to the CJhair- 
man, request you to inform them how and by whom the poor of the Union are now relieved, 
and whether the relieving officers have sufficient funds for this purpose at their disposal. 

The 
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The Commissionere wish further to be informed when the last cheques upon the treasver 
were signed hy the Guardians, the amount of those cheques, and also whether you are 
aware of any mstance in which effective and prompt relief nas not been given to persons m 
destitute circumstances. 

I am, sir» your most obedient servant. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (ngned) JB. Chadmdc, Seciettfy. 

Easingwold Union, Easingwold. 



(M2, Z.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House^ ' 
Sir, 10 February 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to transmit to you, for your informttioii, 
and for preservation with the other documents of the Union, the accompanying copy 
(1,002, B.) of the letter to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, adverted to in ^ Com^ 
missioners' letter to yourself of yesterday's date. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) £, Chadwick, Secretary. 

Easingwold Union. 



(1,«7«, B.) 

Gentlemen, Easingwold, 11 February IMS. 

In reply to your fetter of the 9th instant, I beff to inform you, that from the 2Sth January 
until this day no meeting of the Board has been held for this Union : the li^ cheque draw* 
by the Board vras given to the relieving officer on the 14th January last, the amount 
thereof being 402. 

I do not know of my own knowledge how the poor have been relieved during the last 
three weeks, but am led to suppose they have been relieved hs the overseers of we poor of 
the parishes to which they belong, as recommended by the Board at their meeting of the 
28th January. 

I am not aware of any case of destitution in which relief has not been afforded. 

On this day a Board was held by , three Guardians only, at which cheques were signed for 
the r^ukr relief of the poor. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

(signed) John Haxhy. 
The Poor Law Commissioners. 



(1,677, B.) 

Gentfemen, Easingwold^ 11 February 1842. 

I AM directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union, held this day, to repor^ to you^ 
that they have this day relieved a pauper named John Maynard, belonging to Easing- 
wold, who has a wife and six children, with the weekly out-relief and allowance of sac 
shillings. 

Hie grounds for such allowance are, that the paiqier was destitute for want of empk^ 
ment. 

I am directed to apply to you for your sanction to the above allowance. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

(signed) John Hoxby. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(1,677, B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 15 February 1842. 

Thb Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, 
reporting the case of John Maynard, an able-bodied man, with a wife and six children, 
whom the Board of Guardians of the Easingwold Union has relieved, by an aUowance of six 
shillings a week, on the ground that he was destitute for want of employment 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that they sanction the relief given by 
the Board of Guardians to John Maynard, under Article IV. of the Order of the 2d of 
August 1841, and they acquiesce in tne continuance of this relief until the 25th of Mardk 
next. 

Signed by order of the Board. 
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i6 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE EASINGWOLD UNION, 

(1,973, B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House^ 
Sir, 22 February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have received a report from their Assistant Commissioner, 
Sir John Walshara, forwarding the particulars of the cases of Jane Calvert, Mary Gains, 
Eliza Wood and Elizabeth Brown, each the mother of a bastard child. ^ 

The Commissioners sanction the proposed out-relief of Is. a week to Eliza Wood, 
and 15. 6(i. a week to the others, from the 2d September last until the 25th of March 
next. 

Sir John ^^'^alsham has also drawn the Commissioners' attention to the case of Ellen 
WetherilL The Commissioners, adverting to the correspondence which has taken jilace on 
this case, desire to state, that they sanction the out-rehef given to Ellen Wetherill from the 
2d September until the 12th January last, at which time the Commissioners, partly at the 
instance of the parish officers of Thormanby, withheld their sanction to a continuance of 
out-relief in this case. 

With regard to the relief given by the overseers of the several parishes in the Union during 
the time the Guardians did not meet, the Commissioners would observe, that they ate not 
invested with any powers to sanction relief so given, nor would any expression of assent on 
the part of the Commissioners render legal such relief, if it had been administered contrary 
to the 64th section of the Poor Law Amendment Act. If the Board of Guardians should, 
however, choose to adopt the acts of the overseers, and repay them the cost of the relief 
given during the interval specified, the Commissioners think that the Guardians can do so; 
such a payment should, however, in the opinion of the Commissioners, be accompanied by a. 
distinct announcement to the overseers that the Guardians would not pledge themselves to 
adopt any similar course in future, and that relief given by the overseers (if any) must be 
given on their own personal responsibility, and on their own personal risk of disallowance^ if 
illegal. 

Signed by order of the Board. 

(signed) E. CAacftrtci, Secretary. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the 
Easingwold Union, Easingwold. 
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KEIGHLEY UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
ilated 90 June 184a ;— :/br, 

COPY of the Report of Sir John Wahham to the Pock Law Comhissioners, 

relating to the Keighley Union. 



(7,966 B.) 

Gentlemen, Burnley, 9 June 1842. 

In compliance with your expressed wishes, 1 visited the Keighley Union yesterday morning, 
in order to attend the weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians. I afterwards inspected 
the two poor-houses, which, as you are doubtless aware, are situated, the Keighley one on 
a hill about a mile from Keighley, and the Bingley one in Bingley. 

The applications for relief being comparatively few, the business of the board was disposed 
of in three hours, a very unusual circumstance, so far as regards the recent labours of 
Boards of Guardians in this district ; but although, as I shall presently show, the expen- 
diture on and for the poor has greatly increased m this as in other manufacturing unions, 
I perceived no evidence in Keighley, Bingley, Haworth, &c., of the severe distress among 
the working classes that are to be found in Burnley, Colne, Bamoldswick, &c. 

In Keighley township all the mills are working full time ; and this favourable condition, 
combined with the gradual disappearance of hand-loom weavers from among the operatives 
of that township, has prevented its being affected by the depression of trade to the same 
extent as the cotton and the cotton and woollen districts^ or, indeed, to the same extent as 
Bingley, Haworth, and other immediately adjoining places ; whereas, in Keighley, the manu- 
facture of woollen fabrics is carried on exclusively. 

Notwithstanding, however, that the working classes of the Keighley Union appear to 
have been quite as well, if not better, o£f than the bulk of the population of the manufacturing 
districts, the exnenditure on its poor, and principally, I take it, on its non-settled poor, has 
more than doubled itself since tne declaration of the union in February 1837 ; a glance 4t 
the subjoined Table will at once show this to be the case. 



NAMES OF TOWNSHffS. 


Avenge Qaarterly 

Kzpenditnre 

fat the Three Yean 

ending 

25liftrcK1837. 


Ezpenditare 
for the Quarter 

ending 
25 March 1842. 


Increase 
per Cent. 


1. — Bingley - - . 
2.— Haworth - 
3. — Keighley ... 
4. — Morton - - - 
6.— Steeton - 

6. — Sutton - . - 

* 


286 

238 

36a 

74 

43 

87 


- 666 - 

- 499 - 
-^ 767 - 

102 - 
76 - 

- 160 - 


- 133 

- 110 

- Ill 

- 38 

- 74 

- 84 


Total - - - 


- 1,091 


- 2,269 - 


• 108 



An increase of 108 per cent, indicates, primd facie, a loose and imperfect administration; 
and it caused me, therefore, no surprise to hear that out-relief and non-resident relief in 
aid of wages, given almost wholly in money and without requiring work in return, was th« 
system on whidi the Board of Guardians of the Keighley Union had been proceeding. 

But it is some satisfaction to add, that not only did the Guardians seem fully aware 
and vnlling to admit that such system was unsouna and ought to be checked, but they 
were endeavouring to make arrangem^its wkh the surveyors of the highways in ^the 
several townships for providing work for the able-bodied. 

I am not, however, prepared to say that these arrangements will be adequate to their 
purpose, or to the requisitions of the out-door labour test recently issued to the Keighley 
Union ; still they involve a movement in the right direction, and as the Guardians disposed 
(so at least it struck me) of the business before them in a business-like manner, I am not 
inclined to augur unfavourably of their future proceedings as regards a more eystematic amd 
correct distrioution of out^elief 

347. The 
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The receipt and expenditure books of the Relieying OflScers were properly kept, and the 
balances somewhat in their favour; but, with the Treasurer, the reverse was the fact, the 
Guardians' account having been so largely overdrawn, that this officer refused to give furdier 
accommodation ; and the Overseers, it seems, have for some weeks past kept the RelieTing 
Officers in funds. 

By the end of the quarter, however, the account with the Treasurer will be righted by 
the payment (either voluntarily or upon compulsion) of the cpntributioo orders now out- 
standing against the townships, and the Guanlians are, I hope, quite determined to place 
their financial affairs in future on a sound as well as a different footing ; taking, as the first 
step to that end, efficient measures, not merely for clearing off their debts, but for placing 
themselves in funds with their Treasurer at the beginning of next quarter. I was assurec^ 
in ikct, that the orders for a further and sufficient contribution should be signed and issued 
next Wednesday. 

The Gruardians (being themselves alive to the mischief of an overdrawn account, and 
conscious that the pauperizing practices, and more particularly the practice of '' making up" 
insufficient wages, of which they had read as formerly prevalent in the South of England, 
were fast overspreading their own district) vnll, I hope, address themselves to remedying' 
both evils ; and I hope this the more strongly, because, in addition to the sensible remarks 
which fell in conversation from several Guardians, and to the business-like tone (which I 
have already mentioned) of their proceedings, I observed with pleasure that they had resisted 
stoutly the demands made upon them for payment of rents, dealing with these demands 
upon the whole in a legiti^iate manner; as, for instance : application is made by A. B. for 
payment of rent due to a landlord who threatens distress ; the application, unless under some 
peculiar circumstances, is refused at once, as being matter between the landlord and hi^ 
tenant, and not between the landlord and the Board of Guardians; the landlord distrains, 
and the famil]^ having become thereby destitute of bedding and needful furniture, the Reliev- 
ing Officer is instructed to buy in and restore to the family such articles as are of ** absolute 
necessity ;'' and in the present state of this district I do not see how the question of rents 
can be less objectionably met ; at all events it is both a firm and a comprehensible course 
to follow (which cannot be said of the acts in this respect of neighbouring Boards); and 
where there are either no workhouses or such poor-houses as the Keighley Union, for its 
misfortune, possesses, it is difficult to suggest a better course. 

The observations I have as yet submitted to your board, on the state of the Keighley 
Union, are not so unfavourable to its management as those which I have deemed it my duty 
to offer with reference to other manu^tunng unions that have lately engaged my attention ; 
but the mention, in the foregoing paragraphs, of the Keighley poor-houses, reminds me that 
I have still the unpleasant task to perform of stating to you my reasons for considering those 
poor-houses to be discreditable in the extreme to the Board of Guardians by whidi such 
receptacles are upheld. 

To commence with the Keighley poor-house (for work-house it is not) : — 

This building is a mere third-rate fiurpa-house of the seventeenth century, rented by the 
Board of Guardians, as tenants-at-will, of a Keighley charity. 

Being placed out a hill and distant at least a mile from the town, it is not very easy of 
access, or (I suspect) very often visited by the Ghiardians as a board. 

The situation, however, is (if otherwise inconvenient) unexceptionable for airiness and 
salubrity.^ 

1 entered the house by a small kitchen, the master's, out of which opened a still smaller 
room, used as his bed-room, and also another kitchen^ somewhat larger than tiie first, and 
appropriated for cooking purposes. It is also the dining-room for the women* 

Opening immediately out of this cooking*kitchen was a low room of (I should say) 
24 by 17 leet, which serves both as a dining-room for the men and boys, and as a sleeping- 
room, and contains six very dirty-looking beds, at present occupied by 14 individuak; 
viz., by an elderly man and his wife, in one double bed, bjr another elderly man in a single 
bed, and by 11 men and boys in the other four beds. Besides the beds, there wete dining- 
tables, benches, half a dozen clothes-boxes, 8ic., lumbering about the room, and (when I 
was there) six or seven men, women and children sitting in it; each of these three rooms 
(whose collective length represents the whole length of the house) had a separate door into 
the yard. 

Passing up an indifferent staircaae^ I was introduced into a small bed-room, without 
ceiling, in which I found two elderly women sitting with the window shut, although the day 
was in^nsdy hot. 

In this.bed-^room were four double beds, placed close together, and without any kind of 
partition or curtain intervening; two youn^ and able-bodied married couples sleep in two of 
these beds ; an elderljr man and bis wife m another ; and the fourth is occupied by one of 
the women who was sitting there by her grown-up daughter, and by that daughter's two 
bastard children, four in all. 

Thwmgh this beci-rooni, there being no other way, I went into another unceiled bed-room 
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COxMMISSIONERS RELATING TO THE KEIGHLEY UNION. 9 

of which all the three windows were fast, though in one of them a pane of glass was made to 
open.) 

Band-boxesy clothes-boxes, shoes, gowns, &c., were scattered about the room in every 
direction. 

There are two or three other smaller rooms, both up and down stairs, which are used as 
a lumber-room, baking-room, and rooms for the master's family. 

The yard, which was a mere remnant of a farm-yard, wretchedly paved, and about 13 yards 
square, had on one side a kind of a cottage, used as a wash-house, to which was attached a 
doorless privy ; the latter not much in vogue, I apprehend, among the children, seeing that 
the dung-heap which fronted the entrance was in considerable request whilst I was at the 
poorJiouse. 

The chief abomination, however, was a wretched hovel immediately adjoining the duns- 
heap. This hovel, of about 6 feet sauare and 0} feet high, vet with a small stove in it, 
though the window (if window it could be termed) was only a glazed slit in the wall, is used 
as a 8chool«-room ; and, when I was there, contained the schoolmaster (an old pauper), an 
unlucky boy crying in the comer, and a girt attempting to read, the door being at tne same 
time shut, in order to keep the boy in ; he and the other children being sadly addicted, as 
the matron said, to run out whenever they could — a circumstance not much to be won- 
dered at. 

The two youn^ married couples were out, the master and matron did not know where ; 
but as of disciplme, classification or industrial employment, the enforcement is absolutely 
impossible in Keighley poor-house, and as in point of fact it is an old parish poor-house of 
the lowest grade, and nothing else, the egress or ingress of the inmates upon any or no 
pretext is, relatively, an affair of very little consequence. 

The arrangements at the Bingley poor-house differ but little in their general aspect from 
those atKeighley ; but the Bingley house has two disadvantages, from which the Keighley 
bouse is free : — first, it is in the midst of the town, and of circumscribed area ; secondly, 
it is part and parcel of a small gaol, there being no entrance to the gaol (which is merely 
a building adaed to the poor-house) but through the poor-house yard, the doors to both 
being wifliin a few feet of each other. 

The bed*rooms for males and females, at Bingley, are all intermixed ; one room (thouch 
it can scarcely be called a room) is on the landing of the stairs, and just contains two beds, 
occupied by rour women. 

There are also five other rooms up-stairs, opening into the same passage, and containing 
38 individuals, in 18 beds ; and, when I visited the house, men and women were loitering 
about the several rooms; some sitting on the beds doing nothing; others (women) making 
the beds at five o'clock in the afternoon ; one or two smoking, &c. 

The only access to one of the women's bed-rooms (a kind of a large closet, in which slept 
eisht women and children) was through one of the men's bed-rooms. 

jDown-stairs there were two small &d-rooms, with worn-out lime floors ; each of these 
small rooms contain two beds, appropriated to four people; and in one of them was an old 
woman evidently dying. 

(And that oircumgtance reminds me that in both poor-houses, but especially at Keighley, 
the masters intimated to me, that, when an inmate died, they were* often compelled to let 
the CGwpse compuiion the living until it was buried.) 

To improve tbts wretched state of things, or rather to ^in increased acqommodation, the 
Guaxdians are now desirous of expendrag about 200/., viz. 100 L on each poor-hoUse; the 
K^hley hotise being chariW and not parish property. 

I do not believe that treble the amount would make of such buildings even creditable 
poop4unae$; but, as into worirhoHses they never can be converted, I trust that, before 
sanctioning any outlaVf you will first reauire plans and measurements, as well of the pro- 
posed alterations as of the easting buildings, and will then instruct the Assistant Commis- 
sioner of the district to examine the Bingley and Keighley poor-houses, with these plans in 
his hand, and report thereon to your boanl. 

Moreover, I think that you should immediately direct the Guardians to reduce the number 
of inmates by at least ten m each poor-house, the crowded state of both places being now 
intolerable ; and in any arrangements with reference to such houses that you may hereafter 
reluctantly confirm, 1 would beg to suggest, that you should insist on the women and 
chddren being placed in one house, and u^ men and boys with two or three women for the 
household work in the other. 

Would it not also be right at once to forbid their outraging decency, by allowing, not to 
say eompelling, married couples (both young and old) to occupy promiscuously Uie same 
deeping apartments ? 

Tbe total want of sick and lying-in rooms leads likewise to such painful results as I have 
described, viz., to a younj^ woman's being confined in childbirth (as at Keiehley) in a 
dormitory common to 20 individuals besides herself, and to an old woman's lying (as at 
Bingley) apparently at the point of death in the innermost and closest of two very small a|id 
tine-floored ground rooms used for sitting as well as sleeping rooms for eight persons. 



The Poor Law Conlimissioners. 



I have^ &c. 
(signed) John Wabham, A. C. 
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KEIGHLEY UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable Tlie House of Commons, 
dated ao June 1842 \—for^ 

COPY of the Report by Mr. Molt, the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, of 
the Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Keighley Union, and of 
the Magistrates' Interference therewith. 



Gentlemen, Manchester, 23 April 1842. 

I ATTENDED a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Keighley Union on Wednesday 
the 13th instant, and I regret to have to report to your Board, that the proceedings of the 
Guardians are very unsatisfactory ; in short, they are entirely at variance with the provisions 
of the law, and the directions of your Board. 

Relief in aid of wages is generally given, and payment of rents to an alarming extent ; the 
workhouses are not subject either to classification or discipline ; all the errors of the old 
Poor Law are followed; the paupers insolently claim relief as their right. I need scarcely 
add, that the rates are fast increasing. 

To show the mischievous extent to which the practice of paying rents has arrived, I sub- 
mit the following notice, which was brought to the meeting of the Guardians by a pauper, 
and submitted on his behalf by one of the Relieving Officers : — 

" I hereby certify, that Edward Walton will be indebted to his landlord, the Rev. 
John Swire, one year's rent, 3/. 3 s., on the 13th day of May next. 

" Cononley Woodside, (signed) John Perrotty 

April 12, 1842. Agent." 

The Board will observe, that the rent for which the application was made was not even 
due ; the certificate states that it would be due on the 13th May next. 

No eflFort has been made to procure work for the paupers, and relief has been given 
without any consideration as to the ruinous consequences of the " scale** system, which has 
here been introduced and acted upon as a settled mode of relief. 

There is no religious instruction for the poor by a minister of the Church of England. 
The education of the children is neglected, excepting what they receive from a pauper 
inmate ; the valuable remuneration for which, in many unions in the north of England, is 
** half an ounce of tobacco per week." 

On asking the matron of the Keighley workhouse whether any and what minister attended 
the religious duties of the workhouse, she replied, " There is no Church minister, but we 
have Methodists, Independents, and what we call ' Non-cons.' " 

Amongst the other extraordinary proceedings of the Guardians of the Keighley Union, 
may be named the encouragement given to the lawyers to create legal disputes. The clerk, 
Mr. Spencer, is himself a solicitor, but being paid an inadequate salary (70/. per year), an 
inducement is offered to obtain additional remuneration by legal fees. The other attomies 
of the town were equally desirous of obtaining a share in the profits, and on the 6th May 
1840, I find by the minute book of the Guardians an encouragement given to excite liti- 
gation by the following singular resolution : " Ordered, That the trial of settlement cases for 
Keighley be given to me attomies of the town in rotation." 

This plan does not appear to have suited the legal gentlemen, and doubtless the most 
profitable appeals may nave been selected to take place at certain periods. An alteration 
was therefore desired, and, accordingly, 18 months afterwards, namely, on the 13th 
October 1841, the Guardians further assisted the views of the attomies by the following 
resolution : — 

" The order of the 6th May 1840 having been attended by some inconvenience, — Ordered, 
that the attomies be so employed annually, after the present sessions." 

With such support from the Guardians, it is not to be wondered at that unfortunate 
Keighley is suffering severely from legal disputes. 

One of the Keighley Guardians complained that the lawyers' bills for that town, the last 
year, would not be much less than 500 /. 

On complaining of the deviation from the provisions of the law, the Guardians stated, that 
it arose from the mterference of the Magistrates ; and I was surprised to find that an opinion 
prevailed amongst the Guardians, that their proceedings in granting relief were subject to 
the control of tne Magistrates ; and a case was named, in which, where the Guarc^ians 
had granted 9 5, per week to an able-bodied man and his family, the Magistrates had inter- 
fered, and obtained a further relief of clogs, &c. The Guardians even stated that the Magis- 
trates had fixed the **5cafe" by which they were to be guided in granting relief to able- 
bodied paupers. 

The Reheving Officer also stated that he had been repeatedly summoned to show why he 
had refused relief in certain cases. 

Two of the Magistrates afterwards attended the meeting of the Guardians, Mr. Ellis and 
Mr. Greenwood, to whom I stated the complaints that had been made. It was admitted 
that summons might have been sent by the clerk to the Magistrates to the Relieving 
Officer, but the Magistrates stated that they had always told the Relieving Officer that 
the relief rested with the Board of Guardians. 1 reminded them that their influence as 
Magistrates would naturally cause the Relieving Officers to obey their suggestions, and that 
in a district where the provisions of the law are so little understood by the Guardians, their 
interference as Magistrates would create great mischief. 
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2 COPY OF MR. MOTT'S REPORT ON KEIGHLEV UNION. 

The Keighley Union affords a forcible illustration of the impossibility of any union or 
parish being depended upon to carry out the provisions of the Poor Law, without a powerful 
control. 

The Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry into the old system of Poor Law manage- 
ment has been sent to every union formed under your Board. The ruinous results of such 
a system have been repeatedly pointed out ; the mischievous effects of the powers given to 
the Magistrates under the old system of relief have all been printed and widely circulated 
in every union placed by your Board under the provisions of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act; no man can plead ignorance of them, and yet the Guardians of the Keighley Union, 
vrithout, as I verily beheve, the least intention of doing wrong, have introduced all the 
worst features of the old Poor Law, under the belief that they were still under the control 
of the Magistrates, to whose directions they were bound to submit. 

I have stated to the Guardians that I should report to the Commissioners the unsatis- 
factory 6tate in which I had found the Keighley Union, and that they must expect that 
your Board would take steps to check the ruinous system into which they have brought 
themselves. 

Whether your Board will consider it desirable, on the eve of the new Poor Law Bill 
being brought under the consideration of the Legislature, to issue an order to prohibit the 
payment of rents, and to require some labour test for relief granted, will remain for the 
consideration of the Commissioners. 

Without proper workhouse accommodation I am afraid that other restraints upon the 
Guardians would be but of little avail. As the Auditors are now elected, their services in 
many unions are but of little use, and no beneficial check can be expected through them. 
I have repeatedly ventured to state to your Board, and all recent experience has confirmed 
the opinion I have before expressed, that even as a precautionary measure, in the manufac- 
turing districts, where the poor-rates, until recently, have been comparatively light, the 
provisions of the new Poor Law are loudly called for ; and that unless the Poor Law Com- 
missioners are empowered by the Legislature to enforce the provision for proper workhouse 
accommodation to aid the restraint upon relief to able-bodied paupers, there is nothing to 
prevent the pressure of the poor-rates in the manufacturing districts from becoming ten 
times more ruinous in their consequences, and more dangerous to the public welfare, than 
those which were unhappily witnessed in the agricultural districts of the south of England, 

I have, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Cha$. Mott. 
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KEIGHLEY UNION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 July 1843 ;-^r, 



COPIES of all Ordsrs which have been issued by the Poor Law ComfissiONERs of 
Somerset House to the Board of Guardiaks in the KeigAley Union, since the Formation 
of the same in 1838, up to the Idth day of April 1842 ; also, of all Reports upon the 
Proceedings of the Board, and Complaints thereon, during that Period, which have been 
made by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, Mr. Power and Mr. Mott, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners ; also, in what respect the said Board of Ouardians have acted contrary to 
the Directions of the Central Board at Somerset House; also. Returns of the Number of 
Times the said Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, Mr. Power and Mr. Mott, have visited 
the said Board and the Poor-houses of Keighley and Bingley, and the Dates thereof; and 
of the Reports they have made on the said Poor-houses ; and of the Number of Inmates 
within the same on the Formation of the Union, and on the 1st day of June 1842. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,1 
2 August 1843. . J 



fT. G. Lumky, 

Assistant Secretary. 



Copies of Orders issued by the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ik pursuance of an Act of Parliament passed in the fourth and fifth years of the reign 
of his present Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, *' An Act for the Amendment 
and better Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in England and Wales,*' we the 
Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales do hereby order and declare, that the 
parishes, townships and places, the names of which, and the city, county or counties wherein 
they are situate, are specified in the margin of this Order, together with all hamlets, tythings, 
liberties or other subdivisions lying within or belonging or adjacent to any of the said 
parishes, townships and places, shall on the 10th day of February next be, and thenceforth 
shall remain, united for the administration of the laws for the relief of the poor, by the name 
of the Keighley Union, and shall contribute and be assessed to a common fund for pur- 
chasing, building, hiring or providing, altering or enlarging any workhouse or other place 
for the reception and relief of the p^or of such parishes, townships and places, or for the 
purchase of any lands or tenements under and by virtue of the provisions of the said Act of 
or for such Union, and for the future upholding and maintaining of such workhouses or 
places aforesaid, and the payment or allowance of the officers of such Union, and the pro- 
viding of utensils and materials for setting the poor on work therein, and for any other 
expense to be incurred for the common use or benefit, or on the common account of such 
parishes, townships and places, in the proportion of the several sums hereafter to be ascer- 
tained and declared by us the said Poor Law Commissioners to be the annual average 
expense incurred by each such parish, township or place for the relief of the poor belonging 
thereto, for the three years ending on the 25th day of March next preceding the inquiry. 

And we do hereby further order and declare, that a Board of Gruardians of the poor of the 
said Union shall be constituted and chosen according to the provisions of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, and in manner hereinafter mentioned. 

I. — Number and Constituency of Guardians, 

1. The number of the Guardians shall be 16, of which number six shall be elected for the townshiP 
of Keighley, four for the township of Bingley, three for the township of Haworth, and one for each 
of die other parishes, townships or places in the Union. 

2. But the same person mav be elected Guardian for more than one parish, township or place, 
agreeably to section 40 of the Foor Law Amendment Act. 

II. — Duration of the Office. 

The Guardians first elected wUl continue in office until the day hereinafter appointed for the annual 
election of Guardians, and thenceforward the said office shall be held for one year \ but the same 
person who may have been a Guardian for any past year may be re-elected a Guardian for any 
ensuing year. 

III. — Qualification of Guardians. 

Anv DArRnn who shall bn TAtPiA to thn nnnr.mtA in hoitia niiriflh f/mrnaliin or nlfiop In thn Union, in 
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In the West Riding 
of the County of 
York : — 
1. Keighley, 
a. Bingley and 
Micklethwaite. 

3. East and West 
Morton. 

4. Haworth. 

5. Steeton with 
Eastburn. 

6. Sutton. 
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2 RETURN RELATING TO THE KEIGHLEY UNION. 

IV. — Qualification of Voters for Guardians^ and Scale of Voters. 

1. Any rate-payer who shall have heen rated to the poor-rate in any parish, township or place in 
the Union for the whole year immediately preceding his voting, and shall have paid the parochial 
rates and assessments made on him for one whole year, as well as those due from him at the time of 
voting, except those which have been made or become due within the six months immediately pre- 
ceding such voting, will be entitled, on the election of the Guardian or Guardians for such parish, 
township or place, to the number and proportion of votes specified in section 40 of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act ; (that is to say) 

If he be rated or assessed at any sum under 200/. - - - - he will have one vote. 
If he be rated or assessed at 200/., but under 400/. - - - he will have two votes. 
And if rated or assessed at 400/. or upwards - - - - he will have three votes. 

2. Any owner of rateable property, situate within any such parish, township or place, who shall 
have given to one of the overseers thereof on any day previous to the day on which he shall claim to 
vote, a statement in writing of his name and address, and the description of the property as owner 
whereof he claims to vote, will be entitled to have the same number and proportion of votes, on the 
election of the Guardian or Guardians for such parish, township or place, as is provided for inhabit- 
ants and other persons by the Parish Vestry Acts, 68 Geo. 3, c. 69, and 59 Geo. 3, c. 85 ; (that 
is to say) 

If the aggregate amount of the assessment for the time being of any property belonging to such 
owner in such parish, or on any person or persons in respect of the same to the poor-rate, shaU not 
amount to 50/. ------.--- he will have one votCp 

If the same shall amount to 50/. and not to 75/. - - - he will have two votes. 

If the same shall amount to 75/. and not to 100/. . . - he will have three votefl. 

If the same shall amount to 100 /. and not to 125/. - - - he will have four votes. 

If the same shall amount to 125/. and not to 150/. - - - he will have five votes. 

And if the same shall amount to 150/. or upwards - - - he will have six votes« 

8. Any owner who shall be bond fide an occupier of any such property will be entitled to vote, as 
well in respect of his occupation as of his being such owner. 

4. The Form marked (A.), hereto annexed, may be followed by owners of property, in mdcing such 
statements of their claims to vote. 

5. Any owner of such property may, from time to time, by writing under his hand, appoint' any 
person to vote as his proxy ; but such proxy must, previous to the day of election, give to one of the 
overseers a statement in writing of the name and address of his principal, and a description of the 
property, as proxy to the owner whereof he claims to vote ; and also an original or attested copy of 
the writing, appointing him such proxy. 

6. The Forms marked (B. 1 and 2*), hereto annexed, may be followed by owners of property in 
appointing proxies, and by such proxies in making their claims. 

7. The overseers shall enter in the rate-books, or in some other book to be from time to time pro- 
vided for that purpose, the names and addresses of the owners and their proxies who shall send such 
statements, and the assessment of the poor-rate on the property in respect whereof they severally 
claim to vote. 

8. The register or book of the statements of owners who have claimed to vote, and of proxies, may 
be kept in the Form marked (C), hereto annexed. 

V. — Days of Election, 

The following shall be the days for the election of Guardians : — 

For the first election of Guardians the day of election shall be the 10th day of February next 
For the annual election of Guardians the day of election shall be the first Thursday after the 
25th day of March in each year. 

VI. — Notice of the Election. 

1. The overseers of every such parish, township or place shall fill up and sign, and shall, on or before the 
8l8t day of January instant, affix on the principal door of every church and chapel, or in such other 
place as is ordinarily made use of for affixing notices of parochial business, a notice in writing accord- 
ing to the Form marked (D.) hereto annexed, of the first election of guardians, and shall also give 
such notice in such other mode as may usually have been adopted for giving notice of parochial 
business. 

2. Of the annual elections the Clerk to the Board of Guardians shall, from year to year, give 13 
whole days' notice, in the Form marked (E.), by an advertisement, to be inserted at the expense of the 
Union, in some newspaper or newspapers generally circulated in the district wherein the place of 
meeting of the Guardians of such Union shall be situate ; but the rest of the proceedings of the annual 
election shall be conducted by the overseers of the said respective parishe8,.townships and places, as 
in the case of the first election. 

VII. — Mode of proposing a Guardian. 

1. Any rate-payer or owner of property in any parish, township or place in the Union, being 
entitled to vote, may propose as a Guardian or Guardians thereof, any person or persons, not exceed- 
ing the number to be elected, having the qualification hereinbefore pr^M^ribed for that office. 

2. Any person having such qualification may propose himself for that office. 

3. In either of the above-mentioned cases the proposer shall, at least six whole days before the day 
of election, deliver or cause to be delivered to one of the overseers a nomination in writing, according 
to the Form marked (F.) hereto annexed. 

VIII.— Mode of Election. 

1. The overseers of every such parish, township or place shall examine, within two days next after 
the last day upon which the names of the persons proposed as candidates could be delivered in, the 
nomination papers which have been delivered to them. 

2. If 
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RETURN RELATING TO THE KEIGHLEY UNION. 3 

2. If any person put in nomination for the office of Guardian Bhall, bj writing under his hand, 
delivered or sent to the overseers, declare his refusal to execute that office, he shall not be considered 
to be a candidate for the same. 

8. If the number of candidates, duly qualified, and duly proposed as aforesaid, shall not exceed the 
number to be elected, the candidates so proposed shall be declared duly elected. 

4. But if the number of candidates so duly qualified and proposed as aforesaid, shall exceed the 
number to be elected, the overseers shall prepare or cause to be prepared a sufficient number of voting 
papers, according to the Form marked (G.) hereto annexed. 

6. Two days at least before the day fixed for the election, the overseers shall deliver or cause to be 
delivered such voting papers at the houses of those persons and proxies who are entitled to vote and 
are resident within such parish, township or place. 

6. On the day of election the churchwardens and overseers shall call for and collect or cause to be 
ooUected the said voting papers which have been so delivered. 

7. All persons and proxies who are entitled to vote, but are not resident within such parish, town- 
ship or place, and all persons who entitle themselves to vote on or after the day on which such voting 
papers are delivered, either by delivering such statement as above mentioned, or by paying up arrears 
of rate, or otherwise, shall, on the day of election, apply for voting papers at the plaoe appointed by 
the overseers for that purpose (who are hereby required to furnish the same), and having filled up such 
voting papers, shall deliver them to the overseers, or the person employed by them to collect such 
voting papers, before noon on the day of election. 

8. No person employed in distributing or collecting the voting papers, or otherwise executing these 
orders, shall canvass the voters for any candidate, or do any thing by which the return of any candi- 
date or of any class of candidates may be unduly influenced. 

0. In the afternoon of the day of election, or as soon thereafter as conveniently may be, the over- 
seers shall add up the votes given in the Form prescribed ; and the candidate or candidates (as the case 
may be) having the majority of votes shall be declared duly elected. 

^ 10. But in such calculation of votes every person who shall not vote, or shall not comply with the 
directions herein contained for the giving and returning of votes, shall be omitted. 

IX. — Notice of the Appointment and Return of Ouardians. 

The overseers of each such parish, township and place shall forthwith notify to the Guardian or 
Guardians elected, the fact of his or their election, by a letter or communication in writing, in Uie Form 
marked (H.) hereto annexed, signed by them ; and shall affix on the principal door of erery ohurch 
and chapel in such parish, township or place, a notice of the Guardian or Guardians elected, in the 
Form marked (I.^ hereto annexed^ and shall also make to the first meeting of the Board of Guardians 
next after such election, a return in writing, in the Form marked (J.) hereto annexed, of the Guardian 
or Guardians so elected. 

X.'^TJte Jirst Meeting qf the Chiardians. 

1. The first meeting of the Guardians shall be held at the Court-house, Keighley, on the lj5th day 
of February next, and shall commence at 11 o'clock in the forenoon, at which meeting every Guardian 
is herelnr required to attend ; but if three Guardians be present at such first meeting, the absence of the 
remainder shall not invalidate the proceedings of the meeting. 

3. At the first meeting the Guardians shall determine upon some fixed day of the week, and some 
fixed hour, between 10 o'clock in the forenoon and four o'clock in the afternoon, and also on some con- 
venient place for holding their future meetings. 

3. At the first meeting, also, the Guardians shall elect out of their number a chairman and vice- 
chairman, who shall continue to act in those capacities until the next annual election of Guardians 
shall take place. . 

4. The Guardians shall also at their first meeting, or as soon thereafter as conveniently may be, 
proceed to the election of their clerk, and to the exercise of the functions assigned to them by a certain 
Act, intituled, ^* An Act for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages." 

^. The Guardians shall not proceed to the appointment of any other officers than those above men- 
tioned, or to assume the direction and control of the relief of the poor, until the average annual 
expense of the parishes, townships and places in the Union shall have been duly ascertained and 
declared, and until further Orders and Regulations shall have been issued by us in that behalf. 

XI. — Explanation of Terms. 

1. Whenever the signatures of the overseers are required in ihis order to be subscribed to any notice 
or other document appertaining in any manner to the said elections, it shall not be necessary that th^ 
signatures of more than two of them be subscribed to the same. 

. 8. Whenever the word " parish," " township," or " place," are used in this order, they shall be taken 
to mean any parish, township, tything, hamlet or place separately maintaining its poor, and herein- 
before directed to be united. 

3. Whenever the day appointed by this Order for the performance of any act shall happen to be 
Sunday or Good Friday, such act shall be performed on the day next following the day so appointed. 

Given under the hands and seal of us, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, 
this 21 St day of January in the year 1837. 

(signed) /. Frankland Lewis, 
J. Q.S.Lefevre. 
. Geo. NichoUs. 
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The Forms above Referred to. 



[N. B.— The following Fonns (A.) and (B. 1 and 2) may be followed by Owners of Property in making 
their claims to vote, or in appointing Proxies, and by such Proxies in making their claims 5 but 
any other Form to the same effect will be sufficient.] 



Form (A.) — Ownei^s Claim to vote. 

To the Overseers of the of 

This day of 188 . 

I9 of claim to be entitled to vote 

according to the provisions of the 4 & 5 Will. IV. c. 76, as owner of the property herein described, 
the whole of which is situate witJiin the of viz. : 

[One House or Farm, &c. situate at ] 



Form (B. 1.) — Appointment of Proxy, 

To the Overseers of the of 

This day of 



188 



being owner of the property 
of do hereby 

to vote, until the present appointment 



I, of 

hereinafter described, the whole of which is situate in the 

appoint of ,- , ^^ — ,,^w.— «.*.«• 

is revoked, as my Proxy, in all cases wherein he may lawfully do so, under the provisions of the 
4 & 6 Will. IV. 0. 76 ; and the property of which I am owner, and in respect of which I appoint the 
said to vote as my Proxy, is as follows; viz. : 

[One House or Farm, &c. situate at ] 



Form (B. 2.) — Application of Proxy, 



To the Overseers of the 



of 



This 



day of 



183 



of 



having been appointed by 
of to vote as his Proxy, under the provisions 

of the 4 & 5 Will. IV. c. 76, do hereby claim to vote as such Proxy. — I herewitjh transmit to you 
such my appointment, in the handwriting of or signed by the said 

[or an attested copy of my appointment, the original of which is in the handwriting of or signed by 
the said ] ; and the property situate in the of 

in respect of which the said is entitled to vote 

as. owner, and in respect of which I do hereby claim to vote as his Proxy, is as follows ; viz. : 
[One House or Farm, &c. situate at ] 

And I do hereby require you to enter ray name and address as above, and the assessment of the 
rate for the relief of the Poor, the property above deseribed, in the book or books directed by the 
said Act to be provided for the purpose. 



Form (C.) — Book for Registry of Owners of Property and Proxies, 
Parish of 



No. 


Name 

of 
Owner. 


AddreN. 


Property in respect 
whereof Right to 
vote is dauned. 


Number of 
Reference to 
Rate-book. 


Aggregate 
Amount of 
Assessment. 


Name 

of 
Proxy. 


Address 

of 
Proxy. 


No. 


bate on 

which Claim 
received. 























We do certify, That the above is a fiill and correct register and entry of the claims to vote of owners 
of property and proxies in the said and we do declare, that all the entries 

of reference to the Rate Book, amount of assessment, number of votes, and dates on which 
claims were received, are true. 

(«^°^^) lOverseers. 



Form (D.) — Notice of the First Election. 

Union. 
Election of Giuardians of the Poor for the 



of 



of 



We, the undersigned, being the Overseers of the poor of the 

do hereby give notice, That on the day of we shall, in pursuance 
of an orde^ and declaration of the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, proceed to the 

election of Guardian of the Poor for this to act as member of 

the Board of Guardians to be elected for the Union, which has been declared by 

the said Commissioners to take place from the day of in this present year. 

;, , , Qualification 
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Qualification of a Guardian, 
[Here ineert a Copy or correct Abstract of Section 3 of the Order.] 

Qualijication of Voters. 
[Here insert a Copy or correct Abstract of Section 4 of the Order, Art. 1, 2, 3, and 6.] 

Time for proposing Guardians. 

Any person entitled to Tote may propose a Guardian ; but he must send his proposal to one of the 
Overseers, in writing, on or before the day of in the following form :— 

iHere insert the Form of Nomination Paper (F.)] 
Guardian who has not been proposed in the manner above mentioned. 

Mode of voting. 

In case more candidates shall be duly proposed than the number of Guardians to be elected, a 
voting paper will be left, on the day of at the house of every person residing 

in the who at that time shall be entitled to vote. The votes must be given 

in writing in such voting papers, which will be called for again on the day of election. 

All ol^er persons who, on the dj^y of election, shall be entitled to vote, must, on that day, apply 
for voting papers to one of the Overseers, and must return them filled up before noon of the same day. 
Signed by us, this day of 188 . 

^Orerscers. 



Form (E.) — Notice of the Annual Election of Guardians of the Poor, 

Union. 
The overseers of the several parishes, townships and places comprised in the above Union, and 
hereinafter named, will, in pursuance of the order of the roor Law Commissioners for England and 
Wales, proceed, on the day of to the election of the number of the 

Guardians of the poor set opposite the names of such parishes for the year ending 

Parish A. - - - 10 Guardians. 
„ B. - - - 6 Gruardians* 
„ C. - - - 3 Guardians, &c., as the case may be. 

Any person entitled to vote in any of the said parishes, townships and places, may propose, as 
Guardian or Guardians thereof, any number (not exceeding the number to be there elected) of persons 
who are severally rated to the poor-rate of any parish, township or place in the Union, in respect of 
property of the annual value or rental of £, The proposal must be written, and must 

state the names, residences and callings of the persons proposed, and the name of the proposer, and 
must be delivered to one of the overseers on or before the day of 

Owners of rateable property as well as rate-payers are entitled to vote, provided their names are on 
tbe register of owners, or if they send in to the overseers before the day of election their claims to 
vote, with a statement of their names and address, and a description of their property. 

Owners may also vote by proxy ; but proxies must make the statements above mentioned for their 
principals, and transmit to the overseers the originals or attested copies of their appointments. 

In case of a contest for ihe office of Guardians in the said parishes, townships or places, the votes 
will be given in papers to be left by the overseers, two days at least before the day fixed for the 
election, at the houses of those residents who are then entitled to vote. All non-residents, and all 
persons who become entitled after that day, must apply to one of the overseers for voting papers on 
the day of election. 

The Forms of Nomination Papers, Statements of Owners, and Appointment of Proxy, may be seeii 
and copied by voters at the board-room in the 

A. B., Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 



Form (F.) — Nomination Paper, 
To the Overseers of the of 



Name of tbe Peraon or Persons proposed as Guardian or 
Guardians. 



Residence and Quality or Calling of tbe Person or Persons 
proposed. 



I nominate the above to be Guardian or Guardians for the said , for the year ending 

Signature and Agrees of Proposer* 
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FoKM (G.) — VoHng Paper for the 



of 



For the purpose of enabling each rate-payer to give his TOte in the most ft-ee and deliberate 
manner, witiiout the loss of his time or the obstruction of his ordinary business, or the other ineon- 
yeniences usually incurred by attending to give his vote at a distance from his home, this voting 
paper is directed to be left at the voter^s dwelling for one clear day by the proper officer, who will, 
by order of the Commissioners acting under the authority of the Poor Law Amendment Act, attend 
on the day of to receive back the paper on which the vote must 

be inscribed hereunder as directed. 

The voter will write his initials opposite the name of the persons for whom he votes. 

If the proxy votes, he should sign his own name, and state in writing the name of the person for 
whom he is proxy, thus : — M. N. for P. Q. 

If the voter cannot write, his mark must be attested by a witness, whose initials must be 
plaoed opposite the names of the persons for whom he votes. 

Take Notice, This paper must be carefully preserved by the voter, as no second paper will be 
given. When it is filled up, it must be kept ready for delivery to who will 

call for the same on the day of 

No other person can be allowed to receive the voting paper ; if it be not ready for the eoUeotors 
when they call, the votes will be lost. They will also be lost if more than names be 

returned in the list, with the initials plaoed opposite thereto. The voter must therefore be oarefol in 
placing his initials against those for whom he votes. 



Initials o£ the Voter to the 
NmeeofCtodidatBt. 


as Guardians. 


Persons proposed. 


rvsmes of P^roposers. 











I vote for the persons in the above list opposite to whose names I have placed rxxy ^i^iti^. 

Signed this day of , 18^ 



Form (H.) — Letter to OuariUans Elected. 

Union. 
. Sir, day of 

We, the undersigned, being Overseers of the poor of the of 

hereby give you notice and declare. That on the day of 

poposed as a Guardian of the poor of the of 

day of you were elected such Guardian. 

(signed) 



188 . 

do 

you were duly 

and that on the 



} 



Overseers. 



FoBM (I.) — Notice of the OtuzrcUans Elected, 



Union. 



day of 



183 . 
do hereby 



Wb, the undersigned, being Overseers of the poor of the of 

give notice. That resident at were proposed as 

Guardian of the poor of the said and that on the day of 

were elected [without opposition, or by a majority of the number of votes for the 

several candidates being as follows, &c., as ihe ease may be.] 



(signed) 



} 



Overseers. 



Form (J.)— J?eft«m to the Board of Guardians of the Guardians Elected. 



We, the Overseers of the poor of the 
on the day of 

principal door of the church in the said 
were proposed by 



Union. 

day of 183 . 

of do herdby certify. That 

we affixed a notice for the election of Guardians on the 

, and that on the day of 

and that on the day 



of were elected [without opposition, or by a mfyority of the number 

of- votes for the several candidates being as follows, &c. as the case may be], and that on the 
_ day of notice of such election was duly given to the Guardians elected, and 
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Valuation Order. 
Keighley Union, BingUy Township. 

Whereas it has been made to appear to us^ by a representation in writing from the ma- j^^ .. 
jority of the churchwardens and overseers of the township of Bingley, bemg one of the Cw'^^^'^i of 
townships comprised within the Keiffhley Union, that a fair and correct estimate for the aoi/ Q^^^Men 
purpose of making rates for the reUef of the poor in the said township cannot be made No. ^ ^^''^rg ' 
without a new valuation. Sqi/'^'^ 4./ 

Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, do hereby, in *'*^-^i{*/%7. 
pursuance and execution of the powers vested in us by an Act passed in the seventh year 
of Uie reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, *' An Act to regulate n 

Parochial Assessments,*' order and direct, that a survey shall be made and taken of the 
messuages, lands and other hereditaments liable to poor-rates in the said township of Bingley, 
and that a valuation shall be made of the said messuages, lands and other hereditaments, 
according to their annual value. 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the Guardians of the said Union 
shall appoint one or more competent person or persons to make such survey and 
valuation. 

And we do hereby further order and declare, that previous to the appointment of such 
above-mentioned competent person or persons as aforesaid, he or they shall contract with the 
Guardians of the said Union, that, if appointed, he or they will make such survey and 
valuation, hereby directed to be made, witnin such time, and upon such terms, as shall be 
specified and defined in such contract ; which contract shall, nevertheless, be subject to the 
approval of us, the PoorXaw Commissioners. 

And we do hereby further declare, that the money which shall be paid under such contract 
as aforesaid, for such survey and valuation, shall be paid by the Guardians of the said Union, 
and shall be provided for by a charge on the poor-rates of the said township ; which 
charge shall contain a provision for paying off not less than one-fit'th of the sum cnar^ed on 
the rates, and ^uch interest as may from time to time be payable in respect of such charge, 
or any part thereof, in each succeeding year, till the whole is repaid. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 1^7th day of September in the year 1837. 

(L. 8.) (signed) ^ T. Frcmhland Lewis. 
J. Gf S. Lefevre. 

SuRVBT, Plan and Valuation. 

11,050 A. — Steeton with Eaitbum Township, Keighletf Union. 

Whereas it has been made to appear to us, by a representation, in writing, from th ^ 
majority of the churchwardens and overseers of the township of Steeton with Eastburn, p]| . '^t/oii 
being one of the townships included in the Keighley Union^ that a fair and correct estimate J^J^^ ^^ce . 
for the purpose of making rates for the relief of the poor in the said township cannot be datJt^*^74^' 
made without a new valuation. - '* 

Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law G>mmissioners for England and Wales, do hereby, in 
pursuance and execution of the powers vested in us by an Act passed in the seventh year of 
the reign of bis late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, '^An Act to regulate Pa- 
rochial Assessments," order and direct, that a survey shall be made and taken of the 
messuages. lands and other hereditaments liable to poor-rates in the said township of Steeton 
with Eastburn, with a plan as hereinafter is mentioned ; and that a valuation shall be 
made of the said messuages, lands and other hereditaments, according to their annual 
value. 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the said plan shall be made upon the 
scale of three chains to an inch. 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the Guardians of the said Union 
shall appoint one or more competent person or persons to make such survey, plan and 
valuation. 

And we do hereby further order and declare, that previous to the appointment of such 
competent person or persons as aforesaid, he or they shall contract with tne Guardians of the 
said Union, that, if appointed, he or they will make such survey, plan and valuation, hereby 
directed to be made, within such time and upon such terms as shsul be specified and defined 
in such contract ; which contract shall, nevertheless, be subject to the approval of us, the 
Poor Law Commissioners. 

And we do hereby further declare, that the money which shall be paid under such contract 
as aforesaid, for such survey, plan and valuation, shall be paid by the Guardians of the said 
Union, and shall be provided for by a charge on the poor-rates of the said township ; which 
chaise shall contain a provision for paying off not less than one-fifth of the sum charged 
on the rates, and such interest as may from time to time be payable in respect of such 
charge, or any part thereof, in each succeeding year, till the whole is repaid. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 12th day of January in the year 1888. 

(signed) T. Frankland Lewis. 
(l. s.) J. G. S. Lefevre. 

Geo. HicholU. 

525. A 4 Survey 
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Survey, Plan and Valuation. 
1,082 A. — Keighley Parish^ Keighley Union. 

Whereas it has been made to appear to us, by a representation, in writing, from the ma- 

• \iot^ ^^ jority of the churchwardens and overseers of the parish of Keighley, being one of the 

AP^^Vfo^^^^' parishes included in the Keighley Union, that a fair and correct estmiate for the purpose of 

^^ <^^ Ao X making rates for the relief of the poor in the said parish, cannot be made without a new 

1^0. J» ^ valuation. 

Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, do hereby, in 
pursuance and execution of the powers vested in us by an Act passed in the seventh year of 
the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, " An Act to r^ulate Pa- 
rochial Assessments," order and direct, that a survey shall be made and taken of the mes- 
suages, lands and other hereditaments liable to poor-rates in the said parish of Keighley, 
with a plan as hereinafter is mentioned ; and that a valuation shall be made of the said 
messuages, lands and other hereditaments, according to their annual value. 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the said plan shall be made upon the 
scale of three chains to an inch. 

And we do hereby further order and direct, that the Guardians of the said Union shall 
appoint one or more competent person or persons to make such survey, plan and valuation. 

And we do hereby order and declare, that previous to the appointment of such competent 
person or persons as aforesaid, he or they shall contract witn the Guardians of the said 
Union, that, if appointed, he or they will make such survey, plan and valuation, hereby 
directed to be made, within such time and upon suoh terms as shall be specified and defined 
in such contract ; which contract shall, nevertheless, be subject to the approval of us, the 
Poor Law Commissioners. 

And we do hereby further declare, that themonev which shall be paid under such contract, 
as aforesaid, for such survey, plan and valuation, shall be paid by the Guardians of the said 
Union, and shall be provided for by a charge on the poor-rates of the said parish ; which 
charge shall contain a provision for paying off not less than one-fifth of the sum charged 
on the rates, and such interest as may from time to time be payable in respect of such 
charge, or any part thereof, in each succeeding year, until the whole is repaid. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 24th day of February, in the year 
1838. 

(signed) T. Franhland Lewis. 
(l. 8.) J. G. S. Lrfevre. 

Geo. Nicholls. 

IlO all to whom these Presents shall come. We, the Poor Law Commissioners for 
England and Wales, send Greeting. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the powers given to us in and by an Act passed in the fourth 
and fifth years of iiit reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, " An 
Act for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in 
England and Wales," we, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, appointed 
under the said Act, did, by an order under our hands and seal, bearing date the 21fit 
day of January 1837, order and declare, that the townships and places named in the margin 
of the said order, which are situated in the West Riding of the County of York, being the 
same which are now named in the margin at the foot of this page,"* should, on the 10th 
day of February then next, be and thenceforth remain united for the administration of the 
laws for the relief of the poor : and further, that on tlie said 10th day of February, and in 
every subsequent year, on the first Thursday after the 25th day of March, and in the 
manner therein mentioned, the said townships and places should respectivelyelect a Guaixlian 
or Guardians for the said Union : 

And whereas a Board of Guardians of the said Union has already been elected and 
estabUshed in pursuance of the said order, and the said Board have proceeded to the election 
of their clerk, out have not, as yet, been directed to assume the administration of relief to 
the poor in the said Union : 

And whereas by the said Act it is provided, that the Poor Law Conomissioners shall pre*" 
scribe the duties of Guardians, and shall also, as and when they shall see fit, direct the 
Guardians of any Union to appoint such paid officers, with such quaUfications as the 
said Commissioners shall think necessary, for superintending or assisting m the administration 
of the relief and employment of the poor, either within or out of a workhouse, and for the 
examining and auditmg, allowing or dissallowing of accounts in such Union, and otherwise 
carrying die provisions of the said Act into execution : and the said Commissioners are 
thereby empowered to define and specify and direct the execution of the respective duties, 
and determme the continuance in office or dismissal of such paid officers, and the amount 
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recited, and tlie building, hiring and providing of any workhouse, poor-house or other premises for the 
reception and maintenance of the poor, and the altering, improying or enlarging the same, or any 
other existing workhouse or poor-house within the said Union, and the regulation and management 
thereof, and the hiring or purchasing of lafnd for such workhouse or workhouses, or for the employ- 
ment of the poor, shall appertain and belong to the Guardians of the said Union ; subject, however, 
in all cases to the powers of the Poor Law Commissioners for the time being, and such orders, regu- 
lations, rules and dilrections as are herein contained, or as may hereafter be issued by the said Com- 
missioners ; and saving and excepting such powers and authorities as in the aforesaid Act are given 
or reserved to justices of the peace and overseers of the poor. 

2. No Guardian shall have power to act in virtue of such office, except as a member, and at a 
meeting of the said Board of Guardians, and except as hereinafter is provided with reference to 
summoning extraordinary meetings of the Guardians, and except also as in the aforesaid Act is 
excepted. 

3. All the powers and authorities hereby or by the said Act granted to or vested in such Guardians, 
shall and may from time to time be exercised by the Guardians who shall attend at any meeting to 
bo holden as is herein directed ; but no act of any such meeting, except for the purpose of adjourning 
the same, shall be valid, unless three Guardians at least shall be present and concur therein. 

4. The Guardians shall, at the first meeting after every annual election of Guardians, elect out of 
the whole number of Guardians a chairman and a vice-chairman, who shall continue to act as such 
until the next annual election of Guardians shall take place ; and at every meeting during the year 
the chairman, or in his absence the yice-chairman, shall preside ; and if at any meeting the chair- 
man and vice-chairman shall be absent, the Guardians present shall elect a chairman of that meeting ; 
and in case the chairman or vice-chairman shall die or resign before the expiration of his year of 
office, the Guardians shall within one month after the occurrence of the vacancy, elect some other 
Guardian to be chairman or yice-chairman in his place, as the case may be ; and when there shall be 
an equal number of votes upon any question, including the vote of the presiding chairman, he shall 
have a casting vote. 

Meeting of the Board of Guardians, 

5. The first meeting of the Guardians to be holden in pursuance of this order, shall be held at the 
Mechanics' Institute, Keighley, on the 6th day of July next, and shall commence at 1 1 o'clock in the 
forenoon ; at which meeting every Guardian is hereby required to attend : but if three Guardians be 
present at such meetings the non-attendance of the remainder shall not invalidate the proceedings of 
such meeting. 

6. The Guardians shall meet once at the least in every week for the execution of their duties, and 
shall, at their first meeting, to be holden as aforesaid, determine upon some fixed day of the week, 
and some fixed hour between 8 o'clock in the forenoon and 2 o'clock in the afternoon, for holding 
9uch weekly meetings, and also on some convenient place for holding the same. 

7. Notice of the first of the said weekly meetings, and of the place, day and hour fixed for holding 
the same, shall be given in manner hereinafter directed ; but it shall not be necessary to give notice 
of any oUier than the first of such weekly meetings. 

8. If three Guardians be not present at any weekly or other meeting, the Guardian or Guardians 
ivho shall be present shall adjourn the same to the next day of weekly meeting, or to such other day 
previous to ^e next weekly meeting as he or they shall think fit ; and thereupon the clerk shall 
m^e an entry in the minute-book of the adjournment, and of the cause thereof; and in case no 
Guardian shall attend, the clerk shall make an entry of such failure of attendance ; provided, that in 
either case, one hour, and no more, shall be allowed to elapse from the time fixed for the commence- 
ment of the meeting before any such entry be made as is above directed. 

9. The majority of the Guardians present at any weekly meeting may, if necessary, adjourn the 
same to the djly of the next weekly meeting, or to such other day previous to the next weekly meet- 
mg as they may think fit. 

10. Any two Guardians, by a notice in writing according to the Form (A.), hereto annexed, may 
direct the clerk to the Board of Guardians to summon an extraordinary meeting of the Board at any 
time by such notice as hereinafter is mentioned. 

11. Notice of the first weekly meeting of the Guardians, and notice of adjournment of a weekly 
qr other meeting, and notice of an extraordinary meeting, shall be given in writing according to the 
Forms (B.), (C.) and (D.), hereto annexed, and signed by the clerk to the Board of Guardians; 
^d two days, at least, before the day upon which the meeting to which such notice relates is to take 
place, the clerk to the Board of Guardians shall give or cause to be given to each Guardian resident 
within the Union, or cause to be left at his place of abode, a copy of such notice. 

12. If any case of emergency shall arise, requiring that a meeting of the Guardians should imme- 
diately take place, they or any three of them may meet, and act as if a reg^ar notice had been 
given, and may take such case into consideration, and give order therein ; provided always, that 
such order shall only be valid and have effect until the next weekly meeting of the Board of 
Gviardians. 

Proceedings of the Board, 

13. At each weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians, the business shall be conducted in the 
following order : — 

Ist. They shall read over the minutes of the preceding weekly meeting, and of any extra- 
« ordinary meeting which shall have been held during the preceding week, and cause an entry of 
the same having been so read to be made in the minutes. 

2d. They shall dispose of such business as may have arisen out of the minutes so read, and 
^ive the necessary directions thereon. 

3d. They shall consider and decide upon and give the necessary directions respecting all 
UDolications which shall have been mjidfi sinoe the last mnfitinfr^ nnd also resnectimr the amoutit 
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4th. They shall hear and consider any applications for relief which may be made at the exist- 
ing meeting ; but no such application shall be heard^ unless the person making it shall have 
previously applied to the relieving officer for the township or place from which such person shall 
claim relief. 

6th. They shall determine the kind of work to be performed by the paupers, either in or out 
of the workhouse. 

6th. They shall examine the books and accounts of the several relieving offioera, i«eeive 
reports on the state of the workhouse or workhouses of the Union, and give all needful directions 
thereon. 

7th. They shall give the necessary directions to the overseers of the several townships and 
places in the Union, for providing such sums as mpiy be requisite for the relief of the poor of 
such townships or places, and for defraying such proportion of the general expenses of the Union 
as shall be lawfully chargeable on such townships or places respectively. 

8th. They shall give the necessary directions to the overseers or assistant oveneers of the 
several townships or places in the Union, touching all orders of removal or appeals against the 
same, and also touching all proceedings to be taken in reference to bastard children, and the 
putative fathers and mothers thereof. 

9th. The Guardians present, or the presiding chairman in their behalf, shall sign the minutes 
of the proceedings. 

Appointment ofTreasurery Assistant Overseers and Relieving Officers. 

14. At the first meeting of the Guardians to be holden as aforesaid, or within one month afW the 
same, the Guardians shall appoint a fit and proper person to be treasurer to the said Union, and shall 
also appoint such and so many competent person or persons as the said Board of Ghiardians shall 
think fit, to be a relieving officer or relieving officers of the said Union, and shall appoint such and so 
many competent person or persons as the said Board shall think fit to be an assistant of«rseer or 
assistant overseers of the said Union, and shall likewise determine the townships or places for which 
each such relieving officer and assistant overseer shall act ; and in case and so often as any person so 
appointed shall die, or resign or be removed, the said Board of Guardians shall, as soon as conve- 
niently may be after death, resignation or removal, proceed in like manner to a new appointment ; and 
the persons appointed to the several offices of treasurer, relieving officer and assistant overseer, shall 
give bonds for the proper discharge of their duties, with such conditions annexed as the Guardians 
may require. 

15. The salary of the clerk shall be 70/., and the salaries of the treasurer, relieving officers and 
assistant overseers shall be such as the Guardians shaU think fit, subject neverdieleBS to the approba- 
tion of the Poor Law Commissioners ; provided also, that, inasmuch as the annual salary of the clerk 
will commence only from the date of this order, it shall be lawful for the Board of €rnardians to 
remunerate him far the services already performed by him as clerk, by such an allowance, to be 
charged upon the common fund of the Union, as they shall deem reasonable and proper. 

16. If the clerk or any relieving officer, or assistant overseer, shall be at any time prevented by 
sickness or accident from the performance of his duties, the Board of Guardians may appoint a com- 
petent person to act as his temporary substitute. 

17. No person shall be chosen a relieving officer unless he will undertake to reside in one of the 
townships or places for which he may be appointed to act, and to devote his whole time to the 
employment, not following any other trade or profession whatsoever. 

Duties of the Clerk, 

18. The following shall be the duties of the Clerk : — 

1st. To attend all meetings of the Guardians, and to enter punctually into a book at every 
meeting the minutes of all the proceedings thereat ; which minutes shall be submitted to the 
presiding chairman of the same for his signature. 

2d. To keep all such aocounts, books of accounts, minutes, books and other memoranda, as 
the Board of Guardians may think necessary, and as the Poor Law Commissioners may require. 

dd. To conduct the correspondence of the Board of Guardians according to their directions, 
and to make all necessary copies thereof, and preserve the same, and cdl letters and documents 
belong^ing to the Union. 

4th. To give such notices of adjourned and other meetings of the Guardians as hereinbefore 
are mentioned. 

5th. To assist the Board of Guardians or any committee thereof in the exaaunati<m of all 
disputed oases of settlement, in which any one or more of the townships or places in the Union 
shall be directly or indirectly interested or concerned. 

6th. Generally to observe and fulfil all lawful orders and directions of the Board of Guardians^ 
and likewise the rules, orders and regulations already or to be hereafter issued by the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

Duties of the Relieving Officers. 

19. The following shall be the duties of each Relieving Officer : — 

Ist. He shall attend all weekly meetings of the Guardians, and all other meetings when sum- 
moned for that purpose. 

2d. He shall receive all applications for relief, and examine into the merits and circumstances 
of each case, and report the same to the Board at their next weekly meeting. 

dd. In cases of sudden and urgent necessity, he shall give such temporary relief as each case 
shall require, either by an order of admission to the workhouse, or by affording relief out of the 
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ftnd Bhall also ftinuBh suoh relief, in or out of the workhouse, as the case, upon his own view, 
or upon the oertifioate of the medical attendant, may appear to require, 

5th. He shall keep a separate, full and true account of all monies received and disbursed by 
him, for or on aooonnt of the relief of the poor of each township for which he shall be appointed 
to act, and also of all articles received and given out by him for the relief of the out-door poor, 
and balanoe such account weekly, and present the same for inspection and approval at the 
meeting of the Gnardiana. 

6th. He shall report to the Board of Guardians, at their weekly meeting, all cases in which 
relief shall have been given by the overseers of the poor of any township or place for which he 
shall be appointed to act. 

7th. He shall keep a book, in which he shall enter the name of and other particulars relating 
to the paupers relieved out of the workhouse, and the amount of relief afforded to them respec- 
tively, and produce such book for the inspection of the Guardians, at every weekly meeting of 

8th. Once in every Quarter of a year, as soon as conveniently may be after the respective days 
following, namely, Lady-day, Midsummer-day, Miohaelmas-day, and Christmas-day, he 
shall make out a list aocording to Form (£.), for each of the townships or places for which he 
. may be appointed to act, of the persons who have received relief during the previous quarter, 
and of the relief afforded them in or out of the workhouse, and shall affix copies of such lists 
respectiTely upon the principal doors of the churches and chapels of the townships or places for 
which such lists are made ; which copies shall remain so affixed for three successive Sundays. . 

9th. Generally he shall observe and fulfil all lawful orders and directions of the Board of 
Guardians, and likewise the rules, orders and regulations already or to be hereafter issued by 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 

20. Duties of Overseers of the Poor and Assistant Overseers, 

1st The oversews of the poor of every township or place in the Union shall make, assess, and 
collect all rates which shall be necessary for the relief of the poor, and for defraying all other 
oharges and exp^ises which by law now are or hereafter may be chargeable on the same ; and 
shall duly and properly satisfy all such charges and expenses ; and shall, at the end of each 
quarter, submit to the auditor of the Unicm a distinct account and balance-sheet, exhibiting 
the amount so collected, and the amount so disbursed, 

3d. They shall, from time to time, pay over from the rates so collected all such sums as by 
the authority of the Board of Guardians, expressed to them in writing, according to the Form (L.) 
hereonto annexed, sigsed by the presiding chairman of any meeting, and two other Guardians 
present at the same, and countersigned by the clerk, shall be directed to be provided from the 
poornratet of their respective townships or places for the necessary relief of the poor thereof, and 
for defraying audi proportion of the general expenses of the Union as shall be lawfully charge- 
able on such townships or places respectiyelv ; and shall pay over such sums to such person or 
persons, at s«ch times and places as by uie same authority shall be directed, and shall take 
BQch person's receipt lor the same ; and shall produce such authori^ and such receipt as their 
vouehers for those payments before the auditor of the Union in passing their quarterly accounts. 

8d. They shall provide, at the expense of the township or place, a Rate-book according to 
the Form (H.), hereunto annexed; and shall duly and punctually make the entries therein of 
the several matters mentioned in the headings of the several columns of the said Form ; and every 
rate for the relief of the poor in such township cht place, and the allowance of such rate by the 
justices, shall be recorded in the said rate-book. 

4th. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in this Union shall, in any case of 
sudden and urgent necessity, deem it right that temporary relief should be afforded in articles 
of necessity, such overseer shall, if possible, cause the same to be ffiven by the relieving officer 
for such township or place ; but if the overseer shall give such relief himself^ he shall forthwith 
report the same in writing to the relieving officer. 

5th. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in this Union shall be ordered, under 
the 64th section of the Poor Law Amendment Act, to give temporary relief in articles of abso- 
lute necessity, but not in money, to any poor person not settled nor usually residing in the 
township or place, and shall give such temporary relief accordingly, he shall forthwith report 
the same in writing to the relieving officer for such township or place. 

6th. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in this Union shall receive an order 
directing relief to be given to any person (duly certified under the hand and seal of one of the 
signing justices, to be of his own knowledge wholly unable to work) without requiring that such 
person shall reside in any workhouse, he shall forthwith transmit the same to the relieving officer 
of his township or place, to be laid before the Board of Guardians at their next meeting, that the 
Board of Guardians may be enabled without delay to give to the relieving officer the necessary 
directions as to the amount and nature of the relief to be given. 

7th. The overseers of the poor of the several townships or places in this Union are hereby 
enjoined in all things where their aid may be necessary or required by the said Guardians, or by 
any relieving officer acting under the directions of the said Guardians, to give their aid in carry- 
ing the orders of the said Guardians into effect, and generally to observe and iiilfil all lawful 
orders and directions of the Board of Guardians, and likewise the rules, orders and regulations 
already or to be hereafter issued by the Poor Law Commissioners. 

The duty of assistant overseer shall be to assist the overseers of each township or place, for which 
he shall be appointed, in the execution of all the duties hereinbefore prescribed, and of all other duties 
which by any Act of Parliament have already been or hereafter may be assigned to overseers of the 
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time in force and subsisting' ; and they shall assume the administration of relief in the several town- 
ships and places in the Union, at such times respectively, and in such order, as they shall deem fitting 
and convenient, and shall give due notice thereof to the overseers of the poor of the said several 
townships respectively ; and until the receipt of such notice, the overseers of the poor of each town- 
ship shall continue in the administration of relief to the poor, as heretofore, provided that from and 
after the 12th day of August next, the relief of the poor of all the townships and places in the Union 
shall be brought under the control and direction of the Guardians, saving and excepting such powers 
and authorities as are reserved by the Act of Parliament aforesaid to justices of the peace and 
overseers of the poor. 

Medical Relief, 

22. The Guardians may, from such period as they shall think proper, agree with some competent 
person or persons duly licensed to practise as a medical man or medical men, to be the medical officer 
or officers of the said Union for the ensuing year, and to attend duly and punctually upon all paupers 
falling sick within the limits of the Union, either in the workhouse or otherwise, and to supply such 
sick paupers with all necessary medicines and appliances whatsoever ; but such agreement shdl not^ 
unless it contain a special proviso to that effect, bind the medical officer to attend any persons or the 
families of any persons who shall not at the time of making the same have been in the receipt of 
parochial relief ; but in case any such persons shall be attended by order of the Board of Guardians, 
or other parties competent to give such order, the cost of such attendance shall be debited to the 
account of the township or place liable to the same, whether such attendance have been given by a 
medical officer of the Union or by any other person. 

23. The medical officer shall in every case, when required by the Guardians, or the relieving officer, 
or by the pauper on whom he is attending, give a certificate under his hand of the sickness of such 
pauper, or other cause of the attendance of such medical officer, the extent and nature of such sickness 
at the time of giving such certificate, and its probable duration, and such other particulars as may 
show how far the applicant is prevented from attending to his usual calling. 

24. The medical officer shall give all necessary directions as to the diet, classification, and treat- 
ment of sick and lunatic paupers, and shall provide the requisite medicines, and make up in writing, 
in the form and according to the instruptions in Form (F.), a Register of the sickness and mortality 
which may have prevailed amongst the paupers under his care. 

26. The medical officer shall make a weekly return to the Board of Guardians in a book prepared 
according to the Form (G.), hereunto annexed, in which book he shall also insert the date of every 
attendance at the workhouse, and make any reports relative to the sickness prevalent within his 
district, which the Board of Guardians or the Poor Law Commissioners may require ^ and shall 
attend the Board of Guardians when summoned by them for that purpose. 

Relief by way of Loan. 

26. Any relief, or the cost price thereof, which the Board of Guardians shall, after due consider- 
ation of the circumstances of the case, think fit to give by way of loan, shall be considered as a loan 
to the person so relieved, and shall be recoverable as such under the provisions of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act. 

Purchase of Provisions^ and other Articles, 

27. The Board of Guardians shall order and direct the purchasing of the supplies of bread, flour 
and meat, and other articles required for use in the workhouse, or for the relief of the paupers out of 
the workhouse, in such manner as may appear to the Guardians best calculated to prevent imposition, 
and to promote economical management ; and with this view, such purchases shall, so far as circum- 
stances will allow, be made upon tenders, after public advertisement in one county newspaper at least. 

Accounts, 

28. The Guardians shall, at their first weekly meeting, or within one month of the same, appoint 
a competent person to be auditor of the accounts, and immediately report such appointment to the 
Poor Law Commissioners ; and such auditor shall, four times in every year, that is to say, within 
30 days of each of the following days, namely. Lady-day, Midsummer-day, Michaelmas-day, and 
Christmas-day, examine and audit, allow or disallow the accounts of the said Union, and of the 
several townships or places comprised therein, according to the laws in force for the time being for 
the administration of the relief of the poor : and the said auditor, having audited the quarterly 
account, shall with his own hand write a certificate of such audit at the foot of such account accord- 
ing to the Form (K.) hereunto annexed ; and such accounts so audited, allowed and certified, shall 
be open at all reasonable times to the inspection of the rate-payers of the township or place to which 
such accounts relate. 

29. The auditor shall receive for the performance of his duty such sum as the Board of Guardians, 
with the consent of the Poor Law Commissioners, shall determine j and the auditor so appointed shall 
remain in office (unless he shall previously die or resign), until he be removed therefrom by the said 
Commissioners, or by the said Board of Guardians, with the consent in writing of the said Commis- 
sioners ; and in either of such cases another auditor shall be in like manner appointed. 

Given under our hands and seal, this 18th day of June in the year 1838. 
t 

(signed) T, Frankland Lewis, 

©J, G, S. Lefevre. 
Geo, Nicholls, 
_ 
and to the Board of Guaidians of the said Union. 
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Form (A.) 

Requisition for an Extraordinary Meeting of Guardians. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the Union. 

Sir, — ^We, the undersigned, heing two of the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Union, do hereby require and direct you to summon an Extraordinary Meeting of the Guardians of 
the said Union, to be holden at on the day of 

283 at o'clock in the forenoon, to take into consideration [set out the motion.] 



} 



Guardians. 



Form (B.) 
Notice of First Weekly Meeting. 
To A. B.y Guardian of the Poor of the Union. 

Sir,— 'You are herelnr informed, that the first Weekly Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
Union will take place at on the 

day of 183 , at o'clock in the forenoon, for the transaction of business ; 

and that meetingti of the said Board will henceforth be held at the same place, on 
in every week, at the same hour of in the forenoon. 



-, Clerk to i^e Board of Guardians of 
the Union. 



Form (C.) 

Notice of an Adjourned Meeting of Guardians. 

Sir, — ^This is to give you notice, that an adjourned meeting of the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Union will be held at on the day of 

188 , to take into consideration [set out the motion], which meeting you are 
hereby requested to attend. 

; J Clerk to the Board of Guardians of 

the Union. 



Form (D.) 
Notice of Extraordinary Meeting of Guardians. 
To A. B, 
Sir, — I am directed by C. D. and E. F., two of the Guardians of the Poor of the 

Union, to summon an Extraordinary Meeting of the Guardians of the said Union, at 
on the day of 183 , at o'clock 

in the forenoon, to take into consideration [set out the motion] ; which Meeting you are hereby 
requested to attend. 

, Clerk to the Board of Guardians of 

the Union. 



Form (E.) 

Union. 
List of Persons relieved during the Quarter ending by Order of the Board of Guardians, and in 

conformity to 4 & 6 Will. IV. c. 76. 



Name 


Age. 


ailing. 




Canw of requiring 
Relief. 


Amount of Relief out of the Workhouae given 
during the last Quarter. 


Ifinth«WorUiOuae. 




In Money. 


In Kind. 


Total. 


No. of Days. 





















Form (F.) 



FoUo. 



Name 

of 

Patient. 



Age. 



Occupation. 



Place of 

Residence at 

the Time when 

attacked by 

Disease. 



Name 

of 

Disease. 



Known or 

supposed 

Cause of the 

Disease. 



Day of 
Commence- 
ment. 



Treatment, 

including 

Medicines 

administered. 



Day of 

Termination 

t 
of Disease. 



Event. 



Obicnratiooa. 



I I 
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Form (G.) 



Name. 


Age. 


In-door. 


Ont-door. 


Nature of 
Di««e. 


Days wlien attended. 


Wine and other Necessaries 

ordered to be given 

to die Patient. 




S. 


M. 


T. 


w. 


Th. 


F. 


Sat. 


























' 





Days when attended at the Workhouse 















Form 


(H.)— Rate Book. 
























Description of 


Name 






























Property rated; 






Gross 




Rate 


Arrears 


Total 






Amount 




Name 


Number 


Name 


Number 


namely, wbethei 


or 


Esti- 












Amount 




not 












Lands, Houses^ 






Esti- 


Rateable 


at 


due. 


Amount 




Present 




No. 


of 


of 


of 


of 


Titbet 


situation 


mated 












actually 




recover* 


















m ated 


Value. 


in the 


or if 


to be 




Arrear. 


able, or 




Oeeopier. 


Votea. 


Owner. 


Votes. 


of Tithe, Coal 

BTues, Sakable 

Underwoods. 


of 
Property. 


Extent. 


RentaL 




Pound. 


excused. 


ooUected. 


collected 




legaDy 
excused. 



































Form (K.) 
Certificate of Auditor. 

I HAVE examined all the itemg in this aooount^ and compared them with the vouchers, and I do 
hereby certify and declare, that every entry allowed by me is correct, and in conformity with the 
Statutes now existing for the relief of the poor in England and Wales. 

> Auditor of the Union. 



Form (L.) 



Union. 



To ii. B. and C. D., Churchwardens and Overseers [or Overseers, cu the case may b^] of the Parish 
[or Township, as the case may be\ 
You are hereby authorized and directed to pay to F« G., . of 

on the day of at 

the sum of Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, from the 

poor-rates of the said Parish, [or Township, as the case may be] towards the relief of the Poor 
thereof, and towards defraying such proportion of the general expenses of the Union as is lawfully 
chargeable on the said Parish [or Township, as the case may 6e], and you shall take the receipt of 
the said F. G., for the said sum of £. 

Given under our hands, at a meeting of the Guardians of the said Union, held on 
the day of 183 . 



(Countersigned) 

R. S., Clerk to the Board of 
* Guardians of the 



(signed) 



Union. 



X, Y. 
W.Z, 
U.V. 



Presiding Chairman, 
> Guardians. 



(1,051 V.) 
TO the Guardians of the Poor of the KeighU^ tJnion, in the County of York; 

To the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Division 
or Divisions in which, the Parishes and Places comprised in the said Union are 
situate; 

And to all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas the Board of Guardians of the Keighley Union are about to enter into con« 
tracts for carrying into effect the provisions of the Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
held in the third and fourth years of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, 

" An 
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** An Act to extend the Practice of Vaccination/' and have requested that an order should 
be issued by us, directing that the said Contracts should be made in the tenor and form 
following:— 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT entered into this day of 

1840, between 

of the one part, and the Guardians of the Poor of the 

Union, in ^e count of of 

the other part 
It IS HEREBY AGREED, and the said 
doth contraet with the said Guardians and their successors, that from and after the 
daj of he will vaccinate all persons resident within the said 

who shall apply to him at the times and places mentioned in the Schedule (A.) hereunto annexed, 
or at such other times and places as the said Guardians shall, with the consent of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, determine. 

And that he will, at all such times and places, duly vaccinate all such persons as may be present 
for the purpose of being vaccinated, and who may not before have been successfully vaccinated, and 
do and perform all such other acts and things as may be necessary for the immediate purpose of 
causing such vaccination to be successfully terminated- 

And that he will keep two books, to be used respectively on alternate and 

will inunediately after he shall have vaccinated any person so resident as aforesaid, and also imme- 
diately after he shall have inspected the progress of vaccination in any such person vaccinated pre- 
viously by him, make the entries described in the Form (L) in the Schedule (B.) hereto annexed. 
And that he will, on the day next before each day of meeting of the said 

Guardians, deliver to their Clerk the book in which he shall have made such entries during the 
preceding 

And that in every case in which the result of vaccination performed by him on any person shall 
be successful, he will give to such person, or to the parent, guardian or nurse of such person, a 
certificate of the fact, in the Form (ll.) in the said Schedule (B.) 

And the said Guardians do, for themselves [and their successors, contraet and agree with the 
said to pay to the said 

his executors, administrators or assigns, within one calendar month after the 
tbe the and the 

respectivelTy during the subsistence of this contract, and within one month after its termination, 
the sum of for every person so resident as aforesaid, who, 

not having been previously successfully vaccinated, shall have been successfully vaccinated by the 
said 9 and with respect to whom the said 

shall under this contraet have made the entries and given the certificate 
bereinbefore described. 

And it is hereby further agreed between the said 
and the said Guardians, that this contract shall be liable to be put an end to by either of the parties 
hereto, on giving 28 days' notice to the other party respectively of the intention to put an end to 
the same. * 

Ik witness whereof the said hath hereunto set his 

hand and seal, and the said Guardians their common seal, the day and year first above written. 
Signed, sealed and delivered by the above-1 
named > 

in the presence of J 








The common seal of the Guardians of the above-named Union was hereunto aflixed 
at a meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the day of the date hereof by 

Chairman of the Board at the said 
meeting, in the presence of 

Clerk to the Gruardians of the said Union. 



Schedules referred to in the above Articles op Agreement. 



Schedule (A.) 



Times and Places of Attendance. 



Where. 



At the residence of the said A. B., being at 
No. 1, Oxford-road. 



At - - ditto 
At - . - . 

At - - . - 



- ditto - - ditto 
- - - - - Finchley 
« . . - . Highgate 



When. 



- - At all such reasonable times during eveiY 
day, except Sunday, as the said A. B. shall 
be at his residence, and not pr ofe ssi ona l ly 
engaged. 

Every Monday, from 9 to 10.* 

Every Monday, from 10 to 12. 

- . Every Tuesday, from 10 to 12, during the 
months of January, February, March, July, 
August and September. 



* The Commiasionexs recommend the specific hour> in addition to the above engagement to attend 
generally. 

525- B 4 
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Schedule (B.) 



Form (L) 









Book 1 


. — For the alternate 






in every Quarter. 




* 




New Cases. 


* 
Cases of preceding Week. 


Date. 


Name. 


Sex. 


Ag«. 


State 

of 

Haalth.* 


Where 
Vaccioated. 


Date. 


Name. 


Reaidence 

at 

the Time 

of 

Vaodnatioii. 


^ 


& 


1 


.Wlwe 
OTienped. 


1 Sept. 1 
1840 / 


Y.Z. 








Station A. 


1 Sept. 


A.B. 




s. 






Station A 


f9 


Z.Y. 










» 


B.C. 






u. 




' 


n 


W. V. 








Station B. 


» 


CD. 




s. 






Station B. 


>f " 


v.w. 








Station C. 


» 


D.E. 




s. 






' Station C. 


» 


T.V. 








- - at my re- 
sidence. 


» 


E. R 








•* 


- .- ^t "my re- 
sidency. 


2 Sept 


S.T. 








- - at his pa- 
rents' house, 
10, King, 
street, 














■f 




8 


i 





* If the state of health bo good, or not otherwise remarkable, this Column may bo left bladc^ 

Book .2. — Exactly sinular. 



Form (II.) 



' Certificate. 

aged was vaecinatod the 184 , 

by me, and passed regularly and successfully, through the disease. 

(signed) 

You are desired to attend next that the Certificate may be filled ap.f 

' Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law Commissioners, having considered and approved the 
said form, do hereby order that the said form of contract shall, so far as the same may be 
applicable, be adopted by the Guardians of the Poor of the Keighley Union in making 
contracts with medical officers of the said Union, or other l^ally qnalkied medical prac- 
titioners, under the provisions of the said recited Act. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 29th day of December in the year 
of our Lord 1840. 

e (signed) J. G. S. Lefevre, 

\ G. C. Lewis. 

t The above Certificate in blank should be nven to the person on whom the opetttion of vaccinatioli has 
been. performed, or to the parent, nurse or ower person having care of the child, immediate^ after the 
dperilfion. 



TO the Guardians of the Poor of the Keighley Union, in the County of YotK; 

y . To tho OverMers of the Poor of the several Parishes comprised in &e said Union ; • 

'' ^ To the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Division.or 
I)ivision8 in which the parishes and places comprised in the said Union are situate ; 

And to all others whom it may concern. 

. WEythe Poor Law Commissioners, do hereby, under the authority'of an Act pas^ in 
the fifth year of the reigrn of his late Maiesty Kinjr William the Fourth, intituled.** An Ad; 
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Art 1« The oyeneera of every parish in the said Union shall, hefore the 10th day of March in 
every year, distinguish in the rate-books, or enter in some other book to be provided for the purpose, 
the name of every rate-payer in their respective parishes, who has been rated to the relief of the poor 
for the whole year immediately preceding the said day, and has paid the parochial rates and assess* 
ments made and assessed upon him for the period of one whole year, except those which have been 
made or become due within the six months immediately preceding the said day. 

Art. 2. Owners 6f property situate within any parish in the said Union may follow the form 
marked (A.), hereto annexed, in making statements of their claims to vote ; but any statement 
which contains the particulars required by the before-mentioned Act (s. 40) will be sufficient. 

Art 3. Owners of property, in appointing proxies, and proxies in making statements of their claims 
to vote, may follow Uie Forms marked (B.) and (C), hereto annexed ; but any statement which con- 
tains the particulars required by the before-mentioned Act (s. 40) will be sufficient 

Art 4. The register, or book of the statements of owners, and of the appointments and statements 
of proxies, may be kept in the Form marked (D.), hereto annexed. 

Art 6. The clerk to the Board of Guardians shall at every future annual election of Guardians of 
the said Union, perform the duties hereby imposed upon him, and all other duties suitable to his office 
which it may be requisite for him to pe^orm in conducting and completing such election. And in 
case the office of clerk shall be vacant at any time when any proceeding is to be taken under this 
order, the Guardians of the said Union shall appoint some person to perform such of the duties, 
imposed by this order upon the clerk as shall then remain to be peiformed, and the person so 
appointed shall perform such duties. 

Art. 6. The Guardians shall, before or during every such election, appoint a competent number of 
persons to assist the clerk in conducting and completing the election in conformity with this order. 

Art 7. In selecting such persons, the Guardians shall, in the first place, choose such of the paid 
officers of the said Union as may be willing, and as may appear to the Guardians to be able to afford 
such assistance ; and if the services of such paid officers be not available or sufficient, the Guardians 
shall, in the case of an election of Guardians in any parish situate within the district of any Commis- 
sioners or other officers having the direction or control of any police or paid constables, appoint as 
such assistants any such police or paid constables, provided that the consent of such Commissioners 
or officers shall have been previously obtained. , 

Art 8. The persons appointed under the sixth and seventh articles, shall obey all the directions 
which may be given by die clerk for the execution of this order. 

Art 0. The overseers of every parish in the said Union, and every officer having the custody of 
the rate-books of any such parish, shall attend the clerk at such times as he shall require thetc 
attendance, until the completion of the election of Guardians, and shall, if required by him, produce 
to him such rate-books, and the registers of owners and proxies, together with the statements of 
owners, and appointments and statements of proxies, and all books and papers relating to such rates 
in their possession or power. 

Mode of conducting the Election, 

Art. 10. The clerk shall prepare and sign a notice, which may be in the Form marked (E.), here- 
unto annexed, and which shall contain the following particulars : 

1st The number of Guardians to be elected for each parish in the Union. 

2d. The qualification of Guardians. 

dd. The qualification of voters, and the requisites to be observed by owners of property, and 
proxies to such owners, in order to complete their qualification. 

4th. The persons by whom and the places where the nomination papers in respect of each 
parish are to be received, and the last day on which they can be received. 

5th. The mode of voting in case of a contest, and the days on which the voting papers are to 
be delivered, and collected. 

6th. The time and place for the examination and casting up of the votes. 

And the clerk shall cause such notice to be published on or before the 1st day of March, in the follow- 
ing manner : 

Ist A printed copy of such notice shall be affixed on the principal external gate or door of 
every workhouse in the Union, and shall from time to time be renewed, if necessary, until the 
S5th d^ of March. 

2d. Printed copies of such notice shall likewise be affixed on such places in each parish as 
are ordinarily made use of for affixing tliereon notices of parochial business. 

Art. 1 1 . Any person entitled to vote in any parish, naay nominate for the office of Guardian 
thereof, himself or any other person or number of persons (not exceeding the number of Guardians to 
be elected for such parish) legally qualified to be elected for that office. 

Art 12. Every nomination shall be in writing in the Form marked (F.) hereto annexed, and be 
signed by the party nominating, and shall be sent, on or before the 10th day of March, to the clerk, 
or to such person or persons as may have been appointed to receive the same ; and the clerk, or such 
person or persons shall, on the receipt thereof, mark thereon the date of its receipt, and ako a number 
according to the order of its receipt. 

Art Id. If the number of the candidates for the office of Guardian for any parish shall be the same 
as or less than the number of Guardians to be elected for such parish, ^ch candidates shall be 
deemed to be the elected Guardians for such parish, and shall be certified as such by the derk under 
his hand. 

Art 14. But if the number of the candidates for the office of Guardian for any parish shall exceed 
the , number of Guardians to be elected therein^ the clerk shall cause voting papers in the Fprm 
marked (G.), hereunto annexed, to be prepared and filled up, and shall on the 20th day of March, 
cause one of such voting papers to be delivered by the persons appointed for that purpose, to the 
address in such parish of each rate-payer, owner and proxy, qualified to vote therein. 

Art 15. If any person nominated for the office of Guardian shall before the 14th day of March 
declare in writing his unwillingness to execute such office, the clerk shall state in the voting paper 
opposite to the name of such person; that he is unwilling to serve the office. 

525. C Art. 1^. 
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Art. IG. Eaeh voter shall write his initials against the name or names in his voting paper, of tt^e 
person or persons (not exceeding the number of Guardians to be elected in such parish) for whom he ^ 
intends to vote^ and shall sign such voting paper ; and when any person votes as a proxy, he shall 
sign his own name, and state in writing the name of the person for whom he is proxy. 

Art« 17. Provided that if any voter cannot write, he shall affix his mark at the foot of the voting 
paper, in the presence of a witness, who shall attest the affixing thereof, and who shall write the 
initials of such Voter against the name of every candidate for whom the voter intends to vote. 

Art. 18, If the initiaJs of the voter shall be written against the names of more persons than are 
to be elected Guardians for the parish, or if he shall not sign or affix his mark to the voting paper, 
or if his mark shall not be duly attested, the voting paper shall not be included in the casting up of 
the votes. 

Art 19. The clerk shall cause the voting papers to be collected by the persons appointed for timt 
purpose, on the 2dd day of March, in such manner as he shall direct. 

Art 20* No voting paper shall be received or admitted unless the same shall have been delivered 
and collected by the persons to be appointed for that purpose as aforesaid, except as is provided in 
the following article. 

Art 21. Provided that every person qualified to vote, who shall not on the 20th day of March 
have received a voting paper, shall on application before the 24th day of March, to the clerk at his 
office, be entitled to receive a voting paper, and to fill up the same in the presence of the clerk, and 
then and there to deliver the same to him. 

Art 22. Provided also, that in case any voting paper duly delivered shall not have been collected 
tiirough the default of the clerk or the persons appointed to assist him, the voter in person may 
deliver the same to the clerk before 12 o'clock at noon on the 24th day of March. 

Art 23. The clerk shall on the 25th day of March, and on as many days immediately succeeding 
as may be necessary, attend at the board*>room of the Guardians of the said Union, and ascertain the 
validity of the votes, by an examination of the rate-books, and the registers of owners and proxies^ 
and by examining such persons as he may see fit ; and he shall cast up such of the votes as he shall find 
ta be valid and to have been duly given, and ascertain the number of such votes for each candidate. 

Art. 24. The candidates, to the number of Guardians to be elected for the parish, who shall have 
obtained the greatest number of votes, shall be deemed to be the elected Guardians for the parish, and 
shall be certified as such by the clerk under his hand. 

Art 25. The derk, as soon as he shall have ascertained that any candidate is duly elected as 
Guardian, shall notify the fact of his being so elected, by delivering or sending, or causing to be 
delivered or sent, to him a notice in the Form (H.), hereto annexed. 

Notice of the Election of Cfuardians, 

Art 26. The clerk shall make a list containing the names of the candidates, together with (in 
case of a contest) the number of votes given fbr each, and the names of the elected Guardians, 
according to the Form marked (I.), hereto annexed, and shall sign and certify the same, and shall 
deliver such list, together with all the nomination and voting papers which he shall have received, 
to the Ciuardians of the said Union, at their next meeting, and shall cause copies of such list to be 
printed, and shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, one or more of such copies, to the overeeers of 
«ach parish. 

Art 27, The overseers shall affix, or cause to be affixed, copies of such list, at the usual places 
for affixing, in such parish, notices of parochial business. 

Explanation ofTerrns, 

Art 28, Whenever the overseem are by this order directed to perform any duty, the direction gTyJl 
bo applicable, in respect of such duty, to all officers who shall have been elected or appointed to per- 
form, or shall actually perform those functions of overseers, by virtue of T^hieh such officers would be 
enabled to perform such duty. 

.Art 29. Whenever the word ** parish '' is used in this order, it shall be taken to signify any plact 
separately maintaining its own poor. 

Art. 30. Whenever the day appointed in this order for the performance of any act shall b^ a Sunday 
or Good Friday, such act shall be performed on the day next following. 



The Forms. 

(A.) 

Ownef^s Statement. 

To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the parish of in the county of 

This day of 184 

I, A. B., residing at* claim to be entitled to vote according to the provisions 

of the 4th and 5th Will. 4, c. 76, intituled, *^ An Act for the Amendment and better Administration of 
the Laws relating to the Poor in England and Wales," as owner of the property hereinafter 
described, which is situate within the parish of viz. : — f 

( ) Signature of Owner, 

* ff the owner does not reside vnthin the parish, it is desirable that he should add some address 
within the parish, to which papers^ Sfc. may be sent. 
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(B.) .. , 

Appointment of Proxy, 

To the Chiurohwttlrd^M and Oreneers of ttke pftriih of in Uw < 

' Tl^s day of 184 

ly A. B., residing at beingownqr of the property hereinafter described, which is 

situate in the parish of Do hereby appoint Y. Z. of [address of j^oa:y1 to vote, 

ontil the present appointment shall be revokedy as mj pi^xyt in all cases wherein he may lawfully 
do so, under the provisions of the Act of the 4th and 5th WiU. 4, c. 76, intituled, ** An Act for the 
* Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to t^e Poor in England and Wales." 
Aftd tiie said property is as follows, vix. ^<— * 

( ) Signature of Owner. 

^ Describe the property by its namey situationy or the name of the occupieryifrany other designation 
by which it may be identified. 



(C.) 

Proxies Statement. 

To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the parish of in the county of 

This day of 184 

I, Y. Z., residing atf having been appointed by A. B., residing at 

Ho vote as his proity, under the provisions of the Act of the 4th and 5th Will. 4, c. 76, intituMy 
-^ An Act fbr the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in England 
"end Wales,'* Do hereby give you no^ee,that I am entitled to vote aseueh proxy. I herewkh transmit 
to yeu ^e writing under the hand of ^le said A. B. [or an attested copy of the writing under the 
'hand of ^le said A. B.] appointing me uwAk proxy, llie following is a desorlptioai of &e property 
in respect of which the said A. B. is entitled to vote as owner, and in respect of which I am eptittod 
to vote as his proxy, vi». :— J 

( ) Signature of Proxy. 

f If the proxy does not reside within the parishy it is desirable that he should add some address 

toithw the parishy to which paperSy Sfc, may be sent. 
I Describe the property by its namCy situationy or the name of the occupiery or any other designation 

by which it may be identified. 



<D.) 

The Register of the Statements of Ownersyond of the Appointments and Statements of Prosties^ 

'Parish of "1 

in the County of J * 



No. 



Name 

of 
Owner. 



Reddcnce. 



Place of Addreaa 

witlun tbe Pariah 

where Papera 

are to be aent. 



Proper ty in reapect 
to vote ia claimed. 



Name 

of 

Occupier^ 



No. of 
Reference to 
Rate-booka. 



Aggregate 

Ammint of 

Aaaeaament. 



Name 

of 
Proxy. 



Addreaa* 

of 
Proiy. 



No. 

of 

Votea. 



Date on 

which Statement 

received. 



We do certify, that the above is a full and correct register and entry of the statements delivered to 
us by owners of property and proxies in the said parish ; and iwe do declare, that all the entries of 
the references to the rate-book, the amount of assessment, the number of votes, and the dates on 
which the statements were received are true. 

(signed) 

Churchwardens. 
Overseers. 



(E.) 
Election of Guardians of the Poor. 

h clerk of the Union, do hereby give notice, — 

1. That the number of Guardians of ike poor to be elected for the parishes in the said Union is as 
foJJows >— 

For the Parish of one Guardian. 
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8.. Tkat any rate*payer who shall have been rated to the poor-rate in any pariah in the said Union, 
for t^ whole year immediately preceding his voting, and shall have paid the parochial ratea and 
asseesmeirta made and assessed on him for one whole year^ as well as those due from him at the time 
of voting, except those which have been made or become due within six months immedialely 
preeeding such voting, will be entitled, on the election of Guardians for the said parish^ to tlM» 
number of votes following ; (that is to say) 

If he be rated at any sum under 200 /. •« - - he will have one vote. 
If he be rated at 200/., but under 400/. - - - he will have two votes. 
And if rated at 400/. or more - - - - he will have three votes. 

And. that any qwner of rateable property situate within the said parish, who shall have given to oii« 
of the overseers thereof, previous to the day on which he shall claim to vote, a statement in writing 
of bis Jdame and address, and the description of property in the parish, as owner whereof he claims 
to vote, will be entitled to have the number of votes at the election of the Guardians for the said 
township, as follows ; (that is to say) 

If the aggregate amount of the assessment, for the time being,1 

of any property belonging to such owner in such parish, or | 

on any parson or persons in respect of the same to the poor- 1 

rates, shall not amount to 50 /. 

- . . . If the aame shall amount to 50 /. and not to 75 /. - 

If the same shall amount to 75/. and not to 100/. 

,, , If the same shall amount to 100/. and not to 125/. 

If the same shall amount to 125/. and not to 150/. 

If the same shall amount to 150/. or upwards 

Any owner of such property may, by writing under his hand, appoint -anj person to rote as hk 

proxy ; but fuch proxy must, previous to the day on, which he shall claim to vote, give to one of the 

overseers of such parish a statement in writing of his own namie and address, fmd also the name and 

address of tie owner appointing him such proxy, and a description of the property as proxy to the 

owner whereof he claims to vote, and also an original or attested copy of the writing appointing him 

'Booh proxy. - -^ . — 

The Forms Vfhich may be followed by owners of property in app<nnting pcoxles, and by snob 
4>.roxies in making their claims, may be had by such owners on application to me« 

4. That the last day on which nominations can be received is the day of 
"NomihatTons of Guardians must be made according to the Form prescribed by the Foor Law C6m- 

missioners ; printed copies pf which Form, may be had on application to me, and shall be received 
by at 

5. That I shall, if more than the above-mentioned number of Guardians shall be nominated &r 
any parish, cause voting papers to be delivered on the * day of to the addiesa 
in the parish of each rate-payer, owner and proxy qualified to vote ; which vot&g papers wtU ^«o»lain 
full instructiong as to th e «o do*ef-vodng ; andUmton^ha day of . , 

) shall cause such voting papers to be collected. 
-V-'fl. Tfhat on the day of I shall attend at at 

Jhe hour of and that I shall on that, and, if necessary, the following days, proceed 

to ascertain the number of votes given for each candidate. 

Given under my hand this " ' day of , 184 . • 



>he will have one vote. 

he will have two votes, 
he will have three votes, 
he will have four votes, 
he will have five votes, 
he will have six vote^. 



.Clerk to the Guardians of the Poor of the 



Union* 



j^.Pari^ oL. 



Nomination Paper. 
This 




I, being [a rate-paytr,] or [owner of property] in the parish of nominate the above 

tQ4>a GHardian {or Guardians] for .the said parish. ' 

( ) Signature and Address of Nominator. 



<G.) 
Voting Paper, 

Voting Paper for the Parish of 



Union* 
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For the purpose of enabling eaeh r&te-pajer to give his vote in the most free and deliberate manner, 
tod, as far as may be, without solicitations or canvassing, and without the loss of his time, or the 
obstruction of his ordinary business, or the other inconveniences which he would incur by attending 
to give his vote at a polling-booth, at a distance from his home, this voting paper is directed to 
be left at the voter's place of abode by persons specially employed for the purpose, who will attesd to 
receive back the paper, filled up as hereunder directed. 

The voter must write his initials against the name of every person for whom he votes^ and must 
sign the paper. 

If a proo^y vote, he must sign his own name, and state in writing the name of the person for 
wl^om he is proxy, thus : " John Smith for Richard Williams." 

If the voter cannot write, his mark must be attested by a witness, and such witness must write 
the initials of the voter against the name of every person for whom the voter intends to vote. 

Take Notice, This paper must be carefiilly preserved by the voter, as no second paper wiH be 
given. When it is filled up, it must be kept ready for delivery to 
who will call for the same on the day of 

No other person can be allowed to receive the voting paper ; if it be not ready for the person 
appointed to collect it when called for, the vote will be lost It will also be lost if more than 
names be returned in the list, with the initials placed against them, or if it be not signed, or be not 
attested when attestation is required. 



Inid^ls q£ the Voter 
•gaiott the Names of 
the Pereoni for wliom 
beintead^toTO^ 



Namee of the 

PenoM nominated 

aa Guardiana. 



Reiidenee. 



QnaUtyor Caning 
of the 



If 

unwilling. 



Names of the 
Nominator*. 



Addreeaofihe 
Nominators 



i veto for .the persons in the above List, against whose names my initials are placed. 

(signed) [or the mark ofj 

1 Witness to the mark 



Parish of. 



-^Upion. 



(H.) 
Notice to the Guardians Elected. 



Sir, — I do hereby give you notice.and declare, that on the 
, were duly elepted a Guardian of the roor for the Parish of. 



-day of- 



.in theu. 



and that the next meeting of the Board of Guardians of the said Union will be held aU 
on next, at the hour of . - 



you 

Union, 



Signed this. 



. day ofl 



Xlerk to the Guardians of the Poor of the. 



-Union. 



Union. 
I DO hereby certify, That the election of Guardians of the poor for the several parishes in th« 
Union, was conducted in conformity with the Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
and that the entries contained in the Schedule hereunder written are true. 



at'Otrndimi; "■ 


Rendenoe. 


Quality or Callii^. 


No. of Votes given for 


Naa 


MoCtheOomi«adi 
elected. 


;-■; . ; 











Given under my hand this day of 

_Clerk to die Guardians of the Poor of the 

Given under our hands and seal of offioe, this 8th day of February in the year 1841. 



Union. 




(signed) J. G. S. Lefevre. 
G. C. Letuis. 



The following Remarks are added by the Poor Law Commissioners for the guidance of the Clerk 
. . and. his iLssistants^ and are not to be deemed part of the above Order. 
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Qualification of ChiarcUans. 

2. Any person, not disqualified by law, who is rated to the poor-rate of any parish or any parishe^, 
within the, Union, in respect of hereditaments of the annual value or rental of 20 /., will be eligible 
as a Guardian of any parish whatever comprised in the Union. — (4 & 6 W. 1, c, 76, 6. 38., and 
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 21st day of January 1837.) 

3. The same person may be elected Guardian for more than one parish, and the same person whi^ 
has been Guardian for any year may be elected as Guardian for any subsequent year. — (4 & 5 W. 4, 
0. 76, 8. 38.) 

4. No person is eligible to hold any parish' office, or have the management of the poor, in any 
way whatever, who :has been convicted of felony, ^ud or perjury. — (Ibid. s. 48.) 

Qualification cf Voters for Quardians^ and Scale of Voting in the Election of Guardians, 

5. Any rate-payer who has been rated to the poor-rate in any parish for the whole year imme- 
diately preceding his voting, and has paid the parochial rates and assessments made on him for one 
whole year, as well as those due ft'om him at the time of voting, except those which have been made 
or become due within the six months immediately preceding such voting, will be entitled, on the elec- 
tion of the Guardian or Guardians for the parish, to the number of vbtes following :^^ 

if faeberatedatisny BamundBfiroo/. « tiie rate-payer will ^mmfo •oae "vote. • . 

If he be rated at 200/., butlunder 400/. - he will have two votes. 
' And if he^ be rated at 400 /. or more - - he will have three vot^s.-^4 & 5 W. 4, c. 76, s. 40.) 

6. Any owiler of rateable property situate witiiin any parish, who has given to one of the overseers 
t he reo f , tmtmy day previous to -die tlay on which he olaims to vote, a statement, in writing, of his 
name and addi'ess, and the description of the property as owner whereof he claii^s to vote, is entitled 
to have the sa^ie number of votes, on the election of the Guarc^an for the parkh, as is provided for 
inhabitants anki other persons by the 68th Geo. 3, c. 69^ and the 5pth Geo. 3, c. 85 ; (that is to say) — 

If the aggreigate amount of the assessment, for the time being, of any propeirty belonging to such 
«waer in such parish, or on any person or persons, in respect of the same, to the poor-rates shall not 
amount to 60/. ^* ------ he will havse one vote. 

If the same shall imiount to 60/., and not to 76/. - - he will have two Vfytes. 

If the same shall amount to 76/., and not to 100 /. - - he will have three votes. 

If the same shall amount to 100/., and not to 126/. - - he will have four votes. 

If the same shall amount to 126/., and not to 160/. > - he will have five votes. 

And if the same shall amount to 160/., or upwards - - he will have six vote8.^4 & 6 W. 4, 
0. 76, 8. 40.) 

7. Any owner who is bond fide an occupier of any such property is entitled to veto, as well in 
respect of his oc cu pat ion as of his being -such owner.— (4 ^ 6 W. 4, ^ 76,-8. 40.) 

8. The word ** owner," as used in the Poor Law Amendment Act^ includes any person for the time 
being in the actual occupation of any property rateable to the relief of the poor, and not let to him 
at rack-rent, or any person receiving the rack-rent of any such property either on his own account or 
as mortgagee or otiier incumbrancer in possession. — (4 & 6 W. 4, c. 76, s. 109.) — For the meaning 
of '^ rack-rent," see next paragraph. 

9. The words ^' rack-rent" meanimy rent "whioh is not less than two-thirds of the full improved 
. net annual value of the property.— (Ibid.) 

10. Any owner of rateable property in any parish may from time to time, by wridng under his 
hand, appoint any person to vote as his proxy ; out such proxy must, previous to the day on which 
he claims to vote, give to the overseers of the parish a statement, in writing, of his own name and 
address, and also of the name and address of the owner appointing him such proxy, and a description 

' of the property in the parish in respedt of Which he claims to vote as proxy ^ and tdso the original 
or an attested copy of the writing appointing him enoh proxy.— (s. 40.) 

11. The overseers are reqoired to enter in the rate-books of their parish, or in some o^er hoiA^ to 
1)0 from time to time provided for that purpose, the names and addresses of the owners md th^ir 
proxies, who shall send such statements as are hereinbefore mentioned, and the assessment of the 
poor-rate on the property in respect whereof such owners and proxies respeotively ^jlaim to vote. — 
(s. 40.) 



TO the Guardians of the Poor of the KeighUy Ujiion, in the County of York ; 

To the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Division or 
Divisions in which the Parishes and Places comprised in the said Union are situate ; 

To the Treasurer and Auditor of the said Union ; 

And to all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas the Poor Law Commissioners, by an Order under their hands and seal, bearing 
even date herewith, did rescind all such of rtie provisiDns contained in any previous Order or 
Orders lan^r their hands and seal, as prescribed the manner of conducting the election of 
Guardians of the poor for the several parishes comprised in the Keighley Union, in the county 
of York, and did thereby prescribe the manner of conducting all mture elections of the 
Guardians of the poor of the said Union, and did dso thereby direct that the clerk to the 
Board of Ouardians should perform the duties thereby imposed upon him, «id all other 
duties suitable to Us office, which it migbt bereqioBite for him to perfocm^ in coaduoting 
I arid 
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and completing such election. And that in case the office of clerk should be vacanti 
the Gruardians should appoint some person to perform such of the duties imposed by the 
said Order upon the clerk as should then remain to be performed. And also that the 
Gruardians should appoint a competent number of persons to assist the clerk in conducting 
and completing tlie election in conformity to the said Order : 

And whereas it is expedient that provision should be made for the payment of expenses 
to be incurred in such elections : 

Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law Commissioners, do hereby order, direct, and declare, 
that the expenses of every future election of Guardians in the said Union shall be defrayed 
by the Guardians of the said Union in the manner hereinafter set forth. 

Art. 1, — The cost of providing the severnl Forms marked (E.), (F.), (H.) and (L), con- 
tained in the said Order, being the Notice of Election, the Nomination Paper, the Notice 
to the Guardians elected, and the Certificate of the Election, shall be defrayed out of the 
common fund of the said Union* 

Art. 2. — ^The cost of providing the Form marked (G,), contained in the said Order, being 
the Voting Paper, shall be defrayed out of the funds in the possession of the said 
Guardians belonging to the respective parishes to which the voting papers shall relate* 

Art. 3. — ^The compensation which shall be paid to the clerk, or to the person appointed 
to act in the case of a vacancy in the office pf clerk, shall include the remuneration of the 
persons who may have been appointed to assist him in conducting and completing the 
election, and shall be such sum, not exceeding 10 /., as the Guardians shall determine, and 
shall be defrayed out of the common fund of the said Union. 

Art 4. — And in the case of every contested election, one farthing per head on the' 
population of the parish in which the contest shall have taken place, if the population shall. 
be more than 500, and one halfpenny per head on the population of the parish in which 
the contest shall have taken place, if the population be not more than .'>00, shall be paid 
to the said clerk in addition to such compensation^ and shall be defrayed out of the funds 
in the possession ^of the said Guardians belonging to such parish. And for tiie purpose 
of ascertaining the last-mentioned sums, the population of the parish shall be taken to be as 
stated in the census which at the time of such election shall have been last made under the 
authority of any Act of Parliament* 

And we do hereby declare that wherever the word " parish" is used in this Order, it shall 
be taken to signify any place in the said Union separately maintaining its own poor. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 8th day of February in the year 1S41^ 

©(signed) J. G. S. Lefevre. 
G. C. Lewis. 
: 



IN addition to these Orders, the Commissioners addressed their Genera! Order respecting 
the regulations of workhouses, which was issued on the 6th February last, and their General 
Order respecting medical relief, which was issued on the 12th of March last, to the Keighley 
Union. The former being printed at page 47, and the latter at page 76, of the 8th Report 
of the Commissioners, lately presentea to Parliament, it has not ho&a deemed necessary to 
embody them in this Return* 

In respect to the Reports upon the Proceedings of the Board, and conn^Iaints thereon dur* 
«ng the period refen*ed to, which have been mai^ by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
Mr. Pow^R, to the Commissioners, the following Report has i>een received from Mr. Power, 
which contains all the reports made by him to mem upon the subject of the Keighley Union 
«ince its formation : — 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset-House^ 
Gentlemen, July 1842. 

I HAVJ? the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, on the 
subject of the return which has been ordered by the House of Commons relating to the 
Keighley Union, and requesting me to furnish your Board, as soon as possible, with the 
information necessary to enable you to comply with the Order of the House of Commons, 
so far as the required particulars relate to the discharge of my duties as an Assistant 
Commissioner. 

I have the honour to inform your Board, that I have referred to all those papers in my own 
possession, and to those documents in the Poor Law Commission Office which contain any 
record of the particulars required by the Order of the House of Commons ; and that Uie fol- 
lowing is the best information which I am enabled to supply from those sources, or from 
my own recollection : — 

1. As to " reports upon the poceedings of the Guardians of the Keighley Union, and 
complaints thereon, which have been made by myself as Assistant Poor Law 
Commissioner." 

I find that on the 7th July 1838 I transmitted to the Commissioners for their information 
e copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Guardians, held on the 6th July 1838, together 
with a letter firom Mr. Spencer, the clerk, addressed to myself, and accompanying a copy of 
those minutes. 

i25- C4 ^ In 
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In my weekly report^ dated the 22d July, it is stated, that ^^ I attended the meeting of 
Keighle^ Union on the 18th of that month/' but no observations are made upon the 
pro^edmgs. 

In my weekly report, dated 3d November 1838, 1 find that I stated I bad on the 1st of 
that month, "conferred with the chairman of Keighley Union on the general progress of the 
Union, and that the operation of the law was satisfactory far beyond his expectation ; that 
the greatest difficulty occurred in collecting the rates, the new valuations not being 
comjSeted.*' 

In toy weekly report, dated 26th January 1839, I find the following report of business 
transacted on the 23d : — " Attended meeting of the Guardians of Keighlejr Union, by their 
request; full attendance of Guardians, who all continue friendly. Advice request^ on 
various points of practice. Difficulty experienced by the overseers (of Keighley) in collecting 
the rates. A new valuation not yet made; although Order issued long a^o, the Guardians 
having been disappointed by their contractors. The form of rate accordingly not yet com- 
plete in all its |)articular8 ; resistance threatened in consequence. Inspected rate, and found 
other errors, which appear, however, not to be known ; and as rate nas not been appealed 
against, advised overseer to proceed with its collection, and instructed them as to form of 
new rate. Workhouse arrangements in this Union still most unsatisfactory. After witness- 
iag the administration of relief for some hours, the Guardians asked my opinion of their pro* 
oc^ings. I told them they were far the most liberal Board in my district as to out- 
relief, which they took in a good spirit. This Union abounds still in hand-loom weavers,^ 
and the present rate of wages and price of provisions produces many difficult cases.'' 

In my weekly report, dated 29th June 1839, the following is reported as part of the 
business transacted on that day : ** Conferred with clerk of Keighley Union on progress, which 
is satisfactory." 

Jn my weekly report, dated 31st July 1839, the following report occurs of business 
transacted on the 24th of that month : ** Attended meeting of Keighley Union. Full Board of 
Guardians, to appoint a master and matron, and to discuss the propriety of increasing medical^ 
salaries. Administration of relief satisfactory ; but a new w<»rkhouse much wanted.' 

In my weekly report, dated 6th April 1840, I find the following in the report of business 
transacted on the 1st of that month : — 

** Attended meeting of Keighley Union by request. Alteration effected of the districts 
for relieving officers and assistant overseers. A great deal of distress last quarter, but 
expenditure not much increased. The stock in trade and bastardy questions much dis- 
cussed. A petition on the former subject determined upon. Much dissatisfaction expressed 
on preselit state of the bastardy law." 

In my weekly report, dated 6th August 1840, 1 find the following in the report of business 
transacted on tne 5th of that month : — 

•* Attended meeting of Keighley Union by request. Relieving: officer, Wildman, suspended 
through the state of his accounts. — See Resolutions of Guardians, and Report thereon." 

In October 1840, the Keighley Union passed from ,my superintendence to that of Mr. 
Mott, in consequence of a change of districts. ^ 

2d. — ^In reference " to the number . of my visits to the Board of Guardians of 
Keighley Union, and the dates thereof," 1 have to report as follows : 

The number of visits to the Board of Gxiardians (that is, of attendances at meetings of the 
Board) is seven, and the dates thereof are as follows : — 22d March 1837 ; 18th July 1838; 
12th September 1838; 23d January 1839; 24th July 1839 ; 1st April 1840 ; 5th August 
1840. 

As regards the interval which occurs in the above dates between the 22d of March 1837 
and the 18th July, 1 beg leave to state that up to 6th July 1838 the Union was in existence 
for registration purposes only. ■ ^ 

The first meeting of the Guardians of Keirfiley Union under the Order, to assume the 
administration of relief, was held on the 6th July. On that day I find it stated in my diary 
that I was engaged in the business of the Todmorden Union. The next meeting of the 
Guardians of Keighley Union was (by a change of the day of meeting) held on the lltb 
JulVy and on that day also I fmd it stated in my diary that I was engaged in the business 
of the Todmorden Union. 

By referring to the correspondence, I find that it was at this period that Messrs. Fielder of 
Todmorden closed their works for some days, and that attempts were made to intimidate 
t.h^ Quardians of Todmorden Union in the execution of their duty ; and I inf<^r, therefore, that 
the necepsity of my attendance on that Union, and of constantly reporting to the Commis- 
sioners the progress of events, made it impossible for me to be at Keighfey, either on tlie 
6th or the 11th July, and that I was in consequence not enabled to attend tfie Guardians 
until the meeting of the 18th of that month, the third meeting after the issue of the lielief 
Orders. 
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3d. — With regard to the number of my visits to the poor-houses of Keighley or 
Bingley^ aixl the dates thereof. * , \ 

I cannot find any record of ihe dates of such visits whatever. J 

I am enabled], however, to state from recollection^ that I twice visited the Keighley 
poor-house since the Giiaitlians assumed the administration of relief, and that! dia tlot, 
visit the Bingley poor-house, as I believe, at all since that ' period, bxit that L' had seea 
the building previously. My impression is, that the number of inmates in Binjgley poor^; 
house, during the early proceedmgs of the Union, did not exceed six or eight persons 
at any one time; and that as the house was situate four or five miles from Keighley, 
the place of meeting of the Guardians, I did not deem it necessary to inspect it per- 
sonally, not having received or heard of f^ny complaint regarding the treatment trf" thef 
inmates. ' ' * 

4th. — ^With regard to^any reports made by mi on the poor-houses of Keighley and 
Bingley. . * . * - - 

• I find m my quarterly report^ dated September 1838) it is stated ia refiiroioe to the 
Keighley -Uirion^ timt them are^** two -workhouses -in -Ae-Union> bot-thi^ -diey are not 
y^i nn^F r^latibhs,' and 'eieottve *tia a test $- that anew woiUiooieis n^cesliary^ bat 
die ptoposition las not yet been made." ' -"' '* .i> 

tii my quarterly report, dated 30th January 1839, it is stated in reference- to Kei^leJ^ 
Union, 'that *^ a new workhouse is much wanted, but the time (for proposing it) is not 
yet come; that the Guardians are friendly to the Act, but timid yet; and must have 
time.*' ^ 

There is also in the same document a report relative to the workhouses of the district,, 
applying to Keighley, as well as to other Unions in these terms: — 

, '< The. workhouse regulations have not as yet been issued to any of the Unions in i^^ 
district; ins^oaeof tbemclasfldfioatipn has. been- introduced by adaptation of thedd prpt 
mises, but .in the greater part a new Union workhouse is contemplated by tIie;adyocat^ of 
the law. In a few Unions the order to build has been issued already, but most of them jife 
waiting for a niore favourable state of public opinion on tfi'e Subject. To those Unions in 
which the adaptation of the old premises has been Tpade, the usual regulations might be 
issued; but I consider it more prudent to let the Unions recently brought into operation 
ixiake further progress before these rules are issued to the Unions which are'moreadvttnfeed.'^ 

Under this head I have also to refer to the extracts already made from the two weekly 
reports, respectively dated 23 January 1839 and 24 July. 183^, so far as the same x^at^ 
Ipth^ jvorUioMse anrangements in Keighley Union. . . . > 

6tb. — In. relerence '' to the number of inmates contained ia the two poor-h9|ii^ of 
Keighley ^^ Bingley on the formation of the Union.'* . r 

« I find on referenee to the qufuierlv abstract for the quarter ended September 1836, that 
the total number of inmates relieved in the Keighley poor-house during that quarter was 
49, and the total number relieved in Bingley poor-house during the same quarter was 10. I 
do not know what number of inmates were in those poor-houses on the Ist day of June 1842. 

. It may be well to mentimi, in conclusion of this report, some of those influences which 
Hf^ieared to me to operate in preventing the erection of a new workhouse in Keighley Uukion 
during the time it was under my supermtendence. ; 

The following appear to me to have been the principal impediments to the erection of u 
pew^ workhouse : — . . ' / 

1st* The decree of popular excitement which showed itself on the first foi;matio]a of the 
UpipQ, apd wmch chiefly regarded the arrangements adopted in Union woi'khoi^sepi f(^»tbe 
purposes of i^Ia^sifipatioB. .\ ,; 

' 2d» The late period of the introduction of the la^ into this Union, which ^hb prptract^ 
to 0)e, point of time yfiien some measures of amendment began to be agitate^ ip Pac)iafP9Qt, 
imd the consequent suspense occasioned, mpre especially in manufacturing, distric^ji 91 
regard to the future determinations of the Legislature. ., i :" :- 

ad* He bad Aacte aild still worse prospects ^ the financial affiurs of the Union, :ariiing 
vtfirough the continued depression oif tra^ and the necessary increase of expefiMliiureu ' . \ 

Notwithstanduig these disadvantages, I had hoped that the examples of the nfew work- 
houses already bmlt inthe adjoining Unions 6f Halifax and Skipton, wouljl in diie course of 
time take effect; together witn other considerations, at Keighley ; and under these cir^iiua- 
stances any outlay m enlargement or alteration of the existing hou$|^s did not appear io',me 
at that time a proper course to be recommended. \ ^''\ . 
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The following statementy derived from the printed Parliamentary Retums, shows the state 
of the parochial expenditure for three years before and three years after union in all matters 
relating to relief, the comparison being made exclusive of county-rate, r^istration or valua- 
tion expenses : — 



Ymt cndioff Bftrch 


RdieL 


Law ChargM, Iko. 


Other PmpoMt. 


TOTAU 


1836 


4,228 


167 


1,448 


5,843 


ISSd 


3,838 


269 


348 


4,455 


1837 


3,809 


221 


829 


4,859 


1838 


4,589 


155 


297 


5,041 


183d 


4,513 


166 


215 


4,894 


1840 


5,576 


150 


619 


6,445 



It is necessary to observe, that, in the above table, the year 1837 does not afford safe 
materials for comparison, in consequence of a defect occurring in the return for the township 
of Keighley for that year. 

I have, 8ic. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) A. Fewer. 



Copy of the Communication referred to in the previous Report. 

Keighley Uition. — Fibst Meeting. 

Transmitted for the information of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Manchester, 7th July 1836. (signed) A. Power. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians, held this 6th day of July 1838, — 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 25th day of June last were read and confirmed. 

Present, — ^William Ellis, Frederick Greenwood, Joseph Grreenwood and William Busfield, 
Esqrs. ; James Mitchell, Hiram Craven, John Pickard, Thomas Holmes, Samuel Sharp, 
James Hulbert, William England, Thomas Chapman, Thomas Farhell, James Gr^wood, 
William Greenwood, John faileyy William Spencer, John Rishworth. 

Ordered, — ^That the future meetings of the Guardians be held on Wednesday in each 
week, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, at the Mechanics' Institution, in Keighley. 

Ordered,— That the overseers of the poor in the several townships in the Union continue' 
to afford all necessary and proper relief to such persons as require it, until further orders 
from the Guardians. 

Ordered, — ^That Henry Alcock, Esq., banker, is appointed treasurer of this Union, and 
that he do give such security as shall be required by tne Board of Ghiardians. 

Ordered, — ^That the appointment of officers and the division of the Union into districts 
bb deferred until the next meeting. 

The marriage notice of James Morton was read. 

(signed) Wm. Ellis, Presiding Chairman. 



Keighley Union. 

Dear Sir, Keighley, 6 July 1888. 

I DULY received your letter this morning, and the same was laid before the Guardians 
at their meeting, and the subjects alluded to broughtunder their attention ; and I enclose you 
copy of the mmutes of the meeting, as requested, by which you will perceive the division of 
the Union, &c. was deferred until Wednesday next (the da^ of the week appointed for the 
future weekly meetings), in order that the Ghiardians might have the benefit of your 
attendance and suggestions, if convenient. Be so good as inform me if it will be conve- 
nient for you to attend on Wednesday next, or on any other early day. 

I am, &c., 
(signed) Geo. Spencer, 

Clerk to the Guardians. 
P. S. — I am glad to say we had a very peaceable meeting, as usual. 

A. Power, Esq., 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



It does not apnear that Mr. Mott made any Report to the Commissioners upon the pro- 
ceedinjcs of the Board of Guardians of the KeieUev Union prior to 13th of Anril 1842. 
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IN regard to the number of times Mr. Power visited the said Board, and the poor-houses 
of Keighley and Bingley, and the dates thereof, and of the reports he has made thereon, 
see his Report of July last, above 'set forth. 

Mr. Mott appears to have visited the Board of Guardians on the 24th day of March 
1841, but there is no report from him to the Commissioners in reference to the poor-houses 
of Keighley and Bingley prior to the Idth of April 1842. 



AS to the Number of Inmates in the poor-houses at Keighley and Bingley, the Clerk to 
the Guardians of the said Union has reported to the Commissioners as follows : — 





InniatM 
at 

tbe Formatioii of 
the Union. 


Inmatet 
ontho 


^ 


iBt of June 1842. 


Keighley Workhouse 

Bingley - - ditto . - . 


46 
12 


61 
66 


Totals - - - 


67 


- 117 
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POOR LAW (LIVERPOOL). 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commoni, 
dated S2 March 1849;— /or, 



COPIES of the STATEMENT of Grounds for the Exemption of the 
Parish of Liverpool from Administration by a Board of Guardians, for- 
warded to the Seci-etary of State for the Home Department by the Church- 
wardens and Guardians of the Parish of Liverpool ; and of the Report of 
Mr. JHott and of the Poor Law Commissioners on that Statement ; and of the 
Answer of the Churchwardens and Overseers to Mr. Mott^s Statement; and 
of the Further Statements, if any, of Mr. Mott. 



Mliy mV} S. M. PHILLIPPS. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed^ 4 May 1848. 



Grounds for the Exemption of the Parish of Liverpool from Administration 
by a Board of Guardians, under the Poor Law Amendment Act ; the Afiairs 
of the Parish having been administered for Twenty Years by a Select Vestry, 
openly elected under Sturges Boume^s Act^ 59 Geo. III. c. 12. 



SO long as it was stated to be the intention of Government to effect the 
iatrcxluctionr of the^ new Poor Law into every parish in the kingdom, so as 
to have one uniform system of Poor Law administration, it seemed unreasonable 
for any particular parish, however satisfactory the administration of the Poor 
Law vrithin it may have been, to ask that it might be made an exception to all 
the re^t of the kingdom ; but the proposed uniformity of the law has been 
abandoned : every parish possessing a local Act is to be exempt without reference 
to the mode in which the Poor Law may have been administered there ; so that 
the only cogent argument against the exception of particular parishes, which can 
prove by the test of experience that they are capable of self-government, is done 
away. We therefore contend, that the parish of Liverpool has stronger grounds 
for exemption than any other parish in the kingdom. 

In the first place, it has proved to the satisfaction of everybody competent to 
form an opinion on the subject, that it is quite equal to the art of self-govern- 
ment ; that its rates have been uniformly low [S^e Statement annexed] for many 
years, and yet its poor have been humanely treated. 

In the second place, Liverpool is more peculiarly situated as to the casual 
poor than any other parish in the kingdom ; two-fifiths, at least, of the labouring 
population of the parish are Irishmen, another fifth are Scotchmen, Manxmen, or 
Welshmen. These marry, and have children bom within the parish ; an illness 
overtakes one of the parents, and application is made to the parish for relief. 
This is granted) and after. a temporary amount of out-door relief, the parent 

982. A recovers. 
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recovers, and resumes his labour, and all gpe^ on well. But if out-door relief 
may not be granted in such cases, the parish would be in constant turmoil. If, 
for instance, the Irish, Scotch, and Isle of Man parents with any children born 
in their parents' native country, must be removed from Liverpool, and those born 
in Liverpool must be sent to the workhouse, independently of the out-cry and 
positive evil which would result from such a breaking up of families, the actual 
expense to which the parish would be put would be increased in a manifold 
degree. 

The present workhouse is on a very large scale, for it contains, on an average 
throughout the year, 1,7^0 to 1,800 individuals. Besides which, the average 
number of families receiving out-door relief exceeds 2,000 per week, and if each 
family be computed at four, or four and a half, it will be seen that the workhouse 
imiat be thrice as large as the present, if out-door relief is to be discontinued. 
But if it be said, that in a parish like Liverpool in-door relief will npt be 
insisted upon, then there seems to be no reason for taking the administration 
of the Poor Law out of the hands of the select vestry, who have exercised a 
careful and sound discretion as to the individuals receiving in-door or out*door 
relief. 

The parish of Liverpool contains from 36,000 to 38,000 separate assessments, 
and as new property is every year springing up, it has been found convenient 
and useful to employ a respectable surveyor to survey and assess the new 
property, so as to keep the whole property as nearly as possible at one uniform 
rate. At a recent meeting of the Guardians, Mr. Mott, the Assistant Poor Law 
Commissioner, stated that the expense of such partial assessment could not be 
allowed. 

In th6 present arrangement of the duties of the parochial officers of Liverpool 
there has been a judicious apportionment of labour to each ; under the system 
of the Board of Guardians, it seems to be intended to heap upon the shoulders 
of one individual, in the character of clerk to the Guardians, a heterogeneoua mass 
of duties, which no one man could properly perform in such a parish as Liverpool; 
and in addition, the office of superintendent registrar devolves to him of right, 
under the Act for the r^^tering og births and burials. The pfllce of super- 
intendent registrar, in a place like Liverpool, furnishes sufficient employment for 
one individual, and the present holder of the office has executed its duties in a 
most satisfactory manner, and the Dissenters will certainly feel much aggrieved 
by his removal from office ; yet his removal is inevitable, if the parish of Liver- 
pool be not exempted from the new Poor Law, as to the administration of its 
afiairs by a Board of Guardians. 

In the next place, there has been a great saving to the parish by paying the 
land-tax, which amounts only to 99/. and a fraction, out of the poor-rate, instead 
pf collecting from house to house the inconveniently small sums into which it 
would be apportioned over the town, the truth of which will appear to any one, 
when he is told that a rate upon the inhabitants of the parish of Liverpool, of one 
faii;hing in the pounds would be Seven times as much as the land-tax fbr the 
whole parish amounts to. The same motive of economy to the parish has led 
to the use of one rate-book for poor-rate, church-rate, and assessed taxes, with 
separate columns applicable to each, but we are now informed that there must 
be a distinct rate for land-tax, and that the books, as to poor-rate, must not 
contain any other matter, however distinctly they may be kept by columns or 
other arrangement. 

In short, the introduction of the Board of Guardians here would be the 
overturning of a parish now at peace, to the advantage of neither rich nor poor. 
The change is not only not wanted, but it is not adapted to such a parish. 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Rates for the Relief of the Poor of the Parish of Liverpool during 
the Administration of the Select Vestry^ and Ten Years previous. 
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6 2 


1830 
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5 



^ The advance in 1832, 1833, and 1834 was inevitable, from the increased expenditure in 
consequence of the cholera. 



(10,666 B.) 

Poor Law Commission OflSce, Somerset House, 
Sir, 14 October 1841. 

In compliance with the instructions to the Poor Law Commissioners in 
Mr. Phillipps's letter of the 18th of August, to report to you upon certiun 
objections to placing Liverpool under a Board of Guardians, which objections 
were contained in a printed paper therewith transmitted, the Commissioners 
sent the printed paper in question to Mr. Mott, and directed him to furnish 
them with his remarks thereon. 

I have now the honour of forwarding to you a copy of the Report which the 
Commissioners have received from Mr. Mott in reference to this subject. 

The printed paper transmitted to the Commissioners is without signature, 
date, or printer's name, and does not purport to represent the opinions of any 
determinate person, or body of persons, either in Liverpool or elsewhere. It 
will be seen from Mr. Mott's Report that he was unable to obtain any infor- 
mation with respect to its source ; and it is stated in Mr. Eckerslev's letter to 
Mr. Mott (of which a copy is appended to Mr. Mott's Report)^ that he had 
never seen or heard of the paper before he saw the copy shown to him by Mr. 
Mott ; that he is quite sure it has not emanated from any body of rate^payers 
assembled, either in vestry or otherwise, in Liverpool ; that he can give no 
information as to its author, and that it did not proceed either from the late 
select vestry or the present Board of Guardians. Mr. Eckersley, it should be 
observed, was secretary to the late select vestry, and is now clerk to the Board 
of Guardians. 

The arguments contained in the printed papers are, for the most part, 
founded on misconceptions of the law, and of the nature of the change which 
the introduction of the Poor Law Amendment Act into Liverpool has effected. 
It is unnecessary for the Commissioners to trouble you with a more detailed 
refutation of them tlian that which has been furnished by Mr. Mott in his 
Report. 

1 he Commissioners will, however, take advantage of the present opportunity 
to lay before you a short statement of their grounds for placing Liverpool under 
a Board of Guardians, and their reasons for thinking that the measure has been 
on the whole successful. 

232. A 2 In 
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In the autumn of 1840 nearly the entire manufacturing district of Lancashire 
had been formed into unions under the Poor Law Amendment Act, with the 
exception of the large towns. These had been left under their former manage- 
ment, on account of the many difficulties which they presented* and it was 
thought that their omission would facilitate the workmg of the new law. 
The Commissioners, however, found that, while the leading places of the manu* 
facturing district of Lancashire remained under the old mode of management, 
it was difficult to administer the law successfully in the neighbouring unions, 
which had been formed and put in operation. Accordingly the Commissioners 
in last autumn represented to the Marquess of Normanby the expediency of 
completing the union arrangements in Lancashire, and received his consent to 
the step. 

In the course of the winter the Commissioners put the Bury Union (which 
had previously existed merely for registration purposes) into operation for the 
administration of relief j they likewise formed the Manchester Union, and 
placed the parish of Liverpool under a Board of Guardians, elected according 
to the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

The Commissioners have had no serious obstacle to contend with in the 
formation or management of the Manchester Union, although an attempt was 
made to impede the first election of Guardians by proposing a large number of 
candidates. The Commissioners indeed are not aware of any union in the 
kingdom which has worked in a more satisfactory manner than the Manchester 
Union. The Guardians are now in treaty for a large piece of groimd, intended 
as the site for a union school, and they will probably unite with the Chorlton 
Union for the purpose, if the clauses for the formation of district schools, which 
passed the House of Commons in last session, should be revived in the next 
session of Parliament. 

With respect to the placing of Liverpool under the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, more uneasiness was expressed than in the case of Manchester. A depu- 
tation came to London from Liverpool in last winter, with whom the Commis- 
sioners had several interviews. The objections of this deputation were, how- 
ever, (as far as the Commissioners can recollect,) principally directed against 
the machinery for the election of Guardians, and they were made before tlie 
Guardians had been elected, and in the expectation that the election would be 
contested. But the election passed over without a contest, so that the antici^ 
pated evils did not arise. 

Since that time the Commissioners have not received, either by deputation 
or letter, any general complaint respecting the administration of the Poor Law 
by a Board of Guardians in Liverpool, and they have no reason to suppose that 
the management of the Guardians has not on the whole been satisfactory both 
to the rate-payers and poor of that town. The Commissioners, moreover, 
believe that the large expenditure and extensive system of relief requisite in 
Liverpool afford strong reasons for expecting that much benefit will be derived 
from the more regular and legal mode of administration introduced under the 
new law. 

The Commissioners, however, are conscious that one important difficulty 
does exist with respect to the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act in 
Liverpool. That difficulty is unconnected with the relief of the poor, and arises 
from the complexity of the arrangements necessary for conducting the election of 
Guardians under the present law in a district containing a population of 223,178 
souls. A similar difficulty likewise exists in the township of Manchester, which 
contains a population of 190,136 souls ; and has existed for some years in the 
parish of Lambeth, and other large metropolitan parishes, which have been for 
some time under the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act. The Com- 
missioners believe that the power of dividing parishes into wards for electoral 
purposes, which was introduced into the Poor Law Bill of last session (though 
the clauses did not come on for discussion), would go far to obviate this objec- 
tion^ and they think that the subject is one which will properly be considered 
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(10,666 B.) 
Gentlemen, Manchester, 4 October 1841. 

In pursuance of a letter from your Board, dated SOth ultimo, inclosing a 
printed statement of '* Grounds for the exemption of the Parish of Liverpool 
from administration by a Board of Guardians, under the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act,'* and requiring me to furnish the Commissioners with any observa- 
tions which I may have to offer on the statement and objections contained in 
the printed paper alluded to, I have the honour to report, that the paper not 
being an official or authorised document, having neither date nor printer's name 
attached to it, I am unable to inform the Board from what source the objec- 
tions arise, or how to appreciate the motives of the author of these objections. 
. I annex a letter which I have received from Mr. Eckersley, the clerk to the 
Guardians, who was also secretary to the select vestry, by which it will be 
seen that the statement has not proceeded from the vestry, or any public 
meeting at Liverpool; and the Guardians, at their meeting, on Monday^ 
27th September, disclaimed all knowledge of it. 

With the objections enumerated in the statement I have no difficulty in 
dealing, for they have obviously been drawn up by some person quite unac* 
quainted either with the provisions of the new Poor Law, or with the per- 
ceedings of the Commissioners in carrying them into operation. 

1st. It is not true, for example, that every parish possessing a local Act is 
to be exempt, without reference to the mode in which the Poor Law may have 
been administered. Without referring to the metropolitan Ideal Act parishes 
in proof of the advantages of the new law, I may instance the town of Man- 
chester, where, notwithstanding the local Act, the new law has been introduced 
with the greatest possible prospect of advantage to the rate-payers and the 
poor. 

2d. It is no proof of economical or good management that the rate or assess- 
ment is low on the annual value of the property. The rental of the town of 
Liverpool is very large, arising from the wharfs and warehouses ; and thus it 
would appear by the printed statement, that a rate of one farthing in the pound 
upon the present net rental would raise 7OO/., and hence the rate of 1^. 5d. per 
pound will raise the large sum of 47,600/. 

3d. The account showing the amount of rates previous to and since the 
administration of the select vestry, embracing a period of SO years, is fallacious, 
and affi)rds no ground whatever to judge of the comparative economy of the 
parochial management. The author of the statement appears to have forgotten 
or concealed the fact, that since the select vestry was formed, an increase of 
nearly one-third has taken place in the gross annual value of the property 
assessed to the poor-rates in Liverpool. 

The assessment^ moreover, was then 57 per cent, only on the gross rental, 
whereas the property is now assessed at 85 per cent, on the value. 

The select vestry of Liverpool was doubtless composed of most respectable 
men, but, acting upon mistaken views of their power, they have, from time to 
time, incurred, and charged to the poor-rate, expenses of large aggregate 
amount, for purposes not sanctioned by the law. 

4th. By the printed statement of the annual accounts of the parish of Liver- 
pool, for three years ending 25th March 1841, which I have annexed to this 
Report, it will be seen that independent of the cost of an expensive staff of 
management, the law expenses, charges for Parliamentary business, and other 
matters not recognised by any statute, amount, in three years, to 4,798/. 18^. 4^., 
in which is included 7OO /. 16 ^., the cost of deputations to London. 

5th. The second objection raised in the printed paper, namely, that the 
population is a mixed one of Irish, Scotch, Welch, and Manxmen, and that 
numerous casual applications for relief occur, is, I humbly submit, one of the 
strongest reasons for adopting a different system. It will not be difficult to 
prove that this branch of the law in Liverpool has become in far too extensive 
to insure its due performance by irresponsible and uncontrolled officers, and 
circumstances would not justify the belief that these important arrangements 
have been conducted with that care and attention, which I believe the select 
vestry desired. There were seven inquests held last year in Liverpool on the 
bodies of persons, in each of which the jury returned a verdict of died from the 
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want of the common necessaries of life. Now, although I believe it would be 
unjust to attribute these deatiis to intentional neglect, I believe the superior 
vigilance enforced by the provi3ions of the new Poor Law, and the rules of the 
Commissioners, will prevent a recurrence of such distressing circumstances, and 
I am borne out in this opinion by the fact, that in the last half year, during 
which the Board of Guardians has been in operation, not one similar case has 
occurred- 

The anticipated diflBculties, as regards the casual relief and removals, are 
therefore only imaginary, and will be found not to arise in practice. 

6th. What I stated in reference to the cost of surveying and assessing the 
new property appears to have been misunderstood. I explained that the 
charges hitherto incurred for these purposes were not sanctioned by any sta- 
tute ; that by the old Uw the churchwardens and overseers were bound to make 
the b^st assessment they could without charge to the parishioners, but that by 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, such charges could be legally incurred under 
the sanction of the Board of Guardians and the Poor Law Commissioners. 

7th. As regards the workhouse accommodation, I beg to state, that the parish 
of Liverpool (or town), according to the census just taken, contains a popula- 
tion of 222,78?. 

To insure a sound state of management, and to be enabled to meet contingen- 
cies, all towa populatioQS should have workhpuse room for not less than one and 
a half per cent, on the population ; this would require in Liverpool accommoda- 
tion for 3^800 persons : now Liverpool. workhouse will not properly accommodate 
1,700 persons, and consequently the inmates have already been much crowded, 
and the want of additional room has been the subject of repeated complaints 
from the medical officers, the governor of the workhouse, and the select vestry. 

8tb. The select vestry had for a long time seen the necessity of enlarging the 
workhouse, but had postponed the consideration of it, thinking that the new 
Poor Law would enaUe the guardians to raise the requisite amount at once, 
and thereby avoid the opposition and odium which invariably attend such 
attempts at a public vestry. 

9tli. In reference to the mode of collecting the rates, the churchwardens and 
overseers hjive been informed by your Board that the Guardians will not inter- 
fere with the rate-books, or the manner of keeping the churchwardens* and 
overseers- accounts. The mode adopted in Liverpool, however, is by no means 
a good one, and I am not without hope that the introduction of improved 
arrangements, under the Board of Guardians, will suggest a more satistactory 
plan of collecting the rates. 

10th. The transfer of the duties of superintendent registrar would naturally 
occasion some discontent and dissatisfaction from the late superintendent regis- 
trar and his friends, but all experience proves the advantage of having th^e 
duties performed by the clerk to the guardians ; the facilities thus afforded of 
obtaining at any time official returns are obvious. I have not heard that any 
particular dissatisfaction has been expressed by the Dissenters at the change of 
officers. The registrars of marriages are the appointments in which the Dis- 
senters feel chiefly interested, and in the appointment of his registrar of mar- 
riages, I believe the clerk has endeavoured to study the feelings of the 
Dissenters. 

11th. I have heard many expressions of satisfaction by the influential rate- 
payers of Liverpool at tlie change, on the ground that the late superintendent 
registrar was himself a Dissenter, whilst the present clerk to the Guardians is a 
member of the Church of £ngland. The consequence has been, that the cler- 
gymen of the Church of England are now reconciled, and act in concert with 
the superintendent registrar. 

l^th. The best answer I can give to the fear expressed that the introduction 
of a Board of Guardians in Liverpool would overturn the peace of the parish, 
is that a Board of Guardians has been introduced ; that it has been in operation 
nearly six months, without the least interruption from any quarter ; and the 
Guardians moreover have acknowledged the inefficiency of their workhouse and 
other arrangements, and have expressed their determination to remedy the evils 
so justly complained of, by altering and extending the present workhouse, and 
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by building a new establishment, to educate and maintain the f>auper childnsn 
free from the contamination of the adult paupers. 

In conclusion, I feel justified in adding, that considering the magnitude of the 
town, and the importance of the interests to be protected, there is no place iu 
England that more requires the salutary checks and control of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act than the parish of Liverpool, and I am quite satisfied that a 
large majority of the rate-payers are favourable to its provisions. 

I have, &c, 
(signed) Chas. Mott. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



Dear Sir, Town Office Liverpool, 28 September 184L 

In reference to the printed statement, headed ^* Grounds for the exemption of 
the Parish of Liverpool from administration by a Board of Guardians, under the 
Poor Law Amendment Act," I have to state that it is the first time I have either 
seen or heard of it, and am quite sure it has not emanated from any body of 
rate-payers either in vestry or otherwise assembled in Liverpool. I can give 
no information where, or by whom it has been written ; the subject has never 
been mooted at a B<»rd of Guardians, nor did it come from the late select 
vestry, as had it done so, my situation as secretary to that Board must have made 
me acquainted with it 
- I will forward you the returns you request so soon as they can be made out. • 

I am, &c. 
(signed) James Eckersky^ 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 
Charles Mott, Esq. 



(10,666 B.) 
Sir, Liverpool, IS November 1841. 

The letter of the Poor Law Commissioners of the date of the 14th October 
1841, having been transmitted to us, accompanied by a copy of Mr. Mott's 
observations upon a printed paper, which originated with, ourselves, entitled, 
*^ Grounds for the exemption of the Parish of Liverpool from administration 
by a Board of Guardians, under the Poor Law Amendment Act,'' we take leave 
to answer Mr. Mott's observations, to subjoin some remarks upon the letter of 
the Poor Law Commissioners, and to conclude with suggesting the heads of a 
Bill which we conceive would be best adapted to the exigencies of the parish of 
LiverpooL 

Mr. Mott alleges that the printed statement was drawn up by some person 
obviously unacquainted either with the provisions of the new Poor Law, or with 
the proceedings of the Commissioners in carrying them into operation. We 
admit that it was hastily prepared, before the new Poor Law Act came into 
operation in this parish, yet now that we have had experience of the working 
of the law in Liverpool, we mean to abide by the truth of the general repre- 
sentations which the statement contains. 

Mr. Mott's first proof of mistake in the statement is as follows : ^^ It is not 
true, for example, that everv parish possessing a local Act is to be exempt, without 
reference to the mode in which the Poor Law may have been administered," and 
instead of proceeding to show in what the inaccuracy consists, he makes a 
rapid transition to the advantages of the new law in metropolitan parishes, and at 
Manchester, notwithstanding their local Acts. Now, the question was qot whe- 
ther the old or new law were the preferable one in parishes having local Acts, 
but whether, owing to the oppositij3n manifested to the introduction of the new 
Poor Law Act in places having local Acts, the Government had declared its 
intention to abandon the introduction of the new Poor Law in all parishes hav- 
ing local Acts. We assert, not only from the ordinary channels of information, 
but from direct communication with the members for Liverpool on the subject, 
that Lord John Russell declared such to be the intention of Government, nay, 
more, that he introduced a clause in his Bill for effecting that purpose ; and the 
argument founded upon it was simply this, that since the Government was pre- 
pared to exempt from the operation of the new law places that possess local 
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Acts, without reference to their capacity for self-government, a parish like 
Liverpool, which has proved itself to be equal to the task of self-government 
had a superior title to exemption. 

' Mr. Mott's second proposition is, that it is no proof of economical or good 
management that the poor-rate is low, for he adds that the rental is large, arising 
from wharfs and warehouses. It is most true that the rental or assessment 
value of the property liable to poor-rate in the parish of Liverpool is very con- 
siderable, the rate-book containing upwards of 38,000 separate assessments, and 
the total amount exceeding 845,000 /. ; yet we apprehend that if a parish possess 
the ordinary proportion of poor inhabitants, and for a series of years an invaria- 
bly low poor-rate, the presumption is that its affairs are economically administered. 
That Liverpool has its full proportion of pauper inhabitants appears from Mr. 
Mott's fifth observation, where he states that the relief to casual poor in Liver- 
pool, in its mixed population of Irish, Scotch, Welsh and Manxmen, has become 
far too extensive to insure its due performance by irresponsible and uncon- 
trolled officers. 

The next proposition is, that the amount of rates previous to and since the 
administration of the select vestry, embracing a period of 30 years, is fallacious, 
an increase of nearly one-third having taken place in the gross annual value of 
the property assessed to the poor-rates in Liverpool, and the assessment being 
then 57 /. per cent, on the gross rental, whereas it is now 85 1, per cent. 

The Report of the select vestry in 1826, which contains a summary of the 
collection for several years, states that the rates had been laid at the full value, 
but that the collections amounted to 671. per cent, previous to the select 
vestry system, and subsequently the collections had been improved to 75/. per 
cent. Admitting, however, that the amount in the pound for poor-rate is of 
certain criterion, we apprehend that the sums actually received in respect no 
poor-rate year by year will be an infallible guide in the consideration of this 
question ; and we therefore subjoin a Table showing the total amount collected 
in respect of the poor-rate in each year from the year 1818, three years before 
the select vestry system was established, down to the present time, to which we 
have added columns showing the average weekly number of the in-door poor, 
and the average weekly number of out-door families relieved during the same 
period. 



TEAR. 


AVEKAOE 
WEEKLY NUMBER 

OF 
IN-DOOR POOR. 


AVERAGE 

WEEKLY NUMBER 

OF 


TOTAL 
RATE 




OUT-DOOR FAMILIES 
RELIEVED. 


COLLECTED. 








£. 


1818 


1,578 


3,648 


71,535 


1819 


1,562 


3,553 


62,821 


1820 


1,492 


3,223 


66,379 


1821 


1,342 


2,433 


60,047 


1822 


1,142 


1,719 


39,819 


1823 


1,009 


1,435 


40,221 


1824 


1,020 


1,348 


36,134 


1825 


1,037 


1,321 


40,344 


1826 


1,314 


1,236 


45,745 


1827 


1,439 


1,168 


44,782 


1828 


1,411 


1,070 


45,220 


1829 


1,533 


1,291 


41,334 


1830 


1,606 


1,442 


40,590 


1831 


1,648 


1,635 


40,907 


1832 


1,791 


1.980 


46,021 


1833 


1,779 


2,183 


72,41914 
60,801/ 


1834 


1,750 


2,199 


1835 


1,679 


2,232 


46,083 


1836 


1,667 


2,158 


39,615 


1837 


1,804 


2,182 


42,834 


1838 


1,728 


2,131 


42,835 


1839 


1,726 


2,207 


48,136 


1840 


1,793 


2,429 


43,540 



^ The extra expense these years was occasioned by the cholera 
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Mr. Mott is no doubt correct in his statement, that since the select vestry 
\vas formed an increase of nearly one-third has taken place in the gross annual 
value of the property assessed to the poor-rates in Liverpool, but the popula- 
tion has increased in a still greater ratio* 

Thus the population of Liverpool by the census of 1811 was - 94,876 

By the census of 18^1 118,972 

By the census of 1831 165,175 

And by that of 1841 223,178 

By a comparison of the foregoing Table it will be seen that the average 
expenditure under the select vestry system has scarcely exceeded two-thirds of 
the average amount expended before that system commenced, although the 
population has nearly doubled itself since that period. 

Mr. Mott concludes his third head by a sweeping allegation, that the select 
vestry have from time to time incurred, and charged to the poor-rate, expenses 
of large aggregate amount not sanctioned by the law. On this subject he 
enlarges under the fourth head, alleging that for three years previous to the 
25th March 1841, there had been an expenditure in law business and other 
matters, not recognised by any statute, of the sum of 4,798/. I85. 4rf., in which 
is included 7OO/. I65., the cost of deputations to London. We regret that a 
gentleman holding the ofBce of Assistant Poor Law Commissioner should have 
Sfallen into inaccuracies on the subject of this expenditure, particularly when 
the nature of it had been much discussed, and also when the most minute 
details under each head of legal expenditure were at the command of that 
gentleman. The sum alluded to, Mr. Mott should in fairness have stated, com- 
prehends the expense of all legal business relating to the parish during those 
years ; for instance, all orders of removal, all orders in bastardy, the orders of 
removal by pass to Ireland and Scotland, all orders in lunacy, appointment of 
overseers, overseers' bonds, parish indentures, legal matters arising upon the 
overseers' parliamentary and municipal lists, and all cases of appeal, both as to 
removals and poor-rates ; and these charges are, it is conceived, authorised by 
statute. The other items not falling under those heads, were sums of money 
expended not only by the order of the parishioners in public vestry assembled, 
but were incurred for purposes which, in the opinion of the legal authorities of 
the parish, as well as of the rate-payers, materially affected the rate-payers 
themselves ; and the accounts of this particular expenditure were not only 
audited in the usual manner, but were examined, discussed, and allowed at the 
annual vestry of the parishioners, any of whom could then have objected to the 
accounts, and by an appeal have caused them, if unfounded and illegal, to have 
been disallowed. 

Under this head Mr. Mott insinuates that the staff for management was very 
expensive under the select vestry system, and yet on his first attendance at 
the Board of the select vestry Mr. Mott expressed his surprise at the smallness 
of the staff of officers employed in the affairs of the parish. Nay, since the 
appointment of the Board of Guardians he has made additions to the staff, at 
an annual expense to the parish of 3301., and further additions, it is stated, are 
required to carry out the machinery of his system ; and it will be seen subse- 
quently that the staff of officers under the select vestry were under more direct 
control and responsibility than the relieving officers and assistants now are 
under the Board of Guardians and the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Mr. Mott's fifth branch is the one to which we have adverted, viz. that the 
mixed population of Liverpool, and the numerous applications for casual relief, 
are in his judgment strong reasons for adopting a different system ; and he adds, 
" It will not be difficult to prove that this branch of the law in Liverpool, has 
become far too extensive to insure its due performance by irresponsible and 
uncontrolled officers, and circumstances would not justify the belief that these 
important arrangements have been conducted with that care and attention^ 
which 1 believe the select vestry desired. There were seven inquests held last 
year in Liverpool on the bodies of persons, in each of which the jury returned 
a verdict of * Died from the want of the common necessaries of life.* Now, 
although I believe it to be unjust to attribute these deaths to intentional 
neglect, I believe the superior vigilance enforced by the provisions of the new 
Poor l^w, and the Kules of the Commissioners, will prevent a recurrence of 
such distressing circumstances, and I am borne out in this opinion by the fact, 
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that in the last half year, during which the Board of Guardians has been in 
operation, not one similar case has occurred." 

We are extremely sorry that in the discharge of our duty we are compelled 
to say that the statements made by the Assistant Commissioner as to these in- 
quests are of a nature which, in our opinion, subject that gentleman to severe 
animadversion, inasmuch as we shall show that they are disingenuous, and that 
they did not, in the mind of the Commissioner himself, furnish any ground for 
the condemnation of the select vestry, which Mr. Molt evidently desires to 
fasten on them, as wanting in vigilance or attention to the sufferings of the 
poor. Mr. Mott's statement, stripped of all circumlocution, as we understand 
It, is to this effect : 

" Within the last year seven persons died in Liverpool for want of the com- 
mon necessaries of life. I do not charge this upon the select vestry as arising 
from their culpable negligence, but from their not having so vigilant a system 
as exists under the new Poor Law^ for the latter has been in operation in Liver- 
pool for six months, and there has been no death there in that time, from the 
same cause." We shall not stop to question Mr. Motf s accuracy, in saying 
that the new Poor I^w has been in operation during the last six months, when 
in fact, as to relief, it has only been in operation about three ; nor even shall we 
dwell upon the fact that the summer and autumn months of the year are not 
the prooable months for deaths to arise from starvation; but giving him 
the benefit of all he has stated in these respects, we will proceed to compare 
Mr. Mott's foregoing statement with what he has said on another occasion 
with respect to these same seven inquests at Liverpool. During the late 
session of Parliament^ Dr. Bowring, the Member for Bolton, alleged in the 
House of Commons that a death had occurred at Bolton (which is under the new 
Poor Law Act) from starvation. Mr. Mott was in consequence instructed to 
proceed to Bolton and report upon the case. Mr. Mott visited Bolton and went 
into evidence, and declared that the Board of Guardians or their officers were 
not subject to any imputation, and in the course of his report he commented 
upon the facility with which coroner's juries came to the verdict ** Died from 
want,** and observed, ^* It is to be lamented that yerdicts should be given imply- 
ing such awful neglect of duty as that of allowing a fellow-creature to die of 
want without the most satisfactory corroborative evidence ;" and after alluding 
to the Bolton case, and to. a verdict recently, given at Manchester, Mr. Mott 
proceeds as follows : ^* In the town of Liverpool last year no less than seven 
different verdicts by coroner's juries declared the persons to have * died from the 
want of the necessaries of life.' On investigation it turned out that in five 
cases out of the seven money was found on the person, and one was the case of 
a young man of wild, dissipated habits, who was at the time of his death, and 
had been for some weeks previously, living with his father, a respectable man at 
Liverpool, and in neither case had any application been made to the parochial 
authorities for assistance. No man could fairly charge the select vestry of 
Liverpool with cruelty or inattention in these cases, for they had never been 
brought under the notice of the officers/' Hence the seven coroner's inquests 
at Liverpool are in Mr. Mott's hands made to serve two purposes. If he wish to 
acquit a Board of Guardians in a union from supposed neglect, where a poor 
creature is alleged to have died from starvation, Mr. Mott has the seven Liver- 
pool verdicts as proof of the facility with which these verdicts are given, he 
himself wholly exculpating the select vestry from any want of attention, in 
these cases ; and yet when Mr. Mott wishes to condemn the select vestry system 
in Liverpool, and to establish the new Poor Law in its stead, he brings forward 
these verdicts as if given upon due consideration, and as if the deaths might 
have been averted if a mure vigilant system had prevailed in the parish ! 

Mr. Mott concludes the 5th proposition by saying, that " the anticipated 
difficulties as regards the casual relief and removals are therefore imaginary, 
and will be found not to arise in practice." 

We will take leave to examine this in point of fact. 

The select vestry, consisting of 20 rate-payers, were divided into five sub- 
committees, or quorums, as they were called, of four members. £ach quorum 
had its own day, and the days of sitting of the different quorums were Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Tuesday being, the board-day for 
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the general meetings of the whole select vestry, and the day set apart for the 
payment of the poor belonging to distant parishes receiving relief froip thejr 
own parishes through the overseers of Liverpool. A quorum did not sit on that 
day, but the churchwardens and overseers, who under the old system were 
eX'Officio members of the select vestry, made a point of attending on Tuesdays, 
and afler the breaking up of the quorums on other days, to assist the relieving 
officers in cases of urgency, so that every care was taken to leave as little as 
possible to the discretion of the paid officers. Before these daily quorums of 
the select vestry all cases (except those of urgent casual relief, and they were 
reported upon and visited the next day) were beard and investigated. The 
men)bers were punctual in attendance, and the cases, ranging from 1.10 to 200 
each morning, were disposed of in about four hours. Under the more vigilant 
system of the Board ot Guardians, as Mr. Mott would wish us to believe, their 
first act was to reduce the number of days for the hearing of cases from five days 
to three, with what object, unless it is to afford the clerk of the Guardians the 
other days in the week to prosecute the business of his other office of superin- 
tendent registrar, we cannot surmise ; but being reduced, however, to three 
days, the amount of work is so considerably increased each day, that the Guar- 
dians cannot stay the requisite time, and frequently the relieving officer is left 
to administer relief at his single discretion and judgment, an amount of power 
which in other hands might be most dangerous. And not only is tte parish 
thus less secure than under the old system as to the application of the poor-rates, 
but the paupers themselves are greatly inconvenienced by this substitution of 
three days for five for attending to their cases, as they are frequently kept 
waiting nearly the whole day before they can obtain relief. 

Again, the monthly, quarterly, and half-yearly cards, by which relief was 
granted upon the vestry system to particular individuals for a stated period, 
were stopped at the expiration of the time mentioned in the card, until the 
pauper attended in person before the vestry, in order to prevent imposition ; but 
now the cards are renewed upon the representation of the new relieving officer 
alone, and without the salutary check of personal investigation by the guardians. 
In a previous portion of this letter we have alluded to the present mode of re- 
lieying the poor as less vigilant and less under control than when relief was 
administered under the system of the select vestry, and we may here assert, in 
addition to the proof already adduced, that one of the relieving officers has de- 
clared that the present system presents facilities for fraud which did not exist 
when the select vestry sat every day in the week, and in person superintended 
the inquiries as to the state of the applicant and as to the particular mode of 
relief adopted. With respect to the assessment, as Mr. Mott states that he 
has been misunderstood, and we were not present when the observation was 
made, we do not press it ; but we take the opportunity of calling your attention 
to the very insufficient state of the law as it now stands with respect to assess- 
ment. By the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. QQ^ the Poor Law Commissioners, upon repre- 
sentation of a Board of Guardians, or from the majority of the churchwardens 
and overseers, that a fair estimate for the poor-rate could not be made without 
a new valuation, are empowered to order a survey, with or without a map, of the 
hereditaments liable to poor-rates in such parish, and to charge the expense of 
the survey upon the poor-rate. But that Act does not appear to sanction a survey 
of part of the parish only, and it is a survey of part only, and not of the whole, 
that is ordinarily wanted in a parish like Liverpool. Thus a survey of new 
buildings and of important additions to old property, we have been able to 
accomplish at a cost of about 200/. a year, whereas an entire survey of the parish 
could not be made at a less cost than from 1,000/. to 1,500/.; and if that 
expense Were incurred within six months afterwards, a survey of new property 
and a revision of part of the old would be necessary to insure any approach to 
uniformity of assessment. To suppose for a moment that honorary officers like 
churchwardens and overseers should be themselves at the trouble of guessing at 
the value of property liable to the rate, is in the highest degree unreasonable 
and absurd, and yet Mr. Mott treats it as their duty, unless they should obtain 
the sanction of the Board of Guardians and Poor Law Commissioners to a 
survey, meaning of course a survey of the whole parish under the Act of Parlia- 
ment just adverted to. 

With respect to Mr. Mott's 7th and 8th propositions, we do not deny that 
additional accommodation is necessary at the workhousCf It has been under 
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the consideration and discussion of the select vestry for a length of time, and 
would have been undertaken some years ago if the select vestry and the parish 
had been assured that they would not have been interfered with by the intro- 
duction of the new Poor Law into the parish, and we are quite sure that the 
parishioners will be ready to meet any requisite and judicious outlay in this 
respect. 

As to the 9th proposition, it is true that the churchwardens and overseers 
have been informed by Mr. Mott that the collection of the rates and the over- 
seers' accounts will not be interfered with ; but we do not feel that we have any 
reasonable assurance that our system will not be even capriciously interfered 
with ; indeed, that an early tampering with the system will be expected, appears 
from Mr. Mott's second observation in No. 9 : 

** The mode adopted in Liverpool, however, is by no means a good one, and 
I am not without hopes that the introduction of improved arrangements, under 
the Board of Guardians, will suggest a more satisfactory plan of collecting the 
rates.*' 

We take leave, however, to state that Sir Robert Peel, on seeing our rate- 
book, last spring, considered it a model for its statistical information ; and with 
respect to the accounts themselves, we, having from our mercantile habits a 
practical knowledge of book-keeping, venture confidently to challenge a com- 
parison of the account-keeping in this parish with that of any parish in the 
kingdom, in the main requisites of book-keeping, namely, simplicity and per- 
spicuity, and consequent facility for reference and examination. 

Whilst on this subject we may add, that Mr. Mott, the Poor Law Commis- 
sioner, has lately intimated to the auditor of this parish that he is to require us 
to debit ourselves with the total amount of rates laid during the last six years 
(some four or five years before some of us came into office), and that we must 
discharge ourselves as we may, by proof of sums paid and applied by our pre- 
decessors, and in what manner, and what sums have been excused, and for what 
reason. How this can be reconciled with his statement, that the accounts of the 
churchwardens were not to be interfered with, we cannot say. We forbear 
commenting upon the injustice of requiring accounts prior to our present year 
of office, or to attempt to render us answerable for tlie acts of our predecessors, 
which acts, if improper or illegal, might have been easily and economically 
questioned under the old law. We may, however, remark, that on this and 
other occasions in which orders have been transmitted to Liverpool in relation 
to the poor, it would seem that the persons issuing them considered themselves 
as addressing the overseers of a rural hamlet, with a population of SsOO or 300 
people, instead of a parish with a town population exceeding 223,000 people. 
Amongst other returns of this kind is an order that we should transmit a list 
of the names of all persons excused on the score of poverty, which would 
require a periodical transcript of upwards of 20,000 names, which could serve 
no one useful purpose. 

10th & 11th. — With respect to the office of clerk of the guardians and super- 
intendent registrar being united in the same person, we continue fully of the 
opinion expressed in the printed statement. We do not believe that such a union 
was ever contemplated in a parish containing nearly a quarter of a million 
souls; besides, the proper and efficient personal discharge of the duties of these 
offices is in our opinion impossible if the offices be filled by one person, the 
duties of each office being of sufficient magnitude and importance to occupy 
two individuals, devoting their whole time to each of them. The attendance 
of the clerk of the Guardians at the parish office is occasional only, and yet his 
occasional absence from the superintendent registrar's office occasions incon- 
venience there, as the public cannot rely upon finding him when wanted. It 
is put forward by Mr. Mott, that the clerk of the Guardians, by holding both 
offices, can make better statistical returns ; this cannot be seriously maintained. 
It is impossible to say that one man, who is distracted by the duties of two dis- 
tinct offices, can pay the same attention to returns from the two offices, as two 
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that the feelings of the Dissenters should be consulted on the appointment of 
the officer with whom they must be necessarily brought into continual contact ; 
and we would suggest, therefore, that the registrars of marriages should be 
appointed by the Board of Guardians at the joint recommendation of the con- 
gregations of Dissenters within the parish, through their respective ministers. 

The best answer to Mr. Mott's 12th and concluding proposition, that the 
new Poor Law has, upon the whole, worked well since its introduction into 
Liverpool, is, that we lately received a requisition from a very great number of 
the most respectable inhabitants of the parish, of all shades of political opi- 
nion, to call a vestry at an early day, to take the sense of the inhabitants of 
the parish as to the propriety ot applying to Parliament during the next session 
for a local Act for the administration of the Poor Laws within this parish, ^* with 
the view," say the requisi tionists, "of re-establishing such a system of com- 
bined economy and efficiency as prevailed before the new Poor Law was 
introduced into this. parish/' 

And this requisition was signed by 18 out of the 25 Guardians. 

A vestry was in consequence held on Thursday, the 4th November instant, 
when it was unanimously resolved, 

" That it is the decided opinion of the vestry, after the experience they have 
had of the working of the new Poor Law, that it is not only not wanted in the 
parish, but that the system is more cumbersome and expensive, and is not so 
efficient or satisfactory, either to the rich or poor, as the select vestry system, 
which until lately prevailed in this parish ; and that the churchwardens and 
overseers be and they are hereby empowered to apply to Parliament in the 
ensuing session for a local Act for the administration of the affairs o£ the poor 
within this parish/' 

Having answered Mr. Mott's observations* we proceed to make a few remarks 
upon the concluding part of the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners. They 
seem to be of opinion that all that is requisite to insure the easy application of 
the new Poor Law to a large parish like Liverpool, would be an alteration of 
the law as to the mode of election of Guardians, and by the substitution of 
electoral districts in the place of voting papers for the whole parish. The 
present mode of election is no doubt very objectionable, and far inferior to the 
mode of voting in open vestry under Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act; but that does 
not go to the root of the matter. 

The new Poor Law in towns, by subjecting honorary officers to the caprice 
of a Board or of an Assistant Commissioner, unacquainted with the habits and 
feelings of the people amongst whom he is throwh, strikes at the independence, 
and consequently at the utility, of the representative system in parishes. The 
truth is, that in all large towns there are adequate numbers of respectable indi- 
viduals by whom their parochial affairs can be well administered ; and it is 
much to be deprecated that any measure should be pressed upon large towns 
having any tendency to disincline men ot property and character from under- 
taking the honorary parochial offices. It is conceded, as to the property 
belonging to municipal corporations, that the members of the town councils may 
be trusted with its management, and they are not subject to any interference for 
misgovernment, except by the ordinary tribunals of the country. We beg 
respectfully to submit that the same principle should be extended to all large 
town parishes, and that the object of Government should be to promote paro- 
chial representation, by making it an object of respectability and trust. 

In the next place, we would submit that the churchwardens and overseers 
should not be, as they are under the new Poor Law Act, the mere servants of 
the Guardians, that is, collectors of money, to be applied as the Guardians 
should direct, but, at all events, on a footing of equality with the Guardians, 
entitled to sit at their Board, and to take share in their deliberations and votes. 

And in order to bring the law back, as nearly as possible, to the statute of 
Elizabeth, the justices of the peace acting in large towns should have the only 
appellate jurisaiction over the Board of Guardians : they would be fit substi- 
tutes in this respect for the Poor Law Commissioners, and being recognized 
as directing parties in the administration of the poor laws in our earliest statutes^ 

232. B 3 no 
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14 PAPERS ON THE EXEMPTION OF LIVERPOOL FROM 

no such jealousy would exist as to them as now exists with respect to the 
modern officers, " the Poor Law Commissioners." 

In conclusion, we think it right to say that the parochial affairs of Liver- 
pool, for the last 20 years, have been vigilantly and economically managed. 
The inhabitants have pi^oved themselves equal to the task of safely and pru- 
dently conducting their own affairs, and of carefully, justly, and humanely 
administering to the wants of the poor. In former times a grtat parochial 
expenditure existed here : high rates were raised and were disbursed without 
sufficient control ; but the inhabitants, acting under the old law, and following 
out its intentions, instituted a series of reforms, and established a system which 
obtained the confidence of the whole community. The rates were reduced 
from an average rate exceeding 6 s. in tl)e pound to a rate of Is. 5 d., which has 
been the uniform rate for the last four years under the select vestry system. If, 
then, the competency to conduct affairs, and not the possession of a local Act, 
were ground of exemption, surely all that is here stated ought to exempt Liver- 
pool. Without presumption, we may say that the parishioners have proved not 
only their competency to correct abuse, but also, for a long series of years, to 
administer their own affairs in a manner acceptable to the people, both to those 
who pay the rates and to those whose necessities are to be relieved. We there- 
fore earnestly hope that we shall have the support of Government in seeking 
to exempt ourselves from the new Poor Law by placing the government of the 
parish in local authorities, under the provisions of an Act, the heads of which 
are subjoined. 



Proposed Heads of a BILL for the Management of the Poor in the Parish 

of Liverpool. 

The parish of Liverpool to be under the management of a select vestry, to 
consist of the two rectors, two churchwardens, and four overseers, as ex-i^ffido 
members of the Board, and twenty-one select vestrymen, to be appointed in 
open vestry, in like manner as the select vestry under Mr. Sturges Bourne's 
Act. 

Each vestryman to be the owner or occupier of property within the parish 
rateable to the relief of the poor in the sum of 50 /. at least. 

One-third of the twenty-one select vestrymen to go out annually by rotation, 
but to be re-eligible. 

The select vestry constituted by this Act to possess all the powers as to the 
management, ordering, and government of the poor which are vested in Boards 
of Guardians under the new Poor Law Amendment Act. 

The justices of the peace of the borough of Liverpool, in special sessions 
assembled, to have all tne powers in relation to the administration of the poor 
in the parish of Liverpool now possessed by the Poor Law Commissioners of 
£ gland. 

The select vestry to have the appointment of all officers, and to require such 
security. for the faithful discharge of their respective offices as the select vestry 
shall see fit. 

The superintendent registrar and the district registrars of births and deaths 
to be appointed by the select vestry. The registrars of marriage to be 
appointed by the select vestry, on the recommendation of the pastors or 
ministers of congregations of Christian Dissenters in the parish of Liverpool. 
The superintendent registrar not to hold any other office. 

The accounts to be audited quarterly by an auditor, to be appointed by the 
justices of the peace for the borough ; the auditor not to be a member of the 
select vestry. 
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ADMINISTRATION BY A BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 15 

The select vestry, within two years after the passing of this Act, to make such 
additions at the present workhouse, or to erect new buildings, as shall afford on 
the whole accommodation for in-door poor, after the rate of one and a half 
per cent, upon the population of the parish, according to the last census. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) JVilliam Birkett^ 1 r-u u j 
^^ ^ Isaac HutchinsU, ] Churchwardens. 

WilUam Rushtan, 1 
To the Right Hon. Joseph Gibbons, I o_^^.^_. 

Sir James Graham, Bart. m.p. Thomas Muncastety [ ^^^^'^^^^'^s- 

&c. &c. &c. John Paton, J 
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ROCHDALE POOR. 



RETURN to an Oedkr of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated s8 February 184a \^f€T^ 

A COPY or EXTRACT of any Report made by Mr. TufntU, or other 
Assistant CoiiimissioDer, to the Poor Law Commissioners, in October 1841, 
as to the State of the Poor in the Borough of Rochdale. 



Poor-Lnw Commission OflSce, \ 
Somerset House, 4 March 1842. J 



W. G. LUM LEY, 
Assistant Secretary. 



Ordered^ by The House of Commons, to he Prmtedf 8 March 184a. 



REPORT addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners by Mr. Tufnell^ 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, on Distress in Rochdale. 



Gentlemen, 2 October 1841. 

THE statements made relative to the condition of the labouring classes in Roch- 
dale were founded on certain Returns procured at th^ time the Census was 
taken, when some residents in the town caused blank tables to be printed, with 
columns headed for the names, residences, number in family, number of beds, 
weekly income, rent, parish relief of every individual visited, and these were filled 
up after a personal inquiry at the different houses. All these tables have been 
preserved, and they were readily shown to me by the gentleman who had taken 
the ciiief part in conducting the investigation, and I was offered every facility for 
examining into their correctness. I think it best to give entire one of these tables, 
which refers to one of the poorest parts of the district. 



It is as follows : — 



TOWNSHIP OF CASTLETON. 



Namb. 


Rbsidbmcb. 


No. of 
Family. 


^'1 


II 


1 


11 


GkNKRAL RailABKS. 




" 






£. 9. 


«. 


d. 


t. d. 




James Stansfield - 


Milkstone - 


4 


9 


- 16 




- 


— 




John Wild - - • 
John Hardman 


- ditto 

- ditto 


3 
s 


I 
I 


- 6 

- 19 




6 
6 


• • 


- - one straw bed, two sheeU, no 
blankets ; distressed case. 


Thomas Butterworth 


- ditto 


7 


9 


- 




- 


— 




James Butterworth 


- ditto 


7 


3 


. 




- 


— 




Henry Stock 


- ditto 


10 


3 


9 - 




- 


- 


one bed wanted very bad. 


John Garside 
Betty Butterworth 


• ditto 
. ditto 


9 
a 


3 
3 


I - 

- 6 




6 
6 


" • 


- - bedding in a very bad state ; 
quite worn out. 


Edmund Butterworth - 
John Dearden 


- ditto 

- ditto 


4 
6 


3 

9 


• • 

- 8 




6 
6 


• • 


- • nothing coming in to support ; 
five months without work; extreme 
destitution. 


Mary Hill - 
John Taylor - 


- ditto 
. ditto 


4 
3 


1 
I 


- 10 

- 8 


1 


6 
6 




- - one straw bed, no blanket, no 
sheets; great destitution; an old 
shawl ; under covering an old green 
floor*cloth. 
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Nams. 



John Farrow 

Tbonms Mawordi « 
Robert Williams -* 



Abndiaiu Haworth 
Joha Kearshaw 



Joteph SutcUfTe - 
Sarah Whatmough 
Martha Fittoh 



James Fitton 
James Butterworth 



John Butterworth 
John StoU - 



Joseph Taylor 

Hannah t>Iati 
Thomas Banes 
Able Sto^t -. 
£dround Cleg^^ 
Simon Braller 



Thomas WnKimsoQ 
Edward Milp ' •, 
Christopher Harrison 



Thomas Hoaghfinden 
Robert Whitworth 
Robert Brierley • 
Catherine Brierley 
John Lord - 
Chas^H^ - 



Alexai^tai^d^Abfietd 
Mary Chirke 
vtMm Greenwood • 



Ann Bins 
John Holt 

Johfrfiins 



John Neild • 
Chas. Schofield • 

John Chadwick « 
John HopUnson « 
Catherine Buckley 
John Cooper 



James Holt 



Thomas fftwoMb- 

Charles Clegg 
James Cle^g 
Martha Bnerley « 
John Fitton 
James Fieldiog 
Robert Rreala 
John Hobhouse • 



Robert Holt 






Residence. 



Miikstone 

^ ditto 
- ditto 



Milkstoiie 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Miikstone 



More^lane 






5 

2 
10 



4 
6 

1 
1 

3 

6 

4 

4 
6 



1 

'3 

a 

5 

lO 

5 
8 



4 
3 
4 
$ 
a 

7 

t 
t 

6 

1 
8 



a. 

4 
6 
9 

3 

7 



6 

5 

13 

S 

5 
6 
It 
7 






3 
1 

9 



1 

'a ' 
. i 

3 

a - 

1 t 
*3 . 



;a 

a 

3 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
a 



1 

9 

3 

X 

a 



5 
3 4 

3 
3 

1 
a 



If 



- 8 



- »4 



- H 

- 7 

- 4 

- 10 

- 12 

- H 

- 7 

- 8. 

-8 



--8 

- -« 

- i6 



1 13 ' 
- 8. 

-9 



- 15 

- 7 

- 13 

- i8 

- 9 
» « 

- lO 

- 9 



- 3 

- »4 

- lo 



- 9 

- 6 

- >4 

- i6 

- 14 

- B 

- 13 

> 18 

- »3 

- »4 

- 13 

- 13 

- 11 

- 8 



at 

■ at 



I 6 

3 - 

1 6 

1 ' 6 



I 6 

3 - 

9 9 
I - 

» 5 
1 .- 

- 9 

- 9 
1 1 

I - 



to 



R 
6 

P 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



6 
6 

6^ 



3 

a 

3 

a 
1 

9 



6 
8 
6 

6 

7 



i« 6 



•IS 



9. d. 



a - 



a 
1 



a - 



General Rbmahis. 



- - 1 straw bed, and the pther de^ 
fective. 



- • a beds (shavings), i blanket for 
each'bedr 4 sheets, a quilis; w> 
bolster, no pillows. 

not constaot work. 

- « 1 bed very indifferent; no 
blanket, 4 cotton sheets. A dis* 
tressed case. 



- • a beds, 1 blanket for each ; no 
sheets. 

bedding, but deficient. 

- - 1 bed middling, the other in* 
different. 

- • no blankets nor sheets, coveva 
indifferent. 

• • a beds, very indifienmt^ a blaii* 
kets, no sheets, 1 horse-cloth <:pTer. 
Very dis^essing case. ' 

- • tbedi indifferent, straw ;i/ihc9t« 
wrapper, cover. Very distyessiug. 

Bedding i|idi£brent 



beds. 



a blankets and ^ sheets for 3, 



cry bad 



-' - only i blankets fpr gjbedis ; 
sheets, a"; coverlids. very 1 
case. 

I chaff bed, no blankets. 



• - ablarikets; 3 sheets for 3 beds. 
Bad case. 



- - nothing coming in, out of work; 
1 blanket, 1 coverlid. 

bedding iadifibvat* ' 

^ - strew for bed£lt7^, Wrappering 
for cover, no Uaniaeta, no sheets, 
no covert . 

bedding indifferent. 

1 blanket, 1 straw bed^ 3 sheets. 



- - a blankets^, and no sheets for 
a beds. 

- - 1 blanket, and 2 sheets for 
a beds. 



I bed, verj^ indifferent, 
bedding middling. 



- • bedding indifferent; no Mafl* 
kets, 3 sheets, i coverlid. 
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Namc 



Edward TbMmmd 



IfartlM Entwi^le 

James Turner 
Jamea Greenwood • 

Kobert Schofietd • 
James Heatey 
John Shepperd 



John Turner - 
Jamea Holt - 
John Healey 



Joseph Brierly 
Snaaraub Taflor • 

Charles Holt 
Thomaa OoAcroh 

Edward Lea ~« 
Thomas Holt 

Betty Hempsey' - 
Thomas Hoft 
Charles Butterworth 
Edmund Butterwortli 



Adam'SchodelA -^ 



Thomas Spr^wel * 
£dw2d-d Hawortl^ • 

William Newsbam 
Charles Shore 

James Schofi^d 
Thomas Blomeley 
Richard Blomeley 
Thomas Blomely • 



R ESlDBKCa. 



More-lane 



X fa 



7 
3 

4 
3 
7 



8 
8 
a 

t 

4 
3 

5 
3 

•3 
3 

,3 

3 
it 
6 



B 

6 

7 
9 

3 
4 
7 



O 



9 

3 

1 

3 
1 ' 

1 
1 

a 

1 

-3 

1 

3 



;4 
3 

a 

;3 

a 
1 






Sf 



- '3 

- H 

- 15 

- H 

- 6 

- 8 



if) 
a 
3 

10 

15 

6' 
8 

5: 

10 

• 7. 
9 



- lO 



10 

13 



4 
'8 



^ • 

- 13 

- .3 



i 9 



1 - 

1 - 

3 - 



6 

6 
6 



1 '9 

3 6 

1 4 

1 6 
1 6 

1 6 
1 .6 



I 6 

1 6 

1 6 

3 - 

. 1 (3 

3 >- 



1 ^ 



-a - 
t 6 



■A t 



'diss 



.«• <{. 



1 d 



GteNEEAL Remarks. 



• - ftraw bed, no covering except 
3 very old blunkyts. An extreme 
case of destitution ; only bad 8 days' 
work in ii weeks. 



- - T8tra^be(l,3lfanketSy38heets. 
A very bad case. 



* « DO blanketst 1 sheet, i coverlid, 
A cose ot f xtreme destitution. 

3 blankets, 3 slieets, 3 coverlids. 

- ' hufiba!)d without work; bed* 
ding very bad. 

bedding very indiffereot4 



old blanklet ; bedding indifferent. 



-^ . bedding very indiffereiit; tfnly 
a blankets and 3 Isheetii. 

« - 1 chaff bed, no blanket, na 
sheets, np bobtef; wrapper cover. 
Eatreitie poverty. 

3 blaoketAy 3 sheets, 3 coverlids. 



woollen wb^ver, wkbdut work* 

- - 1 CDv^rfid, 3 sheets. The hus- 
band put of work 10 weeks ; ^ case 
'6f tiecp distress i nearly starved la 
death for want of food. 



Ifi*OTder to 4e6t ihe accuraicy of' the above taljle, I visited several of Itbe cases . 
jB^QQtiMied.iiv^iand had ne; reason lo doubt "ib^ fnith pf the accounts of tbe 
Awages aa tbef w^r^ three mouths ago, when the table wad| compiled. Since that x 
timey however, the u ooUen millr have t^n set to full woitk, and the cotton mills, * 
are very ||encra)ly working /uD tifne; coaseqaently, in many instances, the distress 
has materially diminished. I will mentioa some of the variations which I dis^ 
covered in my visits to the cottages. John Dearden, the loth namfe in tb6 
taUe, is put down as earning 8^. weekly; be now earns 15^* weekly. Martha 
F^Ctdnisetitered as earning 10^.; she earns now 13^. w^fekly. John Bins was 
then earning ijf>^ weekly, as the factory where he was employed was then work« 
ing short time, which continued 17 weeks; he now earns 1 L weekly. Charles 
Scbofield is worse off than he was, as he is set down as earning 5^. weekly, and 
receiving 2s. from the parish j he now earns 6s. weekly; the parish relief is dis* 
continued ; and as tbe family, being four in number, could not live on this sum, 
they bad been beggiilg for victuals. Edward Townend, who is first down as 
earning nothing, is now in the receipt of 12^. weekly. James Turner appears 
worse off than before, as he is inserted as earning 14^. weekly, while the state* 
ment to me from his wife was, that he earned now only lo^. John Sbeppard is 
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set down as earning 8^. weekly ; he is now dead; the family earnings amount to 
7 S.J but they feceive 5 s. weekly from the parish, 

I also visited several cottages in the same district, without the book which 
I have copied above, and took down the facts as they presented themselves to me. 
The houses were mostly well built, quite secure against the rain, and altogether 
presented an appearance fully equal to the cottages in Kent-^and Sussex. The 
sitting-room was generally about 15 feet square, floored with stone, and the walls 
plastered and clean. There was an excellent grate, containing a good fire in 
every cottage, and supplied with a compartment for furnishing a constant supply 
of hot water on one side, and baking on the other. A man, his wife, and eight 
children in one cottage, earned 1 /. a week, the man and one boy being in a 
colliery. Another cottage contained an old man, his daughter, and a grand- 
daughter ; the old man had a pension of 1 ^. 2id. b, day, and the daughter earned 
in the factory ys.ovSs. a week; they had two sleeping-rooms. A man, his 
Mife, and one child, earned 14^. aweek. A widow with seven children, who 
buried her husband a short time back, earned among them 1 /. 4^. a week. 

One of the most disti'essed cases I saw was that of a man, his wife, and three 
children : the man, who is a hand-loom weaver, only earned 6^. a week; his wife 
has just lain in of her third child, but earns when well 8^. a week; tliey now 
receive 1 s. weekly from the parish. Another wretched family consisted of a 
steam-weaver, and his wife, and five children, whose aggregate earnings amounted 
to 14^. a week ; there was a cradle for the infant, while all the rest of the family 
slept in one bed ; this was altogether the worst-conditioned family I could find, 
and was [)ointed out to me by some of the poor cottagers living in the same row 
as the most distressed case they knew. 

Another family comprised a hand-loom wearer, his wife, and eight children^ 
whose united earnings were 1 /. i s. 6 d. weekly ; they had three beds. A hand- 
loom weaver, bis wife, and four children earned 1 /. 7^. 6 d. weekly. One very 
miserable-looking family consisted of a man, his wife, and four children ; the man 
earned 4^. weekly, and had 2^. weekly pension ; the woman washed ; she complained, 
to me that they had only two sheets for their bed. I was directed to several of 
these cases by inquiry from the neighbours whom they knew as most distressed. 
The cottages almost invariably contained about half u dozen chairs, two tables, 
and a set of crockery-ware ; also very generally a clock, and curtains to the win- 
dows. The beds were mostly very wretched ; and in fact the only part of their 
household economy which seemed to me worse than I had been accustomed to 
see in the agricultural districts. I inquired of some of the worst off whether they 
had applied for relief, and they declared they had not, and appeared to me to 
have a pride in endeavouring to keep off the parish as long as possible. Several 
who, from the depression of trade, had lost their work, were employing themselves 
in making cards for the carding engine. 

I also inspected personally the condition of several other families in another part 
of the township. They repeated the answers they had given to the inquiries made 
three months ago, which corresponded with tne statements in the book from 
which Mr. Crawford's facts were taken; though, of course, variation of circum- 
stances, consequent on the lapse of time, had made some difference in their earn- 
ings ; for instance, John Whiteoak, in Packer-meadow, being six in family, was 
put down as earning 20s. a week; the iiamily is now reduced to four, and the 
earnings to 7^. 6d. weekly. Henry Lumb, a family of eight, was put down as 
earning 13^. a week, and 2s. 6d. parish relief; their earnings are 185. now. 
Elizabeth Leach, three in family, was put down as earning 8^. a week, and she 
earns 8^. now. Michael Turner, nine in family, earned 4^* 6d. a week then, 
and 12^. 6d. now. Mark Leach, six in family, earned 6^. a week then, and de- 
clared they only earn now as.H, week, and begged to make up what was necessary 
for their support. 

In the week ended 29th September 1841, there were 328 persons relieved in 
the township of Castleton. In order to show the circumstances under which the 
relief is criven. 1 add below a list of the acres, amount of relief. &c.. of the first 
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TOWNSfflP OF CA8TLBT0N. 



• 






1 


Nam«. 


Ag». 


Weekly 
Relief. 


Rbmaru. 


Aabworth^ Ann - . - 


60 


*. d. 

1 ~ 


living in Manchester. 


Asbwortb, Maiy 


«S 


1 6 


silbjectto-fils. 


ABhworth, Richard - 


70 


2 - 


age and debility. 


Adiworth (children) - 


- 


3 - 


• - five with their grandfklher ; oblafai a little by 
working in the fiictory. 


Ashworth, John 


66 


1 - 




Athworth, Mary - ' - 


65 


a - 


unable to work. 


ftitterworth, Jattiet - 


90 


3 - 


• diUa. 


Butterworth, Mary - 


80 


3 6 


- ditto. 


fiutterworthy Ellen - 


75 


s - 


- ditto. 


BuUerwoftb, Ann - 


- 


1 - 


partially employed. 


Botterwonb> Jane • 


<* 


I 6 . 


on account of her son, aged la, who is Iame# 


Butler«wtli> EUzabedi * 


3a 


4 - 


on account of ber four childxtn^ • 


BuUerworth, Martha 


40 


3 6 


on acooaat of bet three ehildrea. ' 


Balterw#rtb| Joseph • 


70 


. » - 


ab^i tp efuti a lititle^ 


BatterworthyJtne - •< 


* 


3 •> 




Buttertrortby AUce - 


50 


1 6 


aSb^tion ^ (mrtMly employed. 


ButtCTworth, Joseph - - 


' 1 


" « - 


'- - ^le-bodied; six childiien: five ^eam nothing, 
one afflicted. 


Butterworth's, John (femfly) 




4 ■- " 


deserted his wlfjb and fimr chfldren. ' 


Butterwortb, Benj.» jun. - 

-* f • • ■ 


35 


3 - 


T - want of constant employment 5 one son earns 
3 s. weekly, the other four nothing. 


Butterwortb, Benj. - .. - 


. 


. S » 


for his wife, aged 70 ; able to support himself only. 


Buftein'vonhff Ann - 


Co 


> . 6 


l^eeps her falh^f--in4aw's. house. 


Butterwortb, Robert • 


46 


4 - 


. - widower ; four cbSdreD, cannot work ; he is 
able-bodied $ partially employed. 


BntterwortbyJobn - 


70 


a - 


unable to yrork. . , . 


Bdttemrorth, Miry • "'■ 


60 


» - 


pattially employed. 


Brearly, John - - - 


75 


5 - 


for hmiself &nd wife ; both infirm. 


Br^r!y,'l>tivW 


70 


ft - 


works a Uttle. * 


brearly, Joaeph 


75 


3 - 


for self and Wife ; his son assists a liitte. 


Brearly, John - - 


- 


9 - 




Brearly, Strain.- - ; - 


as 


3 - 


works in a factory ; husband deserted her, 


Breariyi Samuel . - 


36 


1. 6 


• - able-l>odied ; wife and five children, who earn 
nothipg. 


Brearly, Janes - - - 


35 


3 - 


• " able-bodied ; wife and five or six children, who 
^am a little. 


Brearly, Mary - ; - 


9 


1 6 


an orphan. 


. Beaton, Ann - * 


60 


. 3 - 


works a Utde. 


Buckly, John - - - 


56 


I 6 


- ditto. 


Buckly, Mary - - . 


75 


z 6 


unable to work. 


Buckly, John - - - 


40 


1 6 


widower, with four children, unable to work. 


Barlow, Betty ... 


'60 


3 - 


unable to woA. 


Barlow, Tbomaf 


45 


3 - 


aberration of mind ^ able to obtain a little. 


Barrow, Thomasr 


40 


8 6 


able-bodied ; foor or five small children. 


Blamely, Tbomai 


35 


1 6 


able-bodied ; four children, who earn nothing. 


Blomely, Mary - - - 


50 


1 6 


widow ; two or three children, who cannot work. 
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6 EBPORT TO THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

The OutrRelief and Workhouse Expenses in this Township were as follows : — 



IN THE 


TEAR 


ENDED 




WOttKHOXrtE 
BXPENDITUaS. 


OUT-RELIEr. 










£. i. d. 


£. ». i. 


25 March 


1835 




- 


" 386 4 -r 


1,313 9 2 


— 


1836 




- 


346 17 10 J 


1,104 u - 


— 


1837 




^ 


aSo 5 3j 


980 10 3 


— 


1838 




- 


359 - 6J 


1,078 4 4 


— 


1839 




- 


386 3 7 


1,198 - 6 


— 


1840 




- 


298 3 6| 


1,365 10 9 


* — • 


1841 




- 


441 5 1 


1,940 10 6 i 



On examining the other returns, it appe^lred that the greatest distress existed in 
the township of Wuerdle and Wardle, I accordingly thought it desirable to 
examine, personally, into the truth of the account, but Icould not find anything lo 
invalidate its accuracy. A man named Charles Holt, a miner, four in family, 
was inserted as earning 35. 6d. weekly, and the same statement was given to me 
by his wife at his cottage. James Mathew was put down as earning 105. &d. 
weekly, the family consisting of sttven persons, and the same amount of wages was 
returned to my personal inquiry, John Wild, a hand*loom weaver, four in tkroily, 
was put down as earning 8^. weekly, and this account was confirmed to me on my 
visit. Another James Mathew, who is entered as earning 85,, now gets 1 /. weekly, 
but he stated that he only got 8*. three months back. Robert Mann, whose 
family comprised six persons, and who appeared to have earned %s. 4d. three 
months back, now only obtained ys. gd. according to the statement of the family 
to me. Charles Barrett^ put down m earning 2^.^ now earns 75. 

The e!s:penses for the poor have been gradually increasing in this township. 

They were as follows :— 



IK THE TBAB ' 


ENDED 


OtTT-HiLIEF. 


EXPENSE or MAINTAINING 
POOR IN WOBlLHOUSE. 








£. *. d. 


£. s. 


d. 


March 1837 




- 


396 13 9 


43 17 


I 


- 1838 




* 


358 6 - 


51 18 


4. 


— i8a9 




- 


403 6 5 


• 64 19 


6i . 


— 1840 




- 


460 6 1 


7a 6 


2 


— 1841 




- 


568 19 9 


101 6 


3 



The list of paupers relieved in the last parochial year amounted to 187 in* 
number. The p)pulation of this township was 6,754 in 1831, and 6,875 in 1841. 
This small increase, which is considerably below the rate of increase in other parts 
of Lancashire, is a sufficient indication that considerable distress exists; and the 
fact of one-fifth of the houses being uninhabited is a further confirmation of this 
mournful truth. I was assured, and I fully credit the statement, that this distress 
was mainly owing to the transference of the business of weaving from the hand- 
looms in the cottages to steam-looms in the factories; and a single fiictory, lately 
built, was pointed out to me, whose erection at once threw some hundred familiat 
out of employ, as the proprietors^ having been before accustomed to give out 
work to the weavers in their cottages, at once transferred all this employment to 
their factory, where much fewer hands were required to do the same amount of 
work, and these hands were mostly of a ditferent and younger class of persons^ 

The township of Wardleworth was also, as I was informed, a distressed part of 
Rochdale. The poor rates, however, have not materially varied. In order to see 
what conclusion would be drawn from the poor expenditure, I extracted from the 

overseers* 
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overseers' books the amount of the weekly out-relief for each week in the four 
months ended July last, which included the most distressed period, and compared 
It with the out-relief given in the same four mouths in 1836, which was a very 
prosperous year, and the result is as follows : — 



WEEK 


ENDED 






Out- Relief 
Township 


in 


Corresponding 
in 1886. 


Week 


» 








£. 


<. 


d. 


£. 


«. 


d. 


April 6, 


1841 


• 


• 


7 


»7 


6 


8 


7 


— 


— 13 


•« 


. 


- 


6 


1 


— 


9 


16 


6 


— 20 





- 


« 


11 


4 


G 


7 


5 


6 


— «7 


-— 


• 


« 


7 


3 


— 


7 


»4 


6 


May 4 


_ 


• 


- 


8 


H 


6 


10 


1 


- 


— 11 


mm^ 


• 


• 


6 


»9 


6 


11 


7 


Hi 


— 18 





• 


• 


9 


8 


6 


6 


13 




— 35 





• 


• 


9 • 


»9 


- 


7 


5 


6 


June 1 


— 


. 


. 


? 


9 


- 


7 


10 


— 


— 8 





• 


- 


18 


- 


10 


4 


4i 


— 15 





- 


• 


10 


9 


6 


5 


It 




— 22 


— 


. 


• 


7 


9 


- 


7 


16 


- 


— 29 





. 


• 


11 


9 


9 


5 


»7 


6 


July 6 


" 


* 


• 


6 


»5 




8 


13 


3 


— 13 


— 


. 


- 


10 


6 


- 


16 


6 




— 20 





. 


. 


6 


9 


- 


7 


13 


6 


— 27 








8 


16 


6 


6 


a 


6 




»45 


9 


3 


>44 


4 


1 



It is remarkable that the relief at the two periods should tally with such minute 
exactitude. 

In addition to the above, there is the expenditure in the workhouse ; but as it 
never contains more than 30 persons, and generally much fewer, this is quite trivial. 
The following is the out-relief in this township for each of the last seven years, the 
first three being times of prosperity : — 



Out-Relief in Year ended March 1835 

Ditto - - ditto - - 1836 

Ditto . - ditto - - 1837 

Ditto - - ditto - - 1838 

Ditto - - ditto - - 1839 

Ditto - • ditto - • 1840 

Ditto - - ditto - - 1841 



£. 


«. 


636 


4 


605 


8 


5^5 


6 


416 


6 


363 


8 


453 


1 


53« 


11 



d. 

6 

9 
10 

9i 

5 

6 

4 



The following are the first 40 names in the overseers' list for this last week, 
which will show the circumstances under which the relief is given : — 



TOWNSHIP OF WARDLEWORTH. 



Name. 


Age. 


Weekly. 




Nancy Ashirorth 


70 


s. d. 
1 6 


infirm. 


Thomas Ashworth - 


;; 


1 6 


ditto. 


Robert Butterworth - 


a - 


ditto. 


Mary Butterworth - 


55 


1 - 


lives with a daughter; not infirm. 


Samuel Butterworth - 


6a 


2 - 


- - not able to work ; lives with a daughter and son- 
in-law. 


Thomas Buckley 


75 


a - 


infirm ; lives with a daughter. 


Alice Brierly - - - 


60 


1 6 


lives with a sou ; lame. 


Betty Buckley - 


60 


1 6 


lives with her son-in-law. 


Mary Biggs ... 


60 


a - 


receives something besides from a sick club. 


Joshua Brierly - - - 


60 


2 - 


earns a little by weaving ; generally has a lodger. 


Mary Brierly . - - 


60 


1 - 


a widow ; lives with son-in-law. 


Ann Brierly - 


57 


a - 


- - wife of James Brierlv ; on account of sickness 
and inabih'ty of husband, having no employment at 














his own Uade. 


Ann Butterworth 


45 


1 - 


on account of her daughter, aged nine. 


Mary Brierly * - 


50 


1 - 


a widow ; on account of children. 



89 



(continued) 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT TO THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 



Name. 


Age 


Weekly. 


Benjamin Buckley - 


35 


s. d. 
1 6 


Charles Brierly - 


6r> 


2 - 


Hannah Buttenyorth 


37 


2 - 


Robert Brierty - • - 


^2 


2 6 


James Buckley 


28 


1 - 


Mary Crop^ier - - - 


C>5 


1 6 


Betty Clegrg * • - - 


70 


1 6 


Hannah Clegg . - - 


67 


1 - 


Susan Cropper . - - 


68 


1 6 


Richard Cundliff 


75 


2 - 


Robert Cooper 


30 


2 - 


John CoUinge - - • 


SO 


2 6 


Edmund Clegg 


64 


1 6 


James Clegg - - - 


50 


2 6 


James Clegg - 


45 


• - " 


Betty Clegg - - 
Sarah Dearing - - - 


30 


2 6 


63 


1 - 


Edmund Dixon 


70 


2 - 


JohnDoland - -, 


20 


- 


Mary Earnshaw 


33 


2 - 


Thomas Fletcher 


64 


2 - 


Sarah Farrer - . - 


64 


^'-J 


Betty Farrer - 


34 


John Farrer - . - 


42 


2 6 


James Farrer - - - 


35 


2 - 


Ann Grindrand 


80 


2 - 



want of constant employment. 

partly employed in selling sand. 

in blind asylum, 

wane of constant employment. 

on account of cnild, and want of employment* 

in lodgings ; assists in the house. 

lives with grand-daughter. 

a widow ; lives with grand-children. 

her grand-children live with her. 

living with son. 

want of constant employment ; large family. 

ditto; wife lame. 

living with daughter. 

^ckness. 

- - temporary relief, on account of being out of 

employment. 

sickness ; living with her aunt. 

two children dependent on her. 

works a little ; wife sick. 

sickness ; temporary relief. 

widow ; two children. 

infirmity. 

infirmity. 

affliction. 

a weaver ; want of employment with part of fimily. 

affliction ; wife in empJoyment. 

infirmity. 



The population of this township was 9,360 in 1831, and 11,400 in 1841. 

M^ith respect to the administration of relief, Mr. John Whitehead, the a^sisliant 
overseer of Wardleworth, says, *^ When able-bodied men, entirely oat of work, 
apply for relief, we set them to break stones at a halfpenniy a strike, at which 
a weaver would earn 6 s. a week ; but we always give them 3 s. more, or 9 s. 
a week. We pay several able-bodied men who are in work, and cannot earn 
enough to support their families. If any person applies, and says he only earns 
to the amount of 6 d. per head for each member in the family, we relieve them." 
Mr. James Barron, the assistant overseer for Blatchinworth and Calderbook, one 
of the. Rochdale townships, containing a population of 4,466, says, " Out-relief 
amounts to 9 /. a week. The distress in pur township is owing to the railway 
being completed ; many of the hand-loom weavers having turned from weaving 
to railroad work, and now, the work being finished, Mr. Fielden, who used to 
employ them, does not give out above half the work he used to do. A hand- 
loom weaver in full work only gets ds. a week ; the children, when eight or nine 
years old, are put to looms, and earn 25. 6d. a week. When a weaver has several 
children, and cannot earn to the amount of 2s. a head, we sometimes make up 
their wages ; but if we suspect they do not earn as much as they can, we cut 
off the relief immediately. We are paying about seven or eight of this class. 
The rates last year were 15. gd. in the pound of the rateable value/' In 
Castleton, when an able-bodied man applies who has no work, he is relieved, if 
he has three children, with 3 ^. or 4 ^. ; no work is exacted from him, as the 
vestry have none to put him to. If, however, the man is in work, but earns what 
amounts to less than 2 s. per head on his family, his wages are made up from the 
poor-rates to 2 s. per head ; and the same practice of making up wages to 2 s. 
per head exists also in Wuerdle end Wardle. This mode, however, of giving 
relief has as yet been introduced to a very limited extent, but it obviously forms 
the germ of the abuse that previously to the New Poor Law overwhelmed the 
agricultural districts with such disastrous consequences. I cannot at present trace 
the low Mages of any of the workpeople to this practice ; but if extended, it will 
most certainly increase and perpetuate the evil of men habitually working for 
wages insufficient for their support, as we know from the extensive experience 
of most of the agricultural counties in England. You will not fail to observe the 
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receive 35 /. weekly, or three and a half times as much. In Castleton, however, 
the poor expenditure is large. You are, of course, aware that the New Poor 
Law has never been in operation in Rochdale. 

It is important to observe, that what distress exists is, for the most part, not 
among those who work at steam machinery in the factories, but among tlie hand- 
loom weavers and miners. The condition and prospects of the hand-loom weavers 
has been so fully described in the Report on this subject lately presented to Parlia- 
ment, that it is superfluous for me to say anything further on the point. In fact, 
I feel that that Report might have been made to supersede great part of this 
inquiry. 

I was assured that the rapid introduction of improved machinery was constantly 
throwing a number of labourers out of employ, and materially lowering the earn- 
ings of those who were engaged in working the old machinery, as in no other way, 
but by reducing the wages of those who were employed at it, could it be worked 
at all, or withstand the competition of the new inventions. Three years is suffi- 
cient to render much machinery comparatively valueless, not on account of its 
being worn out, but solely by reason of its being superseded by new and cheaper 
modes of producing the same results. 

In conclusion, I beg to repeat the remark that I have submitted to you at former 
periods, when I have been directed to inquire into the wages of labourers, viz. : 
that it is extremely difficult to attain accuracy in such an investigation, but that 
the error always consists in underrating their earnings. We may be sure that the 
workpeople earn as much as they confess to, but we cannot be sure they do not get 
niore. This arises from various causes. They keep no accounts, and therefore 
frequently err in estimating the amount, especially when an average is asked for. 
Their suspicions are always aroused by such inquiries, and they imagine there is 
some project on foot of taxing them, or diminishing their earnings. ITiey almost 
invariably omit the extra and irregular incomings, which most families obtain in 
ways too numerous to detail ; such as beer, milk at an under price, and other arti- 
cles from their employet^s ; the produce of a garden, pigs, poultry ; the receipts from 
trivial occupations, in which the younger children are at times engaged, and espe- 
cially if the work is chance em|:doymeDt and varies much, it is almost impossible to 
obtain an authentic account of what they have to live upon, and hence tt)C result is 
very generally below the truth. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Carleton Tufndl. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
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SETTLE UNION. 



RETURN to an Ordbr of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 37 Jane 1842^-^/^, 

A COPY of all Orders issued by the Poor Law GommisMoners to the fioard 
of Guardians of the Settle Union, since the 1st day of January last, and of the 
Resolutions adopted by the Board thereon ; together with the Correspoito- 
ENCE between the Poor Law Commissioners and the said Board of Guardians, 
with respect to the said Orders, up to the present time. 



Poor Law Commission Office, 1 W. G. LUMLEY, 

Somerset House, 6 July 1842.J Assistant Secretary. 



THE Poor Law Commissioners addressed to the Settle Union, amongst others, 
the general orders relating to the government of workhouses, the regulations 
as to medical relief, the proceedings of Boards of Guardians, the duties of officers, 
and the duties of the overseers, which have been issued since the 1st day of 
January last ; and, as copies of these orders have been printed in the Eighth 
Annual Report of the Commissioners, lately presented to rarliament, it has been 
deemed unnecessary to set them out again. The Workhouse Rules Order is printed 
at page 47 ; the Aledicai Order at page 75 ; the Order as to the Proceedings of 
Boards of Guardians at page 82 ; that as to the Duties of Officers at page 88 ; and 
that as to the Duties of Overseers at page 99. 



THE following Correspondence has taken place with reference to the Medical 
Relief Order : 

Gentlemen, Settle, 13 April 1842^ 

With reference to your general Medical Order, lately issued, I beg to inform 
you, that the subjects therein containtd were taken into consideration by the 
Board of Guardians of this Union, at their weekly meeting held on the 5th instant, 
at which meeting, there was a full attendance, the guardians being specially required 
to attend that meeting to settle the business, which has long been pending on 
account of the defalcations in the accounts of Joseph Nelson, the late relieving 
officer and assistant overseer. 

The resolutions in reference to the Medical Order (a copy of which I send you) 
were passed ; and it appeared to be the unanimous wish of the guardians that the 
medical districts should be the same as the assistant overseers' ; and that the town- 
ships in such districts should pay their medical officers in the same way as the 
assistant overseers are now paid, with the exception of surgical and midwifery 
cases, which the Board were of opinion should be charged to the townships where 
such cases took place. 

The per case system will therefore (if these resolutions receive your sanction) 
be abandoned, and the medical relief will be a parochial (apportioned among the 
townships in each district according to their respective averages) and not an Union 
charge, as heretofore. 

The objection to the per case system and the medical relief being an Union 
charge appeared to be the following : that the townships in the distncts of Am- 
cliffe and Kirkby Malham, and part of Long Preston, as they are proposed to 
btand, are paying a considerable sum to medical officers for services performed in 
other more populous townships in the Union, and receiving no benefit, cases of 

422. A sickness 
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2 ORDERS ISSUED BY THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

sickness seldom occurring in those districts ; and it rarely happens that the medical 
officer has to attend any patients in those districts. 

I am of opinion that this Union cannot be divided into medical districts more 
suitable, for the good attendance of medical officers on the paupers, than the plan 
now proposed ; at the same time it will be advisable to add the Amcliffis and 
Horton-m-Ribblesdale districts to the Settle district, for the following reasons : as 
to the former, Settle is the nearest place where a medical officer resides ; and to 
the latter there is no medical officer residing in or nearer that district than Settle ; 
and there are mpre frequent opportunities of sending medicine to that district from 
Settle than any other place to which it might or could be added. 

It is impossible that we can at all come in with any of the districts within the 
area required by your order, but you will perceive from the account of the area and 
population of this Union hereunder rwritten, that the population of each district is 
considerably below the amount of population mentioned in your order. 



SBTTX.E DiSRICT ; 

Setde 

Giggleswick, 
Langcliffe 
Stainforth 
Rathmell - 



Number 
ofPopalation. 



664 

261 

748 


4,370 
4,fl8o 
1,890 
3,480 


ago 


3,070 



4,003 



ARKCLIVFB DlftTHtCT: 

Amcliffe - - - 183 

Hawkswick - - 68 

Litton - - <r 107 

HaltonGill - - 90 



#47 



Acretge. 



17,090 



5»790 
5,650 
6,850 
1,780, 



20,070 



H0RT0K-n9«Rl6BL&8DAL£ DlStRICT: 

Horton-in-Ribbles dalej 520 | 18,970 

Claphabi District 

Austwick - 
Lawkland . 
Clapham. ^ 




Number 
of Population. 



Bbntham District 

Bentham • 

Inglefeon - 
Burton 

Thornton - 



KiRKBT MaLHAM 

Malham Moor - 

Malham • • 

kirkby Malham 

Hanlith . - • 

Scosthrop 

Otterburn 

Airton. . - • 



3,177 

i»355 
629 

364 



4,5«5 



District : 

102 

233 

195 

25 

48 

48 

317 



868 



Long Prxston District 



Long Preston - 
MelDfield . 
Halton West 
Swinden - 

Tosside ^ 
Wigglesworth - 



708 

273 

166 

96 

35 
120 
421 



1.749 



Acreage. 



7,820 

i5>28o 

1,380 

7,480 



3U96o 



8,880 
3.870 

1.590 
1,880 

950 
«,790 



81,310 



8f06o 
3,200 

2)220 
1,320 
440 
2,240 
3,830 



16,310 



It Mas jresolved at the meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the 12th 
instantj that the medical officers for the past year should continue their services on 
the same terms till such time as the medical order lately issued could be brought 
into operation in this Union « 

Genekal WaoKHousE Order. 

This order will be taken into consideration when the meeting of the Board of 
Guardians for the appointment of medical officers is fixed, at which meeting there 
will be a full attendance of guardians. 

I send you a return of the number of paupers which our workhouse can accom- 
modate, signed by myself as clerk, and the surgeon. 

I am, &c. , 

(signed) WilUam Foster^ 

Clerk to the Board of Gvardians. 
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TO THE GUARDIANS OF '^THE SETTLE UNION. 3 

Guardians* Room, Settle, 5 April 1842. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians holden here this day, the minutes of 
the weekly meeting, held on the 29th ult., were read over and confirmed. 

Present : — Anthony Stackhouse, Chairman ; Thomas Redmayne, Richard Clap- 
ham, Christopher Foster, Thomas Newhouse, James Pratt, Henry Langstreth^ 
William Stackhouse, John Lawson, Edward Hartley, William Atkinson, Thomas 
Cockshott, Thomas Buck, Joseph Frankland, John Wilman, Robert Anderson, 
Robert Nightingale, John Brown, James Armitstead, John Taylor, James Thomp- 
son, John Procter, John Mallison, Thomas Birkbeck, esq., James Lawson. 

The order relating to the medical officers, lately issued by the Commissioners, 
having been taken into consideration at this meeting ; moved by Mr. Taylor, and 
seconded by Mr. Birkbeck, That the medical districts in this Union be the same 
as the assistant-overseei*s' districts. 

Resolved unanimously. That such be the districts of the medical officers. 

Resohed, That the Kirkby Malhamdale district include the townshijps of Mal- 
ham Moor, Malham, Kirkby Malham, Hanleth, Airton, Scosthrop, and Otterburn; 
and that the salary for the medical officer for that district be 5/., including medical 
relief for paupers belonging to those townships and casual poor, and exclusive of 
10 s. for each case of labour, and the scale of payment for sui^ical and obstetrical 
services, as specified in Article lo. 

Resohedj That the Long Preston district include the townships of Long Pres- 
ton, Hellifield, Wigglesworth, Tosside, Halton West, Nappa, and Swindeu ; and 
that the salary for the medical officer for that district be 15/., including medical 
relief for the paupers belonging to those townships and casual poor, and exclusive 
of 105. for each case of labour, and the scale of payment for surgical and obstetrical 
services, as specified in Article 10. 

Resohed, That the Settle district include the townships of Settle, Giggleswick, 
Langclifie, Stainforth, and Rathmell ; and that the salary of the medical officer for 
that district be 2o/., including medical relief for the paupers belonging to those 
townships, and casual poor, and exclusive of 10^. fbr each Ciase of labour, and the 
scale of payment for surgical and obstetrical service8» as specified in Article 1 o. 

Resolvedf That the Arncliflfe district include the townships of Amdiffe, Littqn^ 
Halton Gill, and Hawkswick, and that the salary for the medical officer for that 
district be 5/., including medical relief for the paupers belonging to those townships 
and casual poor, and exclusive of 15 s. for each case of labour and the scale of 
payment for surgical and obstetrical services, as specified in Article 10. 

Resolved, That the Horton-in-Ribblesdale district include the township or 
parish of Uorton-in-Ribblesdale, and that the salary for the medical officer for that 
district be 6/., including medical relief for the paupers belonging to that town- 
ship and casual poor, exclusive of 15^. for each case of labour and the scale of 
payment for surgical and obstetrical services, as specified in Article 10. 

Resolved, That the Glapham district include the townships of Clapham, Aust- 
wick, and Lawkland, and that the salary for the medical officer for that district be 
14/., including medical relief for the paupers belonging to that township and casual 
poor, and exclusive of 10 5. for each case of labour and the scale of payment for 
surgical and obstetrical services, as specified in Article lo. 

Resolved, That the Bentham district ioclnde the townships of Bentham, Ingle- 
ton, Burton, and Thornton, and that the salary for the medical officer for that 
district be 46 /. including medical relief for paupers belonging to those townships 
and casual poor, and exclusive of lo^. for each case of labour and the scale of 
payment for surgical and obstetrical services, as specified in Article lo. 

Resolved, That the clerk send a copy of the above Resolutions to the Poor Law 
Commissioners for their approval previous to advertisements being issued for appli- 
cations for medical officers. 

Resolved, That the alterations as to the general workhouse order be taken into 
consideration when the medical officers are appointed. 
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4 ORDERS ISSUED BY THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

(4644 B.) 

Medical Arrangements. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 25 April 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 13th instant, forwarding to them copies of the resolutions passed 
by the Board of Guardians of the Settle Union, with reference to the medical 
arrangements of the Union. 

The Commissioners observe that the area of the districts, as proposed by the 
guardians exceeds the extent fixed by the Commissioners' order, although as 
regards the population they are very much within the amount prescribed ; and it is 
alleged in your letter that it will be impossible to bring the area of the districts 
within the limit mentioned in the order. 

Under these circumstances, the guardians can cause a special minute of the facts 
and of their opinion on the subject to be made and reported to the Commissioners 
for their consideration, as directed in Article 8 of the order. 

In the meantime the Commissioners approve provisionally of the arrangements, 
and they request that the particulars of the several appointments of the medical 
officers may be inserted in the accompanying forms, and that the forms may then 
be returned to them. 

I am, &c. 

William Foster, Esq. (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Clerk to the Guardians, Settle. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Settle, 6 May 1842. 

On the other half-sheet I send you copy resolutions passed at the mating of 
the Board of Guardians, held on the 3rd instant^ in reference to the general medical 
order. 

In your letter of the 25th ultimo, (No. 4644 B.) you mentioned some forms in 
which are to be inserted the particulars of die appointments of medical officers. 
These I conclude were intended to have been enclosed, but by mistake omitted. 
I will thank you for them as soon as convenient. 

Yours, &c 

Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) fVm. Foster. 

Guardians' Room, Settle, 3d May 1842. 
At a meeting of the Board of Guardians holden here this day, the minutes of 
the weekly meeting held on the 26th instant were read over and confirmed. 

Present : — Anthony Stack house. Chairman ; William Stackhouse, John Wei- 
man, Thomas Redmayne, Richard Clapham, William Atkinson, Edward Hartley, 
George Towler, James Thompson, James Farrer, j. p., John Procter. 

Resolved^ That the medical officers to be appointed be paid in the same way as 
the assistant overseers are now paid, with the exception of surgical and midwifery 
cases, which shall be paid by and charged to the townships where such cases take 
place, and that the per case system be abandoned, and that the medical relief be a 
Parochial (apportioned to the townships in each district, according to their respec* 
tive averages) and not an Union charge as heretofore. The objection to the per 
case system and the medical relief being an Union charge appearing to be the 
following, that the townships in the districts of Arnclifie and Kirkby Malbaro, and 
part of Long Preston, as they are now proposed to stand, are paying a considera- 
ble sum to medical officers for services performed in other more populous town- 
ships in the Union, and receiving no benefit. Cases of sickness seldom occunring 
in those districts, and it rarely happens that the medical officer has to attend any 
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TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE SETTLE UNION. 5 

to come within the area required by the medical order lately issued, the acreage of 
the districts being the following : 



Acres. 
Settle ... - 17,090 
Amcliffe - - - 20,070 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale - 18,970 
Clapham ... 24,240 



Acres. 
Bentham - - - 31,960 
Kirkby Malham - 20,310 

Long Preston - - 16,310 



And the population, according to the last census, in each district, being the fol- 
lowing : 



Settle - - - - 4,002 

Amcliffe - - - 447 

Horton-in-Ribblesdale - 520 

Clapham ... 1,844 



Bentham ... 4,525 
Kirkby Malham - - 868 

Long Preston - * - i,749 



It also appearing that the population of each district is considerably within the 
amount allowed by the general medical order for each medical officer, it is the wish 
of the guardians that such be the medical districts, and they hope that the Commis- 
sioners will approve of such arrangements. 

(signed) Anthony Stackhouse, Chairman. 



(6069 B.) 

Medical Arrangements. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 23 May 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 6th instant, forwarding to them copies of resolutions passed by 
the Board of Guardians of the Settle Union at their meeting on the 3d instant, 
with reference to the medical appointments for the Union. 

The Commissioners approve of the arrangements the guardians propose to make 
as to the mode of remunerating the medical officers and for the apportionment of 
the sums paid to them among the several townships of the Union. They also 
approve of the districts into which the guardians have resolved to divide the Union. 

The Commissioners transmit herewith the forms of queries which were acci- 
dentally omitted from their letter of the 25th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

William Foster, Esq., (signed) E. Chadxvick, 

Clerk to the Guardians, Settle. Secretary. 



(6592 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 9 June 1 842. 

I AK directed by the Poor Law Cpmmissioners to forward tq you herewith the 
accompanying copy of an order which they have bsued upon the recommendation 
of their Assistuit Commissioner, Mr. Mott, prescribing an out-door labour test 
for able-bodied males. 

I am also to enclose a copy of a circular which was sent with the order to 
those Unions to which it was originally issued as a general prd^r^ and which will 
explain the provisions of the order and the reasons which have induced the Com- 
misaiooers to issue it. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. G. Lumley^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ORDERS ISSUED BY THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 



Settle Union. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Settle Union, in the County of York ; 

To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the several Parishes and Places com- 
prised in the said Union ; 

To the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of the Petty Sessions, held for the 
Division or Divisions in which the Parishes and Places comprised within 
the said Union are situate ; 

And to all others whom it may concern. 

We, the Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of the authorities vested in us 
by an Act passed in the fifth year of the reign of his late Majesty King William 
the Fourth, intituled, " An Act for the Amendment and better Administration of 
the Laws relating to the Poor in England and Wales," do hereby order, direct, 
and declare, with respect to the Settle Union, in the county of York, as 
follows : — 

Article i. Every able-bodied male pauper receiving relief from any parish 
within the Union, and not relieved in the workhouse, shall be relieved in the fol- 
lowing manner ; that is to say, 

Half at least of the relief given to such pauper shall be given in food, clothing, 
and other articles of necessity. 

No such pauper shall receive relief from the guardians of the Union, or any of 
their oiBcers, or any overseer of any parish in the Union, while he is employed 
for wages or other hire or remuneration by any person, but every such pauper so 
relieved shall be set to work by the guardians. 

Article 2. The place or places at which able-bodied male paupers shall be so 
set to work in the Union, the sort or sorts of work in which they or any of them 
shall be employed, the times and mode of work, and all other matters relating to 
the employment of such able-bodied paupers, shall be fixed and regulated in such 
manner as the Poor Law Commissioners shall direct, upon a Report being made 
to them by the guardians respecting the employment of such able-bodied paupers ; 
which Report the guardians shall transmit to the said Commissioners within 14 
days after the day when this order shall come into force, and from time to time 
afterwards as the Poor Law Commissioners may require. 

Article 3. The guardians shall, upon the direction of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, appoint, either for a definite or indefinite term, an officer for the superinten- 
dence of the paupers employed under Articles 1 & 2, to be styled '' superintendent 
of pauper labour," and an assistant or assistants to such officer ; and every super^ 
intendent and assistant who may be so appointed shall comply with the regplations 
of this order, and any directions which the Poor Law Commissioners may give, 
in pursuance of Article 2. 

Article 4. Every superintendent and assistant to be appointed under this order 
shall be appointed by a majority of the guardians present at a meeting of the 
Board ; and every such appointment shall, as soon as the same shall have been 
made, be reported to the Poor Law Commissioners by the clerk to the guardians* 

Article 5. No appointment to the office of superintendent shall be njade under 
this order, unless notice that such appointment will be made shall have been given 
at one of the two ordinary meetings of the Board of Guardians next preceding the 
meeting at which the appointment shall be made, or unless an advertisement 
giving notice of such appointment shall have appeared in some public paper, by 
the direction of the guardians, at least seven days before the day on which such 
appointment shall be made. 

Article 6. The guardians shall pay to the superintendent and his assistant or 
assistants such salaries or remuneration as the Poor Law Commissioners shall from 
time to time direct or approve ; and the salary of every superintendent or assist^mt 
appointed under this order shall be payable up to the day on which be ceases to 
hold his office, and no longer, and shall be divided in such proportions among all 
or any of the parishes of the Union as the said Commissioners shall direct. 
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TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE SETTLE UNION. 7 

Law Commissioners ; but the guardians may, at their discretion, suspend from the 
discharge of his duties any such superintendent, and shall, in case of every such 
suspension, forthwith report the same, together with the cause thereof, to the Poor 
Law Commissioners for their decision thereon. 

Article 8. Every assistant appointed under this order may be dismissed by the 
guardians without the consent of the Poor Law Commissioners ; but every such 
dismissal, and the grounds thereof, shall be reported to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners. 

Article 9. If any superintendent appointed under this order be at any time 
prevented by sickness or accident, or other suflBcient reason, from the performance 
of his duties, the guardians may appoint a fit person to act as his temporary sub- 
stitute, and may pay him a reasonable compensation for his services ; and every 
such appointment shall be reported to the Poor Law Commissioners by the clerk 
to the guardians as soon as the same shall have been made. 

Article 10. When any superintendent appointed under this order shall die or 
resign, the guardians shall, as soon as conveniently may be after such death or 
resignation, give notice thereof to the Poor Law Commissioners, and shall proceed 
to make a new appointment in the manner prescribed by the above regulations. 

Article 11. Provided always, that the regulations in Article 1 shall not apply in 
the case of any able-bodied male pauper who shall come within any of the follow- 
ing descriptions ; that is to say, 

1st. Where such pauper shall receive relief on account of sudden and urgent 
necessity. 

2d. Where such pauper shall receive relief on account of any sickness, accident, 
or bodily or mental infirmity, affecting such pauper or any of his family. 

3d. Where such pauper shall receive relief for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses, either wholly or in part, of the burial of any of his family. 

4tb. Where such pauper shall be confined in any gaol or place of safe custody. 

5th. Where any able-bodied male person shall not reside within the Union, but 
the i^ifci child, or children of such person shall reside within the same, the guard- 
ians may afford relief to such wife, child, or children, according to their dis- 
cretion. 

Article 1 2. In every case in which the guardians or any of their officers may 
allow relief on account of sickness, accident, or infirmity, to any able-bodied male 
person, or to any member of the family of any able-bodied male person, without 
setting such person to work, according to the directions in Article 1, an extract 
from the medical officer's weekly report, (if any such officer shall have attended 
the case), stating the nature of such sickness, accident, or infirmity, shall be spe- 
,cially entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the guardians of the day on 
which the relief is ordered or subsequently allowed. 

But if the guardians shall think fit, a certificate under the hand of a medical 
officer of the Union, or of the medical practitioner in attendance on the party on 
account of whose sickness, accident, or infirmity, relief shall be allowed, shall be 
laid before the Board, stating the nature of such sickness, accident, or infirmity, 
and a copy of the same shall he in like manner entered in the minutes. 

Article 13. It shall not be lawful for the guardians of the Union, or any of their 
officers, or for any overseer of any parish in the Union, to pay the rent, wholly or 
in part, of any pauper ; provided always, that nothing in this article contained, 
shall apply to any shelter or temporary lodging procured in any case of sudden 
and urgent necessity, or mental imbecility. 

Article 14. If the guardians of the Union shall depart in any particular instance 
from any of the regulations hereinbefore contained, and shall, within 15 days after 
such departure, report the same, and the grounds thereof to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, and if the Poor Law Commissioners shall approve of such departure, 
then the relief granted in such particular instance shall, if otherwise lawful, not 
be deemed to be unlawful, or be subject to be disallowed. 

Article 15. No relief which shall be contrary to any regulation in this order, 
shall be given by way of loan ; an J every relief which may be given to, or oa 
account of any person above the age of 21, or to his wife, or any part of his family 
under the age of 16, under Articles 1, 1 1, or 12, may, if the guardians shall think 
fit, be given by way of loan. 

422. Article 
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Article 16. Whenever the word ** parish'' is used in this order, it shall be 
taken to signify any place separately maintaining its own poor. 

Aiticle 17. Whenever^ in this order, any article is referred to by its number, the 
article of this order bearing that number, shall be taken to be signified thereby. 

Given under our hands and seal of office, this 8th day of June, in the year 
1 842. 

(signed; G. C. Lewis, 

EdmwidW. Head. 

Ej^lanatory Letter accompanying Out-door Labour-iest Order. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 30 April 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have thought it expedient to issue to certain 
Unions in the northern counties, to which no regulations concerning the out-door 
relief of the able-bodied have been hitherto issued, an order prescribing an out- 
door labour-test for able-bodied males. 

It appeared to the Commissioners that, although the circumstances of these 
Unions were such as rendered it impracticable or inexpedient for ihe Commission- 
ers to include them in their general prohibitory order of the 2d of August last, 
it was nevertheless advisable, for the prevention of abuses inseparable from the out- 
door relief of the able-bodied, to issue to these Unions some regulations on the 
subject. 

The following are the principal abuses which the order is intended to prevent : — 

1 . The payment of the wages of able-bodied persons wholly or partially out of 
the poor rate ; or, in other words, the affiarding of relief to able-bodied persons 
whilst they are in the employment of private individuals, and in the receipt of 
wages. 

2. Imposture on the part of able-bodied paupers who may continue chargeable 
to the rates whilst able to maintain themselves by proper exertion. 

3. The payment of rents from the poor mtes. 

Against these abuses, to arrest which is the interest of the poor themselves as 
much as of the rate payers, the provisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act were 
mainly directed. 1 hat Statute evidently contemplates, under ordinary circum- 
stances, the adoption of the workhouse as the most effectual remedy for the evils 
in question ; but in cases where the guardians have not provided adequate work- 
house accommodation, or where large numbers of able-bodied persons are often 
suddenly thrown out of employment by the fluctuations of manufactures, the Com- 
missioners may, if they think fit, exercise the power conferred on them by s. 52 of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, of prescribing other conditions for the relief of 
the able-bodied than jadmission into the workhouse. 

The following are the provisions of the order : — 

Article 1 • Provides that half the relief is to be in kind, and that no able-bodied 
person shall receive relief whilst in employment for any other person, but shall be 
set to work by the guardians. 

The advantages of this mode of relief and its tendency to prevent misapplica- 
tion by the man, of what is furnished for the use of his wife and family, have 
already been often pointed out by the Commissioners, and will be evident to all 
who have witnessed its employment on a large scale. The articles given should be 
those of first necessity, such as bread or potatoes. 

It is to be observed that this article applies only to able-bodied men who are not 
relieved in the workhouse, and therefore that, so far as the workhouse may serve, 
the guardians may, if they think fit, admit into it any able-bodied applicant for 
relief. 

Article 2 makes it necessary for the guardians to report the mode of employment 
(such, for instance, as stone-breaking, removing earth, picking oakum, or labour 
,ai a hand-mill), together with the place and time of work, and any other regula- 
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The guardians should consider what is sufficient for the wants of the man and 
his family, or the man alone, if he be single. This sum they should order (half 
at least of which is to be in kind) as relief to be given on condition that die man 
performs a certain task of work to the satisfaction of the superintendent. 

It is presumed that the task required will be carefully fixed at what it is reasonable 
for an able-bodied man of average strength to perform. If the pauper should 
refuse to perform this task, he should be told that, inasmuch as he is able partly 
to maintain his family by giving the guardians the benefit of that quantity of work 
in return for the relief, and if he refuses or neglects so to do, he will subject 
himself to punishment under section 3 of the Vagrant Act, 5 Geo. 4, c. 83. 

Thus the misconduct of the man will not interrupt the relief to his wife and 
children, whilst he himself will be punished for his misconduct. 

Article 3 requires the appointment of one or more officers to superintend the 
labour. Unless this be done the whole system will fail to answer its end ; and 
though the first abuse of payment of wages out of rates may not occur, the second, 
viz. of wilful and fraudulent chargeability on the part of the pauper will defeat 
all the endeavours of the guardians to protect the rate payers. The rate will be 
relied on as a means of enabling workmen to continue and hold out against offers 
of reasonable wages, or will deter them from seeking for employment elsewhere. 

On the due selection of the superintendent, and the vigilant performance of his 
duties, much will depend.. 

Articles 4-10 relate to the appointment, salary, and continuance in office of the 
superintendent. 

Article 1 1 contains the exceptions to Article 1 ; that is to say, the able-bodied 
cases in which the guardians may afibrd relief without requiring labour, and with- 
out afifording one-half in kind. These exceptions are, in great measbre, identical 
with those in Article 1 of the order of the 2d of August 1841, prohibiting the 
out-door relief of the able-bodied; and the Commissioners believe that the 
guardians will find the discretion thus remaining in their hands sufficient to meet 
all ordinary instances of hardship. The order of the 2d of August, however, 
included able-bodied females as well as males; and as the present order includes 
only males, the exceptions relating to widows in that order are here omitted. The 
guardians will remark: that as the order is confined to able-bodied persons, and 
therefore does not comprehend the aged and infirm, the latter class are not ex- 
cepted in this article, or adverted to in any of the observations in this letter. 

Article 1 2 requires a medical certificate as the proof of illness, when such illness 
is the ground of an exception to the order. 

Article 13 prohibits the payment of rent; but it will be seen that if a case of 
sudden urgency occurs, or if an idiot is found in a destitute state, the Board of 
Guardians, or even the relieving officer or overseers will in no way be prevented 
from procuring temporary lodgings to meet the urgency of the case. This proviso, 
however, will not authorise the continuance of such charge for lodging longer than 
is sufficient to meet the case, or if the lodging be procured by the officers, to 
bring it before the next meeting of the Board of Guardians. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to add, that if a destitute person is too ill to be removed, a medical man's 
certificate to that effect would justify the relieving officer in retaining the lodging 
inwhich such person had been placed, until his state should allow of his removal 
tothe workhouse, or he should cease to be chargeable ; but the authority of the 
guardians should always be obtained on the first practicable occasion, and should 
be renewed from time to time as opportunity may offer. 

Article 14 empowers the Commissioners to sanction any particular instance not 
coming within the exceptions in Article 11, if reported by the guardians within 
15 days. 

Article 15 makes any relief which is contrary to the order if given absolutely, 
equally contrary to it if given by way of loan ; but authorises the guardians to 
make relief given in conformity with the order, a loan to the pauper, and thus 
brings such relief within section 58 of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Signed by order of the Board, 
To the Clerk to the Guardians. Edwin Chadwick^ Secretary. 
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Gentlemen, . Settle, 22 June 1842. 

I SEND you copy resolution passed at the Board of Guardians, with reference to 
the prohibitory order lately issued to this Union, and shall in the course of a few 
days send you the number of able-bodied males rec^ving out-relief, residing both 
within and out of the Union. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) JVilliam Foster. 

I also send copy resolution with reference to the bond proposed by King, the 
fresh assistant overseer. W. F. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Resolvedi That upon consideration of the special circumstances of the Settle 
Union, namely, that nearly the whole of the Union is occupied as grazing land, 
and that there is not the employment for agricultural labourers that there is in the 
corn counties, many of the farmers having no farm servants except in hay time, 
and the larger farms being managed by one farm servant only, except during the 
hay harvest ; that the inclosures are generally surrounded by stone walls, which 
once made require little repair, and that there is not even the usual employn>ent of 
hedging and ditching; that under these circumstances, the population beinj; 
greater than the demand for their labour, a great proportion of the labouring poor 
have gone into Lancashire, to Colne, Burnley, Bury, Manchester, &c., where they 
have obtained employment in manufactories, and other occupations connected with 
manufacture, still retaining their settlements in the townships from which they 
migrated ; and that in ordinary times t]iese poor persons have been able to main- 
tain themselves, but in limes like the present, they have required relief from their 
parishes, which has been afforded them whilst residing in Lancashire ; that no less 
than 297 heads of families, the children of each family averaging three, residing in 
Lancashire, and other manufacturing districts belonging to this Union, are now on 
the books; the whole number of heads of families belonging to the Union receiving 
out-door relief being 831. 

That in Long Preston township, and other townships in the Union, the poor are 
employed in hand-loom weaving, by which a good workman can now earn not 
more than 3 s. per week, and that there is no other employment which a weaver 
can turn to. 

That there is not profitable or remunerating employment to which the poor can 
be set in this Union, nor from the peculiar circumstances can there be any. That 
it is true in some townships they may break stones and repair roads, which, how- 
ever, in this district, are in sufficient repair at present ; but even this would fail 
in some townships, the roads being wholly repaired, ratione tenura ; and as long 
as they are not presentable, it is not likely the farmers will employ the poor upon 
them, the roads being in good and sufficient repair, so far as the law will compel 
them to put them in repair. That in the opinion of this Board it would be highly 
inexpedient to bring the able-bodied manufacturing poor out of Lancashire and 
other manufacturing districts, to set them to work in this Union, pursuant to the 
order of the Commissioners of the 8th June 1842, addressed to this Union, as 
the parties so brought would lose their week's employment and houses, which 
they could not again obtain, as their places would be instantly supplied, and this 
Board could find no employment except the unproductive and unprofitable one of 
breaking stones, and there would be not the slightest chance of employing them 
in their own trades or otherwise, to any advantage in this Union. 

That in the case of weavers and others residing in the Union, it would be 
highly inexpedient to deprive them of the little employment they have, and for 
the guardians to set them to work. The rate of wages would not be increased 
by so doing, as the steam-loom can at present far more than supply the demand. 
And that the cry of throwing a man upon his own resources must here fail, the 
poor weaver having no resources of any kind ; he is worth nothing for any other 
kind of labour. That there are not houses in some townships to harbour the poor 
should thev be brousrht as ordered, and the workhouse is alreadv full. That at 
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TO THE GUARDIANS OF THE SETTLE UNION. ii 

That under these circumstances it is our opinion that the application and 
enforcing of the order of the Poor Law Commissioners of the 8th June 1842, 
addressed to this Union, received on the loth day of the said month of June, at 
the time and in the manner prescribed by the said Commissioners, would be inex- 
pedient. And we do hereby in pursuance of the Act in that behalf, delay the 
operation of such order for the space of 30 days from the day of the receipt of 
such order. And we order a copy of this resolution, and a report of the special 
circumstances herein set forth, to be sent to the said Commissioners. 



Guardians' Room, Settle, 21 June 1842. 

At a Meeting of the Board of Guardians holden here this day, the minutes of 
the weekly meeting held on the 14th instant, were read over and confirmed. 

Present : — Anthony Stackhouse, Chairman ; William Clayton, esq. j.p., William 
Stackhouse, Thomas Kedmayne, John Lawson, James Lawson, Joseph Frankland, 
Robert Anderson, John Procter, John Wilman, George Fowler. 

The above resolution, with reference to the prohibitory order, was passed. 

(signed) Anthony Stackhouse^ Chairman. 



(8425 B.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
Sir, 24 June 1 842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 22d instant, in which you forward to them a copy of a resolution 
passed by the guardians of the Settle Lmion, stating the grounds on which they 
think it ineicpedient to enforce the provisions of the Commissioners' order of 8th 
June 1842, and directing, in pursuance of sect. 52 of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, that the operation of such order shall be delayed for 30 days from the receipt 
thereof. 

The Commissioners admit the necessity for considering the special circumstances 
alluded to in the resolution of the guardians. With this view the Commissioners 
deem it requisite that they should be in possession of all the details of the case 
more fully than the clerk seems to contemplate in the further communication which 
he proposes to make ; they therefore request to be furnished with — 

1. A list of all non-resident able-bodied persons now receiving relief from the 
Settle Union, with the ages and number of their families, the places of their 
respective residences, their trades, the amount of relief, and the mode in which it 
is paid to each. 

2. A list of all able-bodied hand-loom weavers resident within the Union, and 
now receiving relief, with the amount of such relief, and number and ages of their 
families. 

The Commissioners do not admit the validity of the argument, that stone- 
breaking, or similar labour, would not be profitable, but they will give the whole 
case their most attentive consideration. 

In the mean time the Commissioners, in pursuance of the provisions contained 
in sect. 52 of the Poor Law Amendment Act, consent to the postponement of 
the operation of the order wichin the Settle Union until the Commissioners shall 
appoint a day on which such order, or any part of it, is to be enforced or observed 
by the guardians. 

I hare, &c. 
William Foster, Esq. (signed) E. Chadwick, 

Clerk to the Guardians, Settle. Secretary. 
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POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 



RETURN to an Addbess of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated ss March 1842 \—for^ 



A COPY of the Evidence taken, and Report made, by the Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioners sent to inquire into the State of the Population of 
Stockport. 



(Mr. Cobden.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
11 April 1842. 



[Price Is. 4rf.] 
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THE REPORT 

APPENDIX : 

I^EVIDENCE RELATING TO DISTRESS AND RELIEF: 



0-) 
(3.) 
(3.) 
(4.) 
(5.) 
(6.) 

(7.) 
(8.) 

(9.) 

(10.) 

(".) 
(13.) 
(M.) 
(»5.) 
(16.) 

(>7.) 
(18.) 

(•9.) 

(20.) 

(.1.) 
(".) 



Samuel Forster, esq. Chairman of the guardians, 21 January 1842 • 
Mr. John Lawton, Relieving officer, 92 January 1842 . • - 
Mr. Daniel Charlton, Relieving officer ---..-- 
Mr. Joseph Wheeler, Relieving officer - - - • - - - 
WninUn Rayner, esq. Medical officer -•••••. 
Joseph Blackshaw, esq. Medical officer •«••--- 
Frederick Tinker, esq. Medical officer, 25 January 1842 - - - . 
Peter Edward Marsland, esq. 2 February 1842 . . . • • 
Mr. Samuel Howard Cheetham, 29 January 1842 - - - - - 
Mr. George Atkinson, Collector of poor-rates, 26 January 1842 
The Rev. John Waddington, Secretary to Distress Inquiry Committee 
The Rev. Charles Kenrick Prescot, Rector of Stockport, 31 January 1842 
The Rev. Edward Howell, Curate of 3t Mary's, 27 January 1842 • 
Mr. Samuel Walker, Provision dealer, 3 February 1842 - - . - 
Mr. George Henshall, Publican, 4 February 1842 - . . • . 
Mr. Samuel Fletcher, Pawnbroker, 20 January 1842 - - - - 
Mr. William Hunt, Pawnbroker .---•^ta-- 
Mr. Thomas Meakin, Furniture broker .-.--.- 



II.— EVIDENCE RELATING TO CAUSES OF DISTRESS: 

(1.) Mr. Robert M^Clure, Manager of Mr. OrrelFs Mill, 26 January 1842 

(2.) James Wilkinson, esq. - - - • - 

(3.) Cephas Howard, esq. 31 January 1842 - 

(4.) James Marshall, esq. 31 January 1842 - 

(5.) T. Ashton, esq. 4 February 1842 - . - 

(6.) Robert Gee, esq. 5 February 1842 

(7.) Edward Hollins, esq. 2 February 1842 - 

(8.) William Courtney Cruttenden, esq. 5 February 1842, 



Master Spinners 
and Manufac-^ 
turers 



P-3 



Mr. Thomas Sidebottom, Collector of rents, 3 February 1843 - - . 
Mr. Samuel Hunt, Builder -.-. .... 

Mr. Alexander Loonie, Emigration agent ...... 

John Francis Woody, esq. House surgeon to the Infirmary, 5 February 1842 



- P- 

- p. 
. p. 

- P- 

- P- 

- P- 

- P- 

- P- 

- P- 

- P- 

- p. 

P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 
P- 



69 

74 
76 

78 

79 
80 
8a 

84 
85 
86 

89 
96 
97 
99 
99 

10© 

101 
103 
103 
104 
105 
105 



- p. 

- p 
• P' 

- P 

- P 

- P 



p.t07 
p. 108 
109 
111 
»»3 
"4 
116 
118 



III.— DOCUMENTS: 

(1.) Memoranda of Visits to Families in Distress : 

Stockport Distiiet - - • •- > > > • *p* iso 
Hazelgrove District ...... ....p. 133 

Hyde District ...........p. 136 

(3.) Circular to Manu&cturers .........p. 137 

(3.) Memoranda of an Interview with Four Members of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, in the Stockport District of the Manchester Unity of that Order, p. 138 

(4.) Retams, showing the Quantities of British Spirits permitted into Traders' Stocks, 
and also the Quantities of Forei^ Spirits, Wine, Tea, T<rt>acco, and SnnlF 
consumed in the Stockport District or Excise, in each year from 1831 to the 
present time ...... ....p. 130 
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REPORT 



OF 



THE ASSISTANT POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

Sent to Inquire into the State of the Population of Stockport. 



TO THE POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 
Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 9 February 1842. 

Gentlemen, 

ON Monday, the 10th January last, we proceeded to Stockport under your 
instructions, bearing date the 6th of that month, for the purpose of 
inquiring into the '' extent, nature, and causes of the distress" existing am on 
the operative classes in the Stockport Union, and also into the manner am 
degree in which the distress *' has been remedied or palliated ;" and we now 
proceed to report to your Board the result of our inquiries. 

The Stockport Union, which was declared to take place from and after the 
3d February 1837, comprises at this time 17 townships and places, 15 of which 
are situate in Cheshire, and two in Lancashire ; and the following table shows 
the names of the townships, together with the area an d average annual expen- 
diture of each, and the population as computed in 1831 and 1841 respectively. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



STATISTICS OF THE UNION. 



Table (A.) 
Stockport Union. 



NAMES 

of 

TOWNSHIPS AND PLACES. 



Bramhall 

Bredbury 

Brinningtcm 

Cheadle Bulkeley - 

Cheadle Moseley - 

Etchells Stockport - 

Hyde . . . 

Handforth-cum-Bosden 

Marple - - - 

Norbury 

OfFerton 

Romiley 

Stockport 

Torkington 

Wemeth 

Heaton N orris 

Reddish ... 



Total 



AREA, 

computed in 

Acrett* 



2,602 
2,407 

T98 
1,666 
2,413 
1,485 

791 
1,776 
2,955 
1,174 

526 
1,100 
1,740 

670 
1,468 
1,393 
1,504 



26,458 



Average Annual 

Expenditure, 

as calculated for tLe 

Three Years 
ended March 18S7. 



£• 
257 
460 
335 
472 
336 
105 
327 
388 
454 
196 
96 
220 

2,845 

76 

290 

1,036 
224 



8,119 



Population 

by Census of 

1831. 



1,401 
2,407 
3,987 
4,228 
1,951 
1,443 
7,138 
1,980 
3,456 

670 

431 

1,242 

25,469 

284 

3,462 

11,238 

800 



71,587 



Population 

by Census of 

1841. 



1,396 
3,300 
5,331 
5,508 
2,866 

749 

10,151 

2,394 

3,449 

808 

354 

1,465 

28,419 

345 

3,904 

14,626 

1,187 



86,252 
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Union. 



4 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS FOR INQUIRING INTO 
joitions of each of the following townships ; viz. Ueaton Norris (Lancashire), 



The borough of Stockport comprises the entire township of Stoclqport and 
portions of each of the following townships ; viz. Ueaton No; 
firinnington» Cheadie Bulkeley, and Cheadle Moseley. 



The population included within the borough of Stockport was» 

In 1831 46,873 

- 1841 56,750 



Increase of population in the borough - - 9,877 



The 



TABLE (B.) 



StOCKPOKT UfflON. 



QUARTER ENDED 



September 

December 

March • 

June 

September 

December 

IMarch 

June 

September 

December 

March - 

June 

September 

December 



1838 



1839 



- 1840 



1841 



NUMBER OF PAUPERS- 



IN-DOOR. 



Abl»J>odied, Out of Work, &c 



Mates. 



6 
a 

9 

7 

8 

10 

13 
16 

»4 

10 

6 

9 

15 

30 



Femalet. 



31 
3 

4 

4 

5 

»4 

13 

»7 
14 
»5 
13 

8 
so 

31 



ChiUten 
under l$. 



»5 
1 

9 
7 

to 
39 
3« 
37 
38 
50 
47 
55 
61 

57 



•Jo 
8 8 



hi 



177 
178 
353 
s66 
389 

309 
493 
413 
407 
44« 
447 
503 
535 
567 



Totd. 



319 
184 

«74 
384 
31s 
363 

479 
47« 
473 
517 
5«« 
575 

631 

€65 



OUT-DOOR. 



Able-bodied, 
Out of Work, &«. 



MiUcs. 



70 

79 
74 

9» 
118 

163 
305 
«9« 
314 

134 
153 

137 
333 

443 



Female*. 



90 

76 

80 

83 

141 

197 

361 

884 

310 

«43 
167 

153 
363 
503 



Vagnati and Bnpn 
not beioDgiag t> Ik 
Union. 






3 

7 

41 

85 

37 

39 

164 

189 

199 
«07 
263 

810 

a6i 
4^1 



FaMK 



Statisdcs of tbe 
Union* 



The first point which calls for remark, on a view of the tabular statements 
exhibited above, is the small amount of the average annual expenditure of this 
Union compared with the population contained in it, and the small number of 
persons who appear to have been found on the relief lists at the time when the 
guardians first commenced the administration of relief to the poor. 



6 

18 
Go 

37 

59 
118 
300 
«75 
373 
352 
3C2 
34C 
4*3 

6-21 
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THE STATE OF THE POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 



The guardians of Stockport Union were directed to commence the admi- 
nistration of relief to the poor on the 4th day of June 1838, and the following 
Table, prepared from the contents of the Union Quarterly Abstracts, shows in 
some degree the progress of the Union in regard to the number and classes of 
paupers relieved, and the expenditure in relief to the present time. 



Statistics of the 
Union. 



TABLE (B.) 





- 


- - 


- 


Stockport Union. 


• 






- 


. RELIEVED 


• 




EXPENDITURE IN RELIEF. 


. 


- OUT-DOOR. 






Coat 

of In-door 

Kclief. 


Cost 

of Oot-deor 

Relief. 


Relief 

by way of 

Loan. 






Ollirr Out-door Pour, 
atAged, Sick. Widows. 
&c.. ineladiag Chil. 
drcn nader i6L 


Children under iS, 
lieing cither Orphans or 
Bulard Children, or re- 
lieved with their Parents 
as per Oat-relief List, 
and not included in pie- 
ceding colunas. 


Total. 


Gbamd 

TOTAI. 


TOTAL. 












£. *. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. *. d. 




900 


i,»a3 


3,193 


2^11 


- 


' 


1,105 8 11 J 


• • 




1,105 8 11 J 




941 


».»94 


«.3>5 


«,499 


- 


- 


1,331 - 10 J 


• • 




1,331 - 10 J 




855 


>.9«9 


9,339 


9,613 


336 16 


9i 


1,335 14 9 


- 




1,702 11 6} 




964 


»,895 


•,595 


9,87d 


494 13 


3 


1,344 1 9 


- 




1;768 H 4 




975 


1,525 


3,855 


3,167 


415 - 


5 


1,483 3 1 


- 




1,898 3 6 




896 


».738 


3,300 


3»56s 


421 11 


9} 


M71 15 8 J 


60 8 


8J 


1,963 16 2 J 




1,187 


2,53 » 


4,838 


5,3»7 


659 17 


74 


2,010 9 io| 


93 4 


6 


2.763 12 - 




i,>55 


3,586 


4,78* 


5,«53 


656 13 


6i 


2,263 7 1 


83 14 


3 


3,003 14 9 i 




989 


3,138 


4,113 


4,685 


610 12 


71 


2,237 9 8 


86 7 


- 


«,9«4 9 3i 




930 


1,663 


3,499 


3,946 


575 6 


li 


1,680 13 11 li 


79 17 


3 


3,328 16 3 




970 


»»499 


3,406 


3,918 


7»7 3 


9 


1,990 3 10 J 


113 16 


3 


2,831 3 10| 




1,001 


1,801 


3,647 


4»a9« 


823 19 


2| 


1,762 11 - 


81 7 


1 


'A666 17 3 1 




945 


3,384 ; 


4,389 


5,010 


902 1 


li 


1,833 3 11 J 


140 11 


3 


9.875 15 3i 




99» 


3,928 


6,206 


6,871 


1,033 11 


6 


2,360 3 - 


143 2 


4 


3,536 16 10 



was only 8,119/. for a population which, in 1831, was 71,587, and which has Statistics of the 
since increased to 86,252, as stated in the census of 1841. Union. 

The average for the township of Stockport was 2,845/., for a population c»f 

^,469 in 1831, since increased to 28,419 ; and the township of Hyde, with a 
population of 7,138 in 1831, and of 10,151 in 1841, was charged with an 
annual expenditure in relief of 327/., and appears at the commencement of 
the Union to have had only QS persons, including children, in any way depen- 
dent on its poor rates for support. 

358. A 3 
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Previous Condition 
of the Operatives. 



Wages in pros- 
perous times. 



Structure of the 
population. 



PREVIOUS CONDITION OF THE OPERATIVES. 

Before we proceed to detail the evidences of distress submitted to our obser- 
vation in Stockport Union, it appears desirable to premise such explanations as 
have occurred to us of the small ratio which the cost of relief seems to have 
borne to the population at a former period ; and the remarks we are about to 
make on that subject will be found to have a very material application, when we 
come to consider the degree and intensity of the distress now existing, and the 
nature of the reverse which a large part of the population have undergone. 

In the first place, the income derived from full employment in a prosperous 
state of trade, by a large portion of those whose manual labour is employed in 
the several branches of the eotton mftnufacture, is such as to place the working 
hands, and those dependent on them for support, above the necessity of resorting 
to parochial relief. 

This remark must be made exceptive of hand-loom weavers in cotton, many 
of whom have of late years been driven by a very low rate of earnings to partial 
dependence on the poor rates ; it applies, however, to those who constitute the 
bulk of the manufacturing population in Stockport Union, which chiefly consists 
of operatives whose manual labour is employed in connexion with machinery 
moved by steam power ; and the lucrative employment which certain of the 
processes afford (subject to the regulations of the Factory Act) to children and 

}roung persons of both sexes, and also to adult females, places a factory popu- 
ation, in point of resources and the command of the means of enjoyment, above 
the level, probably, of any other class of working population in this country. 

In order to present a more distinct view of the structure of the population of 
the borough of Stockport, we have examined the last rate-book of the township 
of Stockport, and classified the several tenements as follows : — 



TABLE (C). 



AN ACCOUNT of the different Classes of Tenements rated to the Poor-rate in the Township 








of Stockport . 




TENEMENTS 




Number 


DESCRIPTION OF DWELLINGS. 




rateable al 




in 

the Rale made 

Nov. J 841. 


tod 
bj wbora chiefly Occupied. 


1. 


3 /. and under 




975 


cellars -1 occupied by operatives and la- 
baek-housesj bourers, including Irish. 


2. 


• between 2 /. and 4 /. 


- 


2,307 


3. 


— 4 /. and 8 /. 


- 


2,898 


- - the better paid classes of operatives, includ- 
ing mechanics, artizans, &c. 


4- 


- — 8/. and 12/. 


- 


476 


- - overlookers, book-keepers, and other persons 
holding places of trust. 

- - small shopkeepers, and persons of small in* 


5. 


— 12/. and 20/. 


- 


303 










dependent means. 


6. 

7- 
8. 


— 20 /. and 40 /. - 

— 40 /. and 60 /. - 

— 60 L and upwards 


235] 
62 S 

44J 


- - larger shopkeepers, publicans, and the higlier 
classes of private residences 


9- 


- Mills, &c, . 


- 


40 




10. 


- Land - - - 
Total - - 


- 


124 






7,464 





Wages in pros- 
perous times. 



The rateable value in this book falls short of the actual rental by about 25 per 
cent., and we are told that the lowest rating of a Parliamentary voter is about 
7 /. 10*. The persons chiefly occupying the houses rated at from 4 /. to 8 /. are 
described as the better paid class of operatives^ including mechanics and artizans ; 
and it will be seen that this class, and the classes occupying a still higher descrip- 
tion of dwelling-houses, constitute together a large portion of the population, 
the number of inferior houses and cellars being materially less than one-half of 
the whole. In a prosperous state of trade, the incomes of the families occu- 
pying the second and third classes of dwelling-houses will probably, in most 
cases, exceed \l. weekly: not unfrequently they amount to 2/. 10*. and 3/. 
weekly ; and sometimes, though perhaps rarely, they exceed that amount. 

In 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STATE OF THE POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 7 

In a prosperous state of the trade, therefore, the contingencies which bring Previous Condition 

Eersons so circumstanced into contact with the poor-rates may be supposed to ©^ ^ OpcrmtivCT. 
e of rare occurrence. 
Mr. T. Ashton, of Hyde, states in his evidence on this subject : 
*' About five or six years ago we ascertained, by a strict examination of the 
families of those who were in our own employment, amounting (together with 
the families) to at least 3,000 people, that there was not one person of the 
whole number in the receipt of parochial relief." 

Even the aged members of a manufacturing community have a different Condition of aged 
social position from that of the same class of persons in many other parts of persons. 
England, so small a number of them, in proportion to the population, being 
found dependent on the poor-rates. 

The disposition and ability of the operatives to support their aged relatives 
is one explanation of this circumstance, and it may be added that many of this 
class, especially aged females, afford a service very appropriate |o their con 
dition, and of not inconsiderable value, by keeping house and taking care of the 
youngest children, while the working part of the family are absent at their 
work, and while the elder of the children, though not of age to work, are 
absent at school. With such assistance in the care of her household, during 
her absence at the factoiy, many an industrious married woman is enabled to 
add 8^., 10^., or Us. weekly to the income brought in by her husband and the 
elder of the children. It "is not uncommon for aged females to become 
domesticated for the purpose of affording service of this nature in the families 
of those who have no elderly relations to support, and some of them are said 
to earn a livelihood by preparing and carrying to the factories the refreshments 
which the hands sometimes prefer taking on the premises to going home and 
returning during the period allowed for their meals. 

The relief lists for the township of Hyde (population in 1841 — 10,151), 
present for the quarter ended in September 1838, only seven aged males, and 
nine aged females as the whole number of that class receiving out-door or 
in-door relief from the poor-rates; and in the quarter ended December 1841, 
the total number of this class was not increased. («See the Evidence of Daniel 
Charlton, relieving-oflScer of Hyde District Appendix, p. 76, in explanation 
of these facts.) 

Secondly, The number and extent of provident institutions, such as sick Provident iustitu- 
clubs, benefit societies, funeral clubs, and the various secret orders of the Odd tions. 
Fellows, Druids, Foresters, &c., which comprise many of the better-paid manu- 
facturing operatives, form a strong barrier for the protection of the poor-rates 
in regard to cases of accident, sickness or death ; contingencies which, when 
they occur among the labouring classes of other districts, are generally recog- 
nized as occasions for relief. 

It is common to impute habits of extreme improvidence to the working 
population of the factories. We fear it must be admitted that many of them 
nave too little regarded the very probable occurrence of fluctuations and 
reverses in the condition of the trade in which they are engaged, but it has 
been justly observed to us, " What class of society is free from the vice of 
improvidence ? Certainly not the highest class, nor the class or classes which 
rank between the highest and the lowest; and so far as the working classes are 
improvident, they are only following the example of those above them.** 

By reference to the Appendix, p. 128, it will be seen that the Independent 
Order of Odd ^Fellows alone contains upwards of 2,300 adult male persons 
within the district of Stockport, and that a great number of these are persons 
engaged in the manual labour of the factories, or in occupations immediately 
connected with them. We found, from the books of the Stockport Savings 
Bank, that no less than 80 provident institutions, including the lodges of the 
secret orders, had opened accounts there, and the whole number of such insti- 
tutions existing in Stockport, so far as we have been enabled to ascertain, 
exceeds 100. 

Thirdly, No inconsiderable part of the population resident in the cotton Proportion of non- 
Digitized by vnOOQlC 
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Spirit of independ- 
ence. 



we must state in justice to the roanu- 
countieSy that they exhibit a de^ee of 



Effect of steam 
power and 
machinery. 



Previous Condition times for the parish to which the settlement is traced to bear the expense of 
of the Operatives^ ^jj^ relief afforded, without compelling the parish in which the chargeability 
occurs to resort to the legal course of removing the parties under an order of 
justices. We cannot doubt that this practice, tsS^en in connexion with the large 
number of unsettled persons (including Irish and Scotch) who are usually found 
resident in the manufacturing towns of the cotton district, has had some effect 
heretofore in making the expenditure of the poor-rates bear a small ratio to 
the population, for the township appears by such a practice to have escaped 
both the cost of relief and the expense of removing the parties to their place 
of settlement. — (See the Evidence of Daniel Charlton, relieving-officer of the 
Hyde district, Appendix, p. 76.) 

In addition to these circumstances, 
facturing population of the northern 

hardihood in the endurance of distress, and a spirit of prfde and independence 
in regard to.the receipt of parochial relief, which are not commonly prevalent 
in other parts of England, so far as our means of observation have extended. 

We have met with some remarkable examples of this spirit of independence 
and repugnance to the receipt of parochial relief, which will be referred to in 
subsequent parts of our Report. 

Some of the observations above made apply chiefly to periods when the 
trade is prosperous ; but there are other circumstances to be mentioned which 
act as a safeguard, and as a means of protection to the poor-rates in manu&c- 
turing districts, even while the trade is undei^oing, or has undergone, a severe 
and continued depression; more especially in those districts in which the 
application of steam power performs to a great extent the processes which, 
without it, would Kave to be performed wholly by manual labour. 

If it could be supposed that a manufacturing trade wholly conducted by 
manual labour had, by a concurrence of favourable circumstances, been 
brought to the same d^ee of extension, and to the same high state of pros** 
perity which appeared to exist in regard to the cotton trade up to the 
termination of the year 1836, and that upon such a state of things a series of 
depressing circumstances (like those which have since occurred in that trade)^ 
had supervened, the number of the persons reduced from prosperity to distress 
must have been far greater than it has been under that state of thiags which 
had been submitted to our observation at Stockport, and in which we find the 
processes of production carried on to so great an extent by machinery and 
steam power in the place of manual labour. 

Not only must the number of operatives employed in effecting the same 
amount of production have been greater, and therefore have exhibited under 
the reverse a far wider and more extensive scene of distress, but it is a well 
established fact, that the operatives employed in connexion with the factories 
have this further advantage and protection against the occurrence of sudden 
and overwhelming distress, namely, that the effect of the large investment of 
capital in steam power, buildings, and machinery, is to prevent the capitalist, 
when profits are low, or even wholly gone, from abandoning his speculations, 
and from throwing off the hands whom be may have collected together for the 
support of his undertaking. 

In districts so circumstanced, therefore, scenes of sudden and widely 
extended distress are not of common occurrence, and it would be only after a 
long continued period of depression, involving the successive ruin and failure 
of the several capitalists, that we might expect to find the factory population 
of a large manufacturing town extensively involved in distress. 

These remarks tend only to enhance the regret which we feel in reporting, 
as the result of our inquiries at Stockport, that a scene of deep and widely 
extended distress does exist in that borough at this time, occasioned by the 
severe and long continued depression of the cotton trade, aggravated by certain 
local causes, more especially by the successive failure and stoppage of a large 
number of factories in that borough, which have entirely ceased working within 
the last three or four years. 

We believe that, during the whole of the period last mentioned, the materials 
of the existing distress have been gradually accumulating ; that the resources 
which weve c^culated to bear up against that distress have, doring the same 
period, been as gradually in course of exhaustion ; and that during the last six 

months 
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months the distress has been brought to its present degree of intensity by the Prcrious Condition 
stoppage of two very large mills, which took place in August last, throwing out of the Operatives, 
of employment at once above 2,000 hands. 

We may add, that apprehensions have been expressed to us on several occa- 
sions, by persons well cognizant of the state of the trade, and of the situation 
of the parties engaged in it at Stockport, to the eflfect, ** that the worst has not 
yet come/* 

We propose to divide the ensuing part of our Report into three branches, 
as follows : — 

I. — ^Thk Evidences of Distress. 

II. — Relief of the Distress. 
III. — Causes of the Distress. 

And first among the evidences of distress we shall refer to the progress shown 
in the Union Abstracts, as set forth in Table (B.), in page 4 of this Report. 



I.— EVIDENCES OF DISTRESS. I. 

Evidence^ of 

After the commencement of the administration of relief by the guardians. Distress, 
the first quarter in which a complete return appears to have been made in the union Abstracts. 
quarterly abstracts, exhibiting the cost of in-door as well as of out-door relief, 
is the quarter ended March 1839* 

For three quarters subsequently, a slight but progressive increase appears 
to have occurred both in the number of paupers and the cost of the reliet; but 
in the quarter ended March 1840, a material increase seems to have taken 
place, and to have been sustained through the first two quarters of the ensuing 
year. In the December quarter of 1840, there is a considerable reduction, but 
in the following qnarter, the cost of relief again runs to the former amount, 
or neariy 80» and is so sustained until the close of the quarter ended Septem- 
ber 1841. 

It will be seen that the cost of relief, and the number of paupers for the 
quarter ended September 1841, does not much exceed the cost and number of 
the same respectively for the corresponding quarter of the year 1840. 

In August 1841, the two large factories of Messrs. Lane 8c Sons, and 
Messrs. Carr & Co. finally stopped work, and although this circumstance ap- 
pears to have had but little efiect on the expenditure of the quarter ended 
September 1841, the effect on the ensuing quarter, which ended in December 
last, has been very great ; the number of persons relieved during that period 
being 6,871, and the total cost of the relief 3,536 2., which is an increase upon 
the corresponding quarter of the previous year of 74 per cent, in the number 
relieved, and of 51 per cent, in the cost of the relief. 

That pressure we regret to state has, since the close of the December quarter, 
continued to increase very materially notwithstanding the relief collaterally 
afforded during that time from certain funds raised by subscription, of which 
upwards of 800/. has been dispensed weekly, and on the exhaustion of the lat- 
ter fund there is every probability that the pressure on the poor-rates will still 
further increase. 

The progress of the distress during the more recent periods exhibited in the Recent progress of 
table, is thus described in the evidence of Mr. Forster, the Chairman of the distress. 

Union. Mr. Forster. 

" There was not much variation in the number of applications made to the 
Board of Guardians until the summer of 1841. There had been an increase of 
distress in consequence of the dropping of. wages and the price of provisions 
before that time. After the very prosperous years of 1835 and 1836, provi* 
sions became dearer and wages declined, so that a visible feeling existed in the 
town of the approach of distress* In 1839 the district of Uazelgrove was in 
considerable cUatress through the depression of the silk trade, and that district 
in consequence had become much pauperized, most of the families of the 
hand-loom weavers residing there having begun to appiy for relief in aid of 
wages, that is, not through sickness, but from the wages being inadequate to 
the support of the family when in full work. 

** There was no particular pressure on the poor-rates of the township of 
Stockport until tlie year 1841* in which year several failures. took place ; but 

^58* 6 previously 
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I. previoasly to this time there had been much exdtement and considerable su£* 

ETidences of fering among the families of the poor, in consequence of turn-outs for wages, 
^^^^' the hands being not willing to take the reduced wages o&red them, and marfy 
mills stopped altogether, or worked short time for a considerable period, that 
is, for several months previously to the stoppage of Lane's mill. Lane's mill 
stopped some time in August last, and not very long after that, Carr's mill gave 
over working in consequence of the death of one of the partners, Mr. Smith. 

<< These two mills threw out of employment about 3,000 hands. Lane's mill 
alone employed about 1,700. From the 5th August 1841, the pressure on the 
poor-rates has been progressively increasing. 

" There was a mill belonging to Stocks & Son, situate in Heaton Norris, 
within the borough of StocKport, which stopped nearly about the same time 
with the others, through failure of the firm ; and these three stoppages, together 
with the efiects of the previous turn-outs and other causes, caused the applica- 
tions to our Board to become very numerous. 

" Have there been, to your knowledge, any other establishments thrown out 
of work recently ? — ^Therc are in the borough in the whole, 1 believe, 17 mills 
standing, besides many that are working short time, and that have been 
working short time during nearly the whole of the year 1841, but that number 
have ceased work from time to time during a larger period than I have 
adverted to. Brown & Powell's, so far as I remember, was the first of the 
large establishments which failed ; that was about three years ago. 

^^ How do you account for the pressure on the poor-rates having been incon- 
siderable before the stoppage of Lane's mill, so many establi^meuts having 
previously stopped work ? — I account for it in this manner : that the persons 
thrown out of employment, either by turn-outs or otherwise, sought work in 
other places, and many of them procured it ; they did not attempt to come 
upon the poor-rates so long as employment was to be found in any other 
market. 

<^ The population of Stockport is naturally a Actuating population, having 
increased, within my recollection, from 12,000, or thereabouts, in 1790, to 
nearly 60,000 at the present time ; under such circumstances the population 
have less difficulty in removing in search of work than elsewhere. Factory 
operatives have no implements or tools to carry away with them, but merely 
their own labour ; and wherever they can meet with what they call ^ a good 
shop,' they avail themselves of it, and send for their families afterwards/' 

In the extract above made from Mr. Forster's evidence, 17 mills are 
described as standing without work in the borough of Stockport, and the great 
and recently increased pressure on the poor-rates, which he states to have 
resulted from that circumstance, applies to those townships which are situate 
wholly or partly within the borough of Stockport, and more especially to the 
township of Stockport, which lies wholl/ within the borough. 

Distreas in Stock- The evidence of John Lawton, relieving officer of the Stockport District, 
^it District: which will be found in the Appendix, p. 74, may be referred to as con- 
Johnl[Mvj^^^^' finnatory of Mr. Forster's statement, and as further descriptive of the progress 
of distress in this part of the Union. 

" There was no great pressure in the number of applications for relief before 
the year 1838, excepting under such casual circumstances as the break down 
of a mill, or a turn-out of the hands, which have occasionally occurred. 

** About the end of 1838 the applications became more frequent ; at that time 
several of the manufacturers began to introduce improved machinery into their 
mills, which enabled them to reduce the number of hands. In some cases one 
man would be enabled to do the work of two, by what is called the coupling 
of frames. There has been a gradual increase of distress since that year; a 
number of factories having stopped work altogether, and others having worked 
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been removed to the parishes to which they belonged ; some have gone away I. 

of thenselves, either to their own parishes or to employment dsewhere; but EvWeocesof 
there are many who have been economical, and who have lived upon their Distres s, 

earnings, or by disposing of such of their furniture as they could dispense with^ Stockport District, 
and waiting in expeetation of the mills resuming work. As their resources 
become exhausted, new applications (to the amount of about 30 per wedc) are 
made. 

'' There are many of those hands stfll who have not yet applied, and some of 
thCTi will come hereafter. In several cases some members of the family have 
employment in other mills, and those families are thus enabled to keep off in 
some degree. 

^^The whole number of cases relieved through want of employment or insuffi- 
cient earnings during the last quarter comprised 205 able-bodied males, and 
S28 able-bodied females, fa^etber with their children, for Stockport township 
alone. Those are all cases of persons who have their settlements in Stockport. 

'* There is a large class besides of able-bodied persons rdieved by us in 
Stockport, but who do not belong to the township. The total of these is 202 
males and 259 females, with their children. This number includes vagrants ; 
but the bulk of thetti are residents, many of whom are removed as soon as 
possible after relief has been given ; others we continue to relieve at tl^ 
expense of Stockport, not being able to make out their settlements, and others 
again we relieve on the authority of the unions or parishes to which thej belong, 
and on their engagement to repay us. Of the class last-mentioned there were 
51 males, 89 females, and 106 children relieved, with their parents, during the 
last quarter, for whom we have to send accounts to their parishes, who will 
feimburse us without removal." 

^* Are those families chiefly from other manufacturing places, or from agricul* 
tural districts ? — Chiefly from agricultural districts ; some few from Manchester 
and other towns ; they are persons who have come to the town when trade was 
good because they could earn double perhaps the amount they could in the 
places they came from. 

*^ On the whole a great number have left the town in one shape or other. 

^^ Do you know whether many have gone away in search of employ, and have 
afterwards returned, not having been able to meet with it ? — Most of the young 
men whom we are relieving have been through Lancashire, and many of them 
through Yorkshire as well, some before and some since applying for relief; but 
generally, while they are absent, any family they may have falls upon the 
parish. 

^* I have reason to think, from the number of applications, that but few have 
found employment elsewhere. I often hear them say that a man has no chance 
of getting work now in a ' new shop," as they call it, unless he has some iniuence 
with an overlooker or other person in authority at the mill. 

" Have you had many cases last quarter in the township of Heaton Nonis ? 
— Yes, we have had nearly double the number of any preceding quarter. 
The mills of Messrs. Stocks & Sons in that township stopped work, through 
failure of the firm, about three months ago. There would be probably nearly 
500 hands thrown out by that ; but at present very few of them have made 
application for relief; 1 should suppose not more than twenty cases in the 
whole. They begin to come in now, as their means become exhausted.^' 

The evidence given by Daniel Charlton, relieving-officer of the Hyde Distress in Hyde 
District, and that of Joseph Wheeler, relieving-officer of the Hazelgrove District: 
District of the Union, describes the progress and present degree of the distress ReheviDg officer, 

. ^. • ., . . 3' ^ • . ^ -rP 1 ^ 11 X 1. xT- ^ i_ /• Bamcl Charlton, 

existing m their respective districts. It may be well to observe, that each or 
those districts contain a considerable proportion of agricultural population, and 
that, with the exception of Hyde and Hazelgrove, the respective centres of the 
two districts, they do not present any remarkable circumstances in connexion 
with the subject of this inquiry. 

Daniel Charlton, in answer to the question, ^* Are the operatives in your district 
in a state of distress?** states, — " Yes, they are so in certain localities where the 
mills have stopped, and the hatting business has been rather slack during two 
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Evidences of 
Distress. 

Hyde District. 



Distress in Hazel« 
grove District: 
Relieving ofiicer> 
Joseph Wkeeltr. 



" What mills have stopped in your district ? — A mill of Messrs. Sidebot* 
tom & Lewis, at Haugbton Dale, just witbout my district, stopped eight 
months ago ; not less than 500 persons were then thrown out of employment. 
Mr. John and Robert Ashton's mill and print-works, at Hyde, stopped about 
eight weeks ago, owing to some differences amongst the partners ; that could 
not have thrown out of work less than between 500 and oOO hands. About a 
month ago there was likewise a temporary turn-out at Messrs. Charles and 
Thomas Howard's, which threw out of work for the time upwards of 600 hands. 
With these exceptions the work has been pretty steady in the mills at Hyde, 
except perhaps that occasionally they have worked short time ; that is to say, 
four days in the week, on account of some break down in the machinery or the 
distress of the times, but this has not been the case to any great extent in my 
own district ; still, even with us, there has been a general tendency to lower 
the wages gradually, and to manage with fewer hands. 

**With the exception of the localities to which you refer in your answer, do 
you consider that the operatives in your district are distressed ? — No, I con- 
sider that those who are at work can obtain a comfortable livelihood. 

** Have you remarked any deterioration in the habits of the operatives in your 
district, and in their standard of living?— Not in those who are at work, except 
perhaps that they cannot afford such comforts as they could four or five years 
ago, when they were receiving better wages and hands were scarcer. 

" What has become of the 1,000 hands who appear to have been thrown out 
of employment by the stopping of Messrs. Sidebottom and Messrs. J. & R. Ash- 
ton's mills ? — Many of them are receiving relief either from our union, or 
from other unions, either with or without our agency ; some few have saved a 
little money, or have a little credit ; some have been removed by order to their 
own parishes, and some have found work elsewhere. 

" Do you know what is the precise number of such persons who are actually 
in the receipt of relief? — The number of such persons cannot be less than 
between 80 and 90 ; this calculation, however, proceeds on the assumption that 
there was an average of three workers in each family thrown out of employ- 
ment. Tlie number of families relieved does not amount to more than 30 ; still 
the number increases weekly*. 

We regret to state also, that just before our departure from Stockport we 
heard that further stoppages had taken place at Hyde, from various causes. See 
Mr. T. Ashton's Evidence, Appendix, p. 1 13. 

In regard to the Hazelgrove District it must be premised that there is no 
township of that name, but that Hazelgrove is a populous village, about a mile 
and a half from Stockport, comprising a considemble portion of the population 
of four or five townships, which meet at that point. Hazelgrove lies on the 
high road from Stockport to Macclesfield, and many hand-loom weavers in silk 
are resident in this place, who have their work put out from Macclesfield. 

Joseph Wheeler, the relieving officer of Hazelgrove District, in answer to the 
question, ** What is your opinion of the state ot the operatives in your district, 
in regard to food and clothing?'* — states, "I think that generally they have not 
sufficient food, and are badly off for clothing. 

•*Do you speak of anything recent? — I speak more particularly of what I 
have seen during the last three months. There had been considerable pres- 
sure 



* After this evidence was given we received the following note from Daniel Charlton, in explana* 
tion of part of these statements. 

(Copy.) 



" Sir, 
'* I believe 1 left 



" Gee Cross, Hyde District, January 25th, 1842/ 



ft you with an erroneous impression on Saturday last, namely, that the whole of the 
hands thrown out ol employ by the stopping of Haughton Dale, and Messrs. J. & R. Ashton's prints 
works, were living in the Hyde District of the Stockport Union, which was not the case. The above 
premises are situated on the junction of the Ashton«ander-Lyne and Stockport Unions, and would be 
felt in almost a similar degree in each Union. 

*' I also stated, as a rough estimate, that from 30 to 30 families of the unemployed of those places, 
and Messrs, J. & R. Ashton's cotton mill, had been chargeable, but upon examining my books I find 
they will amount to 50 families. 

(signed) << Daniel Ckarkmh 
*• To E. Twisleton, esq.'' " Relieving Officer." 
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sure in my neighbourhood during some time previous ; hut we had not felt it I. 

particularly in our district. Many in my district had worked at Carr's and Evidences of 
Lane's mills, which stopped in August and September last year, but they did -DJBtress. 
not at fii-st apply to the parish for relief, and we did not materially feel the Hazelgrove Dis- 
pressure. Afterwards, all the mills began working short time, and those who trict. 

nad been thrown out of employment at Carr's and Lane's then came and applied 
for relief; since that period the distress has gone on increasing, and in the 
parish of Hazelgrove, which is chiefly inhabited by hand-loom weavers, work 
has never been so slack and wages so low. 

" Do you know the number of hand-loom weavers, and of the other opera- 
tives in your district, who are now receiving parochial relief? — I do not know 
the precise number*, but I know their distress is very great, particularly 
amongst those who worked in mills, and formerly received high wages. They 
generally refrained as long as they could from applying for relief, and many of 
them first sold their furniture, or pawned their goods." 

Very soon after the commencement of our inquiries, we proceeded to a Personal Visitation 
personal visitation of the dwelling-houses of some of the persons receiving of the Poor, 
parochial relief, and were accompanied by the relieving officers of the several 
districts in which these visits were made. 

We visited in the whole about 40 cases in the Stockport District, 13 in the 
Hyde, and 21 in the Hazelgrove District. 

We made some memoranda of these visits, which will be found in the Ap- 
pendix to our Report. A reference to these memoranda, imperfect as they are 
from the short space of time we were enabled to devote to each visit, may 
perhaps convey a more distinct idea of the circumstances of the persons visited, 
than any other description which we could give of them, and we would there- 
fore refer to the memoranda, as an important part of those evidences of distress 
which have been submitted to our observation. 

Generally, and with few exceptions, the appearance of the dwelling-houses 
was not such as, of itself, to impress us with the existence of destitution in 
any great degree. There was in many cases a fair show of furniture remain- 
ing, the indication of a considerable degree of comfort formerly existing ; 
sometimes a clock, frequently some chairs and tables, and occasionally pictures, 
of no great value perhaps, but the presence of which did not at first view 
consist with the supposition of extreme distress. 

We had no reason, however, to derive from these circumstances the impres- 
sion that many of the parties had prematurely or unnecessarily applied for pa- 
rochial relief; we found, on the contrary, that articles of bedding and clothing 
had been parted with to a great extent, either by pawning or selling, for the 
purpose of obtaining food previously to application being made to the Guar- 
aians, and that the Guardians had frequently found it necessary at that incle- 
ment season of the year to supply the deficiencies thus created. The state of 
the bedding and clothing was, in fact, very generally defective, and it may be 
observed that such articles are fer more easy to dispose of than furniture. 

It generally appeared, upon inquiry, that the rent was greatly in arrear, and 
the landlord's claim upon the furniture may sometimes have prevented its being 
made away with, and its non-removal would in such cases perhaps be only a 
mark of forbearance on his part. 

It was very seldom that we had to remark the total absence of food from the 
dwelling ; and in no one instance that we observed was the house without afire 
through want of fuel. These circumstances, however, must not be taken as 
negativing the existence of destitution. They rather tended to show that if 

destitution 

♦ The following letter was afterwards receiyed from J. Wheeler: 

(Copy) 
Geotlemen, January 24tb, 1 84a. 
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!• destitution existed, it Was, to a certain extent, materially relieved ; and it will 

^^D^t^^ be recollected that our visits were almost wholly to the houses of persons receiv- 

Z ' ing parochial relief. We found, in fact, in these observations practical proof of 

Personal Visitation the excellent effects of the system of relieving wholly in kind, which (as will 
of the Poor. hereafter be more particularly pointed out) had been adopted both by the Guar- 
dians of the Union and the dispensers of the charitable fund. 

The personal appearance or those we visited, more especially that of the 
children, did not indicate ill health ; but there was a great degree of dejection 
and apparent mental depression in the countenances and manner of many of 
the heads of families and other of the working hands. We found them usually 
sitting in a state of listless despondence near the fire, and, so far as we could 
judge by the answers they made to our inquiries, they appeared to be without 
hope for the future, until some revival of the trade should take place at Stock- 
port, or, as they frequently expressed it in their own way, " until the mill was 
set agate again." 

We were much struck, in the great majority of the cases, by the absence of 
that mode of thinking and that kind of demeanor which is usually incidental 
to habits of confirmed pauperism. There was no attempt to exaggerate, either 
to us or the relieving ofiicer, the distressing circumstances of their condition, 
and no attempt, so tar as we could observe, to suppress anything which had 
occurred to them of a more favourable complexion. They freely stated what 
additional income they had got, either by obtaining employment, from the 
funds of the charity, or from My other source. This was the general character 
of those cases we visited : there will, however, be found noted in our memo- 
randa a few exceptions in the cases of families whom we have described as 
" accustomed to receive relief." 

There were not more than one or two instances in the whole, in which we 
heard anything in the nature of a murmur or complaint. There were, on the 
other hand, a considerable number who expressed themselves extremely thankful 
for the relief afforded in food or otherwise by the guardians, and in some in* 
stances the weekly allowance had been voluntarily resigned, immediately on 
their having obtained some other means of support. 

Memoranda of The following extracts from our memoranda afford some of the instances on 

Visits to Families which the above observations have been founded : 
in Distress — 

^ ^^ Families visited in the Stockport Rdieoing Officer^ s District. 

James Bower^ 40 years of age, a spinner ; thrown out of employment when 
Lane's mill stopped in August last ; has a wife and three children ; in October 
took a passage for himself and family to New South Wales ; expected to gain 
employment there as a book-keeper, or in some other situation ; the ship was 
wrecked on West Hoyle Bank ; the crew all saved ; he lost all his luggage, value 
60/., and the few pounds he had in cash ; is now wholly dependent on the 
parish, having 5 s. a-week in food; his wife is this day out washing, the first job 
she has had since they came back to Stockport. 

In addition to their food, this family has been supplied with cl(^8 and 
linen* 

Francis Phillipsy 45 years of age ; wife and four children ; a twister-in at 
Carr's ; earned himself 12^. per week ; one of them, of 15, earned 5s. when in 
full work ; furniture, three broken chairs, and two tables j he had paid poor- 
rates as long as he could ; his rent, 1 ^. Sd. per week ; had parted with clothing 
and bedding for food ; his wife had pawned her wedding ring for 1^. 6rf., and 
they had also pawned their Bible for 1^. ; had done this before applying to the 
parish, and had never troubled them before } was thankful for the allowance ol 
2 s. 6d. per week in food j had also received 2*. from the relief committee. 

This family have also had clogs (three or four pair, value 9^* 2(/.,) from the 
Guardians. 

Luke Butterworth, aged 24, spinner. Wife and two children ; wages when 
in work were 22 5. or 23^. weekly; thrown out when Lane's stopped, five 
months' since ; belonged to the orcfer of Independent Odd Fellows ; went on 
tramp with a card of his order for three or four months; went to Hull, then 
to Nottingham, and through the towns of Lancashire, seeking work as a spin- 
ner. The card entitled him to receive 3d. or 4^. or more at each lodge in the 

towns 
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towns he visited, and by these means he lived while on tramp ; is in arrear with I. 

his contribution to the order, that is, 1^. 6d. per month; they sometimes Evictencegof 
excuse these payments, not being willing to exclude a member who is in real D»»trei 8. 
necessity; his card is now out; it runs only for six months, and a man must Memoranda of 
wait six months longer before he can take out another card ; he had sold his Visits to Families 
blankets for food before applying to the town, and the landlord had taken the ^ Dirtresa— 
furniture for rent; he has been allowed 3s. weekly in food for a few weeks by «tockport Distnct. 
the Guardians ; without this they must have been lost ; is very thankful for 
that assistance,' which is still continued ; present furniture, three chairs, one 
table, chest of drawei^s, bedstead, but no blankets. 

Ralph Derbyshire^ a maker of sow ; earned 18*. weekly when in woit ; lives 
with his son John, aged i25, who is now working sick, that is, filling a place in 
a factory during the sickness of another man; there are six children, the 
earnings of all, when in work, exceeded 2 1. weekly ; all are now out of employ 
excepting John and Mary; 5s. weekly in food has been allowed by the Guar- 
dians ; now reduced to 4*. ; furniture, five chairs, three tables, four beds, 
bedding, chest of drawers, clock, &c. 

jF. Brawn^ aged 39. Wife and four children not working; a dresser, in 
employ at Glossop 12 months ago; earned then 30^. weekly ; belongs to the 
parish of Godley, in Ashton-under-Line Union, which is not yet in operation 
for the relief of the poor. We had been directed to this house by a neighbour, 
who said there was great distress in it ; we found the man sitting over the fire 
in a very desponding state ; he came here from Glossop in July last, hoping to 
get employment ; does not apply to the relieving oflScer of Stockport for relief 
not wishing to be removed to his parish ; instead of that he goes over to the 
overseer of Godley for relief, which is six miles from Stockport ; first applied 
to Godley about two months ago ; they gave him then 1 s. ; went again next 
week, when they gave him 5 s. to do for a fortnight, and he has since had from 
them ^s.6d. weekly ; is in arrear with his rent and rates ; last rate lO^. j rent 
is. ^d. weekly. This man appeared much distressed in mind, but did not 
apply to the relieving officer (who attended us) for further relief. 

According to the present practice of the Guardians, if relief were given to 
this family by the relieving omcer for Stockport, they would be remove^ unless 
the overseers of Godley should authorize the relief. 

William Clegg, power-loom weaver ; thrown out of employ when Lane's 
stopped, five months ago; used to get 12s. weekly himself; has a boy of 15, 
now earning 6s. or 7^. ; a girl earning 3 s. i no relief at present from the 
Union, but has been assisted from the rehef fund. 

He had been receiving 4^. per week from the Guardians, but had just disap* 
peared from the books, througn the children getting employment. 

Watchman at Lan^s (not a case of application for relief). Out of his employ*- 
ment since September last ; he used to earn 15 s. a week himself as watchman ; 
wife and two children (total earnings not stated); house appears clean and 
comfortable, but the man appeared much depressed, and said he had kept 
selling things off for food; owed lis. poor-rate; his rent Qs. 8 id. a week; 
had not applied for relief 

Samuel Parry ^ wife and two children, six and four ; was a dresser in Lane's 
mill, and used to earn 25 j. a week on an average; lived in a house ^t 1^. 9^* 
rent ; sold chairs, tables, bed and bedding, and left the house for the present 
one, which is a cellar, almost unfurnished ; furniture, two tables and a stool; 
rent %d. per week ; had subscribed to a sick club, and a penny club for fun^ 
rals ; had not been able latterly to keep up his subscriptions ; has in fact no 
means but his allowance from the Board, which \&2s.6d. per week in food ; 
has also had clogs from the Board. 

John Parry i the father of the last, a dresser also in Lane's mill, used to earn 
26*. per week ; is a widower with two sons, all out of work ; has 3 s. in food 
from the town. 
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now earns 2s. ; girl of 10 earns l^, nursing; poor-rate 10^. in arrear, which 
he expects to pay yet ; rent is. 6d. also in arrear ; is looking for railway 
work ; receives 4^. weekly in food from the Guardians, and has had Qs. from 
the relief committee ; furniture, five chairs, four tables, four bedsteads, beds, 
and clock. 

Families visited in the Hazelgrwe Reliefving Officer's District. 

WilUam Berch. Wife and seven children, eldest 15. The relieving oflScer 
apprised us, in this case, that the Guardians had for along time pressed this man 
to allow two of his children to come to the workhouse, and be educated in the 
children's school ; but they had for more than a year past, although in great 
need, stood out against this proposal. We hscd seen the man at the Board of 
Guardians the day before, wnen the proposal was renewed to him; he persisted 
in refusing. He said, ** I don't dispute the children would be well done by ; 
but if one can't content oneself, it's no use." He said further they were badly 
o£P for clothing, bedding, and short of food, and applied for petticoats and clogs 
for the children ; relief committee had given them some beading. 

The Guardians having heard the case, ordered six flannel petticoats, two pair 
of clogs, and Ss.Qd. weekly for food, for one month. 

We now visited the cottage, and saw the wife and the children. There were 
three looms, seldom more than two going of late ; not above 7 ^* ^ week for 
many weeks ; rent 2 s, weekly ; there was no food in the house ; they had had 
a dinner of potatoes boiled in the jackets with some salt. Her husband was 
gone to Stockport to fetch the relief which had been ordered the day before. 
The woman being asked as to her objection to let two of the seven children go 
to the workhouse, she said, " It would be of no use, if I should not have comfort 
with it ; you may as well take my life as take my children ; I would rather die 
than part with 'em ; Fd rather go with them ; you may take us all and 
welcome.** The house as clean as could be expected. 

This appeared to us a case of severe distress, and both man and wife were 
represented to us as most industrious and careful people ; they were thankful 
for the relief afforded. 

William HollcnvelL Hand-loom weaver in «ilk ; wife and four children ; 
there were two, of 19 and 14, whom they had recently lost, which had helped to 
bring them to distress ; three looms in the house, only one now in work ; a 
cane came in to-day, the first for a month ; in a fortnight we shall get 17^- Qd. 
for it. 

On the loss of his daughters the man said — ^* Tliey were factory hands, lost, 
as we think, by cold caught in the cocklofl, an upper room where they were 
reeling, through the windows being blown out ; tne draughts came to their 
heads, and it turned to consumption ; one died about two years ago, the second 
about six months since. We were doing well before that ; we had saved 20 /. ; 
through their illness and want of work together, it was gradually wasted; we 
have a good landlord, a particular good fellow, or we should have been very 
hard pressed to pay our rent ; he has let us run on nearly a twelvemonth. 

" We had nothing from the town when our first daughter died, but we had 
dZ. 19^* from a burying club ; all our children are in a burying club; the 
payment is 1 ^. a month ; I belong myself to the Noah's Ark Sick Club, the 
payment is 1^. Qd. a month. Trade has been very bad with us for several 
months ; very little doing since Macclesfield Bank broke. 1 have been looked 
over for poor rates, but never troubled the town before the second girl died ; 
have not parted with much ; I did once, a few weeks ago, take a coat and 
pawned it to pay a trifle of rent, that is all ; I never did such a thins before. 
The relief committee have assisted us a little ; the Guardians have allowed us 
4^. a Week in food 

^^ As to coal, we are doing with 10 cwt. I got in about three weeks since, 
when 1 raised 2^. lid., and my brother-in-law said he would help me to draw 
it ; we did so with a hand-cart for about two miles, when I got a strain which 
I have felt ever since ; the carting would have cost 1 ^." 

This man was described to us as an industrious good sort of man in real 
necessity. 

William 
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William AUworth^ hand-loom weaver in silk ; wife and five children. ^ I. 

This was another case pointed out by the relieving officer as one in which the Evidences rf 
proposal of the Guardians to take one or two of the children into the workhouse, i«ttr^. 

had been for a long time resisted; at length they gave way, and two of the Memoraiula of 
children went to the workhouse and remained there a month, and were doing Visits to Families 
well at the school, when they took them away again. ^ Distress— 

The man not at home. The wife, on being asked about the children, said, she trier ^^"^ **" 
had been to see them when at the workhouse ; did not know but that they 
were well done by, but could not bear to have tliem anywhere but at home. 

John Daniels J silk weaver; wife and five children. Took in the last piece ; it 
was six weeks to-morrow. Being so long without work, had been obliged to 
apply to the town ; but work had now at last come in ; his rent was 1^. Qd.y 
and he bad been accustomed to pay rates. Things were never so bad as now. 
There was a very bad time in the summer of 1826, not more than half work 
then; now it is only half work with lower wages than then. 

The Guardians had, on his application, allowed 4^. a week in provisions for a 
month, which was to them a very great assistance, for which they were very 
thankful. 

All their comings in had been about 8^. per week, including the relief 
They had at best had only three meals a day, and sometimes not more than two, 
or even one. 

Being asked to give an account of the three meals a day, he said, ^^ We 
make our breakfast for seven of us of a teacup full of oatmeal made into thin por* 
ridge, together with some bread ; at dinner we have about six pounds of pota* 
toes, with salt and bread ; the tea or supper, as you may call it, the same as at 
breakfast; in the whole about four pounds of bread daily, say Srf., 2rf. worth of 
potatoes, and ^d. worth of oatmeal, amounting to a shilling a day for seven of 
us. This and 10 d. a week we have to pay for coal, makes up the 8 s. nearly ; 
we are behind with rent; life," he said, ^^ must be kept together; as long as we 
can we wish to live.*' 

The relieving oflicer told us, that in consequence of work coming in, this 
man had, of his own accord, just given up the allowance ordered by the Guar- 
dians ; bis order was 4^. weekly for a month, which he had received for three 
weeks, and that when the fourth payment was due, he went to the relieving 
officer and said, " I will have no more relief; I have got one warp for myself 
and a prospect of another for my wife." 

James Pearson, silk weaver, a widower, with six children under 13 ; one girl 
on loom, sometimes earns a little besides myself; we are now all the workers 
for seven ; some work went in to-day, a week's work, which will bring about 
85., and we have got another cane. 

•* I buried my wife,'* he said, " 13th June last, which was the beginning of 
my trouble ; never thought of relief till my wife was on her death bed. When 
I married, I thought of nothing but just to keep respectable, and so 1 did 
till I lost my wife. Am now receiving weekly relief from the Guardians, and 
am very thankful for it ; we could not do without/' 

This man appeared very much distressed, and was described to us as a very 
industrious honest man, who endeavoured to do the best he could for his family. 
He had had 5s. weekly in food for nine months past. 

Families visited in the Hyde Relieving Officer's District. 

William Cardwellj aged 50, labourer ; wife and six children ; came to Hyde Memoranda of 
from Steeple Clayton, in Buckinghamshire, six years ago; did very well the Visiu to Families in 
first three or four years ; children were employed in Messrs. John and Robert ^ u*^^*"^- ^^ 
Ashton's mill j have not done so well of late years ; in full work we had altoge- ^ ^ 
ther 1/. 145. Qd. coming in weekly, besides a boy who earned 6^. a week until 
he offended bis master, and was turned out about six months ago ; out of that 
he paid 3^. per week for rent, 3d. for water, and 1^ Qd. for coal. The mill 
stopped work about five weeks ago ; had put by nothing ; could not have done 
that; am now receiving from the Buckingham Union the sum of 85. a week, 
paid through the Stockport Union. 

We had more difficulty in obtaining a correct statement of the earnings in 
this case than in any we had previously visited. The woman said, " Wfe have 
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not pawned fmythinfi; ; we should not like to do that ; applied for relief a fort- 
night after the milT stopped; we were obliged to do that or else we had 
clammed/' 

In Buckinghamshire the whole family earned 18^. weekly; they would rather 
stay where they were than go back, provided the factory got agate again. 

Relieving officer said <* that she kept a fidler several weeks before the mill 
stopped ;" her husband is a hard-working man. 

George Willettj aged 45, labourer ; wife and six children ; came to Hyde 
from Hardcastle, in the Buckingham Union ; he jobs himself as an out-door 
labourer, at &, 6dL per day, when he could get work ; earnings of the whole 
family were ULSs* dd., in John and Robert Ash ton's mill, now stopped eight 
weeks ; spade, scythe and pole, dock, shawls and gowns, in the pop-snop ; bed- 
ding bad, but none bad been parted with ; have received pay for five weeks 
from Hyde; 8^. per week is the present allowance; the family had been won- 
derful well at Hyde, still he could hardly meet his payments ; they required 
meat of a better quality there than in Buckinghamshire ; they had done better 
in provisions, and wore out more clothes. 

The cottage in Bucks was not so good as the one they were now in. The 
woman said» *' If she returned there she should be double in a week from c<^.'' 
One of the girla was at work making lace with cushion and bobbins which she 
had brought with her out of Buckinghamshire. The family would do well, re- 
lieving omcer saya, only the man drinks. 

<^ Buckingham Union authorized the relief? — ^Yes, at the discretion of the 
Stockport Union/' 

Francis Sellers^ aged 41, spinner at J. & R. Ashton's mill^ which stopped 
eight weeks ago ; certain of the hands stopped before the others ; four work* 
ers, all now out, used to earn together \l. \ 9s. per week ; has had two or three 
weeks casual relief; 5 s. in food allowed weekly. (Relieving officer says this 
is authorized by Chapel-en-le-Frith Union, to which he belongs.) Went in trust 
for some time at a shop, and friends assisted him, but bad not parted with 
anything ; all the children in a penny club; these payments were now in ar- 
rear for two months. He said, ^^ Fifteen years ago, spinners used to earn more, 
but with double deckers and self actors they have nearly done away with spin- 
ners. 1 want to ^et my living by the sweat of my brow ; I have no inclination 
to go into a bastile, you may depend upon that." 

Matthew Smithy watchman at J. & R. Ashton's mill, where all ihe family 
worked until it stopped, which is eight weeks ago. There are ten in famfly ; 
five workers. 

£. s. d. 

Eldest boy earned -15- 

Next boy, a piecer - - - - - .-5- 
Two girls in card room, 8 s. each - - - - 16 - 

Another boy, a tenter - - 5 6 

Himself had as watchman - - - - - 14 - 



£.2 15 6 



He still has 14^. weekly as watchman. He and his eldest son both belonged 
to tlie Noah's Ark club, and his son belonged to the Odd Fellows as well ; sub- 
scription to each, 1^. 6d. monthly ; all the children in a penny club; the son 
has been on tramp with a card from the Odd Fellows. The payments have 
been kept up. They have been a fortnight on the books ; 4 s. allowed weekly 
in food. • 

He said, " We were doing well before the mill stopped. We have a 
better house here than we used to have in our own parish, and we have had 
plenty of meat.*' Furniture, chaii's, tables, clock, birdcages, pictures. They 
had been trying to sell a bed. 

Relievinsr ofiicer said. " That the man was verv industrious, but the woman 
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for work ; is there now, and has at last got work. They have been receiving v^a2' 
casual relief in food, to the amount of 5s. per week recently. The woman said, Diit^*^ 
^ She and the children were going to join him immedyuttely ;" and on the ..^ 

relieving-officer asking, " Shall you want no more, then ?" She answered, " Oh, M«monuidtt of 
no ! we shall want no more now he has got into work." The officer said^ how- ^^^J^ FamUi^i 
ever, there was another payment due under the order of the Guardians^ and that *" Hyde^isirict. 
she should have it, for which she was very thankful. 

Samuel BarUm^ print taker-off; wife and six children. The whole family 
earned in the print-mill, when in full time, S/. 10^. weekly. Belong to 
Radclifie, in Bury Union, and are now receiving 5^. weekly in food, by autho- 
rityof the Guardians of that Union. 

The whole number of hands thrown out by the stoppage of the print-works 
was about 80. 

The mill and print-works referred to in the above cases, as having stopped 
work for the present, were those of Messrs. John and Robert Ash ton. 

The mills of Mr. Thomas Ashton were working full time, and we visited some 
families employed in those mills, which had migrated from the south of 
England, and which still continued in the receipt of full wages. 

The following are examples of migrant families now in full employment at 
Hyde. 

Thomas White^ labourer; wife and 11 children; five of them only under 
working age ; the eldest girl 21. We found the woman at home : united earnings 
of the family 50^. a week* She appeared in great spirits, and being asked 
whether she would like to go back to the south, said she would rather be 
transported. 

John Cccwthorrty carter ; came to Hyde from South Creek, in Norfolk ; wife 
and nine children, of whom five were in the factory ; united earnings of self and 
jPamily were 2/. 17^. 6rf. weekly. He said he was quite satisfied, and would not 
like to go back. 

We have introduced the two last cases from our memoranda, as showing the 
condition of factory operatives when in full employment, and as illustrating 
the nature of the reverse which is sustained by the stoppage of a mill. 

The evidence of the three medical officers of Stockport Union will be referred Evidence of Medi- 
to with peculiar interest, in reference to the degree in which the health of those cal Officers. 
of the operatives who are suffisring distress has been afiected by the privations 
which they have undergone. 

All these gentlemen agree in observing, that the food consumed by the ope- 
ratives now in distress is of an inferior description to that which they have been 
accustomed to use in prosperous times. 

Dr. Rayner says, " Both the quantity and quality of their food is inferior Dr. Ramery 
to what it was formerly ; bread and potatoes constitute now the principal part of Heaton Norris 
their diet. They used to get meat, tea, and cofiee, whereas now, as a substi- District. 

tute for tea, they get mint leaves, or some other herbs of a similar kind, such 
as maijoram ana sage, and they scarcely ever get animal food.'* 

These remarks apply to those who are now out of employment. 

Mr. Biackshaw says, *^ A great many of the families exist upon potatoes and ^^' BlacMmv, 
meal, and occasionally a little animal food. Stockport District. 

^* The common food in this township, Stockport, is bacon and a few potatoes. 
What I mean is» that the poor have not a sufficient quantity of nutritious 
food. 

** Do they not eat w^heaten bread? — Yes; I reckon that as a more nutritious 
kind of food than what I have above mentioned ; but that is not in general the 
main article of their diet, under the present circumstances of distress. 

" Do you mean then that wheaten bread is a common article of their food in 
prosperous times r — Certainly, in a great proportion ; and they then eat much 
more animal food ; in fact, when trade is good, the people of Stockport are 
well off and live well.*' 
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observations of the food I found in use on my visits to my patients of the 
working class. 

" What have you observed on those occasions ? — In the place of beef or 
Evidence of Medi- mutton and potatoes, I find substituted herring, or a few shoes of bacon, with 
the potatoes. 

" Is wheaten bread much used ? — It is ; but I cannot say I have observed 
much difference in respect to that." 

The effect which this change from a better to a worse diet has produced, or 
which, in the opinion of the medical officers, such a change has a tendency to 
produce, is thus severally described by them. 

Mr. Tinker^ in answer to the question, ** Have you remarked any difference 
in regard to the health of the working classes recently?" says, " I have not 
remarked any difference in that respect, further than that, on the slightest 
ailment, application is frequently made for a certificate, in order that they may 
obtain weekly pay from a sick club." 

It will have been observed from previous statements, that the Hyde 
District of the Union was not one in which distress appeared to prevail in so 
great a degree as in the Stockport District. 

Dr. Raynevj the medical officer of Heaton Norris District, which is situate 
partly within the borough of Stockport, in answer to the question, " Have 
fevers, or diseases of any kind, become more prevalent during the distress ?'* 
states, ^' I should rather say that disorders have been more prevalent amongst 
them ; they have not had a sufficient quantity of food, and this had affected 
their general health and appearance. Many of them who were formerly in 
prosperous circumstances now appear pale and haggard, with their physical 
powers very much diminished. Their minds likewise seem to be depressed ; 
they have not that buoyancy of spirits which they used to have, and all these 
circumstances together tend very much to the production of disease ; I do not 
think, however, that fevers have increased amongst them ; at least, I may 
safely say this respecting fevers of a malignant character. Their disorders 
seem to me to arise from impoverished blood, in consequence of insufficient 
nourishment, or of that nourishment being of an improper description. 

'^ Has the increase of one-third in the number of your union patients, during 
the last four months, arisen from the poverty of the operatives, or from in- 
creased sickness among them ?— From both causes, to a certain extent ; but 
the diminished means of the operatives have been the principal cause. Those 
who were formerly my private patients, are now attended by me in my capacity 
as medical officer of the Union.'' 

Mr. BlackshaWf the medical officer of the township of Stockport, after men- 
tioning the increase of the number pf patients attended by him on behalf of 
the Union, states^ *^ I think that in many of the cases the exciting cause is the 
want of food, and the use of improper food. This would comprehend fevers 
and dropsies, affection of the skin, scrofula, and other diseases which depend 
upon a vitiated state of the system.'' 

The same gentleman, in answer to the question, *< Have fevers increased ?** 
states, ^* We have been more free from them than might reasonably have been 
expected. I think that I have had more cases of slight fever, but not cases in a 
malignant form. It occasionally happens that we have whole families affected 
with slight fever, and I attributed many of such cases to the privations which 
the parties undergo." 

In the Report of the Committee of Inquiry into the distress existing in 
the borough of Stockport, which was handed to us by the Rev. Mr. Wad- 
dington, and which will be found attached to his Evidence in the Appendix, it 
is stated, as on the authority of one of the medical officers of the Union, that 
two persons had met with a premature grave from the privations they had 
endured, and that the medical officer had no hesitation in stating his opinion 
that such was the case. 

Having been informed that Mr. Blackshaw was the medical officer referred 
to in that passage, we deemed it necessary to examine him in reference to those 
two particular cases, which were, as he informed us, the cases of John Frost 
and Elizabeth Parry. This part of Mr. Blackshaw's evidence will be found in 
page 81, of the Appendix. 

It 
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It is sufficient to state here, that in both cases Mr. Blackshaw's impression , !• 

appears to have been, that disease existed independently of the privations E^dences of 
suffered by the parties ; but that the privations they underwent acted as an ^" * 

exciting cause of disease previously existing, and thus accelerated death. In Evidence of Medi- 
reference to Frost's case, Mr. Blackshaw says, ** I wish to state that this was <^^ Officers. 
not exactly a case of starvation ; the man had diseased lungs, and I do not 
think he would have recovered under any circumstances, but I have no doubt 
that his death was accelerated by his privations." 

It will be seen also, that Mr. Blackshaw explains very clearly that the priva- 
tions referred to by him were, in both cases, endured previously to any appli- 
cation being made for parochial relief. 

In answer to the question, " Did you ask either of those parties why they did 
not make an earlier application for relief?'' Mr. Blackshaw says, " 1 did in the 
case of Frost, I recollect, but I am not aware that I did in Parry's case." 

" And what answer did Frost give ? — His answer was, that he wished to go 
on as long as he could before he made application to the Board. Tnat is a very 
common reason with some of the poor. 

^^ From what cause do you consider that the unwillingness to make such 
application arises ? — I ascribe it to a spirit of independence ; and many of , 

them would rather sacrifice all their furniture than apply to the parish ; this, 
however, is far from being the case with all." 

It appears further from Mr. Blackshaw*s statements, that in both these cases 
every requisite attention was paid by the Board of Guardians and their oflScers 
as soon as the cases were brought under their cognizance ; that Mr Blackshaw 
himself was immediately requested by the Guardians, in Parry's case, " to order 
whatever the urgency of the case required ;" and that, in both cases, whatever 
he deemed necessary to order was supplied. We may add to Mr. Blackshaw's 
statements, our belief^ founded on personal observation and on the report we 
have heard of him as a medical officer, that the melancholy cases above detailed 
could not have fallen into the hands of a more humane or efficient officer, or of 
one more thoroughly impressed with a desire conscientiously to discharge his 
duty. It appears that no inquest had been held in either of these cases. 

The strongest evidence of the distressed state of the borough of Stockport, Collection of the 
next after the actual sufibrings of a portion of the inhabitants, is the extreme Poor-rates, 
difficulty which has occurred in the collection of the poor-rates. 

We have received from the collector of the township of Stockport the follow- 
ing return of empty tenements, as taken at the time the last rate was made out in 
November. The number is supposed to have since increased considerably, but 
the amount of the increase has not been ascertained. «^ '^' 

•* A Statement of Empty Property in the Township of Stockport, taken 

November 1841. 



Mills . 

Shops ... 

Dwelling-houses 

Public Houses 

Various other property 



Total 



12 

85 

1,63 

11 

161 

1,901 



** There may be probably 50 more at this time, 5th February 1842.** 

The following evidence of Mr. P. £. Marsland, a magistrate for the borough 
and for the counties of Lancashire and Cheshire, applies to the whole borough. 

" Is there not much difficulty at present in the collection of rates within the 
borough of Stockport ? — There is, and many houses are empty ; some of the 
tenants have emigrated ; some have been removed to their own parishes by the 
Board of Guardians; some have gone of their own accord into other parts of 
England, and many families have given up their separate houses, and have 
joined together in the occupation of one dwelling. There are some instances 
reported to me by the collector, of four families dwelling in the same house. 
This untenanted property occasions a loss to the poor-rates in two different 
ways. In the first place there is the loss of the rate itself, which would have 
been levied on those houses ; and in the next place the rent of other similar 
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property is lowered, and a reduction is immediately claimed in its assessment,^ 
which, of course, occasions a continual decrease in each succeeding rate. There 
is another cause of the difficulty in the collection of the rates. Owing to the 
great distress, tenants are constantly changing their houses in order to avoid 
paying both rates and rent ; for this purpose they frequently leave their houses 
at night, removing their furniture with them. 

* # # # # mm 

'< There is another, and that the largest, class of cases, in which defiEUilt 
arises in the collection of the rates from the poverty of the parties, who are 
unable to pay any rates at all. 

*' Are such parties frequently excused by the magistrates ?— They are so, in 
cases where sufficient proof of poverty is offered to us, and the overseers con- 
sent to their being excused. # « # # 

*^ Are the magistrates now much occupied in hearing summonses for poor- 
rates ? — Yes, sometimes one set of magistrates will sit at 12, and another sit at 
four in the same day, and their sittings are equal in duration to six days in the 
week. These regular sittings first commenced about the SOth of January, in 
consequence of the overseers of Stockport having stated to us that there were 
about 3,000 summonses to be heard for that township alone. 

* # • # # * # 

" Do your observations on the difficulty of collecting rates apply to Heaton 
Norris and Brinnington, as well as the township of Stockport ? — ^They apply 
to the whole of the borough, which includes parts of those townships, and also 
parts of Cheadle Bulkeley and Cheadle Moseley ; and when it is considered 
that the Board of Guardians, through the distress of the times, are requiring for 
the relief of the poor more than double the amount of money which was for- 
merly levied, while at the same time only one-half of the former rate-payers ia 
the borough are able to pay their rates, it will be seen how heavy the pressure 
is on the remainder.'' 

Mr. CTieetham, who has been overseer of the township of Heaton Norris for 
two years successively, gives the following account of the difficulty of collecting 
rates in that township, and of the number of houses which are now without 
tenants : — 

** The generally distressed state of the township has prevented the rates 
being duly collected ; that is so chiefly in regard to the operatives, who are 
thrown out of employment by the stoppage of the mills ; from the shop-keepers 
and other rate-payers we compel payment ; we have had to summon shop- 
keepers and sue out warrants oi distress against some of them ; they have when 
summoned pleaded poverty in excuse for nonpayment, but the magistrates 
have not excused shopkeepers on that ground. 

" Have the magistrates excused many operatives ? — A great many : where 
they do not wholly excuse, they frequently give so long a time for payment, 
that it amounts to the same thing : for parties in arrear with their rates fre- 
quently remove to avoid payment. 

m m m m m m 

" How many empty houses are there in Heaton Norris at this time ? — ^About 
700 out of nearly 3,500 ; and, taking into consideration that between 7OO and 
800 are compounded for by the owucts, and about 1,000 are excused, I cal- 
culated that the burden of the rates will fall upon not more than 1,000 
persons.*' 

George Atkinson, one of the collectors of the poor-rates for the township 
of Stockport, thus describes the difficulty of collecting the rates of that town- 
ship : — 

^' How many summonses do you expect you shall have to take out for those 
arrears in the whole r — From £,000 to 3,000, certainly. 

'^ How many have you summoned altogether since the last rate came out ?-^ 
About 600 or 7OO. 

^^ Have those summonses led to any warrants of distress? — We have about 
30 out now; but a great many out of the number summoned have been 
excused. 

** Have many of that number paid? — Some have; but most have been 
remitted. 

•« How 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STATE OF THE POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 33 

^^ How are you going od with the collectioD of the rate granted 4th November I. 

last ? — Those who have any visible property we are compelling to pay ; we find EvMences of 
great difficulty in collecting in every part of the town. 1 know of a truth, tiiat J^^^ess. 
many of the better rate-payers, such as shopkeepers^ are paying rates out of CoRection of the 
their capital, and not out of their profits. Poor-rates— 

" How do you know that ? — I know it from private conversation I have had Stockport 
vith them, and from the state of the trade in the town. 

*' What have they said to you ? — ^When they have paid their rates they have 
said, they had not taken that much in their shop for a week past* Some havie 
saidl when I have been pressing them, ' We have nodiing in the till, although 
there are things in the shq).' Others have said, ' We are not taking as much.;' 
and some, * We have not taken a penny this day.' I have judged from these^ 
and other expressions of a similar nature, that such persons were paying theii 

rates out of their capital. 

m ***** m 

" In calling on the rate-payers, have you observed anything in regard to the 
condition of the poorer classes ? — There is a very great amount of distress ; they 
are very much short of provisions. I know they are in the habit of pledging and 
selling a great many articles, I find people, who were never before behindhand 
in their rates, in that state of distress. I have, in some cases, received the rates 
on demanding them from persons in the circumstances which I have described. 
I beKeve that, in some cases, they have pledged or sold their furniture in order 
to pay me the rates * 

Attached to the evidence of George Atkinson, the last witness quoted, will 
be fbund a statement of all the rates laid in the township of Stockport since 
October 1836, and the same document shows the state of the collection of the 
Tates for the same period. 

We found, on an examination of the rate-books of the township of Stockport^ 
which had been made up from September 1831, that there were, — 

In 1881 — ^5,833 tenements raled to the poor. 
In 1836—7,370, and 
In 1841—7,464. 

And by the tabular statement last referred to, it appears that 

In 1836 the rateable valtie was ... £.65,375 
1841 63,184 



Giving a decrease of - - - £.2,191 



arising through the alteration of the assessments, as described in George 
Atkinson's evidence. 

From the same statement it appesu's, in regard to the rate-book, entitled 
'^ June 1841,'' that the I3. rate then granted was 3,159/., which, together with 
the previous arrears (2,646/.), gave as the total to be collected 5,805/., of 
which, at the time that book was made up, viz. the following November, 
2^1951 only had been collected; 1,115/. excused or otherwise not recoverable,, 
and 2,494/. carried forward as arrears to the November rate. 

The collection of the rate laid on the 4th November last, which was a 2 ^. 
rate, amounting to upwards of 6,000 /., in addition to the arrears of 2,494 /. 
brought forward as before stated, appears to have been attended with great 
difficulty and embarrassment. 

Referring back to table (C.\ at page 6 of this Report, it appears that out of 
the total number of 7,464 tenements rated to the relief of the poor in Stock- 
port in November 1841, the three classes rated lowest in the scale comprise 
6,180. It cannot be doubted therefore, that low as the rating of the classes 1, 
2 and 3 is. In comparison with the rating of the mills and the higher classes 
of dwelling-houses, a very large proportion of the whole poor-rate is col- 
lectable in a prosperous state of the trade from the occupiers of these most 
numerous classes of tenements. 
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of whom 1,134 had been excused on the ground of poverty, and that in order 
to clear the rate there remained at that time about 1,000 more to be sum- 
moned. 

Of the property more highly rated, it appears that 12 mills had, in November 
last, ceased payment of poor-rates from being unoccupied, besides 87 shops, 11 
public houses, and various other property, to the number of l6l tenements. 

The greatly increased burthen of the poor -rates thus falls upon a compara- 
tively small number of effectual rate-payers, and the number and resources of 
these, if the depression should continue, must diminish at the same time that 
the burthen of the poor-rates becomes heavier, and in this manner it v^ill be 
seen how the materials of distress accumulate, and how rapid the process of 
decay may be, if not arrested by a change of circumstances, and a revival of the 
prospects of the trade. 

Further evidence of the distress existing at Stockport has been afforded us by 
parties connected with the raising and distributing, during the last two months, 
of a subscription fund for the relief of the poor. The following circumstances 
appear to have led to that subscription. 

In October last, at a public meeting of the inhabitants, called by requisition 
to the mayor, a committee was appointed to inquire into the numbers and state 
of the poor and unemployed in the borough of Stockport, and to suggest means 
for their relief. The proceedings and the results of the inquiries of that com- 
mittee are detailed in their Report, which will be found in the Appendix, in the 
evidence of their secretary, the Rev. John Waddington. The impression on 
our minds is, that many influential individuals of one of the political parties in 
the borough refrained from attending the public meeting in October, through 
a belief that some of those who signed the requisition had not been alto- 
gether uninfluenced by political motives. In the course, however, of the 
inquiry which was afterwards made into the condition of the poor and unem- 
ployed in the borough, facts seem to have come to light which proved beyond 
dispute the existence of severe distress, and a subsequent meeting, which was 
convened on the 22d December, for the purpose of raising a subscription, was 
attended by individuals of all parties in the borough, without distinction of 
religion or politics. At that meeting the sum of 500 /. having been received 
from the Manufacturers' Relief Fund in London, and a subscription of nearly 
1,000/. having been raised, a general or central committee was formed to 
manage the fund, to solicit and receive further subscriptions, to divide the 
town into districts, and to appoint sub-committees for the purpose of inquir- 
ing into and endeavouring to relieve the cases of families suflering under the 
distress in trade. 

That central committee was composed, to use the words of Mr. Waddington, 
of the mayor, the rector, dissenting clergy of all denominations, aldermen^ 
magistrates, and the leading manufacturers of the town; and after considerable 
discussion, they issued a circular, part of which we deem it right to give ver- 
batim, as containing information respecting the extent of the distress. 

'^ It is well known that the cotton manufacture of this kingdom has been 
long and greatly depressed, and that numbers of persons engaged in it have 
been thrown out of employment, and great distress occasioned in the various 
towns and districts of which it is the staple manufacture. 

" The borough of Stockport, the working population of which is engaged 
almost exclusively in this manufacture, has suffered in common with other 
towns from its general and long-continued depression. 

^* The distress so occasioned has been increased to an extent, it is believed, 
beyond that of any other town, by special and peculiar circumstances of a local 
influence. 

'* We allude to the entire stoppage of some of the largest establishments in 
the town and neighbourhood, by which several thousand persons have been 
thrown out of employment, who still remain without any prospect of being able 
to return to it. 

*^ Of the establishments at work, a great part are so only partially ; and the 
working of short time (that is, of four days per week) has been continued 
to a greater or less extent since May last. 

•' Upwards of one-third of the horse power in the town and neighbourhood is 
unemployed, which if at work would give employment to more than 4,000 per- 
sons. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STATE OF THE POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 



25 



tions. It is believed that there are, altogether, about 5,000 operatives of various 
trades unable to obtain employment. 

*< The conseauences of this suspension of labour are extensive loss and suf- 
fering among all classes dependent upon trade, and unexampled distress and 
privation among the working population. 

** This distress, heijjhtened as it now is by the severity of the weather, has 
arrived at a pitch of which it is impossible to convey any adequate idea by mere 
statistical information. 

** The poor-rates have regularly increased, and are now become a serious 
drain upon the diminished resources of the comparatively few who are able to 
pay them. 

" Families, two or three together, are crowding into one house, or leaving their 
cottages for cellars ; some are quitting their native land ; numbers having ex- 
changed all but their last articles of wearing apparel for the means of sustaining 
life, are on the last verge of destitution ; honest men, willing to work, are com- 
pelled with their entire families to become street mendicants, or to live, day by 
day, on the precarious charity of their neighbours ; and besides an increase of 
disease, arising in a great measure from a deficiency of food, many, it is to be 
feared, are literally starving to death. 

*< Of 15,823 individuals inhabiting 2,965 houses, lately visited under the 
direction of a committee appointed for the purpose, 1,204 only are found to be 
fully employed, 2,866 partially employed, and 4,148 able to work were wholly 
without employment. The remainder, 7,605 persons, were unable to work. 

** The average weekly income of the above 15,823 persons was 1^. ^id. 
each. 

" The average weekly wages of those fully employed were Is.&ld. each. 

" The average weekly wages of those partially employed, 4^. 7irf* 

** The committee appointed for the purposes of the relief now to be afforded 
being fully convinced that all the efforts that can possibly be made in the town 
and neighbourhood will be utterly inadequate to meet the pressing necessities 
of the case, have resolved, under the direction of the meeting by which they 
were appointed, to make an appeal to their countrymen generally, and espe- 
cially to those individuals and classes of society who feel little of the pressure 
of the times, or who are removed from all fear of personal suffering and 
privation.*' 

On these statements we have to offer the following remarks. The figures 
respecting the precise number of persons out of employment are taken from 
the previous Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the distress of 
the town. But there is some uncertainty in the statement, that out of 15,823 
individuals inhabiting 2,965 houses lately visited, 4,148 able to work were 
wholly without employment ; for it is not quite clear, as is admitted by Mr. 
Waddington, whether the visitors, in recording the number of individuals able 
to work in each house, adopted the age of nme or the age of 13 as the limit 
which constituted the age to work. The statement likewise respecting the 
average iveekly income of the 15,823 persons, and the average weekly wages 
of the fully employed and the partially employed, must be received with a 
certain degree of caution, inasmuch as its accuracy mainly depends upon how 
far the parties visited gave a correct account of their earnings. Still the 
circular demands attention, as representing what appear to have been the 
impressions of all parties in the borough respecting the extent of the distress ; 
and we have reason to believe from other sources that the proportion of horse 
power stated to be unemployed, and the number of operatives said to be unable 
to obtain employment, is over-calculated, on reference to the entire borough, 
which, it is to be remembered, includes a population of 56,750 persons. 

Of the gentlemen who undertook the task of distributing the relief fund, in 
addition to Mr. Waddington, who, as we have before stated, had previously 
acted as secretary of the relief fund, we examined the rector of Stockport, 
and likewise the Rev. Edward Howell, who had been curate of the parish 
church upwards of 33 years. The following are some of the statements of these 
gentlemen respecting the condition of the parties whom they visited. 

Mr. Waddington says, " The great majority of the distressed families have 
no visible means of support. For some weeks they would subsist by credit with 
the little shopkeepers ; that failing, their next resource would be to sell their 
furniture, their wearing-apparel, their bed and bedding, and in many instances 
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their marriage-iiDg, and we find their dwellings literally stripped of every 
article of comfort." And he subsequently proceeds to state, in reference to 
the district of which he acted as visitor, " The greater proportion of the inha- 
bitants of that district were in as lamentable a state of destitution as it is 
possible to imagine. I am convinced that the relief fund has been the cause 
of saving hundreds in the borough from a premature grave." 

. Mr, Howell, in terms less strong, gives the following account of the families 
which he relieved : ^^ Many of them are in very great distress, and some appear 
to be quite destitute both of furniture and bed-clothes. Their personal 
clothing is also very scanty. 

We extract the following passage from the evidence of the rector, which 
precisely corresponds with what came under our notice in the dwellings which 
we ourselves visited. 

** As far as the appearance of the houses and the furniture went, there 
seemed to be a difference between the cases in the degree of distress ; but what 
struck me most was the general deficiency of bedding, and in some cases I was 
led to supply relief in that respect from another source independent of the 
relief fund. In most of the cases there was some furniture, as chairs, table, 
and clock, but it is very probable that such articles are fast going." 

On this passage we desire to remark that it is generally unsafe to measure 
the precise degree of distress existing in an individual family by the quantity af 
their furniture. Some persons would suffer the greatestprivations rather than part 
with their furniture, whilst others, and particularly the Irish, evince extreme 
indifference on this head. And with respect to bedding, we have reason to 
believe that some of the English operatives have not provided themselves with 
bedding to the degree which their means would have fairly warranted. The 
rector then proceeds to state — ** In one instance where I had given a pair of 
blankets of 14^. value, I found afterwards, on visiting the house, that the 
woman, whose name was Bullivant, had pawned them for 3 s. 6 d. The eldest 
child, a girl of 14 years of age, began to cry when I entered the house, and, in 
answer to my inquiries, said that her mother had been obliged to pawn the 
blankets, as they were all * clamming \'* 

When distress exists amongst the operatives in a community to the degree 
indicated by the foregoing statements, it is to be expected that the effects will 
be felt in various quarters amongst the tradesmen, and this in fact is the case 
now at Stockport. Mr. Samuel Walker, a flour, com, and provision dealer 
residing in a part of the town inhabited by the working classes, says — " I 
supply a great many small shopkeepers, who sell by retail to the operatives in 
their respective localities. These small shopkeepers are now very irregular in 
their payments, and their credit with me is almost annihilated ; I have suffered 
great loss by some of them ; it was only a fortnight ago that one of them failed, 
owing me 128 L 

" What did this failure arise from ? — Chiefly from the badness of the times ; 
he had been in business eight years, and had paid me well at first, no man 
better ; but he is not the only instance. I could name half-a-dozen who have 
either failed, or whom I can trust no longer, and who owe me from 60/. to 100/. 
each ; they all of them have many bad debts themselves. 

" They have mentioned this circumstance to you as a reason for their 
failure in their engagements to yourself? — Yes ; I Know well this is the reason ; 
I have seen their books myself; their debts were principally owing from 
spinners, weavers, and printers. These operatives in good times would have 
paid punctually.*' 

Mr. Wa Iker subsequently states, ^* Families who formerly used to buy flour, 
now purch ase only oatmeal ; they come for one or two pounds of oatmeal a 
day» and Hve upon it. The consumption of oatmeal is much larger than it used 
to be in Stockport.*' 

Mr. George Henshall, landlord of the Bull's Head in the market-place at 
Stockport, being asked if he sells as much beer now as formerly, makes 
answer, ** Very far from it. In 1835, and the two following years, my brew- 
ings used to be very often three times a fortnight, and never less than once a 
week ; but now, from the 15th September last year, up to 27th January in the 
present year, i. e. during about 19 weeks, we have only had seven brewings, 
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which is less than once a fortnight. The quantity brewed by us each time has p- *h^ 
^ways been the same." He merwards states, " Other innkeepers, licensed DUtr^ * 

victuallers, and publicans in Stockport, made similar complaints with myself. 

There are at this moment six inns or public-houses in Stockport totally closed ; Publicans. 
and to my own knowledge, four publicans were sold up during the last week. 
My inn used to be filled with operatives on a Saturday night, so that you 
could hardly get a seat ; now the number of those who come is comparatively 
very small indeed." 

The evidence of the leading pawnbrokers in Stockport, although it seems Riwnbrokers. 
clearly to establish the existence of severe distress m that town, presents 
results nevertheless which are somewhat contrary to generally received 
opinions. It is usually supposed that bad times for other persons are good 
times for pawnbrokers, and that the business of pawnbrokers falls off in pro- 
portion as their neighbours are thriving. This, however, does not seem to be 
founded on a correct view of the relation in which they stand to the labouring 
classes, on whom their profits principally depend, at least it does not apply to 
a period of such long continued distress as has existed, and still exists, at 
Stockport Mr. Hunt being asked, ** Is a time of full prosperity the best time 
for pawnbrokers?*' says, *' From what I have experienced in the business, that 
is my full conviction.'* 

" And in like manner, do you consider the worst state of general distress 
the worst for pawnbrokers? — I do; and in confirmation of what I state, 
I hand in a paper which contains extracts from our books of the pledges given 
in 1836 and 1837, the former of which was a prosperous year, and of the 
pledges given since May inclusive last year, 1841, from which you will perceive 
that there has been a regular falling on since 1836.*' 

Equally decided are the statements of Mr. Fletcher. 

" Which is the best time for a pawnbroker's business, a time of prosperity or 
a time of distress ? — A time of prosperity beyond a doubt ; a greater number of 
persons pawn through indiscretion than through poverty. Indiscretion is shown 
by small pledges for a short time ; poverty by larger ones, which remain longer. 
As an instance of the kind of improvidence we frequently see, a woman brings 
her apron for 3d.; the day following she redeems it, bringing her bedgown 
for 6 ^. ; in a day or two afterwards she will redeem her bedgown by bringing 
her gown, and pledging it for 1 s. 6rf., by which means she pays three interests 
on the 1^. 6^^. in one week; that would amount to about SOO per cent, per 
annum, giving as she does at the same time good security for the loan. The 
great number of articles that are pledged in a time of prosperity are thus 
indicative of improvidence rather than of distress. The falling off of pledges 
in a time of distress, I ascribe to their having less to pledge. The pledges 
which are left now remain a long time unredeemed, and many are renewed 
from year to year : that is a symptom of poverty." 

The answers of Mr. Fletcher, however, must be considered as referring to 
periods of long-continued distress only, for being questioned respecting the 
unfavourable years of 1819 and 1826, the results are somewhat different. 

** Do you recollect whether at either of those periods there was any remark- 
able falling off in the pawnbrokers' business ? — No, rather the contrary of that ; 
it was a good time with us on both those occasions, because the distress lasted 
only for a comparatively short period, and the resources of the people did not 
become exhausted as they are now.'* 

This agrees with the result obtained by the comparison of the number of 
pledges deposited with Mr. Hobson, another pawnbroker of Stockport, during 
the month of January in the years 1835 to 1842 inclusive : 

1835 3,713 

1836 3,157 

1837 3,941 

1838 4,969 

1839 4,419 

1840 4,016 

1841 2,088 

1842 2,340 
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The general conclusion which we have arrived at is, that pawnbrokers thrive 
rather upon the improvidence than upon tlie poverty of the labouring classes^ 
and that their greatest gains are made in periods of prosperity, diversified by 
ordinary alternations of depression. Where, however, distress is severe and 
long- continued, operatives are unable to redeem their pledges, and as at last 
they have scarcely anything left to pawn, they necessarily cease to be customers 
to the pawnbroker. 

It is proper, notwithstanding, to observe that the complaints made by Mr. 
Hunt and Mr. Fletcher of fallmg off in their business apply only to their deal- 
ings with the operatives. They both state that their business with the middle 
classes in what is called the silver plate department has increased. 

The following extracts from Mr. Hunt's evidence advert to this circum- 
stance : — 

" Have you found the same falling off in your business in the silver plate de- 
partment ? — No, that has been on the increase at the same time, and almost in 
the same ratio as the soft goods began to decrease. 

'* How do you explain the increase of the plate department r — I consider 
that in consequence of the depressed state of the middle classes of society, and 
in order to keep up their general credit, and meet their general payments, they 
have been compelled to pledge their plate, which formerly they had no neces- 
sity to do. Parties now apply who do not come into the shop, but who come 
in at the front door, and who make their business quite a secret, known only to 
them and to myself. In order to show the increase in the silver plate depart- 
ment, I may mention that our general standing stock from 1834 to 1838 and 
1839 was from 300/. to 400/., and in September 1841, we took our stock of 
silver plate, which was 667/. 1^. 8jrf. It is more now, no doubt. 

'* Are you certain that there might not have been this change in the nature 
of your business if trade had not been so depressed ? — No; I am of opinion that 
my business in soft goods would have been stationary if trade had been steady ; 
and I do not think we should have had such an increase in silver plate. I con- 
sider the increase in the pawning of silver plate as a certain indication that the 
middle classes are suffering under the depression of the times." 

Mr. Fletcher gives testimony to the same effect : — 

" A great many of the middle classes, who never pledged before, are now our 
customers, and are pledging both their clothes and their plate. 

** I mean by middle classes, the lower sort of tradesmen, publicans, shoe- 
makers, tailors, and every trade you can mention." 

The statements of Mr. Meakin, a furniture broker, correspond in their 
general features with the evidence of the pawnbrokers, as will be seen by the 
following passages : — 

** Judging from what has come under your notice in your business;, what is, 
in your opinion, the condition of the poorer classes in Stockport? — I consider 
that they cannot be in worse distress than they are at this time, and I have never 
known them so badly off since I have been in Stockport. 

" On what facts do you ground this opinion ? — ^They now bring articles of 
such a mean description, which they would never have thought of bringing for 
sale before, and which they certainly never did bring. They offer me knives 
and forks, basins, bits of old iron, any thing which they have about them, 
and they tell me they want to raise money to buy a few potatoes with, just 
to carry them on with another week. As for clothing, I have never seen 
people so badly clothed; the children come to me often with their mothers, 
barefooted and bareheaded, begging their mothers to sell small articles to get 
a bit of bread with, or a few potatoes. 

" Do you not sell articles of furniture on a large scale ? — Yes, and I even 
act as a machine-broker ; 1 have bought and sold several steam-engines. 

" Do the poor bring you articles of furniture, such as chairs, tables, and 
beds to sell to you? — Not at present; that is nearly done away with. They 
have sold their chairs and tables, except what is absolutely necessary in their 
houses, and even including sometimes wnat is absolutely necessary. What they 
bring now consists of articles of an inferior description, which are worth scarcely 

anything^ 
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anything, but which they are very anxious to sell. In fact, when they come, it i. 

is very difficult for me to get rid of them. Evidences of 

" Do you observe any difference in the class of persons who now come to offer 

you goods for sale? — There is a very great difference; those come now who Furniture Broker, 
never would have thought of coming before. Men who used to be in the 
receipt of good wages, and who filled a respectable situation in life, now come 
and want to sell articles of very trifling value. Last Friday, an elderly work- 
man came to me, and took out of his waistcoat pocket a pair of spectacles in a 
case, and asked me if I would buy them. I said I did not want to buy them, 
as I had plenty of spectacles by me. He then said, * You shall have tnem for 
5rf. ; I want to buy a bit of bread for myself and my boy.' I said, * Do you use 
them ?' he said, • Yes/ I said, * Why, how can you do without them then ? * 
He answered, ^ I am like to do without them ; I am like to have something for 
belly for myself and boy/ The child was about four years old." 

While the furniture of the cottages of the operatives is becoming more scanty. Depreciation of 
the value of cottage property in Stockport is depreciated. Mr. Sidebottom, a Cottage Property, 
rent-collector, estimates the depreciation at about 25 per cent, and he states 
that he has found greater difficulty than formerly in collecting rents, as he has to 
call much oftener on some of the tenants. Mr. Samuel Hunt, one of the partners 
In the firm of Allen & Hunt, timber-merchants and builders, who states that 
they are oflen employed in the valuation of cottages and other property, esti- 
mates the depreciation at from 22 J to 45 per cent ; of this he gives the 
following illustrations : — 

" In Portwood we had cottages in our care which let then at 2 s. 6d. per 
week, and which are now empty, although we offer them at 1^. 6^. We had 
an offer for the three altogether, this week, from a respectable mill-owner, for 
10/. a-year, which would be less than 1 s. 6d. a-week. In the same neighbour- 
hood, some cottages of which we have the care let in 1835 for 35. 6d. a-week, 
now they let for 2 5. 10 d. Some cottages which we built ourselves at Portwood 
for other parties, and which let for 3s. "id. a-week, now let for Qs.5d., which is 
a depreciation of about 29 per cent. In the neighbourhood of Heaton Lane, 
jadjoining our own place, which is considered one of the best in the borough for 
business purposes, a house which we have the care of as stewards always used 
to let for 20/. a-year, now it lets for 15/. In the same part of the town, 
cottages which let for 2 5. 4 (/. a-week, now let for 1^.8^. In Chestergate, 
which is another part of the town, shops, formerly let for 14/. a-year, now let 
for 10/. 10s. In the Market-place, a valuable shop, which let formerly for 95/, 
now lets for 50/. There is another shop in the Market-place, the tenant of 
which died, who had been paying 100/. a-year for it, it now lets for 80/. In 
the same locality there is a public-house for which my own brother-in-law had 
140/. a-year offered to him about 1835 ; now the same tenant who then occupied 
the premises only pays 85/. a-year, and complains that even that is too much. 

*' Are the instances which you have cited fair samples of the general depre- 
ciation of property in the borough? — ^They are so, except perhaps in the 
neighbourhood of large mills, which still continue in full employment ; I only 
know, however, of two such exceptions." 

As the depreciation of cottage property might possibly have arisen from over 
speculation in building, we particularly questioned Mr. Hunt on this point. 
But he negatives this supposition, and accounts for the depreciation in a 
different way, as will be seen by the following extracts from his evidence : — 

" Has the proportion of cottages built yearly in Stockport increased within 
the last few years? — By no means ; from the years 1833 to 1837 we used to 
build 33 cottages a-year on the average, during the last year we only built 
three. 

" During the years 1835 and 1836 was there not considerable speculation in 
cottage building in Stockport ? — Yes, but not more than the prosperity of the 
town during those years warranted. If trade had continued flourishing, and 
the mills had been at work, I do not believe that there would be too many 
houses in the borough ; but at present many have lefl the town, and have- either 
gone to other parts of England, or have emigrated to Australia or the United 
States ; and the custom has now become more frequent for several families to 
live in one house." ^ 
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We will take this opportunity of stating that we have obtained from the Board 
of Excise certain returns, which will be round in the Appendix, relating to the 
Stockport * District during the last ten years, and that these returns tend to 
show that there was a general decline in the property of the district in 1841, as 
compared with 1840 : thus the amount charged on bricks in 1 841, was 1,887/. 
5s. 3d.j and S^^lL 2& 9^ in 1840; the amount diarged on licences in 1841, 
was 4,657 /• 17 '^^ Si/., ia 1840, 49771 /• ISs^Qd.; the amount charged on paper 
in 1841, was 3,312 /. 13 s. Bd.^ in 1840, 4,0^ I. 5 s. 4* d^ showing a decrease in 
the year under those three heads, of 2,462 /. 6 5. 8 d. There was likewise a 
decrease in the amount charged on pcKt-horses, but this might arise from the 
increased travelling by railway which connects Stockport with Manchester. On 
auctions alone there was an increase ; the amount charged in 1841 having been 
468/, 13^. Id^ ia 1840, 391/. 9 s. llrf. Auctioneers, however, like pawn- 
brokers, appear generally to thrive best in prosperous times, for the amount 
charged on auctions was the highest in 1835 ; in that year of prosperity it was 
as much as 825 /. 14 s. ; since then there has been a progressive decrease every 
year until 1840. From the return of the number of traders licensed by the 
Excise, it is shown that the number of retail dealers has diminished in 1841 as 
compared with 1840 ; thus, in the year 1840, there were 293 individuals in the 
Stockport District, licensed for the general sale of beer by retail ; in 1841 there 
were only 251 ; in the year 1840 there were 189 licensed retailers of wine ; in 
1841, there were only I77 : in 1840 there were 254 retailers of beer and spirits ; 
the number was reduced to 249 in 1841 ; in the year 1840 there were 476 
dealers in tea and coffee, and 901 dealers in tobacco and snuff; in 1841, the 
numbers of these two classes of dealers was 471 and 896 respectively. We are 
not enabled to show by 'figures a comparative statement of the consumption of 
any exclseable articles except foreign spirits, of which 17>767 gallons were con- 
smned in the Stockport District in 1840, and only 16,214 in 1841, while at the 
same time in the former year, 8,296 gallons of British spirits were permitted 
into traders' stocks, and only 3,601 gallons in the latter. On a comparison of the 
year 1841 with 1896, the total consumption of spirits shows a decrease of more 
than 50 per cent. We have only to add, in reference to this diminution of the 
consumption of spirits, that temperance societies do not appear, according to the 
evidence of Mr. G. Henshaw, to have had much influence at Stockport, except 
among the Roman Catholics ; that decrease therefore must be referred chiefly 
to the diminished means of the consumers of spirits. 

We have already adverted to the general repugnance of the manufacturing 
population in Lancashire and Cheshire to the receipt of parochial relief and to 
the numerous sick clubs and benefit societies which they maintain out of their 
own resources. In our inquiries into the condition of the operatives of Stock- 
port, we were naturally anxious to ascertain the number of such institutions in 
the Union, and likewise how far they had been affected by the prevailing 
distress. 

We have been feivoured by Mr. Tidd Pratt with information respecting the 
friendly societies in Stockport* duly enrolled pur^iant to the 10th Geo. 4th, 
c. 56, and the 4th and 5th Will. 4th, c. 40, and it appears th^ the total number 
of such societies is only ten, of which two are budding clubs. However, by 
&r the greater number of such institutions in Stockport are not enrolled, and of 
the latter, including the various lodges of the secret societies, as Odd Fellows, 
Druids, &c., there are a large number. The only way of obtaining precise in- 
formation respecting the condition of these clubs, is by application to the 
members themselves, and on account of their great number f we had no 
resource but to issue a printed circular of questions to them, requesting them 
to favour us with answers concerning the condition of their respective societies. 
There was a certain unwillingness amongst them, as from the first we had 
anticipated, to give an account of the state of their affairs, and hence we re- 
ceived answers uom only 10 societies. As far as we may draw any inference 
from the condition of these 10, we are led to the conclusion that these societies 

are 



^ The fixcise district of Stockport comprises the small Tillages in the vicinity, 
t See Appendix, p. 128. 
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are by no means in prosperous circumstances. There is a general complaint 
amongst them of the increase of applications for support from their funds, and 

of a diminution of their resources. One circumstance is particularly signifi- 

cant, viz. that in these 10 clubs the number of members is at the present time State of Benefit 
less by 282 than in the year 1841. Independently of these, Mr. John Smith of Clubs, kc. 
Edgeley has furnished us with a statement respecting two benefit societies of 
which he is secretary ; in one of them the number of members, which in 1829 
and seven following years was ISO, has been reduced to 76, and the allowances 
to the sick have in consequence been reduced from 8 s. a- week to 3 s. a- week, 
and 12 members were excluded in last November and January for non-payment 
of their subscriptions. In the other club, which originally consisted of 40 mem- 
bers, the number has diminished down to 16. During the last year 12 members, 
chiefly employed in the cotton factories, were excluded for the same reason as in 
the club last mentioned. The building clubs in the borough appear to be in an 
equally unfortunate condition, although this perhaps is less to b^ wondered at, 
inasmuch as they do not appear originally to have been established on sound 
principles. But on this head we desire to refer to the statements of Mr. 
Moore, of Stockport, secretary to the Spread Eagle Building Society, which 
will be found in the Appendix. The only benefit society in Stockport, of which 
we have ascertained that the number of its members has increased in the 
midst of the general depression, is the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
The number of the members of this order in the Stockport District, which for 
the year 1840 was 2,133, amounted in 1841 to 2341, showing an increase in the 
year of 208 members. We refer to the Appendix for details respecting this 
CMrder, which we took down in writing in an interview with four of the mem- 
bcrsy Mr. Barnet Jervis, secretary of the district, Mr. Thomas WooUam, deputy 
grand master, and Mr. James Clayton, and Mr. William Wray, who had 
previously held office in the society. We will merely state in this place that 
the main ot^ect of the order seems to be to give relief to its members in sick- 
ness» and to afford them opportunities, when unable to find them employment 
at home, o£ going to other localities in search of work. The increase of its 
members has probably arisen in some measure from the decayed condition of 
many of the other benefit societies in Stockport ; for a superior class of opera- 
tives and individuals of various trades and professions belong to the order of 
Odd Fellows, and there appears to be a well founded confidence in its solvency. 
Mr. George Bolsover, a surgeon of Stockport, who has held a high office in the 
order, has favoured us with the following analysis of the various trades and 
professions of those who were its members in February 1840, which places in a 
striking light the importance and comprehensiveness of the order. 
Bakers 



1. 
2. 
a. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 



. - . . • 11 

Be^-sellers - - . . e 

Block-cutters - - . - 7 

Blower*tenters - - - - 2 

Boatmen - - - - . 2 

Boiler-makers - - - - 3 

Book-keepers - - • - 10 

Brewers - - - . • 20 

Biickmakers - - . - e 

Brick-setters - - - - 26 

Brush-makers - - - - 10 

Butchers - - - - - 17 

Cabmet-makers - - • • 2 

Callenderers - - - . 5 

Carders - - • - . 95 

Carters ----- 23 



Chandlers, tallow 

Clogffers - . - - . 

Coacnmen - . • . 

20. Collectors of rates, 8cc. 

21. Colliers 

22. Colour-makers (for cotton printers) 
53. Confectioners - . - • 
W. Coopers - - - - . 

25. CorcLwainers - - • - 

26. Crofters or bleachers - 
Cutlookers 



27. 
28. 



3 
3 
3 
2 

1 
1 
3 
2 
80 
83 
1 



Curriers - - . *. - 2 
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29. Dealers in cotton waste 

30. Drapers - - - 

31. Dressers - - - 

32. Druggists - - - 

33. Dyers . - - 

34. Earthenware-dealers - 

35. Engineers 

36. Engravers 



- 2 

- 8 

- 00 

- 4 

- 84 

- 3 

- 28 
• - 3 

Farmers ----- 19 

Finishers of cotton goods - - 15 

Firemen or engine-tenters - - 4 

Footmen ----- 4 

Gardeners- - - - - 11 

Grasmen ----- 2 

Greengrocers - - - . 1 

Grinders of machines- - - 5 

Grocers ----- 8 

Grooms ----- 3 

- 9 



37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. Hairdressers 



48. Hatters 75 

49. Hawkers -,---- 4 

50. Joiners and carpenters - - 43 

51. Labourers - . - - - 103 

52. Leather-cutters - - - - 2 

53. Lodge-keepers - ^ - - - 3 

54. Managers m cotton-mills - - 5 

55. Manufacturers of cotton - - 1 

56. Masons ----- 16 



D 4 57. Mechanics 
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57. Mechanics in factories - - 66 

68. Millers 20 

69. Millwrights - - - - 11 

60. Miners ----- 4 

61. Moulders ----- 17 

62. Musicians ----- 2 

63. Newsvenders - - - - 2 

64. Ostlers 2 

66. Overlookers in mills - - - 107 

66. Painters • - - - - 22 

67. Paviors - - - . - - 1 

68. Physicians - - - _ 1 

69. Piecers to cotton-spinners - - 6 

70. Picker makers - - - - 2 

71. Plasterers ----- 9 

72. Plumbers and glaziers - - 12 

73. Police-oflScers - - - - 6 

74. Porters - - - - ^ 3 
76. Printers of cotton - - - 97 

76. Printers (letter-press) - - 6 

77. Publicans ----- 31 

78. Roller-coverei-s - - - 
.79. Roller-turners - - - 

80. Kope-mukers - - - 

81. Sadlers . - - - 

82. Sawyers - - - - 

83. Schoolmasters - - - 

84. Servant-men - - - 
86. Shopkeepers - - - 
86. Shuttle-makers - - - 



3 
2 

4 
1 
6 
1 
6 
17 
6 



87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

96. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
106. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 



Sizers 

Slaters 

Slubbers - 
^Smiths 
' Spindle-makers - 

Spinners 



1 

- 6 

- 7 

- 41 

- 2 

- 301 
Stretchers - - - - - la 

4 

- 21 

- 4 
1 

- 39 

- 2 
1 
2 

- 2 

- 1 
4 

- 11 

- 16 

- 10 

- 6 



Strikers to smiths 

Strippers - - - 

Surgeons - - - 

Surgeons (veterinary) - 

Tailors - - . 

Tinplate-workers 

Tobacconists 

Tobacco-pipe makers - 

Toll-keepers 

Tripe-dressers - 

Turners in wood, metal, &c 

Twisters in - - 

Warehousemen - 

Warpers - - - 

Wasters - - - 

Weavers ----- 261 

Wheelwrights - - - - 4 

W betters of cards - - - s 

Writers, or clerks - - 2 

No trade returned - - - 12 
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There is, we believe, no society of a similar kind which has such widely 
spread connexions, and possesses so many elements of stability, as the order of 
Odd Fellows (a list of 179 places in Great Britain which contain lodges of 
this order will be found in the Appendix) ; and it seems that the Manchester 
Unity, as it is called, maintains relations with an order of Odd Fellows in 
America. We are impressed with a favourable opinion of the moral effects of 
this order ; it cherishes a spirit of manly independence, and promotes sentiments 
of brotherly kindness amongst its members. We may add, that it proscribes 
the discussion of political and theological subjects at its meetings, and that 
its members are liable to expulsion for gross immorality. 

With respect to the savings bank at Stockport, we have to report that it does 
not present any results from which distress in 1841 would necessarily be inferred 
as compared with the previous year. By the permission of the trustees and the 
assistance of Mr. Walter Vaughan, the secretary, we were enabled to examine the 
books, and we now subjoin a statement of the accounts opened and the accounts 
closed during each of the last ten years, and of the total number of accounts 
remaining at the end of each year. We likewise subjoin a statement of the 
balance of monies deposited in the savings bank and withdrawn from it during 
each of those years. 



IN THE YEAR 


ACCOUNTS 
OPENED. 


ACCOUNTS 
CLOSED. 


TOTAL 
REMAINING. 


1832 - . - 


255 


223 


926 


1833 - - - 


279 


160 


1)045 


1834 - - - 


277 


185 


1,137 


1836 - - . 


650 


369 


1,418 


1836 - - - 


475 


295 


1,598 


1837 - - . 


322 


429 


1,491 


1838 - - - 


417 


163 


1,745 


1839 - - . 


348 


532 


1,561 


1840 . - . 


314 


290 


1,585 


1841 - 


375 


329 


1,631 
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Balance of money deposited in Stockport Bank, and of money withdrawn i. 

from it during each of the following years. Evidences of 

Distress. 



£. s. d. 



1831 - - -r - - - - 1,290 2 6 

1832 826 11 

1833 1,123 1 

1834 - - 844 6 

1835 6,621 17 

1836 4,938 - 

1837 - - .... 3,611 13 

1838- -, 6,116 11 

1839 - - 4,274 15 

1840 71 14 

1841 1,354 10 



5 against Bank. 
2 

10 
2 

8 
10 

6 against Bank. 
5 



Savings Bank. 



There is, however, one point which appears to deserve notice in these tables, 
viz., the fluctuations of the total number of the depositors during the last six 
years. We are inclined to believe that in any town of Great Britain, which is 
known to have been steadily thriving during that period, it will be found that 
the number of depositors and the amount of deposits have increased, although 
not always in the same ratio every year. But in Stockport, the number of de- 
positors having been 1,598 at the close of the year 1836, falls back to 1,491 
m the following year. It then advances in the year 18S8 to 1,7^5 ; but in the 
following year again it falls down to 1,561. In this latter, viz. in 1839, it will 
be observed that 532 accounts are closed, and that there was a balance of 
4,^5/. 15^. Qd. against the bank. During the last two years there has been 
an increase^ but not sufficient to replace the amount withdrawn in 1839, yet 
still the accounts of 1841 appear to be satisfactory as compared with 1840. 
The number of accounts closed in 1841 is indeed greater than in 1840, but the 
total number of deposits has increased. 

But although there is nothing in the present condition of the savings bank 
at Stockport which would lead to the conclusion that the town is suffering 
under severe distress, yet we regret to state that this circumstance admits of 
explanation and does not rebut the inferences which are naturally suggested by 
some of the other facts which we have adduced. In the first place it must be 
remembered, that although between 4,000 and 5,000 hands are said to be out 
of employment, yet that perhaps double that number in the borough are 
wholly or paitially in employment. Now, operatives at present employed in 
the factories must know instances of individuals who some time back were in 
precisely similar circumstances with themselves, but who now, through the 
stoppage of mills, have been for many months unable to obtain work. But this 
Would nave a tendency to make the most careless person thoughtful, and might 
operate on some minds as a warning to frugality, just as in a locality where 
many houses may have been recently burned down, insurances against fire may 
become more numerous. In the next place the unprosperous state of many of 
the building clubs and friendly societies has left a narrower range of selection 
for prudent persons who may be deliberating as to the safest mode of securing 
to themselves a provision in time of sickness or want of employment. And, 
lastly, we doubt whether the new depositors, during the last two years, in the 
Stockport Savings Bank, are principally persons engaged in manufactures. 
Unfortunately there is no analysis of the various classes of depositors in that 
bank. We have, however, ourselves made an analysis of the classes of the 
new depositors, from 20 November 1841 to January 21 in the present year, 
whicb we now subjoin; and it will appear from this statement that very few. of 
the new depositors are factory hands. In fact, out of 68 new deposits only 
seven were made by individuals engaged directly in the cotton factories, and of 
these seven, two were Irish. 

Analysis of Depositors in iftocApor/ Savings Bank, from 20 November 1841 

to 21 January, inclusive. 
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of age, money deposited by father, a shopkeeper, from an aunt ; butcher's 
daughter ; 1 widow, in no business ; I spinster, ditto. 



Friday, December 3, 1841, and Friday, December 10 



- 6 



1 weaver residing at Hyde ; I domestic housekeeper at Marple ; 2 grocer and 
diild 3 months old, at Dosdea ; 1 servant; 1 club of Odd Fellows for the 
Marple district. 

Friday, December I7, and Monday, December 20 - - 7 

1 servant; 2 minors under 12, deposit by father and mother, of whom it is 
not known whether they are in business ; 1 laboured of Horwich, ia Derby- 
shire ; 1 tailor ; 1 stone-mason ; 1 cotton^dresser, residing at Portwood. 

Monday, December 27 ; Friday, December 31 - - 5 

2 servants; 1 engineer; 1 bachelor, in no business, re5ides at Spring Hill, born 
at Birmingham ; 1 power-loon^ weaver, born at Mellor, in Derbyshire^ resides 
at Portwood, 

Monday, January 3 ; Friday, January 7; Monday, January 10 - I7 

1 ostler; 2 labourers; 1 farmer; 1 servant ; 1 schoolmaster; 2 shoeottkers* 

1 engineer (a legacy had been left himi) ; 1 spinner at Marple; 1 macbine^aMkec , 
22, bachelor ; 3 minors in one family, father, housekeeper ; 1 cottoa*dresser ; 

2 deposits made by executors in trust for minors. 

Friday, January 14 ; Friday, 21 • - - r - 23 

3 minors, 15, 10, 12 — father, publican; 1 mraor, 4, deposited by mother; 
^servants; 1 farm-servant ; 1 blacksmith; I Handforth juvenile funeral fund; 
9 mechanics working in Stockport ; 1 brass-founder ; 1 stone-mason; 2 females, 
house affairs, part of the family ; 1 tailor; 1 hat-triramer ; 2 minors, viz. 5 and 
2 J, father a roller-maker ; 1 minor, deposit made by aunt as trustee; 2 wea- 
vers, one 17 years of age, bom at Dublin, residing at Portwood, working at 
Mr. Cephas Howard's mill ; the other, age 26^ born in county Mayo, residing 
in High-street, working in the mill of Messrs. G. & T. S. Marshall ; I Odd 
Fellows of Heaton Norris. 

We cannot conclude our review of the various indications of distress in 
Stockport without noticing ope circumstance which we regard with feelings of 
satisfaction. Contagious fevers do not appear to be more prevalent in Stock- 
port than in previous years- We believe it has been frequently observed that 
where extensive destitution has prevailed in large towns ^^ Contagious fever has 
generally followed in its train. But Stockport does not seem to have suffered 
during the last year under the visitation of a similar calamity. Mr. RIacksUaw 
indeed states, in a passage already quoted, that he thinks he has had more cases 
of slight fever, and he attributes n^any of such cases to the privations which 
the parties undergo, but he states that be has not had more cases of fever in a 
malignant form. This agrees with the experience of Dr. Rayner, who says, " I 
do not think that fevers have increased amongst us, at least I may safely say 
this respecting fevers of a malignant character;" and on examining the number 
of fever cases admitted into Stockport Infirmary during the last four months 
of 1841, we find from the evidence of Mr. Woodie, the house surgeon, 
that they were only 15, while in the corresponding four months of 1840 and 
1839 they were 31 and 20 respectively ; and this is the more satisfactory, inas- 
much as the total number of cases admitted into the Infirmary during each of 
those three periods does not seem to have materially fluctuated. The number 
was 60 in 1839, 56 in 1840, and 55 in 1841. 



* See Dr. Alison's work on tho management of the poor in Scotland. 
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Relief of the 

The d^ree in which the distress of the operatives in Stockport Union has '^^ ^ 

been remedied or palliated, hy relief giren from the poor-rates, has already 
been partially adverted to in tiie preceding parts of this Report, but we now 
proceed to a fuller consideration of this branch of our inquiry. 

No prohibitory order having been at any time issued by the Poor Law Com- Board of Guar- 
missioners to the Guardians of Stockport Union, the guardians have had am <lian8. 
uniertrained discretion as to the manner of affording relief to the several classes 
of paupers, aided nevertheless at all times by froe ccMnmunication witli tlie 
Commissioners, the means of ref!»:ence to their annual reports, and by the 
occasional visits and advice <^ an Assistant Commissioner ; and it appears that 
their proceedings, in the administration of relief, have in many points accorded 
with ihe principles and practice inculcated in the annual reports, and in the 
Tcdes and regulations which have been issued by the Commissioners in many 
parts of the kingdom. A central Union Worldiouse has been built, calculated 
to contain between 500 and 600 inmates, well provided with separate schools 
for boys, girls, and infant children, and with a very commodious hospital 
department ; a fuller description of which will be found in the evidence of Mr. 
F^Mter, the chairman, in p. 72 of the Appendix. 

We witnessed the administration of rdicf by the Board of Guardians on 
several occasions, and had these and other opportunities of judging of the con- 
duct and qualifications of the several paid officers ; and we can truly state that, 
in this respect, we have seldom met with a more efficient union establishment, 
80 far as our observations extended. 

The Board of Guardians, presided over by their able and unwearied chair- 
man, and aided by the advice of a most efficient clerk, Mr. Coppock, appeared 
to us to give an effectual and discriminating attention to the numerous cases of 
relief which were brought before them, and to dispose of an amount of business, 
which, without the advantages above-mentioned, and a great d^ree of harmony 
and unanimity in their decisions, it would have seemed almost impracticable to 
go through within the course of one day. On the first occasion of our attend- 
ance at the Board, the guardians sat fix)m ten in the morning, with two slight 
intervals for refi*eshment, until nine at night, and we were told that this had 
been by no means one of the longest of their sittings. 

The cases heard and disposed of by the guardians, at their weekly meeting, 
are not merely the cases of new applications, which of themselves are very 
numerous, but it is their practice, in the cases of all persons applying for relief 
through non- employment, to make their order for relief, when granted, for one 
month only ; as these orders therefore expire, the cases again come on for 
renewal, and the new hearing is invariably preceded (as appears from John 
Lawton's evidence) by a domiciliary visit of the relieving officer. 

It will be seen by a reference to the table marked (B.), p. 5, that the relief 
ordered to able-bodied persons out of work has been very seldom by way 
of admission to the workhouse, but more usually by way of out-door relief. 
The degree of real distress now existing at Stockport would in fact render the 
former mode of relief unavailable to any great extent, with a workhouse of the 
dimensions described, and had a prohibitory order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners been in operation at Stockport, we should have said that, under the 
circumstances now existing there, a temporary suspension of its provisionfe 
would probably have been considered an expedient, and even necessary step. 

It will be seen from the evidence of Mr. Forster, the chairman, that although 
the guardians have not felt themselves enabled to apply the workhouse test 
extensively to the cases of able-bodied men out of employment, they have 
resorted to the expedient of receiving the children of able-bodied persons into 
the schools as a test of destitution. They have also established a yard for 
breaking stones, and have given employment in various modes, although to no 
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IL had been employed in the scavengix^, and had received for the maintenance of 

Relief of ibe themselves and families III. 148. StL The same week 23 ont-door poor had 
^^^ been employed either in moving earth or in stone-breaking, recriving in Ae 
whole 41. Bs. 6d» In addition to the above, employment had been given, 
during the same week, in small jobs put out from the workhouse, to nine 
tailors, five shoemakers, and three joiners, to the value of 4 /. 17 ^» 6rf. in the 
whole. Tlie jobs last mentioned are somewhat in the nature of out^door relief, 
although the payments do not appear in the relieving officer's books, but are 
chained to the establishment, being done for the use and benefit of tiae work- 
house, by persons who woiild otherwise be paupers, and who have made 
application for relief. 

That which appeared the most wise and judicious part of the proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians, was the rule which they had adopted of giving all- the 
relief afforded to able-bodied persons or their families wholly in kind. 

The reasons which led the guardians to this step are thud ably set forth in 
tiie evidence of Mr. Forster. ' . 

Relief in kind. ^« Before the pressure came upon us from the stoppage of the Stockport mills 

Mr. Forster. ^ August last, we had given but little relief in kind ; we had introduced it in 

fiome d^ree, but we could not bring it into general aod. oomplate, opecaftion 
until then. We had had some difficulty about It s Idie poor ^bjeot^d X9 it;; tl^ 
public, some of them, were not very friendly to it, and it waa oppQsed tp the 
interests of the shopkeepers ; but the guardians, seeing that itwould be a great 
advantage to the poor and a great saving to the rate-payers, determined to go 
on with it, and did, in facty carry it into full effect under the pressure which 
began about the commencement of August. 

^^ Both the poor and the body of the rate-payers are at this time satisfied with 
the propriety of these arrangements, and the^ approbation of the public is shown 
by the fact, that the committee yirho have the management of the relief frmds 
have adopted the same plan after some di3cussion, and notwithstanding some 
memorials against it from the shopkeepers,, to which they ga.ve the answer, 
^ that the fimds had been raised for the benefit of tJie poor, and not for the 
benefit of the shopkeepers.* . , 

*^ We are now giving the whole of out relief to able-bodied poor in Jdnd^ 
except perhaps in a very few peculiar case^ where may be illness in the family ; 
that is to say, in bread, oa4:meal, and potatoes, and we are careful to pYovtde all 
these of superior quality. ' ^ . 

" What are the reasons which induced you to resort to relief in land, rather 
than in money ? — We frequently heard from persons who were applicant^ for 
relief at the Board, and who had the previous week ^leceived several shillings 
relief in money, that their children had not had a mouthfrd olmeat for one or 
even two days. This led us to the reflection that the money timt they had 
received from the Board had not been laid out in food, and so apptiedto the 
maintenance of the children. We had, in some instances, good reason to b^6ve 
that a part of the money was expended in buying drams, in redeeming dothes 
from, the pawnshop, or in paying rent and old scores at the shops; thus the 
due support of their children was neglected ; we therefore deteruiined to ftur- 
nish them with food, and with food only, thereby securing to the children what 
was intended for them. Our expectations, we believe, were in a great degree 
realized, for the complaiiit of the children being without bread is seldom heiQU*d 
at our Board from those who are in receipt of relief. Although at the first 
this was unpalatable to the poor, they are now sensible that relief so afforded is 
of more real benefit to them than if they had money given to them to lay out 
for themselves. 

" The saving to the rate-payer by this mode of affording relief is about 20 per 
cent., and at the same time we ensure to the poor articles of proyision, of jpore 
. uniformly good quality than they would themselves buy at the retail shop. 

^' Thus we have realized the double advantage of giving the greatest amount 
of rdief to the poor at the least expense to the rate-payer. 

" How is the relief in kind dispensed to the poor ? — It has always been distri- 
buted at the workhouse ; the bread is baked there. The relieving officer has 
hitherto been accustomed to give them tickets the day after the meeting of the 
Board, which tickets were presented to the master of the workhouse, who then 
gave out provisions of the value ordered, and, as far as possible, such prc^or- 
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ticms of the severai articles as the a^^Hoajsts dmmd to hare of efldi« We hare, 
bowever^ recentij made arrangcmentB which will enable them to take amsj 
their relief with them mxmediately after the decision of the Boaid, tickets of 
Tarious amounts being first prepared for the rdieving officer^ which are to be 
gi\%n at once, and wluch may be presented at once to thel person m charge of 
tiie provisions. By this arrangement* any case of urgent distress is reUeved 
immediately alber the heanng of the application by Ihe Boards and the appli- 
cants are also saved the trouble of going to thfc relietdng officer again for the 
tidcet, and agabi to the workhouse for the |»rovisions; Another adi^iantage is, 
lliat the lelieTing officers will not be obliged to give so much relief at their dis- 
cretion. Our arrangements for carrying this plan into efitect are nearly com- 
plete;" 

This system of relieving the able-bodied exclusively in kind^ appears to have ' 
been commenoed by the guardians in the week ended 5th August 1841. For 
thefnrst two iitib&tfaSi baeon and butter apprar to have been induded in the 
artides of provision dispensed ; but, since the comm^teement of October, thooe 
articles have been qonfined entirely to bread, meal, and potatoes, except in par- 
ticular cases, as cases of sickness. 

The following Table shows Ae quantity 6f bread, meal, aiwl potatoes, dis- 
pensed in out-door relief to theiftjletbod^, from the week ended 6th Augint 
to that ended' 3d February inelusivef^^ , 



K 

fitltefoftte 

DisbBM^ 



\Ve£K$ ending 



Ifand; 



— - 2t) - * 

Sq)tember a - - 

f ':.•!-.(' L'^iff I'j' ' *' 
, /, {*^\ »r*P3H -^ ' '•''5 

October -* 7 - - 

_ - 31 • - 

"T^Tovember 4 ' - " - 

fi..'! ,^.' ' -ti8. '♦i' '-?' 
■) h rt-r. -f-nf . .> :•:.■ 
:'>i)ebeihh*.»*s ♦■ ,^ :. .*. 

— - 20 

••■■! •— ■' 'i adi ■-■■. ■- 

t ;- , .,'. i , '■■• •,. 

1 JinMiai7 4 6 •-.■ •- 
•-• .; -rr(i ,r ?8... -!. T 
■,: |,,r- . -30, .-. r 

• . ~ ■,*5, .' " 
February 3 • 



1 'I . ' ' II I ' 



i».4^7. 
. l»7&5 
J, 8:^ I' 

3,650 

>■ M*8 
3,634 

. 4;«n3 

"^9^1 • 
•4,749 • 

. 6^91 : 
- *^'^§Z 

' 6461)3 j 



6,941 
,7486 
7,670 
8,400 

8,437 



PotM^et. 



>i3J0 

20 



Bacon, 



555 

!93fi 

V43 

1,612 
2,385 

*.495 

■ 2j70O 

■ "^,940 
8,060 

, a,65<>" 
4,i»o 

4W>5Q^ 

4,080 

4,3«'t> 
9,800 



8.840 
4.250 
4,548 
6,700 

6,724 



44 
37 

?7 
«9 

28 
35 

26 
22 



T 

v4 



MeftL 



lis. 
347 

373 
' 360 

' '430 
646 
667 

I 923, 
840 

S49 
i,o^ii 

1,050 

^64 ' 
1,006 

M64. 
1,^62 

1,680 
1,607 

M99 



i,49D 
1,576 
i»709 
i,88b 

1,947 



Bauer. 



ToiAU 



ibs. 
3$ 

,33 
32 
31 

37 
40 

46 
38 

41 
4 
S 



'4' 

4, 
3> 



«f363 
1,859 
a,257 
0^311 

i,6o3 
* 3,9*6 

'4,499 

< 5^9« 

5,843 

. 6,158 

' 7,651 
'8,061 

7,777 

«,877 
. i 8,9641 

9»9§6 
ia,7«i 

t M.737} 
, 11,747 
11,984 

' 13;436 
: *i,»i3i 



u,i7* 
13,313 
13»9«7 
16,980 

17,108 



In reference to the degree and sufficiency of the relief afibrded by the 
guai^dians, in the manner above described, it occurred to us, in some indivi- 
dual oases, that the amount of relief, when described in money value, was less 
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II. 

AeUefoftke 
Diftratt* 

EfBciency of relief 
in food. 



Relief in bedding, 
clothing, &c. 



Efficiency of reb'ef 
in food. 



Facility of applica- 
tion for relief. 



In the first place> the amount recorded as the weekly allowance was designed 
to a£Ford food only, as is clearly shown by its being given solely in food. It 
excludes, therefore, the supposition jo£ providing lor rent, clothing, fuel, soa|i, 
candles, or, in fact, any other articles than necessary articles of food. 

, As to the rent, it may be considered in most of the cases of those receiving 
parochial relief as running wholly in xurear ^ at all events, the guardians do not 
profess to provide for its payment It has been seen, that clothing, bedding, 
and dogs, when absolutely wanting, have been provided, to a great extent, 
separately by the guardians, and the cost of th^ is not considered in Hm^ 
aaimmt of relief at present under remarks 

"Rie following list of the articles of clothing and bedcQng given from August 
5th to February 2d, haSt been furnished to us by Mr. Forster. 



8BDBIKG. 



Beds 

Blankets . - . - 
Skeeu . . « . 
QuilU . . . . 

Total - 




CLOTHIirO. 



Shiru - - - . . 

Shifts 

Flannel vests .... 
Flannel petticoats . • . 

Clogs and shoes - - (pairs) 

Coats 

Waistcoats ----- 

T*i n ^wnrT 
XflTFWoCm —•-••• 

Total - - - 



44 
36 
30 

S» 

870 

12 

6 

13 



1,069 



Fuel, which we have already stated we found no want of in our visits to the 
families, appears to have been charitably supplied in considerable quantities Iqr 
Lord Yemon, and other parties, the owners and occupiers of coal-mines in the 
neighbourhood. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the money value of the relief stated in the 
memoranda of our visits, is applied solely to the provision of food ; and to this 
it must be added, that this money value represents 20 per cent, more in quan- 
tity than could be procured for the same amount at the retail shops. 

Although we might desire to see, if it were practicable, persons who have 
become objects of parochial relief, from whatever ca^se, more eflSciently relieveil 
than the operatives who are now in distress at Stockport through want of 
employment, we cannot say, nevertheless, that in our judgment the guardians 
have not proceeded as liberally in the administration of out-door relief to the 
able-bodied as they could with safety do under the circumstances by which they 
are surrounded. The number of empty houses, the state of the collection of 
the poor-»rates already described, and the certain exhaustion of the relief-fund 
at no distant period, these are all circumstances which tend to justify the 
guardians in dispensing with the utmost care and economy the funds now sup- 
plied by a greatly-reduced number of rate-payers, whose number and whose 
resources are stiU continually on the decrease. 

From the statements made in answer to our inquiries, we feel satisfied that 
due facilities are afforded by the Guardians of Stockport Union to all persons 
in distress who may be willing to apply for parochial relief. 

Mr. Forster, the chairman, in answer to the question, " Are your relieving 
officers in the habit of bringing all cases of application for relief before the 
Board ?— They have strict orders to that effect ; it is a rule they are directed 
never to depart from, and that rule applies to all persons resident in the Union, 
whether belonging to us or not, and to Irish or Scotch as well as English resi- 
dents. It appUes, in fact, to all residents of whatever nation." 

Relieving officer Joseph Wheeler, in answer to the question, " When appli- 
cations are made to you for relief, do you consider it to be a part of your duty 
always to bring them before the Board of Guardians ? — Certainly ; whether 
they appear to me proper applicants or not ; I leave the ultimate decision of 
the question ehtirely to the Board of Guardians." 

•^ Do you not grant relief on vour own responsibility in urgent cases ? — 
Always ; and I visit the house 01 a party applying in order to fonii a more 

correct 
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correct opinion as to the degree of his distress ; in such cases I rdieve in arti- ll. 

elesoffood." R«liefoftlie 

** What course do you pursue when you perceive sickness in tiie famih^ ?— ^ T mtrem . 
i give a note* for the doctor, that ia to say, for the medical officer ; and if tiie 
aiedical officer orders any extra rdief of luiy kind previous to the next meeting 
rf the Board, I invariaWy follow his tfirections/* 

Relieving officer John Lawton, in answer to the question, ^^ Have you reason 
to think that many of the applicants are in urgent distress at the time tiiey 
ttake appKeation to you for refief ? — ^A great many of them certainly drive it 
off to the very last ; I have visited many of them immediately on their appliccr- 
tion, who have not had a hit of anything in the house to eat ; and they have 
stated, truly as I believe, that they have been without food for two days toge- 
ther ; Mid I have visited many who have not applied themselves, but at the 
request of other parties, neighbours or others that have known them, and who 
have given information to nie of their distress-" 

** Do you always relieve immediately on such occasions, and' if so, in what 
manner ? — ^Always immediately in such cases, and in food, by giving them a 
ticket, directed to the governor of the workhouse, who supplies them imme- 
diately on its being presented. The worichouse is situate in the midst of the 
popldous part of my district, within a mile of any part of Stockport, and 
of the greater and most populous part of Heaton Norris. I have very often 
had to give relief at discretion in this manner ; in fact I relieve most of 
the new applications at once. All applications, from whatever part of my dis- 
trict, are made to me at the workhouse, and I attend there every day from nine 
to one for the purpose of receiving them. I attend also to any applications 
which may be made to me at my own house, which is in the centre of the 
town." 

We had much reason to be satisfied with the dear, steady, and efficient Relieving officer of 
manner in which the relieving officer, John Lawton, whose evidence we have Stockport District 
last quoted, appeared to discharge the very onerous duties of his office under 
the present difficulties, the increased burthen produced by the distress having 
fellen chiefly upon his district. We felt some apprehension, indeed, that those 
duties might be too heavy for one person to perform efficiently without injury 
to his health, and it will be seen at the close of John Lawton's evidence, that 
we put some questions to him on the subject, and that he expressed in his 
answers the fullest confidence in his own strength being equal to the increased 
pressure of his duties. The guardians, however, on our suggestion, directed 
some assistance to be afforded him in that part of his duties which is connected 
with the entering up and keeping his books, which was, perhaps, all that could 
be done with advantage, as the substitution of any inexperienced services, in 
the most essential part of the duties of the office, at such a time, might be 
productive of more harm than good. In reference to the other officers, we felt 
satisfied that the increased pressure upon their districts was no more than they 
might well bear without additional assistance. 

In regard to the administration of relief in cases of sickness, the evidence Relief in sickness. 
submitted to us shows very distinctly that medical attendance is promptly sup- 
plied in all cases of necessity, and that articles of food deemed necessary by 
the medical officers are immediately afforded without reserve by the relieving 
officers, on the recommendation of the former. 

We have now to notice a class of cases of persons, whom we believe to be Non^itled poor. 
exposed to peculiar suffering, on the occurrence of severe and long-continued 
distress in a manufacturing community, namely, those who have acquired no 
settlements in the parish or township in which they are resident, and in which 
they are no longer able to support themselves by their labour. The unwilling- 
ness which many of these persons feel to be removed to the places to which 
their chargeability ultimately belongs, causes them in some cases to abide any 
extremity rather than apply for relief, when they know that their application 
will be followed by immediate removal. 

These remarks apply chiefly to persons whose settlements may be traced to 
some parish in England, and to Irish residents. 

The following extract fix)m Mr. Forster's evidence applies to both English 
and Irish non-settled poor : — 

158. B 4 " Have 
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II. 

Relief of the 
Distress. 



RemoTal of non* 
settJed poor. 
Mr. Forstfr. 



*^ Have you not reason to think that there are many persons now snflfering 
considerable distress, who do not apply to the relieving officer, and who are pre- 
vented from applying by certain consequences which would follow from their 
receiving relief? — I have reason to think there are such cases. Many dare not 
apply, because they are aware of our practice, which is to remove all persons 
not belonging to us, whom we relieve, to their places of settlement, unless the 
township to which they belong agree to acknowledge their settlement, and to 
pay us for the relief we may c^ord them. 

** What has induced the guardians to adopt so strict a practice in reference 
to removals ? — ^We think it is, in the long run, for the interest of the town to 
remove all those who are burthensome and do not belong to us, notwithstand- 
ing the expense which attends their removal. The great improvements which 
have recently been made in the machinery of factories, have reduced the 
demand for labour ; and the present prospects of trade are such that there is 
little probability of the hands now idle getting into employment within a 
moderate period of time. We have to consider many conflicting interests on 
this point ; it is the apparent interest of the manufacturers and the shopkeepers 
to retain the population here, but on the other hand our own settled labouring 
population may be benefited by reducing the supply of hands under these adverse 
circumstances ; and what weighs with us mainly is, that the rate-payers ought 
to be relieved by such means as the law affords from the burden of maintain- 
ing those who are no longer useful to the town. 

*^ Do you always remove Irish and Scotch residents who apply for relief? — 
We generally do ; there must be some very strong reason to the contrary to 
prevent it. Many of the Irish say they would rather die than be removed ; 
they have no friends in Ireland, and no means of support there, and they say 
they may as well die here as go to Ireland. Others of them are desirous of 
being removed, and few besides these ever apply for relief. We had upwards 
of 30 Irish families who applied to us for relief on one Board-day; wc 
ordered them relief, and that they should be removed ; the result was, that no 
more than two or three would accept the relief, and we heard no more of them. 
Yery few Irish have applied to us since." 

Mr. Forster has made a further statement to us of the reasons which have 
influenced the Board of Guardians in their practice regarding the removal of 
paupers. That statement will be found in a letter which was addressed to us 
by Mr. Forster, on several topics connected with the distress existing in Stock- 
port, and which will be found attached to his evidence at page 72 of the 
Appendix. 

It appears that in pursuance of the practice above described, directions have 

been given by the Board of Guardians, since the 30th September last, to remove 

1,467 persons, including 902 children, to their several places of settlement ; 

but that of that number only 390, including 220 children, have actually been 

removed. 

Relievingofficer John Lawton states, that a considerable number of families 
in his district are reUeved by him at the expense of the parishes to which they 
belong, and in these cases it appears that orders of removal are not taken out, 
or, if obtained, are not executeid. 

" They are, '* he says, "chiefly from agricultural districts ; they are persons who 
have come to the town when trade was good, because they would earn double 
perhaps the amount they would in the places they came from." 

The prospect which awaits many of these families on their return to their 
own parishes is certainly a discouraging one ; more especially so in cases where 
the settlement is traced to parts of the country where wages are low, and where 
employment is not always to be had at all seasons of the year. Some of them 
also may have reason to fear that on removal to their own parish, there might 
be a difficulty in finding a dwelling-house, and in that case their only resource 
would be to remain, for some time at least, in the Union workhouse ; and the 
prejudice excited against these buildings by the clamour regarding the New 
Poor Law which once prevailed in the manufacturing districts, is still not wholly 
removed from the minds of many of the operatives. 

Notwithstanding the unwillingness of the non-settled families to be removed to 
their places of settlement, and therefore to apply for rehe^ it appears by the last 
quarterly abstract {See Table B., p. 5^), that 421 males, and 621 females of that 

class, 
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•class exclusive of children, received relief hrough various causes, chiefly, no ;il. 

doubt, the want of employment, in the quarter ending December 1841 ; and a Hdief of the 
coinpaj^teon pf these numbers with the numbers of the settled famflies relieved ^^^^ ' 

through i*atit of work, will show, in some measure, how large a proportion of 
-tJie* whole forking populatibn in Stotikport have migrated to that place from 
-otherpifrt^ 6f' the kingdom, atid'have not as Vet obtained settlertietrts there. 

Those English and Irish residents who, although in distress, have been un- Administration of 
, wUljing: to; Jjpply to the Board of Guardians for reUef through fe^r of removal, wiief fund, 
h^ve ^^yq^t)bLeies» b^ bpen wholly without assistance ; for the administrators 
pf the relief fiwid^ adverted toin.i^,forjD»ex p«rt of this Report, have, in the 
;cji3tribvjti9n of t^jt charity^ made no distinction bietween those who had settle- 
,;^entp,.w^ those who bad npt sjBttlemqijts in the township or Union, but haye 
dij^ep^s^.fis^ist^cei to all the inihabitapta alike whQm they believed to stai^ in 
.'nj^ed;qfit,. .. , , .:'.... . • 

The,arj;an®ew«a^ made for the distributipn of this fund are fully described 

in the^vi^eupe qf Mr. Waddiijigtcm and: others, of the witnesses who hc^ve taken a 

, Pfrt. ifl. its ' management, among whom will be found the rector ?nd curate of 

thp paiish church of. Stoqkport„ and Djr, JRa3mer, one of the medical oflGicers of 

. the Uiupft- Visitation ,of tiieifawilies uelieved, or applying for relief, for the 

Surpos^, pf inquiring, into their r^ circumstances, appears to have been con- 
ucted with considerable care. Jby sev^nal of, the gentlemen who had charitably 
undertaken the distribution of the funds. It might naturally be expected, 
hoover,' that the gratuitous services of gentlemen, having other pressing 
avocations, arid in many cases unaccustomed to inquiries of that nature, would 
be liable to occasional imposition on the part of persons who, taking advantage 
of thd general distress, woiild not hesitate to make a false representation of 
tibeir circumstances, in ordei^ to obtain improperiy a share of this relief; 
accordhigly, we found that, shortly after the commencement of the distribution 
of the charity, a public notice had been printed and posted in various parts of 
the town, stating that some cases of imposition had been detected, and warning 
all peMms wbo should attempt to practise the same in future, that they would 
be proceeded against and punished in course of law. We have since been 
infi^rmed that, in pursuance of this threat, several persons who were afterw^ds 
'detected hi imposing upon the administrators df the relirffund had been brought 
before the ifnagistrat^s for obtaining money under false pretences. 

There can be little doubt that disadvantages of this nature are inseparable 
from the administration of a fund so raised, and so distributed ; but although 
several instances came to our knowledge, we are not prepared to say to what 
extent, or in what d^ree, such impositions may have been practised. 

On* the other hand, we may state without hesitation, that we bdieve a great 
amount of *eal distress has been alleviated by the distribution of the fund so 
liberally subscribed, and that when the time of its complete exhaustion arrives, 
which may now be expected in a few weeks, the condition of the poor, as weH 
as the situation of the guardians and the rate-payers, wiU be worse thaA it 
has yet been uiiless an improvement in the trade should in* the meantime 
take place. 

It is stated in Mr. Waddmgton's evidence, that the receipt of 500/. from the 
Manufacturers' Relief Fund in London formed the basis of the charitable sub- 
scription, and that more than 3,000 /. had at that time been raised in the whole, 
chiefly by subscription of the wealthier inhabitants of the borough and those 
resident in the neighbourhood. It is also stated by the same witness, that the 
remittance from the London manufacturers' committee was accompanied with 
the condition that, in the distribution of that sum, no distinction should be 
Tnade ^between those receiving and those not receiving parochial relief, which 
condition was recognized by the pubUc meeting at which the KeUef Committee 
w^re appointed, and made applicable to the whole amount subscribed.* The 
datiibtttors therefore of this fund had a very extensive field for the exercise of 
ttieir charitable functions, comprehending the whole of the inhabitants of the 
borough, and the borough was accordingly divided into a certam number of 
districts, with a sub-committee of visitors and a chafrraan for each. The 
general committee at the same time laid down two rules for the guidance of the 
-Visitors, the apparent tendency of which was to economize in some degree the 
Tegources of the ftind which was about to be so extensively distributed. One 
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of these rules was^ that where the weekly mcome of any family amounted akewS^ 
to 2s. per head, that family should not be considered as prop» objects of 
relief from the charity. The other rule was, that the weekly amount of rdief 
granted should in no case exceed 3*., and the tickets prepaj?ed for the use of 
the visitors were inscribed with 6d., U., 2s., and 3*. respectively, for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to relieve according to the apparent degree of distress, 
subject nevertheless to the limitation above mentioned. 

Under these rules the gentlemen who undertook the duties of visitors pro- 
ceeded in the distribution of their tickets, and their practice in reference to the 
former of the rules app^rs to have been to relieve all families applying to them 
whose income they believed, from the best information they could obtain, 
to average less than 2^. per head per week, and who had not forfeited their 
claim to relief by any detected imposition or other misconduct. By a very 
wise and judicious arrangement of the general committee, the tickets given 
by the visitors, as above described, were to be presented at a depdt for pro- 
visions and there exchanged for articles of food, consisting of bread, meal, and 
potatoes, to the amount of value expressed in the ticket. 

The cost of the provisions thus distributed appears to have averaged about 
360 L weekly, and the following is the result of the statements which have from 
time to time been obligingly furnished to us, at our request, by the mayor of 
Stockport, who is the chairman of the general committee, and by Mr. Thomw 
Dyson Femeley, one of the honorary secretaries. 

Relief distributed by the Stockport Relief Commiltee. 



Week ending 



25 December 1841 
1 January 184a 
8 — - 

15 — - 

22 — 

29 _ - 

5 February - 
12 — - 

19 — - 



Number 
of Families 


Coat of Relief 


Average Belief 


relieved. 


giren in Food. 


perFamSj. 




£. s. d. 


£. *. d. 


S,333 


«96 15 - 


- « -* 


8,838 


300 »7 6 


- « aj 


3.302 


348 19 6 


- a ij 


3,702 


376 19 6 


- » -i 


3.700 


373 »7 » 


- 2 -i 


3.763 


367 18 - 


- t 11^ 


3.655 


364 6 - 


- « - 


3.661 


348 3 6 


- 1 lli 


3,473 


337 9 8 


- 1 11 



EmisiraHon, 

Emigiatiou. In reference to the degree of relief obtained by the emigration of persons 

who have previously resided in Stockport Union, tJiere seems reason to believe 
that during the last three or four years a considerable number have emigrated 
to the Australian or Canadian colonies, or to the United States of America ; 
but we could not discover at Stockport that any means exist for estimating the 
number of those who have so emigrated. 

The evidence of Mr. Alexander Loonie, an emigration agent, whom we 
examined on this subject, will be found in page 105 of the Appendix. 

In answer to the question, ^^ What led to the establishment of such an office in 
Stockport ? " Mr. Loonie states, " I had observed during the two previous years, 
that there was a considerable tendency to emigration from this town, and this 
led to my putting myself in communication with Mr. Byrne. It was known to 
me that various parties had been taking their passage to America through 
two similar offices established in Manchester. 

" Have you had many applications since your office has been opened ? — 
When it was first opened and the bills exhibited in the window, the applications 
were very numerous ; but they decUned, owing to the dose of the season for 
bounty passages to Australia on the 1st of September. In consequence of 
some arrangement with the Colonial Board, emigration was again permitted 
during the month of October, at the end of which it finally terminated. 
During that period I received a great many applications. 

'^ Do you Imow the precise number who went to Aufitralia during that time ? 

— ^Nb, 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STATB OP THE POPULATION OP STOCKPORT. 43 

— No, I do not know the number, because so many api^ied merely for infor- 11. 

mation ; I only know the number of those whom I actusdly shipped, which was Relief of the 
46 or AT^ and there were others who from various causes forfeited their dq)Osit. Dwtreas. 

But the number whom I might have sent, if there had been no inland expenses, 
was ten times as great as those who actually went. 

** Since that period have you received many applications for America ? — I 
have ; but I cannot specify the exact number. P^urties come to me every day. 
You had scarcely gone out of my oflSce this morning, when three men came to 
make inquiries, on the supposition that I could send them out free to Texas, 
and they were much disappointed when I told them it was not in my power to 
give them a free passage. 

** How many have you actually shipped to America since your oflRce opened 
in August last ? — Not more than ten ; but I have no doubt that a great many 
who had read my notices proceeded direct to Liverpool and shipped them- 
selves there, under the false impression that they would have had to pay for 
agency if they had shipped themselves through my oflRce. Many also pro- 
ceeded to the agency offices at Manchester, for the sake of privacy on account 
of their liabilities, not wishing it to be known in Stockport that they were 
going to leave. So I do not consider that the number of those whom I have 
shipped is a criterion of the number of those who have emigrated from Stock- 
port since last August. 

*^ Have you hearid the applicants use language from which you can infer the 
reasons which induce them to emigrate ? — ^The imiversal cry among them is, 
that England is a declining country, and that all new colonies will be rising 
countries for a time. They say that trade is leaving England, and that mat- 
ters here are not as they used to be, either in respect of wages or in facilities 
of obtaining emplojnoaent. 

*^ Have many persons applied to you who are in the receipt of parochial 
relief? — One of the questions which we always ask when parties apply is, whe- 
ther they have been in the receipt of such relief ; but I do not remember that 
any one person answered that question in the affirmative.** 



ni.— CAUSES OF DISTRESS. 

Having now concluded our observations cwi the nature and extent of the ^J.'- . 

distress in Stockport, and the means which have been adopted to remedy or to Causes onjistrcs. 
paHiate it, we propose, in compliance with your instructbns, to consider the 
causes from which that distress appears to have arisen ; and in entering upon 
this branch of our inquiries we cannot refrain from stating, that we are so fully 
sensible of the great difficulty of the subject, and of fiie various and con- 
flicting opinions which maybe entertained respecting it, that it is with extreme 
reluctance we approach the subject at all. 

In reference to the causes of the distress we examined seven master manu- 
fecturers of Stockport Union, viz. : Mr. Thomas Ashton, Mr. William Courtenay 
Cruttenden, Mr. Robert Gee, Mr. Edward Hollins, Mr. Cephas Howard, Mr. 
James Marshall and Mr. James Wilkinson, and likewise Mr. Robert M'Clure, 
the manager erf Mr. Alfred Orrel's mill, which is the largest in the borough. 
Their evidence will be found at length in the Appendix, and we deem it right 
to take this opportunity of observing, that in the examination of those gentle- 
men we abstained from putting any questions to them of a controversial 
tendency, other than such as appeared to us necessary and sufficient for the 
purpose of developing the actual state of their opinions on the several topics 
mder exqmiaation. 

The immediate cau^, which cannot be disputed, of the distress in Stockport 
is want of employment, and since the year 1836, the operatives have had Uxeir 
means of employment curtailed in the four following ways. 

1 . A considerable number of mills have stopped entirely frt>m time to time. Immediate causes 
since 1836, and we have now before us a list of no less than 2^ spinnersand of distress. 
manufacturers, who are said to have failed in Stockport during th s period* 
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III. 

Causes of Distress 
Stoppage of mills. 



Short time. 



Reduction of 
wages. 



Improved ma- 
chinery and re- 
duced cumber of 
bands. 



In August last, more especially, two very large mills stepped work, by which 
more than 2,000 hands were thrown out of employment, and about the same 
time another smaller mill, situated at Heaton Mersey, likewise stopped work, 
which threw out of employment about 300 hands. These reverses would 
probably have been severely felt for a time, even in a period of general pros- 
perity, but coming in the train of so many other failures, they produced 
widely spread misery, and acted like a heavy blow upon an already enfeebled 
body. The total amount of steam power in the borough, unemployed at 
the present time, exceeds we believe 1,058 horse power, and allowing on an 
average five hands to each horse power*, it has been calculated that at least 
5,415 hands in Stockport have been thrown out of emplo]rment since 1836, 
solely by the stoppage of mills. 

2. In the next place, many of the mills have worked short time during the 
last 12 months. It appears from statements furnished to us by master manu- 
facturers, that in 12 mills, including most of the larger mills within the borough, 
an aggregate amount of 758 days had been lost in 184 1 . Estimating this loss by 
the amount of weekly wages paid in each of those mills in 1841, we find that it 
amounts in the whole year to 35,313?., or an average of 679?. weekly. 

3. Apart from the short time worked, there has been a reduction of wages 
in Stockport within the last two years. Mr. M^Clure, the manager of Mr. 
Alfred Orrel's mill, gives the following evidence on this head : — 

" Has there been any reduction in the rate of wages paid in the spinning 
and weaving mills ? — ^Within the last two years there has been a reduction very 
generally ; there is no exception to that ; if one does it another must ; in the 
spinning department, we have, since December 1839, reduced the wages of 
labour from 2^. lid. per 1,000 hanks to 2^. Irf., and which has been wholly 
unconnected with any change in the machinery, or any increase or decrease of 
production. I have reason to believe that that is about the rate of reduction 
in the spinning department throughout the town ; that is, about 30 per cent. 
The card-room hands have been reduced about 7 h per cent., that is also since 
December 1 839. The weavers' wages have been reduced about 9 or 1 per cent. 
The other hands connected with the weavers have been reduced in about the 
same proportion. I believe that the rate of reduction in these departments also 
has been the same throughout the town." 

We have received from 17 firms in Stockport Union a return of the number 
of hands which they employed, and the amount of wages which they paid for 
one week's full work in 1836 and 1841 respectively. The total amount of wages 
which they collectively paid for that period in 1836, was 5,290/. 5^. 2rf., 
divided amongst 8,275 hands, which amounted to 12 ^. 9 i ^. per head per week. 
The amount paid collectively by the same firms for one week's full work in 1841 
was 4,662 L 2 s. Id. divided amongst 8,381 hands, which would only be 1 1 *. 1 J^ 
per head per week ; so that the reduction would he Is. 7 id. per head per 
week, or 12 per cent, on the wages of 1836 ; however, in order to guard against 
erroneous iirferences, it may be right to observe that it is not to be supposed 
that these 17 firms above adverted to actually paid throughout the year 1841 
the sum of 4,662 Z. 2^. Id. weekly in wages. The above statement is merely 
intended to illustrate the rate of wages, supposing the mills to be working full 
time; but, as has been already mentioned, many of the mills have worked short 
time during a considerable portion of the year 1841. 

4. Since the year 1836, owing to improvements in machinery and other 
alterations in the management of many of the mills, the number of hands 
employed in cotton-mills has been reduced. This is distinct from the reduction 
of wages, although it has in some instances led to the reduction of wages, as is 
explained in the following extract from Mr. M^Clure's evidence : — 

" What has led to the larger rate of reduction in the spinning department ? 
— ^Principally the introduction of the self-acting mule, which has been intro- 
duced into many of the mills in Stockport and the neighbourhood ; we have 
had self-acting mules in our mill in Heaton Norris since 1834, and have been 
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are doing with fewer hands hy 100^ for the whole mill, for the same quantity of III. 

work, than in 1836, when the mill was first filled with machinery. The Causes of Duireat,. 
improvements have saved us both in the quantity of machinery and in the 
number of hands, but on the other hand the machinery is more expensive than 
the madiinery displaced. The self-acting mule has been one cause of the 
reduction of spinners' wages, and in those mills into which it has not been 
introduced the wages have been lowered by the master in order to contend 
with the self actor." 

In thus adverting to the improvements in machinery as one of the causes 
which have thrown hands out of anployment, we desire to guard ourselves 
against the supposition that we deem the improvements in machinery to be an 
evU to the operatives. On the contrary, we are convinced that in many 
instances it is maiidy owing to such improvements that manufacturers are able ^ 

to bear up against the competition of foreigners. The real alternative to opera- 
tives, although they are sometimes insensible to it, is firequently not whether 
a certain number of hands more or fewer shall be employed in a mill, but whether 
or not the mill shall stop altogether. And the sufferings which may be produced 
by the stoppage of a mill are so strongly impressed upon our minds, that 
we cannot regard without satisfaction any means, such as improvements in 
machinery, by which such a disaster may be averted. 

Owing, however, to the inmiediate operation of these four causes, viz., the 
stoppage of mills, the working short time, the reduction of wages, and the 
reduction in the number of hands required to perform a given quantity of 
work, the means of employment of the operatives of Stockport have been 
reduced, and the amount of weekly wages withdrawn from circulation weekly 
by the operation of those causes, must amount to several thousand pounds 
weekly. 

We give in the Appendix a copy of a printed circular which we issued to Returns obtained 
the several firms of manufacturers and spinners in Stockport Union. The *'^^"* Factories, 
returns to this circular, had the queries been answered completely by all the 
firms, would have enabled us to state with certainty the amount of wages with- 
drawn from circulation weekly by reason of the several causes above stated. 
We have not, however, received returns fit)m all the firms to which we addressed 
those inquiries, and in some of the returns which we have received, the ques^ 
tions are imperfectly answered. 

The best approximation, therefore, we are enabled to make to the aggregate 
effect of the causes enumerated, is the following, viz : 

£. 
Loss of wages by stoppage of mills, estimated at - 3,1 16 weekly. 
By reduction in the rate of wages of those at work 945 — 

By tune lost in 1841, about 1,000 — 

By reduced number of hands - - - - 422 — 

Total reduction of wages - £. 5,483 — 



This total it will be seen relates to mill wages only, and does not include the 
incomes of many persons otherwise dependent upon the prosperity and ftill 
working of the mUls. 

It will be seen by reference to that part of our Report which relates to the 
relief of the distress, that the average amount of the relief given weekly fit)m 
the poor-rates, in the quarter ended December 1841, was 2721. for the whole 
Union, inclu(Ung both in-door and out-door relief, and the highest amount 
given in one week from the relief fund during the period of its distribution^ 
was 3762., making an a^regate amount of 6482. 

We have referred to these facts here, for the purpose of comparing the degree 
of relief afforded with the amount of wages which appear to have been with- 
drawn from circulation, and it will be remembered that the part of the com- 
parison last mentioned applies to the borough of Stockport alone, while the 
relief fit)m the poor-rates applies to the whole Union. 

We now proceed to consider the ulterior causes which have led to the present Ulterior causes of 
distress in Stockport, and more especially those which have led to the total l^w^^ess. 
stoppage of so many mills, and the working of short time in others. And 

158. p 3 these 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS FOR INaUIRING INTO 



III. 

ClMses of DifltrcM. 



Local causes of 
distress. 



Bigb rate of wages. 



Mr. Robert Gee. 



these may be divided into local causes which specially affect the borough of 
Stockport, and general causes which merely affect Stockport in common with 
other localities which are seats of the cotton manufacture of this kingdom. 

And first with respect to local causes : 

1. It has been represented to us that some of the large establishments which 
hare failed in Stockport since 1836, were undertaken and conducted without a 
sufficient amount of capital. It might be invidious to particularize instances of 
this feet, but we may be permitted to advert to the failure of a large mill in 1838, 
when the Manchester and Liverpool District fiank were creditors to an amount 
not yet ascertained, but which is known to have exceeded 150,000/. Now it is 
manifest that the owner of a lai^e factory, who cannot, without the certainty 
of heavy loss, allow his machinery to remain inactive, and who is compelled, even 
when working short time, to expend a considerable sum in weekly wages, must 
have a difficiilty in meeting his engagements in a long continued depression of 
trade, unless he has a large amount of floating capital. When, therefore, the 
trade continues depressed for a long period, small capitalists, who, in favourable 
times, might have realized respectable fortunes, are borne down by the force of 
circumstances, and are the first to fail. 

2. It is alleged that for some years past, owing to combinations and turn- 
outs amongst the operatives, a higher rate of wages has been paid at Stockport 
than in other parts of the cotton district. The fact of this higher rate of wages 
is deposed to by five leading manufacturers, and in reference to it we extract 
the following passage fix)m the evidence of Mr. Robert Gee, who appears to 
have paid particular attention to this subject. 

^^ Are you able to offer any detailed information respecting the amount of 
such difference ? — I am ; we have lately had occasion to make very minute 
inquiries on this subject, and the result is, that Stockport manufacturers are 
even now paying 10 per cent, higher than manufacturers in parts of Lanca- 
shire ; such, for example, as Lancaster, Preston, Blackburn, Wigan and Chorley. 
1 beg to hand in a statement of the wages which are paid for certain manufac- 
turing processes in those localities. The wages which we are paying in Stock- 
port are higher on an average by 10 per cent. ; in some particular departments, 
however, the ^Ufference is considerably more than 10 per cent." Here follows 
the Statement : 



PRICES NOW FATING IK LANCASHIRK. 



PRICES PAID IV 



For drawing tenters, from 5 1. 6 £f. to 7 1. per week - 
Roving frame, ditto, from 7 «. to 7 ^. 6 d. per week - 

Jack frame, ditto, from 7 «. 6 d to 8 1. 6 d per weekj 

Strippers^ firom ^ 1. per week - - . - 



Whetters and grinders, from g s* to 10 s, per week 



Throstle spinners, on 250 spindles, 6 s. 6 d. per week - 
Ditto - - ditto - - 300 spindles, 7 s. per week 
Ditto - - ditto - - 350 spindles, y s.6d. per week - 
Ditto - - ditto - - 400 spindles, 8 s. per week 
Overlookers of weavers, from 1 ^. 3 cf. to is. 6 din the 
pound ; the majorit j, 1 #. 3 </. in the pound (the 
average, 1 ^. 4 1 d,) 
Wioding, from 6 Id. to yd. per so 2ftf • - 
Warping, from 2d to 2 } J. per 20 lbs. ... 
Dressing, from 1 } d to 2 J d for 40 inch-72 reed cloth, 
25 ^rards long. 
Ditto - - 1 ^ if. to 2 d for 36 X 40-66 inches 
■ reed cloth, ^^5 ywrds long. 
Medianics, 211. to 22 1. per week - - - - 

Joiners, 20 *. to 2 1 #. per week - . - - 
Drawing in, 2 ^d. per 1,000 ends - . - - 

Twisting in, a if. per i/xx) ends .... 



Lancaster * 
PiestOQ - 

Blackburn 
Wigan . 

Accrington 

Chorley - 
Bolton - 
Darwen - 
Blackburn 
Preston - 
Wigan 



:) 



Prices paid in Stockport 

for the 

same kind of Work. 



7s.6d.toB$.6d. 
8«. togs.6d. 

gs.to lis. 

10 S. to 121. 

ii#. to 14^* 

81. 

^'•^ 
gs.od. 

lOS. 

- - ii.6d.to is.gd. 
in the pound. 

7 d. per 20 lbs. 
2 i d per 20 lbs. 
2 Id. per 20 lbs. 

a|d«to 2^d.p* 90^ 

22 s. to 26 s. 

21 s. to 24^. 
--2|(/. tosjc/. per 
1,000 ends. 
2^4/. per 1,000 ends. 
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Local causes. 



Mr. Edw. HoKns. 
T^rn-onts. 



Mr. Robert Gee then proceeds to give the foUowmg explanation of the dz" 
cumstances which led to the manufacturers paying a higher rate of wages in 
Stockport than in other localities. 

" Stockport has been for some time a seat of the cotton manufiacture, and 
consequently commenced on a higher rate of ws^es, and owing to combinations 
<rf the worlanen amongst us, it was extremely difficult to eflFect a reduction. In 
prosperous times this did not materially injure us; if we made a moderate 
profit we were content. Perhaps also our attention was not then so much 
directed to this difference ; but when trade became depressed, the difference 
became important, and even vital. We instituted accurate inquiries on this 
head, and became fully convinced, that in order to produce the same quantity 
of work, we were expending more money in wages than elsewhere. But some 
of the manufiBUJturers, who had no great command of ready money (whidi 
command, however, they would have had, if, for a series of years, they had not 
been paying too high wages), were afraid to attempt a reduction, because this 
would immediately have led to a turn-out amongst their hands. Accordingly 
they went on the old rate ; and I have not the slightest doubt that some 
manufacturers in Stockport have failed from this cause, and from this cause 
only." 

This statement is confirmed by Mr. Edward HoUins, who states, ** Stockport 
has always been considered the $ead place for turn-outs in the cotton districts 
of Lancashire and Cheshire, and all the neighbouring unions have joined 
liberally in the support of turn-outs at Stockport, because they thought an 
abatement of wages there would be the forerunner of a general reduction. 
This is so much the case, that Stockport hands are regarded with cUstrust and 
dislike when applpng for work in the neighbourhood, in consequence of their 
notorious disposition to turn out." 

We wish however to observe, that there do not appear to have been any very 
general turn-outs in Stockport since 1829^ although there have been some turn* 
outs in particular mills. And it may be mentioned to the credit of the opera- 
tives of Stockport, that no instances were brought under our notice of the same 
ferocious spirit in their combinations which appears to have influenced the com- 
binations of Dublin, Norwich and Glasgow*. 

3. It is stated that there is a certain inferiority in the mills and machinery Inferior milU aod 
in Stockport, owing to its being a long established seat of the cotton manu- nwdiinery. 
facture. It appears that old nulls are not well adapted for the best machinery. 

Mr. Edward Hollins says expresdy, ^^ Some of the mills and machinay are 
of an inferior description to those of a later date, and such have been the first 
to suffier through the depression of trade." And Mr. Cruttenden, in answer to 
to the question, 

'^ Is the machinery in Stockport infaior to the machinery in other parts of 
the cotton district in Lancashire and Cheshire ?*' states, 

^^ This is undoubtedly the case with many of the smaller mills. Indeed the 
difference is almost proverbial. Stockport has been one of the seats of cotton 
manu£Eu;ture for a very loi^ time, and some of the mills are old. But milk 
which were built a long time ago are not fit for the reception of the moat 
improved machinery.*' 

Mr. Cruttenden, however, proceeds to make a remark which we have every 
reason to believe is strictly accurate : " However, I need scarcely say that 
there are mills in Stockport which are as good as can be built, and of which 
the machinery is of the best possible construction.*' 

With regard to the general causes of distress which have affected Stockport General causes of 
in common with other localities which are the seats of the cotton manufacture distress, 
of Great Britain, we desire to state that the evidence of the witnesses whom we 
examined, combined with collateral sources of information, have suggested 
to our minds certain conclusions on this branch of our subject, which we now 
proceed to lay before your Board. However, we are strongly sensible that 

thesye 



* See Report of the Hand-Loom Comniissioneri appointed to inqiure into Che Cooditioo of the 
uuemployed Hand -Loom Weavers. 
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III. these causes mil present themselves m a different light to different minds, 

Causes of Distress* ^^ ^^ ^q j^qi pretend to speak confidently on matters so complicated and 
difficult. 



General causes. 
Influx of capital. 



Cotton trade in 
i«33. 



Mr. K. Bnlayi. 



It appears to us that in 1835 and 1836 extraordinary efforts were made in 
Great Britain for the expansion of the cotton trade, and that during those 
years, owing to the facilities afforded hy joint stock banks, to the extensive 
operations of merchants in the United States, and to the extremely low price 
of provisions in this country, the prospects of success were highly alluring. 
A series of reverses then followed, commencing with the American panic 
towards the end of 1836, and owing to the commercial derangements whidi 
attended that crisis, combined with the subsequent rise in the price and long 
continued deamess of provisions in this country, and the effects of foreign com- 
petition, the extraordinary investment of capital in the cotton trade in 1835 
and 1836 has been attended by disastrous losses, under which the manufiactur- 
ing population is still suffering. 

It will be the object of the following remarks to develope and illustrate this 
view of the causes of the present condition of the cotton trade ; but for this 
purpose it appears desirable in the first place to refer to the state of the cotton 
trade previously to the year 1835, and we therefore call the attention of your 
Board to certain Minutes of Evidence of a Select Committee appointed by the 
House of Commons in 1833 on manufactures, commerce and shipping. Some 
master manufacturers engaged in cotton-spinning and power-loom weaving 
were examined before that Committee respecting the state and prospects of 
the cotton trade, and amongst others Mr. Kirkman Finlay, Mr. Houldsworth 
and Mr. Wm. Graham, jun. of Glasgow, and Mr. Wm. Rathbone Greg, of Bury, 
gave their evidence. 

We invite particular attention to their statements, because some of the evils 
which will be found adverted to in the evidence of the manufacturers of Stock- 
port, are noticed and dwelt upon by the individuals above named, as already 
existing and causing depression in the cotton trade in 1833. 

The following are extracts from the evidence of Mr. Kirkman Finlay : — 

*^ Will you state what your opinion is of the general state of the trade with 
which you are acquainted, at the present time and for the last twelve months, 
as compared with previous periods, taking first the cotton manufacture, in 
which you are engaged ? 

** With respect to the cotton-manufacture, with which I am connected, 
I think its character is one of great extension, of a rapid sale and activity, but 
making very moderate returns of profit. 

" To what circumstances do you attribute the low state of profit in the 
cotton trade ? — Certainly not to any want of demand, if we compare the denjiand 
now with the demand of any former period ; but to an extremely extensive 
production with reference to the demand, arising out of a great competition, 
doubtless caused by the high rate of profit in former times, which, by attracting 
a large amount of capital to the business, has necessarily led to the low state of 
profit we now see. 

" Do you consider that competition to be altogether foreign or domestic ? — 
A growing foreign, with a very formidable domestic competition. 

*^ Having reference to the low state of profits of which you have spoken, do 
you consider the state of the cotton trade as healthy at present ? — ^I think that 
the stocks on hand are inconsiderable, that the payments are good; that if 
there is anything unhealthy, it arises from a practice, which has greatly pre- 
vailed of late years, of the manufacturer making large consignments of his jpro- 
ductions to foreign countries, and receiving bUls in advance, and discounting 
those bills with monied persons in London and other parts of the country, 
which has led to a greater extension of the trade than otherwise would have 
taken place. 

" At what period did you begin to feel the competition of foreign manufac- 
turers in the foreign markets in the cotton manufacture ? — ^When I first knew 
the cotton manufacture in this country, which was in the year 1787, and when 
I first entered into business extensively, which was in 1792, there was no 
manufacture of cotton of any importance in any part out of Great Britain. 
There were perhaps some domestic cotton manufactures carried on abroad, but 

there 
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there were no finer fabrics of any kind. I believe my house was amongst the IH-. 

first that ever exported cotton manufeu^tures of fine fabrics generally to the Causes ofDistrew. 
continent of Europe, to Germany, to Italy, to France, and to Switzerland. In 
those times there were no cotton mauufabtures in France at all ; none in Swit- 
zeriand worth speaking of ; none in any part of Germany. Then the practice 
came to export cotton twist ; and I think it was about the year 1794 or 1795 
when we first began to export a good deal of cotton twist. At that time there 
was no cotton twist spun in any part of Germany ; now there is not a single 
country in which there is not a great manufacture of cotton carried on. There 
is a very extensive spinning carried on in Switzerland ; there is a very extensive 
spinning carried on in Austria, and a large cotton manufacture carried on there. 
By the recent accounts, it appears that the government has relaxed a little the 
prohibition against cotton twist, and that it may be introduced in future on 
the payment of a moderate duty. Their manufacture has in my recollection 
entirely grown up. The French manufacture, which did not exist at all at the 
period I first spoke of, in 1792, and which was very inconsiderable at the con- 
clusion of the peace in 1814, when I was in France and saw it, has become of 
late very formidable ; and by the means that are taken, as I understand, by the 
regulation of the drawback, by which the manufacturer receives more amount 
of drawback than he pays duty, there is a very formidable advantage given to 
the French manufacturer by that fiscal regulation. 

*^ You have stated that the French competition has grown up since 1814 ; 
what was the state of the other coimtries after the period of 1814 ? — In the 
United States there was no manufacture in 1814 worth speaking of. 

" Was there any in Austria and Switzerland r — It was beginning. 

".Then the principal foreign competition has grown up since the peace of 
1815?— Yes, I think so. 

** Do you think that that competition is on the increase ? — ^I think it is, 
decidedly. 

" And has been steadily on the inci^ease since 1815, growing everj^ three or 
four years greater and greater? — ^Yes, I think *every year. 

«* Is it your opinion, speaking of the United States of America and France, 
and Russia and Germany, and tiiose other countries in which the cotton trade 
has rapidly sprung up, that they possess capabilities gradually to extend the 
cotton trade, supposing peace to continue ? — I think so ; some of them with 
reference to their own consumption only, others with reference to the supply of 
the wants of other countries ; because we have two competitions with reference 
to our demand to attend to : the first is the supply of the country which is 
manufacturing, which we formerly had ; because when I first knew the trade,, 
there were none of those countries that manufactured, and we had the whole 
supply of the wants of those countries ; and the first thing a country does is to sup- 
ply its own wants, and then for its surplus productions to go to another country* 

*^You have stated that there are two circumstances in operation at this 
moment ; one is, that those countries are gradually supplying themselves by 
their domestic manufacture ; and the other is, that some of them are even 
exporting cotton goods to other countries ; will not both these circumstances 
operate injuriously upon our cotton trade ? — It increases the competition against 
us, no doubt. 

" Has not this growing increase of the cotton trade in foreign countries 
already had the effect of very materially lowering the price in this country ? — 
It is quite clear that had we remained without that competition, we should have 
had, in addition to our other demands, the demand that we had previously from 
those countries, which would have been a growing demand, and, therefore, that 
our manufacture would have been either much more extensive or more profit- 
able, and perhaps both, than it is at this moment ; but then, that would be to 
suppose that all other nations were to make no efforts for the supply of t^ieir 
wants, and that we were to be allowed to engross the whole cotton manufac- 
ture erf the world, which we had, with the exception of India, at the time I first 
spoke of. 

" Has there not been a very considerable fall of price in cotton goods since 
the peace ? — Very great. 

" Has not tiie manufacture of cotton in the United States increased very 
much within the last 10 years? — It has almost grown up; it certainly has 
grown up since 1814. 
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HI. " Are y<Mi aware whether there is, or is not, an export trade in manu£ftc- 

e^Bses of Distress, tured cotton from the United States ? — I am aware that there is ; I see from 
the New York returns of exports, that there is a very eonsiderable increase. 

^^ Of what kinds ? — It is a particular kind of goods that have been made in 
America, which they made first, and which are now very much made in this 
country, which they call domestic goods ; they are coarse goods for every pur- 
pose that almost anybody can require. 

" Are you aware to what countries that cloth is exported from America ? — 
They have been trying it in all countries ; they are a very active, industrious, 
enterprising people, and there is no country scarcely which they visit where 
they do not take some of them ; I should say, from my own knowledge, espe- 
cially Turkey and South America ; and I have understood that they have taken 
some to India. 

" Is it your opinion that there is at present too much capital invested in the 
cotton -spinning trade in this country to be profitable to all the parties con- 
c^ned r — I think there is. 

" Are the Committee to understand from your former answer, that your 
q[>inion that the prospect for the cotton trade in future making reasonable 
returns, is only foundcnl upon the conviction that some of the parties engaged 
in the trade must retire fix>m it ? — ^I have always seen that the trade, in every 
part of it, even the most prosperous, had some persons in it who were carrjdng 
it on to a loss ; and I am satisfied, diat as the trade is situated now, there are 
many persons that must abandon it, and that the capital that remains will then, 
in all human probability, return a reasonable profit. 

" Then the last two years you think there has been a decline in the pros- 
perity of the cotton trade ? — I do not know as to prosperity ; it may be pros- 
perous to one class employed, and not prosperous to others ; I think it has not 
been prosperous to the capitalists, but that it has afforded (alwa}rs speaking 
of the factory establishments) to those employed perfect regularity of wages, 
and adequate wages. 

*^ When you speak of a trade being prosperous, or the contrary, do you apply 
it to profits, or to the extent of business f — In common businesses I would say, 
that tf it were extensive, it would be prosperous, otherwise it would be aban- 
doned ; but in establishments of the nature of which I have spoken in my evi- 
dence, where there is a large outlay of capital, it is impossible for the owner to 
abandon that trade, even if it should not be very profitable for a time, and 
therefore it may afford exceedingly good employment for the people, and very 
fidr wages, and yet not be profitable, or, as it respects him, very prosperous ; 
and this I take to be the state of the cotton factory estabUshments, speaking 
generally, for the last two years. 

" Do you mean that profits have fallen, or that there has been no profit 
within the last two years ? — I do not mean to say that there have been no 
profits except in some numbers. 

'^ Then there are great difficulties in abandoning the cotton business after a 
large investment in buildings and machinery ? — I think so. 

^' And those who have so invested their money may continue it under unfar- 
vourable circumstances ? — Undoubtedly ; it is frequently continued at a loss. 

" Have you known many continue the cotton-spinning business to a loss, 
until they have become bankrupts ? — ^A great many, in the most prosperous and 
most profitable times of the trade. 

^^ If they could do it in the most prosperous and most profitable times, is it 
not more likely that they should do so in times of adversity ? — Certainly. 

" Then it is not a matter of surprise to you that the spinners now continue 
the business under these unfavourable circumstances ? — Not at all. 

" Then it is not to be inferred, because of the extent of business, that the 
business is prosperous ? — I think that business forms an exception to ordinary 
businesses, and that the extent of it, and its continuing extensive, is no proof 
that it is a profitable business to the capitalist." ^ — 

The evidence given by Mr. Houldsworth and Mr. Graham before the same 
Committee, regarding the low profits of the cotton trade, and the alarming pro- 
gress of foreign competition, is to the same effect. 

Mr. w. R. Greg^ The following are extracts from the evidence of Mr. William R. Greg before 
the same Committee. 

" Have 
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" Have you had any opportunity of examining the condition of cotton-spin- HL 

ning upon the (Continent ? — ^Yes, I have. About a year or two ago I spent a Causes of DmUco^ 
considerable time on the Continent, and visited many of the cotton-spinning 
districts, and received minute information from some of my fellow-travellers 
respecting others whidi I did not personally visit. I examined several in Aus- 
tria and Hungary. 

" From your practical knowledge of cotton-spinning in thfe country, are you 
a competent judge of the condition of those inilk ? — ^Yes, I looked upon them 
with a somewhat uncomfortable eye. 

" How were they, in comparison with English miUs, in regard to the perfec- 
tion erf their machinery ? — ^They had all the newest inventions ; even in the 
remotest parts of Germany they obtain them as soon as we do in England. I 
should not say their construction of machinery is quite equal to ours ; that is 
to say, that they will not last as long, but they do their work equally well, and 
tiiey have all the advantages of the newest improvements, and they have the 
faculty of making the oldest machinery do the work almost as well as the new. 
In one of the largest establishments on the Continent, on the frontiers of Hun- 
gary and Austria, belonging to different Austrian noblemen, among others the 
Prince Esterhazy, and managed by an individual who learnt the spinning trade 
in England, and commenced business at the same time with some of our largest 
and wealthiest manufacturers, they had 50,000 spindles. Almost all their pre^ 
paration was of the oldest kind, and yet they obtained from it almost the same 
quantity of work as we do in England. 

^ How do you account for theu* being able to work the old machinery with 
advantage in that manner ? — In that particular instance the individual was an 
excdlent manager ; and then the wages are so extremely low there, that it i& 
often more profitable to have an additional hand to a particular machine than 
to replace it by a new one which requires less manual labour. 

^ Will you state the localities of the miUs on. the Continent which you per- 
sonally examined ? — ^Those that I personally examined are confined to Austria, 
and Hungary, and Naples ; those respecting which I procured minute informal 
tion from other individuals are in Switzerland, the Tyrol, and in the north of 
Germany. 

" Do you mean the information you give to apply generally to mills in all 
those localities ? — ^Yes. 

^^ With respect to the new machinery, I can state a remarkable fact : that a 
new machine lately came from America, known by the name of Damforth's 
Throstle, which, when I left England, was only just beginning to be known, and 
I do not suppose 20 of them had been put up in England ; and when I saw the 
mill of Baron Bouton, almost 40 miles from Vienna, there was that machine 
actually going there, and I brought home some of the yam which it made, 
which was neariy equal to our own ; and he made it, not from having seen the 
machine, but from having heard of the principle. This shows that they are 
not men to be despised in the race of competition. 

" Is the manufacture of cotton extending on the Continent ? — It is, very 
rapidly, in many places. In France it is extending, and at this time they have 
an excellent trade there. In Switzerland it is extending, in the Tyrol, in Aus- 
tria, in Saxony, I believe, to a very considerable extent, especially near Elber- 
feldt, and in Prussia. 

" Are you able to state whether the ratio of increase going on on the Conti- 
nent is greater or less than the ratio of increase going on in this country r — 
With reference to the aggregate I cannot speak ; with regard to France, I can 
state that from the year 1812 to the year 1826, the ratio of increase in France 
was 310 per cent., and in England only 270. France, therefore, increased 40 
per cent, more rapidly than England during those 14 years. 

" Do you know whether, in 1824 and 1825, there was a large increase in the 
number of mills ? — ^Yes, in 1824 there was a lai^ increase. 

" Was it an undue increase ? — It was. 

" Have those mills, since that time, been brought into work so as to create a 
pressure upon the trade ? — Yes, they have. 

^^ Is the low rate of profit in spinning since 1826 in any d^ree attributaUe 
to the speculation of 1824 and 1825 in building mills? — I should say very 
materially. 
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Jli. «^ In spite of the low state of profit, has there not been a constantly increas- 

Causes of Distfe8«> i^g demand for cotton goods ?— There has. 

*^ May not it therefore be inferred that, in all probability, if that speculative 
building in 1825 had not taken place, cotton-spinning would have continued to 
be a profitable trade at the present time ? — I should think it very probable. 

^^ Do you see any reason to suppose3 that when the state of supply and 
demand have again accommodated themselves to each other, there wiU not 
go on a progressive increase in the spinning and weaving of cotton in this 
country ? — I am rather doubtful ; at least I should hesitate about layipg out 
another farthing in the extension of our establishments. 

*' Would it be regulated a good deal by the competition upon the Continent ? 
— ^Just so ; and that is the reason why (if it were not for domestic reasons) I 
should prefer transferring my capital to a foreign coimtry, to form establish- 
ments there, rather than extending them here. 

" Do you see any chance of the cotton trade going on to the full extent it 
has done during the last and the present year, unless a reduction can be made 
in the price of labour and the reduction in the price of the necessaries of life, 
so as to enable the labourers to live at a cheaper rate? — I have very little doubt, 
that after all these attempts of legislative interference shall have been found 
utterly unavailing, that we shall then be left at liberty, and we shall not work 
much more than 12 hours a day; and working 12 hours a day, it is equally 
clear to me, that as long as the necessaries of Ufe and the taxes remain in their 
present state, we cannot permanently compete with foreign countries ; but our 
trade vnll not be ruined, because new markets will be constantly opening to us; 
but foreigners vrill be helping to supply those markets, and being able to supply 
them cheaper, there will be a stimulus for them to extend faster than us; and, 
sooner or Later, it appears to me that this must bring about either a great re- 
duction in the necessaries of life in this country, or else a very great contraction 
of the trade, and a consequent degree of distress, which it is impossible to con- 
template without great dismay, from the examples we have had of it on a 
smaller scale. 

** Then an assimilation of the prices of the necessaries of life in this country, 
as compared with the prices in foreign countries, must take place in order to 
secure the permanency of the cotton manufacture ? — Certainly." 

The general impression resulting from the above passages seems to be that 
it is doubtful whether there was not already, in 18i33, too much capital invested 
in cotton manufactures owing to over speculation in 1826 and 1826. The 
evils of the provision laws were complained of, and the growing competition of 
foreigners in Germany, Switzerland, France and the United States was evidently 
a subject of well-founded apprehension. 

However, within an interval of less than two years after these gentlemen left 
their opinions on record, new life and activity seem to have prevailed in the 
cotton district of Lancashire and Cheshire. Additional steam power and new 
mills and machinery were erected for spinning and weaving. The supply of 
labour in the district was deemed inadequate to the demand, and considerable 
efforts were made by some of the manufacturers to induce migrants from other 
parts of England to come and settle in a district, where they were likely to 
receive high wages, and to possess a larger measure of the comforts of life than 
they had been accustomed to enjoy elsewhere. 

It appears to be the opinion of almost all the gentlemen we examined, that 
there was an excessive influx of capital into the cotton trade, during the years 
1835 and 1836; although there is, as might be expected, a difference of 
opinion as to the prominence which ought to be given to this circumstance, as 
a cause of the present distress. This influx of capital is so connected by them 
with the operation of joint stock banks, that we find it impossible to separate in 
our quotations the one from the other. 

Joint Stock Banks. Mr. Thomas Ashton, adverting to this point in connexion with the joint 
Air. Thos. Ashton. gtock banks, says, "I think theV caused at one time a considerable increase in 
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Mr. HoUins states as follows, in answer to the question whether there had not HI. 

been of late years a great increase of capital employed in the cotton trade : — Catues ofDwtrett* 
" There certainly has been a great increase, and, under the present drcum- jj^^ Hottins. 
.stances of the trade, there is no doubt we are suffering in an increased degree 
from that cause. 

" Have not joint stock banks assisted in introducing a great deal of new 
capital into the trade ? — At the time of the first establishment of joint stock 
banks, the profits of the cotton trade were comparatively high, and capital was 
introduced into the trade from all parts of the kingdom through the medium of 
those banks, and while such capital made merchants as well as mill-owners, 
everything appeared prosperous. By force of this competition, profits were 
lessened, and men of real capital were driven to extend their business in every 
practicable way, in the attempt to realize the same amount of profits as before. 

And Mr. Cruttenden attributes the present distress in the cotton district Mr. Crutunicn. 
almost exclusively to this cause : — " The manufacturers are not able to dispose 
of their manufactured goods at a remunerating price, and this arises from the 
quantity which they produce being; so great. In 1835 and 1836 an enormous 
amount of additional capital was invested in the cotton trade, and owing to the 
almost unlimited facilities for credit which were then afforded, more especially 
by the joint stock banks, everything appeared to go on prosperously for a time. 
But a great portion of the capital so invested was borrowed money, and when 
the day of reckoning came, trade having become worse, it was found that 
creditors were unable to meet their engagements. In the meantime there had 
been an influx of hands from all parts of the manufacturing districts, and when 
the mills successively stopped, many thousand operatives were found collected 
together for whose labour there was no efficient demand." 

With respect to the amount of capital which was invested in the cotton trade 
during the year 1 835 and the following years, it is perhaps impossible to make 
a precise arithmetical statement. There are, however, certain materials for 
forming a general idea on the subject. 

It is well known to your Board that Dr. Kay, in a Report to the Poor Law Additional Rteam 
Commissioners^ dated 22 July 1835, on the mignition of labourers to the manu- power since Jan. 
facturing districts, estimated the quantity of steam power which had either *835- 
been then recently erected, but not supplied with "hands," or which was 
ordered and would be in operation in a year and a half or two years in the 
cotton district of Lancashire and its immediate vicinity, at no less than 7,507 
horse power. 

This statement was founded on communications with the chief civil engineers 
and most intelligent manufacturers in Lancashire, and was probably as accu- 
rate as the circumstances of the case admitted. Still more valuable informa- 
tion was afterwards procured through the agency of Dr. Kay arid of the Poor 
Law (Commissioners in 1838 : in consequence of an Order of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on the Poor Law Amendment Act, Returns 
were obtamed in pursuance of that order, exhibiting the increase of steam 
power which had actually occurred since January 1835, and the amount then 
in course of erection in certain districts of Lancashire and its immediate vi- 
cinity. We deem it right to subjoin a copy of the summar}' of those Returns, 
but we refer to the Appendix of the 48th Report from that Select Committee 
on the Poor Law Amendment Act for details respecting — 

Ist. The name of each firm which had erected additional steam power. 
2d. The amount of horse power erected by each firm. 3d. The process of 
manufacturing in which it was employed. 4th. The authority on which the 
statements were made. » 
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Cantet of Distvets. 



SUMMARY of Returns obtained in pursuance of the Order of the Select Committee on the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, exhibiting the Increase of Steam Power which has occurred since 
1835, and the Amount of Horse Steam Power now in course of erection in certain Districts of 
Lancashire and its immediate Vicinity. July 1838. 



NAME OF DISTRICT. 



Number 
of Horse Power 

erected 
ia each District 

since 
Jan. or July 1835. 



Norober 

of Horse Power 

now 

ill course of eiectioa 

in each District, 

July 1838. 



Hyde 

Ashton, Dukinfield, te 

Stalevbridge ....... 

Saddleworth ...*... 

Stockport • - - - -- 

Rodidale 

Hevwood «--.---- 

Spotland ....... 

Bagslate ....... 

Birch 

Accrington -....-.. 
Bolton 

Leigh --...-.. 

Horwich - -,- 

Wigan 

Bury -..-.-•.. 
Haslingden -....-•- 

Burnley .--.-.-. 
Bacup - - - - - - -«- 

Todmorden ....... 

Colne 

Preston ^....-.. 

Longdendale ....... 

Blackburn --.....- 

Chorley 

Macclesfield ...-.-. 
GIossop .----•.. 
Manchester ....... 

Oldham 

Olitheroe -^ 

lancaster --.----. 

Total Horse Power - 



The total amount of horse power erected m the parts of Lancashire and 
Qieshire included in the aboye Return^ between January 1835 and July 1838^ 
thus appears to have been no less than 13^236^ of which the whole, with the 
exception of about 1,400 horse power (that is to say 11,826), was applied td 
cotton. Mr. Thomas Ashton confirms the statement made by Dr. Kay in 1835, 
that at that period the erection of one horse power presupposed the outlay of 
about 5OO1I., and he says that it was then a perfectly correct estimate to calcu- 
late six hamb to each horse power, supposing the new steam power to have 
been introduced altogether in connexion with new establishments, and in such 
cases, at the present time, he estimates the proportion of outlay at 400/. per 
horse power, and the proportion of hands required at five per horse power. 
Mr. Ashton states, however, that the amount of additional capital invested 
in the trade within a given period cannot be accurately measured by the in- 
crease of steam power which has occurred within that period, inasmuch as in 
some cases additional steam power was erected without any increase either of 
the machinery or the building, in order to ensure more steady turning, and also 
to prevent the occurrence of break-downs through the engine being over 
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any estimate of the outlay of fixed capital in connexion with the steam power ^"- . 

erected during the period in question, or any estimate of the number of addi- **"^* ^ ^^^ 

tional hands required in consequence of the erection of such additional steam 

rer. It can scarce be doubted, however, that there must have been an out- 
of fixed capital amounting to some millions sterling, connected with the 
election of 11,826 horse power, which took place between January 1835 and 
July 1838, and it is seen that in 1838 there were 4,187 horse power still in 
course of erection. 

The following circiumstances concurred in 1835 and 1836 to give an impulse 
to the operations of the trade, and to lend a colour of probability to the idea that 
the large amount of new capital invested in it would command profitable 
returns. 

1. The price of wheat, which is the staple food of the great mass of the Low price of 
labouring population in England, was comparatively low during those years, as ^^®*^- 
will be seen by the following statement of the average annual price of wheat 
per quarter during each of the years firom 1828 to 1841 inclusive. 

AvEBAGE Annual Price of Wheat in the Years 





s. 


d. 




8. d. 






1828 - 


- 60 


5 


1834 - 


- 46 2 




1829 - 


- 66 


3 


1835 - 


- 39 4(3)134 


12 


1830 - 


- 64 


3 


1836 - 


- 48 6j 44 


8 


1831 - 


- 66 


4 


1837 - 


- 65 10 


^■■^ 


1832 - 


. 58 


8 


1838 - 


- 64 71 






1833 - 


- 52 


11 


1839 - 


- 70 8 












1840 - 


- 66 4 


•4)265 


11 








1841 - 


- 64 4 


66 


6 



It will be seen that the average price of wheat during the three years 1834, 
1836, and 1836, w&s only 44*. 8rf., the average annual price in 1836 having 
been as low as 39 *. Ad. The average price during the six preceding years 
was 61*. 6rf., and during the five following years was 64*. Ad. It is probably 
beyond dispute that the extremely low price of wheat during the intermediate 
three years must have contributed to the activity of the manufacturing interest 
during that period. This may be shown in the following way : If at any time, 
the price of provisions remaining the same, there were to be a rise in the rate 
of wages throughout the kingdom, this would manifestly benefit the cotton 
trade, inasmuch as the surplus fiind which would remain to the working 
classes after they had laid out a portion of their wages in food, would be in- 
creased, and they would be able to lay out more money in clothing. But i^ 
fall in the price of food, the wages of labour remaining the same, would have 
a precisely similar eflfect, and would be equivalent to a general rise in the rate 
of wages throughout the kingdom. Now this is what actually occurred in 
England during the three years above adverted to. The rate of wages in the 
manufacturing districts was comparatively high, because there was a great 
demand for labour, and at the same time provisions were cheap. The same 
period was not marked by the existence of peculiar distress in the agricultural 
districts. The Poor Law Amendment Act began at this time to be brought 
into operation, and the diminution of able-bodied pauperism reduced the pooir- 
rates and improved the quality of the work done for a given amount of wages. 
At the same time, some of the most pauperised rural parishes were partial^ 
relieved, either by migration to the manufacturing districts, or by emigration, 
or by the means of employment offered in the construction of railways. Under 
these circumstances the cheapness of provisions during these three years was of 
advantage to the whole community, and was peculiarly favourable to the manu- 
fecturing interests. 

2. During the years 1836 and 1836 a spirit of speculation prevailed in Joint Stock Banks. 
England, and joint stock banks appear to have given great facilities of accom- 
modation to parties without real capital. We have already incidentally quoted- 
the evidence of Mr. Thomas Ashton, Mr. Hollins, and Mr. Cruttenden on this 
point. We will now merely add, that the money advanced by joint stock banks 
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III. 
Causes of Distress. 



American specula- 
tion. 



Effects of new 
capital. 



operated in various ways in giving an impulse to the cotton trade. The capital' 
advanced to the mill-owners gave employment for a time to additional ope-' 
ratives. Again, these operatives, receiving high wages, increased the home 
consumption of manufactured goods, and, at the same time, money advanced to* 
merchants caused an increased demand of those goods for foreign markets. 
*^ While the capital advanced by the joint stock banks made merchants as well 
as mill-owners," says Mr. Hollins, " everything appeared prosperous/' 

3. This prosperity, however, could never have appeared so great if an extra- 
ordinary spirit of speculation had not prevailed in the United States at the same 
period. 

The imports into the United States (chiefly from this country) in 1833 were . 
$ 108,118,31 1 ; in 1836 they had increased to $ 189,880,035. For the causes of 
that increase it has occurred to us, that we cannot refer to higher or better autho- 
rity than is to be found in the following extract from the Message of the President 
of the United States of America to Congress, bearing date the 4th September 1837* 
"The history," says the Message, " of the trade in the United States for the last, 
three or four years aflfords the most convincing evidence that our present condition 
is chiefly to be attributed to over action in all the departments of business, an 
over-action deriving, perhaps, its first impulses from antecedent causes, but 
stimulated to its destructive consequences by excessive issues of bank paper, 
and by other facilities for the acquisition and enlargement of credit. At the 
commencement of the year 1834, the banking capital of the United States, in- 
cluding that of the national bank, then existing, amounted to about #200,000,000 ; 
the bank notes then in circulation to about $ 95,000,000, and the loans and 
discounts of the banks to ^324,000,000. Between that time and the 1st January 
1836, being the latest period to which accurate accounts have been received, 
our banking capital was increased to more than ^251,000,000, our paper cir- 
culation to more than $ 140,000,000, and the loans and discounts to more than 
#457,000,000. To this increase are to be added the many millions of credit 
acquired by means of foreign loans contracted by the States and State insti- 
tutions ; and, above all, by the lavish accommodations extended by foreign 
dealers to our merchants. The consequences of this redundancy of credit, and 
of the spirit of reckless speculation engendered by it, were a foreign debt con- 
tracted by our citizens, estimated in March last at #30,000,000, the extension 
to traders, in the interior of our countr)'^, of credits for supplies greatly beyond 
the wants of the people ; the investment of $ 39,500,000 in unproductive public 
lands in the years 1835 and 1836, whilst in the preceding year the sales 
amounted to only $ 4,500,000 ; the creation of debts to an almost countiess 
amount for real estate in existing or anticipated cities and villages, equally 
unproductive, and at prices now seen to be greatly disproportionate to their 
re^ value ; the expencHture of immense sums in improvements, which in many 
cases have been found to be ruinously improvident." 

The circumstances above stated are those which have occurred to our notice 
as having had most effiect in stimulating speculations in the years 1834, 1835,. 
and 1836, and in leading to the investment of the large amount of new capital 
in the cotton trade in those years, notwithstanding the previous condition of 
the profits and prospects of that trade as it was described before the Committee 
of the House of Commons in 1833. 

The large influx of new capital into the cotton trade since 1834, and the 
impulse given to speculation by the several concurrent circumstances which 
have been adverted to in the preceding pages, were followed by such effects as 
might have been naturally expected to follow so large an investment of new 
capital in the trade. Those effects were a greatly increased, and, up to 1838, 
a continually-increasing production, followed by a considerable degree of fluc- 
tuation in the subsequent years ; and a falling-off in the prices of manufactured 
goods and yam, which appeared to commence in 1836, and has since gradually 
proceeded to the present extreme state of depression. Those effects have been 
accompanied, on the one hand, by a great extension of the foreign trade ; but 
on the other hand it would appear, that the home consumption of manufac- 
tured goods has not maintained the relative position it might reasonably have 
been expected to assume, when the increase of the population of this kingdom, 
and the greatly-reduced price of the goods, are taken into account. 

We have endeavoured to provide for this part of our Report a compendious 

statistical 
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statistical view of the progress of the EngUsh cotton trade during the period to 
which our observations have extended, for the purpose of illustrating, in some 
degree, the remarks which we have already made, and those we have still to 
make, upon this subject. 



III. 

Causes of Distr^fcii. 



For this purpose we have had reference to a statistical publication, which we '* Burn's Glance.' 
have reason to believe is esteemed of great authority in the trade, entitled, 
^^ Bum's Commercial Glance," which purports to show on a single sheet of 
paper, in each year, the quantity of raw cotton introduced through the leading 
ports of Great Britain, and to trace the consumption and conversion of that 
material by the manufacturer or spinner, and the subsequent disposal of the 
manufactured produce by exportation or otherwise. 

The first number of this valuable publication was compiled for the year 1829, 
and we have been furnished, by the kindness of Mr. Bum himself, the author 
of the work, with a complete series, extending back to the yeiif 1 831. Mr. Bum's 
task, and it is one requiring no ordinary degree of diligence, experience, and 
skill, i^ to register every pound of raw cotton introduced into the kingdom in 
each year, and to account for the disposal of it, in some shape or other. 

The Table which we have prepared from the series of the Conlmercial Glances 
relates to the manufactures of the English cotton districts only, and may be 
entitled as follows. 
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The two-fold effect of the additional investment of capital, in increasing the l^* 

quantity of goods produced, and in lowering the prices of those goods, wfll be c*"«*«J|^»*tre88. 
most effectually seen on reference to the preceding Table. 

The total quantity of cotton spun in England appears to have been increased 
from 241,731,1 18 lbs. in 1834, to 368,896,959 lbs. in 1840. In 1834, the weight 
of yam in manufactured goods exported was 90,780,425 lbs., and in 1841 it was 
138,291,1 53 lbs. The value per lb. of the yam contained in those manufac- 
tured goods, was 28. 6i^. in 1834; and that value had in 1841 declined to 
ls.6id. 

The quantity of yam and thread exported in 1834 was 80,695,066 lbs., and 
ihis weight in 1841 had mpreased to 120,580,592 lbs. It is very remarkable, 
that, notwithstanding the great increase of bulk in these exports, the total value 
had increased only from 5,841,909/. in 1834, to 6,331,855/. in 1841. Still 
more remarkable is the same comparison in reference to the total value of 
manufactured goods exported, which has declined from 11,469.344/. in 1834, 
to 10,915,229/. in 1841, although the bulk of the same goods has, in the same 
period, increased, as before stated, from 90,780,425 lbs. to 138,291,153 lbs. In 
like manner, although the total weight of yam in exported goods and yam 
together has increased from 171,475,491 lbs. hi 1834, to 258,871,745 lbs. in 
1 84 1 , the total value thereof has declined, in the same period, from 1 7,3 1 1 ,253 /. 
to 17,247,084/. 

These comparisons must, however, be taken subject to certain considerations 
relating to the different quality of the articles which may have been exported 
in different years ; since some goods of coarser quality, and accordingly less 
value, would contain a greater weight of cotton than others of a finer quality 
and greater value ; and it is very possible that there may be other consider- 
ations affecting the comparisons derived from these statistics which may have 
escaped persons, like ourselves, not thoroughly conversant with the operations 
of the trade. 

The following are the most prominent of the circumstances which have been 
brought to our notice in connexion with that lamentable reverse in the condi- 
tion of the cotton trade, which has taken place since the year 1836. 

It will be seen that, in enumerating these, we do little more than state that 
the favourable circumstances which gave an impulse to speculation in 1834, 
1835, and 1836, have one by one ceased to exist/ and have left the evils, pointed 
out to the Committee of the House of Commons in 1833, not only still in 
existence, but assuming an aggravated form. 

1. First in order came the American panic towards the close of 1836. Mr. American panic 
Thomas Ashton, of Hyde, being asked, ** What other cause, in your opinion, Mr. T. Ashion. 
besides the high price of provisions, has operated in producing the present state 
of the cotton trade?" makes answer, "One great reason is the extraordinary 
derangement of the American money-market, which took place some years 
since, and the consequent injury to our trade in that quarter, from the effects 
of which we have not yet recovered." 

The extent to which there was a fall in the demand for cotton goods in 
America, immediately after this panic, is strikingly shown by a passage from 
Mr. Tooke's evidence before the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
in 1840, on Banks of Issue, speaking of the American trade. 

After citing the passage (already quoted in this Report) in the message of 
the President of the United States to Congress in 1837, he proceeds to state : 

^^ So sound and solid did the business naturally appear to the manufacturers American panic 
to be, that it is not to be wondered at that they should have relied upon its ^J^. Tw»ke. 
continuance, and availed themselves of all their means of capital and credit to 
extend their manufacturing establishments; for the creoits they received 
against the orders that were sent to them were of the very best description, 
being upon houses here whose reputation for wealth left no question at all about 
their responsibility. But having in these prosperous times so extended their 
power of manufacture, and having probably had gains in a much larger pro- 
portion than would be indicated by a mere rise in the price of the raw mate- 
rials, it is perfectly obvious that upon the cessation or great curtailment of 
that demand, the loss on the manufactured goods would be in a much greater 
proportion than the fall in the raw material, and, as far as I can learn from 
general information, the price of manufactured goods had, in point of fact, 
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Ca 'i*'b' tress ^^^^ ^^ ^ greater proportion than the price of raw materials. At the same 

** ' time, I beg leave to disclaim any particular knowledge of the markets for 

manufactured goods. While, through 1 836, so extensive a demand for export 
had existed, the falling oflf in 1837 was very great. In proof of this is the fol- 
lowing statement of the number of packages sent from Liverpool to the Northern 
Atlantic towns, from the month of April to the month of September inclusive, 
in each of the years 1836 and 183?:— Of cotton goods, in 1836, 20,140; in 
1837, 1,842 Of worsted stuffs, in 1836, 6,687; in 1837, 2,990. Of woollen 
goods, m 1836, 18,096; m 1837, 4,400." 

Joint Stock Banks. 2. Many of the houses to which the joint stock banks had made advances 
successively failed. The operatives that had been maintained for a certain 
period by the accommodation thus afforded, were thrown upon a labour market 
already overstocked, and the joint stock banks having sustained severe losses 
from bad debts, became cautious in their operations. We have already adverted 
to one establishment at Stockport, which failed in 1838, and which owed some- 
what more than 150,000/. to the Manchester and Liverpool District Bank. 
The nimiber of handis which were thrown out of employment by that failure 
alone was no less than 1,000. It was to be expected that the losses sustained 
by the joint stock banks should act as a warning to their greater prudence for 
the future, and Mr. Hollins states, that ^^ the joint stock banks in this district 
are now conducted upon much sounder principles than at their first establish- 
ment, and that the mischief which they have caused is not likely to recur 
through their agency." 



Riae in price of 
wheat. 



3. There was a rise in the price of wheat which, as will be seen by the Table 
already cited, has not again so fallen so low as in the years 1835 and 1836, 
and of which the average price during the last four years has been 69 per 
cent, higher than in the abundant year 1835. All the manufacturers whom we 
examined, with one exception, dwell upon the injury resulting to their trade 
from a high price of provisions. They are of opinion, that owing to this cause 
there has been a falling off in the home consumption of their goods, inasmuch 
as that the labouring classes in this country being obliged to lay out a greater 
part of their earnings in order to purchase the same quantity of food as before, 
nave less money to lay out in clothes. They do not except the agricultural 
population in this statement ; for they assert, what indeed is undoubtedly the 
fact, that the rate of wages in agricultural dktricts has not risen in proportkn 
to the rise in the price of com, but they apply the statement peculiarly and in 
the highest degree to the manufacturing operatives, and they attach great 
importance to the home consumption by this class of customers. These views 
are entertained so strongly by the manufacturers, without distinction of 
political opinion, that we deem it right to give their statement in their own 
words. 

Decrease of home Mr. Thomas Ashton being asked, 

*^ Are your own mills in work now ? " states, ** They are in full work. 

" How is it that you are in fiill work while other mills are working short 
time? — ^I am shipping goods on my own account principally to the East, that is, 
to the East Indies and China. 

" Has your trade always been in that direction ?— No, it was formerly prin- 
cipally in the home trade ; but for the last three years the demand from me for 
the home consumption has so fallen off, that I have been obliged to resort to 
the foreign trade, and in fact to turn merchant on my own account. 

" Can you give any estimate of the relative proportion of goods which you 
now supply to the home and foreign markets, and of the proportions of the 
same which you supplied formerly ? — Formerly, the quantity which I supplied 
to the home trade was about three-fourths of my whole production, the remain- 
ing one-fourth being supplied for foreign consumption ; as nearly as I can tell, 
those proportions are at this time reversed." 

The same witness being asked what, in his opinion, were the most prominent 
causes of distress in the cotton-trade, answers, 

r.;T^oUtr {-n mv nninion. the. hich nrioe of nrovisions. which has led to 
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" Is the demand for agricultural parts of the country worse in consequence in. 

of a high price of provisions ? — I have found it so, certainly, and to a very Causes of Distress, 
great extent; my own supply was, I well know, to agricultural districts 
principally. 

" How do you know that ? — I know that because I know that the factors 
whom I supplied, sold again principally in agricultural counties, as Gloucester- 
shire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire, and the adjacent counties. 

" May not that falling oflf in your demand for home consumption have arisen 
from the competition of other manufacturers ? — No, I have reason to believe 
not ; I have not lost any of my customers through asking too high a price ; 
and I am in point of fact supplying goods to the same parties as before, but in 
a less degree." 

Mr. Robert Gee states, Mr. Robert Gee. 

" We have had likevnse a succession of bad harvests, which have materially 
affected the home trade by diminishing the home consumption, and thereby 
forcing many of our maniifacturers into the foreign trade. 

^^ In what manner have the bad harvests diminished the home consumption 
of manufactured goods ? — By raising the price of provisions for the whole popu- 
lation generally, and thus leaving them less money to lay out in clothing. 

" Has the consumption of manufactures fallen off in the agricultural districts? 
— ^The price of provisions must have affected the agricultural population as 
well as the operatives engaged in manufactures. The rate of wages in the agri- 
cultural counties does not appear to have increased, or at least not in proportion 
to the increaseil price of provisions ; the agricultural population, therefore, has 
not been able to spend so much money in clothing as formerly. However, the 
great falling off in the home consumption has been in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts ; the operatives, who are on the whole our best customers, are in a state 
of severe distress, and cannot possibly purchase the same quantity of clothing 
as in prosperous times." 

Mr. Hollins states as follows : Mr. Hollim. 

" The main cause of our distress, and apart from which, in my belief, Stock- 
port, notwithstanding the disadvantages it may have, would be doing well, is 
the high price of provisions, 

" In what way has that operated ? — It has operated in diminishing to a very 
considerable degree the consumption of manufactured goods in the home 
market. Supposing a working man to have expended, in the year 1836, only 
12^. in provisions, at this time he would have to pay 18^. for the same quan- 
tity and description of food, on the calculation that provisions, as consumed by 
the working classes at the two different periods, have increased one-third in 
price, which I believe to be the fact ; he will therefore have the amount of that 
difference less to spend in clothing, and in the purchase of different articles of 
home manufacture. The improvidence of a majority of the working classes is 
such, that they spend nearly the whole of their earnings, as they get them, in 
some way or other ; and their extravagance in regard to clothing is particularly 
observable. The same cause operates to a considerable extent in the other 
classes of society ; there is no point in which all classes indulge in unnecessary 
expenditure so much as in clothing ; when times, therefore, become worse from 
any cause, and people are obliged to retrench, such retrenchment first takes 
effect in the expenditure of clothing. Not only, therefore, the working classes, 
but shopkeepers, tradesmen, and all classes, in fact, in a manufacturing com- 
ijaunity like this, become more careful, and spend less in clothing. I know this 
to be the case at this time in my own family, and in others with whom I am 
well acquainted." 

The opinions of Mr. Cephas Howard are similar on this point, although he Mr. C. Howard. 
speaks doubtfully about the expediency of altering the Com Laws. 

" A low price of provisions would enable the working classes to purchase 
clothing out of the savings arising from that circumstance. If the workman has 
occasion to lay out less in food, he will have a surplus to lay out in clothing, 
and thereby the consumption would be increased. Whether any reduction of 
the present duties on imported com would ensure a lower price of provisions 
I feel doubtful ; but any alteration of the law which would effect a lower price 
of provisions would be of advantage to the manufacturers." 
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'Pi.. Th^ following is the statement of Mr. M'Clure : 

Causes of Distress. . 

_- *^ Without a lowering of the price of provisions, we are never Ukely to have 

such a home trade as we used to have ; people are obliged to spend so much of 

their earnings in provisions that they have nothing left to lay out in clothes, as 

they formerly had. In 1835 the wages in Stockport were 15 per cent, higher, 

on an average, than they are now, and provisions are now considerably dearer. 

" If we had a better home trade, we should get better prices also from the 

foreigners ; there is so much oflfered to them now, they have it all their own 

way." 

Mr. /. Marshall. The following are extracts from the evidence of Mr. James Marshall, jun. : 

" Are you certain that there has been a falhng off in the home demand for 
cotton goods? -I think there has. The Manchester warehousemen complain 
very much of having nothing to do in the home market. 

" Does your own experience confirm their statements ? — Yes, it does. We 
have been in the habit of manufacturing both for the home and the foreign 
market; and previous to November 1840, our business in the two was about 
equal ; but since that period we have manufactured principally for the foreign 
market. 

" To what do you attribute the falling off in the home market? — We attribute 
it to the falling off of the means to purchase goods amongst the labouring classes 
generally; the high prices of provisions since the year 1836, have prevented 
them from spending the same amount of money in clothing. 

" Do you think that the agricultural part of the labouring population would 
be belter able to purchase clothing if the price of provisions were reduced ? — 
Yes ; I think they would. 

"Are not the wages of agricultural labourers likely to be higher, in consequence 
of a higher price of corn ? — I cannot tell what may be the case with agricultural 
labourers. The wages of manufacturing operatives are not regulated by the 
prices of manufactured goods, but rather by the profitable state of the trade, 
and the demand for labour; and the profits are by no means always the greatest 
when the prices of manufactured goods are the highest : for much depends upoa 
the price of the raw material ; that is to say, not only the price of cotton, but 
the price of many articles which we consume in the process, such as oil, flour, 
tallow, coal, &c. Our consumption of oil alone costs about 1,200Z. a year. 

"Can you draw a parallel between the cost of the raw material in manu- 
facturing processes, and any part of the cost of production in agriculture ? — 
The rent of land, perhaps, and the poor-rates correspond most nearly with the 
raw material in our manufactures ; and judging from experience' in my own 
business, I should presume that the wages of agricultural labourers would 
depend upon the profits of farmers and the demand for labour. 

" Would not the profits of farmers depend greatly upon the price of corn r — 
They might to a certain extent ; but they would also depend upon the amount 
of rent and the other expenses of production." 

Mr. /. Wilkinson. The following is an extract from the evidence of Mr. James Wilkinson : — 
" Another cause of the depression of trade is the high price of provisions, which 
affects us in several ways : it diminishes materially the home comsumJ)tion of 
manufactured goods; because as the operatives are compelled to lay out so 
much more of their wages in bread, they have not so much to lay out in manu- 
factures. This principally causes the depression in our trade. 

" Are you speaking of the operatives in the manufacturing districts ? — I am, 
for their consumption is of very great importance to us; so that supposing that 
trade were good, and they were actually in receipt of as high wages as formerly, 
they could not possibly afford to lay out the same quantity of money in manu- 
factures. But this supposition is not the fact ; and now that wages are some- 
what reduced, and there is a great want of employment, and the price of 
provisions is nevertheless high, the portion of wages which they can spare for 
manufactured goods is very small indeed. 

"Do vou consider that the same observation applies to the affrtcultural 
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market is in the manufacturing districts; and if the manufacturing districts are HL 

distressed, or if, under any circumstances, the price of provisions is high, our Causes ofDistren. 
home market must suffer. 

•' Have you not good customers in other parts of Great Britain, besides the 
manufacturing districts ? — ^Yes, we have such customers, who are of a higher 
class, and who are numerous ; but still the number of the operatives in the 
manufacturmg districts is greater, and they are in fact our most valuable 
customers." 

It is manifest from the above extracts, that it is the general impression of 
the manufacturers whom we examined, that there has been a diminution in 
the home consumption of cotton goods since 1835 and 1836. Mr. Cruttenden ^^* Cruttenden. 
alone, of the witnesses whom we examined, appears to be of a contrary opinion. 
He states, " I have no reason to believe there has, if you look to the whole of 
Great Britain and Ireland. We manufacture entirely for the home trade, and 
we have not produced as much as we used to do, because the present rate of 
prices does not remunerate us. By working short time, we lost about three 
months in 1840, and more than three months in 1841. But then during the 
last few years the number of producers has very much increased, and I believe 
that there has been quite as much cotton actually consumed in the home 
market as ever." 

There has lately appeared in the public prints a letter signed by a considerable 
number of firms in Manchester, and addressed to the wholesale houses in 
London interested in the cotton trade, alleging a great decline in the home 
consumption of cotton manufactured goods, and attributing that decline to the 
present high price of provisions. 

The following extract from that letter shows the mode in which the fact of 
a decline in the home consumption has been inferred from the statistics of the 
trade: 

" It appears from the returns, that the quantity of cotton wool entered for 
consumption in the years 1840 and 1841, was as follows : 

1840 1,274,729 bales. 

1841 ..... 1,118,717 — 



Decrease in the latter year - 156,012 

" We learn also, that the exports of cotton goods and yams for the year 
1841 have exceeded those of 1840 by the following quantities : 

Increased exports of Yams .... 8,208,908 lbs. 

Thread- - - - 2,038,400 

Increased exports of Printed Calico - - 25,077,132 yards. 

Plain Calico - - - 65,106,416 

^* We find by the above statement, that although during the last year, as 
compared with 1840, there was a diminished consumption of raw cotton to the 
extent of 3,000 bales a week, yet the exports of yams and cotton goods, but 
particularly of the latter, were greater in the latter than in the preceding or 
any previous year ; thus demonstrating the important fact, that the whole of 
the enormous decrease in our cotton manufacture has been owing to the falling 
off in the demand for the home trade, the tmth of which could, we fear, be 
painfully corroborated by those through whose hands this trade has passed.'* 

The decrease of production in 1841, and the increase of exports registered 
in that year as compared with 1840, no doubt renders the inference that the 
home consumption had declined extremely probable ; but it may be well to 
point out that the degree in which such decline may have taken place, cannot 
safely be inferred from a comparison of two years only. For it is apparent 
that the accidental circumstance of large shipments being made just at the 
close of one year, or just at the commencement of another, would make a 
difference in the exports of the two years, to the extent of twice the amount 
of the shipments. 

^5^' H 4 It 
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Qm^nm pf Distress. 



Laws affecting 
trade. 



Mr. Jihtofi. 



It is only, therefore, by considering a series of years, that a safe judgment 
may be formed from materials of the kind in question. By reference to those 
columns in the Table prepared from Bum's Glance, and given at page 58, 
which show the total weight of cotton spun in England, and how it is disposed 
of, it will be seen that the quantity left for home consumption and stock since 
1831 fluctuates very greatly, especially as between the years 1840 and 1841 ; 
but in regarding the whole series of years, we think it appears that the home 
consumption has not of late years kept that position, which, from the increased 
population and the reduced price of the goods, it might have been expected 
to assume. 

We have hitherto treated the alleged falling off in the home consumption of 
cotton manufactures, and the high price of provisions which most of the manu- 
facturers we have examined consider to be the cause of that falling off, as 
matters quite apart from the subject of the duties on imported produce, or the 
other laws affecting trade. It wiU be seen, however, that those laws having 
been specifically pointed out to us as topics for inquiry in our instructions, are 
referred to in the evidence of most of the witnesses whom we have had under 
examination in reference to the causes of distress. 

Before we proceed to the several statements made in reference to the laws 
affecting trade, it may be well to say, that in the questions we deemed it right 
to put to those gentlemen, we had no wish to give effect to any speculative 
opinions of our own upon these subjects ; but that our only object has been, as 
already stated, to draw forth the actual views and opinions of the several par- 
ties under examination, together with such information as they might feel dis- 
posed to afford us in support of those views and opinions. The means of 
inquiry at our disposal have been much too local, and too limited in other 
respects, to admit of our taking a comprehensive view of large and intricate 
questions, like those which are involved in the consideration of the laws affect- 
ing trade ; and on this branch of our inquiry, we feel enabled to do little more 
than lay before your Board a detailed statement of the opinions we have re- 
ceived from the several gentlemen who consented to assist us with the result 
of their practical experience and reflections. 

The candour, fairness, and moderation with which, for the most part, those 
views have been communicated to us, lead us to hope that this part of our 
inquiry and report may not be wholly without value and advantage. 

Mr. T. Ashton, of Hyde, in answer to the question, *^ What other causes, in 
your opinion^ besides the high price of provisions, have operated in producing 
the present state of the cotton trade ? " states : ^' One great reason is the extra- 
ordinary derangement of the American money market, which took place some 
few years since, and the consequent iojury to om* trade in that quarter, from 
the effects of which we have not yet recovered. Another cause, and a very 
important one, is the existing system of our duties on the importation of 
foreign produce. I allude principally to the duties on foreign sugars, of which 
I am myself an importer. I think also that much injury arises to the persons 
mployed in the cotton trade, through the great fluctuations in the prices of 
grain. 

" How does that operate in producing distress among the working people ? — 
A fluctuation in the price of grain leads usually to a fluctuation in the price of 
other provisions ; and nothing is so injurious to the wwldng classes as that 
fluctuation. When provisions are cheap there is not so great a competition 
on the part of the people for employment, and from this, among other causes 
existing at such times, there is a greater scarcity of hands ; a high price of pro- 
visions, on the contrary, drives them to increased competition for employment, 
and this, together with other causes existing at such times, tends to lower the 
rate of wages. Hence sudden and great fluctuations in the price of provisions 
must lead to distress among the operatives. I attach so much weight to this 
consideration, that I would rather see a moderate steady price of provisions, 
than any state of things accompanied by great fluctuations of prices." 
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at Stockport ? " states : '' With regard to that question, what we want, I think, q^^^^Hj^-^^^ 

is an outlet for our manufactures ; the working classes think little about the ' 

price of provisions, so long as they are fully employed ; and further, whatever 
the price of provisions may be, unless such an outlet for our manufactures is 
formed, the price of labour will go down. Whether any such outlet would be 
created by an alteration of the com laws, I am extremely doubtful. 

" Do you think that a lower price of provisions would lead in any way to an 
increased demand for the manufactures of this place ? — ^Yes, I think it would, 
by lessening the cost of production, and better enabling the manufacturer to 
meet the foreign competition which is now springing up both in Europe and 
America. 

*^ In what way would it lessen the cost of production ? — By enabling the 
operative to subsist on less money wages, without diminishing his comforts. 

" Are you of opinion, that the rate of wages in the manufacturing districts Laws affecting 
is determined by the price of provisions, or by the relation of supply and de- '^'^*** 
mand for labour ? — By the supply and demand for labour, and not by the price 
of provisions at any time within my experience. 

" Do you consider then that a lower price of provisions would tend to a reduc- 
tion of wages ? — No, I think not, but that wages are entirely regulated by 
supply and demand. 

" Have you experienced the effects of foreign competition ? — Yes ; our cor- 
respondent writes from the west coast of South America, that is, Valparaiso and 
lima, that in consequence of a large importation from Lowell, in the United 
States, they have not been enabled to effect sales on our behalf, and they 
recommend us to imitate the cloth imported from Lowell, and have sent us 
a pattern for that purpose. The fabric was what is here called a stout shirting 
cloth. We have also a letter from Buenos A3rres, saying, that a cargo arrived 
from the United States, which they, the Americans, are selling off in their usual 
manner, prevents sales, and tends to bring down the price of English goods. 
The way the Americans effect their sales is, to put the goods up to auction for 
ready money, and to carry away the dollars. 

" Is that correspondence of recent date r — ^The letter from Buenos Ayres 
was received by us within a fortnight, and the other within six weeks. 

*^ Do you know the rate of wages of the operatives at Lowell, or the price of 
provisions there ? — No, I do not." 

The same witness states : — 

^^ I am also doubtful whether an alteration in the com laws would produce 
an outlet for our goods to the Continent of Europe; but I think that a 
reduction of the duties would benefit the manufacturers as regards the United 
States. 

^^ I do not think that the Continent of Europe would take our goods for com 
produced there ; but I do think that the Americans would exchange their com 
for our manufactures." 

In reference to the benefits which would arise to trade from a lower price of 
provisions, the same witness states : — 

** Whether any reduction of the present duties on imported com would ensure 
a lower price of provisions I feel doubtful, but any alteration of the law which 
would effect a lower price of provisions would be of advantage to the manu- 
facturer. 

*^ Do you think that, under ordinary circumstances, the tendency of lowering 
the duty on an article imported for consumption, is to reduce the price of that 
article to the consimier ? — ^Yes, I certainly think so. 

** What, then, is there peculiar to the question of com, which leads you to 
doubt whether a lowering of the duty would reduce the price to the consumer ? 
— ^I have no reason to think that com is an article which would be operated 
upon by a lowering of the duty, differently from any other article, but I have 
observed that at former periods com has maintained a high price before there 
was any sliding scale in existence. 
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r !?n- i ^^To what former periods are you reierringf-— The high 

Mr. E. HoUins. Mr* Edward HoIUus, in answer to the question^ ^^ Have any of the laws affect- 
XQg trade had any influence^ according to ^our opinion, in producing the present 
distress at Stodcport ?" states, '^ Yes, I thmk the present duties on the impor- 
tation of foreign produce to he in the last degree mischievous to trade, and 
particularly the present system of duties upon com. 

^^ In what way do you consider that the existing duties upon imported com 
have acted mischievously to trade ? —In the first place I mainly attribute to 
those duties the present high price of provisions in this country, and the con- 
sequent decline already mentioned in the home consumption of manufactured 
goods. 

**I also consider the restrictions imposed by our import duties to be other- 
wise highly injurious to trade, and therefore materially to increase, if not 
absolutely to cause the distress now existing in this town. At the head of 
these imports I ^^e the duty upon com, as the one most calculated to affact 
a trading community like ours. This duty, as it is now raised, almost entvefy 
ezdndes oom firom the returns made by the legitimate traders ; thereby pre- 
ventjng that i^stem of bartor, whieh, by findfaig a market fdr our mkanuffteturas, 
would not only give us the employment we now want, but also temA to regulate 
and impart that steadiness to the price of food, which I hold to be mofiA essen- 
tial to the weH-doing of aU classes. 

Laws affecting ^^ Another mischievous conaequ^oK^ connected with the evil last mentioned 

Trade. IS, that the speculator supa^edes the regular traders in the importati<m of com, 

and by (hraining this country of large amounts of cqpede at particular times, de* 

naigeB the curreney.'' 

Mr. Crutienden. Mr. William Ckmrtenay Cruttesiden, ii^ answer to the question, ^^ Do you 
think that the laws affecting trade have contributed in any decree to cause the 
distress at present existing in Stockport, or in any other aaanufactiuring dis- 
tricts ?'' states, *^ I do not think they have had much to do with it. I am aware 
that some persons suppose that the com laws have been the cause of our pre- 
sent distress ; I believe that the distress has arisen in a far greater degree from 
the immense increase in the amount of capital which has been employed in the 
eottcm trade, and the consequent unnatural increase in the production of manu- 
factured goods. 

^^ Do you consider that great and sudden fluctuations in the price of provi- 
sions temd to produce iiyurious effects on the cotton trade, and <m the condi- 
tiouB of the persons employed in it ? — ^Yes, I do. 

^^ Do you think that the present duties on the importation of com have any 
effect in producing such fluctuations ? — ^That is a question which I should not 
like to answer ; it is a question of meat difficulty, involving many considera- 
tions, and I have scarcely giv^ it tnat degree <^ study and attention whidi it 
would require in order to enable me to answer it confidently. 

'^ Do you consider the existing duties on the importation oi fcureign produce 
have any injurious effect on the foreign market for English cotton manuffio^ 
tures, and consequently on the condition of the persons employed in that manu- 
facture ? — I have already said we manufacture only for the home market, and 
any opinion which I could give would be formed only through the stateanents 
of other persons, and not from my own observation and experience in the 
trade." 

Mr. Wilkinson. Mr. James Wilkinson, in answer to the question, ^^ CSan you mention any 
other causes which appear to have occasioned the distress at Stockport or 
elsewhere ? " says, *^ What I have already mentioned are the principal causes, in 
comparison with which all others are insignificant ; however, I do not mean to 
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UtiilpGmty, stud tliat we should sooa Ymrt recovered from* tkclr effects, had it l^^- 

not been far the high price of provisions ever rinee 1S3«, which, in my opinion, ^^"•^ <>' P^^w^- 

hwbeen eansed hy the com laws. Ihef mnst be done awiMf^ with, of they w91 

ruin our trade. And while speaking of the effects of a low pri«5 erf provi^af»> 

I wish to add, that we cannot compete with foreigners if provisions aie dear 

with us, while they are low amongst them. If the provisions were a^ cheap as 

abroad^ we should have nothing to fear from the £3reign competition/* 

Mr. Robert Gee, in answer to the question, '^ Haive any of the laws arffecting Mr. Robert Gee. 
trade been injurious to the manufacturing interests ?** states, ^ The kws passed 
to regulate the hours of working in factories hav^ had an injurious result vtptot 
the operatives, inasmuch as they have caused fewer hands to be employed, by 
stimulating invention in the improvement of machinery. 

^^ How have these laws had this effect ? — If you have ca|iitid to a cettain 
amount invested in mills and machinery, you naturally expect a certain retiun, 
including the interest of money on the original outlay, and to cover the wear 
and tear of the machinery, which causes an annual depreciation, usually esti- 
mated at seven and a half per cent. But if a law is passed, prohibiting you 
from using your machinery more than a certain niunber of hours in the day, 
you must, in order to realize the same profits, either produce a greater quantity 
in proportion to the diminution of time, or you must reduce the wages of the 
workmen, which oi course are an important element in the cost of production. 
And on either supposition the operatives must suffer. However, in making 
this statement, I do not mean to object to the regulations respecting children 
under 13. 

" Do you wish to make any other observations on the laws affecting trade ? — 
I do not wish to make any other observations." 



We have now dischai^d the duty assigned to us by the instructions of your 
Board. We have made a minute and searching inquiry, to the best of our 
ability and judgment, into the nature and causes of the distress existing in 
Stockport Union, and into the various modes of relief which have been applied 
in mitigation of that distress ; and we have reported the result of our inquiries 
to your Board. • 

In the course of these inquiries, the general character, and condition of the 
operatives employed in the cotton trade have been peculiarly objects of our 
observation. We have seen that in an ordinary state of the trade those of the 
operatives who are employed (as the mass of them are) in connexion with 
steam-power and ifiachmery, appear to command, by the value of their labour, 
the means of enjoyment of tiie comforts of life to an extent and degree unknown 
to a large portion of the population of this country ; and there is little doubt 
that persons so circumstanced must consume, in a degree which far exceeds 
the proportion of their numbers, the natural produce of this and of foreign 
countries, thereby contributing largely to the prosperity of other classes of their 
countrymen, as well as to those sources of revenue by which the national liabili- 
ties are in great part sustained. 

We find, in connexion with the large earnings of this dass, industrious 
habits of no common stamp, regulated and secured in great measure by the 
peculiar nature of their employment ; and a degree of intelligence, already 
much in advance of other classes of the working people, and still growing with 
the general growth of popular education. It appears also, that, when in the 
enjoyment of prosperity, they avail themselves to a great extent of the advan- 
tages of provident institutions, and that pardy through this, and partiy through 
other circumstances, equally creditable to their character as a working people, 
they avoid almost altogether dependence upon poor-rates. On the occurrence 
of general distress, we find them neither a pauperised mass, nor readily admit- 
ting pauperism among them ; but struggling against adversity, beating far and 
wide for employment, and in many cases leaving their country for foreign 
climates, rather than depend upon any other resources for subsistence than those 
of their own industry and skill. Those among them who have not been able 
or willing to leave a place, where at present their labour is of little or no value, 
have been found enduring distress with patience, and abstaining, sometimes to 
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APPENDIX. 



I.— EVIDENCE RELATING TO DISTRESS AND RELIEF. 



21 January 1842. 

(1.) — Samuel Forster, Esq., who is a member of the Society of Friends^ makes the usual 

affirmation, and is Examined as follows : 

ARE you the chairman of Stockport Union? — I am; one year I was vice-chairman; 
and I have since been chairman for one year, that is, for the present year, so far as it has 
gone. 

Are you enabled, as chairman of the union, to give a description of the distress which has 
prevailed in Stockport, and also of its progress up to the present time ? — There was not 
much variation in the number of applications made to the Board of Guardians until the 
summer of 1841. There had been an increase of distress in consequence of the dropping of 
wages and the price of provisions before that time. After the very prosperous years of 1835 
ana 1836, provisions became dearer, and wages declined, so that a sensible feeling existed 
in the town of the approach of distress. In 1839 the district of Haselgrove was in consider- 
able distress, through the depression of the silk trade ; and that district, in consequence, 
•had become much pauperized, most of the families of the hand-loom weavers residing there 
having begun to apply for relief in aid of wages ; that is, not through sickness, but from the 
wages being inadequate to the support of the family when in full work. 

There was no particular pressure on the poor-rates of the township of Stockport until the 
vear 1841, in wnich year several failures took place ; but previously to that time there had 
been much excitement and considerable suffering among the families of the poor, in conse- 
jquence of turn-outs for wages, the hands being not willing to take the reduced wages offered 
tnem ; and many mills stopped altogether or worked short time for a considerable period, 
that is, for several months previously to the stoppage of Lane's mill. Lane's mill stopped 
some time in Au^st last; and not very long after that Carr's mill gave over working in con- 
seouence of the death of one of the partners, William Smith. 

These two mills threw out of employment about 3,000 hands. Lane's mill alone em- 
ployed about 1,700. From the 5th August 1841 the pressure on the poor-rates has been 
progressively increasing. 

Tnere was a mill l^longing to Stocks & Son, situate in Heaton Norris, vrithin the 
borough of Stockport, which stopped nearly about the same time with the others through 
failure of the firm ; and these three stoppages, together with the effects of the previous 
turn-outs and other causes, caused the applications to our Board to become very numerous. 
Have there been, to vour knowledge, any other establishments thrown out of work 
recently ? — ^There are in tne borough, on the whole, I believe, 1,7 mills standing, besides many 
that are working short time, and that have been working short time during nearly the whole 
of the year 1841 ; but that number have ceased work from time to time during a longer 
period than I have adverted to. Brown k Powell's, so far as I remember, was the first of 
the large establishments which failed ; that was about three years ago. 

How do you account for the pressure on the poor-rates having been inconsiderable before 
the stoppage of Lane's mill, so many establishments having previously stopped work ?— 
I account for it in this manner : that the persons thrown out of employment, either by tum^ 
outs or otherwise, sought work in other places, and many of them procured it; they did not 
attempt to come upon the poor-rates so long as employment was to be found in any other 
market. 

The population of Stockport is naturally a fluctuating population, having increased, 
within my recollection, fi-om 12,000, or thereabouts, in 1790, to 60,000 at the present time. 
Under such circumstances the population have less difiiculty in removing in search of work 
than elsewhere. Factory operatives have no implements or tools to carry away with them, 
but merely their own labour ; and wherever they can meet with what they call " a good 
shop," they avail themselves of it, and send for their families afterwards. 

Have you any other knowledge of the degree of distress existing in the town, besides the 
increase of applications for relief? — Yes, I have, as a tradesman, from observing among my 
customers a gradual and continued falUng off in the quantity and quality of the articles 
which they purchase from me, until in some instances they appear to have been obliged to 
abstain from coming at all for weeks together, after which they have stated their inability to 
purchase. I have also reason to believe, that some of the better class of mechanics who^ 
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when they found they could not purchase their usual quantity, have declined coming, in 
order to conceal from us their straitened circumstances. 

I have a neighbour, a provision-dealer, from whom I asked the question, whether he sold 
one-third of the amount which he used to sell by retail ; and he answered, '' I do not sell 
one-fourth, nor does any shop in the town, except at a ruinous loss." 

Can you give any information as to the amount of the wa^es of labour recently withdrawn 
from circulation in the town? — ^The quantity of money withdrawn from circulation in the 
town, in the shape of wages, has often been in my thoughts ; and I have conversed with 
some bankers and others, whom I thought qualified to form an accurate opinion on the sub- 
ject, and they have agreed with me in the opinion that more than 6,000 /• per week has 
been withdrawn from circulation, as compared with what was in circulation weekly in 
1836. 

I have endeavoured, through the assistant ove^seens, to obtain etact infdtmation from the 
mill-owners themselves on this subject, and have obtained sufficient information to convince 
me that my former belief was well Founded. The materials on which my calculation has 
been founded are the ascertained reduction of the wages of the hands now employed, the 
lAunber that are working short time, and the nomber of those wholly out of work. The 
three mills alone, which have been already mentioned as stopping work in 1841, would 
ftv«nige, at full time, more than 1,600^. in waees weekly. 

What steps have the Board of Ouardians taken from 4tme to time to meet the increased 
applications for relief? — Before the pressure of the distress became so great as it is, we 
haa observed a great deal of improvidence on the part of such of the labouring classes as 
had applied to us for relief, and that the education of their children wa& greatly neglected ; 
and we believed that the most substantial relief which could be aSbrdea to them was to 
establish schools, and to take under our care some of the young children, together with sudi 
childreti as were left orphans, who had frequently been provided for, hy bemg put out, at a 
weekly allowance, to some needy relations or others, who. took care of them merely for the 
sake of the parish allowance. 

Having made our arrangements for this purpose, when the pressu)^ of the applications 
began from the hand-loom weavers in the Haselgrove District^ instead of continuing to relieve 
them in money, we offered to take one or two of their children into the school. This 
proved very valuable to us as a test of destitution ; for such as really stood in ui^ent need 
of relief, sent their children ; others who did not, reftised to do so, and no pecumary relief 
was granted. We have established an infant school, as well as schools for older boys and 
girls, and the former has given universal satisfaction, both locally and to all strangers who 
nave visited the house. It has had an excellent effect in all wavs, and there is nodiing 
which has so tended to impress the minds of people here with a favourable opinion of the 
new poor law. 

Before the pressure came upon us from the stoppage of the Stockport tnills in August 
last, we had given but little relief in kind ; we haa introduced it in sothe degree, but We 
could not bring it into general and complete operation until then. We had had some diffi- 
culty about it; the poor objected to it; the public, some of them, were not very friendly to 
it, and it was opposed to the interests of the shopkeepers ; but the guardians, seeing that it 
vn)uld be a great advantage to the poor, and a great saving to the rate-payers, determined 
to go on with it, and did, in fact, carry it fully into effect under the pressure which began 
about the commencement of August. 

Both the poor and the body of the rate-payers are at this time satisfied with the pro- 
priety of these arrangements, and the approbation of the public is shown by the fact that 
the committee who have the management of the relief funds, have adopted the same plan, 
after some discussion, and notwithstanding^ some memorials against it from the shopkeepers, 
to which they gave the answer, that the mnds had been raised for the benefit of the poor, 
and not for the benefit of the shopkeepers. 

We are now giving the whole of our relief to able-bodied poor in kind, except perhaps in 
a very few peculiar cases where there may be illness in the family ; that is to say, in bread, 
oatmeal, and potatoes ; and we are careful to provide all these of a superior ouali^. 

What are tne reasons which induced you to resort to relief in kind rather than in money ? 
—We frequently heard from persons, who were applicants for relief at the Board, tad who 
had the previous week received several shillings relief in money, that their children had not 
had a mouthful of meat for one or even two days. This led us to the reflection that the 
money they had received fh)m the Board had not been laid out in food, and so applied to 
the maintenance of the children. We had in some instances good reason to believe that a 
part of the money was expended in buying drams, in redeeming clothes from the pawn-shop, 
or in paying rent and old scores at the shops ; that the due support of their children was 
neglected ; we therefore determined to furnish them with food, and with food only, thereby 
securing to the children what was intended for them. Our expectations, we believe, were in 
a great degree realized, for the complaint of the children being without bread is seldom 
heatd at our Board from those who are in the receipt of relief. Although at the first this 
vi^as unpalatable to the poor, they are now sensible that relief so afforded is of more real 
benefit to them than if they had money given to them to lay out for themselves. 

The saving to the rate-payer by this mode of affordihg relief is about 20 per cent., and at 
the same time we ensure to the poor articles of provision of more uniformly good quality 
than they would themselves buy at the retail shop. 

Thus we have realized the double advantage of giving the greatest amount of relief to the 
poor, at the least expense to the rate-payer. 

How 
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Hqw is the relief in kind dispensed to the poor ? — It has always been distributed at the 
workhouse ; the bread is baked there. The relieving officer has hitherto been accustomed 
to give them tickets the day after the n^eeting of tne Board, which tickets were presented 
to me master of the workhouse, who then gave out provisions of the value ordered, and as far 
as possible such proportions of the several articles as the applicants desired to have of each. 
We have, however, recently made arrangements which will enable them to take away their 
relief with them immediately after the decision of the Board, tickets of various amounts 
being prepared for the relievmg officers, which are to be given at once> and which may be 
presented at once to the person in charge of the provisions. By this arrangement any case 
of urgent distress is relieved immediately after the hearing of the application by the fioard, 
and Uke applicanta are also saved the trouble of g<»n^ to the relievmg officer again for the 
ticket^ and again to the workhouse for the provisions. Another advantage is, that the 
lelieving officers will not be obliged to give so much relief at their discretion. Our arrange- 
ments for carrying this plan into effect are nearly complete. 

Are your relieving officers in the habit of bringing all cases of application for relief 
before tne Board ? — ^They have strict orders to that effect ; it is a rule they are directed 
never to depart from ; and that rule applies to all persons resident in the Union, whether 
belonging to us or not, and to Irish or Scotch, as well as English residents ; it applies, in 
hct^ to all residents, of whatever nation. 

Have you not reason to think that there are many persons now suffering considerable 
distress who do not apply to the relieving officer, and who are prevented from applying by 
certain consequences which would follow from their receiving relief? — I have reason to think 
there are such cases. Many dare not apply, because they are aware of our practice, which 
is to remove all persons not helon^g to us, whom we relieve, to their places of settlement, 
unless the township to which they belong agree to acknowledge their settlement, and to repay 
us for the relief we may afford them. 

What has induced the guardians to adopt so strict a practice in reference to removals ?-— 
We think it, in the long ran, for the interest of the town* to remove all those who are burthen- 
some, and do not belong to us, notwithstanding the expense which attends their removal. 
The great improvements which have recently be^ made m the machinery of factories, have 
reduced the demand for laboiu*; and the present prospects of trade are such, that there is 
little probability of the hands now idle getting into employment within a moderate period 
of time. We have to consider many conflicting interests on this point; it is the apparent 
interest of tlie manufacturers and the shopkeepers to retain the population here ; but, on the 
9ther hand, our own settled labouring population may be benefited by reducing the supply 
of hands under these adverse circumstances ; and what weighs with us mainly is, that the 
r^e-payers ought to be reUeved, by such means as the law affords, from the burden of main- 
taining those wno are no longer useful to the town. 

Do you always remove Irish and Scotch residents who apply for relief? — We generally 
do ; there must be some very strong reason to the contrary to prevent it. Many of the 
Irish say they would rather die than be removed ; they have no friends in Ireland, and no 
means of support there, and they may as well die here as go to Ireland. Others of them 
are desirous of being removed, and few besides these ever apply for relief* We had up- 
wards of 30 Irish families who applied to us for relief on one Board-day ; we ordered them 
relief, and that they should be removed ; the result was that no more than two or three 
would accept the rehef, and we heard no more of them. Very few Irish have applied to us 
since. 

Do you suppose that there are many persons who have their settlements in the town, and 
are in distress, who do not apply for relief ?— Yes, there are many ; some who abstain from 
feelings of pride, others, perhaps, from a belief that they would be ordered into the work- 
house. There is a spirit of independence about many of them, which prevents them apply- 
ing. Our practice of publishing the names of those who receive relief^ in the quarterly list, 
may have some effect upon this class. 

Do not many who abstain from applying to the relieving officer, apply for assistance from 
the charitable fund which is now m the course of distribution ? — Many do ; but they do 
not consider themselves pauperized by receiving relief from that source, although they would 
feel disgraced by coming on the poor-rates. 

In reference to the administration of medical rehef, is it the practice of your Board to 
comply with the recommendations of the medical officers ?— It is. The strictest orders are 
given to the relieving officers to adhere to the directions of the medical officers until the 
next Board day, and then to lay the same before the Board. 

What are your instructions in cases where applications are made to the relieving officer 
for medical relief? — In those cases we instruct them always to give it, when, in their opinion, 
it is necessary. Our medical officer in the Stockport District, where there is the greatest 
distress, is particularly attentive to all cases which are referred to him. 

Are you giving at this time many orders of admission into the workhouse? — Yes; a great 
many. 

To wh^t class of persons ? — Mostly to the aged, and those who are labouring under some 
physical infirmity, and are not able to obtain a livelihood. To young persons who are in 
situations of temptation, and whom we think prudent to place under proper protection ; 
that is to say, young females who are out of employment, and who mignt be led into vice 
through distress ; and young lads who might be induced to commit acts of depredation 
from being out of employment. 

Has it been your practice to offer the workhouse to able-bodied men, with large families, 
158. 14 out 
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out of work ? — Very seldom ; it is the other classes I have mentioned whom we are desirous 
of having under our care in the workhouse. Besides, at present we are not sufficiently 
prepared with the means of employment in the workhouse to enable us to use it as a test of 
destitution to any great extent; and I much question whether it can be used with the same 
success as in rural districts : in fact, we have not attemf^ted it ; we are not prepared with- 
the means, and we look principally to the care of the aged and the young. 

Have you not a lai^e new workhouse, capable of containing 600 mmates, property classi- 
fied, built upon a plan sanctioned by the Poor Law Commissioners ? — ^We have, lliere are 
now upwards of 600 inmates in it, of whom a very small proportion are able-bodied persons, . 
either males or females. 

Have you not a place for stone-breaking in cotmexion with the workhouse? — Yes 5 we 
have provided ourselves with a stone-yard, which is close to the workhouse ; but we mostly 
employ there persons who have applied for relief, and whom we prefer employing there 
rather than givme them relief in kind, or receiving them into the workhouse. 

Do you offer the stone-yard to all able-bodied men ? — No ; we cannot afford to do that. 
We brmg our stone from the neighbourhood of Macclesfield, which is 12 miles off; and untU 
we have made a definite arrangement for the disposal of the broken stone to the surveyors 
of the county roads, we cannot bring the stone-yard into full operation. 

Will you explain the principle on which you offer the stone-yard to some able-bodied 
men, and not to others, under the present circumstances ? — We offer it to some as a test to 
see if they have been endeavouring to get work elsewhere. We offer it, for example, ta 
mechanics, who we are sure would not work in the stone-yard if they could get any other 
employment. 

Do you find that the stone-yard is readily accepted in many cases ? — ^Yes ; some persons 
would rather work there because they are paid according to the work done, instead of 
receiving a bare subsistence in relief in kind. 

What can a labourer who is used to out-door work earn by stone-breaking, at your rate 
of payment? — One of our labourers told me that he had earned 75. 6d. at the work last 
week. It depends entii'ely on the exertions of the labourers themselves. We have obtained 
the list of prices for working on the turnpike-roads in the neighbourhood, and we pay pre- 
cisely according to the same rates. 

Have you an infirmary attached to your workhouse ? — ^Yes ; we have an infirmary capable 
of containing from 80 to 100 inmates, which is fitted up with cold and warm baths, and 
other conveniences adapted to such institutions. 

What number have you now in your schools?— We have upwards of 80 in the infant 
school, and upwards ot 100 in the Doys' and girls' schools ; but each of the two schools is 
capable of accommodating 120 children! However, we have in preparation buildings for 
two day schools, for the reception of the children of parties in the IJnion receiving parish 
relief, where the distance is convenient. Under the regulations of the present Factoiy Act, . 
there are many children under the age of 13, who are totally out of eipployment, and, con- 
sequently, brought up in idleness and vice, and these schools are designed to give them a 
fittmg education, so that they may be properly trained previously to entering the factories. 
Do you intend to provide those children with food at the workhouse, or only with educa- 
tion ? — Only with education. 

Has any order been issued by the Poor Law Commissioners to the guardians of Stock- 
port Union, restraining the discretion of the guardians in the administration of relief to the • 
poor? — No, there has not. 



To Jlfred Power and Edward Twialetan. 



On reflecting upon what has passed between you two Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, 
sent here on a special mission, and myself, as regards the operation of the Poor Laws, and 
the state of destitution in Stockport, I am induced to offer the following observations and 
facts to your consideration, in addition to what I have before stated. 
1st, As to the removal of-paupers to their places of settlement : 

This subject appears to be engrossing the attention of political writers of the present day, 
as is evinced by an article which appeared in the London Times of the 21st January 1842. 
I shall advert to the practice of our Board, and give some of the reasons that mduce us ta 
resort to this legal method of removing a destitute population to their own places of set- 
tlement. 

The first consideration, relative to the removal of paupers, which naturally arises is this : 
is the population of the Union redundant, compared with the quantity of labour required 
now, or likely to be required in a short perioa of time ? To this inquiry we reply, that 
there are several thousand ])ersons out of work, besides a great number who are only par 
tially employed : therefore, it is necessary, where it can be done, to remove the surplus popu- 
lation to their own localities, where a legal provision is secured for them, until they can get 
other employment ; except it should appear that the present scarcity of labour is only of so 
transient a nature that the expense ot removing would be more than the amount of relief 
required until the time a sufficient supply of work would be afforded ; as the duty of the 
guardians is, in providing for the wants of the destitute, to take care they do not unneces- 
sarily encroach upon the property of the rate-payers, many of whom are only separated by 
a slender hne of dfemarcation from the rate-receivers. Thus the subject assumes, in a great 
measure, a money aspect, rather than one of philanthropy. 

If 
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If the present destitution had arisen out of any merely fleeting^ temporary cause^ either 
through one or more bad harvests ivbich had produced an advance in the price of provisions, 
that rendered the veages of the operatives inadequate to providing the necessaries of life ; or 
if it had proceeded from an over-extension of manufacturing products, ivhich caused a glut in 
the markets, vfh\ch glut would have been removed by a temporary decrease in manufac- 
turing, then there would have been an inducement to have relieved rather than to have 
removed that portion of the population which had become superabundant merely from those 
causes. But neither of these causes exist^ as is thus clearly proveable ; as there cannot be 
an excess of goods for the home market, whilst there are so many millions destitute of clothing, 
only because of their inability to purchase ; neither can there then be any over-production for 
the foreign market so long as there are an abundance of foreigners who are ready to exchange 
with us for our goods, at prices quite satisfactory to the manufecturer. But the present 
depression arises from another cause, which will produce the like baneful effects, until it be 
removed, and which is produced by legislative enactments, to the benefitting the landed 
aristocracy, at the expense of the manufacturing and trading parts of the community. 
Until this cause he removed, the effect will not cease. And as, according to the general 
opinion entertained hereaway, there appears to be a determination of the landowners and other 
monopolists, who are enriched by these laws, and who unite with the landowners to resist this 
necessary change, we are of the opinion that it is only prudent in us to return to the rural 
districts such.portion of their paupers resident here as have become from these causes unable 
to support themselves. We conceive, because the manufacturing interests have found 
employment for a great number of persons born in agricultural districts, who were out of 
employment, which if not so emp^loyed would eventucJly have swamped the landed interest, 
is no reason why the manufacturing districts should not return them to their own places 
of settlement, seeing we are persuaded the laws enacted for the benefit of what is called 
the landed interest, are the principal, yea, only cause of the existing distress, and our 
retaining them would be an unnecessary addition to our own burdens. 

Therefore, as we are convinced that ho permanent prosperity can exist until the corn and 
provision laws are repealed, we deem it to be our duty, as guardians, to follow out the law 
m removing all such to their legal places of settlement, notwitlistandine the expense in- 
curred thereby, believing it will ultimately prove the most economical, and most just to our 
own poor; for by such removal we not only relieve the poor's-rate, but the sources of 
private charity, which are now turned from their legitimate channel of relieving our own 
poor, into that of relieving the poor of townships where the law has provided a settlement 
for them. 

And, that the requisite improvement in trade cannot take place until these laws be 
abolished, we think is clear, because the ^reat body of the people in the United Kingdom 
cannot afford to buy our own manufactunng products, so long as provisions are only to be 
bought at monopolist prices ; therefore the home trade is in a great measure destroyed. 
Neither can those foreigners who would be among the best of our customers, buy of us, 
because we are not allowed to take in exchange those articles which we are in great want 
of; and besides which they have not anything else to offer. So both the home and foreicni 
trade being for the present ruined, our poor are brought into misery and destitution ; the 
middle classes into great and increasing difficulties, and lamentation and woe are the at- 
tendants of the inhabitants of this once flourishing district, as well as of many other places. 

2d, 1 would offer a few remarks on out-door relief, both as to food and clothing, beyond 
what I have before stated to you. As you have attended two of our Board meetings, 1 need . 
not be diffuse as to the manner and kind of our casual relief. You must have observed, I think, 
that a great many who apply to us are not the crouching, idle vagabonds who would not 
workif "ihey could help it; but clever, intelligent operatives and mechanics, who would never 
appear there if stem necessity had not driven them to it; not until their little savings, their 
good household furniture, nearly the whole of their clothing and bedding, had been sold or 

Eawned, in hope of a change in the times. This hope has been deferred until their souls 
ave sickened within them ; and the complaints of their starving wives, and the crying of 
their hungry children, have driven them to the dreadful alternative of applying to the 
Board for some relief, or to allow their families to die from destitution. You have seen, 
when at our Board, sufficient to justify this statement. I have seen, in my official capacity, 
a tear stealing down the manly cheek, because he has been forced to seek relief where he 
had never expected to appear, and had to supplicate for a little bedding, when his own bed, 
which had cost pounds, had been sold for a few shillings on account of the ui^ency of his 
distress. I think you know that our Board does not deal to these witli a niggard hand, con- 
sidering the heavy calls upon us, yet what does our relief amount to ? Not more than 1 s. 
per head per wecK for each member of the family — to families such as these, who are most 
anxious to earn their own bread by their own labour, and who have been accustomed to live 
plentifully. 

I have observed that the operatives have pawned or sold most of their beddmg and clothing, 
and have little but what they have in immediate use. The men are certainly in a poor 
condition, but the women and children much worse. I shall avail, myself of the knowledge 
1 have derived from being a poor-law guardian, as well as what 1 have learnt from others 
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I. wooden-bottomed shoes. The latter articles we have distributed in large numbers to both 

Evidence rehtiog men, women, boys, and ^irls : and perhaps no one article of clothing could be a more sure 

■^* ^ index of poverty than this to a people who had been mostly very particular as to the shoes 

they wore, that they should be of a good quality and of a handsome appearance. But dire 

necessity has removed this. 

The clothing of the women is very wretched, and by no means adequate to protect the 
body irom disease. This we are frequently reminded ot from some of our medical officers, 
who have informed us that medicine would be unavailing without an increase of apparel. 
And, such is the destitution that prevails in this respect, I am informed by a lady who has 
visited the poorest classes of famihes, in order to afford some relief, that many women have 
no clothes but a chemise and wretched outer garment. They have no flannel pettitoats, or 
anything to keep out the pinching cold of winter ; therefore we have in many instances eiven 
flannel petticoats, chemises, and clogs ; and to a few of the men shirts, in addition to clogs, 
and occasionally a jacket or pair of trowsers. The prospect as to the future is truly appalling 
in this respect. 

But, perhaps, nothing can so forcibly pourtray the depth of the present misery as the great 
want of beds and bedding. This destitution is abundantly confirmed both by medical and 
reUeving officers — by the testimony of such as have visited the dwellings of the poor who 
have applied to our Board for bedding, many of whom, we understand, have no bed ; some 
a few flocks, or a little straw, spread in the comer of their room or cellar ; no covering but 
a single sheet or rug. Many have to lie together to the number of six, seven, eight, and 
more of both sexes, indiscnminately huddled together in their cl6thes, covered by an old 
sack or rug ; no sheets, blankets, or coverlids. In these cases we have a wretchedness that 
cannot have entered into the contemplation of most people — a degradation which cannot be 
thought seriously of, both as to its moral and physical effects, vnthout apprehension as to 
the consequences ; and though it may be doubted by those who do not wish to believe such 
distress exists, it is nevertheless true — ^yea, and greater than this is also true ; for we know 
that the infant has been brought into the world on the floor of one of these abodes of 
wretchedness, because there was not either bed, sheet, blanket, or bed cover, and no pro- 
vision had been made for the infant. This is a fact : and when it was communicated to our 
Board (which happened to be sitting at the time) we supplied the poor woman with the 
requisite necessanes, and with food, also, at the recommendation of our medical officer, 
who attended the woman as her accoucheur; and it is most probable that this case is not 
an isolated one. From hence you must infer that applications for beds and bedding are 
numerous and pressing. You know how we relieve them. I have availed myself of this 
topic to show you, by irrefragable proof, the greatness of our distress, and not to speak ot 
the amount of'^relief given. 

We have, also, reason to believe some have died of destitution. Cases of this kind are 
kept as much as possible from the public view. Some have been mentioned which have 
attracted the notice of those connected with Government, at least the Poor Law Commissioners ; 
but we believe more have taken place. I was informed of one case, that happened some 
time ago, of a poor woman who, according to the doctor's statement, died of destitution. 
She was in a dying state when the doctor was called in : stimulants and restoratives were 
prescribed and applied without delay, yet she died in a veiy short time. It is probable 
that the relief afforded by the relief fund will have saved the lives of many who would have 
peiished rather than have received parish relieC When this fund is exhausted (and that it 
must be in a few weeks), the consequences, I fear, will be awful. But in the state of our 
finances we shall have exceeding great difficulty to keep up our present relief, on account of 
the difficulty of obtaining the requisite funds from the overseers, several of our calls not 
having been paid without the assistance of the magistrates. 

I have now adverted to most of the topics bearing on the present distress, and which I 
wished to call your attention to. I recommend the same to you, that the substance may be 
added to what I have before communicated to you ; and, gathering from the conversation 
I have had with you, that your mission here is to collect data to show the real state of this 
distress, for the use of the Poor Law Commissioners, I request that these observations may 
be presented to them, along with the answers I gave you to the various questions proposed 
to me, believing the facts I have here stated may be useful, as showing in some degree, but 
by no means to the full extent, the sufferings, distress, and destitution that exist in the 
borough of Stockport and its neighbourhood. 

I am. Sec., 

Stockport, 2 mo. 6, 1842. Samuel Forster, 

Chairman of the Board of the Stockport Union. 

I have obtained you the following statement as to the articles of clothing and bedding, 
given from August 6 to February 2, 1842: — 37 beds, 186 blankets, 167 sheets, 41 quilts, 
44 shirts, 36 shifts, 30 flannel vests, 58 flannel petticoats, 870 pairs clogs and shoes, 12 
coats, 6 waistcoats, 13 trowsers. 



22 January ,1842. 
(2.) — Mr. John Lawton is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 
M r. John Laxvion. Are you relieving officer of the Stockport District of the Stockport Union ? — I am. 

— ■ Of what does that district consist ? — ^The townships of Stockport, Heaton Norris, Brin- 

22 Jan. 1842. nington, and Reddish, containing a population of 49,603, according to the last census. 

How 
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How long have you been relieTing officer of that district ? — Since June U40 : at that time 
an alteration was made of the relieving districts, the number of the relieving officers 
originally appointed having been five ; they were then reduced to three. 

Were you one of the relieving officers originally appointed ? — I was ; and in the first 
instance for the township of Stockport only, the population of which was 26,469, by the 
census of 1831. 

Have the working classes been in distress at Stockport during the whole time of your 
service, or wh^n did that distress a]^)ear to begin, and what has been ite progress up to the 
present time? — There was no great pressure in the number of applications for relicSf before 
the year 1838, excepting under such casual circumstances as the break-down of a mill, or 
a turn-out of the natids, which have occasionally occurred. About the end of 1838 the 
applications became more fi-equent. At that time several of tiie manufacturers began to 
introduce improved machinery into their mills, which enabled them to reduce the number 
of hands ; in some cases one man would be enabled to do the work of two, by what is 
called coupling the frames. There has been a gradual increase of distress since that year, 
a number of factories having stopped work altogether, and others having worked short 
time. About the commenc^nent of the last quarter, which ended 26th December 1841, 
the applications increased in a great degree, in consequence of the stoppage of Messrs. 
Lane's and Messrs. Carr's mills, and a large proportion of those now upon our books were 
thrown out of work at that time. 

How long was it after the stoppage of those mills that you began to feel the pressure ?— 
It would be about two months before there was any weight of applications ; they have gone 
on increasing ever since ; a great number have been removed to the parishes to which they 
belonged ; some have gone away of themselves either to their own parishes or to employ- 
ment elsewhere ; but there are many who have been economical, ana who have lived upon 
their earnings, or by disposing of such of their furniture as they could part with, and 
waiting in expectation of the mills renewing work« As their resources become exhausted 
new applications (to the amount of about 30 per week) are made. There are many of those 
hands still who have not yet applied, and some of them will come hereafter. In several 
cases some members of the family have employment in other mills, and their femilies are 
thus enabled to keep off in some degree. 

The whole number of cases relieved through want of employment, or insufficient earnings, 
during the last quarter, comprised 205 able-bodied tnales, and 228 able-bodied females, 
together with their children, for Stockport township alone. Those are all cases of persons 
who have their settlements in Stockport. 

There is a large class besides of aole-bodied persons relieved by us in Stockport, but who 
do not belong to the township. The total of these is 202 males and 260 females, with their 
children ; this number includes vagrants ; but the bulk of them are residents, many of 
whom are removed as soon as possible after relief has been given ; others we continue to 
relieve at the expense of Stockport, not being able to make out their settlements ; and 
others again we relieve on the authority of the Unions or parishes to which they belong, and 
on their engagement to repay us. 

Of the cbss last mentioned there were 61 males, 89 females, and 106 children, relieved 
with their parents during the last quarter, for whom we have to send accounts to their 
parishes, who will rdmlnirse us without removal. 

Are those families chiefly from other manufacturing places, or from agricultural districts ? 
— Chiefly from agricultural districts ; some few from Manchester and other towns ; they 
are persons who nave come to the town when trade was good, because they could earn 
double perhaps the amoimt they could in the places they came from. 

On the whole a great number have left the town in one shape or other. 

Do you know whether many have gone away in search of employmmit, and have after- 
wards returned, not having been able to meet with it? — Most of the young men whom we 
are relieving have been through Lancashire, and many of them through Yorkshire as well, 
some before and some since applying for relief; but generally while they are absent, any 
family they may have falls upon the pansh. 

I have reason to think, from the number of applications, that but few have found em- 
ployment elsewhere. I often hear them say, that a man has no chance of getting work now 
m a new shop, as they call it, unless he has some influence with an overlooker or other 
person in authority at the mill. 

Have you had many cases last quarter in the township of Heaton Norris ? — Yes ; we 
have had nearly double the number of any preceding quarter. The mill of Messrs. Stocks 
& Sons in that township stopped work tnrough failure of the firm about three months ago ; 
there would be probably nearly 600 hands thrown out by that; but at present very few of 
them have maae application for relief, I should suppose not more than 20 cases in the 
whole ; they begin to come in now as their means become exhausted. 

Have you reason to think that many of the applicants are in urgent distress at the time 
they make application to you for relief? — A great many of them certainly drive it off to the 
very last ; I have visited many of them imm^iately on their application who have not had 
a bit of anything in the house to eat ; and they have stated, truly, as I believe, that they 
have been without food for two days together; and I have visited many who have not 
applied themselves, but at the request of other parties, neighbours or others that have known 
them, and who have given information to me of their distress. 

Do you always relieve immediately on such occasions; and if so, in what manner? — 
Always immediately in such cases, and in food ; by giving them a ticket directed to the 

158. K 2 governor 
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I, governor of the workhouse, who supplies them immediately on its being presented. The 

Evidence relating workhouse is situate in the midst of the populous part of my district, wiUiin a mile of any 
to Distress and part of Stockport, and of the greater and most populous part of Heaton Norris. I have 
very often had to give relief at discretion in this manner ; in fact I relieve most of the new 
applications at ouce. 

All applications, from whatever part of my district, are made to me at the workhouse^ 
and I attend there every day from nine to one for the purpose of receiving them. I attend 
also to any applications which may be made to me at my own house, which is in the centre 
of the town. 

An instance of extreme ui^ency occurred at the workhouse a few days ago ; a woman of 
the name of Elizabeth Hobron, who had been lodging in Heaton Norris, but belonged to the 
township of Kearaley, in Bolton Union, came to the house, stating that she had just been 
turned out of her lodgings, and that she had nowhere to go, and begged to be taken into 
the house. It appeared immediately on her application that she was already in the pains 
of labour ; she was at once received into the house on ray order, the medical officer was 
sent for, and she was delivered in about half an hour. 

Several instances of a similar kind have occurred in the cases of females casually residetit 
in the town. 

How many cases come before the Board from your district each Board-day ? — From 200 
to about 240, including both the new cases and the cases of those whose orders have ex- 
pired, and who apply Tor a renewal. In cases of non-employment the Board never make 
an order for more than four weeks prospectively, so that the old cases are continually 
recurring for renewal. That rule does not apply to those receiving regular relief; we have 
a revision of those usually once a quarter. 

Do you visit in all cases of new applications? — Always. 

Have you time to make a regular visitation also of the cases previously on yomr books? — 
I usually visit them a^short time previously to the expiration of the current order, or any 
time when I am goin^ past their houses ; not one of those cases goes without a visit from 
me once at least withm a fortnight. 

Have you on the whole many cases of sickness amongst the out-door poor ? — Not many ; 
during the last quarter there have been 28 male and 32 female adults who have had medical 
attendance from us belonging to the township of Stockport ; there are other cases also 
attended which do not belong to Stockport. 

Does the medical officer of your district ^ve you orders or recommendations as to certain 
articles of food to be furnished to th^ sick ? — lie does so ; the articles he chiefly orders are 
sago, arrowroot, tea, coffee, porter, and occasionally gin ; such things are always supplied 
by me upon his order immediately. 

Is pot your time fully occupied at present by the performance of your duty as relieving 
officer of so large a district, and under these pressing circumstances? — It is so; I have had 
on several occasions to sit up all night preparing my books for the Board ; that was the 
case the night previous to the last Board-day, and I was occupied with the Board the next 
day from 10 in the morning to half-past 10 at night. 

What is your daily routine of duty ? — In the momii^ I receive applications at the work- 
house till one, in the afternoon I visit, and in the evening I enter up the application and 
report-book at the workhouse, where I also receive applications, if any come, from six to ten. 

Have you not a good deal of correspondence with the officers of other Unions? — ^A great 
deal ; perhaps about eight or ten letters daily. 

Has your health been at all affected by the pressure of your duties ? — I have a soreness 
of the eyes, which I imagine arises only from a cold which I have caught; but my general 
health is no way affectecl by the fatieue 1 have undei^one. 

You feel yourself, then, perfectly equal to the discharge of your present duties ? — 
Quite so. 

And do not desire any assistance ? — None : I have a little assistance in writing from one 
of the inmates of the workhouse, and this is all that I require. 



(3.) — Mr. Daniel Charlton is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Mr. D. Chariton. Are you a relieving officer of Stockport Union? — I um, of what is called the Hyde District, 
— — — which comprises the townships of Hyde, Wemeth, Romiley, Bredbury and Marple. Its popu- 
lation by tne last census, is 22,269. I myself reside at Gee Cross near Hyde, and the ais- 
tance of my house from the extreme point of my district is not more than seven miles. 

Do you live in the centre of your district? — No, I live only about one mile and a half 
from the extreme point of one part of my district in the opposite direction. But the reason 
of this is, that the part near which I liv^ is far the most densely peopled. 

How long have you been relieving officer of the Hyde District? — Ever since the formation 
of the Union in 1838, and I was previously assistant overseer for the township of Hyde about 
three years and a half. 

Are the operatives in your district in a state of distress? — Yes, they are so in certain loca- 
lities where the mills have stopped, and the hatting business has been rather slack during 
two or three months, but otherwise the operatives are getting a comfortable livelihood. The 
hand-loom weavers are the worst paid, tne worst fed, and tne most distressed. 

Wha 
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What mills have stopped in your district ? — A mill of Messrs. Sidebottom 6c Lewis at 
Hbrton Dale, just without my district, stopped eight months ago. Not less than 500 persons 
were then thrown out of employment. Mr. John and Robert Ashton's mill and printworks 
at Hyde stopped about eignt weeks ago, owing to some differences amongst the partners ; 
that could not have thrown out of work less than between 500 and GOO hands. About a 
month ago there was likewise a temporary turn-out at Messrs. Charles and Thomas Howard's 
which threw out of work for the time upwards of 600 hands. With these exceptions, 
the work has been pretty steady in the mills at Hyde, except, perhaps, that occasionally they 
have worked short time, that is to say, four days m the week on account of some break -down 
in the machinery or the distress of the times. But this has not been the case to any great 
extent in my own district ; still even wth us there has been a general tendency to lower the 
washes gradually, and manage with fewer hands. 

With the exception of the localities to which you refer in your answer, do you consider 
that the operatives in your district are distressed ? — No, I consider that those who are at 
work can obtain a comfortable livelihood. 

Have you remarked any deterioration in the habits of the operatives in you district, and in 
their standard of living ? — Not in those who are at work, except perhaps that they cannot 
afford such comforts as they could four or five years ago, when they were receiving better 
wages, and hands were scarcer. 

What has become of the 1,000 who appear to have been thrown out of employment by 
the stopping of Messrs. Sidebottom and Messrs. J. and K. Ashton's mills? — Many of them are 



receiving relief either from our Union, or from other Unions, either with or without our agenc; 

* ive a little credit ; som 
order to their own parishes, and some have found work elsewhere. 



some few have saved a little money or have a little credit ; some have been removed 
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Do you know wnat is the precise number of such persons who are actually in the receipt 
of relief? — The number of such persons cannot be less than between 80 and 90, This cal- 
culation, however, proceeds on the assumption that there was an average of three workers in 
each family thrown out of employment. The number of families relieved does not amount 
to more than 30 ; still the number increases weekly. 

In the township oi Hyde, with a population of 10,151 persons, we observe by the quar- 
terly abstract that in the quarter ending September 29, 1841, there were only five aged persons 
relieved in the Union workhouse, and only 11 out of it. How do )rou explain this small" 
number? — For this there are various causes; in the first place, their children earn good 
wages, and assist them. Moreover, when their family work at the mills, some light job is 
genemlly foimd for the old people likewise. Again, when mothers of families work at the 
factories, the old people are extremely useful in taking care of the house, and of the younger 
children, and in conveying food to the mills at meal-time. Several old people gain a livelihood 
merely by carrying such meals to the mills for a ^reat number of persons ; though this source 
<^ gain is somewhat diminished by the downward tendency of the times. Besides old people 
are sometimes useful as pin-winders, or bobbin-winders for hand-loom weavers ; and indeed 
many work as hand-loom weavers to an advanced age. Moreover, the majority of the popu- 
lation of Hyde having migrated to these parts from other parishes, and having gained no settle- 
ment in Hyde, they do not come to Hyde for reHef, and are sometimes relieved by their own 
parishes without its coming into our books. 

Is it the practice of the operatives of Hyde to put money into savings banks? — Some do; 
but it is not the common practice. The mania is to invest in building clubs whatever they 
can give ; and many are owners of two or three cottages. The usual rent of cottages at 
Hyde is 3 5. a week. The cottages are generally four-roomed, two below and two above ; 
and the cost of erecting such a cottage is not above 80 /., and if many houses are built in 
a row, the cost is less. 

Is cottage property in Hyde as valuable as formerly ? — No, the rents have recently fallen 
two-pence or three-pence a week ; which I attribute to the number of empty houses. I have 
lately obtained a statement from one of the assistant overseers, from which it appears that 
there are at the present moment 116 empty houses in the township of Hyde. 

Were those houses previously occupied ? — Yes, and it used to be very difficult in Hyde 
to obtain a cottage at sill. 

Are they now Duilding any new cottages ? — Very few indeed ; and in fact I do not know 
of any which are in the course of building at this time. 

Is it common with the operatives of Hyde to belong to sick clubs ? — ^Yes ; they are fre- 
quently in secret benefit societies not regularly enrolled, such as the Druids, the Odd Fellows, 
the Foresters, and some Masonic lodges. They genemlly belong to funeral clubs by which 
about four pounds are allowed for the burial of an adult. It is a rare exception, if an opera- 
tive in employment does not. We have had perhaps more applications to the pansh for 
funeral expenses during the last three months than during two years previously, but if an 
operative m employment omitted to belong to a funeral club, it was regarded as a kind of 
reproach to him. 

What is the general rate of allowance from the benefit clubs which you have adverted 
to? — About 10«. a week during sickness; but they do not give regular weekly allowances 
to members out of work ; to such members they give a card to enable them to go in search 
of work, and that card entitles members to a certain allowance for a limited time, in any 
town where there is a lodge. 

Then operatives in your district do not often come upon the parish on account of sick- 
ness ? — By no means, unless they are ill a very long-time, and have been unable to pay their 
quota to the club. 
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Sir, Gee Cross, Hyde District, 26 January 1842, 

I BELIEVE I left you with an erroneous impression on Saturday last, namely, that the 
whole of the hands thrown out of employ by the stopping of Haughtondale and Messrs. J. 8c 
R. Ashton's print-works were living m the Hyde District of the Stockport Union, which was 
not the case. The above premises are situated on the junction of tne Ashton-under-Lyne 
and Stockport Unions, and would be felt in almost a similar degree in each Union. I also 
stated as a rough estimate, that from 20 to 30 families of the unemployed of those places 
and Messrs. J. & R. Ashton's cotton mill had been chargeable ; but upon examining my 
books I find they will amount to 50 families. 

I remain, &c. 
To E. Twisleton, Esq. Daniel Charltotiy Relieving Officer. , 



Mr. J. Wheeler. 



(4.) — Mr. Joseph Wheeler is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you a relieving officer in one of the districts of Stockport Union ? — I am ; my district 
includes eight townships, with a population of 14,420 persons; viz. Cheadle Bulkeley^ 
Cheadle Moseley, Handforth-cum-Bosden, Bramhall, Norbury, Etchells Stockport, OfTerton 
and Torkington ; I have been relieving officer ever since the formation of the Union. 

Did you fill any parochial office before you were relieving officer? — I was assistant over- 
seer of the township of Brinnington nearly four years. 

Where in your district do you reside ? — My house is at Haselgrove, which in one direction 
is only two miles distant from the extreme point in my district ; in another direction it is 
three miles and a half distant, and in another direction as much as seven miles ; but the 
population in that part is very thin ; and in fact I have only to pay three persons when I get 
there. 

What is your opinion of the state of the operatives in your district in respect to food and 
clothing?— I think that generally they Iwtve not sufficient food, and are badly off for 
clothing. 

Do you speak of anything recent ? — I speak more particularly of what I have seen during 
the last three months ; there had been considerable pressure in my neighbourhood during 
some time previous, but we had not felt it particularly in our district ; many in my district 
had worked at Carr & Lane's mills, which stopped in August and September last year, but 
Uiey did not at first apply to the parish for relief, and we did not materially feel the "pressure. 
Afterwards all the mills began working short time, and those who had been thrown out of 
employment at Carr & Lane's then came and applied for reUef ; since that period the dis- 
tress has gone on increasing, and in the township of Haselgrove, which is cniefly inhabited 
by hand-loom weavers in sQk, work has never been so slack and wages so low. 

Do you know the number of hand-loom weavers, and of the other operatives in your dis- 
trict, who are now receiving parochial relief? — I do 4aot know the precise number, but 
I know their distress is very great, particularly amongst those who worked in mills, and 
formerly received high wages ; they generally refrained as long as they could from applying 
for relief, and many of them first sold their furniture and pawned their goods. 

Is the distress greater than you previously have witnessed in your district? — I have 
never known distress so great ; until the last year or two mills went on prosperously, but 
now one mill afler another has been foiling, and those which have been at work have been 
working only half time. Formerly the stoppage of a mill was scarcely felt, the hands were 
absorbed elsewhere : but the case is very different now, it is a general break-down, and if a 
mill stops the hands are thrown almost permanently out of work. 

When applications are made to you for relief, do you consider it to be a part of your 
duty always to bring them before the Board of Guardians ? — Certainly, whether they appear 
to me proper appUcations or not ; I leave the ultimate decision of the question entirely to 
the Board of Guardians. 

Do you grant relief on your own responsibility in urgent cases ? — Always ; and I visit the 
house of a party applying, in order to form a more correct opinion as to the degree of his 
distress ; in such cases I relieve in articles of food. 

What course do you pursue when you perceive sickness in the family? — I give a note for 
the doctor, that is to say, for the medical officer ; and if the medical omcer orders any extra 
relief of any kind previous to the next meeting of the Board, I invariably follow his 
directions. 

Are there many instances in your district of Irish, or of parties who belong to other 
Unions, who receive relief? — A great many such cases of the latter class. At first, if indi- 
dividuals belonging to other Unions applied to us for relief we removed them at once ; how- 
ever, the pressure was so great that the system was altered ; and now, previous to a removal, 
we write to inquire whether the parish of the party receiving relief is willing to repay it. 
We have very tew Irish in my district, and I have not receiv^ above three or four applica- 
tions from any of that nation during the last three months, even in the worst times. 

Would not the Board of Guardians remove Irish who received relief? — They certainly 
would ; and this may have something to do with the small number of such appUcations 
which I have received ; but still the number of Irish in my district is not very great. 
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(5.)— William Rayoer, Esq. is Examined, and deposes on Oath as follows : Evidence relating 

Are you medical officer of the Heaton Norris District of the Stockport Union? — I am. ' 1 • 

The district comprises Heaton Norris, Brinnington, Reddish, Cheadle Moseley, Cheadle jf^ Raumer Esq. 
Bulkeley, Handforth-cum-Bosden, and Bramhall. I have been medical officer ever since the aVj^nTi 84a. * 
formation olT the Union ; but the four townships last mentioned have only been placed under 
my superintendence since Christmas last. I have practised generally in StocKport during 
the last nine years, and I have attended principally the operatives and the middle classes; 
in fact, we have very few of the higher classes in proportion to the population. 

From the opportunities of observation which have been afforded you in your medical 
practice, have you formed an opinion of the state of distress of the operative classes in Stock- 
port ? — When times were good and there was full employment, prior to October 1B36, the 
operatives were what you may call well off; since that time, in conseauence of the stoppage 
ofseveral large concerns, the short hours of employment, the diminisned rate of wages, the 
alterations in machinery, by which many hands have been thrown out of employment, the 
increased price of food m comparison with the price in 1835 and 1836, their condition has 
gradually deteriorated, and they are now in a state of the greatest distress. There is another 
reason which I may mention : it has been the practice in mills gradually to dispense with 
the labour of males, but particularly grown«up men ; so that the burden of maintaining the 
family has rested almost exclusively upon the wife and children, while the men have had to 
stay at home and look after household affairs, or ramble about the streets unemployed. 

What particular facts have you observed as indicating distress ? — ^The clothing 01 the ope- 
ratives has become worse ; their houses are worse furnished ; and at present, in fact, they 
have scarcely any furniture, except the necessary articles to sit-down upon and to cook with. 
Their comforts have been gradually disposed of to the pawnbrokers or dealers in furniture, 
to procure the necessaries of life. 

Have you observed any alteration in the quality or the quantity of their food ? — Both the 
quality and the quantity of their food is inferior to what it was formerly ; bread and potatoes 
constitute now the principal part of their diet. They used to get meat, tea, and coffee ; 
whereas now, as a substitute for tea, they get mint-leaves, or some other herbs of a similar 
kind, such as marjoram and sage, and they scarcely ever get animal food. These remarks 
apply to those who are now out of employment. 

Have fever or diseases of any kind become more prevalent during their distress ? — ^I should 
father say that disorders have been more prevalent amongst them ; they have not had a suf- 
ficient quantity of food, and this has affected their general health and appearance. Many 
of them, who were formerly in prosperous circumstances, now appear pale and haggard, with 
their physical power very much diminished. Their minds likewise seem to be depressed ; 
they have not that buoyancy of spirits which they used to have ; and all these circumstances 
together tend very much to the production of disease. I do not think, however, that fevers 
have mcreased among them ; at least, I may safely say this respecting fevers of a malignant 
character* Their disorders seem to me to arise from impoverished blood, in ccmsequence of 
insufficient nourishment, or of that nourishment being of an improper description. 

To what do you refer in stating that their nourishment is of an improper description ?— 
To the fact that their food does not contain a sufficient quantity of nitrogen, being principally 
vegetable, which kind of food contains only carbon, ox^^gen, and hydrogen. Animal bodies 
contain nitrogen in the greatest quantity, and this principle seems to be essential to keep the 
body in a state of health. Milk is the only article of food which seems to combine these 
principles in proper proportions; a person may live a long time on milk alone. Bread, also, 
which is a vegetable substance, contains a certain proportion of nitrogen, and the human 
body may be supported on it alone for a very considerable time. As a fkct illustrative of 
the effect of diet, I may state, from my own ooservations and the inquiries of medical friends, 
that butchers scarcely ever die of consumption. 

Is not oatmeal an article of food commonly used by the operative classes in this district? 
-^It is ; but oatmeal does not contain so much nitrogen as wheaten flour, and in very many 
instances, if used as a principal article of diet during a long period, it brings (m scorbutic 
and other affections of the skin. When taken, it ought to be in conjunction with milk, which 
would act as a corrective ; and I consider that the substitution of milk for gruel in work- 
houses, especially for children, would be very advisable. 

Are other classes besides the operatives affected by the distress of the town? — All cksses 
suffer ; the middle classes find great difficulty in meeting the demands made upon them, 
and the operatives are unable to pay for anything except the mere necessaries of life. It is 
impossible for me to refuse going when they send for me as their medical adviser, but this is 
v^ithout the slightest prospect now of remuneration from the operatives. They used, when 
times were good, to pay better than any other class ; they were better worth attending than 
any other class of patients, and they paid pretty punctually. 

Are you not a member of the committee for tne distribution of the charitable fund which 
has been lately raised in this town i — I am, and this has given me additional opportunities 
for observing the state of distress of the poor. The district which I have under my superin- 
tendence is one-sixth of the township of Heaton Norris. The population of Heaton iTorris, 
by the census in 1841, amounts to 14,626 persons; in that distnct I relieved 116 families, 
which contained 630 individuals. The total income of these families from labour and paro- 
chial relief is 23/. I2s. Id.; the average income, according to that, is 10 |d. per head per 
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week. The amount of relief given out of the relief fund is 12/. 195. 6d. ; this is an average 
relief per family of 2 «. 3 rf. The average relief per head is 5 i rf. a week, and the income and 
relief per head will be Is. 4d. 

Was every one of those 116 families in the receipt of parochial relief? — By no means ; the 
number of such families was only 20, and the amount given by the guardians to them during 
one week was 3/. 45. 6c/., whicli would be a fraction more than 35. 2cf. per family. 

Does the above amount of parochial relief include articles of clothing or bedding ? — It 
does not. 

Do you know the number of individuals in those 20 families? — ^The number is 111. 

Is the account of their earnings taken from their own statements ? — It is so in the first 
instance, but the account is corrected by the statements of their neighbours, and of the 
parties who employ them. 

Do you consider that the relief given to the parties you visited is adequate to their wants? 
— Certainly not ; but by the regulations of the central committee no family can receive more 
than 35. a week out of the fund, nor can any relief be given where the income amounts to 
25. per head. 

Do you approve of the practice which has been adopted by the relief committee and by 
the Board ot Guardians of only giving relief, in the present crisis, in kind ? — As they have 
merely a limited amount of money to dispose of, it is right in them to give the relief in kind. 
As the poor pay no rent in their present circumstances, their only outgoings are for coals 
and candles. "V^e have lately distnbuted coal-tickets amongst some of the worst cases ; each 
coal-ticket is for two hundred-weight, which lasts a party a week. The price of coal in Stock- 
port is about 6d. a hundred-weight on the average ; so that for coals alone they would require 
1 5. a week more. If, however, they were to give in kind additional small articles of common 
consumption, I do not think that this would be a protection against abuse ; for example, 
the other day, being in a small public-house on professional business, I saw a woman come 
in, who placed down upon the counter half a pound of soap, and demanded in exchange for 
it a pint of ale, which was granted ; and the landlord told me it was not uncommon to have 
sugar and other small articles of the same kind brought for. the same purpose. 

Do you approve of the descriptions of food which are ^iven by the Board of Guardians ? 
— ^[ do as far as the]^ go ; those articles are oatmeal, bread, and potatoes; but I should like 
to see animal food given as well. 

Out of the 116 families relieved by you from the relief fund, there were 90 not in the 
receipt of parochial relief; do you know whetlier any of those families had made apphcation 
to the guardians? — I do not ; the natural prejudices of many of them against receiving pa- 
rochial relief, the fear of others, not belonging to the Union, lest they should be removed 
to their own place of settlement (a fear particularly strong amongst the Irish), . were, I 
imagine, the principal reasons why they were in the receipt of no relief from the Board of 
Guardians. 

Do you know many instances of persons in distress who are receiving no relief either from 
the Board of Guardians or from the relief fund ? — I know a great many such cases where the 
destitution is very great, but where the feelings of the parties will not allow them to apply. 
Many parties amongst those who have to pay the rates will be in great distress ; they are 
quite as badly off as others with regard to income, but perhaps they may have a little more 
credit at the shops. 

Are the persons last mentioned living without animal food to any great extent? — They 
are so ; what 1 continually see in visiting their houses at meal-times is a dish of potatoes^ 
with a little flour and water boiled for sauce and bread. 

Have poor persons a difficulty in obtaining medical relief from the Board of Guardians ? 
—No ; tnat is never refused them ; the number of cases in my district during the last four 
months is increased one-third. 

When you attend upon Union patients who are sick, is it your practice to recommend for 
them extra articles of diet, if you think them necessary ? — It is my general practice, and I 
believe that in every case the recommendation is attended to. 

Has the increase of one-third in your number of Union patients during the last four months 
arisen from the poverty of the operatives or from increased sickness amongst them? — From 
both causes, to a certain extent; but the diminished means of the operatives have been the 
principal cause. Those who were formerly my private patients' are now attended by me in 
my capacity as medical oflBcer of the Union. 



(6.) — Joseph Blackshaw, Esq. is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

J. Blackshan, Esq. Are you medical oflScer of Stockport Union? — I am; and have under my superinten- 
— _ dence the township of Stockport, which includes, according to the last census, a population 
of 28,419 persons. The other part of the borough of Stockport is comprised in another 
medical officer's district. 

How long have you been medical officer of your district? — Ever since the formation of 

the Union, which was in 1838 ; and I attended the poor in the same township three years 

previously ; but I have visited the poor in Stockport, either as a pupil or as their regular 

medical attendant, during the last 14 years. 

What is the present condition of the labouring classes in Stockport, as compared with 

their 
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their condition at other periods within your experience ? — ^Within the last 12 months their I. 

condition has been becoming worse and worse. Subsequent to the first formation of the Evidence relating 
Union in 1838, the number of my patients averaged from 160 to 200 quarterly ; but during to Distress and 
the last 12 months the number is considerably increased ; I had from 80 to 100 cases in Relief. 

December alone. I think that in many of the cases the exciting cause is the want of food, r — 

and the use of improper food. This would comprehend fevers and dropsies, affections of •'• ^'^y^^^^f ™9» 
the skin, scrofula, and other diseases which depend upon a vitiated state of the system. ^^ ^^' ^^^' 

To what description of improper food do you allude ? — A great many of tne families 
exist upon potatoes and meal, and occasionally a little animal food. The common food in 
this township is bacon and a few potatoes. . What I mean is, that the poor have not a 
sufficient quantity of nutritious food. 

Do they not eat wheaten bread ? — Yes ; I reckon that as a more nutritious kind of food 
than what I have above mentioned ; but that is not in general the main article of their diet, 
under the present circumstances of distress. 

Dou you mean, then, that wheaten bread is a common article of their food in prosperous 
times ? — Certainly, in a greater proportion; and they then eat much more animal food. In 
fact, when trade is good, the people of Stockport are well off, and live well. 

What other observations nave you made on the condition of the poor in your visits to 
them? — 1 have generally found that their apartments have been robbed of their furniture, 
which I know, for certam, they had in their rooms during more prosperous times. Many of 
those whom I now attend as Union patients were formerly my private patients. The minds 
of the people are likewise afiected by their distress ; they are mentally as well as physically 
depressed ; and I find, from the long continuation of their adverse circumstances, and the 
exnaustion of their resources, a kind of apathy and indifference as to their future condition. 
Have fevers increased ? — ^We have been more free from them than might reasonably have 
bea:i expected. I think that I have had more cases of slight fever, but not cases in a 
malignant form. It occasionally happens that we have whole families afiected with sUght 
fever, and I attribute many of such cases to the privations which the parties undergo. 

Is there any provision existmg in the town for the reception and treatment of fever cases? 
— ^There is a fever department in the infirmary, capable 01 accommodating 40 or 50 patients, 
to which cases of malignant fever and some of our pauper cases are occasionally removed. 

What provision is made by the Board of Guardians for fever cases? — We have four 
infectious wards in the infirmary connected with the workhouse, sufficient to accommodate 
30 cases ; and it is intended to receive into those wards not only cases arising within the 
house, but also out-door cases, to which medical reUef is a£R>rded by the Board of 
Guardians. 

In what manner do you receive directions, as medical officer^ to visit new cases ? — By 
tickets from Ae relieving officer. 

Do you receive directions in any other manner? — No, excepting when I receive directions 
from the Board, when I attend their weekly meetings, which 1 frequently do. In fact, 
I seldom omit a meeting. I may also add, that it is the wish of the guardians that I should 
att^id cases of emergency without any written note, and it is my invariable practice to do 
so ; but in all such cases a written note is aflerwards given by the relieving officer. 

Have you authority to order such articles of food as you may think requisite for the 
health ox the patients? — I have ; and i give such order, by ticket, either to tl^ relieving 
officer or the master of the workhouse, and my orders are always promptly attended to. 

Do you think that the system of administering medical relief in the township of Stock- 
port, under the Board of Guardians, is more or less efficient than the system which pre- 
viously existed ? — I can say confidently that the present system is more efficient ; cases of 
emei^ncy are better attended to. By the present system of keeping medical books, which 
was unknown before, greater pimctuality and vigilance is secured ; and there was not the 
same power formerly of ordering extra articles of food for patients. My whole time at 
present is devoted to attendance upon Union patients. 

In the report of a committee of inquiry into the state of the town, it is stated that the 
surgeon (a medical officer of the Union) expresses strongly, and without hesitation, his 
opinion that two persons were brought to a premature grave by the want of food; are you 
tne medical officer alluded to in that statement ? — I am ; and in consequence of that state- 
ment having been made public at a town's meeting, I was addressed by the clerk of the 
Union, and was required to state whether there had been any neglect in the relieving officer; 
and I then wrote an answer to the clerk, explaining that one of the cases adverted to was 
that of John Frost, who had sickened in consequence of his privations previous to his appli- 
cation for relief, and that, on my mentioning the case to the Board, I was requested to oitier 
what the emergency of the case required ; that the man, notwithstanding, died vrithin a 
week after he had made application. I stated also that the other case was that of Sarah 
Parry, who was attended to by my own hand, through the reUeving officer, 1 having written 
a note to say what she required ; and that I therefore considered that no blame could be 
attached to any individual m either case. I consider, in both cases, the parties sneered in 
Consequence of the privations they endured previous to their applying for relief. 

Did you ask either of those parties why they had not made an earlier application for 
relief? — I did, in the case of Frost, I recollect; but I am not aware that I did in Parry's 
case. 

And what answer did Frost give? — His answer was, that he t^hed to go on as long as 
he could before he made apphcation to the Board. That is a Very commpn reason with 
some of the^ poor. 
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1. F^m what cause do you consider that the unwillingness to make such application ariseft? 

— I ascribe it to a spirit of independence ; and many of them would rather sacriGce all their 
furniture than apply to the parish. This, however, is far from being the case with alL 

Will you specify more particularly the privations which, in your opinion, led to the 

IT" F death of Parry and Frost? — Frost veas a person who had previously gained a livelihood as 

J, BiacktAaWf Esq. ^ jobber for butchers ; and he was thrown out of employment, owing to the general distress 

ss Jan. 104a. of the times. He had a wife and six or seven small children, and I have no doubt that he 

fell ill through deficiency of food and clothing, and depression of mind. 

Were any other members of the family ill at the same time ?— Not any. 

Did you at any time find the family without food ? — No ; but I did not visit them until 
after relief had been afibrded them by the relieving officer; but I wish to state that this was 
not exactly a case of starvation; the man had diseased lungs ; and I do not think that he 
would have recovered under any circumstances; but I have no doubt that his death was 
accelerated by his privations. 

Was any inquest held in Frost's case ? — No ; and I did not consider it necessary. The 
wife itnd the children are now receiving relief from the Union. 

What were the circumstances of Parry's case? — She was the wife of a dresser, and was of 
advanced aee ; she had grown-up children, who were receiving relief at the time ; she was 
living with ner husband, and with some of the grown-up children ; they were all out of 
employment. Parry had been an exceedingly improvident man ; he had been in the habit 
of receiving 2 /. or 3 /. a week in prosperous times, and he had been a very intemperate man ; 
but he had been out of work ever since the stoppage of Lane's Mill, m last August, and 
bad only been partiall^r employed for some time previously. He had sold or pledged the 

S eater part of nis furniture previous to his application for relief. I visited the case about 
e latter end of October. 1 found Sarah Parry sufierin^; from diseased bowels ; and from 
her appearance, which was exceedingly emaciated, and from statements made to me by her 
relatives, I am convinced that her disease had been brought on by the want of food, or by 
the use of improper food. Her husband told me that they had not had a full meal of animal 
food for six months previously, but 1 did not precisely oelieve that at the time when he 
told it to me ; still 1 have no doubt that he had sufiered great privations. 

Do you fed assured that there was no other cause of Sarah Parry's death except want of 
food, or the use of improper food ? — I consider that to have been the exciting cause. I mean 
by the exciting cause, that which brings disease, previously otherwise existing, into 
operation. 

What then was the proximate cause of her death? — ^The proximate cause was diseased 
bowels, with general exhaustion. She was not more than 60 years of age. I remember her 
betnff in more prosperous circumstances. 

Was there any mquest held in this case ? — ^There was not ; and I did not consider it 
necessary to give any information which would lead to the holding of an inquest 

Was the. case properly attended to after application was made to the relieving officer? — 
It was ; and everything which I ordered was suppUed. 

Do you wish to make any other observations on the subject of the distress? — Within the 
last six months, 1 have attended many midwifery cases, where the patients have been 
labouring under most wretched circumstances. Some of them occasionally are without 
beds, that is to say, they have some kind of substitute for a bed, such as flocks, and one or 
two sheets. Their covering was frequently very deficient, sometimes consisting of the 
clothes which they wear in the day, and old pieces of ** wrapping," a coarse material 
similar to a cotton-bag, much used by the poorest people in the district for want of better, 
but frequently they have a bed ticking filled witn flocks. The provision made for the 
infant when bom is exceedingly scanty, indeed, in some cases scarcely enough to cover 
it with. 

^ Is it the practice of the Board of Guardians to grant relief in cases of midwifery, when 
application is made to them? — It is their practice, and they direct me to attend such cases, 
where formerly a woman would hire a midwife for herself, which from the pressure of the 
times she is now unable to afibrd : but in all such cases the parties have been supplied with 
bedding by the Board of Guardians. When I see such cases, I invariably recommend the 
granting l)edding, and bedding is immediately supplied. 



Frrd, Tmkery Esq. 
25 Jan. 1842. 



26 January 1842. 
(7.) — Frederick Tinker, Esq. is Examined ; and deposes, on Oath, as follows: 

Abb you the medical officer of the Hyde District of Stockport Union ? — I am ; I have been 
so since the commencement of the Union, that is, in August 1838. 

Were you long previously in practice as a medical man? — Yes, for several years pre* 
viously. 

Wliat townships does the district include ? — Hyde, Wemeth, Romiley, and Bredbury. 
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beddiDg is deficient^ and the bouses generally more scantily furnished. It also comes within L 

my knowledge from their statements, and from my own observation, that they have less Evidence relating 
animal food than they used to have. I know for certain, that not half of the number of to Distress and 
cattle are killed by the butchers in the township of Hyde as there were 18 months ago. Relief. 

In what manner have you obtained that information? — I called upon Mr. Bostock, the ,". — 

most respectable butcher in Hyde, his customers comprising the higher, the middle, and the ^^ Ttmktr, Esq. 
working classes ; and on asking the question, whether the same amount of animal food was ^^ io4*» 
now consumed by his customers as two years 1^0, he answered, *^ No, not one half so 
much as was consumed 18 months ago, and veal is seldom asked for." 

Did he refer to his books ?-^No, he did not ; but a man of greater veracity does not, I am 
sure, exist. I made similar inquiries from Mr. Eyre, another butcher in Hyde, whose 
busmess lies more particularly among the working people. 1 asked him the same question ; . 
his answer was, '^ Certainly not one half." And he stated further, that at the period of 
Christmas, and the commencement of the new year, he only killed one calf, and was a fort- 
night in disposing of it. The time had been, he said, when he should have had no such 
difficulty. This also agrees with my own observations of the food I found in use on my 
visits to my patients of die working class. 

What have you observed on such occasions ? — In the place of beef or mutton and potatoes, 
I find substituted herring, or a few slices of bacon with the ^tatoes. 

Is wheaten bread much used ? — It is ; but I cannot say 1 have observed any difference 
in respect to that. 

Do your remarks apply generally to the working classes of Hyde, or to only those who 
have been thrown out of employment by the stoppage of mills ? — I find it what I have 
described generally in my visits, and I say it witliout reference to their being in or out of 
employment. 

Do you derive fiom this the conclusion that all those persons are in bad circumstances?— 
By no means ; what I have observed may not always arise from want of employment, or 
from working short time, which is the case with some of them, but may be connected with 
otiier causes. For the last 12 or 18 months, it has taken more of their wages to furnish 
themselves with provisions, which have been dearer within that period ; and the working 
people have not now the same facilities for obtaining credit with the shopkeepers as they 
used to have. Further, the shopkeepers are urgent for the payment of any arrears, from 
a feeling of insecurity. As an instance of the facility which tney have had in obtaining 
credit, it has come to my knowledge that a family who were in what we call '' good gets, 
say 5 /. per week at least, was in debt to one shopkeeper, a general provision-dealer, upmutls 
of 80/. The shopkeeper failed ; the man who owed the 80/. was summoned to the Court 
of Requests, for 5 /., the highest amount which can be recovered by process there ; and I 
believe that an execution was sued out against him. That was about two years ago. 

May it not happen, in some cases, that the inferiority of living which you have observed 
arises from increased care and economy, induced by the alarming circumstances of the time ? 
^-I should say not ; more likely from necessity than from choice ; I have not observed any 
increased economy of late, nor do I think it exists. 

Have not the operatives who are in full employment at Hyde at this time a comparatively 
high standard of comfort? — Many months ago, 1 have no doubt the operatives in Hyde were 
in better circumstances than the workpeople of the surrounding district; there are, however, 
probably not many families all the members of which are now in full employment. 

It must be considered that these families pay a high rent for dieir cottaees, when they are 
living under their masters ; paying, in fact, more than they would pay under other landlords 
for cottages equally convenient. Some of the employers also raise coal, with which their 
tenants are supplied, and which they are required to purchase, and payment is stopped once 
a fortnight out of their wages. 

Have you remarked any difference in regard to the health of the working classes recently? 
— I have not remarked any difference in that respect, further than that on the slightest ail- 
ment application is frequently made for a certificate, in order that they may obtam weekly 
pay from some sick cluo. 

Do you know whether any of the working classes m Hyde have been driven to the neces- 
sity of pawning any of their effects ? — I do. There is only one pawnbroker's shop in Hyde, 
and he commenced business in August last : an attempt was made to establish one about 
three years ago, but after a trial of a few months it was given up. With the one now 
established it is otherwise : I know that since August last his number of pledges are not 
fewer than 5,000. I have obtained that information personally from the owner of the shop ; 
and on passing through his rooms, I was much grieved to see the immense collection of 
articles of clotning, bedding, and other things essential to comfort. He is a young man, who 
learned his business at Manchester ; he says he feels certain that his customers in Hyde are 
not persons in the habit of pledging, and it is of not uncommon occurrence for the persons 
applying to fall down, and for him to procure water to recover them from faintii^. His 
expression was, that it was a matter of '^ daily occurrence.'' He showed me his books, and 
from that I am enabled to give the statement which I have made as to the number of 
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extremity ^hich would lead them either to a pawn-shop or to make applicftticm Ux 
parochial relief. 

What is your opinion of the working classes in your district, as regards their habits d[ 
foresight and economy, and in regard to such provision as they make against poyerty, dd 
age, sickness or death ?— They appear to me to make little provision against poverty, and do 
not economise or lay by their eanungs to that end ; there is no saving bank in the district; 
there have been some building clubs, in which some of them have mvested their eamings, 
but by the circumstance of not being able to pay up their monthly calls, they hare either 
been entirely shut out from the benefit of such mvestment, or have been oblige to dispose c^ 
their shares at an immense pecuniary sacrifice, arising not only from their difficulties but from 
the general depreciation or such property. 

As regards a provision a^inst the infirmities incident to old age, and also as against sick* 
ness, those who can afford it, as most of them in good times can, become members of some 
sick club, such as Odd Fellows, Druids, Foresters, 8ic., which affords them a certun weekly 
sum in case of sickness of the subscriber, or in case of his being prevented by the infirmitiea 
incident to old age from following his usual employment. I am in the habt of frequently 
granting certificates addressed to the stewards of the clubs; and in die cases of old peoide, 
m which I have been enabled to certify that they are prevented by the infirmities incident 
to old age from following their usual employment, I have never known the weekly pay 
refiised. It seldom occurs, however, that there is not in such cases some such disoraa* as 
asthma, disease of the bladder, chronic rheumatism, or some disease peculiarly incidental to 
old age ; but 1 more frequently ^nt certificates to old people without specifying any dis- 
tinct disorder. After a certain time, the full allowance is reduced to one^ialf; but it is 
never wholly taken off so long as I am enabled to grant such a certificate, whicb requires 
continued renewal. 

With regard to the provision against the occurrence of death, that is the most conunon 
of all, for the purpose chiefly of providing for the funeral expenses. They enter what are 
called burial clubs, from which tney are ^owed, according to the age of the deceased,, frran 
2 U \0s. to, perhaps, 4/. or 6/.; the subscription being usually the sum of \d. weekly for 
each member of the family. Most of those who are not carefiij enough, or who have not 
in their power to subscribe to a sick club, belong to the burial clubs, or penny clubs, and 
there are comparatively few who belong to neither. 



P. E. Mmrsland^ 

Esq. 

2 Feb. i842« 



2 February 1842. 

(8.) — Peter Edward Marsland, Esq. is Examined^ and d^)06es,^ on Oath, as fi>llows : 

Are you one of the Justices of the Peace acting for the borough of Stockport ? — I am; 
and I likewise act for the counties of Lancashire and Cheshire. 

Is there not much difficulty at present in the collection of rates within die borough of 
Stockport ? — ^There is ; and many houses are empty ; some of the tenants have emigrated, some 
have been removed to their own parishes by tne Board of Guardians, some have zone of 
their own accord into other parts of Englana ; and many families have given up their sepa- 
rate houses, -and have joined together in the occupation of one dwelling. There are some 
instances reported to me by the collector of four families dwelling in the same house. This 
untenanted property occasions a loss to the poor-rates in two different ways ; in the first 
place, there is tne loss of the rate itself which would have been levied on those houses ; and 
m the next place, the rent of other similar property is lowered, and a reduction is immedi- 
ately claimed in its assessment, which of course occasions a continual decrease in each 
succeeding rate. There is another cause of the difficulty in the collection of the rates. 
Owing to the great distress, tenants are constantly changing their houses in order to avoid 
paying both rates and rent. For this purpose they frequently leave their houses at night, 
removing their fiimiture with them. This is such a common practice that there is a particu- 
lar expression for it, called '* Moonlight flits ". On account of the smallness of the debt, it 
is scarcely worth the landlord's while to make a search for them. The landlord must have 
a warrant to seize goods, and the expense of the warrant alone is. an effectual bar in such 
cases. These *' flitteHs, '' as they are called, of course pay no rates. There is another and 
that the largest class of cases, in which de&ult arises in the collection of the rates from the 
poverty of tne parties, who are unable to pay any rates at all. 

Are such parties frequently excused by the magistrates ? — ^They are so, in cases where 
sufficient proof of poverty is offered to us, and the overseers consent to their being excused. 

Have the magistrates laid down any fixed principle as to what would constitute, in their 
opinion, a proof of poverty ? — I cannot say that they have; their practice formerly was more 
uniform than it is at present. They used not to excuse any one of an assessment above 
85. and which would be equal to a 4Z. rent per annum. Now, however, we are obliged to 
make exceptions ; some of those who live in cottaees of a higher assessment being so much 
in arrears of renl^ are as badly off as the rest. Alan^ such are accordingly now excused. 

Are the magistrates now much occupied in heanng summonses for poor-rates ? — Yes, 
sometimes one set of magistrates will sit at 12, and another set at four in the same day ; 
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In excusing parties from the poor-ratesi do you make any distinction betwe^i those who 
belong to the township, and those who belong to other parishes ? — ^There has not hitherto 
been any decided difference, but matters are now amved at sueh a point through the 
increase of rates that it has become a serious question with the overseers whether parties 
belonging to out-townships should be excused at all or whether tbey should not be sold up 
for the rates, and thus be obliged to apply to the Board of Ouardians, who would then 
immediately remove them. The question, in the minds of the overseers, depends upon whe- 
ther employment is Ukely to revive in a short time. If an improvement of trade could be 
expected within a reasonably short period, it would be a matter of doubtful policy to take 
any step which might lead to their remoi^ of parties belonging to out-townships. If, on 
the other hand, the present depression continues, their remammg in the borough only makes 
matters worse; they tend to deprive the people belonging to the township of a certain 
quantity of the employment which might otherwise be provided for them. A great number 
of those who apply to be excused belong to out-townships ; if none such were to be excused^ 
it would occasion the removal of very many parties who do not now apply for relief to the 
Board of Guardians. 

Do your observations on the difficulty of collecting rates apply to Heaton Norris and 
Brinnington as well as the township of Stockport ? — They appW to the whole of the borough, 
which includea parts of those townships, and also parts of^ Cheadle Bulkeley and Cheadle 
Moseley ; and when it is considered mat the Board of Ouardians, through the distress of 
the times^ are requiring for the relief of the poor more than double the amount of money 
which was formerly levied^ while at the same time only one half of the former rate^yers in 
the borou^ are able to pay their rates, it will be seen how heavy the presaore is on the 
lemainden 
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29 January 1842. 
(9.) — Mr. Sanmd Howard Chtetham is Examined, and deposes^ on Oath^aa foUows ; 

A as you overseer of the poor of the township of Heaton Norris ? — I am so, for the pre- 
sent year, and was overseer also for the year preceding. 

How came you to be overseer for two years in succession I' — I could not get out of office 
at Easter last, on account of the state of our funds ; we were in debt at that time both to 
the guardians and for the county rates. I continued therefore in office, in order, if possiUe, 
to make matters straight. It is customiury with us, under such circumstances, for one at 
least of the former overseers to continue in office for the next year, so as to enable him to 
pay the debts incurred under his authority, and which remain unpaid far the preceding 
year. There was another reason for my staying in office, which was a dispute we have had 
with the high constable, on the subject of the county rate, which is not jt^, settled. 

Have you had any difficulty in the collection of poor-rates in Heaton Norris during your 
two years of office 1 — We have had difficulty both years ; but in the year ended March 1841, 
the difficulty was caused in some degree by the inefficiency of our collector, who was dia- 
missed in September last, and our present collector has only been in office since that time. 

The generally distressed state of the township has also prevented the rates being duly 
collected ; that is so chiefly in regard to the operatives who are thrown out of employmeci 
by the stoppage of the mills ; from the shopkeepers and other rate-payers we compel pay^ 
ment. We have had to summon shopkeepers, and to sue out warrants of distress i^ainst 
some of them ; they have, when summoned, pleaded poverty in excuse for non«payinent^ 
but the magistrates have not excused shopkeepers on tnat ground. 

Have the magistrates excused many operatives ? — A great many ; where they do not 
wholly excuse, they frequently give so long a time for payment, that it amounts to the same 
thing ; for parties in arrear with their rales frequently remove to avoid payment. 

Do any of the owners of cottages make composition for the poor-oates? — Between 700 
and 800 of the smaller tenements in our rate-book are compounded for by the owners ; 
the whole number of tenements assessed being about 8,600. 

What rate do you allow to those who compound ? — We allow one-third. 

What is the class of tenements .for which you allow composition ? — We allow composition 
for all dwelling-houses under the yearly value of 10/. 

Have you derived advantage from that plan under the present circumstances ? — Undoubt- 
edly ; and we should be very glad if .we could compel all the owners of cottage property ta 
compound. It would facilitate the collection of rates very considerably. 

Do you know the proportion of rate-payers in Heaton Norris, who are excused from 
paying rates \ — ^I'he number of those who are either excused, or from whom no rates are 
collected on account of their poverty, is about 1,000. 

Are we to understand by this answer that there are any parties in the borough not regularly 
excused by the magistrates, from whom nevertheless you collect no rates ? — We almost 
always summon rate-payers before their rates are excused by the magistrates, and the 
expense of each summons is Is. But in these times, if we were to summon all parties 
unable to pay the rates due from them, this would materially add to the general burdens of 
the rate-payei*9. 

How many empty houses are there in Heaton Norris at this time ? — About 700, out of 
nearly 3,600 ; and taking into consideration that between 700 and 800 are compounded for 
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by the owners, and about 1,000 are excused, I calculate that the burden of the rates foils 
upon not more than 1,000 persons. 

Have your assessments undergone much alteration recently ? — Previously to the Paro- 
chial Assessments Act, we were assessed at two-fifths of the rack-rent ; now we are in many 
instances assessed to the full rack-rent, but, generally speaking, just a shade below. Per- 
sons are applying frequently to me to have their assessments altered, on account of the 
depreciation of property. 

tiaye you formed any estimate of the proportion per cent, in which property is depreciated ? 
— I have not formed any such estimate which would apply generally. I am an owner of 
cottage property myself, and I should say, since 1836, we have reduced the rents of such 
property 20 per cent. 

Are you owner of other property in the borough and neighbourhood ? — Myself and 
brother are owners of mill property in Stockport, which we let to tenants ; we work the 
engines, and let the use of the power, alon^ with the rooms, to numerous tenants : for 
example, in one mill, called the Lower Carr Mill, we have a eo-horse power engine, and we 
let the rooms of the several buildings to about eight tenants. The Church-gate Factory, 
worked at this time by 20-horse power, is occupied by about 16 tenants. 

What processes are carried on in those mills ?—Cardingy slubbering, making candle- 
wick, bobbin turning, indigo grinding, shuttle making, cotton wadding, and a coarse kind of 
work, made of cotton waste, for Bolton quilts and for carpetings. 

Does the machinery in those mills oelong to you or the tenants ? — ^To the tenants, 
invariably* 

Is property of this description depreciated ? — Very considerably ; we have one mill for 
that kina of work now standing for want of tenants, of about 20-horse power (the Lower 
- Carr Mill) ; and a mill for finer purposes, of 35-horse power also standing. On the whole, 
we have about 60 difierent tenants, to whom we let what we call '^ turning.'' If any per- 
Boa would take the factories, and undertake to keep them in condition, we should let tnem 
for c<»isiderably less than the amount of assessment in the parochial books. We have 
advertised the Higher Carr Mill, for which Mr. Jesse Howara paid 300/. per annum for 
upwards of 21 years, for 200 /. ; that is our asking-price, and we should feel thankful for 
a good tenant at even a less sum. 

• Have many of your tenants failed in business ? — Several of them have ; and many of them 
have given up portions of their turning; for example, some who had three engines, that is 
common carcUng eng^ines, have dropped to two, ana some who had two have dropped to one. 
They frequenUy retain the engines in the room, but do not use them, avoiding tnereby the 
expense of the ** turning," that is, applying the power to them. Each common engine will 
empdoy about five persons, that is to say, one man and four young hands ; but those having 
two or three engines, can do with a less proportion of hands to each engine. A person who 
has one engme alone will firequently employ no hands but from his own family. They are 
ihus enabled to compete with others in the market, who employ the labour of other hands 
for wages. We have some tenants who have been in the same buildings, working on this 
small scale, for upwards of 40 years. 

Have you been engaged in trade yourself? — I have had an interest in the trade. From 
1882 to 1836, I had money engaged in the cotton business; but in 1836 we thought it 
prudent to sell out and discontinue it 

What were the circumstances which made you think it prudent to sell out at that time? 
«^I saw in the country generally that large joint stock companies of all descriptions were 
springing up, some of them banking companies, others mere speculating companies, which 
issued prospectuses representing themselves as having, what I deemed, a greater amount of 
capital than there was circulating medium in the country. I felt convinced that such a state 
of thincs could not exist long, and would be sure to produce a panic or a revulsion, as I 
knew that there had been a similar state of thines in 1826 and 1826 ; however, I did not 
expect that the revulsion would be so severe, or mat it would last so long. Another reason 
which induced me to sell out was, that many of the cotton estabUshments were on such an 
immense scale, that I did not think it possible for persons with small capital to compete 
against them, They undersold us even when times were prosperous, and when we made a 
very fair profit ; and I was apprehensive for the future. 



Mr. O. AiUfisoff. 
s6 Jan. 1843. 



26 January 1842. 

(10.) — Mr. George Atkinson is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows: 

Ark you a collector of poor-rates for the township of Stockport? — I am so for one district 
of that township, and was appointed to that situation in May 1836 ; it is called the second 
district, and comprises the part of the town most inhabited by the working classes. There 
is another collector ibr the other district of the township, who was appointed about five 
months since. I am the senior officer, and I am also assistant overseer. 

How may rates in the year, and of what amount, have the overseers usually laid since, 
your appointment? — If you please, I will hand you a written statement of all tne rates we 
have had since that time. 

Will you include in that statement all thfs rates laid since 25th March 1831 ? — 1 will. 

Township 
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Township of Si(ocJ^rf.->Poor's-Rate Retora from 19 October 1836 to November 1841. 





Amount 








Total Amount 


Amount 




Amount 


When granted. 


in the 


Rateable Vtloe. 


Bate. 


Anetrtdue, 


tobe 


actually 


Present Aivein. 


or 




Pound. 








Collectad. 


Collected. 




legiByEicuMd. 




t, d. 


£. «. a. 


i. f. d. 


£. f. a. 


£. i. d. 


£. i. d. 


£. $. d. 


£. i. d. 


19 Oct. . 18S6 


I 8 


05,875 5 - 


4,085 19 -^1 


810 19 Oi 


4,890 18 7 


8,745 1 -J 


494 15 lOi 


057 11 8i 


1 July - 1887 


1 9 


00,015 5 - 


5,770 8i 


494 5 10} 


0,270 11 Oi 


4,745 12 Oi 


048 4 - 


870 15 - 


19 Mtj . 1888 


- 


00,007 15 - 


1,051 18 10} 


048 4 - 


2,299 17 10} 


1,810 1 4i 


700 5 8} 


289 10 9i 


10 Oct. - 1888 


2 - 


00,008 5 «- 


0,009 12 


700 5 8i 


7«809 18 2} 


4,787 Hi 


772 18 -} 


1,749 18 2 i 


9 Nor.. 1889 


1 


05,950 15 - 


4,940 1} 


772 18 -f 


5,717 19 1 i 


8J45 8 21 


1,289 1 8} 


1,238 9 7 


S9JiUy- 1840 


2 - 


05,515 


0^51 10 - 


1,289 1 OJ 


7,790 17 Oi 


4,440 15 10 


IJSiB 8 0) 


1.495 7 If 


10 Feb. - 1841 


1 - 


04,527 5 - 


8,220 7 - 


1,848 8 5| 


5,074 15 5 i 


1327 51 


2,640 4 1 


591 4 11 


10 June- 1841 


1 - 


08,184 - - 


8,159 4 - 


2,040 4 1 


5,805 8 1 


2,195 8 5 


2,494 9 8i 


1,115 9 10} 


4 Nov. . 1841 


f - 


This rate not mi 


denp. 













There are fnimmoned up to this date 1,960; out of these, 1,134 are remitted, and to dear the rate there 
must be about 1,000 more summoned. 



S February 1842. 



Gtorae AtUntom. 
Mark Price. 



How many rates have you had laid since S6th March last? — We have had two rates ; 
a 1 f. rate, laid on the 16tn June, and a 2«. rate, laid on the 4th November last. We had 
this year one of the overseers of the preceding year re-appointed, Mr. Adamson; he was re- 
appointed on account of the debts that were owing by the overseers at the 26th March 
1841 ; the debt owing by the overseers at the close of that year was nearly 2,000^ 

How came that debt to be incurred ? — ^When the overseers were first appointed, they ap- 
plied to me for an estimate of their probable liabilities for their yeax of office, and I made 
that estimate cm a calculation of the expense of former years. They afterwards found that 
the demands of the Board of Guardians exceed^ the 'estimate; the county rate also ex- 
ceeded the estimate. 

Were the rates which were laid in the year ended March 1841 fully collected? — ^The rate 
of l5., laid February 1841, was laid so, snortly before the 26th March, that no great propor- 
tion of it could be collected before the overseers' accounts were made up ; there was also a 
considerable arrear on a 2«. rate which had been laid 20th July 1840. There were a great 
number of persons out of employment at that time who could not pay their rates. 

Were any summonses issued by the overseers ? — There were many summoned, I think 
600 or 600 ; the arrears on that rate have not yet been all paid up. 

Are there any collectable arrears still due upon any rates made previously to June 1841 ? 
— ^There are some arrears yet due upon former rates ; but I do not consider them collectable. 
They have not been excused by the magistrates ; but we are summoning all parties in 
arrear before the magistrates, at the rate of 100 summonses daily, and the arrears above 
spoken of as due upon rates laid previously to June 1841 will probably be excused. 

Have you arrears also due upon the rates respectively obtained m February and June 
last? — ^Wehave, a great number. The operatives about that period were, a great many 
of them, working short time, and we thought that by lettine them alone then, we should 
have a more favourable opportunity for summoning them when they were in better cir- 
cumstances. 

How many summonses do you expect you shall have to take out for those arrears in Ae 
whole ? — From 2,000 to 3,000, certainly. 

How many have you summoned altogether since the last rate came out?— About 600 
or 700. 

Have those summonses led to any warrants of distress? — We have about 30 out now ; 
but a great many out of the number summoned have been excused. 

Have many of that number paid ? — Some have ; but most have been remitted. 

How are you ^ing on with the collection of the rate granted 4th November last ? — Those 
who have any visible property we are compelling to pay ; we 'find great difficulty in collect- 
ing in every part of the town. I know or a truth that many of the better rate-payers, such 
as shopkeepers, are paying rates out of their capital, and not out of their profits. 

How do you know that f— I know it firom private conversation I have had with them, and 
fiN>m the state of the trade in the town. 

Wbat have they said to ^ou? — ^When they have paid their rate, thev have said they had 
not taken that much in their shop for a week past. Some have said^ when I have been 
pressing them, ** We have nothing in the till, although there are things in the shop." 
Others nave said, *^ We are not takmg as much" ; and some, ** We have not taken a penny 
this day/' I have judged, from these and various expressions of a similar nature, that such 
persons were paying their rates out of their capital. 

Have you found any difficulty in collecting the rates firom other classes of rate-payers?— 
158C L 4 A mill- 
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I. ^ A mill*owner said to me the other day, I should very soon not be able to get the rates from 

Evid^ce relating the mills ; but at present I have no difficulty in regard to the highest class of rate-payers. 

to Distress and Have you not aifficultv in collecting the rates from the operatives ? — We are obliged to 

*^^^^ * be stricter now in compelling payment of th^ rates than at former periods, and do not call so 

M G j4iki often as we used to do before taking out a summons. Many of the operatives have paid us 

26 J^ iSaST* ^^^^ rates, when they were in great want of the money for other purposes, while on the 

' other hand, persons more able to pay have taken advantage of the general distress to hold 

back their rates. The increased number of rates makes it impossible for us to call so often 

upon the rate-payers as we used to do. It has been the custom of the town for many years 

past, for the collector of the poor-rates to call upon all the rate-payers who had not paid the 

mst or former rates, once a fortnight; and we nave had great difficulty in breaking through 

that culstom, but it has become quite necessary to break through it under the present cir- 

cumstakices. 

Are not most of the parties Summoned of the operative clas6 ?— They are chiefly opera- 
tives and small shopkeepers. We can get nothing out of them when they are summoned ; 
we ure obUged to excuse them ; we caxinot make tnem pay. 

What is the course adopted for excusing petrsons from paymentof their rates ? — We are 
required by the magistrates to furnish a full statement of the number in each family, and 
the amount of their earnings ; the parties are summoned to appear, and we attend with 
that statement for the information of the magistrates. The overseers attend also, and 
recommend the magistrates to excuse in certain cases, 6n the authority of our statement. 
Sometimes the overseers themselves prepare those statements, after visiting the parties. 

When do you expect to have another rate out ? — In about a month ; we are now prepar- 
ing it. 

Can you obtain for us a statement of the number of houses now empty in Stockport ? — I 
can, by referring to the present rate, in which the houses now empty have been recently 
marked. 

Can you make a similar iaccotint of the houses which were empty this time last year ?-^ 
No, I cannot do that, nor do I see how it can be obtained. This year we have marked the 
books carefully, in consequence of Mr. Mott having said that he should want such a list. 
It has not been done in former years, nor would the rate-books show correctly the number 
of empty houses at any particular point of time. 

In calling on the rate-payers, have you observed anything in regard to the condition of 
the poorer classes ? — ^There is a very great amount of aistress ; they are very much short of 

r revisions. I know they are in the habit of pledging and selling a great many articles ; 
find people who were never before behindhand in their rates, in that state of distress. I 
have in some cases received the rates, on demanding them, from persons in the circum- 
stances which I have described.' I believe that in sdme cases they have pledged or sold 
their furniture tn order to pay me the rates. 

Would not such cai^es as those you have last mentioned be proper ones to brmg before 
the magistrates, for the purpose of being excused, on the recommendation of the overseers? 
• — ^They would be so ; but rather than be summoned before the magistrates, which might 
lead to their bdbg excused, although they do not know it, they will make every exertion in 
their power to pay the rates, and to escape being summoned. 

Have you been stricter in compelling payment of the rate^ from persons who had their 
settlements in other parishes, than from those who have settlements in Stockport ?-^No, we 
have not; we have remitted in such cases, when necessary, as readily as in the cases of 
our own poor^ 

Have any alterations occurred in the rateable value of the property assessed to the poor- 
rates since your appointment in 1836?— I find, by reference to the previous rate-books, that 
the rateable value up to that time was on the increase ; since that time it has decreased on 
the whole to the amount of about 1,600 Z. We have been obliged to introduce alterations 
of the rateable value in many individual cases, otherwise we should have the rateable value 
exceeding the actual rental ; this has chiefly occurred in regard to cottage property. There 
has been a depreciation of all kinds of property ; but many occupiers^ mcluding all the 
occupiers of mills, have not claimed the reduction. The occupiers of smaller tenements^ 
particularly the cottages, finding from our papers, that the value on which they are rated 
exceeds the actual rent they are paying, have applied to us in a great number of cases. It 
must be observed, that notwithstanding this reduction of the total amount of the rateable 
value, there have been new buildings introduced into each succeeding rate up to the pre- 
sent time, chiefly cottages ; but the number of such additions has greaUy fallen off. 

The number of assessments in 1831 appears to have been 5,823, and in 1836 the 
number had increased to 7^370 ; what was the cause of that gr^ increase ? — When I 
came into office in 1836, I had to assess a great deal of property which had not previously 
been rated in the books. 

Was that all new property? — It was not all new property; some of it had been pre- 
viously omitted from the books. Our last general assessment was in 1817. Again, double 
houses had been entered in the books as single ones ; this, together with the new buildings^ 
accounts for the great increase of the number of tenements. 
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(11.)— The Rev. John Waddington is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : Evidence relating 

to Distress and 
Were you secretary of the committee appointed to inquire into the state of the poor and ReUef. 

unemployed in the borough of Stockport, and to suggest means for their relief?— ^ — 

^hen was that committee appointed ?— In October last, at a public meeting of the inha- J^^ Waddi^g^on. 
bitants, called by requisition to the mayor, and held at the court-house. ^^ •'®"- ^^^''• 

Were you present at that meeting?— No, I was not; from the circumstance of it being 
held just before the election of the members of the town council, though I fully concurred 
in the avowed object of the meeting, I declined to attend. 

What was your reason for declining to attend ?'-I have not been in the habit of attending 
political meetmgs of any kind, and I Siought that the meeting might have a political bias. 

What were the circumstances then which led to your becoming the secretary of the com- 
mittee appointed by that meeting? — A resolution was passed at tne public meeting request- 
ing certain gentlemen in the borough to act as a committee of inquiry ; afterwards, when 
the election of the town council was over, I received a circular inviting me to meet them ; 
I then felt free to act, and, at their unanimous request, I consented to discharge the duties 
of secretary. j . • • 

Is that the report which was drawn up by that committee ? — It was ; and it is signed by 
myself and the Rev. W. Smith, who was appointed with me as a member of a sub- 
committee, to examine Ae documents on which that report was founded. 



REPORT of the Committee, appointed by a Public Meeting of Inhabitants, to inquire 
into the Numbers and State of the Poor and Unemployed in the Borough of Stockport, 
and to suggest Means for their Relief. 

The first act of the committee was to endeavour to secure the co-operation of all persons 
who were likely, from their station, profession, or employment, to possess peculiar means of 
aiding in the important inquiry witii which the comimttee had been intrusted. At their first 
meeting it was unanimously resolved that every minister of religion in the borough should 
be considered ex-officio a member of the committee, and that circulars be addressea to each 
of them, soliciting their attendance and aid ; a number of the leading medical practitioners 
of the town were also placed upon the committee, and their attendance solicited. 

The committee regret to say that their efforts to secure general co-operation have not been 
successful, very few of the parties thus solicited having favoured the committee with their 
presence ; the consequence has been, that this inquiry assumed a more restricted character 
than was at all to be desired. The members of the committee who have acted, have, how- 
ever, with the most guarded care avoided giving to its operation a political or religious bias; 
if their proceedings nave assumed either character, they owe it to the absence of parties 
whose presence was most anxiously solicited. 

The object of the committee being to collect information which might serve as a guide for 
both public and private benevolence, they resolved that the best course to pursue would be 
to institute a minute and searching statistical inquiry into the actual state of every family 
and inhabitant in circumstances of apparent distress. For this purpose the town was 
divided into a number of districts, which for the sake of convenience were adopted firom the 
returns of the late '^ Census of the Population," and for a like reason the enumerators 
under that measure were solicited to act as visitors of their respective districts. It is an act 
of willing justice to mention, that many of these persons readily undertook this arduous 
task, and gratuitously discharged it with ability and perseverance, and at the cost of an 
amount of time and labour which would have been expensive and difficult for the committee 
to have otherwise provided for. A few disappointments were met with, and a few districts 
remained unprovided for, which the committee were obliged to supply by engaging paid 
visitors. 

The visitors were each furnished with a schedule of questions, and a card containing the 
following directions : 

1. Each visitor will call at every house in his district in which there is the least probabi- 
lity that distress exists, and state that the object of his visit is to obtain correct information 
respecting the nature and extent of the destitution and want of employment at present in the 
borough. 

2. He will then ask whether the occupiers have any objection to give a statement of their 
own circumstances or those of their fiunilies. , 

3. If they consent, he will then propose the questions in the schedule, and carefully note 
the answers given. 

The schedules contained the following interrogatories : . 

1. Number of houses in the district. 

2. Number of houses visited. 

3. Number of empty houses. 

4. Names of heads of families, and of persons of age to work. 
6. If married. 

6. Number of family. 

7. Number of family under ten years of age. 

8. Occupation. 

158. M 0. Full 
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I. 0. Full work earnings. 

Evidepcii relttiag lo. Present earnings. 

to Dwtrtts and n^ Days employed per week. 

^^^^* 12. How long unemployed. 

P 13. Assigned cause of want of work. 

JW. ^dv,gton. ]i' J"" work wages in 1836 

aO Jan. 1842. ^^- Amount of parochial relief. 

16. Settlement of beads of families. 

17. Occasional remarks. 

It must be obvious, from an inspection of these questions, that not only will the inqnky 
be of great importance to the political economist, but also a valuable guide to the judicioas 
exercise of private charity. Tne committee are anxious that it should be made arailable tof 
these purposes, and have deposited the schedules in the office of the registrar of the district, 
for the use of all who may be desirous of availing themselves, for benevolent purposes, of the 
information they contain. They cannot, of course, guarantee that the reports of the 
visitors are altogether free from error or exaggeration, but they have good reason to believe 
that they are exempt irom glaring faults, and will be found as accurate as could possibly be 
expected, or reasonably desired. 

The following analysis, embodying the general information contained in the inquiry in 
one view, and m a more available form, has been carefully compiled from the visitors* 
schedules : 

Analysis of Schedules of the Visitors of the Stockport Distress Committee. 

Numbers of houses in districts ------ 7,403 

— empty in ditto . - . - - 1,917 

— not visited in ditto ----- 2,52l 

— visited in ditto ----- 2,965 
Total number of persons in houses visited - - - - 15,823 
Total number of persons in houses, of age to work - - 8,216 
Total number of women and children not workers - - - 7,608 

Fully employed— Trades - - - - -. 194 

— Factory operatives - - - 1,010 

1,204 

Not fully employed — ^Trades - - - - 431 

— " Factory operatives - - 2^385 

2,866 

Wholly unemployed — ^Trades - - - . 713 

— Factory operatives - - 3,432 

4,146 

£» s. d. 
Average wages per week of adult operatives, in 1836 - - - - 16 6 ^ 

In 1841 - ".-." - -. "1^ ^^i 

Amount of parochial relief per week received by the persons visited 44 18 - 
Average income per head per week of the persons included in visi- 
tors schedules - - • - - - - - - -14| 

Average wages per head per week of all classes and ages of workers 

fully employed, number being 1,204 - - - - - -764 

Ditto, not fully employed, number being 2,866 - - - - -47J 

Ditto, wholly unemployed, number being 4,148 - - - - nil. 

•C? Supposing parochial relief to be given only to the unemployed workers, the amount per 
head among tnat class, the number being 4,148, gives an average of 2 J rf. per he«ul per week, 
and this is their only apparent means of support. 

Note, — ^The above averages are struck only for the workers: it is evident, rom an inspec- 
tion of the above return, that if the women and children dependent upon this class be 
included, the averages must be taken at one-half of the amounts above stated. 

Settlement of Families as ascertained from the Persons visited. 

Stockport ..--. 1,316 

Other manufacturing districts ------ 697 

Agricultural districts -----.--- 1,160 



Of the Settlements in Agricultural Districts. 
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In the fulfilment of the important trust reposed in them, the committee felt it to be neoas- 
sary to institute a general inquiry into the state of the borough during the past five or six 
years, in order to ascertain how far the present distress may be wisely attributed to incidental 
pauses of merely partial and temporary operation. As the result of this investigation, they 
arrive at the painful conviction, that all interests (without exception) in the town have 
si^ered a gradual decline, and that its commercial strength and importance is reduced at 
least one third since 1836. 

The increase m the population of Stockport, as shown by the recent census, is more than 
6 per cent, less than it was found to be m the census of 1831. The rate of progress in 
Heaton Norris (immediately adjoining) is 30 per cent. less. 

Since the year 1836 more than half die master manufacturers and spinners have failed. 
This hst contains 29 firms including upwards of 40 partners. The machinery of 17 mills 
was sold by auction, that, of four mills was disixwed of by private contract, and eight 
concerns effected a composition. The manu&cturing power in the borough is estimated at 
3,117 horses, though this calculation does not include some mills in the vicinity closely con- 
nected with Stockport. 

At the mills entirely closed, the power stand'mg still is 1,040 horses, and at seven other 
mills the power not at work is 285 norses, so that one-third of the machinery is thrown out 
of use. 

The number of operatives compelled to seek parochial relief has in consequence greatly 
increased, and is still augmenting. The estimates made by the overseers of the poor of the 
amount of money requisite to meet the demands of last year, was exceeded by 2,192/., and 
they were compelled to remain in office another twelvemonth, because of the heavy arrears, 
which no successors would undertake to meet. ITie rates, however, were this year doubled ; 
but notwithstanding this, it is impossible to collect sufficient to meet the current expendi- 
ture, and as small as the relief affi)rded is, in comparison to those who receive it for the bare 
preservation of existence, it is more than the resources of the rate-payers, if unaided, will 
continue to afford. 

The testimony of the faculty afibrds the most painful proof that general disease follows 
rapidly in the train of want. The number of patients in the district of one of the medical 
officers of the union has increased one-fourth in three months, and he states the probability 
of an alarming addition to his list, as the progress of the winter may affect the constitution 
already impaired by physical privations and their attendant mental suffering. Two cases are 
mentioned in particular, in which the surgeon expresses strongly, and without hesitation, his 
opinion, that tiiey were brought to a premature ^ve by the want of food. 

No fact, in the view of the committee, more directly tends to show the bitter extremities to 
which the poor have been reduced, than the number of tenantless dwellings in the borough, 
and the constant applications made by the poor for orders of removal to distant parishes. 

Notwithstanding their strong reluctance to break up their houses, once the scene of 
plenty and of comfort, and to sever themselves from their relative connexions and local 
friendships, hundreds have been driven away to avoid death in its most terrible form. 
Within tne last four months 200 persons have been compelled to cast themselves on their 
parishes, in many instances spirit-oroken and evidently marked for the grave. 

The visitors appointed by tne committee have brought to light scenes of misery, over which 
humanity may well shudder, and too harrowing for recital. In more than one instance the 
severest extremity of maternal anguish has been endured in dwellings destitute of fuel, of 
food, or of an article of furniture or clothing fit for the accommodation of any human 
being. 

With respect to the prevculing disposition of the poor, it is with peculiar emotions that 
the committee bear their testimony to the existence of examples of meekness and fortitude 
amongst the hapless sufferers, that would do honour to any country or to any age. At the 
same time it should not be concealed that hundreds cherish a burning sense of wrong, and 
while they are becoming reckless of a life which is but a state of protracted misery, breathe 
sentiments, which, without the special guardianship of Providence, must lead to excesses all 
would deprecate and deplore. 

As to the cause of distress, the committee deem it unnecessary to specify in det^l that 
which is so notorious ; no doubt in many cases the wretchedness of the poor is increased 
by habits of vice and intemperance ; but the grand temporal evil from which they suffer is 
the want of employment, arising from the limitation of the demand for the products of 
British skill and industry. 

It would be gratifying to the committee if, at the dose of their laborious investigation, 
all parties in the borough should consent to a sacred truce, in order to combine their 
efforts to afford at least a partial and temporary relief to the miseries of their fellow-towns- 
men; the case is one in which they are justified in making their earnest appeal to every 
friend of suffering humanity in the British empire. 

The committee would, however, ill discharge their duty if they did not put on record 
their solemn conviction, that no temporary expedient, whether that of charitable subscrip- 
tion, the removal of the poor to the agricultural districts, or emigration, will reach the core 
of the social evil which is wasting the strength of the community. Without the removal of 
the present grievous restrictions on trade, the tide of ruin must accumulate. In conclusion, 
they commend the case of their perishing countrymen to the special care of a righteous 
Providence, and would earnestly entreat all who are concerned for the maintenance of order 
and the return of commercial prosperity, to exert themselves with prudence and energy to 

158. M 2 secure 
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to Distress and 

Relief. 

Rev. 

John Wudding/tm^ 

26 Jan. iS4S, 
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I, secure the prompt and effective interposition of the Legislature, before the opportunity of 

Evidence relating restoration be lost for ever, 
to Distress and John Waddingtan. 

Relief. 24 December 1841. William Smith. 



Rev. 

John Waddingtim. 

26 Jan. 1642. 



P. S. — It is peculiarly gratifying to have to state, that the labours of the committee of 
inquir]^ have b^n attended witn results which more than recompense them for the anxiety 
and toil which were necessary to bring their inquiries to a satisfactory conclusion. During 
the progress of the work, the committee received a communication from T. Ashworth, esq., 
inviting their assistance in the distribution of 100 tons of coals, the donation of Lord 
Vernon to the poor of Stockport. On forwarding the substance of the above report to the 
secretary of the Manufacturers' Relief Fund in London, a return of post placed at the dis- 
posal of the committee the mimificent sum of 500 L Such also was the impression made 
upon the public, by the casual information respecting the state of the borough that from 
time to time trans{)ired during the progress of the above inquiry, that a public meeting, 
called by the committee, for the purpose of submitting the result of their labours, was, by 
the earnest request of many influential gentlemen, merged into a meeting of a still more 
general character, convened on a requisition, signed by 184 persons, including the clergy of 
the establishment, and many dissentmg ministers, as well as individuals of every religious 
and political party. At this meeting a subscrintion of nearly 1,000/,, since greatly in- 
creased, was made towards relieving the unparalleled distress, now universally admitted to 
prevail within the boroueh. This meeting also embodied, m the circular soliciting assist- 
ance from other places, the statistical information contained in the above report ; thus set- 
ting, by the unanimous concurrence of all prarties, the seal of authenticity upon their report, 
and precluding all further debate as to the impartiality of the committee's exertions, and the 
extent of the existing distress. 

The committee cannot here close their report without expressing their earnest hope, that, 
as the call of benevolence has thus united ev^ry political and religious section, in efforts for 
the relief of poverty and distress, so may the claims of justice constrain all to suspend their 
party struggles in one grand attempt to retrieve, at whatever cost of individual feeling and 
prepossession, the national injuries which have been inflicted by the class legislation, which 
secures to one section of the community the advantages of a monopoly in food. 

J. IV. 

29 December 1841. W. S. 

What time did the inquiry occupy ? — Six or seven weeks ; and the report was prepared 
for the purpose of being presented to an adjourned meeting of the inhabitants. 

Who were the individuals who constituted the committee of inquiry, and who filled up the 
schedules ? — The enumerators of the census, and other respectable inhabitants of the town. 

And who were the individuals who analyzed the schedules ? — I analyzed part of them, 
and the Rev, Mr. Smith passed the greater part of two weeks in caretully going through 
the whole, and he will supply any information which you may require on the matter. 

Have you reason to believe that that report contains an accurate statement of facts ? — 
I have; the schedules of inquiry, when filled up, were sent to me, and I took the oppor- 
tunity, in the distribution of some coal tickets given by Lord Vernon, to select cases indis- 
criminately from the reports for personal inspection. I was present on some occasions 
when the visitor was going round his district, and I had an opportunity, unknown to him, 
of observing the manner in which he made his inquiries ; and from the character of the 
agents employed, and the results of my own observation, I am perfectly convinced that the 
statements contained in the report are as accurate as it is possible to secure them. 

In what manner were the statements obtained which relate to the number of the mills 
which have failed, and to the amount of horse-power unemployed '^ — I collected the infor- 
mation from various parties in the borough best informed on the matter, and submitted the 
papers of the calculations to a meeting in which three or four leading manufacturers were 
present, for their rigid revision. 

Then the statements in that report may be considered as having received the sanction of 
some leading manufacturers?— Yes; but you will observe at the close of the report an 
allusion to the sanction which it has received from a circular prepared by a committee sub- 
sequently appointed, to raise a subscription fund for the relief of the distress. I beg to 
hand in the circular in question. By a comparison you will see that the main facts of our 
report are embodied, and have been in consequence authenticated by the representatives of 
every religious and political party in the borough : — 

•* It is well known that the cotton manufacture of this kingdom has been long and greatly 
depressed, and that numbers of persons engaged in it have been thrown out of employment, 
and great distress occasioned in the various towns and districts of which it is tne staple 
manufacture. 

" The borough of Stockport, the working population of which is engaged almost exclu- 
sively in this manufacture, has suffered in common with other towns, from its general and 
long-continued depression. 

" The distress so occasioned has been increased to an extent, it is believed, beyond that 
of any other town, by special and peculiar circumstances of a local influence. 

" We allude to the entire stoppage of some of the largest establishments in the town and 
neighbourhood, by which several thousand persons have been thrown out of employment, 
who still remain without any prospect of being able to return to it. 
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" Of the establishments at work, a great part are so only partially; and the working of 
short time (that is, of four days per week) has been contmued to a greater or less extent 
-since May last. 

" Upwards of one- third of the horse-power in the town and neighbourhood is unemployed, 
which, if at work, would give employment to more than 4,00 persons. It is believed that 
there are, altogether, about 6,000 operatives of various trades unable to obtain employment. 

" The consequences of this suspension of labour are, extensive loss and suffenng among 
all classes dependent upon trade, and unexampled distress and privation among the working 
population. 

" This distress, heightened as it now is by the severity of the weather, has arrived at a 
pitch of which it is impossible to convey any adeouate idea by mere statistical information. 

" The poor-rates have regularly increased, ana are now become a serious drain upon the 
diminished resources of the comparatively few who are able to pay them. 

for 

last c .* ^ 

destitution ; honest men, willing to work, are compelled with their entire families to become 
street mendicants, or to live, day by day, on the precarious charity of their neighbours ; and 
besides an increase of disease, arising in a great measure from a deficiency of food, many, 
it is to be feared, are literally starving to death. 

" Of 15,823 individuals mhabiting 2,965 houses, lately visited under the direction of a 
committee appointed for the purpose, 1,204 only were found to be fully employed ; 2,866 
partially employed, and 4,148, able to work, were wholly without employment. The 
remainder, 7,605 persons, were unable to work. 

" The average weekly income of the above 15,823 persons, was 1«. 4|rf. each. 

" The average weekly wages of those fully employed, were Is. 6 Id. each. 

" The average weekly wages of those partially employed, As.Tid. each. 

" The committee appointed for the purposes of tne relief now to be afforded, being fully 
convinced that all the efforts that can possibly be made in the town and neighbourhood will 
be utterly inadequate to meet the pressing necessities of the case, have resolved, under the 
direction of the meeting by which they were appointed, to make an appeal to their country- 
men generally, and especially to those individuals and classes of society who feel little of the 
pressure of the times, or who are removed from all fear of personal suffering and privation.'' 

Who were the individuals who composed the committee ? — The mayor, the rector, dis- 
senting clergy of all denominations, aldermen, magistrates, and leading manufacturers of the 
town. I hand in a list of the committee : — 

" The Mayor, the Rector, Rev. E. Howell, Rev. W. H. Bellairs, Rev. Eph. Harper, Rev. 
H. Wright, Rev. T. Middleton, Rev. M'Gill, Rev. Birks, Rev. Robert Martin- 
dale, Rev. N. K. Pugsley, Rev. John Waddington, Rev. William Smith, Rev.T. Newsham, 
Rev. J. Thornton, Rev. C. Baker, Rev. A. Learoyd, Rev. William Stamp, Rev. C. West- 
lake, Rev. T. W. Ridley, Rev. G. Kidd, Rev. M. Young, Rev. T. Peet, Alderman Sir Ralph 
Pendlebury, Alderman Andrew, Alderman Baker, Alderman Boothroyd, Alderman Chetham, 
Alderman HoUins, Alderman P. £. Marsland, Alderman Rayner, Alderman Thomhill, 
Alderman Wilkinson, the Town Clerk, Mr. Charles Axon, Mr. Henry Barlow, Mr. Thomas 
Cartwright, Mr. Samuel Christy, Mr. Thomas Femley, inn., Mr. William Fleming, Mr. 
Robert Gee, Mr. Heald, Mr. C. Hudson, Mr. C. Howard, Mr. J. R. Lingard, Mr. James 
Marshall, Mr. Edward Marsland, Mr. Jos. Marsland, Mr. A. Orrell, Mr. Charles Poppleton, 
Mr. Jon. Robinson, Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Thomas Walmsley." 

Were the statements in the circular discussed and sifted by the committee ? — Yes, the 
several clauses of the circular were minutely discussed ; and there is only this difference 
between the report and the circular, that the facts are more strongly stated in the latter. 
With respect to the precise quantity of power unemployed, there was some slight difference 
of opinion as to the numerical estimate ; but all, without exception, agreed in the statement 
that there was more than one-third of the power in the borougn unemployed. 

In what manner, and by whom, was the analysis of the schedules of the visitors set forth 
in your report prepared ? — By a sub-committee, under the superintendence of Mr. Smith 
and myself; not more than four persons altogether were employed in analysing them. The 
schedules, as filled up, are still in existence, and are at the registrar's oiBce for public inspec- 
tion. I beg to hana in a form of the schedule of inquiries, oy which you will see that it is 
possible to authenticate the statement given respecting every person, from the minute parti-^ 
culars in the heads of inquiry, and by the facility o? reference to each street, house, and 
individual. 

In reference to the number 8,215, mentioned in yqur report, of persons of age to work in 
the houses visited, what is the age adverted to ? — The age at which they are allowed to work 
by the factory regulations, which, I believe, is nine. 

You are aware that children between the ages of nine and 13 are allowed to work only 
eight hours a day in factories where steam-power is used ? — ^Yes. 

Are you confident that all the visitors have adopted the age of nine as the limit? — I am 
not certain of that, for some of them may have acted on a different impression as to what 
constitutes the age to work. 

Is there anythmg in the instructions to the visitors which points out to them the age of 
persons who were to be considered as of age to work ? — No, there is not ; one may have 
acted in one way, and one in the other. 
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Do you consider that all persons reckoned of age to work, who were living in the house at 
the time of the visit, would be included ? — Yes, with the exception of mothers not actually 
working at the factories ; and persons of advanced age, whether fit to work or not, are 
included in the estimate. 

Can the statement of the comparative wages of operatives in 1835 and 1841 be relied on ? 
-—It may, in so far as the average is fairly struck from the replies contained in the docu- 
ment ; but, as an individual, I attach little importance to that statistical information ; I do 
not think that it can be relied on. I believe tnat the inquiry has been conducted carefully, 
and the analysis fairly made; but the materials are not to be depended upon. The wages 
are calculated on the statements of the operatives themselves, and vary, not only fit>m 
a decline in the rate of wa^es, but through alterations of their own a^es since 1835, and 
alterations in their capabilities for work. An adult, at the time of the inquiry, might have 
been a boy in 1835, and receiving less wages on that account. 

Were the wages of each worker in the family stated separately on the schedules ? — 
I believe so. 

With regard to the wages, both in 1841 and 1835, has the average been calculated on the 
statements of the persons visited alone ? — It has ; but I ou^ht to observe, that we have made 
inquiries of intelligent operatives in every branch of manulicture ; and it is quite notorious 
that the rate of depreciation in the scale of wages is fully equal to that of the average con- 
tained in our report. 

Which are the columns in the visitor's schedule from which the comparison of the wages 
in 1835 and 1841 is derived? — ^The column headed ** Wages per week in 1835/' and the 
adjoining column headed " Present wages per week." - 

Ey the statement that 44 Z. 18 s. was the amount of parochial relief per week received 
by the person^ visited, is it implied that all the persons visited were receiving or had 
applied for parochial relief ?-*-By no means; a very small proportion of those visited would 
have received or would have applied for parochial relief. 

Is the supposition that parochial relief is afforded to 4,148 unemployed workers founded 
on fact? — (Jertainly not; it is stated hypothetically ; and the average of 2 id. per head per 
week cannot hold as applicable to those actually receiving relief from the guardiaps, or to 
those who have applied for it. The great majority of these distressed mmilies have no 
▼isiUe means of support. For some weeks they would subsist by credit with the little shop- 
keepers ; that failing, their next resource would be to sell their furniture, their wearing 
apparel, their bed and bedding, and in many instances their marriage ring ; and we find their 
dwellings literally stripped of every article of comfort. We find a disposition to conceal 
their distress as long as possible, and a great unwillingness to seek any parochial aid, 
although the guardians have administered relief without requiring applicants generally to 
receive it in the workhouse. 

Did the numbers stated in the report include any of the Irish resident in Stockport? 
— ^Thev embrace every class of distressed persons, without reference to country or creed ; 
264 of the residents visited were found to have Irish settlements. We found in most of the 
Irish families one or two members who were factory operatives ; their condition is extremely 
deplorable ; but they seem resolved to suffer to the last extremity ratlier than be subjected 
to the necessity of removal to their own country. 

Was your report presented to a meeting of the inhabitants ?— I received instructions, as 
secretary of the committee of inquiry, to call an adioumed meeting of the inhabitants, at 
which the mayor consented to preside, and I issued a placard to announce the meeting ; 
but a general feeling being expressed to confine the object of the meeting solely to the 
raising of a subscription fund, the placard was suppressed, and a general requisition was 
made to the mayor to call a meeting simply for that object, without entering into the ques- 
tion of distress. 

The fiict of distress being universally admitted ? — Yes ; they said, " Let us say nothing 
about the distress, no one denies that; let us attempt to relieve it.'' The meeting was 
large, attended by all parties, and was such as has not been held before in this borough, for 
the unanimity and kindly feeling with which it was pervaded. I presented to the chairman 
of the meeting 500/., which I had received that morning from the London Manufacturers' 
Relief Committee, which formed the basis of a subscnption since raised to upwards of 
3,000/. 

What arrangements have been made for the distribution of the money so subscribed ? — 
A central committee was formed for the management of the fund ; and the six wards of the 
borough were taken as districts, for the purpose of inquiring into and endeavouring to relieve 
the cases of families in distress. Sub-committees were appointed for each of those districts ; 
and I was appointed chairman to the committee of the middle ward, the most densely 
peopled in the borough, and in which the objects of distress were the most numerous. 

When did you commence distributing relief? — On the 24th of December, it being the 
wish of the committee to dispense their first bounty before Christmas-day. Arrangements 
could not be made for visiting the people on that day, on account of the shortness of the 
notice. A written notice was posted at the door of the courthouse on the 23d December, 
which was the only public notice to the inhabitants ; and the ward committees commenced 
their sittings on the following day. In the middle ward we began at half-past nine o'clock 
in the morning ; there was an immense crowd of applicants, who continued in the rain 
throughout the day ; and I sat without intermission till half-past* one o'clock in the morn- 
ing of Christmas-day, and at length was obliged to retire by the back way, to avoid the 
importunities of the crowd still pressing at the front. 

In 
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In what manner was the relief distributed ?— The applicants were required to answer the 
following queries: the name of applicant; the age; the residence; occupation of family; 
name of the employer ; income from work ; income from lodj^ers; what parish relief; income 
from any other source; place of settlement, and amount of rate ; and if the income of the 
family was found to be under 2s. a head, a printed ticket was given. There were four 
descnptions of tickets: one for 3s. in food; 2^. in food; Is. in food; and Qd. in food. 
The highest amount given in any case was 3 s. The first week these tickets were presented 
to the shopkeepers ; since then a general depot has been opened, containing stores of flour « 
bread, potatoes, and meal. 

You did not give any relief in money? — We did not Coals were also given. Lord 
Vernon, who had previously made a donation of 100 tons, ^ve a second donation to the 
same amount; Messrs. Brookes, coal-dealers of Stockport, likewise made a donation. 

Did you not also distribute sheets ? — Yes ; Alderman Andrew made a donation of sheets 
to the amount of 22/. 

Did you make any distinction between those who were receiving parochial relief and 
those who were not?— No, provided that the income was below 2s. per head per week. It 
was an instruction from the London committee that their bounty was to be distributed irre* 
spectively of parochial aid. 

Have you any reason to think that you were imposed upon in the distribution of relief? — 
In the first application all persons were warned that a false statement would subject them to 
the loss of any future benefit from the fund. Each ward was subdivided into districts, two 
visitors appointed to each, and a personal canvas made to every house where relief had been 
received, and inquiries also instituted amount their neighbours ; and the instances were 
very rare in whicn we found deception practised, though a few gross cases were detected* 
Those whose incomes were a little above 2 s. b, head came with great zeal to report any sup- 
posed case of imposition. I may also add, that a placard has been since published, con- 
taining an extract from the Act against obtaining money, or other benevolent aids, under 
false pretences. 

Had you any opportunities afterwards, by personal inspection, of ascertaining the con- 
dition of families to whom relief was distributed ? — I took the charge, as visitor, of one ot 
the ten districts, and made it a point to investigate it as thoroughly as possible; I found 
my impressions, as to the extent and intensity of the distress, greatly enhanced. The 
greater proportion of the inhabitants of that district were in as lamentable a state of desti« 
tuticm as it is possible to imagine. I am convinced that the relief fund has been the cause 
of saving himdreds in the borough from a premature gi*ave. 

Were any complaints made to you by the parties whom you visited of the administration 
of parochicJ reliet ? — No, none ; most of those whom I speak of had never applied for paro- 
chial relief. I understand your question as referring to the local administration of relief; 
but in some instances bitter complaints have been made to me as to the treatment of the 
poor hving here when residing in other unions to which they belong ; but I had not the 
means of making inquiries into the accuracy of their statements. I have heard hkewise 
many complaints of persons being compelled to pay the rates who had no means of 
doing so. 

The complaints, therefore, of the treatment of other Unions did not refer to distress 
existing in Stockport? — No, merely to the experience which they had had of the treatment 
of other Unions. 

Was there not a great diflPerence in the degree of distress existing in the families relieved 
by the committee ?^A great diflTerence. Many whole families were entirely without employ- 
ment, income, or parochial relief, and had disposed of all which they could turn into money ; 
others whom we relieved had one or two members of the family in work, and their income 
was within a shade of the standard of 25. per head per week. Any inquiry about rent 
became a mere formality ; for we found that the greater proportion of them had lono- since 
ceased to pay rent. The case was the same in reference to the income derived from lodgers. 
I will only add, that the number of applicants has been increasing weekly, although we have 
been more stringent, and have been anxious to be economical in the distribution of the fund. 

In a €ase of distress such as vou have described in the beginning of the last answer, what 
relief would you grant ?— We should grant 3«., the highest relief, and should recommend the 
party, by every means in their power, to seek other sources of relief, whether parochial or 
otherwise. 

Can you state now the number of cases in which 35. was allowed ? — I cannot do so now, 
but the information may be obtained. The whole number of cases relieved last week, in 
our ward, was 1,280. The average of money, in food, allowed to those cases was Is. md. 
In another ward the average has been as high as 25. 6 jrf. ; but that is no criterion of the 
distress. Ours being the largest ward, we receive continual suojgestions from the secretaries 
of the central committee to keep the scale as low as is practicable. 

Have you given many sixpenny tickets singly ?— Very few. We have given them merely 
to persons who were in destitute circumstances, but whom we have known to be living in 
habits of mendicancy. In fact, the principal use of the sixpenny tickets has been to add 
them to the 1 s. or 25. tickets. The trade of begging in the neighbourhood of Stockport has 
been materially injured by its being known that money was distributed from a regula- 
relieffund. 
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I. How often has the distribution of relief from that fund been repeated ? — ^Three tim es ; a 

Evidence relating distribution will be made for the fourth time to-morrow ; the day has been altered. 

to Distress and Has the relief been given to the same families each time? — No; some parties have 

Relief. obtained employment in the interim ; others have become worse off, and new cases have 

"■"" occurred ; but still there has been no great change, except from the fact of the fund having 

7 h WHfti / become more extensively known. 

26 J 8 2^* ^^"^ °^ family can have received more than the value of 95., in food, from the fund ? — 

an« 1 4 • jjq . j^jj J many families, of course, must have received less. 



31 January 1842. 
(12.) — Rev. Charles Kenrick Prescot, is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Rev. C. K. Prescot. Are you the rector of Stockport ?— I am so ; I have been rector of Stockport 21 years 
31 Jan. 1843. last 6th July. 

— — — Has not the population of the town greatly increased during that period ? — It has. In the 

course of the last 70 or 80 years, the town has increased from a small country town to what 
it now is. It was once a ravourite place of residence for country families, who possessed 
estates in the neighbourhood of the town. The Rev. Mr. NichoUs, one of my predecessors 
in tiie rectory, rather more than 100 years ago, comnosed a latin poem, in which he 
described the hill on which the rectory is situate, and wnich is now surrounded by the town, 
as '' collis amoenus." There is no doubt it was then as pleasant a residence as any in the 
county, the fields reaching down, at that time, without interruption to the bank of the River 
Mersey, on the north-east. There was then no street between this house and the churchy 
and the churchyard was, as I have heard, filled with good trees. 

Has the trade of the town undergone much fluctuation since you have been rector ? — It 
has undergone many ; there has been little steadiness. In the year 1826 there was great 
prosperity until about the end of that year, when the panic took place. 

The next period of great prosperity appeared to be in 1036 ; and since that time, or 
perhaps s'mce 1836, there appears to have been a gradual decline of the trade. 

At tliis time is there not great distress existing among the labouring population of the 
town ?— There is no question of that ; of the exact extent of the distress I have not the 
means of judging ; I act as chairman of St. Mary's Ward, in the distribution of the relief 
fund, and have personally visited the families resident in one district of that ward. 

Have the persons you have visited appeared to be in real distress ? — I have myself visited 
84 families, comprising about 337 individuals of all ages and of both sexes ; and the total 
weekly income of the iamilies was about 20 1. : their weekly rents varying from Is.Qd, to 
28. 9 d. each family. 1 have also visited in other parts of the town, which are not included 
in my district. 

As far as the appeai-ance of the houses and furniture went, there seemed to be a differ- 
ence between the cases in the degree of distress existing, but what struck me most was the 
general deficiency of bedding; and in some cases I was led to supply relief in that respect 
fix)m another source independent of the relief fund. In most of tne cases there was some 
furniture, as chairs, table, and clock ; but it is very probable that such articles are fast 
going. 

In one instance where I had given a pair of blankets of 145. value, I found afterwards on 
visiting the house, that the woman, whose name was Bullivant, had pawned them for 35. 6rf. ; 
the eldest child, a girl of 14 years of age, began to cry when I entered the house, and in 
answer to my inqmries, said that her mother had been obliged to pawn the blankets, as they 
were all *' clamming." In another case, that of a man named Kenworthy, where I gave 
blankets, the dwelling appeared to be very damp, dark, and wretched. On seeing them 
afterwards they expressed much gratitude ; they looked much better, and said it had set 
them up. 

Before the establishment of the relief fund, the doors of my house were continually beset 
by people of the town, askmg for assistance ) a very considerable difference has occurred in 
that respect since the establishment of the fund ; and there is no doubt that a great deal of 
real distress has been relieved, and continues to be relieved, by it. 

The behaviour of the people is remarkably patient and proper, and they have expressed 
much gratitude for being visited and for the relief afforded. 

Have there been any cases of imposition discovered ?— I do not think that more than one 
very decided case has been discovered in our district at present. It was the case of an 
Irishman named Miles M^Gough, who was in my own district, and was visited by me \ the 
house had every appearance of destitution; she took me into a back place, and showed me 
where the children lay. I was quite shocked to see it ; there was scarcely anything between 
them and the flags, and what they had to cover them I can scarcely describe ; their were 
eight of them in the family, and their account of their income was about 14 s. per week ; one 
girl a cripple, and the father had had some fingers of the right hand taken off three years ago, 
and he had done no work since, according to his own statement, and he looked wretchedly ill. 
It appeared to me a case requiring immediate assistance; they were accordingly relieved to 
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the amount of 3 3. weekly, which is the Umit under the regulations of the i-elief fund, and 
I gave Hhem also a pair of bottom sheets from another source. 

I considered this a case which excluded the possibility of imposition, and when first men- 
tioned to me I could not believe it. It has, nowever, been proved beyond doubt to the 
satisfaction of our secretary. It has been ascertained that the man had several lodgers, 
which he denied positively when questioned ; it is believed also that he has 60/. in some 
bank ; and he has in fact been excluded from further relief from the fund. 

Are there any observations which you wish to make as to the causes of the distress now 
existing in Stockport ? — I ascribe it to the decay of trade ; I think that quite enough for 
me to state. You will probably obtain more minute information on that subject A:om other 
parties. 
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27 January 1842. 
(13.) — Rev. Edward Howell^ is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Abe you curate of the parish church of Stockport ? — I am so, and have been the cumte 
of the parish church for upwards of 38 years. 

H^ve you taken any part in the administration of the funds which have been raised by 
subscription for the relief of the distress in Stockport ? — I have acted as chairman of the 
Heaton Norris division, in which my residence is situate. We have divided that townsliip, 
comprising a population of 14,626, according to the last census, into six districts, to each 
of which 6ne or more visitors, not exceeding two, have been appointed, gentlemen who have 
been willing to give their services to the task. The distribution of the charity began on the 
24th December last, the day before Christmas-day. 

I have acted, together with Mr. Shepperd, as visitor of the fourth district of the Heaton 
division. We had not, previously to Christmas-day, visited any families as we have done 
since. We had not bad time to visit and make special inquiries since the determination 
had been adopted at the public meeting of the 22d, to afford the families relief in time for 
Christmas^ay. On the 24th and 26th together, tickets of 3«., 2^., I5., and Qd. each were 
distributed to the amount of upwards of 80/., for the Heaton Norris division. We had not 
at that time any information to guide us in tlie distribution of the relief, excepting such as 
we could obtain from the parties on making their apphcations. 

How was it known on tne 24th and 25th, where and to whom persons in distress were to 
apply ? — 1 believe that was done by hand-bills, posted in different parts of the town. How- 
ever, the knowledge that relief was to be obtained soon spread through the town. 

Since the 25th December, the families have been regularly visited each week, previously 
to the day for granting the new tickets. 

Have you yourself visited the families relieved in your own district ? — I have so. 

What is the general condition of those families f — Many of them are in very great dis- 
tress, and some appear to be quite destitute, both of furniture and bed-clothes. Their per- 
sonal clothing is also very scanty ; there are cases, more than three or four, within my own 
knowledge, where the husband nas only one shirt, and is obliged to lie in bed while his wife 
washes it. 

Have you observed different degrees of distress, some more and some less urgent ? — 
I have so, certainly. The cases which stand upon my books, with the amount of earnings, 
parish relief, and other means of income, show different degrees of distress, which we have 
accordingly relieved to the best of our judgment and ability (being restrained to 3*. per 
week in any one case,) with the. various classes of tickets already described. 

The papers now handed in show pretty correctly the number of families and individuals 
relieved, lor the weeks severally ending on the 22d and 26th January instant, togetlier with 
the total weekly income, and amount of relief afforded by us from the funds of the charity. 



Rev. E. Hmcll. 
37 Jan. 1842. 



Stockpoet Relief Fund. 

Report of Relief given in the Week ending the 22d January 1842. 

Fourth District of Heaton Norris Ward. 



Number 
of Families 
Relieved. 


Number 

of 

Individuals. 


Income of Families. 


Average 

Income 

per Head. 


Amount of 
Relief 
given. 


Average 

Relief 

per Family. 


Average 

Relief 

per Head. 


Income and 

Relief 
per Head. 


M5 


696 


From work - 3« 1 1 
Parochial relief 286 


d. 
"1 


£. i. d. 
15 19 - 


2 2 ^ 


d. 

5\ 


s. d. 
I 51 




^- 34 9 7 
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Indursenient. — For 16 cottages, which brought in weekly 2/. 10*., in 1839, I now receive from 12^. 
16s. 6d. per week, and only ohe cottage is untenanted; and I pay for water 6/. 105. per annum. 

E. Hotpell. 



tor 



Stockport Relief Fund- 

Report of Relief given in the Week ending 26th January 1842. 

Fourth District of Heaton Norris Ward. 



Number of 
Families 
Relieved. 


Number 

of 

Individuals. 


Income of Families. 


Average 

Income 

per Head. 


Amount 

of Relief 

given. 


Average 

Relief 

per Family. 


Average 

Relief 

per Head. 


Income and 

Relief 
per Head. 


130 


644 


£. «. it 

30 9 5 
Parochial relief 3 - (> 


1 


£. i. d. 
14 13 6 


s. d. 

3 3 


d. 
1 


«. d. 
» 4l 




£. 32 9 11 





E.H. 

With regard to the amount of parochial relief, viz. 2/. 8 s. 6c2. as stated in the return for 
the week ending the 22d January, among how many families, in the whole, will that amount 
have been distributed by the guardians? — I cannot state that exactly now; but, I believe, 
that number is under 20. The sum of 21. Os. Qd. stated as the amount of parochial relief 
in the return for the week ending 26th January, was the amount allowed by the guardians 
to 14 families out of 130 in the whole, according to their own statements, comprising 71 
individuals. 

Are not some of those families in the receipt of income from some other source ? — Yes r 
some one or more of the members of several of those families are either wholly or partially 
employed. But notwithstanding such income, and notwithstanding their beine relieved to 
a certain extent by the guardians, we have deemed it desirable to relieve them further from 
the funds of the charity. 

How is it that so few of the families whom you relieve as being in great distress aie 
receiving relief from the guardians? — One reason is, they live at considerable distances 
from the parishes to which they belong, and they are exceedingly unwilling to make appli- 
cation to the relieving officer, for fear of being removed to the parishes to which they belongs 
and being relieved in the 'workhouse there; and they abstain from making application in the 
hope that trade will revive. 

Are there any belonging to Stockport, Heaton Norris, or other townships within the 
Union, who are m urgent distress, but who do not make application to the relieving officer ?^ 
— ^There are many so situated who do not make application ; it appears, however, by my 
book, that out of about 145 who stand as having been relieved by us from the funds of the 
charity for the week ending the 22d, there are only 67 who belong to any township, 
in this Union. The objections which these persons have to apply for parochial relief are, 
partly the prejudice excited some time since, and stUl remaining in their minds, against the 
administration of the new poor law, and also a feeling of shame, which prevents their apply- 
ing for relief. 

Have you not a certain standard of income determined on by the central committee for 
the guidance of the visitors in the distribution of the charity? — ^Ves ; we are instructed not 
to relieve in cases where the income of the fiunily, including parochial relief, amounts to 2 s. 
per head weekly. 

Do you ever refuse relief to a family whose income falls below that amount ? — If it comes 
veiy near to that amount we sometimes send them away without relief, or give them a coal- 
ticket, that is for two cwt. of coals, the value of which will not exceed 1 s. certainly. 
Several coal-masters, as Clayton & Co., the assignees of Mr. Fletcher, and Lord Vernon 
have severally contributed lai-ge amounts of coal to the charity fund ibr distribution. 

Are there not several cases standing on your book of families relieved whose income 
amounts very nearly to 2 s. weekly, exclusive of the relief affi>rded by you ? — ^There arc 
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3 February 1842. 

(14.) — Mr. Samuel Walker is Examined ; and deposes, on Oatb, as follows : 

Are you a flour, com, and provision dealer, residmg in Stockport? — I am; and have 
been so more than 30 years. I am both in the wholes^e and retail business. I reside in 
a part of the town inhabited principally by the working classes, and my business mainly 
depends upon them. 

From what has come under your observation in your own business, do the working classes 
in Stockport appear to be in a state of distress ? — Very much so; and I have never seen 
worse times since I knew the trade. The general opinion of other tradesmen in the same 
line of business is similar to my own. 

How does the distress show itself in your business ? — I supply a great many small shop- 
keepers who sell by retail to the operatives in their respective localities. These small shop- 
keepers are now very irregular in tneir payments, and their credit with me is almost anni- 
hilated. I have suffered great loss by some of them. It was only a fortnight ago that one 
of them failed owing me 128/. 

What did his failure arise from ? — Chiefly from the badness of the times ; he had been 
in business eight years, and had paid me well at first, no man better. But he is not the 
only instance ; I could name halt a dozen who have either failed, or whom I can trust no 
longer, and who owe me from 60/. to 100/. each. They all of them have many bad debts 
themselves. 

ITiey have mentioned this circumstance to you as a reason for their failure in their en- 
gagements to yourself ? — Yes ; I know well this is the reason ; i have seen their books 
myself. Their debts were principally owing from spinners, weavers, and pnnters. lliese 
operatives in good times would have paid punctually. 

Do you lose much by parties leaving the town ?— A great deal ; many go to America, 
leaving their debts unpaid. Two cases occurred in the course of last week through which 
I was a loser ; one was the case of a mechanic, a head engineer, who owed me something 
less than 5 /. ; the other was that of a journeyman tallow-chandler ; they both set off to 
Liverpool to embark for America. They both left their wives and families behind them. 

"Was the engineer out of employment ? — No, he was in the receipt of from 305. to 40*. 
a week ; but he was dissatisfied with the state of things in this country. 

Do you find tliat the quantity of provisions which you sell is diminished ? — Most un- 
doubtedly, to a great extent ; families who formerly used to buy flour now purchase only 
oatmeal ; they come for one or two pounds of oatmeal a day, and live upon it. The con- 
sumption of oatmeal is much larser than it used to be in Stockport. The supply of flour 
to the factories is likewise much diminished ; a large supply is required for dressing in the 
cotton manufacture ; factories in prosperous times consume a large quantity of flour ; 
I believe that when they are in full work they consume nearly as much flour aa the whole 
population of the town ; the fact is, that it would be impossible to weave the cotton yam, 
unless it had first &:one through the process of dressing, for which flour is essential. 1 may 
add, that another injury to the small shopkeepers has resulted from the quantities of flour, 
bread, oatmeal, and potatoes which have been distributed by the committee of the relief 
fund ; they buy these things wholesale from the millers and other contractors ; and this is 
a material injury to the small shopkeepers. 
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4 February 1842. 
(15.) — Mr, George Henshall is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you landlord of the Bull's Head, in the market-place, in Stockport ? — I am ; and I 
have been so during the last 10 years. 

Have the operatives of Stockport been in the habit of frequenting your inn ? — ^They have, 
to a very great extent ; my inn is well situated for that purpose, being in the centre of the 
town. 

Do you sell as much beer now as formerly ? — ^Very far from it ; in 1835 and the two fol- 
lowing years my brewings used to be very often three times a fortnight, and never less than 
once a week ; but now, from the 15th of September last year up to January 27 in the pre- 
sent year, i. e. during about 19 weeks, we have only had seven brewings, which is less than 
once a fortnight ; the quantity brewed by us each time has always been the same. 

When did the falling off begin ?— It began at the latter end of 1837, has since gone on 
gradually increasing, and is now worse than ever. 
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To what do you attribute the falling off? — I attribute ^t to the distress of the town, 
which arises from the number of mills which are now standing. 

May not this result have arisen from increase of temperance societies amongst the opera- 
tives ? — There is a tempemnce society in Stockport, and many amongst the Roman-catholics 
have enrolled themselves in it ; but this has had very slight influence amongst our operatives 
generally ; and I am confident that the falling off in my brewings is owing to the distress of 
the town. Other innkeepers, licensed victuallers, and publicans in Stockport make similar 
complaints with myself. There are at this moment six inns or public-houses in Stockport 
totally closed ; and to my own knowledge four publicans were sold up during the last week. 
My inn used to be filled with operatives on a baturday night, so that you could hardly get 
a seat ; now the number of those who come is comparatively very small indeed. 



Mr. Sam. Fletcher. 
20 Jan. 1842. 



20 January, 1842. 
(16.) — Mr. Samuel Fletcher is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you a pawnbroker in Stockport ? — I am ; I have been in that business 21 years, and 
am, I may say, the largest pawnbroker in Stockport. 

Are you enabled from your business to form any judgment of the present state of the 
working classes in Stockport? — I am; they have liecome very much worse off within the 
last four years, many of tnem having nothing to pledge. From 1819 to the present time, 
with the exception of the years 1835 and 1836, there nas been a gradual falling off in their 
condition. 

Is that accompanied by a falling off in your business ? — It is as regards the labouring 
classes ; but on the other hand, a great many of the middle class, who never pledged before, 
are now become our customers, and are pledging both their clothes and their plate. I 
, mean by middle classes the lower sort of tradesmen, publicans, shoemakers, tailors, and 
every trade you can mention. My business, therefore, has not fallen off much on the whole ; 
the deficiency caused by the distress of the labourii^ class having been made up to us by 
another and higher class of customers. The latter is not so profitable a business, because 
the tradesmen have more wit than to pledge and redeem so firequently as the labonriiig 
classes do. Our interest extends always to a month, however short a time the pledge may 
i^main with us ; and the poor will sometimes pledge and redeem several times within the 
space of a month. The higher class of customers are more discreet ; we make, therefore, 
a greater profit by the former than by the latter. 

Which is the best time for a pawnbroker's business ; a time of prosperity or a time of 
distress ? — ^A time of prosperity, oeyond a doubt. A greater number of persons pawn through 
indiscretion than through poverty. Indiscretion is shown by small pledges for a short time ; 
poverty by lai^er ones, wnich remain longer. As an instance of the kind of improvidence 
we frequently see, a woman brings her apron for 3rf. ; ^he day following she redeems it, 
bringing her bedgown for 6rf. ; in a day or two afterwards she will redeem the bedgown by 
bringing her gown, and pledging it for ls.6d.; by which means she pays three interests on 
the Is. ed. in one week. That would amount to about 200 per cent, per annum, giving, as 
she does, at the same time, good security for the loan. The great number of articles 
that are pledged in a time of prosperity are indications of improvidence rather than of 
distress. The falling off of pledges m a time of distress, I ascribe to their having less to 
pledge. The pledges which are left now remain a long time unredeemed, and many are 
renewed from year to year. That is a symptom of poverty. I may add that marrying early 
is a sort of improvidence which causes a great influx of business with us. I have observed 
families which, while the grown-up sons and daughters remained with the parents, even in 
very comfortable circumstances, as they got married each becstme a customer to the pawn* 
broker, and pledged all the good clothes they had while they were single. They are all 
above coming while they live with their parents, but they sometimes come immediately after 
marriage. Some of them are much ashamed at first, and will get their neighbours to go 
for them ; but after a little time they acquire confidence. I have sometimes told the 
curate it would be worth a pawnbroker's while to pay for the askings in marriage, we get 
so much profit by them. 

Do you ever remember greater distress in Stockport than at present ? — Never ; I have 
been in business here altogether 35 years, although only 21 as a pawnbroker, and have 
lived all my life here, 65 years, and have never seen a state of distress at all eoual to the 
present. I believe there are hundreds who have not a quarter of what they ought to have 
to eat. I have all their bedding in my warehouse at this inclement season ; and there are 
hundreds of my customers who, to my certain knowledge, are obliged to go for a day toge- 
ther without food. 

Was there not distress in 1819 ? — ^Tbere was distress at that time, but not at all equal to 
this. Then they had clothes and other things to pledge, but now they have little, as our 
present receipts show. In 1825, and 1826 also, there was a period of distress ; but that was 
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not so great, by any means, as now. They had not their drawers empty of clothing, and 
tlieir beds stripped of the bedding, in the same degree as now. 

Do you recollect whether, at either of those periods, there wag any remarkable falling off 
in the pawnbrokers* business? — No ; rather the contrary of that. It was a good time with 
us on Doth those occasions, because the distress lasted only for a comparatively short period, 
and the resources of the people did not become exhausted as they are now. 

Are you able to show by figures a falling off in the quantity of clothes pawned, and an 
increase of the silver business ? — I could do so, but it would give me some trouble, and 
require a good deal of time to do it properly ; but I can repeat, with confidence, that there 
has been a falling off of the pledges from the working classes, and an increase of the pledges 
from the middle classes ; both of which effects I attribute to the same cause, namely, the 
severe and long-continued pressure of distress in the town. 

Has not the number of small pawnbrokers increased, during the last few years, in Stock- 
port ? and, if so, may not that account for the decrease of pledges from the labouring classes 
at your establishment? — The number of small pawnbrokers has increased, but that lias not 
diminished my business, because they have set up in back streets and places where a large 
number of new cottages have been built; and I do not consider that they have affected 
my business, but that my customers have remained vnth me. 

Are you of opinion it was not the habit of the middle classes to pavm at other places 
before /—Certainly it was not ; when they come to me they appear much ashamed, as if they 
had not done it before ; and I am in the habit of admitting that class by the house-door, 
and they frequently begin with some apology, such as the badness of the times, which has 
compelled them to raise money for immediate purposes, which, as they said, they were never 
accustomed to do before. 

Do you receive many pledges of furniture from the labouring classes ?— No ; we generally 
refuse tliem. We should fill our warehouse if we received furniture. Many applications 
are made. 

How do they dispose of their furniture ? — They sell them in a great degree to private 
individuals, new housekeepers and such of their friends as may want them. I do not think 
they sell much to brokers. If they go to the broker, it is the last shift. The broker would 
have difficulty in finding room as well as the pawnbroker, and would give very Uttle for such 
furniture as the poor possess. The landlora, the tax-gatherer, and the court of requests 
are the parties who chiefiy take possession of the furniture. 
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(17.) — Mr. fViUiam Hunt is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows: 

Are you a pawnbroker of Stockport ? — I am ; and I have been in the business upwards 
of 24 years as principal and assistant. 

From what has come under your observation in your business, are you able to give any 
information as to the distress which prevails in Stockport? — I am. I nnd that Stockport is 
in greater distress at the present time than ever I knew it before. I infer this from the 
falling off of applications in my business, both as far as regards the amount of money 
advanced, and tne number of applications, which we attribute to people having nothing 
to offer. 

What induces you to draw the inference that the falling off of applications is owing to the 
distress? — From the amount of stock which we formerly held to what we hold now. We 
had a greater quantity of stock then than we have now. 

Without reference to the present state of Stockport, do you consider generally that a fall- 
ing off of applications to pawnbrokers' shops in a given locality is an indication of distress 
prevailing there ? — I do so. My reason is this : from my genend observation, when parties 
nave goras to make use of in their own houses, they will pawn them for their necessary 
wants ; and when that stock is exhausted, they have nothing to do except to steal or to beg 
or to seek reUef from the parish. 

Is a time of full prosperity the best time for pawnbrokers ? — From what I have experienced 
in the business, that is my firm conviction. 

And in like manner do you consider the worst state of general distress the worst for 
pawnbrokers ? — I do ; and in confirmation of what I state, I hand in a paper which con- 
tains extracts from our books of the pledges given in 1836 and 1837, the former of which 
was a prosperous year, and of the plages given since May, inclusive, last year ; from which 
you will perceive that there has been a regular falling off since 1836 : 

Our general stock of silver plate from 1834 to 1838 and 1839 was 300/. to 400/. 

From 1839 to September 1841, 667 /. Is. S^d. 

Sofl goods stock from 1836 to 1838, from 1,400 /. to 1,500/. 

Stock of sofl goods, taken September 1841, was 1,078 /. 2 s. Od. 
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Pledges, for advances above 10 s., taken in, in the Large Book, 1836, per month. 



1836 : 

May 
June 
July 

August - 
September 
October • 
November 
December 



1837: 

January 
February 
March - 
April 
May 



368 
316 
325 
397 
426 
340 
253 
256 

219 
196 
228 
21^ 
231 



1841: 
May 

June 

July . 
August - 
September 
October - 
November 
December 

1842: 
January - 



- 118 

- 110 

- 129 

- 138 

- 124 

- 125 

- 158 
. 112 

- 68 



The last number of 68, for January in this year, comes up to the 20th, and, as compared 
with January 1837, shows a difference of more than one-half. The . intervening periods 
between May 1837 and May 1841 are hot given, because I have not preserved the books. 
But I believe that the decline has been gradual ever since 1837. In 1834 and 1835 the busi- 
ness was about the same as in 1836. 

When do you consider that the decline began ? — I consider that it began, in a limited 
degree, towards the end of 1836. 

Can you mention any other circumstances connected with own your business from which 
you infer distress ? — Yes ; I observe that parties, in making applications, demand more money 
than their articles are worth ; that they ask iust as much as they would have done in 1836, 
although the articles are depreciated more than 50 per cent. 

Do you observe any difference in the nature of tne articles pledjged ? — The articles now 
pledged are considerably inferior in quality and in yalue. They oner things now to pledge 
which we should not formerly have looked at, and which parties would not have presumed 
to have brought. Articles are now brought for which we only pay two-pence ; and we even 
made out tickets for a penny. We should not have done that, except out of compassion 
for the evident distress of the parties. 

What are the kind of articles pledjged? — Inferior chemise, aprons, articles of the lowest 
yalue, and decidedly worn-out; shifts, handkerchiefs, and petticoats. The articles of 
clothing chiefly belong to females. The articles of male attire are usually brought in such 
a state that we can advance nothing. 

Do they bring you articles of furniture ? — No, those are generally sold out and out to 
brokers. 

Are wedding-rings pledged to you ? — ^Yes, in great numbers; but we have found a great 
foiling off of wedding-rings during the last 12 months. 

Are books offered to you ? — Yes, we receive many books ; but some of them are so torn 
and imperfect that we are compelled to return them. Many Bibles have been pledged to 
us, Family Bibles in particular ; but I do not think that we had four of these offered to us 
during the last six months. 

The paper which you have given in relates to pledges above 10 s. ; do you believe that 
there has also been a falling of in pledges under 10 5. ? — Yes, there has ; but I have kept no 
account of them ; I have no doubt, however, of the fact. 

Does your business extend to a different class of customers from those who pawn goods, 
such as you have just spoken of? — It does. We receive pledges of plate, such as silver 
watches, gold rings, silver candlesticks and spoons, and other articles of a more valuable 
description. 

Are such articles included in the account which you have given us ? — The numbers which 
I have given apply to none but soft goods, all of which were pledged by the labouring 
classes. 

Have you found the same falling off in your business in the silver plate department ? — 
No, that has been on the increase ; at the same time and almost in the ratio as when the 
soft goods began to decrease. 

How do you explain the increase of the plate department ? — I consider that in consequence 
of the depressed state of the middle society; ana in order to keep up their general credit 
and meet their general payments, they have been compelled to pledge their plate, which 
formerly they had no necessity to do. Parties now apply who do not come into the shop, 
but who come in at the front door, and who make their business quite a secret, known only 
to them and to myself. In order to show the increase in the silver plate department, I may 
mention that our general standing stock from 1834 to 1838 and 1839, was from 300/. to 
400/., and in September 1841 we took our stock of silver plate, which was 607/. Is. 8 J(/. 
It is more now, no doubt. 

Are you certain that there might not have been this change in the nature of your business 
if trade had not been depressed ? — No ; I am of opinion that my business m soft ^ods 
would have remained stationary if trade had been steady, and I do not think we should 
have had such an increase in the silver plate. I consider the increase of the pawning of 
silver plate as a certain indication that the middle classes are suffering under the pressure 
of the times. 
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(18.) — Mr. Thomas Meahin, is Examined, and deposes on Oath, as follows : 

Are you a furniture broker of Stockport ? — I am ; and have been in that business in this 
town 12 years ; but I have resided in Stockport altogether 35 years. 

Does your pi*esent employment make you acquainted with the wants and the general 
condition of tne poorer classes ? — It does ; because when they are in want of money they 
come and offer me goods for sale, and, from the nature of the goods which they bring, and 
the appearance and general language of the parties who bring mem, I am enabled to form 
some opinion respectmg the state o? the town. 

Judging from what has come under your notice in your business, what is in your opinion 
the condition ot the poorer classes in btockport? — I consider that they cannot be in worse 
distress than they are at this time ; and I have never known them so badly off since I have 
been in Stockport. 

On what facts do you ground this opinion? — ^They now bring articles of such a ,mean 
description, which they would never have thought of bringing for sale before, and which 
they certainly never did bring. They offer me knives, forks, basins, bits of old iron, anything 
which they have about them, and they tell me that they want to raise money to buy a few 
potatoes with, just to carry them on with another week. As for clothing, I have never seen 
people so badly clothed ; the children come to me often, with their mothers, bare-footed 
and bare-headed, begging their mothers to sell small aiticles to get a bit of bread with, or 
a few potatoes. 

Do you not sell articles of furniture on a large scale ? — Yes ; and I even act as a machine 
broker ; I have bought and sold several steam-engines. 

Do the poor bring you articles of furniture, such as chairs, tables, and beds, to sell to 
you ? — Not at present; all that is nearly done awa^ with. They have sold their chairs 
and tables, except what is absolutely necessary in their houses, and even including some- 
times what is absolutely necessary. What they bring now consists of articles of an inferior 
description, which are worth scarcely anything, but which they are very anxious to sell. In 
fact, when they come, it is very difficult for me to get rid of them. 

Do you observe any difference in the class of persons who now come to offer you goods 
for sale ? — There is a very great difference. Those come now who never would have thought 
of comiilg before. Men who used to be in the receipt of good wages, and who filled a 
respectable situation in life, now come and want to sell articles of very trifling value. Last 
Friday an elderly workman came to me, and took out of his waistcoat pocket a pair of 
snectacles in a case, and asked me if I would buy them. I said, '^ I did not want to buy 
tnem, as I had plenty of spectacles by me." He then said, " You shall have them for 2d. ; 
I want to buy a bit of bread for myself and my boy." I said, " Do you use them ? " He 
said, " Yes." I said, " Why, how can you do without them, then ? " He tmswered, '' I am 
like to do without them ; I am like to have something for belly for myself and boy." The 
child was about four years old. 

When do you think the distress began? — It began about two years ago, but since that 
it has been becoming worse and worse every day. At first people began to offer for sale 
articles or good furniture, such as chests of drawers, good chairs, tables, and even carpets ; 
but as times have been getting worse, the same people have offered to me inferior, articles 
of furniture, for which they have begged to have money, but which it is not worth my wiiile 
to buy. 

Do they offer you books for sale? — Yes; and I have a large store of books by me, such 
as Bibles and other religious works, on which people set a great value. 

At what period during the last two years has there been the greatest pressure ? — ^There 
has been none greater than now ; but it has been getting very bad indeed ever since Lane's 
and Carr's mills stopped. 

Do you remember 1826? — I do. 

Was not the distress very gr6at then in Stockport? — ^Yes ; but that was not to be com- 
pared with the distress which exists now. That was but a momentary thing, as you may 
say, and it was soon over; but now the distress has'been gradually getting worse and worse> 
and has continued a long time. 



3 February 1842. 

(19.) — Mr. Thomas Sidebottom is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you a collector of rents of cottage property? — I am ; and I have collected such rents 
in Stockport upwards of 10 years. The rents which I collect, vary from 2/. to 8/. a year. 

From opportunities of observation which have been afforded you in your employment, are 
you able to give any information respecting the condition of the labouring classes in Stock- 
port?— I have found a greater difficulty than formerly in collecting rents, as I have to call 
much oilener on some of the tenants. In many of the houses the people appear to be worse 
clothed, and their furniture more scanty ; some of it seems to have been either sold or 
pawned for the purposes of maintenance. 

On how many cottages do you collect rents ? — On several hundred ; but nearly one- 
fourth of them are unoccupied. 

Is there a depreciation in the value of those cottages, as compared with former years ?— ^ 
Their value is depreciated, on an average, nearly 25 per cent. I am not able to furnish a 
precise statement respecting all of them, but I have drawn up a statement respecting 136 

158. N 4 cottages 



L 

Evidence relating 

to Distress and 

Relief. 

Mr. ThosJMeakin. 
20 Jan. 1843. 



Mr. T. SiuehoiioiH 
3 Feb. 1842, 



Digitized by 



Google 



i<H APPENDIX TO REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS FOR INQUIRING 



L 

Evidence ^relating 

to Distress and 

Relief. 

Mr« T. Sidebotiam* 
3 Feb. 1842. 



Mr. Samuel Hunt 



cottages (amonggt which I reckon a few cellars), taken in order from my list. These 
cottages are situated in diflPerent parts of the town, and are a fair sample from which you 
may judge of the rest of equal value. I collected rent for them in 1835, and the sum 
collected for about the latter six months in that year, amounted to 397/. 5«. lOd. I col- 
lected the rents on the same cottages for about the last six months of 1841, and the rent 
collected was only 227/. 25. 10^. Out of the 138 houses, 34 were empty in 1841 ; none 
were empty in 1836, for any length of time. 

Has tne rent demanded for those cotta^ been altered since 1836 ? — Not till lately ; 
that is to say, within the last year and a half; but in both 1836 and 1841, the sums which 
I collectQ^d were not equal to the sums which I demanded, and which were due. The figures 
397/. &8. 10c/., and 227/. 2s. 10c/., merely represent the sums which I was able to collect 
in the respective half-years of 1836 and 1841. The rent demanded for many of the cottages 
with which I am concerned, has been lowered from 3^. to 2s. 6d, a week. In a few ceases 
rents continue the same, but in most of them there has been a reduction of 9d. or Ad. per 
week. The difference between the amount collected in 1836 and in 1841, greatly arises from 
34 out of the 138 houses being now unoccupied; and nearly one-fourth of the difference 
has arisen from arrears of the sums due, and the reductions of rent to which I have before 
adverted. 

What has become of the tenants of the unoccupied houses ? — Some of them have gone to 
live vnth relations ; some have left the town in search of employment. 

Of what class of persons are the owners of the cottages for whom you collect rent i — Chiefly 
private individuals, in some cases mortgagees, and in two instances building clubs. 

What is the largest number of those cottages under one ownership ? — ^Alx>ut 33 or 34. 

Are these two building clubs large proprietors ? — ^There are only eight houses in one case, 
and four in the other ; but there are other cottages connected with these clubs, with which I 
have nothing to do. 

(20.) — Mr. Samuel Hunt is Examined^ and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you one of the partneis in the firm of Messrs, Allen & Hunt? — I am; we are timber 
lAerchants and builders. 

Are you not often empl(wed in the valuation of cottages and other property ? — We are ; it 
is part of our business ; Mr. Allen was engaged in it 20 years previous to my connexion 
with him. I have been brought up to the business ever since I was 16 years of age. I have 
lived in the borough of Stockport all my life, and I have been in partnership with Mr. AUen 
ever since 1833. 

Are you enabled to state, from your professional knowledge, whether cottage property has 
been depreciated in the borough withm the last few years ? — Yes, to a very considerable 
extent ; and in comparison with 1836, the depreciation, as shown by the rental, varies from 
22 J to 46 per cent. In Portwood we had cottages in our care which let then for 2s. 6d a 
week, and which are now empty, although we offer them at Is.Sd. We have had an offer 
for the three altogether this we w from a respectable mill-owner for 10/. a year, which would 
be less than 1^. 6 c/. a week. In the same neighbourhood some cottages, of which we have 
the care, let in 1836 for 3^. 6c/. a week; now they let for 2s. 10 d. Some cjottages which 
we built ourselves at Portwood for other parties, and which let for 3^. 4c/. a week, now let 
for 25. 6 c/. which is a depreciation of about 29 per cent. In the neighbourhood of Heaton- 
lane, adjoining our own place, which is considered one of the best in the borough for business 
purposes, a house which we have the care of as stewards, always used to let for 20/. a year; 
now it lets for 16/. In the same part of the town, cottages which let for 2«, 4 c/. a week 
now let for Is. Sd. In Chestergate, which is another part of the town, shops, formerly let 
for 14/. a year, now let for 10/. lO.-?. In the market-place a valuable shop which let for- 
merly for 96/. a year, now lets for 60/. There is another shop in the market-place, the tenant 
of which died, who had been paying 100/. a year for it; it now lets for 80/. In the same 
locality there is a public-chouse, for which my own brother*in-law had 140/. a year offered 
to him about 1836; now the same tenant who then occupied the premises only pays 86/. a 
year, and complains that even that is too much. 

Are the instances which you have cited fair samples of the general depreciation of pro- 
perty in the borough ? — They are so ; except perhaps in the neighbourhood of large mills 
which still continue in full employment ; I only know, however, 0? two such exceptions. 

Is cottage property to sell as much depreciated as property to let? — Quite as much so, as 
it is even very difficult to effect a sale at all. In Oreek-street some cottages which had cost 
upwards of 1,000/., sold for 630/. Two other cottages which hud cost 340/. in building, 
were sold for 170/. ; their rent was 14/. a year eacn. In another locality, cottages which 
had cost upwards of 600/. in 1836, were oflfered lately for sale for 280/. ; and I could give 
you many other instances of the same kind, if it were thought necessary. 

Has the proportion of cottages built yearly in Stockport increased within the last few 
years? — By no means; from the years 1833 to 1837 we used to build 33 cottages a year 
on the average ; during the last year we only built three. 

During the years 1836 and 1836 was there not considerable speculation in cottage build- 
ing in Stockport? — Yes ; but not more than the prosperity of tne town during those years 
warranted.' If trade had continued flourishing, and the mills had been at work, I do not 
believe that there would be too many houses m the borough ; but at present many have left 
the town, and have either gone to ottier parts of England, or have emigrated to Australia or 
the United States ; and the custom has now become more frequent for several families to live 
in one house. 
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(21.) — Mr. Alexander Loonie is Examined, and deposes as follows : 

Are vou in care of an emigration office at Stockport? — It is my duty to agree with emi- 
grants for passage-money on behalf of certain houses at Liverpool ; I act for Mr. Byrnes 
for emigration to Australia and America. 

How long have you so acted ? — Since the 12th of August last ; there was no office of the 
kind previously existing. 

What led to the establishment of such an office in Stockport? — I had observed^ during 
the two previous years^ that there was a considerable tendency to emigration from this town ; 
and this led to my putting myself in communication with Mr. Byrne. It was known to 
me that various parties had been taking their passage to America tnrough two similar offices 
established in Manchester. 

Have you had many applications since your office has been opened ? — ^When it was first 
opened and the bills exhibited in the window, the applications were very numerous ; but 
they declined, owing to the close of the season for bounty passages to Australia on the 1st 
of September. In consequence of some arrangement with the Colonial Board emi^tion 
was again permitted during the month of October, at the end of which it finally termmated. 
During that period I received a CTcat many applications. 

Do you know the precise number who went to Australia during that time i — No, I do not 
know the number, because so many applied merely for information; 1 only know the 
number of those whom I actually shipped, which was 46 or 47 ; and there were others 
who from various causes forfeited their deposits ; but the number whom I might have sent 
if there had been no inland expenses was 10 times as great as the number of those who 
actually went 

What were the inland expenses ? — At the close of the season we had to demand for a 
man and wife 10 5. each, and 1/. per head for each of the children ; but there were two or 
three other prices during the course of the season. 

Many parties, then, who applied could not find means for paying those expenses? — No ; 
the sum was too great for them. 

Since that period have you received many applications for America? — I have, but I can- 
not specify the exact number. Parties come to me everjr dajr ; you had scarcely ^one out 
of my office this morning when three men came to make inquiries, on the supposition that 
I could send them out free to Texas, and they were much disappointed when I told them 
that it was not in my power to give them a free passage. 

What is the cost of a passage from Liverpool to New York for a steerage passenger ? — ' 
He has to pay 2/. 10«., and to find his own provisions besides ; but the rate of a passage 
will increase as the season advances. Children between 7 and 14 years of age would be 
charged half price, and under seven one-third. 

How many have you actually shipped to America since your office opened in August last? 
— Not more than 10; but I have no doubt that a great many who had read m}^ notices 
proceeded direct to Liverpool and shipped themselves there, under the false impression that 
they would have had to have paid for agency if they had shipped themselves through my 
office. Many also proceeded to the agency offices at Manchester for the sake of privacy, 
on account or their liabilities, not wishing it to be known in Stockport that they were going 
to leave ; so I do not consider that the number of those whom 1 have shipped is a criterion 
of the number of those who have emigrated from Stockport since last August. 

To what pait of the world do the applicants seem principally to wish to emigrate? — To 
Australia rather more than to the American continent, as far as my experience leads me 
to form an opinion. By far the greater number would prefer Australia, were it not for the 
amount of the inland expenses ; but I have been obliged to reject many valuable families^ 
merely because the heads were above the i^e prescribed by the Colonial Board, viz. 40. 

Have you heard the applicants use language fi-om which you can infer the reasons which 
induce them to emigrate ? — The universal cry amongst them is, that England is a declining 
country, and that all new colonies will be rising countries for a time. They say that trade 
is leaving England, and that matters here are not as they used to be, either in respect of 
wages or in facilities of obtaining employment. 

Have many persons applied to you who are in the receipt of parochial relief? — One of 
the (questions which we always ask when parties apply is, whether they have been in the 
receipt of such relief; but I do not remember that any one person answered that question 
in the affirmative. 
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5 February 1842. 
(22.) — John Francis Woody , Esq. is Examined ; and deposes,^ on Oath, as follows : 

Abe you house surgeon of the Stockport Infirmary ?— I have been so, until a few days /, f, iVo6dy, Esq. 
past, for three years, and I have been also for the same period apothecary and superintendent 5 Feb. 184a. 
of the institution. . - 

Is there a dispensary connected with the Infirmary? — There is. We dispense advice and 
medicines to out-door patients on the following plan : - 

The borough is divided into six districts, each of which is attended to by a medical 
officer, yfho discharges his duties gratuitously ; each of those medical officers attends at the 
Infirmary twice a week, to prescribe for those patients who are able to attend there for 
advice and medicine. 
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There is another class of patients, who are attended by the same officers at their own 
homes, called home-patients. 

The worst cases, consisting chiefly of fevers, accidents, and other serious cases, are 
received into the Infirmary, and are treated there mider the care of the visiting officers and 
the resident medical officer, that is, the house surgeon. 

Can you give any information as to the degree of distress now existing among the work- 
ing classes in the borough of Stockport? — I nave made a careful examination of the cases 
entered on the books of the Infirmary during the three years I have been in office, and the 
paper which I now hand in exhibits the number of out-patients attended for four months, 
at the close of ihe three years severally ended on the 31st December 839, 1840, 1841; 
it also shows a comparison of the numbers attended at their own homes* during the same 

{periods respectively; and, lastly, it shows the number of patients admitted into the 
nfirmary ouring the like periods, divided into four classes, namely, fevers, cases of 
erysipelas, other medical cases, and surgical cases. 

Stockport Infirmary. 



OutrPatients: 

September - - - - - 

October - - - - - 

November 

December - - - - - 


1839. 


1840. 


1841. 


61 
57 
53 
43 


52 
60 
52 
49 


67 
74 
82 
61 


Total - - - 


214 


213 


284 


Home^Patients : 

September - - - - - 

October 

November - - - - - 
December - - - 


42 
51 
43 
58 


50 
30 
55 
38 


34 
36 
44 

70 


Total - - - 


194 


173 


184 



Patients received into the Infirmary. 





Fever Casts. 


Erysipelas 


Other 
BCedicdCues. 


Surgical Cases. 


TOTAL 


1839: 

September - - - 
October - . - . 
November ... 
December - • . 


1 
5 
5 
9 


5 
2 
3 


1 

1 
1 


6 

5 

6 

10 


8 
15 
14 
23 


Total • - - 


20 


10 


3 


27 


60 


1840: 

September - - . 
October - - - - 
November . . - 
December - . - 


J5 

4 
4 
8 


1 


2 

1 
1 
2 


4 
5 

4 
5 


21 

11 

9 

15 


Total - - - 


31 


1 


6 


18 56 


1841: 

September . - - 
October .... 
November - • - 
December - - • 


1 
7 

4 
3 


1 
1 


1 
2 

1 


11 
5 

10 
8 


13 
14 
16 
12 


Total - - - 


15 


2 


4 


34 


55 
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26 January 1842. 

(1.) — Mr. Robert M^Clure is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : jj^ 

Causes of Distress. 
Abb you manager of Mr. Alfred Orrell's mill in Heaton Norris, in the borough of Stock- — — 

port ?— I am so; and have been the manager of that mill since it conmienced working in Mr. it. M*Clure. 
1834, and I was previously manager of Mr. OrrelFs mill in Portwood, which is also witiun 26 Jan. 1842. 
the borough of btockport Mr. Orrell's mill in Heaton Norris is by fer the largest m 
Stockport; we are employing altogether in that mill and in connexion with it (as carters, 
gas-men, and otherwise,) 1,264 hands at this time, of whom 846 are females. I believe 
there is no one mill in the manufacturing districts employing an equal number of hands. 
It is a cotton spinning and weaving milL 

Do you know that there are many hands wholly out of employment in the borough of 
Stockport? — I do ; continual applications are beins now made to us for employment; 1 can 
scarcely go to my meals without meeting some wno are anxious to obtain employment in 
our miU. We stopped a mill ourselves which we had at work in Portwood in August last, 
and brought part of the machinery to the mill in Heaton Norris, and we continued to 
employ them all but about 30 hands. I have no idea how many there may be in the town 
out of'^employment throu^ tiie stoppage of mills, many of them have gone away, some to 
America and other countries abroaci, and some having found employment in other mills in 
the surrounding district. 

What hands are they chiefly who apply to you for employment? — ^They are of all 
descriptions of hands, but principally power-loom weavers; some of the firms having 
stopped their looms, but continue to spm yam for exportation to foreign markets. It takes 
two weavers to weave as much yam as one person in the spinning department can prepare, 
and the wages paid in the weaving department and those inmiediately connected with it, 
are two-thirds of the whole. Therefore, giving up the weaving part of the mill, is giving 
up two-thirds of the whole. 

Has there been much short time worked lately in Stockport ?— ' A great deal ; as regards 
ourselves, we have lost about six weeks, for the whole milt, in the last year, and in the last 
four months about 400 of the looms on an average have worked not more than four days 
in the week. The whole number of looms is 1,300, all standing in one flat, attended by 651 
females, and 21 males. When our looms are in full work, our spinning department is not 
equal to the weaving department, and we then buy yam ; but at present we spin more yam 
tfian we can use in weaving, and sell the surplus. 

Have many of the mills m Stockport been working short time, more or less, during the 
last year ? — Most of them have; there have been one or two exceptions. 

Has there been any reduction in the rate of wages paid in the spinning and weav^ 
mills ? — ^Within the last two years there has been a reduction very generaJSy ; there is no 
exception to that ; if one does it, another must. In the spinning department, we have, since 
December 1839, reduced the wages of labour firom 2s. llcL per 1,000 hanks to 2s. Id., 
which has been wholly unconnected with any chanee in the machinery, or any increase or 
decrease of production. I have reason to b^eve tnat that is about the rate of reduction 
in the spinmng department throughout the town ; that is about 30 per cent. The card- 
room hands and me throstle-room hands have been reduced about 7 } per cent. ; that is 
also since December 1839. The weavers' wages have been reduced about 9 or 10 per cent. 
The other hands connected with the weavers have been reduced in about the same propor- 
tion. I believe that the rate of reduction in these departments also has been the same 
throughout the town. 

What has led to the larger rate of reduction in the spinning department ?— Principally 
the introduction of the seu-acting mule, which has been introduced into many of the mills 
in Stockport and the neighbourhood. We have had self-acting mules in our mill in Heaton 
Norris smce 1834, and have been continually improving our machinery to the present time, 
by which means we are doing with fewer hands by 100 for the whole mill for the same 
quantity of work than in 1836, when the mill was first filled with machinery. The im- 
provements have saved us both in the quantity of machinery and in the number of hands ; but 
on the other hand, the machinery is more expensive than the machinery displaced. The 
self-acting mule has been one cause of the reduction of spinners' wages. In those mills 
into whicn it has not been introduced the wages have been lowered by the masters, in order 
to contend with the self-actors. We have hand-mules as well as self-actors ; the reduction 
of 30 per cent, applies to the hand-mule spinner, and is the result merely of the lowering 
of profits, and is done in fiaict to meet the oadness of the times. The reduction took place 
> at two diflerent times ; the first was in December 1839, and the second about three months 
ago, 5c2. per 1,000 hanks each time. 

Was that reduction resisted on either occasion by the spinners? — It was not; there has 
been no strike on the part of the spinners with us ; there were so many out of employment, 
they knew very well, if they had struck, their places would have been easily filled up. We 
had a turn-out of the weavers in May 1840, on the proposed reduction of nine per cent.; 
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they remained out^ with the exception of about 100, for six weeks, after which they came 
in at the proposed reduction. 

What is the immediate cause of the non-employment, the short time, and the reduction 
of wages in Stockport ?~The duninution of profits in the trade. In April 1836 we got 
10*. l\d. on the 27-inch 72-reed printers, and to-day we could not get more than 5*. 4Jrf. 
for the same cloth ; there has been a corresponding reduction in the price of all the fabrics 
which we manufacture ; the difference in yams is scarcely so great. 

Is your manufacture chiefly for home consumption, or for the foreign market ? — Our 
manufacture at present is chiefly for tiie foreign market ; diat has been so only lately ; firom 
1834 to 1838 we manu&ctured principally for the home market; tiiat has of late years 
much declined with us ; the foreign consumption has on the whole increased, but at much 
lower prices, and to different customers ; in 1835, 1836, and 1837 our supply was principally 
to the American market; at that time we sold to one house alone in Manchester 40,000 or 
50,000 pieces per annum ; at this time we have no dealings widi that house at cJl ; our 
present trade turns in a sreat degree to the Mediterannean ; much of it goes to Constanti- 
nople, as we are informed. 

• Is the cost of production in other matters* than wages increased or diminished? — It i^ 
increased in oil from 300/. to 400^ per annum since 1834, through a rise in the price of oil. 
In wheaten flour, which we use for sizing and dressing, the increase of price since 1835 
makes a difference to us of 1,200/. per annum. 

Have you any opinion as to the causes of the badness of trade, or of anything which 
would tend to improve it?— -Without a lowering of the price of provisions, we are never 
likely to have such a home trade as we used to have ; people are obliged to spend so much 
of their earnings in provisions that they have nothing left to lay out in clothes as they 
formerly had. In 1835 the wages in Stockport were 15 per cent, higher, on an average, 
than they are now, and^provisions are now considerably dearer. If we had a better home 
trade we should get better prices also from the foreigners ; there is so much offered to 
them now, they have it all their own way. 



{2,.)— Janus Wilkinson^ Esq. is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Jamei Wilkinson^ Are you a cotton-spinner at Stockport? — I am so ; I have been in the trade as a com- 
Esq. inercial man 20 years ; and I have been connected with the trade all my life. I now occupy 

I !■! ■■■I,., two mills in Heaton Norris, in Ae borough of Stockport I am the owner of one of those 

mills, and I have a lease of the other. 

What is the amount of horse-power and the number of hands employed in your mills? — 
I have 50 horse-power, and about 150 hands in each mill. 

Do you know that tiiere are many hands unemployed in Stockport? — ^There are, indeeed, 
a great number. I know that by the rates we have to pay, in the first place ; and secondly, 
by the number of horse-power which is out of emplovment in the borough. 

Have you formed any estimate of the amount of horse-power which is out of employ- 
mmt ? — I have ; and 1 be^ to hand in an estimate, from which it will be seen that there 
is 1,083 horse-power in the borough unemployed, which was in action in 1836. If you 
allow five hands on an average to each horse-power, which is probably a fair estimate, 
allowing three hands per power in the spinning and carding department, and two hands per 
power in addition, or for weaving department, which requires more hands in proportion to 
the horse-power, that would give you an estimate of 5,415 fewer hands now in employment 
than were at work in 1836. 

You do not mean that those 5,415 hands are actually in the borough of Stockport at the 
present time out of employment ? — By no means ; many of them have gone off to their own 
parishes. Some have found work elsewhere in the manufacturing districts, and some have 
emigrated to America; but I have no doubt that there are nearly 4,000 operatives totally 
out of employment in Stockport ; and I beUeve that there are as many more in distress 
owing to tneir working short time. 

' Has there been much short time worked at Stockport ? — ^There has been, more especially 
during th& last year. Many large establishments nave been working short time, and are 
working short time now. 

Has the rate of wages been reduced? — ^The rate of wages has certainly been reduced; 
but the operatives have suffered more firom working short time than they have from the 
reduction of wages. The reduction in the rate of wages has been on the average about 
15 per cent In some departments the reduction has been more, and in some less. 

What has led to the stoppage of the mills, to the working short time, and to the reduction 
of wages ? — ^The depression of trade, which is owing, in my opinion, to a variety of causes. 
In the first place, we have suffered a great deal from foreign competition. The Belgians, 
the Swiss, and even the French, who, at the close of the war, did not, I believe, manufacture 
at all in cotton, now manufacture to a great extent, and produce yams and fabrics nearly as 
good as in England ; and some of the Swiss cottons are, I believe, quite as good. ' Another 
cause of the depression of trade is the high price of provisions, which affects us in several 
ways. It diminishes materially the home consumption of manufactured goods, because as 
the operatives are compelled to lay out so much more of their wages in bread, they have 
not so much to lay out in manufactures. This principally causes the depression m our 
trade. 
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Are you speaking of the operatiyes in the manufactuiing districts ? — I am; for their con- 
sumption is of very great importance to us ; so that supposing that trade were good^ and 
they were actually in the receipt of as high wages as formerly^ they could not possibly 
afford to lay out the same quantity of mcmey in manufactures* But this supposition is not 
the fact ; and now that wa^s are somewhat reduced, and there is a great want of employ- 
ment, and the price of provisions is nevertheless high, the portion of wages which they can 
spare for manunictured goods is very small indeed. 

Do you consider that the same observation applies to the agricultural labourers? — 
Indeed I do ; for the wages of agricultural labourers are so low tbat they can afford very 
little money for wearing aprorel ; and even when they are most pro^rous, they are by no 
means our best customers. Our best home market is in the manufacturing districts, and if the 
manufecturing districts are distressed, or if, under any circumstances, the price of provisions 
is high, our home market must suffer. 

Have you not good customers in other parts of Ghneat Britain besides the manufacturing 
districts T— Yes ; we have such customers, who are of a higher class, and who are numerous, 
but still the number of the operatives in the manufacturing districts is greater, and they are, 
in fact, our most valuable customers. And while speakmg of the effects of a low pnce of 
provisions, I wish to add, that we cannot compete with foreigners, if provisions are dear 
with us, while they are low amongst them. If the provisions in England were as cheap as 
abroad, we should have nothing to fear from the foreign competition. 

Can you mention any other causes which appear to you to nave occasioned the distress at 
Stockport or elsewhere ? — What I have already mentioned are the principal causes, in com- 
parison with which all others are insignificant. However, I do not mean to deny that joint- 
stock banks have done us a great deal of harm, and that far more capital has been 
introduced into the trade during the last ten years than was reasonable, in reference to the 
laws then and now in operation reacting trade. But I am convinced that the evils pro« 
duced by these causes would have been temporary, and that we should soon have recovered 
from their effects, had it not been for the high price of provisions ever since 1836, which, in 
my opinion, has been caused by the com laws. They must be done away with, or they will 
rain our trade. 
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31 January 1842. 
(3.) — Cq>has Howard, Esq. is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Are you a manufacturer in the borough of Stockport ? — Our mills are situate in Port- 
Wood, within the borough, and are applied to spinning and weaving of cotton yam. We 
spin both for sale and for our own weaving. 

We are informed that about 1,000 horse-power is standing in the borough at this time ; 
how many mill-hands do you calculate would be thrown wholly out of employment if that 
information is correct ? —Four tiiousand at the least, making the estimate from our own 
establishment. There are some workmen dependent on the mills, who will not be included 
in that estimate, such as reed-makers, heald-knitters/ band-makars, who are not usually 
employed inside the mill. 

What is the amount of horse^power employed in your establishment? — We have 180 
horse-power in steam, 20 of water. 

Win the proportion of hands employed, per one horse-power, be greater or less in the 
smaller mills ? — ^The proportion will be less, I think, in the smaller mOls, because many of 
them have nothing but spinning ; but the answer to that depends on whether weaving or 
spinning is most performed in such mills. 

Has the proportion of hands to each horse-power altered during the last few years ? — In 
the spinning department it clearly has decreased, from improved machinery ; in the 
weaving there has been not much change. In the dressing department, from an improve- 
ment in the machinery, and the process of drying, one-third more work is now done than 
would have been done by the same number of bands three years ago. 

Is there not some additional outlay necessary to effect that ? — Certainly in the spinning, 
where new machinery has been substituted for old, being of a different construction ; but m 
the dressing not much additional outlay. 

What, in your opinion, has led to the present state of trade as now exhibited at Stock- 
port ? — I should attribute it to the great increase of new mills and machinery, not only in 
Stockport but in the surrounding district, through which there has been more production 
than there is a legitimate demand for. 

Are you enabl^ to form an estimate of the increase of steam-power in Stockport, or the 
surrounding district, since 1835? — I should say, on conjecture, that not more than 500 
liorse-power has been introduced since January 1885 up to the present time within the 
borough. 

Do you know the degree of increase of steam-power within the same period in the cotton 
district of Lancashire generally ? — No, I have never taken that into consideration ; but I 
•should conjecture it to be increased one-third within that period. 
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competition of new mills and new machinery established in other localities where the 
spinning and weaving of cotton was not carried on before, at which new establishments a 
lower grade of wa^es was fixed to commence with. We in Stockport could not compete 
with so low a grade of wages as was established ebewhere in various parts of the cotton 
districts ; and we were not enabled to lower our wases in such a degree as this competition 
called for, in consequence of the combinations of Vie hands which were formed to resist a 
a reduction of the wages. 

Have there been very serious turn-outs of the hands for wages at Stockport ? — ^There 
have been at various periods, particularly one in 1829. That was a general turn-out of 
spinners and weavers to resist a reduction of wages ; it lasted for six months as a general 
strike ; at the end of that period some mills wait into work again, but the dispute was not 
finally settled for nine months. The hands were ultimately beaten, and came into work at 
the reduced wages. Since that time there was not much reduction of wages, nor any turn- 
out of a serious nature until within the last three years. Within that period a further 
reduction of wa^es has taken place, and a general tumrout of the weavers was the conse^ 
quence. The spinners did not turn-out so generally on that occasion, but the stoppage of 
me weaving had the efiect of stopping the ginning. The hands were obliged in the end 
to submit to the reduction of the wages. From the best inquiries which we have been 
enabled to make, we believe that the rate of wages has been kept higher at Stockport by 
these proceedings than in manv localities in the cotton distnct where new mills and 
machinery have been introduced, and where the spinning of cotton was not {previously so 
much carried on. 

To what parts of the cotton district do you more particularly alli^de ? — Preston, Bury, 
Heywood, Burnley, Blackburn, Wigan, and Hindley, in all wnich places the increase of 
mills and machinery for spinnii^ and for powo^loom weaving has been very great of late 
years, those processes not having been previously carried on there to any great extoit^ 
comparatively speaking. 

You do not then include Bolton as one of those places ? — No, I do not, nor Oldham ; in 
Bolton the processes in question have been longer established ; and in both Bolton and 
Oldham the rate of wages has been about the same as at Stockport ; and I think you would 
find those places much in the same position as regards turn-outs. Hyde, Ashton, and 
Staleybridge, may also be classed with Stockport in regard to the general rate of wages. 

How is the rate of wages for spinning and weaving cotton at Manchester, as compared 
with the rate at Stockport ? — Much the same. 

Are you enabled to state, in detail, the difference in the rate of wages in other localities, 
and in the rate at Stockport, in the several processes adverted to?«-The diffisrence woald, 
I tfiink,varyfirom five to ten percent, less in the {dkMXs I have mentioned than we are giving 
at Stockport. For example, we understand that at Heywood they pay their card-room hands 
Is. or 78. 6d.y where we should pay Bs. or 8«. 6d. for the same work. 

Have you reason to believe that the other places which you have referred to as sustaining 
an equallv high rate of wages as Stockport, are exhibiting the same degree of distress ? — 
I do not know; but I have understood by public reports, and firom no other source, that 
a great degree of distress exists at Bolton. ' 

Are you aware whether much distress exists at Manchester ? — I am not able to say there 
does ; in a place i/diere there is so much variety of employment as Manchester, dq>ression 
in a particular branch of trade is likely to be less felt. 

Has the over-production which you have assigned as the cause of the present depression 
of trade, occurred in a greater degree at Stockport than in other puts of the cotton 
district ? — I believe not ; on tiie other hand, I think that in several other places the increase 
of machinery and mills has been much greater in proportion to the original plant than at 
Stockport. For instance, at Preston, where formerly but little spinning and power-loom 
weaving was carried on, the power of production has extensively incre^ed of late years. 
Spinning has been carried on at Stodcport for 60 years past ; and power-loom weaving was 
fest introduced here about the year 1808. 

Are there any other causes wnich you would refer to as producing the present distress at 
Stockport? — ^Tne immediate cause of that distress is the stoppage of two large mills within 
the last six months, and of several other mills which have stopped work within the last 
three or four years ; and that distress has of late been mudi aggravated by the short time 
which has been wcnrked by most of the other mills. 

Does it occur to you that the laws affecting trade have had any influence in causing the 
present depression at Stockport? — ^With regard to that question, what we want, I thmk, is 
an outlet for our manufactures ; the working classes think little about the price of proviuoas 
so long as they are fiiUy employed ; and Airther, whatever the price of provisions may be, 
unless such an outlet for our manufactures is found, the price of labour wiU go down. 
MThether any such outlet would be created by an alteration of the present com laws, I am 
extremely doubtful. 

Do you think that a lower price of provisions would lead in any way to an increased 
demand for the manufactures of the place ?— Yes, I think it would, by lessening the cost of 
production, and better enabling the manufe.cturer to meet die foreign competition, which is 
now springing up both in Europe and America. 

In what way would it lessen the cost of production? — By enabling the operative to subsist 
on less money wages, without diminishing his comforts. 

Are you of opimon that the rate of wages in the manufectunng districts is determined by 
the price of provisions, or by the relation of supply and demand for labour ? — By the 
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supply and demand for labour, and not by the price of provisions at any time within my 
expenence. 

Do you consider, then, that a lower price of provisions would tend to a reduction of 
wages f — No, I think not ; but that wages are entirely regulated by supply and demand. 

Have you experienced Uie effects of foreign competition ? — Yes ; our correspondent writes 
from the west coast of South America, that is, Valparaiso and Lima, that in consequence 
of a large importation from Lowell, in the United States, they have not been enabled t^ 
effect sales on our behalf, and they recommend us to imitate the cloth imported from 
Lowell, and have sent us a pattern for that purpose. The fabric was what is here called 
a stout shirtine cloth. We have also a letter from Buenos Ayres, saying, that a cargo 
arrived from the United States, which they, the Americans, are selling on in their usual 
manner, which prevents sales, and tends to bring down the price of English goods. The way 
the Americans effect their sales, is to put the goods up to auction for ready money, and to 
carry away the dollars. 

Is that correspondence of recent date? — ^The letter from Buenos Ayres was received by 
us vrithiu a fortnight, and the other vrithin six weeks. 

Do you know ue rate of wages of the operatives at Lowell, or the price of provisionf 
there? — No, I do not 

Do you think that a low price of provisions would assist in creating a demand for manu- 
fiictures, or benefit trade in any other way than by enabling the English manufacturer to 
compete with the foreigner? — A low price of provisions would enable the working classes to 
purchase clothing out of the savings arising from that circumstance. If the workman has 
occasion to lay out less in food, he will have a surplus to lay out in clothing, and thereby 
the consumption would be increased. Whether any reduction of the present duties oa 
imported com would ensure a lower price of proviuons I feel doubtful ; but any alteration 
of the law which would effect a lower price of provisions, would be of advantage to the 
manufacturer. I am also doubtful whether any alteration of the corn-laws would produce 
an outlet for our goods to the continent of Europe ; but I think that a reduction of the 
duties would benefit the manufacturer as regards the United States. I do not think tha 
the continent of Europe would take our goods for com produced there, but I do think that 
the Americans would exchange their com for our manumctures. 

Do you think that, under ordinary circumstances, the tendency of lowering the duty on 
any article imported for consumption is to reduce the price of that article to me consumer? 
— Yes, I certainly think so. 

What then is tnere peculiar to the Question of com, which leads you to doubt whether 
a lowering of the duty would reduce tne price to the consumer ? — I have no reason to think 
that com is an article which would be operated upon by a lowering of the duty differently 
from any other article ; but I have observed that at former periods com has maintained 
a high price before there was any sliding scale in existence. 

To what former periods are you refemng ? — ^The high prices which I allude to were during 
the time of war. 
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31 January 1842. 
(4.) — James Marshall^ Esq. Jun. is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

Arb you a partner in the firm of Messrs. James Marshall & Scms, spinners and manu* 
factorers in cotton in Stockport ? — I am so. We weave about half as much as we spin. 

How long have you been in the trade ?^^ixteen years. 

What is the amount of horse-power in your establishment ? — Including a new engine 
which we have lately put up, we have 800 horse-power upon our premises. We have 
between 1,400 and 1,500 hands employed in our mills. 

Do you think that many of the operatives in Stockport are out of employment? — 
Yes ; and many in a state of great distress ; which is severer than I ever remember, on 
account of its long continuance. In 1826 there was severe distress, but the mills were 
fewer and the hands were fewer, and it did not last so long, although there was then, per- 
haps, for a certain period a more general stoppage of the mills, and there were several 
extensive failures. I recollect that period well from the circumstance of my having been 
made a partner the year before. Bowed cotton at Midsummer 1826 was It. djrf to 
1 5. 6 d. per pound, and before the end of 1826 the same cotton was seUing at 6 i d. Twist 
made from the above cotton fell in price from 2 1. 10 1 d. in 1825 to 1 1. 1 j|<f. in 1826 ; so 
that the fluctuations in the market during those two years were very great. 

From what period do you date the present distress in Stockport? — From the year 1837 
trade began to decline. The year 1836 and part of 1836 were prosperous times. But since 
then trade has gradually been becoming worse and worse ; and distress was periiaps never 
more severely felt than now. 

Have you formed any opinion as to the causes which have produced this distress ? — I am 
inclined to think that it has been partly caused by over-production, and partly by a falling 
ofi in the home demand for our goods. 

What precise meaning do you intend to convey by the word over-production ?t-I mean 
that more goods have been manufactured than there is a legitimate demand for. In the 
prosperous years of 1835, and in the two preceding years likewise, a considerable number 
of new mills were erected, and additional steam power to a very large amount was brought 
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II. into action in the cotton district of Lancashire and Cheshire ; and the natural effect was^ 

Causes (t( Distress, that owing to the great competition, the price of cotton goods was materially lowered, and 
profits lessened. 

Have you formed any estimate of the additional amount of steam power which has been 
erected smce January 1835 either in Stockport or in the cotton district of Lancashire and 
Cheshire ? — No, I have not formed any sucn estimate ; but my opinion is, that in Stockport 
there is not at present more power actually in operation than there was in 1835. Additional 
power has undoubtedly been erected in Stockport since 1835 ; but there are several mills 
m the borough which are now standing empty. In the cotton district generally there has 
been a great increase of steam power ;l)ut I have not the means of estimating the precise 
amount of such increase. 

Are you certain that there has been a falling off in the home demand for cotton goods ?— 
I think there has. The Manchester warehousemen complain very much of having nothing 
to do in the home market. 

Does your own experience confirm their statements ? — Yes, it does. We have been in the 
habit of manufacturing both for the home and the foreign market ; and previous to Novem^ 
ber 1840 our business in the two was about equal ; but since that penod we have manu- 
factured principally for the foreign market. 

To what do you attribute the falling off in the home market? — ^We attribute it to the 
falling off in the means to purchase goods amongst the labouring classes generally. The 
high prices of provisions since the year 1836 have prevented them fit)m spending the same 
amount of money in clothing. 

Do you think that the agncultural part of the labouring population would be better able 
to purcLase clothing, if the price of provisions were reduced? — Yes, I think they would. 

Are not the wages of agricultural labourers likely to be higher, in consequence of a 
higher price of corn ? — I cannot tell what may be the case with the agricultural labourers^ 
The wages of the manufacturing operatives are not regulated by the pnces of manu&ctured 
goods; out rather by the profitable state of the trade, and the demand for labour; and the 
profits are by no means always the greatest whei\ the prices of manufactured 'goods are the 
ni^hest. For much depends upon the price of the raw material, that is to say, not only the 
pnce of cotton, but the price of many articles which we consume in the process, such as 
oil, fiour, tallow, coal, &c. Our consumption of oil alone costs about 1,200/. a year. 

Can you draw a parallel between the cost of the raw materials in manufacturing pro- 
cesses, and any part of the cost of production in agriculture? — ^The rent of land, perhaps, 
corresponds most nearly with the raw material m our manufactures ; and judging from 
experience in my own business, I should presume that the wages pf agricultural labourers 
would depend upon the profits of fanners, and the demand for labour. 

Would not the profits of farmers depend materially upon the price of com? — They mi^ht 
to a certain extent; but they would also depend upon the amount of rent and the other 
expenses of production. 

Has the falUng ofi* in the home market for manufactured ^oods had any effect on the 
foreign market? — It has had the effect of lowering prices, which has acted as an induce- 
ment to the exporters to try fresh markets, and in that way has led to an extension of 
foreign commerce. But I would rather .see that consumed in our own country. It would 
be better for us if we consumed more, and shipped less to other parts. The great increase 
in exportation has been in yams rather than in finished goods. 

Are there any other causes which you can refer to as having produced the remarkable 
degree of diiBtress which now prevails in Stockport? — Yes. . I would refer to the high rate 
of wages which the mill-owners have been" compelled to pay in comparison with the milU 
owners in other districts. 

By what means have the mill-owners been compelled to pay higher wages in Stockport 
than elsewhere ? — ^They have been compelled by the influence of combinations amongst the 
operatives. These have been carried to such an extent that where a manufacturer has been 
in low circumstances, the operatives knowing it, have taken advantage of him to compel 
the payment of 10 to 15 per ceni;. higher wa^es dian the circumstances of the trade would 
justify. The manufacturer was then placed in this position : if he was able to stand a 
struggle for some months, he generally succeeded in reducing the wages to the trade prices 
without a turn-out. But where a mill-owner was not in easy circumstances, they made him 
continue to pay a higher rate of wages than his neighbours, until at last he almost was com- 
pelled to suspend payment. In almost all the late failures in Stockport, and certainly in all 
the large ones, this has been the principal cause of the evil. In one case, with which I am 
well acquainted, a mill-owner, up to the day of his failure, had been paying upwards of 
2,000 /.per annum more than the trade price in Stockport. In another case, a mill-owner 
stated that he had paid more in extra wages than the amount of his deficiencies. 

Is the general rate of wa^es still higher in Stockport than in other districts? — I am of 
opinion that it is ; particulany as compared with some parts of Lancashire, such as Black- 
bum, Preston, and in the neighbourhood of Lancaster. But in 1839, we did make some 
reduction with a view to equaUzation of wa^s. This, however, occasioned a turn-out, 
which lasted some weeks. Since then they have made still further reduction in some of 
the other districts, and we have as yet not fully followed their example ; so that we still 
remain somewhat in advance of them in our rate of wages. 
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4 Febraary 1842. 
(5.) — T. Ashton, Esq. is Examined, and deposes as follows : 

Abb you an occupier of mills for the spinning and manufacturing of cotton goods, situate 
in the Hyde District of the Stockport Umon ? — Yes ; I am owner and occupier of mills em- 
ploying about 1,500 workpeople, and have been a master manufacturer of cotton for 42 years. 

Is there much distress now existing among the operatives at Hyde? — ^There is a con- 
siderable degree of distress at present existing there, which has however arisen very 
recently from causes which may be partly temporary, as a break-down and a turn-out, and 
partly from the badness of trade. The break-down occurred at Mr. Charles Howard's mills, 
about a fortnight since, and has stopped the mills entirely up to the present time. At 
other mills there has been a dispute between the masters and the hands as to wages, the 
hands having turned out; that has occurred also within the last few days. One small mill 
also has stopped work, owing to a misunderstanding between the partners, who have 
stopped the mill to dispose of the stock. 

Do you know whether any of the persons thrown out of emploj^nent by these recent 
events have made appUcation for parochial relief? — I am not aware that they have ; it is 
too soon yet ; numbers have, however, made application for private reUef, which they have 
received from their neighbours, so far as they were able to assist them. There is a great 
difference between such of the people as have minted from the south and our native 
population as tp their readiness to apply for parochial relief; with the former, if anything 
nappens amiss, they get somebody to write to the parish for them immediately ; the native 
worKmen will suffer very severely before they will go to the parish ; when, however, the ice 
is once broken they lose their former feeling of independence. About five or six years ago, 
we ascertained, by a strict examination of the famihes of those who were in our own em- 
ployment, amounting (together with the families) to at least 3,000 people, that there was 
not one person of the whole number in the receipt of parochial relief. 

Are your own mills now in work ? — ^They are in full work. 

How is it that you are in full work, wmle other mills are working short time? — I am 
shipping goods, on my own account principally, to the East, that is, to the East Indies and 
Chma. 

Has your trade always been in that direction ? — No ; it was formerly principally in the 
home trade, but for the last three years the demand from me for the home consumption has 
so fallen off, that I have been obliged to resort to the foreign trade, and in fact to turn mer- 
chant on my own account'. 

Can you give any estimate of the relative proportions of goods which you now supply to 
the home and foreign markets, and of the proportions of the same which you supphed for- 
merly ? — Formerly the quantity which I supplied to the home trade was about three-fourths 
of my whole production, the remaining one-fourth being supplied for foreign consumption ; 
as nearly as J can tell, those proportions are at this time reversed. 

Can you assign any reason for the severe degree of distress now existing at Stockport, as 
compared with other parts of the manufacturing districts? — ^You will probably obtain that 
information better by your inquiries from parties in the trade, and from other sources, in 
Stockport. 

Has not the distress now existing in Stockport Union been caused in some degree by the 
operation of causes which affect the cotton trade generally ? — No doubt that it has. 

What, in your opinion, are the most prominent of those causes? — Principally, in my 
opinion, the high pnce of provisions, which has led to the remarkable decline of the home 
consumption. I always find that when provisions are high, my country trade is flat ; and 
that when provisions are low, we have a great demand for the home market. 

Is the demand for agricultural parts of the country worse in consequence of a high price 
of provisions ? — I have found it so certainly, and to a very great extent; my own supply 
was, I well know, to agricultural districts principally. 

How do you know that ? — I know that, oecause I know that the factors whom I supplied 
sold again principally in agricultural counties, as Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, Here- 
fordshire, and the adjacent counties. 

May not that falhng-off in your demand for home consumption have arisen from the 
competition of other manufacturers ? — No, I have reason to believe not ; I have not lost 
any of my customers through asking too high a price ; and i am, in point of fact, supplying 
goods to the same parties as before, but in a less degree. . 

What other causes, in your opinion, besides the high price of provisions, have operated 
in producing the present state of the cotton trade ? — One great reason is the extraordinary 
derangement of the American mone^ market, which took place some few years since, and 
the consequent injury to our trade m that quarter, from the effects of which we have not 
yet recovered. Another cause, and a very important one, is the existing system of our 
duties on the importation of foreign produce. I allude principally to the duties on foreign 
mgars, of which I am myself an importer. I think also that much injury arises to the 
persons employed in the cotton trade through the great fluctuations in the prices of grain. 

How does that operate in producing distress among the working people ? — A fluctuation 
of the price of grain leads usually to a fluctuisttion m the price of other provisions, and 
nothing is so injurious to the working classes as that fluctuation. When provisions are 
cheap there is not so great a competition on the part of the people for employment ; and 
from this, among other causes existing at such times, there is a greater scarcity of hands ; 
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n. a high pnce of proyisions^ on the contrary, dnves them to increased competition for employ- 

Causes of Distress, ment ; and this, together with other causes existing at such times, tenas to lower the rate 
-*•• of wages. Hence sudden and great fluctuations m the price of provisions must lead to 

T. Asktton^ Esq. distress among the opetutives. I attach so much weight to this consideration, that I would 
4 Feb. 1942. rather see a moderate steady price of provisions than any state of things accompanied by 
great fluctuati<Ni8 of prices. 

Has not the establishment of joint-stock banks, and the nature of the managemeot of 
some of them at periods now past, had some influence on the present state of 5ie cotton 
trade ? — t think tney caused, at one time, a considerable increase of the capital employed in 
the trade, which acted very injuriously to the capitalists previously engaged in it; and the 
influence of joint-stock banks in that respect was very mischievous there is no doubt. At 
the present time, however, I doubt whether there is more capital employed in the trade 
than there would have been had joint-stock banks never existed, the capital introdaced 
through the medium of joint-stock banks having driven other capital from the trade. 

Apart from the consideration of joint-stock baAks, do you not think that more than a 
kgitunate amount of capital has been introduced into the cotton trade of late years?— No, 
I think not, provided we had open markets, and a moderate steady price of provisions. I 
think that if the home maiket could take its share of our goods we should not be maaofiu)- 
turing too much ; the exports have, in fact, increased. 

Is not much of the capital which has of late years been introduced, lying idle, being 
locked up in mills and machinery, which are either wholly standing or working short 
time ? — That certainly is the case to some extent. Capital newly introduced has, as I 
before stated, rendered capital, which was preidously invested, unproductive. 

Can the amount of additional capital invested in the trade within a given period be teen* 
rately measured by the increase of steam-^wer, which has occurred widua the sanie 
period ? — No, it cannot accurately ; in some cases additional steam-power has been wanted 
without any increase either of the machinery or the building. 

How does that haj^pen? — It is in order to insure more steady turning, and also to pre- 
vent the occurrence of break-downs through the engine being over-weighted. 

What, in your opinion, is the proportion of fixed capital to each horse-power, which in the 
case of new establishments bein^ erected, may be considered as the usual outlay ?— It w3I 
be more or less, according to Sie intended application of the power; but on die avenge 
I should say that at this time it would be 400 Z. per horse-power; in 1895 it was 
about 500 /. 

What has led to the difier^:ice ? — ^The altered cost of the mills and machinery, and the 
apphcation of more power to the same number of spindles or looms. 

About what number of hands do you calculate to each horse-power ? — ^Reckoning Ae 
whole number of hands employed upon the premises, including jobbers, carters, mechanics, 
and others, the proportion of hands to each horse-power is now about five. In 1835 tiie 
proportion has been said to be six, and I think that such a calculaticm at that tinie would 
be perfectly correct. 



5 February 1842. 

(6.) — Robert Gee, Esq. is Examined, and d^oses, on Oath, as follows : 

JRobtrt Gee, Esq. Arb you a spinner and manufacturer in cotton in Stockport? — I am, and I have been in 
— . this line of business nearly 30 years, in partnership with my brother Mr. James Gee. The 

5 Feb. 1842. amount of horse-power in our establishment is 80 ; and we employ 411 hands. 

Are you aware that many operatives in Stockport are now out of employment ? — This is 
certainly the case. Two large establishments have ceased working during tiie last six 
months, and many smaller ones have been at a stand-still some time. The distress Aroagh 
the whole of the manufacturing districts is severe ; but I have reason to beUeve that it is 
more severe in Stockport than elsewhere. 

Why, in your c^inion, has Stodcport felt the pressure more than other manu&cturing 
localities ? — ^The main cause is the difference in the rate of wages, which has been higher 
in Stockport than elsewhere. 

Are you able to offer any detailed information respecting the amount of such differeoce? 
— I am. We have lately had occasion to make very minute inquiries on this subject, and 
the result is, that Stockport manufacturers are even now paying 10 per cent, hiffher than 
manufacturers in parts of Lancashire ; such, for example, as Lancaster, Preston, Bkckbnrn, 
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PEICES irOW PATIKO IN LANCASHIEE. 



PRICY8 PAID IN 



For drawiDf tenters, fiom $9. 6d. to js. per week* • 
Roying fhune ditto, from js. to js.Sd, per week - 

Jack fipame ditto, from js. 6d. to B$, 6d, per wedc A 

Strippen,fTom9«.perweek - - - - 

Whetters and grinders, from 9 s. to io#. per week •< 

Throstle siNnners, on 350 spindlest 6#. 6d. per week - 
INtto - - ditto - - 300 spindles, 7 s. per week 
Ditto - - ditto - • 350 q>indle6, *ji.6d. per week • 
Ditto - - ditto • * 400 spindles, 8 <. per week 

Overlookers of weavers, from 1 #. 3 (2. to 1 ^ 6 ^ in the 
pound ; the majority, 1 j. 3 cf. in the pound (the 
average, 1 #• 4 4 d.) 

lidding, from 6 1 1/. to 7 dL per 20 lbs. . - • 

Warping, from s i. to a } cf. per 20 lbs. - - « 

Dressings from i^d^ to a |i<^ lor 4X>*]nch 7a reed 
cloth, 35 yards long. 

Ditto, from I -^d. to a d. for 36 x 40*inche8, 66 
reed cloth, as yards long. 

Mechanics, ai s. to 22 s. per week « - - - 
Joiners, 20s. to ai #• per week . « . . 

Drawing in, a g if. per 1^000 ends * « • « 



Twisting in, 2d. per 1,000 ends 
Stockport, 7 February 184a. 



Lancaster 

Preston • 

Blackburn 
Wigan - 

Aceriogton 

Chorley - 
Bolton . 

Darwen - 
Blackburn 
Preston - 
Wlgan - 



U. 



^^«t^,«» Stockport Causes of bistrcM. 

same kind of Work. jtoierTdZ^ l^a. 

— ' 5 Feb. 184a. 

'js.Sd.to&s.Qd, 
&9.togs.6d. 

gs. to ii#. 

10 s. to Its. 

111. to 14#. 

8#. 

9 *. 6 rf. 

10 s. 

--If. 6d. to i#. gd, 
in the pound. 

7 flT. per ao lbs. 
9|i. per aollis. 
%id. 

2ld. to a^d. 

aa«. to a6«. 
ai#. to a4«« 



- - afif. to t jif.per 
1,000 ends. 

I a}<f. per 1,000 ends. 



Robert Gee. 



* What is the cause of the manufrtcturers paying higher wages in Stockport than in other 
localitiea ? — Stockport has been for some time a seat of the cotton manufacture, and conse- 
quently commenced on a higher rate of wages ; and, owing to combinations of the workmen 
amongst us, it was extremefy difficult to effect a reduction. In prosperous times this did 
not very materially injure us ; if vre made a moderate profit we were content. Perhaps, 
also, our attention was not then so much directed to this difference. But, when trade 
became depressed, the difference became important, and even vital. We instituted accurate 
inquiries on this head, and became fully convinced that, in order to produce the same 
quantity of work, we were expending more miHiey in wages than elsewhere. But some of 
tne manufrtcturers who had no great command of ready-money (which command^ however, 
they would have had, if for a series of years they had not been paying too high wages), 
were aifraid to attempt a reduction, because this would have immediately led to a turn-out 
amongst their hands. Accordingly they went on at the old rate ; and I have not the 
slightest doubt that some manufacturers in Stockport have failed from this cause, and from 
this cause only. 

Is there any other ca^e which has led to the frdlure of some of the other manufru!turers ? 
— The effect of the joint<«tock banks has injured all persons enea^^ in the cotton trade, 
and has been very mischievous to Stockport. Two lai^e establishments have failed during 
the last three years, which were debtors to the joint-stock banks to a very considerable 
amount. 

Have YOU any other observations to offer respecting the depressed state of the cotton 
trade, either in Stockport or elsewhere ? — I think that the cotton trade is now depressed, 
owing to a complication of causes. The vrar in China, the disturbances in Canada, and the 
monetary derangements in the United States, have all tended to injure our trade, at the 
very time that, owing to the influx of capital into the business, and the conseauent erection 
of new mills and machinery, the production was greatly increased. We have nad, likewise, 
a succession of bad harvests, which have materiaUy afiected the home trade, by diminishing 
the home consumption, and thereby forcing many of our manufacturers into the foreign 
trade. 
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Causes of Distreu. 

iRohat Gee, Esq. 
3 Feb. 184a. 



In what maimer have the bad haryestg diminished the home consumption of manu&ctared 

S;oods? — By raising the price of provisions for the whole population generally, • and thus 
caving them less money to lay out in clothing. 

Has the consumption of manu&ctures fidlen off in the agricultural districts ? — ^The price 
of provisions must have affected the agricultural population, as well as the operatives 
engaged in manufiictures. The rate of wa^es in the a^cultural counties does not appear 
tohave increased, or at least not in proportion to the mcreased price of provisions. The 
agricultural population, therefore, has not been able to spend so much money in clothing 
as formerly. However, the great falling off in the home consumption has been in the 
manufacturing districts. The operatives, who are on the whole our best customers, are in 
a state of severe distress, and cannot possibly purchase the same quantity of clothing as in 
prosperous times. 

Have any of the laws affecting trade been injurious to the manufacturing interests ? — 
The laws paraed to reflate the hours of working in factories have had an injurious result 
upon the operatives, inasmuch as they have caused fewer hands to be employed, by 
stunulating invention in the improvement of machinery. 

How have those laws had this effect ?— If you have capital to a certain amount invested 
in mills and machinery, you naturally expect a certain return, including the interest of 
money on the original outlay, and to cover the wear and tear of the machinery, which 
causes an annual depreciation usually estimated at 7 } per cent. But if a law is passed, 
prohibiting you from using your machinery more than a certain number of hours in the 
day, you must, in order to realize the same profits, either produce a greater quantity in 
proportion to the diminution of time, or you must reduce the wages of the workmen, wnich 
of course are an important element in the cost of production ; and on either supposition the 
operatives must suffer. However, in making this statement, I do not mean to object to the 
regulations respecting children under 18. 

Do you wish to make any other observations on the laws affecting trade ?— I do not wish 
to make any other observations. 



2 February 1842» 
(7.) — Edward Hollins, Esq. is Examined, and deposes, on Oath, as follows : 

£. HoOiiu Esq. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ business in the cotton trade at Stockport ? — I am ; my works are apphed to 

* ^* the spinning and manufacturing of cotton goods, and also to bleaching, t have been in 

n Peb. 184a. business here 13 years. 

What is the amount of horse-power on your premises? — ^About 50, for spinning and 
manufacturing ; and about 25 additional for me bleaching department. 

Do you bleach your own manufactures only? — I bleach for the trade generally, as well 
as for myself. 

Is there not much distress at this time existing amone the working classes in Stockport? 
— Distress exists to an unprecedented degree ; during Uie time I have been here I have 
never seen anything Uke it, either for severity or long continuance. 

From what does it arise ? — From the non*employment of a gre&t number of hands thrown 
out by the entire stoppage of some of the mills ; from the short time which is being 
worked by others, and from the general depreciation of wages. 

What, in your opinion, has led to this state of things in Stockport ? — Any one must see 
that Stockport suners in some degree from peculiar causes. One which strikes me as most 
apparent is the existence of unions of the workpeople, which have been far more powerful 
in Stockport than in other parts of the manufacturing districts. 

How is it that such unions have been more powerful in Stockport than in other places? 
— Stockport has always been considered the head place for turn-outs in the cotton districts 
of Lancashire and Cheshire ; and all the neighbouring unions have joined liberally in the 
support of turn-outs at Stockport, because they thought that an abatement of wages there 
would be the forerunner of a general reduction. This is so much the case, that Stockport 
hands are regarded with distrust and dislike when applying for work in the neighbourhood, 
in consequence of their notorious disposition to turn out. 

Have there been many turn-outs of late years in Stockport? — None very serious or 
general within the last few years, but there was a very protracted one in 1829, and although 
the masters were, after much loss and inconvenience, ultimately successful on that occasion, 
the apprehension of a recurrence of such proceedings has operated in preventing the reduc- 
tion of wages to the same level with* other districts. 
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Do you think that speculation has been more active of late years in Stockport than in the jj. 

cotton district generally ? — I should think not. Causes of Distress. 

Have not some parties been assisted in their manufacturing operations to a great extent i-.- 

by banking establishments ? — Certainly, there is no doubt of that. £• HoiUnSf Esqv 

Was that the case in regard to the estabUshment of Messrs. Lane? — It was so. ^ ^^- ^^^^* 

Were you not an inspector appointed by the creditors after the stoppage ?— I was an 
inspector, not appointea by the creditors, but by Mr. Lane. 

To what amount was the Stockport Bank a creditor in that case? — The Stockport Bank, 
at the time the inspectorship commenced, was a creditor to upwards of 28,000 L 

Was any other bank a creditor in that case ? — ^The Manchester and Liverpool District 
Bank was a creditor. 

To what amount ? — I cannot state exactly; but I believe nearly 12,000 Z. 

Have not those banks been lai^e creditors in other cases ? — 1 believe they have ; but I 
cannot speak particularly as to the amount in other cases. 

■ Are there any causes of more general operation in the trade, which in your opinion have 
led to the existence of distress in Stockport ? — The main cause of our distress, and apart 
from which in my belief, Stockport notwithstanding the disadvantages it may have, would 
be doing well, is the high price of provisions. 

In what way has that operated ? — It has operated in diminishing to a very considerable 
degree the consumption or manufactured goods in Uie home market. Supposing a working 
man to have expended in the year 1836 only 12 s, in provisions, at this time he would have 
to pay ISs. for the same q^uantity and descnption of food, on the calculation that provisions, 
as consumed by the workmg classes, at the two (different periods, have increased one-third 
in price, which I believe to be the fact ; he will therefore have the amount of that difference 
less to spend in clothing and in the purchase of different articles of home manufacture. 
The improvidence of a majority of the working classes is such, that they spend nearly the 
whole of their earnings as they get them, in some way or other; and their extravagance in 
clothing is particularly observable* The same cause operates to a considerable extent in the 
other classes of society ; there is no point in which all classes indulge themselves in unne- 
cessary expenditure, so much as in clothing. When times therefore become worse from any 
cause, and people are obliged to retrench, such retrenchment first takes effect in the 
expenditure on clothing. Not only therefore the working classes, but shopkeepers, trades- 
men, and all classes in fact in a manufacturing community like this become more careftd and 
spend less in clothing. I know this to be the case at this time in my own family, and in 
others with whom I am well acquainted. 

Can you give any estimate of the extent to which this cause may have operated on the 
home market? — I am myself a maker of a particular description of cloth, which is pecu- 
liarly adapted for consumption in the home market ; it is called Marsland's patent shirtings, 
as having been first manufactured by the late Mr. Peter Marsland. This cloth I sell to uie 
large wholesale London houses, and the consumption of it has gradually declined from the 
year 1836 to the present time in a decree which is most remarkable. In the year ending 
September 1886, there were 14,500 pieces sold ; in the next year, ending at the same date, 
there were 12,600 ; the next year 12,600 aeain; the next year 1838-9, 10,200 pieces; in 
1839-40, 8,300; in 1840*41, 7,900; to judge fix>m the proportion in four months firom 
September 1841 to the present time, the sale of the current- year will not reach 6,000, or 
one-half of the sale of 1838. I also find that the finest- goods decline the most. This class 
of goods is rather of a higher description, and until^ 1838 I had no difficulty in disposing of 
them, and had no occasion to use any efforts to force a sale. I now employ two salesmen 
instead of one, and notwithstanding that the demand for the goods continues to dedine. 

May not this decline be attributable to some other cause, such as chauj^e of taste and 
fashion, or the competition of other manufacturers, as well as to falling off of the home con- 
sumption? — I cannot suppose that; I find that other manufacturers of the same kind<of 
cloths also complain of a falling off; and I attribute it solely to the want of means to pur- 
chase on the part of the consumers. 

Do you suppose that there has of late been reduced consumption of manufactured goods 
in the agricultural districts of Great Britain ? — I can only answer directly from my own 
knowledge as to the consumption of my goods in the home market generally; but from 
information given me by my London connexions, I apprehend the falling off recently has 
been as great in agricultural as in manufacturing districts. 

Has there not been of late years a great increase of capital employed in cotton manu- 
factures? — ^There certainly has been a great increase; and under the present circumstances 
of the trade, there is no doubt we are suffering in an increased degree from that cause. 

Have not joint-stock banks assisted in introducing a great deal of new capital into the 
trade ? — At the time of the first establishment of joint-stock banks, the profits of the cotton 
trade were comparatively high, and capital was introduced into the trade from aU parts of 
the kingdom through the medium of those banks ; and while such capital made merchants, 
as well as mill-owners, everything appeared prosperous. By force of this competition^ 
profits were lessened, and men of real capital were driven to extend their business in every 
jpracticable way, in the attempt to realize the same amount of profit as before. 

Do you attribute the evil produced by joint-stock banks in any degree to the manage- 
ment of those banks ? — ^To a certain extent, I do ; but, in my ommon, the faciUties given to 
the joint-stock banks at their commencement by the Bank of England, was the cause of a 
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£. Hollinsj Esq. 
2 Feb. 1842. 



11. great portion of the eril. The Bank of England has lately shown its entire power over the 

Causes of Distress, monetary affairs of the kingdom ; and had it exercised ihe same caution earlier, I am 
satisfied that many of the evils attributed to joint-stock banks would have been aroided. 
I should wish to state also, that the joint-stock banks in this district are now conducted 
upon much sounder principles than they were at their first establishment, and that the 
mischief which they have caused is not likely to recur through their agency. 

Have any of the laws affecting trade had any influence, according to your opinion, in 
producing the present distress at Stockport? — ^Yes; I think the present duties on the 
importation of foreign produce to be in the last degree mischievous to trade, and par* 
ticularly the present system of duties upon com. 

In what way do you consider that the existing duties upon imported com have acted 
mischievouslv to trade ? — In the first place, I mtunly attribute to those duties the present 
hjgh price of provisions in this country, and the consequent decline sdready mentioned in 
the home consumption of manufactured soods. I also consider the restrictions imposed by 
our import duties to be otherwise highly injurious to trade, and therefore materially to 
increase, if not absolutely to cause the distress now existing in thiis town. At the head of 
these imposts I place the duty upon com, as the one most calculated to affect a trading 
commumty like ours. This duty, as it is now raised, almost entirely excludes com firom 
the returns made by the legitimate trader; thereby preventing that system of barter, which, 
by finding a market for our manufactures, would not only give us the employment we now 
want, but also tend to regulate and impart that steadiness to theprice of rood, which I hold 
to be most essential to the well-doing of all classes. Another mischievous consequence 
connected with the evil last mentioned, is that the speculator supersedes the regular 
trader in the importation of com, and by draining tms counfay of large amouirts of 
specie at particular times, deranges the currency. 



W. 



C. Crvitendefif 
Esq. 

5 Feb. 1842. 



5 Febraary 1842. 

(8.) — WilHam Courtenay Cruttenden, Esq., is Examined ; and deposes, on Oaih^ 

as follows : 

A98 you a partner in the firm of Messrs. Hole, Lingard, Cmttenden &. Co. at Stockport? 
— I am. We are spinners and manufacturors in cotton. The principal mill was built in 
1829, and the name of the firm was then Marsland, Hole & Lingard ; but my father-in- 
law, Major Marsland, left the firm in 1835 or 1836, and since then the business has been 
earned on by Mr. Hole, Mr. Lingard, and myself. 

What is the amount of horse-power, and the numb^ of hands employed in vour establish- 
ment? — Vfe have 205 horse-power, and 986 hands. The paper now handea in shows the 
proportion employed of each sex : — 



Overlookers - 
Male adults - 
Female adults 
Mal^ under 18 
Females under 18 



Total - - 



29 
334 
327 
154 
142 



986 



Are you aware that there is considerable distress amongst the operatives in Stockport? — 
I am sorry to say that there is very severe distress amongst them, and there has been for 
many months. Many have been totally out of employment, and others have been working 
only short time. 

Are you enabled to form an estimate of the number out of employment? — I have nO 
accurate idea on this point ; but I have httle doubt that the number amounts to several 
thousands. 

What in your opinion has led to the present distress in Stockport? — ^The immediate 
cause is the stoppage of some large mills. 

And what do you think has led to the stoppage of those mills ? — ^The manufacturers are 
not able to dispose of their manufactured ^oods at a remunerating price; and this arises 
firom the quantity which they produce being so great. In 1835 and 1836, an enormous 
amount of additional capital was invested in the cotton trade> and owing to the almost 
unhmited faciUties for credit which were then afforded, more especially by the joint-stock 
banks, every thing appeared to go on prosperously for a time. But a great portion of the 
capital so invested was borrowed money, and when the day of reckoning came, trade having 
become worse, it was found that those creditors were unable to meet their engagements. 
In the meantime, there had been an influx of hands from all parts of the manumcturin^ 
districts ; and when the mills successively stopped, many thousand operatives were found 
collected together, for whose labour there was no efficient demand. 

Have- 
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Have you reason to believe that the distress is severer in Stockport than in other manu- 
facturing localities ? — I believe that it is. 

How do you account for this difference? — A greater number of mills have stopped in 
Stockport than elsewhere; inasmuch as certain parlies, through want of capital, were unable 
to keep their works going. 

Do you think that the rate of wages for operatives is higher in Stockport than elsewhere ? 
— ^Yes. I have reason to beheve that the rate of wages is in some instances much higher 
in Stockport ; owing, I think, to combinations of workmen having been more successful in 
times past in Stockport than in other places. 

Is the machinery in Stockport inferior to the machinenr in other parts of the cotton dis- 
trict in Lancashire or CSieslure? — This is undoubtedly the case with many of the smaller 
mills. Indeed, the difference is almost proverbial. Stockport Has been one of the seats of 
Ae cotton manafacture for a very long time ; *and some of the mills are old. But milk 
which were built a lon^ time ago, are not fit for the rec^ptioa of the most improved 
machinery. However, I need scarcely say that tiieie are nulls in Stockport which are as 
good as can be built, and in which the machinery is of Uie best possible construction. 

Are you of opinion that there has been any falling off in the home consumption of maiiu- 
factures in this countiy ? — I have no reason to believe there has, if you look to the whole 
of Gbreat Britain and Ireland. We manufacture entirely for the home trade ; and we have 
not produced as much as we used to do, because the present rate of prices does not remu- 
nerate us. By working short time, we lost about three months in 1840, and more than 
three months in 1841 . But then during the last few years, the number of producers has very 
much increased, and I beheve that there has been quite as nrach cotton actually consumed 
in the home mari^et as ever. It must be remonbered, as I stated before, that there has 
beoi an immense increase in production. Owing to the improvements in machinery, a 
much greater amount of goods can be manufactured m a certain period of time than 
formerly. By working full time, we ourselves could manufacture nearly 20 miles of calico 
a day ; and when you consider the immense amount of steam power employed in the cotton 
manuiacture, this will give you some idea of the powers of production which are daily in 
operation, and which must have a t^idency to reduce prices. 

Do you think that the laws affecting totde have contributed in any degree to cause the 
distress at present existing in Stockport, or in other manufacturing districts ? — I do not 
think that they have had much to do with it. I am aware that some persons suppose that 
the com laws have been the cause of our present distress. I believe that the distress has 
arisen in a far greater degree from the immense increase in the amount of capital which 
has been employed in the cotton trade, and the consequent unnatural increase in the pro^ 
duction of manufactured goods. 

Do you consider that great and sudden fluctuations in the price of provisions tend to 
produce injurious effects on the cotton trade, and on the condition of the persons employed 
in it?— Yes; I do. 

com have any effect in pro- 



11. 

Causes of Distress. 

W. C. Cnittcndaif 

Esq. 

5 Feb. 1842. 



not like to answer : it is a 



Do you think that the present duties on the importation of 
dudng such fluctuations ? — ^That is a question which I would 
question of great difficulty, involving many considerations, and I have scarcely given it 
that degree of study and attention which it would require, in order to enable me to answer 
it confidently. 

Do you consider Uie existing duties on the importation of foreign produce, has any inju*- 
rious cmfect on the foreign maiket for EngUsh cotton manufactures, and consequently on 
the condition of the persons employed in that manufacture? — I have already said we manu- 
facture only for the home market; and any opinion which I could give, would be formed 
only through the statements of other persons, and not from my own observation cmd 
experience in the trade. 
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vLiLTFlraiL •/<«hi5*!Z%?;i;^^tehVk JisS^bnt ;' Vlfe W'tiiro ^siilail xSifldV^n //lift 'earned at 'feis 
in Distress. 





Mtir o/.l>Ua^et?,jpwof 3heet^ })e4 and b^ coy^^ fro^^r.^fci-^gi^rd^n^^ .diogft ifcr .ewrti^ of 
t^i]», ai?4ia ^W^el P^ftlWrOf^^ Mti^ womw-; .^eIj^aig;ofl[iw,snj» ,l>fi„i».a>very improKW 
dpnt9h}|ipctejji.a^py.o£*ti^,cIa^Brfe !».//. 'I'/ .L' :.',iu.'^;.; >r r^' rvf ' .■.- -^i-'.^i w/t •■ :. 

John WhaUefi^—'^x&mtt'ik^v^ earnings 

3^;.i;elififiak4^ 4^.;j^lv^^^^ vai«i of 

25>. ^(l(;,Jateljngii!en,%;the.Bo^rd j p^^ratpsf, bjiti^ np5r.,13^*.mt«^rrew;,they hJ^Metilgoi 
ha^ dog^ ^om fjie^pp^rd. „ T\^ p?U^v*^ig, oflSc^r .^aid Jh^ 4iad.*aJt^iit fouif/jC|is,esi in .aU ^ 
butchers' assistants in distress.' . : '• t ;.w ^.r,J . .. ; .•-. ',..(• .?: ^t - ..if ^«f [ j.,i .. w -h 

; *y«<ipnw<,<Site?ipfelf^t y^^>qfl^e(^KT^Wife .^ fiy/^^^qhiiiean^rF^ a, §(w«^i»^tiaft^^i9^n 
thj^e^.jfai^i^ of ^h^t ftwipl9yflj4e^tii>,l^as.§w^t.«lprettft ipv, thfr \o%n fon ai|c>;n^QM^ ; ttotal. 
<^P^ffi5 l^.^ipcWwg JwP'/aUQwwce.^ wfepi^g;ii^Ute^t>bQ4#^ b«^?ig^ ftye ^iJhaws^ 

Ralph Noding, spinner. — ^Wife and two children ; out of employment as a' ^pihiier'two 
yearn ;^/iMedito eam>&4,9; » 'wedb^aiid'hisl nvtfofSt. iw'6'*;;'*k^^mce''w<>ritd"ate>« siaferind 
as a pkodr p pr^eM eamib^ 2 s^/;' relief a<^'6tf;iin>fo9d ; tltey^bak^^al^ hrad'^b^dki^ahd' 
cdogBt; iOhe.bed pltbredtchBiirs'; b^ddiag %oaii|)y); Uas H^^ iwtbe sarmd botisif^^dr fe^»^;^* 
is. Id. per week rent, and has had formerly to pay rates. .b'*r»ii • -k / i-.i. 

" Jiidfl^d^'JBiklei/,^ 

lodgert pky i^:' 

b^if^dbfediiiE^, 

probably able'tbasii^t^. "'ffevi/ ipplicktioti. ' Thfe^^il^ nbVVdas^foKrdie^, is ^T.^Lawton* 

thoij^ht. It came before the Board on the Thursday following, and no relief was granted.' 

, |f^^c*i^p a^ia».^,?/-T:;iH<^ of aj^c^ition fpfjrel^f.,^ lOifljiof jjii^ ^inploj(;me^t wnpi? 

Sept^berJ^st ; | Ij^,uge4 tp harp \^h ft wee^s; ; ,wifei aw^^P cb^di^^.^ipus^aM^ 
and comfortable, bvt ^he o)^' ^i^e^tre^'W "^ "^ ^' ^-— - -"•- 



things off for food ; owed 11 ii poor raie; fiis Vent7 2i. sVdVa week ; had not applied for 

Samtu:lJ(^apj/f^^ <5Juidrep,,^'/^n^ four ; wa^^Jdr^^p^niu.I^ .^jftj 

used to earn 255. a week on an ireraee ; hved in a noijfee ki i$,9d. rent; sold chairs',. 
tableGE,^bed,-atti'beddiiig,|«q^«fa»ft-the>UbQ8eifoi)'dic (iretoit Dae,r^A4ueIi is^-aoeU^, ahnW 
Unfanqshedf ifunafiiuM^.t^e^'ttriblds^mndia srtool^/re&e^ »8i.fier>ifBeakii Had' subMribed id a* 
sick club, and a penny club for funerals ; had not been able latterly to keep up his subi^' 
scMl;ip(i8;. hw^, m.^ct;j^,m?aB9i ^>^»^^ aUwpRQ^,ih)m.%,Bwi^^ »^ 85ij6rf,per 

weekin^pd.!.. IJa^.w3phad:Cj^gS|^ppiJt^^?^ ,nr't ,v.f: S . t ;.\ oi t i...-' 

John l>ttfry,i^Tfafe>fetbct 6f tlie list'j' a drSs^ri' lil^Uri' Lttne^i^ ftWl^- 'ti^^tf' tb^^fearn '26i^ 
a week; is a widower, with two sons, all out of work; has 3^. in fftofd^frfem'the-'tbUii. '" ' 

<?eor^e^tf^rrf,'^g^j;i8.— J^dweM lyeaver; a,|Wifo"atid ^our ,^lufdren ; out of worjj 
sincQ Lane's' slopped; used^to eani IjS^. per we^k, with\!jis boy i no ^arning^^now, expept 
that his wife (^et? sohietipe^ 1*. or^V. ^ «• ; was tnankfuj tp't^e town fpr l^is i^tlbwanQe pt* 
4s. in ifbod; nad parted with his clothing, not with furniture ; had npt done' ^^, w^IIifinc^, 
the strike. Being asked whether the men had gained their point by the strike, lie ^swered, 
''Th^Jr did tiotiAcct)inpHsh "^at they Wanted. I tbW thcfW fheyhtii^ht as wdl have ^ven i\i ; 
it a^pedred'to it^ tlie hlaricetd'Were ftiUr tiiei iianiifacftureW mit^t ^Ithet lower tU^rt wag6.<*' 
or stopJ IhfehAifid.^'"' Has' t^id' &i.'fbriotte 'rette J^is'noW iti ^Vrfefaf,' I'P. ftrf. 3rf.' ' this femily^ 
have: had'folui^pdi^tifyogfefbitt the iBoardf.;.'' * - '^ ' 'J* ♦ , *' • ' t. ' • ' * ' »' » 

Jgn^s^aiipiec, 4ift,y^r9.of»Bg^,-rrA.#piJMW, tbrQj¥i?i*oHt pf^njplpyoi^nt^bw 4^|me*s«illi 
stpi^d in Augurt \^\ 3 *bw^ % wife ,aftd, thjree t^Mdiiea, * ,ln p^*()ber,itook ,-^ ipaid#fige fwi 
himself. ^ fa^y,t}o 5I^w ^Ptt^h. \!vaJeyB|; e^cfed t9 .ga^P .e5tiplQyn>ent//thi9iie^nf. a hoc^n 
k^pq;;,,prjyp^sQ|n^Ojtbpr, ^i^^^tiw,,, ,XHfi^WP/W«WrWCKJt^d <^MV(est HpylerBenk; /ithe,qi«w, 
all sair€;4> ib^. IppJfr Mil,bi^ Jugg^^yalwi ,fl<>l> ?# tbi^^H^, pounds M l»d i^ C9ipfc,r ia JMW 
wp^olly 4g)^^^jpivtJk,pati^^ |i»yiflg ^«t^ j/fpekin fopd ;,his wifeijptihift d^y ouj wftpjb.^ 
ist&tHH^ nm> jpb 9^/ has, bMi Mi^e ,tbey K^ai^e^bi^ck tp 0tQck;pprt, /lEf addition -to 4ibeiP/ 
fqpd^ (t^f^miL^r^Ml^n supplied wi^x^pgs^fu^ , i }^ .< ,f }// ^.w, >. ^ 
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Francis Phillips, 46 years of age. — ^Wife and four children ; a twister-in at Carr'B ; earned 
himself 12s. per week; one of them, of 15, earned 55. when in full work ; furniture, three 
broken chairs, and two tables. He had paid poc^r leys as long as he could ; his rent, Is.Sd. 
per week ; had parted with clothing and oeddmg for food ; his wife had pawned her wedding 
ring for Is. Gcf., and they had also pawned their Bible for Is. ; had done this before apply- 
ing to the parish, and had never troubled them before ; was thankful for the allowance of 
2s.6d. per week in food ; had also received 2 s. from the relief committee. This family have 
also had clogs (three or four pair, value 9 s. 2d.) from the guardians. 

Samuel Hyde, aged 30. — Power-loom weaver; wife and one child; out of work since 
Lane's stopped five montbs ago; four chairs, two tables ; house cle^ and neat ; rent, ls»4d.; 
removed here about seven weeks since; 2s. 6 d. allowed in food by the guardians weekly; 
they have also had 2 s. from the relief fund. This family have also had two pair of clogs, 
and also bedding ; viz. sheets, blankets, and a bed cover, from the guardians. 

Thomas Jacksariy 2Lgpd 33. — Spinner; thrown out since Lane stopped five months a^o; 
wife and four children, one of whom earns 3 s. ; house, neat and clean ; clock, five chairs, 
and two tables, and number of pictures; 6s. allowed in food by the guardians. They have 
hadclogs twice from the guardians to the value of 3«. 4 d. each time. 

Helen Bower. — Husband a painter ; lefk her to go to America 10 months ago ; six 
children, a girl, 19, out of work; she used to earn 8s. ; a son of 16, feeds a blower and 
and gets 9 s. a week, when full work ; 75. allowed in food by the guardians ; no bedstead ; 
they have had bedding from parish ; no chairs, one table. 

John Dajfbrook, aged 48. — Mechanic ; wife and four children ; John and Sarah, weavers, 
out of work ; rent Is. 3 rf. ; there is a lodger ; one room with two beds ; some bedding 
from the parish; they were at dinner on potatoes, stewed with water, pepper, and two 
onions; he is employed by guardians in sweeping town at 6 «. a week ; has had clogs from 
the guardians. 

F. Newbold. — Has been used to co with cart and horse of his own, carting ; is now with- 
out any employment ; a Leicestershire man ; wife and five children ; three at home ; he 
belongs to Stockport ; new application ; he appeared at the board the following Thursday 
and was relieved. 

Henry Roper. — Out of work a month ; wife and six children ; some of them have been 
down vnth fever ; two now employed ; earning together 8 s. full time ; 7 «. in food, allowed 
weekly by the guardians ; they had had medical attendance during the fever, from which all 
recoverecf ; and they had had a new bed, sheets, blankets, and two bed covers and some 
clogs. 

Joseph Briscoe, pavier. — Wife and 10 children under 17 ; all out of work now, for six 
months past, except the man who is stopped only by the weather ; his earnings in fiill work 
are 16 5. 6 cf. per week» but for the last three weeks only 12 5. per week; scanty bedding, 
two beds for 12 persons, four bird-cages, four pictures, one stufied bird, and a clock; 
2 s. allowed in food by the guardians, abo a pair of Mr. Andrews's sheets. 

John Jackson, labourer. — On railway ; wife and four children ; works now for the town 
at 6 s. per week ; has had 2 s. from relief fund ; no blankets, and no bed ; the landlord had 
taken them for rent he has since gone back to the railway, and is now off the books. 

Isaac Holland. — Twister-in ; out of work since Lane's stopped, five months ago ; wife 
and five children under 10 ; allowance 6 s. weekly in food ; they have also had a pair of 
clc^a. 

Ann Worthington. — ^Widow, with five children ; one only in work; earning 6«. weekly; 
rent Is.lMd.', five chairs, three tables, bed, bedding, mattress ; has 5«. in food weekly. from 
parish ; has received flour and meal from the relief fund. They have had clogs to the value 
of 8 «. during this. quarter. . 

Elizabeth Bvraess.^'-WomBxt, with four children; deserted by husband, ill with fever ;^ 
allowed 7 a, weekly ; they have also had bed, blankets, sheets, and bed-cover ; and they 
have also had clogs, and flannel waistcoats, and chemise. Two daughters, we are told, 
have taken the fever since our visit. AH have been attended by the medical oflScer, and 
are all likely to recover. 

Luke Butterworth, aged 24. — Spinner ; wife and two children ; wages, when in worky 
were 22s. or 23 «• weekly ; thrown out. when Lane's stopped five months since; belonged to 
the order of Independent Odd Fellows ; went on tramp with a card of his order for three or 
four months; went to Hull, then to Nottingham, and through the towns of Lancashire, 
seeking work as a spinner. The card entitled him to receive 3rf. or 4rf., or more, at each 
lodge m the towns he visited, and by these means he lived while on tramp; is in arrear with 
his contribution to the order, that is Is. 6d. per month ; they sometimes excuse these pay- 
ments, not being willing to exclude a member who is in real necessity ; his card is now out; 
it runs only for six months, and a man must wait six months longer before he can take out 
another card, fle had sold his blankets for food before apply ing to the town, and the land- 
lord had taken the furniture for rent ; he has been allowed 9 s. weekly in food for a few 
weeks by the guardians; without this they must have been lost; is. very thankful for that 
assistance, which is still continued ; present furqiture, three, chairs, one table, chest of 
drawers, bedstead, but no blankets. 

158. Q John 
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John Wetton, hmd-loom weaver in silk ; work put t>at from Maoclesfifld. — Wife and 
seven children ; has one loom in work ; earns 7 s. 6d. per week, and one child worker in 
factory, earns 6 s, Sd.; two chairs, three tables, bed and bedding ; receiving 2 s. per week 
in food from the guardians ; that is not regularly, but only when he is waiting for vrork. 
His first application was in the middle of October> and he had relief then for five weeks ; 
clogs have been allowed also to the value of 105. 

James Piatt. — Piecer at frames; earned 12 s. weekly when in work; wife about to be 
confined ; is employed at the workhouse at 65. per week ; bed, blankets, sheets, and bed 
cover had been furnished by the guardians* She appeared to have made little provision 
for her confinement as yet, but was occupied on a piece of flannel. 

J(An Hewett, power-loom weaver. — Wife and three children; earned 16^. or 17«. per 
week when in work ; out of work since Carr stopped, four months ago ; had sold a good 
many of his things and removed from his former house of 1 5, 6 d. per week to a cellar at 
1 s. rent ; three chairs^ one table, scanty clothing and bedding ; belongs to a sick club ; is 
now employed at workhouse at 6 s. per week. Not accustomed to relief. They have had 
blankets, sheets and clogs from the guardians. 

William Jarvis, hand-loom weaver of calico. — ^Wife and three children ; present earnings 

4 5. 6d., 2 5. in food from the guardians, and has had 2 &. also from the relief fund ; they 
have also had clogs from the guardians to the value o( 6s. lod. A family accustomed to 
relief. 

Sarah Brozm, 62. — Accustomed to work for her livelihood; now receives 2 s. weekly 
from town ; her son, a^ed 20, lives with her; he is out of work; thev have one room and 
sleep in one bed ; furniture, one broken chair and one table. They have since had a pair 
of blankets, a pair of sheets and a bed cover from the guardians, which was granted last 
Thursday week. 

Joseph Burgess, aged 60. — Not a case of relief. Occupier of the house in which Sarah 
Brown and her son (m last case) were lodging ; he is an old spinner and has been a factory 
hand 48 years. Old spinners, he said, get pushed out of their employment by younger 
men. Has been out of the spinning busmess himself for five years. Remembers the dis- 
tress in 25 and 26; it was nothing then to what it is now; the trade is quite and entirely 
leaving the country. Belongs to a parish near Knutsford, but is not in receipt of relief* 

Ralph Derbyshire. — A maker of sow; earned 185. weekly when in work; lives with his 
son John, aged 25, who is now working sick ; that is, filling a place in a factory during 
sickness of another man; there are six children; the earnings of all when in work exceeded 
2 1, weekly ; all are now out excepting John and Mary ; 5 s. weekly in food has been 
allowed by the guardians; now reduced to 4 5. ; furniture, five chairs, three tables, four 
beds, bedding, chest of drawers, clock, 8cc. 

Samuel Harrop, aged 46, hand-loom weaver in silk. — ^Wife and eight children ; five 
under 16, seven livine at home, earnings now lis. 10 d.; 4 s. allowed in food by the 
guardians; they have had that for three weeks; house dirty; they have been liberally 
supplied with beds and clothing by the guardians ; they have two beds, two pair of sheets^ 
two pair of blankets, two covers, and flannel shirt for the man. 

F. jBrot£;ii, aged 39. — Wife and four children, not working; a dresser, in employ at 
Glossop 12 months ago; earned then '20 5. weekly; belongs to the parish of Godley in 
Ashtoo-under-Lyne union, which is not yet in operation for the relief of the poor. We had 
been directed to this house by a neighbour who said there was great distress in it. We 
found the man sitting over the fire in a very desponding state, he came here from Glossop 
in July last, hoping to get employment ; does not apply to the reUeving officer of Stock- 
port for relief, not wishing to be removed to his parisn; iust^d of that he goes over to the 
overseer of Godley for relief, whioh is six miles from Stockport. First applied to Grodley 
about two months ago, they gave him then 1 s.; went again next week, when they gave him 

5 s. to do for a fortnight, and he has since had from them 2$. 6 £2. weekly ; is in arrear with 
his rent and rates, last rate 10 5.; rent 2 «. 4 d weekly. This man appeared much dis- 
tressed in mind, but did not apply to the relieving officer (who attended us) for further 
relief. 

According to the present practice of the guardians, if relief were given to this family by 
the relieving officer for Stockport, they would be removed unless the overseers of Godley 
should authorise the relief. 

John Rhodes, aged 56. — An old spinner ; out of that business for five years ; has nothing 
now to do but carting ; wife and two children; daughter worked at Lane's, and son at 
Carr's ; both out now for some months ; 3 5. in food allowed by the guardians ; some 
relief aJso from the charity ; furniture, three chairs, one table, two beds, and clock ; cellar 
dwelling ; rent is. 4d. 

Thev have had a pair of blankets and a pair of sheets, and clogs for the whole of them 
from the guardians. 

William Hamlet. — Power-loom weaver; wife and two children; thrown out since Lane 
stopped, five months ago; earned then 10 5. or 12«. weekly; wife and two children; 
belongs to the order of Odd Fellows, and has been on tramp with a card; went to Hull to 

seek 
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seek work; thei*e ia a large cotton mill lately established therei bui they want families; 
three chairs* two tables, bed^ and bedding. 

The man was mendine his clothes. They have 3 ^. weekly from the town in food, 
witliout which they coula not get on ; they appeared thankful for the relief. They have 
also had from the guardians clogs to the value o{Qs.iod. 

James Condy, aged 52. — Hand-loom weaver ; out of work for a month past ; wife and 
four children; one, of 15, out of work above a year ; girl, of 17, employed, earns 7 «. 6d. 
weekly full lime, say 3«- 9 cf« now; a boy earns 2 s. 6a. on errands ; receives 3s. in food 
weekly from the guardians; was once three months in the Gravel-hole; wishes the 
relieving officer would obtain a besom for him to sweep for the parish at 65. per week; 
bedstead and straw ; no change of clothing ; applied only a fortnight ago ; had previously 
pledged the Bible for 1 s., and all the clothes besides what they had on. 

They have since, we are told, received a pair of blankets and a pair of sheets from the 
guardians. 

Mary Hague. — Heald-knitter ; widow and four children; earnings of the family 7s. Sd. 
per week; 35. 6d. weekly in food from the guardians; five chairs, two tables, chest of 
drawers, and clock. 

Thi9 family is allowed some relief regularly; now increased through want of employ- 
ment. 

William Clegg. — Power-loom weaver ; thrown out when Lane's stopped, five months 
ago; used to get 12s. weekly himself; has a boy of 15 now earning 6s. or 75.; a girl 
earning 3 «.; no relief at present from the union, but has been assisted from the relief 
fund. 

He had been receiving 45. per week from the guardians, but had just disappeared from 
the booksr, through the children getting employment. 

James Shore, aged 42.— A grocer's porter, at which he earned 1 8s. weekly; has been 
out of that employment six months; wife and four children; oldest boy, of 17, power- 
loom weaver, out of work five months; boy, 13, a tenter, now earns 2s. ; girl, of 10, earns 
15. nursing; poor-rate 10 «. in arrear, which he e:£pects to pay yet; rent 2s.6d., also in 
arrear ; is looking for railway work ; receives 4 s. weekly in food from the ^ardians, and 
has had 2s. from the relief committee; furniture, five chairs, four tables, lour bedsteads, 
beds, and clock. ^ 
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Hazelgrove District. 

John Harding. — Not at home; 10 persons sleep in two beds in one room, 12 feet 
square, seven feet high. 

Martha Wilding. — ^Widow and two children; one,of 15, a cripple; another, of 14, earns 
4s.; mother weaves a little, and earns about 2s. 6d. or 3s. per week; rent is. 6a. 

There is a permanent allowance by the town of 3 s. per week in this case. She was very 
thankfuL A pauper case of long standing. 

Edward Bennett. — Hand-loom weaver in silk; wife and four children; the oldest 10^ 
the youngest two; two looms; in one loom only one cut in 15 weeks; the other pretty 
regularly at work ; lot. per cut, which it takes 12 days to Weave; has had temporary 
relief for six or seven weeks; behind with rent, which is 5/. per annum ; two chairs, two 
tables, two beds, and a box ; blankets had been supplied by relief fund ; had not parted 
with anything. 

Query, Relief from the town? A family accustomed to relief. 

James Brown. — Hand-loom weaver in silk ; ill, unable to do anything ; wife and five 
children; wife bad, yes ; four looms in the house ; one idle for 12 months; self and two 
boys are the workers ; he has 7s. a week at this time from his club for sickness ; belongs 
to the Noah's Ark Club, his contribution is is. 6d. per month; one loom only now at 
work, the eldest boy in it ; be will get los. and some old brass for a 70-yards cut, at 2d. 
per yard, which will take him a fortnight to do; there is carriage to Macclesfield to pay 
out of it ; he has had from the town 4s. a week for three weeks, and the doctor ; cottage 
clean ; three beds in two rooms ; blanket from relief fund ; clock and bird cage. 

Relieving officer says this family has been accustomed to receive relief from the parish. 

William Beech. — Wife and seven children, eldest 15. The relieving officer apprised us 
in this case that the guardians had for a long time pressed this roan to allow two of his 
children to come to the workhouse, and be educated in the children's school, but they had, 
for more than a year past, although in great need, stood out against this proposal. We 
bad seen the man at the board of guardians the day before, when the proposal was renewed 
to him; he persisted in refusing; he said, " I don't dispute the children would be well 
done by; but if one can't content one's self it's no use. He said, further, they were badly 
off for clothing, bedding, and short of food, and applied for petticoats and clogs for the 
children. Relief committee had given them some bedding. 

The guardians having heard the case, ordered six flannel pettico ats, two pair of clogs, 
and 3s. 6(2. weekly for ibod for one month. 

We now visited tlie cottage, and saw the wife and the children. There were three 
158. Q 2 looms, 
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looms, seldom' more than two going of late; not above ys. a week for-maay weeks; rent, 
2 5. weekly ; there wis no food in the house, except a little wUeh' had been given them by 
ihe guardian of the patisb ; they had had a dinner of potatoes boiled in the jaekeis. with 
some salt. Her husband was gone to Stockport to fetch the relief which had been 
ordered the day before. The woman being aaiced as to her objection to let two of tfa^ 
seven children go to the workhouse, she said, *^ It would be of no use if I should not have 
comfort it; you may as well take my life as take my children ; I would rather die than 
part with them ; I'd rather go with 'em ; you may take us all, and welcome." The house 
is as clean as tk)uld be expected. 

This appeared to us a case of severe distress, aad both man and wife were represented io 
us as most industrious and careful people; they were thankful for the relief afforded. 

William JBoUowelL — Hand-loom weaver in silk; vrift and four ohildren ; there were two 
of 19 and 14, whom they had recently lost, which had helped to bring them to distress; 
three looms ia the house, only one now in work; a cane oame in to^y, tlie first for a 
month ; in a fortnight we shall get 17 s. 6 J. for it. 

On the loss of his daughters, the man said, " They were factory bands, lost, as we 
think, by cold caught in the cockloft, an upper room, where they were refeling, thh>ugh 
the windows being blown out ; the draughts came to their head, and it tum^ to con<> 
sumption ; one died about two years a^o, the second about six week$ since. We wiere 
doing well before that ; we had saved 20 7. ; through their illness and want of Work together, 
it was gradually wasted. We have a good landlord, a particular good fellow, or we should 
have been very hard pressed to pay our rent ; he has let us run on nearly a tWelvemonth. 

" We had nothing from the town when our first daughter died, but we had 3 1. 19 s. from ^ 
a burying club; all our children are in a burying cluo; the payment is 1 J. a month., I 
belong myself to the Noah's Ark^ a sic|fL club; the payment is 1 s. 6d. a month. Trade has 
been very bad with us for several months; very little doing since Macclesfield bank broke. 

1 have been looked over for poor rates, but never troubled the town before the second girl 
died ; have not parted with much ; I did once, a few weeks ago, take a coat and pawn it, 
to pay a trifle of^rent, that is all; I never did such a thing before; the relief committee 
have assisted us a little ; the guardians haVe allowed us 4 5. a week in food. 

^* As to coal, we are doing with 1 cWt. I cot in about three weeks aihce, when I raised 

2 ^. 1 1 d., and my brother-in-law said he would help me to draw it ; we did so with a httnd- 
cart for about two miles, when I got a strain which I have felt ever since ; the carting 
would have cost 1 ^.^ . . • 

This. man was described to us a^ an. industrious good ^prt of man, lA.real nece^ity. 

James Minm. — Hand-loom weaver in silk; wife and seven children; one loom at work ; 
a girl at the factory earned 6 s. ; of two looms one has been standing a fortnight, the other 
a month ; wages reduced one-third within the last two years. 

Represented to us an industr^us, steady man, b^Ioogmg tp a foreign parish; is receiving 
now on behalf of that parish 2 «, 6 df. per W(^ek. , . 

Henty JBroom. — Hand-loom weaver in silk; wife and six children ; wife* atid eldest 
daughter ill; two looms, one going; and one girl was in Latie^smill, now out of work' 
through stoppage of miQ; 3^. allowed in respect of illness : thb femUy were in the habit 
of receiving relief. 

JoAa iJeafay.^— HandJoiQiii weaver in siik; wife and six cbilflren, ^hree of whom are 
18,. 16, and nine years; one loom,. which has ntood still five weeks; two girls in factory 
earn 6 $. each ; rent 2 «• 6 d weekly ; 4 s. a week allowed in food. • 

Mary Beaky. — The mother of thelasc,age4 72 ; lives With anotl^et son and his Wife, who 
have one child; has had 17 children; husband a silk weaver; never troubled the parish 
until lately ; all her children brought up in the weaving line ; a better trade wheh she was 
yoQngrtban now; she never knew* it bad so long togetbet; has for a, few weeks past been 
allowed 2 «. a wei^k from the town. 

Thomas Itidgivay, -—Ran^Aoom weaver in silk ; wife and three children ; one loom ; 
rent 2 ^. ; 3 *% a week in food from parish ; no dinner to-day, and rib food in the house. 

One of the children being questioned as to what they had bad for dinner^ said " Nought ;" 
husband was expected back sooti with the food given by the guardiansl 

Relieving oEbcer says, ihe man took in some work only two or three days^ for which he 
was paid. This family has been accustomed to relief. 

On being asked how they procured their coal, she>said, his father kept a donkey and 
cart, and retailed coal ; he gave them a little coal, and she, in return, washed for him. 

Mary Cook, aged 81 • — Lived in a small cellar with her grand-<laughter, who is a factory 
hand; one room with their bed in it; her daughter got 75. 6d.pet week at factory, and 
she herself was allowed 2«. 6df. per week from her parish near Nan twich; rent of cellar 
1 s. weekly. 

This was the only cellar dwelling we visited in Hazelgrove; it Was clean; there was a 
good fire, and every appearance of comfort ; she said^ however, it was necessary to have a 
tire in summer to keep it dry. 

William Allworth. — Hand -loom weaver in silk; wife and five children. 
This was another case pointed out by the relieving officer as one in which the proposal 
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of the guafdians to take bne or two of the children into the workhouse had been for a long 
time resisted. At length they gave way^ aod two of the children went lo the- workhouse 
and' remained there a month/ and were doing well at the 8olK)oly when they> took thejfu 
away again. 

The man not at home; the wife on being asked abotit the ohildren^ said she had been to 
see them when at the workhouse ; did not know but they were well done by^but could not 
bear to have them any where but at home. 

John Daniels. — Silk weaver} wife and five children; took in the last piece,' it was six 
weeks to«morroW| being so long without work; had been obliged to apply to the town, 
but work bad now at last come in ; his rent was i s. 6d., and he had been accustomed 't6 
pay rates ; things were never so bad as now ; there was a very bad time in the summer 
of 1^26'; not more tliao half v^o^k then ; now it is only half work, with lower wages than 
then. 

The guardians hud, on his application^ allowed 4 s. a week in provisions tor a months 
which was to them a very great assistance, for which they were verv tbankfiil. 

All their comings^in had been about 8 s. per week, including the relief; they \md at 
best had only three meals ^ day, apd sometimes not more than two, or even one. 

Being asked to givean account of the three meals a day, he said, '^ We make our break* 
fast, for seven, of us, of a>tea-cup full of oatmeal made into a thin porridge, together with 
some breads atdini^r wahaye isboux 6 lbs. of potatoes with salt, and bread; the te^, or 
supper as you may, call it,, tb^ same as at breakfast;, in the whole, about 4lJ3s. of bread 
daily, say 8d.,2d* worth of oatmealj and ^d. worth of potatoes, amountii^g to 1 5« a day 
for seven of us. This, and 10 (2, a week we have to pay for coal, makes ujp the 85. nei^rly. 
We are behind ^^ilh rent. Life,** he said, *' must be kept together as long as Vre can; we 
wish to live."' , " - 

The relieving officer to|d us that in consequence of work coming in, this man Kid, of 
his own accord, just given up the allowance ordered'by the guardians. His order was for 
4s. weekly for a month, which he had deceived for tbre^ weeks, and that When the fodrth 

riym^nt was due^.he went to the relieving officer, and s^d, ^ I will have no more relief; 
have got one warp for myself, and a prospect of another for my wife.'' 

Isaac iftT/.-^A day labourer, put of work ; wife and seven children ; one, at work e^rns 
65.; there is another put of work« and another ready, but who has never yet been in 
work. , ' . w , 

His own wages, when in farming work, were 6 5. a week and maintenance*. 

William JSennett. — Out-dbor labourer; wife and six children; out of wotk'npw 11 
weeks^in that time only sevep days; when in work, 9^* weekly and maintenai^ce; one 
child in service; a boy gleans coals enough for our com^umpion ;. h^ has ^ot aba^ fall to- 
day; has 5<. a week in food from the town. 

Chatks Pownall — Silk weaver; a widower, With six children ; three looms standing out 
of four; only half work for three months past; has had two or three weieks alloWance of 
5s. 10 food froi^ the town ; owes a good deal, to shopkeepers. " Trust,i^i he said^(' is^sbat 
up ; tbe^r will trust roe no moieu"* > . .....,, 

He said, ^ ThedistAesa is owing to had^ legislation* Landed ^gentlemen will not let 
trade open, because it will hurt them; but if com was cheaper, it would never do any 
eood until taxes came off. It's the national debt ; we had no voice in contracting; that 
debtp and 1 don*t thiiik we are liable to pay it. %at is the opidiVMi of tH^ working-men; 
I don't know what the getitlemen think alK>nt it. The working men get together md talk ' 
of these things ; I have not been infSith ^among them for 12 months. There wilt^ be^no 
good iftrithout a law to fix wages.'' Beipg asked whether suqh a law would force mastei^ 
10 find work? he said, '.'No." He. added, f* There's, ^nqther thing; there's too many 
salaries ; this Govemmept'i^ as bad astbelfist ip that; pensions^ i^nd things of that sprl.'*^ 

Samuel Bright. — Silk weaver ; wife and five children; four knims, all standing ; aotiiill 
work for two years past ; one girl in the mill, a piecer, earns as.Qd weekly ;^ one week^ 
work gpne in to«*da]^9 gs. for it; goes by carrier to Macclesfield; 4on't know when we 
shall have more ; eight weeks last Wednesday since wife did any work ; she has been con 
fined ; we were allowed 4 s. a week for a months during her confinement ; things have 
been bad for 12 months; rent 5L10S. per annum; in arrear; in debt with the shops; no 
credit; the. relief committee have given us some bedding and clothing. 

Wages had been lowered from ^d. to ^d.di y^rd, andonly half work at that 

Jatnet Pfor^on.— ^Silk weaver; a widower, with six children under 13; one girl on loom 
sometimes earns a little, besides myself; we are now all the workers for seven; some work 
went in to-day, a week's work,, whiph will bring about 8s.| and we have got another pane. , 

**1 buried my wife," he.siaid^ '* isth June last, which was the beginning of my trouble: 
never thouglit of relief till my wife was on her death-bed ; when Imarned, I, thought of 
nothing but just to keep respectable, and so I did, till I lost my wife; am now receiving 
weekly relief from the guardians^ and am» very thankful for it ; we could not do without/' 

This man appeared much distiessed, and was described to us as a very industrious honest 
man, who endeavoured to do the best he could for his family. He had had 5^* weekly, in 
food, for nine months past. 
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Hyde District. 

William Cardwell, aged 50. — Labourer; a wife and six children; came to Hyde from 
Steeple Claydon, in Buckinghamshire, six years ago ; did very well the first three or fom: 
years; children were employed in Messrs. John and Robert Ashton's mill, have not done 
so well of late years; in full work we had, altogether, 1/. 14*. 6d. coming in weekly, 
besides a boy who earned 65. a week until he offended his master and was turned out, about 
six months ago ; out of that he paid 3 s. per week for rent, ^d. for water, and is. 6d. for 
coal ; the mill stopped work about five weeks ago ; had put by nothing ; could not have 
done that ; am now receivinc: relief from the Buckingham Union, the sum of 8 s. a week, 
paid through the Stockport Union. 

We had more difficulty in obtaining a correct statement of the earnings in this case tbaa 
in any we had previously visited. The woman said, '^ We have not pawned anything^ we 
should not like to do that ; applied for relief a fortnight after the mill stopped ; we were 
obliged to do that, or else we had clammed." 

In Buckinghamshire the whole family earned xSs. weekly; they would rather stay where 
they were than go back, provided the factory got agate again. Relieving officer said that she 
kept a fiddler several weeks before the mill stopped ; the husband is a hard-working man. 

George Willett, aged 45. — Labourer; wife and six children, five girls and a lad ; came to 
Hyde fi*om Hardcastle in the Buckingham Union; he jobs himselras an out^door labourer 
at 25. 6d. per day, when he could get work ; earnings of the whole family were 2/, 85. 6rf., 
in John and Robert Ashton's mill, now stopped eiglit weeks. 

Pawned spade, scythe, and pole, clock, shawls, and gowns in the pop-shop; bedding 
bad, but none had been parted with ; have received pay for five wcdts from Hyde; 8 s. per 
week is the present allowance ; the family had been wonderful well at Hyde, still he could 
hardly meet his payments, they required meat of a better quality there 'than in Bucking- 
hamshire ; they had done better in provisions, and wore out more clothes. 

The cottage in Bucks was not so good as the one they were now in ; the woman said, if 
she returned there, she should be double in a week from cold ; one of the girls was at work 
making lace, with cushion and bobbins, which she had brought with her out of Bticking- 
bamshire ; the family would do well, relieving officer says, only the man drinks.. 

Qmry. Buckingham Union authorized the relief ?^Yefi, at the discretion of the 
Stockport Union. 

Francis Sellers, aged 41. — Spinner at J. & R. Ashtott's mill, which stopped eight week^ 
a^o ; certain of the hands stopped before others ; ivife and five children ; four workers, 
aU now out; used to earn, altogether, 1 L iQs. per week; has had two or three weeks 
casual relief ;§ 5. in food allowed weekly. Relieving officer says this is authorized by 
Chapel-en-le-rrith Union, to which he belongs. Went in trust for some time at a shop, 
and friends assisted him, but had not parted with anything. All the children in a pefnny 
club ; these payments were now in arrear for two moaths> 

He said, ** Fifteen years ago spinners used to earn more ; but with douUe deckers and 
sell actors, they have nearly done away with spinners. I want to get my living by the 
sweat of my brow. I have no inclination to go into a bastile, you may depend upon 
that." 

John Perrin, 36. — Spinner by trade ; wife and six children ; eldest 20, next 15 ; his 
own weekly earnings, when in work, i/. 45.; has now 6«. a week allowed by Hyde; is 
unwilling to be removed, but Altringham Uaion^ to which he belongs, does not authorize 
the relief; belongs to Noah's Ark Sick Club ; they do not give cards for tramps. 

He is a hard-working man. 

Matthew Smith. — Watchman at J . & R. Ashton's, where all the family worked until it 
stopped, which is eight weeks ago; tliere are 16 in family, five workers. 

£. s. dL 
Eldest boy earned - - - - --15* 

Next boy, a piecer ------5-.. 

Two girls, in card-room, 8*. each - - - 16 - 

Another boy, a tenter - - - - - 5 6 

Himself had, as watchman - - - - - 14 - 

£.2 15 6 



He still has 14 s. weekly as watchman ; he and his eldest son both belonged to the Noah's 
Ark Club, and his son belonged to the Odd Fellows as well ; subscription to each 1 5. 6i 
monthly ; all the children in a penny club ; the son has been on tramp with a card from 
the Odd Fellows ; the payments have been kept up ; they have been a fortnight on the 
books ; 4 5. allowed wecKly in food. 

He said, *' We were doing well before the pnill stopped ; we have a better house here 
fVion WA .lOArl fr\ Viav^ in niir r\wn nnrinh. fl.nH we h^vp had nlentv of meat 1** furniture. 
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John Bridge, 38. — A dresser, in J. 8c R. Ashton^s mill antil it stopped, eight weeks ago; 
wife and seven children; has been twice at Giossop, looking for woAc; is there now, and 
has at last got work ; they have been having casual relief in food to the amount of 55. per 
week recently ; the woman ^aid she and the children were going to join him immediately ; 
and on the relieving officer asking, " Shall you want.no more, then?" she answered, " Oh, 
no ! we shall want no more now he has got into work." The officer said, however, there 
was another payment due under the order of the guardians, and that she should have it« 
for which she was very thankful. 

Robert Walker, aged 34. — Bleacher; employed in the printing-mill, which has now 
stopped eight weeks ; wife and five children; he used to earn himself, in full work, 20s. 
weekly, and a boy 3 s. 6rf., but there has only been half work for more than a year past ; 
belongs to Radcliffe, in Bury Union ; for two weeks past has had 5s. weekly in food from 
under the authority of the guardians of Bury Union. 

Samuel Barlow. — Print taker-off; wife and six children; the whole family earned, in 
the print*mill, when in full time, 2/. is. weekly; belong to Radcliffe, in 6ury Union, 
and are now receiving 5s. weekly in food, by authority of the guardians of that Union. 
The whole number of hands thrown out by the stoppage of tiie print-works was about 80. 

The mills referred to in the above cases as having stopped work for the present, were 
those of Messrs. Jno. 8c Robt. Ashton. The mills of Mr. Thomas Ashton were working 
full time, and we visited some families employed in those mills which had migrated from 
the south of England, and which still continued in the receipt of full earnings. 

The following are Examples of Migrant Families now in full Employment at Hyde >— 

Thomas White.. — Labourer ; wife and 1 1 children, five of them only under working age • 
the eldest girl 21 ; we found the woman at home ; united earnings of the family 505. 
a week ; she appeared in great spirits, and being asked whether she would like to go back 
to the south, said she would rather be transported. 

John Ca'mtham. — Carter ; cwne to Hyde from South Creek in Norfolk ; wife and nine 
children, of whom five were in the factory; united earnings of self and family wjera 
7,1. \*]s.6d. weekly. He said he was quite satisfied^ and would not like to go back. 
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(2.)— Circular to Makufacturers. 

Gentlemen, Bulkeley Anns, Stockport, 26 January 1842. 

We are under instructions from the Poor Law Commissioners, to make an inquiry into 
the extent, nature, and causes of the distress now existing in the Stockport Union. 

In order to make the inquiry effectually, we are desirous of obtaining from the proprietors 
and occupiers of mills in Stockport, Hyde, and the neighbourhood, imbrmation on several 
points regarding their respective establishments ; and we shall feel greatly obliged, if you 
will favour us by your immediate attention to the subjoined particulars, and if you vnll have 
the goodness to forward the corresponding Answers to us at your earliest convenience. 

We are, &c. 

A^ Power. 
E. Tufisktan, 
Assistant Poor Law Commissicmers. 

1. Name of the firm, and situation of the mill. 

2. Description of manufactures to which the works are applied. 

3. The date when the works were first brought into fuU action. 

4. The date when any additional buildings were erected in con- 
nexion with the works. 

5. The amoimt of horse-power originally employed. 

6. The amount of horse-power which has since been added, with 
the several dates of such additions. 

7. The full time wages paid weekly in the year 1831, if the mill 
was then erected and in full action, and the total number of hands 
employed, in immediate connexion with the mill, stating the num- 
ber of hands and the amount of wages for one and the same week. 

8. The same for the year 1836. 

9. The same for the year 1841. 

10. The amount of short time worked, either for the whole or 
any part of the mill, in each of the years fi-om 1831 to the present 
time. 

158. C 4 11. The 
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• 11. The penods'of the entire stoppage of the whole or any part 
of the mill, since 1831, specifying the cause, as turn-out of the 
hands, or badness of trade. 

* 12. The increase or decrease of the proportion of goods manu- 
factured by the finn, which have been supplied for consumption in 
the home market, during the period above mentioned: 

13. The increase or decrease of the proportion supplied for 
foreign consumption. 



Memoranda re- 
lating to Order of 
Odd Fellows. 



2. February 1842. 

(3.)— MEMORANDA of an Interview with Four Members of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, being severally Brothers of Lodges comprised in the Stockport District of 
the Manchester Unity of that Order, viz., Mr. Bamett Jervis, Secretary of the District, 
Mr. Thomas Woolham, Deputy Grand Master, Mr. James Clayton, and Mr. William Wra^ 

' who had also previously held 0£Sce in the Society. ' 

\ The following statements were made to us by one or other of the above parties with the 
concurrence of the rest : 

There are several distinct societies in this kingdom, which pass under the name of ^ Old 
Fellows." That which we belong to is called the Manchester Unity. There is a Loo- 
don Unity, a Leeds Unity, a Sheffield Unity, and a Bolton Unity. 

. The Manchester Unity, which is much the largest of all, embraces altogether 3,059 
lodges, comprising about 230,000 persons in Great Britain. 

The Stockport district of the Manchester Unity contains in all 31 lodges, comprising 
in the whole, as by report of the 17th December last, 2,341 members; and the number of 
members in each lodge ranges from 20 to 255, according to the same report. 

Here follows a list of the several lodges in the Stockport District, together with an account 
of the number of members in each lodge. 

{Set forth the List). 

The head-quarters of this Unity are at Manchester, where there is a board of directors 
with a secretary, whose salary is 200 /. per annum. 

There is an annual committee meeting, attended by deputies from the various districts 
established through the kingdom, and that meeting is held at a different town in each suc- 
ceeding year, and the place is annually determined at the previous meeting of the com- 
inittee. The next meeting will be held at Wigan. All the more important general business 
of the order is transacted at this meeting. 

Every district of lodges has its provincial grand master, and deputy grand master, 
president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, examining officer, relieving officer, and 
auditors; each of w^om are elected annually. The only paid officer is the^xa- 
mining officer, who receives is. per 20 cases; and the secretary also obtains a small 
gratuity at the end of his year of service, by vote of the district committee (consisting o£ 
deputies from the several lodges, who transact the general business of the district), provided 
that he has given satisfaction. 

The name of relieving officer" is not a new name in the society; it has existed as long 
aaany of the members present can recollect. 

Each lodge has a president, called a noble grand, and a sepraate secretary and treasurer, 
all of whom are elected half-yearly; none of these officers are paid. The funds belonging 
to each lodge are raised by subscnption from its several members, and by the entrance fee. 

The subscription varies in diffisrent lodges; in mostof tliose comprised in the Stockport 
District it is i ^. 6 d. per month, but in some it does not exceed 1 s. per month. ' 

The entrance fee from 18 years of age (the earliest age of admission) to 35, is 1 /. is., 
and it ranges through various gradations from 35 years of age to 40 (the latest age of 
admission), and at that age it is 5/. 5$. The funds belonging to and administered by 
each district of lodges is obtained from the several lodges contained in it, by orders or 
money warrants drawn by the secretary of the district upon the secretaries of the several 
lodges ; and these orders call for a contribution from eact) lodge, according to number of 
members comprised in the lodge, by an equal rate of id. or 2d., or more per head, accord- 
ing to the occasion or necessity for the district call. 

The outgoings from the fund belonging to each lodge are as follows : 
1. Sick-gifts, being the allowance of such sum, not exceeding 10^; weekly, as may be 
determined from time to time by the lodge, to members wholly prevented from following 

their usual nrrnnatinn Kv Aip.knpfta. 
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4. Relief granted to any members of the district who are in extraordiuMy (^ircumttaDOtt 
of distress, on petition sent in their behalf to the several lodges, 
5* Medical assistance, through a medical officer, at 2«. 6 d. per case. 

Betides these modes of mutual assistance, any member who.is no.t able, to find employ- 
ment in the town or peighbourbood where h\$ lodge is siuiate,.is provided with a ticket or 
card, which will ensure him a certain sofficieat mainteuance whiles. seeking work ia any 
town containing a lodge of the order to which he may present it. This ticket runs for 
six months, and may, be renewed ag^n after six months more. 

The outgoings of the district fund are chiefly, 

1. Funerals ; 10/. being allowed from this fund on the death of a member of any lodge 
in the district. 

2. Relief afforded to persons on travel, or tramps, as it is called, who are- members of 
lodges in other districts of the Unity, and who present such cards as above mentioned. 

3« Payments in the natnre of fees, as b^ofe described, to the examining oflScer of the 
district. - . 

4. Gratuity to district^secr^tary, acid incidentals. 

The board of diveetofs in Manohestef pumhase all artideQ, iEis books, tliagasines, paper, 
Sio., for the use of the several lodges ana distvicis tbroughoutthe kingdom. That body 
expends in the purchase of such articles no less a aum than 3,000 L quarterly, and they 
receive these Advances back from the several lodges to which the supply js ^ilriade, together 
with a small per-centage of profit, which provides for all the expenses of geneiral superin- 
tendence and management, > consisting almost bolely of sec^eUury's salary, and rent of 
buildings and offices. ' * ' 

' ' ' ' ■ ,''■..', ' 

. The fpllowipg ^s a li$( of. the trader professiops, &c. of the serveral members of the 
Stockport District of the Independent Ood Fellows of the Manchester Unity^ aspubli^ed 
ip February 1840^ at which time the n^n:^b<^r qf m^mbtrs in that. district iya3 9,104: — ' 

LIST of Tra des, Phobbssionb, &c. of the Mepabers of the Stoekpovt District of LO. F:M. U. 
i By George Bol&aver, Prov. G, M» 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21, 
22. 
23. 
24. 
?5. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
3^. 
36. 



Bakers - . . - 
Beer sellers - - - - 
Block cutters - .- 
Blower tenters 

Boatmen - . - , r. - . 
Boiler makers ... 
Book-keepers - - - 
Brewers - ... 
Brickmakers ... 
Brick-setters - . - . 
Brusjimakprs ... 
Butchers r . . ., 
Cabinetmakers - - ,-. 
Calenderers - - - ^ , 

Carders .-..-. 
Carters - - - . 
Chandlers, tallojw - - . 

Clogffers - - - . 
Gpa^zb^ien - - . - . 
Collectors pf rates, fcc. - . 

Colliers - . 
Colour makers for cpttpn printers 
Confectioners ^ - - r 
Coopers - - . . - 
Cordwainers - . - 
Crofters or blea^h^rs . 
Cutlookers - - .;: 
Curriers «f . . 
Dealers in cotton. waste, 
Drapers - - ' . - * 
Dressei^ - - . - 
Druggists .... 
Dyers . - 

Eartheniwtte dealers - 



Engravers 



11 

6 

7 

2 

2 

3 

10 

20 

6 

26 

10 

17 

2 

5 

3fi 

23 

3 

3 

1 
1 
3 
2 

80 

83 
1 
2 
2 
3 

90 
4 

84 
3 

28 
3 



43. Greengrocers - - - 

44. Grinders of machines - 
I 46. Grocers ? - , - 

46. Grooms - - ' 

47. Hairdressers . . . 

48. Hatters t^\*. - , - . - 

49. Hawkers - - -. 

60. Jgiiicr& and carpenters - * 

61. Labourers - - - - 

62. Leather cutters - - - 

63. Lodge-keepers ... 

64. Managers 111 cotton mills 
66. Manufacturers of cotton 

66. Masonfi - - - . .- 
67^ Mechanics ill factories - . - 

68. Millerd - . - 

69. Millwrights 

60. Miners - - 

pi. Mouk^rs • - - . 

62..]!ilusiciajis ' ^-_ - 

63. Newsvenders - - . 

64; Ostlers - - . - 

66. Overlookers in mills v 

66. Painters - - . . , 

67. Paviers - r . - 

68. Physicians , ^ • - 

69. Piecers to cotton spinners 
7Q. Picker makers, • .. - 7 

71. Plasterers - - . - 

72. Plumbers and glaziers - 

75. PoHq^ officers. 7 ,. r 
74. Poi-ters - . - 

76. Printers of cotton - • 
T0. Printers^ lettei^ piess ' * ^ 

77. Publicans - , ..^ 

78. Roller coverera • - - 

mix 
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1 

5 

3 

3 

'9 

76 

4 

43 

103 

2 

3 

6 

1 

16 

^Q 

20 

11 

.4 

17 

2 

2 

2 

107 

22 

1 

1 

.. 5 

2 

9 

12 

5 

3 

' 97 

6 

31 

3 
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86. Shopkeepers 

86. Shiittlemakers - 

87. Sizers' - - . 

88. Slaters - . - 

89. Slubbers - - - 

90. Smiths - - - 

91. Spindlemakers - 

93. Spinners - - ' • - 

93. Stretchers - 

94. Strikers to smiths 
96. Strippers - 

96. Surgeons - 

97. Surgeons, veterinary - 

98. Tailors - - . 

99. Tinplate workers 
100. Tol»cconists 



17 


101. Tobacco-pipe makers - 


- 2 


6 


102. Toll-keepers 


- 2 


1 


103. Tripe dressers - - - 


- 1* 


6 


104. Turners in wood, metal, &c. 


- 4 


7 


106. Twisters-in ... 


- 11 


41 


106. Warehousemen - - - 


- 16 


2 


107. Warpers - - - - 

108. Washers - - - . 


- 10 


301 


- 6 


13 


109. Weavers - - - . 


- 261 


4 


110. Wheelwrights - - . 


- 4 


21 


111. Whetters of cards 


- 8 


4 


112. Writers, or clerks 


2 


1 


113. No trade returned 


- 12 


39 






2 

1 




2,164 



Some of the parties included in the above list are honorary members, who, approving of 
the objects and regulations of the society, belong to it from philanthropic motives. 

The Stockport District subscribes to several charitable institutions. It subscribed 
upwards of 130 /. to the Stockport Infirmary ; and it subscribes annually to the Eye Hos- 
pital, and the Deaf and Dumb Asylum at Manchester. 

The Stockport District has recently furnished some of the brothers, who have been thrown 
into distress by the decline of trade, with money to assist them in emigrating from this 
country to the continents of America and Australia, and to other parts of the world. 

There isan American Unity, embracing 120,000 Odd Fellows, who have no connexion, 
financially, with any of the Unities in England; but, notwithstanding that circumstance, 
ihere is a certain degree of harmony and correspondence between the Unities in the two 
countries, which would ensure the American Odd Fellow assistance from any of the 
Jodges in this country to which he might present himself, with due certificates of fellow- 
ship, and which would also ensure to an Englishman the same reception from the lodge? 
in America, on due recognition of similar certificates. 

It appears, however, from the last Report of the Grand Annual Committee of the Stock- 
port District, that some misunderstanding has recently occurred on the part of the 
American brethren of the order, and it is expected that a deputation from that continent 
will attend the next annual general meeting of the Manchester Unity, to be holden at 
Wigan. 

Tlie Independent Order of Odd Fellows is said to have been first established in England 
in the year 1805. 



Returns relating 

to Excise Duties, 

cStc. 



(4.) 

A RETURN showing the Amount of the Excise Duties charged in Stockport District, 
distinguishing the several Heads, in each Year from 1831 to the present Time. 





- 






AMOUKT or DUTY 


ON 






YEARS. 










^^ 








AUCTIONS. 


BRICKS. 


LICENSES. 


PAPER. 


POST-aORSBS. 


1833 - . 


£. ». d. 

471 7 10 


£. 
3,389 


t. 


4 


£. t. d. 
3,637 3 3 


£. «. 

1,751 i6 


d. 

4 


£. t. d. 


1833 . - 


505 »5 4 


3,993 


6 


- 


3,848 9 3 


a,i94 11 


7 




183+ - - 

1835 - - 

1836 - . 


513 7 9 
835 14 - 
793 6 1 


5,343 
6,136 

7,065 


13 
18 

18 


I 

7 
1 


4,810 18 - 
5,316 4 6 
4,901 14 3 


3,380 6 

3,257 6 
3,400 3 


3 

10 

6 


Transfenredto 
this department, 
1st Febniary 
1837. 


1837 - - 


736 "16 3 


3,180 


3 


1 


4,996 ~ 3 


1,215 19 


6 


403 10 6 


1838 - - 


579 9 » 


1,390 


13 


8 


3,103 9 - 


1,977 i6 


9 


385 8 5 


1839 . - 


544 »5 - 


5,401 


13 


5 


4,796 19 - 


3,376 18 


6 


300 8 8 


1840 .. 


39> 9 " 


3,53 » 


3 


9 


4,771 15 3 


4,027 5 


4 


241 17 7 


1841 - 


468 13 1 


1,887 


5 


3 


4,657 »7 8 


3,312 13 


8 


333 11 - 
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A RETURX, tbowing the Numbbr of Tbadbbs Lieeaied by the Bxcxsx in tbo Stoekpart District; distingoithing the seTOfAl Deteriptioiis, 

in each Year firom 1831 to the present Time. 



YEARS. 



1833 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 

1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 



12 

10 

9 

8 

8 

11 
\l 
11 
11 
IS 



228 

838 
846 
386 



303 
303 
887 
880 
381 



1^ 



6 
5 

4 
6 
4 

3 
3 

4 
3 

1 



RetaUenof 



Beer 

Wine. 
SpiriU. 
(PnbUcans.) 



801 
806 
800 
315 
231 



244 
368 
254 
849 



130 
137 
139 
155 
165 

179 
186 
190 
189 
177 



lis: 



849 
888 
389 
363 
384 

396 
389 
338 
893 
251 



Dealers in 



Spirits 

and 

Wine. 



8 
8 
6 
6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
8 
8 



Tea, 

Coffee, 

&c. 



431 
437 
488 
603 
656 

538 
524 
487 
476 
471 



Tobacco 

and 

Snuff. 



833 
877 
950 
089 
1,073 

1,054 

1,037 

953 

901 

896 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
8 
8 
8 
8 



11 

II 



8 
8 
8 
3 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
8 



I 



Transferred 

to this 

department 

1 Feb. 1837. 

43 
50 
44 

30 
35 



5 I 



8 
3 
3 
8 



8 
3 
3 

S 
6 



Excise-oAce, London,^ 
17 February 1843. / 



A RETURN showing the Quantities of British Spirits Permitted into Thaders' Stocks, and 
also the Quantities of Foreiom Spirits, Wikb, Tea, Tobacco^ and Skufv, consumed in the 
Stockport District of Excise, in each Year from 1831 to the present Time. 





British SpiriU 

Permitted 

into 

Traders' Stocks. 


QUANTITIES CONSUMED. 


YEARS. 












• rORBtON 
SPIRITS. 


WIHK. 


TEA. 


TOBACCO AKO 
SKUrF. 


1833 ... 


GaUont. 
19,360 


Gallotu. 

39,956 


Gallotu. 

5,950 


Lbs. 

46,043 


Lbs. 
75,111 


1833 - . . 


31,509 


93,377 


6,371 


44,818 


83,931 


1834 - . . 


18,310 


33,751 


7,180 


43,213 


81,365 


1835 - . - 


17.508 


37,377 


Half-Tear, to 

5 July: 

3,138 


42,383 


84,069 


1836 . - . 

1837 - - - 

1838 - - . 


16,563 
13,435 
13,937 


• 37,615 

36,003 

35,523 


Account difl 
the abolition 
survey. 


continued on 
of the Excise 


63,654 

63,838 
40,563 


1839 - 


9,030 


33,990 


- 


- 


54,109 


1840 ... 


8,396 


17,767 




. . 


Half-vear, to 
5 July: 
33,763 


1841 . - - 


3,601 


16,314 


• " • 


• " " 


Account discon* 
tinuedonthe abo- 
btion of the Excise 










1 


survey. 
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POPULATION OF STOCKPORT. 



COPY of the Evidence taken, and Report maik, 
by the AssistaiIt Poor LAw Cpmussionii 
sent to inquire into the State of the ft)pul«ioii8f 
Stockport. 



(Mr. Cgbd^j^ 



Ordered, by The House of Commont, to be PWntel, 
li April tB4». 



[Price Is. 4 J.] 
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COAL MINES. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons^ 
dated s8 July 1849;-:/^, 

COPY of a LETTER, dated the 27th day of June 1842, addressed by the Poor Law Commissionbrs to 
the Guardians of each of the Unions of Dewsbury and Halifax, on the Subject of apprenticing Poor 
Children to work in a Coal Mine; together with Copies of the Answers returned thereto. 



Poor Law Commission Office, \ 
Somerset House, a August 1842. J 



(signed) fV. G. Lundof^ 

Assistant Secretary. 



— No. 1.— 

LETTER addressed by the Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians of the Dewsbury and 

Halifax Unions. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 27 June 1842. 

I AM directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that their attention has been drawn to the First 
Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the employment and condition of Children in Mines 
and Manufactories ; from which they observe that the practice of sending children from the Union Workhouses 
in the neighbourhood of the coal-mining districts to employment in the collieries is alleged to be very 
common. They request that you will forward them a Return, showing the name, sex and age of every child 
under the age of 16, apprenticed by the Board of Ghiardians of the — — — Union, or by the Parish Officers 
in such Union, to a coal mine, or sent, without being apprenticed, to work in a coal mine, during the years 1840, 
1841 and 1842, together with the name of the mine ; also the term for which every such child may have been 
apprenticed, and t^be amount of the premium (if any) which may have been paid with the child. 

I am, &c. 
To the Clerk to the Guardians. (signed) W. O. Lumley, 

Assistant Secretary. 



— N0.2.— 

COPIES of the Answers received by the Poob Law Commissioners to the above Letter. 
Gentlemen, Dewsbury Union, July 9, 1842. 

I BEQ leave to send you, as required by Mr. Chadwick's letter of the 27th June, a Return, showing the 
name, sex and age of every chud under the age of 16, apprenticed by the Board of Gruardians of this 
Union, or by the rarish Officers in the Union, to a coal miner, or sent, without bein^ apprenticed, to work 
in a coal mine, during the years 1840, 1841 and 1842 ; together with the name and residence of the miner to 
whom sent ; also the sum for which every such child was apprenticed, and the amount of the premium paid 
with the child. I cannot furnish the name of the mine. 

With regard to Thomas Townend, who vms sent out of the workhouse to a coal miner on trial at five yean 
old, I have to remark, that he, at that time, appeared by the workhouse books to be upwards of seven years of 
age. The child had been removed, along witn other paupers, firom one of the township workhouses to the 
union workhouse ; and as the master of the township workhouse kept no account of the ages of the inmates, the 
union officers were obliged to get the ages of the paupers from the paupers themselves and their friends; and in 
this way Thomas Townend whs put down seven instead of five. As soon as the error was discovered, which 
was in a few days afler the child was sent out of the workhouse, he was sent back to the workhouse. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 
(signed) William Carr. 



Name of Child. 



In the year 1840; 

Joseph Gaunt 
Joseph Scott 
John Howden 
William Goodall - 
Shallam Lister - 



Joseph Booth 
Thomas Townend 



Edward Robinson 



526. 



Sou 


Ag^ 




Yn. Mo. 


male 


11 


>> 


10 - 


>» 


It 3 


» 


10 - 


>» 


8 - 


»» 


10 - 


>i 


5 - 


>* 


9 - 



For what Pviod appientioed. 



Amount 
of Premium 
gnren witH 

theCliild. 




9 years - - - 
11 ditto • . • 

9 ditto and g months 
10 ditto - - 

• - vrent on trial (and 
was returned in a few 
days). 

- ditto - - ditto " 

• - went on trial (and 
was returned in 16 
days). 

- - went on trial (and 
is not yet bound ap- 
prentice). 



none - 



9» 



n 



David Preston 
Jame« Robertshaw 
John Fell - 
William Scaife 
Valentine Wilkinson 



Richard Allatt 
William Bradshaw 



Jesse Speight 



Batley - 
Liversedfe 
Batley - 
Thoriihill 
- ditto - 



Deuby 
Overton 



Flocktou« 



Trade. 



coal miner. 
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2 RBTURN RELATIVB TO THE ^PPRft^TIC^ING OF fOO^ CH1U>RBN, IN 


DEWSBURY 










Amount 
















of Premium 








Name of Child. 


Six. 


Age. 




given with 
die Child. 


NameofMaittr. 


tUeideiiee. 


Ihde. 


In the year 1841: 




Yrs. Mo. 












William Firth - 


mkle 


11 


10 yean - - - 


J none *- 


John Ledyard 


Mirfield- 


cMlnuMi. 


In the yearl842 : 




' 












George Booth 


w 


12 - 


- - went on trial^ (and 
wa« returned in 3 
weeks). 


» " 


Heniy Chambers • 


Thomhili 


n 


William Grey - 


» 


12 - 


- - went on trial (and 
was returned in a few 
days). 


• >t • 


Joseph Crowther - 


Sforley - 


9f 


John Fothcrgill - 


V 


10 


went on trial to 


* »> ■ 


John Field - 


Flockton- 


n 


Thoma$Wbindie« 


9 


10 T 


- - went on trial (and 
was returned in a few 
days). 

.*_ — 


- w - 


Henry Chamhers - 


ThornhiU 

— i 


n 



Sir, Poor Law Commission 

I AM directed by tbe Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the 

forwarding to them a Return of the number of children apprenticed 

during the years 1840, 1841 and 1842, 

In reference to the case ot one of the children^ Thomas Townend, 

may be informed what has become of the boy since he was returned 

the workhou$e still, . 

To W« Carr, Esq.| Clerk of the Dewsbury Union, 
Gomersal, Leeds. 



Office, Somerset House, 14 July 1842. 
receipt of your letter of the 9th insUni, 
to coal mines in the Dewsbuiy Unioi^ 

I am to request that the Commissions 
to the workhouse, and whether be is ia 

I am, kc» 
(signed) George Coode, 

Assistant Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Dewsbury Union, 16 July 1842. 

I WRITE to inform you, in answer to Mr.Coode's letter of the 14th instant (9,195 B.), that Thomas Towoend 
is now in the Union Workhouse at Batley, and has been there ever since he was sent back to the workhouse, 
after being sent out on trial to William Bradshaw. 

I have. Sec* 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) WUUam Carr. 



I Tlr Jtl I. 1 



Sir, Halifax, July 20, 1842. 

Enclosed, I transmit Return of the number of children apprenticed and sent to work in coal mines in tbk 
Union during the years 1840, 1841 and 1842. 

I am, 8cc. 



To E. Chadwick, Esq., Secretary, 



(signed) Charter Barstow, 

Union GerL 



Halifax Uhion. 
Return of the Number of Childrbn, under Sixteen, apprenticed by the Guardlaks of the Halifax Union to Cod 
Miners, or sent to work in Coal Mines without being apprenticed, during the Years 1840, 1841 and 1842, 





, 






1 

no 

n 


Term 




Sent to 
work 






^Townships. 


NameofChihL 


, Sou 


M^ 


of 
AppTen- 
ticeihip. 


[ 


without 


^NttieotCQslACii& 


NameofMiileL 


SoQthowram 

Skircoat 

Sowerby. 


1 
William Hollingswortb 
John Pearson - 
Joseph Firth - 


male 


Tn. 




- 




Bradsh^w Iftt, Ovenden 
Holling Edre, Elland 
.-SbiHen Pit, North-, 


AbrdiamOldMd. 
Joseph WbitriejT. 
Thomas Bottemlej, 


Halifax 
Ditto 


Joseph Lister - 
Joseph Elfis - • 


w 


>3 

»4A 




- • 


- 


n 


owram. 

- ■ Clough Hole Pit, 
Nortbbwrain. 

- - Thorn Bar, North- 


George Scott 
- ditto. 


Warley 


William Wood - 


» 


16 


» 


• 


.. 


u 


owraiq. 

• - Wind; Bank, North- 


Joseph Barker. 


Ditto 


- ditto - - . 


ff 





» 


- - 


- 


»>. 


nwram. 

- - WoodheadV Pit, 

Idle,i»earBradfoi,-d. 


Benjamin Nomaiioo- 
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AND HALIFAX UNIONS, TO WORK IN COAL MINIS. 
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DEBTS OF PARISHES, 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated i March 1842 t—for^ 



A RETURN of all Debts, Liabilities and ENOAGEMEiiTs claimed against the Poor 
Rates of any Parish at the time of the passing of the Act 4 & 5 Will. IV., c. 76, for 
which Securities had been given and Interest was then paid ; distinguishing such as were 
duly secured and were legally charged upon the Poor Rates, and such as were secured 
by Notes or Engagements of Parish Officers or other Persons on behalf of such 
Parishes; with a Statement of the Consideration given for such Debts, and the Purposes 
for which they were incurred ; whether paid, and if so, how paid, or if unpaid ; and in 
such Case the Names of the Parties to whom the same are now due, and the Parties 
responsible upon the Securities. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset-House,! ^' ^* Lumlet/, 

3 March 1842. J Assistant Secretary. 



(Mr, Benjamin Wood.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed^ 
4 March 1 842. 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABItlTIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE POOR 



ANALYSIS OF THE RETURN. 





Debts claimed 












against the Poor Rates 

on the 

14th Aagust 1834, 

the Date of the passing 

of the 
Poor Law Amendment 


Debts paid 

since that time 

out of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

and Incorporation 


Debts paid 
since that time 

out of 

the Poor Rates 

and other Sources. 


Annuities 

claimed against 

the 

Poor Rates 

at the 

time mentioned. 


Annuities 




redeemed and dropped 
since that time. 




Act. 


Property. 








ENGLAND: 


£. $. d. 


£. $. cL 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Bbdford - - - - 


6,462 6 - 


722 6 - 


690 - - 


182 6 6 


62 17 6 


Berks 


4,664 7 - 


3,448 6 10 


40 - - 


80 - - 




BUCKIKQHAK . . • 


4,029 7 1 


2,218 6 3 


963 9 6 






Cambridge - - - • 


1,088 19 4 


490 - - 


28 16 3 






Chester . . • - 


2,244 10 10 


• 


242 16 11 






Cornwall . - - - 


9,618 6 - 


1,289 6 8 


2,434 11 2 






Cumberland - - - • 


1,067 6 - 


86 - - 


824 1 - 






Derby . . - - 


6,143 6 8| 


970 1 7 


l,-262 3 li 






Devon - - - - - 


4,277 19 2 


1,688 2 11 


1,434 6 3 






Dorset . - - - 


6,471 19 11 


640 7 - 


2,218 19 4 






Durham . - - - 


1,886 6 - 


661 6 - 


270 - - 






Essex 


7,768 3 11 J 


8,491 9 - 


2,480 n 1 } 






Gloucester - - - 


11,210 18 10 


8,841 10 6 


936 9 - 


6 4- 




Hereford - - - - 


1,678 4 6 


928 18 6 


406 1 7 






Hertford . - . - 


6,168 10 2 


8,263 10 2 


960 - -- 


lae - - 




Huntingdon - • - 


946 4 - 


694 19 - 


124 4 - 






Kent 


27,347 6 8 J 


13,368 8 10 


7,370 3 2 


804 17 3 


42 10 - 


Lancaster - - - - 


19,670 7 6 1 


2,862 19 10 


6,621 2 3 






Leicester - • - - 


10,762 6 2 


4,206 18 3 


616 16 3 






Lincoln . - - - 


4,712 11 1 


2,160 3 -i 


736 7 7 4 


43 - - 


16 - - 


Middlesex - - - - 


48,876 4 7 


900 10 8 


14,039 16 - 


1,671 2 - 


370 - - 


Monmouth - - - - 


836 14 2 


176 14 2 








Norfolk - - - - 


9)012 14 4 


2,082 11 4 


2,163 - - 


660 - - 




Northampton ... 


0,002 16 1 


2,836 12 9 


377 2 - 






Northumberland 


626 9 4 


300 - - 


211 - 10 






Nottingham ^ . . 


10,988 14 4 


3,632 - 8 i 


981 - 2 






Oxford - - - - 


8,318 10 4 


1,342 19 7 


648 8 3 






Rutland - . - - 


379 6 4 


299 6 4 


30 - - 






Salop 


32,007 10 2 


3,972 6 2 


2,676 11 8 


120 - - 


44 - - 


Somerset - . - - 


4,048 18 2 


2,263 16 - 


990 8 7 


138 - - 




Southampton . - - 


14,600 - 7 


6,783 6 1 


2,152 6 9 


70 - - 




Stafford - - - - 


8,260 11 4i 


1,004 2 8 


4,661 8 8 J 






Suffolk - - - - 


11,889 10 - 


298 - - 


2,841 10 - 






Surrey . . - - 


8,808 16 1 


3,438 7 10 


1,399 8 2 


14 - - 


14 - - 


Sussex .... 


28,160 18 -i 


10,608 2 11 i 


6,379 16 10 J 


72 ^ - 


6^ 


Warwick . - - - 


4,124 18 4 


804 4 6 


864 6 11 i 






Westmorland . - - 


3,296 4 8 


116 11 6 


1,613 13 9 






WiLTO 


4,776 10 1 


1,001 7 10 


1,761 8 11 






Worcester . - - - 


4,978 1 10 


3,430 - - 


677 16 8 i 






York, East Biding 


1,284 10 10 


. 


626 1 6 






York, North Riding 


2,643 18 9 


462 - - 


328 1 9 






York, West Riding 


6,929 16 8 i 


666 6 1 


1,414 3 2 






TOTAL - . . £. 


360,319 10 74 


92,302 2 6 4 


76,461 6 9 i^ 


3,881 8 9 


603 7 6 


WALES: 












Anglesey - - - - 


1,626 16 7 


. 


106 2 - 






Brecknock . - - - 


1,164 13 7 


548 18 - 


70 13 - 






Cardigan . . . - 


68 4 4 


- 


19 - - 






Carmarthen ... 


1,179 10 9 


. 


222 18 6 






Carnarvon - - - - 


3,749 9 3 


• 


697 4 6 






Denbigh . - - - 


1,626 7 4 


- - - 


623 7 2 


16 - - 


* 


FUNT 


821 - - 


- 


46 - - 






Glamorgan - - - - 


636 - - 


- - - 


20 - - 




• 


MEiRIONETH . - - - 


991 8 - 


- - - 


672 - - 






Montgomery - - - - 


8,280 8 2 


197 - - 


6,838 19 10 






Pbmbrokb . - . - 


426 8 - 


- - - 


118 8 - 






Radnor .... 


80 - - 










TOTAL - - - £. 


20,287 - - 


746 18 - 


9,283 12 11 


16 - - 


— 


TOTAL of England and! 
Wales - - -J 


870,666 10 7 i 


1 
93,048 - 6j 


84,684 18 8i 


8,897 8 9 


603 7 6 



The 
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RATES OF ANY PARISH AT THE PASSING OF THE ACT 4 & 5 WILL. 4, C. 76. 3 



The Debts at present outstanding amount to 

Besides Annuities to the amount of £.3,282. 1. 8. per annum. 

The purposes for which these Debts appear to have been incurred are as 
foDow : — 

Purchasing, building and repairing workhouses, 

poor-houses and cottages - - - - £. 176,283 15 7 ^ 

Lawexpenaes 5,902 16 7 

Medical relief 559 3 7 

Expenses of emigration ..... 2,424 4 -*• 

Expenses of parochial raluations ... 1,22619 9 

In aid of the poor-rates, and for miscellaneous 

objects 6,420 11 10 



£. s. d. 
192,817 11 4i 



192,817 11 4i 



Of these debts the sum of £. 102,723. 12. 3. appears to be legally charged on the poor-rates, and 
of the annuities the sum of £.2,791. 14. 9. appears to be so charged. 

The amount of the debts not legally charged on the poor-rates is therefore £.00,098. 19. 1 i, 
and the amount of the annuities not so secured is £. 500. 6. 0. 



LIST OF COUNTIES. 







Page 








Page 




P^ 


ENGLAND. 








- 


- 


40 


Worcester - 


- 104 


Bedford 


^ 


. 


4 


Lincoln 


- 


• 


48 


York, East Riding 


- 106 


Berks « 


. 


• 


4 


Middlesex - 


. 


*. 


50 


YoRr, North Riding 


- 108 


Buckingham - 


- 


- 


6 


Monmouth - 


- 


- 


52 


York, West Riding 


- 110 


Cambridge - 


. 


• 


6 


Norfolk 


. 


^ 


52 


WALES. 




Chester 


. 


. 


8 


Northampton 


. 


- 


56 




Cornwall 


. 


. 


10 


Northumberland 


• 


• 


60 


Anglesey 


. 114 


Cumberland - 


- 


- 


12 


Nottingham - 


- 


- 


60 


Brecon 


. 116 


Derby - 
Devon - 
Dorset - 
Durham 


- 


- 


12 
16 
18 
20 


Oxford 
Rutland 
Salop - 


- 


- 


66 

68 
68 


Cardigan 
Carmarthen - 
Carnarvon - 


- 116 
. 116 
. 118 


Essex - 

GlX>UCBSTBR - 








Somerset 


. 


. 


72 


Denbigh 


- 120 






20 
22 


Southampton 
Stafford 


- 


- 


74 

80 \ 


Flint - - - 


- 122 


Hereford 
Hertford 


- 


- 


24 
26 


Suffolk 
Surrey 
Sussex - 


. 


'. 


82 
86 

88 ' 


Glamorgan - 
Merioneth - 


. 122 
- 124 


Huntingdon - 


. 


. 


26 






Montgomery - 


- 124 


Kent - 


- 


- 


28 


Warwick 
Westmorland 


: 


: 


98 
100 


Pembroke 


* Vl% 


Lancaster 






34 


Wilts - 






102 


Radnor - 


- \2(S 



^ 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



BEDFORD. 



PARISH. 



':! 



Barford, Great - 

Bedford Incorporation 
St Cuthbert -1 
St. John - - 1 
St Mary - 
8t Paul . 
St Peter - 



Blenham - 
Clifton . 

Ditto - 

Flitwick - 
Dunstable 

Renbold - 



Staesden - 
Toddington 
Ektow - 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

daimed against the 

PoorRateaat 

the time of the paanng 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act* 

14th Auguft 1834. 



Bedford 



Bedford 



Biggleswade 

- ditto 

Ampthill 
Luton - 

Bedford 



Bedford 
Wobum 
Bedford 



Annuities - £. 



185 18 - 
8,600 - - 



- - annuities 
amounting to 
1322. 6f. 6(L a 
year. 

100 - - 

- - a life annuity 
of 50 L per annum. 

200 - - 

30 - - 
25 - - 

181 8 ^ 



100 - 
300 - 
840 - 



Whether ■ecnred by 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



- - charged on the poor- 
rates under a Local Act 



ditto 



5,462 6 - 



182 5 6 



by a bond - - - 
by a charge on the rates 



Whether 
•ecnred by Note or Bill 

giren by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note 



by note ^ - - 
- - by a mortgage on the 
parbh poor-house. 



by note 



by bonds 



- - by bond given by 
the rate-payers. 



BERKS. 



Challow, East - 

Cholsey ... 
Clewer ... 
Eastgarston 

Finchamstead - 

Saint Oiles 

Saint Helen, Abingdon 

Ilsley, West - 

Lamboum. 

Letcombe Regis 

St Mary -the -Moor, 

Wallingford. 
St Mary, Readbg - 

Peasemore 

St. Peter, Wallingford 

Shinfield, otherwise 

Hartley Dammer. 
Speen . - - 



Wantage 



Wallmgford 

Windsor 

Hungerford 



Wokingham 

Reading 
Abingdon • 



Hungerford - 

Wantage 
Wallii]|ford 

Reading 

Wantage 

Wallingford 
Wokingham 
Newbury 



Annuities 



20 12 6 



200 - - 

148 4 2 

80 - - 



37 16 - 

• - a life annuity 
of 40 /. per annum. 
450 - - 

50 - - 

2,000 - - 

100 - - 
083 10 - 

- • a life annuity 
of 40 /. a year. 
40 - - 

84 - - 
400 - - 
110 4 4 



4,654 7 - 



80 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



bond 



— bonds under Gilbert's 
Act 



by bonds 
- ditto 



by bonds 



- - by agreement entered 
in the parish books at a 
vestry meeting. 



by note 



- - by mortoige on the 
parish workhouse. 
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BEDFORD. 



Conudenttum 

of 

^Debt 



money lent 

- ditto 

- ditto 



. ditto - 
500 /. 

200^ 
money lent 
charity money 

money lent 



- ditto - 
• ditto 
money lent 



PnipoM lor 
wliich Debt incarred. 



- - to purchase premisesyto be 
converted into a poor-house. 

- - to build a house of indus- 
try, and to purchase land. 



- ditto 



to bufld poor-houses ^ 
for buildmg poor-house 



- ditto .... 
towards building a workhouse 
• -applied to bmld houses for 
the use of the poor. 

- - for repairii^ the parish 
workhous^ and providing 
furniture for same. 

to build a poor-house 
to build a workhouse - 

- - to repair a house used as 
a poor-house, but which did 
not belong to the parish. 

£. 

Annuity dropped - £. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out^ 
of the Produce 

of the 

SaleofParochiftl 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. s. d. 
166 18 - 



80 - - 
26 - - 

181 8 - 



800 - - 



722 6 - 



52 17 6 



Paidootof 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sooroei. 



£. s. d. 



860 - 



100 - - 



100 
40 



590 - - 



When 
paid. 



1841. 



1840 



1841. 



1889. 
1886. 

1889. 



1888. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Psrties UaUe. 



- - holders, William and 
Richard Parker. 



. . holders, one of 52/. 
17 s. 6d^ drooped; as to 
252., Miss Richards; as to 
422. Ss., Mrs. Ann Hardy ; 
as to 12 /., Mrs. Woodham. 

claimant, Widow Bark^. 



- - claimants, Me8srs.Cooper 
and Arch. 



- - holder, William Barnard 
Canher ; alleged to be liable, 
Henry Whitbread, and six 
others. 



BERKS. 



money lent 



. ditto - 
law expenses 
money lent 



- - towards building cottages, 
and for the purposes of emi- 
gration, 
to build a workhouse - 



- - to build a dwelling-house 
for the assistant overseer. 



20 12 6 



200 - - 



•-board, clothing, ..... 

lodeingy washing, 

medical attendfmce, and care of a lunatic belonging to the parish. 

- - to discharge a debt incur- 
red in building a workhouse. 

— to purchase 12acre8of land 
fortheemploymentofthepoor. 
• - to bmld two houses on 
parish land, 
to build a workhouse • 



400 L money lent 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



charitymoneylent 
money lent 

4002. money lent 

• • charity money 
left in the hands 
of the overseers, 
money lent 



money lent 



to build cottages for the parish 
- - towards building and fur- 
nishing a workhouse. 
. ditto .... 



- - towards building and fur- 
nishing a workhouse. 

- - towards building a work- 
house for the parish. 

- - towards the purchase of 
a poor-house. 

£. 



1,600 - - 

100 - - 
988 10 - 



84 - - 
400 - - 
110 4 4 



8,448 10 



1841. 



1887. 



40 - - 



40 - 



1889. 



1886. 

1886. 
1887. 



claimant, J. Seeker, esq. 
claimant, Robert Brind. 



- claimants. Sir John 
Chapman, George Fumivall, 
and Charles Summers, 
claimant, Ann Burbridge. 



- - holder, as to balance 
400 If Mr. Thos. Osmand. 



holder, Mr. John Oill, 



84. 
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RBTURN OF DEBTS, IJABILITIBS AlfD ENQAQEHBNTS CXAIMED AGAINST THE 



BUCKINGHAM. 



PARISH. 



Brill - . 

Bnckland - 
Chalfont^StPetor 

Cheddington - 



Eton 

Farnham Royal 

Missenden, Great 

Monley - 

Pitchcott . 
Piinoef Rbboroogh 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Qnainton - 

Sannderton 

Sherrington 

owanbonm 
Ditto - 

)itto 



Waddesdon 
Wendoyer 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Wediam - 
Winslow - 
Wycombe, West 



UNION. 



Thame 
Aylesbnry - 
Amersham - 

Leighton Bnzzard 



Eton - 

- ditto 

Amersham 

Winslow 

Aylesbury 
Wycombe 



- ditto 
. ditto 
Buckingham 

Wycombe - 
Newport Pagnell - 

Winslow 

- ditto 

Eton ... 



Aylesbury - 
Wycombe - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Eton - 
Winslow 
Wycombe - 



Amoant of Debt 

claimed againit tbe 

Poor lUtet at 

the time of the paaing 

tike Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

I4th August 1834. 



£. S. d. 

160 13 6 

99 - - 

269 - - 

86 8 - 



480 - - 

220 - - 

400 - - 

76 2 7 



178 - - 
48 12 - 



26 9 10 

61 - - 

100 - - 

400 - - 

200 - - 



417 - - 

60 - - 

2 8- 

- 9 - 

66 - - 

162 8 9 

28 9 - 

161 8 - 

290 - - 

89 9 6 

77 16 - 



4,029 7 1 



Whether ■ecoiedby 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Ratet. 



• - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



Whether 
•eeuedbyNoteorBII 

given bj 
Parish OfficsenwKkn 
on behalf of thePuik, 
not being a legal €%ii|CM 
the Poor Battt. 


by notes 

by bond - • . 



• - bonds given bj tk 
churchwanlens and , 
overseers in 1749. ; 



by deed of 4 April 18)1 



- - by note giren hj 
parish officers, 
oynote - - • 



- - security giTca Wj 
parish officerSyEndotberl 
rate-payers. ' 

- - oy note giren brl 
parish officers. I 
by mortgage 

by mortgage 
by note 



by note 



- - by note giywibytkc 
parish officers. 

- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 



CAMBRIDGE, 



Bassingboume 
Chesterton 
Ditto - 



Royston 
Chesterton 
- ditto 




- - part by a note giwi 
by parish officers, 
by ditto 



Digitized by 



Google 



poor: rates of ANT PARISH AT THE PASSING OF THB ACT 4 & 5 WILL. 4, C. 76. 



BUCKINGHAM. 



CoDBideration 

of 

theDeVt. 



money lent 
. ditto - 
ditto - 

- ditto - 



. ditto - 

- ditto •- 

- ditto - 
. ditto . 

- ditto - 
law expenses 



money lent 

- ditto .. 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



money lent 
law expenses 

money lent 

• ditto - 



Pnrpote for 
which Debt incarred. 



for the purposes of emigration 
to repair parish cottages 
• - towards building a work- 
house in 1824. 
for repairing the parish houses 



to build a workhouse - 

enlarging 




W PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pudont 
of the Prodnee 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

OT Incorporation 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sooroee. 



for the purposes of emigration 

in aid of the poor-rates 

- - incurred in the trial of 
appeals supporting rates ap- 
pealed asamstyana for attend- 
ing to de general business 
ofthe parish. 

- - costs of the appellants 
against the poor-rates. 

- - balance of costs on an- 
other appeal. 

for the purposes of emigration 



for building a workhouse. 

- - to purchase premises to be 
used as a worknouse. 

to purchase cottages - 

- ditto - - - - 
for the funeralsof two paupers 

- - for repairing a pump at 
the worknouse. 

forthe purposes of emigration 



£. s. d. 

160 13 6 

99 - - 

269 - - 

86 8 - 



480 - - 

186 11 9 

100 - - 

76 2 7 



£. s. (L 



88 8 8 
800 - - 

178 - - 



When 
paid. 



1889. 
1888. 
1886. 

1841. 



1887. 
1840. 



If not paid. 

Names of the H^yer and Names 

of ths Parties liable. 



claimant, the Testry clerk. 



100 - - 

417 - - 
20 8 8 



relief to the poor 

for the purposes of emigration 

- - to alter, enlarge and fit up 
the workhouse ofthe parish. 

- • to purchase the premises to 
be converted into a workhouse, 
sundry bills 



£. 



161 8 - 



167 4 2 



2,218 5 8 



100 - 



100 - 



29 16 9 



66 - - 



1888-9. 



1888. 

1840. 
1840. 



1886. 



claimant, Hennr Luff. 

- - claimants, baxter and 

Deverille. 



89 9 6 
77 16 - 



968 9 6 



1889. 
1888. 
1886. 
1887. 



claimant, Mr. Hatten. 

- - claimant, Mr. James 

jBillington. 



CAMBRIDGE. 



law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 

charity money lent 
money lent 

- ditto - 
charity money lent 

84. 



- • incurred in the case of an 
appeal. 

to purchase a workhouse - 

- • to purchase a fire-engine 
for the parish. 

to build a poor-house. 

- - to purcnase the old parish 
workhouse. 

- - towards the purchaseof a 
workhouse in 1791. 
towards building a workhouse. 




100 
60 



B 2 



18 16 8 




1889. 
1840. 



holder, John Brigham, 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



CAMBRIDGE— continued. 



PARISH. 



Melbourne 



Ditto - 

Stetchworth 
Whittlesea 



GardesdoDi little 



UNION. 



Royston 

- ditto 
Newmarket < 



- • Caxton and Ar- 
rington. 



Amount of Debt 

daimed againat the 

Poor Ratea at 

the time of the panaiiig 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Augnat 1834. 



£. s. d. 

170 - - 



81 6 7 

210 - - 
10 - - 



89 11 6 



1,088 10 4 



Whether Mcnred by 

Gilbert'a Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Ratea. 



Whether 
aecnnd by Note or BiU 

given by 

Parish Officers or othera 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge oo 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by notes given by 
the (Murish officers and 
others. 



- - by an entry in the 
vestry book. 



CHESTER. 



Ashton-apon-Mersey - 
Blackenhall 

Boughton, Great 
Bowdon - 

Henbuiy - 
Kingslej - 



Middlewich 



Ditto - 



Nantwich 
Newhall 



Sutton 
Tranmere 



Altrincham • 
Nantwich - 

Great Bonghton 
Altrincham - 

Macclesfield 
Runcorn 

Northwich - 
- ditto 



Nantwich - 
- ditto 



Macclesfield 
Wirral- - 



£. 



59 14 - 

27 8 - 

50 - - 

160 - - 

100 - - 

65 - - 

201 16 1 

200 - - 



450 - - 
400 - -- 



500 - -- 
40 12 9 



2,244 10 10 



- - by an entry in the 
town's book. 



by note 



- - by note given by the 
overseers and the prin- 
cipal rate-payers. 

- - by note given by 
parish officers. 

- - by note given by 
the parbh officers and 
others in select vestry. 



ditto 



- ^^ by mortgage on pa- 
rish propertT. 
--by bond given by 
the inliabitants and 
occupiers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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CAMBRIDGE— continued. 



Cooaideratioii of 
of 
the Debt. 



moDej lent 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 



law expenses 



PnrpoKfor 
whkh Debt incurred. 



- • for the maintenance of 
the poor. 

- - for making a survey of 
the parish. 

to build a poor-house - 

- • compensation for ten 
perches of land, taken by 
ibe overseers in 1827, for 
the purpose of furnishing 
employment to able-bodi^ 
paupers in dicing gravel. 

- - incurred m a case of a 
pauper settlement 

£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. S. d. 



210 - - 



490 - - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratea 

or 
other Sourcea. 



£. S. d. 



10 - - 



28 16 8 



When 
paid. 



1888. 



1885 



If not paid, 

Namea of the Holder and Namea 

of the Pkrtiea liable. 



- - claimant, J. G. Fordham, 
esq. 

claimant, T. Jarman, esq. 
claimant, Joseph Lovel. 



- - claimant, Mr. William 
Day, solicitor, 8t Neot's. 



CHESTER. 



--charity money 

lent 

money lent 



law expenses - 
- ditto - 



- ditto 



ditto - 



- ditto 



ditto 



--charity money 

lent 

money lent 



- ditto 



- - to purchase four cottages 
for the use of paupers. 

- - to relieve a pauper resid- 
ing at distance, from 1884 
to 1887. 

- - incurred in settlement 



to erect a poor-house 



to build two cottages 



--towards building parish 
cottages. 



- - for the purpose of paying 
rate being nn- 



the poor, 
collected. 



- - to^ build a house of in- 
dustry. 

- - to build a workhouse 



ditto 



- - sundry parochial accounts, 
namely, survey of the parish, 
mole - catching, constable's 
charges, out-poor, and as- 
sistant-overseer's salary. 



108 18 6 



98 6 8 



40 12 9 



242 16 11 



1886-6 



1886-6 



1887. 



- - claimants, the rector 
and churchwardens, 
claimant, Mr. D. Massey 



claimant, Mr. J. Parry. 



- - alleged to be liable, J. 
Warburton, W. Warbur- 
ton, J. Hall, J. Hamnett, 
and John Sutton, 
claimant, Mr. John Slater. 



- - claimants, T. Jones 
and £. Hall; alleged to 
be liable, B. Baxter and 
O. Robinson. 

- - claimant, Mr. William 
Holland; aU^ed to be 
liable, Iraac mK>d, vicar, 
William Faram, and John 
Rosson. 

- - claimant, Mr. John 
Rosson ; alleged to be lia- 
ble, Thomas fiulme, John 
Ravenscroft, John Chad- 
wick, William Oleave, 
and George Qteetj. 



- - holder, Richard Sad- 
ler; alle^Bd to be liable, 
the Rev. W. Cotton, Rich- 
ard Lee, John Mereditih, 
QeoT^ Sylvester, John 
Buckley, and oUiers. 
holder, Abraham Slack. 



84. 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND BN6AGEMBNTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



CORNWALL. 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

daimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the piating 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Aet, 

14th August 1834. 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bifi 

giren by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



Allen, 8t- 

Breage 
Cambonie- 
Cleer, 8t - 

Clement, St. 



Crowan - 

Cuiy 
Olurias, St. 



Grade 
Grampound 
Gulyal - 

Ditto - 



Ditto - 
Hekton - 
Creed - 
Just, St - 


- 


. 


- ditto 
Helston 
St Austell • 
Penzance - 


Keverne, St 
Landewednaok 


^ 


^ _ 


Helston 
. ditto 


Lewannick 


- 


- 


Launceston - 


Ludgvan - 


- 


- 


Penzance - 


Madnm •* 


- 


- 


- ditto 


Hary St Magdmkn 


- 


Launceston - 


Mawnan - 
Minver - 


- 


*. 


Falmouth - 
Bodmin 


Mallion - 


- 


- 


Helston 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


• ditto 


lincoliilioni 






Lbkeard - 



Mylor . 

Padstow - 
Penzance - 

Ditto - 



Truro - 

Helston 
Redruth 
Liskeard 

Truro - 



Helston 

- ditto 
Falmouth 



Hebton 
St Austell 
Penzance 

• ditto 



Falmouth - 

St Columb Major 
Penzance - 

- ditto 



80 - - 

ioo - - 

1,900 - - 

180 - - 

884 - - 



100 - - 

80 2 - 
106 - - 



72 



70 - - 



100 - - 



70 - - 



100 - 

660 - 

40 - 

100 - 



47 11 - 
160 - - 

76 - - 



176 

480 

60 



72 
21 

80 



7 6 
1 1 



12 - - 

12 11 2 

860 - - 

160 - - 

822 18 8 

600 - - 



by Gilbert's bonds 
. ditto - 



- - by note and deposit 
of deeds. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates under the 60 
Geo. 8, c. 12. 



- - charged on the poor- 
rates. 



by a charge on the poor-fates 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto - 



by note 
by bond 
by note 

- ditto 



by the deposit of title-deeds 

- - bv note given by the 
parish officers and owers. 

by note - - • 

• ditto . . «. 

- - by note given by the 
churchwardens and over- 
seers. 

- - by note given bjthe 
parish officers. 

- - part by note given 
by tne parish officers. 

- - by note riven by the 
guardians of the poor. 

• • by bond given l^ 
parish officers. 

- - b V note given by 
chm^h wardens and over* 
seers. 

- dittD 



- - by note given by the 
churchwardens and over- 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by legal security • 
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CORNWALL. 



Gonaid«ratioa 

of 

the Debt. 



Pnrpon for 
which Debt incurred. 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratet 

or 
other Sources. 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable; 



«> - money lent in 
1839. 
monej lent 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 



money lent 
- ditto - 



- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



to purchase a poor-house 

to build a workhouse. 

- ditto . . . . 

- - to build three dwelling- 
houses. 

to build a workhouse - 



£. s. d. 



180 - - 



£. s. d. 
30 - - 



100 - - 



1886 



1888. 



- * to purchase poor-house, 
and to repair same, 
to build a poor-house - 
to build a workhouse - 



100 - - 



to build a poor-house - 
- ditto - 



- - to build and furnish a 
poor-^ouse. 

. ditto - . - - 



money lent 
ditto - 
ditto - 



diUo - 
ditto - 

ditto - 



ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 

money lent 
ditto - 

ditto - 



to build a poor-house • 
to repair a workhouse • 
to build a poor-house - 



to purchase almshouses 

- - to purchase a house for the 

poor. 

to build a poor-house - 



to enlarge the poor-house - 

- - to purchase land, and build 
a wondiouse. 

- - for the general relief of 
the poor. 

to build a workhouse - 

- ditto - - . - 



- - to redeem the property of 
a pauper. 

- - money lent to a smuggler 
having a large family, to pre- 
vent ms imprisonment. 

• money lodged 

in the hands of the x)ver8eers, as security for 
the maintenance of a bastard child, 
money lent - to build a workhouse - 



- ditto - 

- - money bor- 
rowed at the time 
ofthe cholera, by 
order of vestry, 
money lent 



84. 



- - to build and repair ahouse 
for the use of the poor. 



to build a workhouse 



176 
480 



B4 



- - holders, Messrs. Tweedy 
k Co., bankers, Truro. 



claimant, Robert Parkyn. 



holder, Thomas Rowe. 
• - claimant, the Cornish 
Naval Bank, Falmouth. 



2-2 - - 



20 - 



1887 



1886 



holder, Josiah Mayne. 



• - holder, Jane Seacombe ; 

alleged to be liable, Thomas 

Gerrans and eleven others. 

-- holder, William Bolitho, 
esq. ; alleeed to be liable, James 
Roberts, Christopher Mathews, M. 
Paul, and John Pearce. 

- - holder, Nicholas Paul ; 

alleged to be liable, David 

Stevens, James Roberto, and 

John Pearce. 



100 - - 

360 - - 

40 - - 

40 



1838. 



1888. 



claimant, the Helston Bank. 



- claimants. Tweedy & Co. 
bankers, Falmouth ; alleged to be liable, the Rev. £. 
Rodd, D.D., Jo. Williams and James James. 



47 11 - 



30 - - 



60 - - 
21 1 1 

14 - - 



12 11 2 

160 - - 

30 - - 

188 18 4 



1837. 



1880. 



1887-8. 
1841 



1889. 



holder, William Jose. 

- - bolder, Mr. Richard Lus- 
key. 



- - holder, the Launceston 
Friendly Society, 
claimant, Mrs. Mitchell. 



holder,Mr. William Thomas. 



holder, Mrs. Grace Thomas. 



- - as to 160^, claimant Mrs. 
Thorn, and as to 60/., Mr. 
T. Downing. 

holder, Phflip Hawkey. 

--claimants, the Western 
District Banking Company, 
Penzance. 

- • holders, the Representa- 
tives of the late Rev. John 
St^hens of Ludgvan. 

{cmttnued.) 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



PARISH. 



Penzance - 
Peranarworthal 

Redruth - 



Ruan Langhorn 
Sancreed - 

Sheviock - 
Stithiano • 



Tregony 
Wendron 



Aikton 

Bootle 

Caldewgate 

Croglin - 

Denton, Nethet 

Gkunblesby 

Glassonby •• 

Hajton - 
Kenwick - 

Staffield - 



Alfreton - 
Aston-npon-Trent 

Bejlestone 



UNION. 



Penzance 
Falmouth 

Redruth 



Penzance - 

8t Oermans 

Redruth 

Truro - 
Helston 



Wigton 

Bootle 

Carlisle 

Penrith 

Brampton 

Penrith 

- ditto 

Brampton 
Penrith 

. ditto 



CORNWALL— conrinu^rf- 



Amount of Debt 

daimed a^mt the 

Poor Rites at 

tbe time of the paniiig 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1634. 



Belper 
Shardlow 



Uttoxeter 



£. s. (L 

200 - - 

200 - - 

400 - - 



196 - - 

890 - - 

60 - - 

418 14 7 

100 - - 

790 - - 



Whether lecmred bj 

Qflbert*s Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by legal security - 

- • by a charge on the 

poor-rates. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates under the 
69 Geo. 8, c. 12. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behsJf of the Parish* 

not being a Legal Charge oi 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 



9,618 6 - 



«• - by a charge on the 

poor-rates. 

- ditto - 



- - by a note mreai by 
the cnurchwaraens and 



overseers. 



- • by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



CUMBERLAND. 



£. 



40 - - 

210 - - 

660 - - 

10 - - 

86 - - 

10 

60 - - 

70 - - 

24 - - 

8 6- 



- - by a terrier, dated in 
1777, and signed by 
the churchwaraens and 
overseers and the rector. 

- - by a note given by 
the churchwardens and 
overseers. 

- - by a note given by 
the parish officers. 

- ditto • - - 
by note - . - 



1,067 6 - 



- • by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto . - - 

- ditto - - . 



ditto 



DERBY. 



260 - - 
140 8 4] 

27 - - 
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CoDsider&tioii 

of 

the Debt 



money lent 
. ditto - 

. ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



CORN W A LL— conriiiMcd. 



Purpose for 
which Debt mcurred. 



to build a workhouse - 

to enlarge the workhouse - 



to build a poor-house 



- - to purchase land and to 
enlarge the workhouse. 



to build a poor-house 

to build a workhouse 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



d. 



208 - - 



296 6 8 



1,289 6 8 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratet 

or 
other Sooroea. 



£. 9. d. 

200 - - 

150 - - 

100 - - 



413 14 7 



225 - - 



2,434 11 2 



When 
paid. 



1841. 



1840 



1841 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Namee 

of the Parties liable. 



holder, Thomas Row. 

- - claimants, the Western 

District Banking Company, 

Truro. 

holder, the Rev. C. Budd. 



- - holder, Richard Perme- 
wan; alleged to be liable, 
J. £. Sandij, John Ste- 
phens, jun., Francis Rich- 
ards and Richard Gkirtrell. 
holder, Mr. B. Williams. 



claimant, Nicholas BalL 
- - claimants, as to 180^^ 
Mrs. S. Wills; as to 80^, 
Mr. James Richards ; as to 
SBLf Mr. R. Woolcock; as 
to 8 Ij Mr. J. Perry. 



CUMBERLAND. 



money lent 


- - for the purposes of the 
parish school. 




















diito - 


to purchase a workhouse - 


- 


210 - - 




• 


- ditto - 


to build a workhouse - 


- 


- 


- 


- - holder. Miss Taylor; 
alleged to be liable, Thomas 
Strong and John Lonsdale. 


- tiitto - 


- -'for the purposes of emi- 
gration 


- 


4 15 - 


- 


holder, William Biggins. 


- ditto - 


- - towards purchasing land 
and building a workhouse. 


85 - - 


• • - 


1839. 




- ditto . 


- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 


- - - 


10 - - 


1841. 




- ditto - 


. ditto ... - 


- 


50 - - 


1837. 




- ditto - 


to hire militia-men 




20 - - 


1838 


holder, Thomas Brown. 


- ditto - 

* 


- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 


- - - 


21 - - 


— — 


- - holders, the stewards of 
the Friendly Society at 
High Haresceugh. 


- ditto - 


- ditto .... 
£• 


- 


8 6- 


1834-5. 






85 - - 


824 1 - 











DERBY. 



money lent 
- ditto - 



to build a workhouse 



- - towards building the work- 
house of the dissolved incor- 
poration of Shardlow, and 
for working plaster-works 



l^^l^ kv *\lA 



140 8 4} 



1846. 



- - holders, Anthony Ma- 
chon and Samuel Maltby« 
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RBTVRN OF DBBT8, LIABILITIES AND EWaAGEMKNTS CLAIMED AGAINSt THE 



BERBY— continued. 



PARISH. 



Clown - - - 
Bretley . - - 

Codnor and Loscoe - 

Chellaston 

Coxhall and Edei^ale 

Dethick Lea 
Eaton, Little - 

Eaton, Long 

Etwall 

Glossop - - - 

Hartington, Nether 
Quarter. 

Hartshome 

Ditto - 

Heanor - - - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 
Horsley Woodhouse - 

Il]^ston . - - 
Litton . . . 



UNION. 



Worksop 
Barton-on-Trent 

Baeford 

Shardlow - 
Tamworth - 

Belper 
Shardlow - 

. ditto 

Burton-on-Trent 

Olossop 



Ashbj-de-Ia-Zonch 

- ditto 

Basford" - 

- ditto 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rate* at 

^ time of the |Ma>ing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



- ditto 
Belper 

Basford 



■ - 



Longford 



Melbonrne 

Qnorndon 
Repton 



StapenhiU - 



Rodsley • 
Sandiacre < 

Ditto 
Sawley 

Sheldon 
Shottle 



Bakewell 



Shardlow - 

Belper 
Barton-on-Trent - 



- ditto 



Shardlow 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Bakewell 
Belper 



£. s. d. 
10 - - 

190 - - 



::} 



100 - -1 
40 



50 - - 

100 - - 

24 10 6 

60 - - 

160 - - 

61 16 - 
1,000 - - 

40 - - 

60 - - 

181 17 6 

325 ~ - 

360 - - 

66 - - 

40 - - 

860 - - 

100 - - 

140 - - 



266 6 10 

60 - - 
25 - - 



160 - - 



16 
100 

60 
100 

86 
186 



Whether Mearedby 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

L^ Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by bonds 



by Gilbert's bond 
- ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secvedl^KoteorKi 

given by 
Pariili OSBcers or i4n 
on behalf of the PnA, 
not being a legal Chuip « 
the Pteir Rata. 



- - by note given by & | 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by Ae 
parish officers. 



- - by note given bj tk j 
parish officers. * 

- - by securities given br . 
the parish officers and i 
others. 



by Gilbert's bond 



- - by a charge on work- 
honse and Ismd. 



by note 



by bond 



by Gilbert's bond^ 



- - by notes given by the 



- - by note given by tk 
overseers. 



by note 



--by note given by 4e 
parish officers. 



Digitized by 



.- by note given by tb« 

na.rifib nilicfirs. 

Google 



POQR RATBS OF ANY PARISH AT THE PASSING OF THE ACT 4 & 5 WILL. 4, C. 76. 



15 



DERBY— continued. 



of 
tlieDabt 



money lent 

- ditto - 

law expenses, 
money lent 

law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
. ditto . 



--charity money 
made use of by 
the parish, 
money lent 

- ditto - 



ditto - 



ditto - 



aw expenses, 
money lent 

- ditto - 



ditto 



- ditto - 



ditto - 



Parpowfw 
which DeU bonnd. 



- - for medical relief to a non- 
resident family. 

- • towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Ash- 
by-de-la-Zoudi. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - towards building the Ros- 
liston workhouse, 
incurred in cases of appeals 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late ineorporatum of ShanOow. 

- ditto - . . . 



- - to build four cottages for 

the poor. 

to build a workhouse • 



- - 20 iL to pay law expenses, 
and 20 /. in aid of the poor- 
rates. 

- - to defray the cost of va- 
luing the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

- - to purchase and alter the 
workhouse. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 



in aid of the poor-rates 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- • in aid of the poor-rates at 
a time of severe distress. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

- ditto - . . . 

- ditto .... 



- ditto - 
—the amount was 

placed in the hands of 
the pariah oflioenbj the patatire Cither of an illegitimate child, 
to meet ezpenaes in eaae of the child becoming charged to 
the pariih, which nerer became chargeable. 

money lent - - • towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Ashbv-de-la-Zouch. 
in aid of the poor-rates. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Shardbw. 

- ditto. 
. ditto - - - . 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

charity money lent 
money lent 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

84. 



a new valuation of the parish 
to purchase cottages - 



--to purchase a house and 
garden for the parish. 
- - towards building a work- 
house. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



S» d. 



181 - 



181 17 6 



216 6 10 
86 18 - 



150 - - 



105 - - 



Paid out of 
dieFbor Ratee 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 
10 - - 

8 10 9 



24 10 6 
50 - - 



61 15 - 
800 - - 



When 
paid. 



1880. 



1889. 
1841. 



1841. 



1888. 



If not paid, 

Nvones of the Holder and Namee 

of the Parties liaUe. 



--as to 100^, holder, Mr. 
C. Clayton; as to 40 1, 
holder, Mr. J. Hogg. 

- - holders, the executors of 
the late (George Barton. 



holders, T. C. Hopkins, 
]., and Heniy Howitt, esq. 



• - claimant^ the bank at 
Ashby. 



beliahle; 



-claimant, the executors 

of die late Mr. Marshall, alleged to 
B ; T. Howitt and the representatives of 
the other persons named in the trust-deed. 

— claimants, John Ray , esq ., 
Joseph Buntings, and the 
executors of the late 
Richard Greensmith. 

- - holder, Mr. Samued Rich- 
ardson, 
--holders, as to 100 L, Mr. 

Mark Attenhorongh ; as to 200 1, 
BIr.Isaae Codcer; as to lOOt, Mr. John 
Thfioti as to 460 1., Mr. Bower's legatees. 

- I --holder, William Newton, 
I aOeged to be liable; Robert HaH, 
John Boden, Elinbedi Baker, Geofge Dieken, Frank Pal6«yman, 
Joseph Bland, James Bajdiaw, and Anthony Gregorr. 

- - holder, Hannan Hawks- 
worth. 



14 2 - 
26 - - 



100 - - 



1841. 

1841. 
1886. 



1839. 



1839-40. 



1839. 



holder, Charles Young. 



claimant, William Gantley. 
holder, George Malin. 



C 2 



claimant, Sir J. Cave. 

(contim 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



DERBY— continued. 



PARISH. 



Taddingtonand Priest- 
cliff. 



Tansley 



Ticknall - 
Twyford - 
West Hallam 



Windley - 
Wirksworth 



UNION. 



Bakewell 



Bakewell 



Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Borton-on-Trent - 
Shardlow - 



Belper 



- ditto 



Amount of Debt 

chimed vgiinit the 

Poor Ratet at 

tiie time of the pawing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Angttst 1834. 



£. s. d. 

68 7 - 



66 - - 



26 - - 

17 7 6 

800 - - 



118 U 



160 - - 



6,143 6 8 1 



Whether Mcnred by 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Ratee. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secored by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parith Officers or other* 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge o 

the Poor Rates. 



- • by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by a mortgage 



DEVON. 



Beaworthy 



Beer Ferris 
Brannton - 



Bridgende, East 

Budeaux, St • 
Bnlkworth 
Chadleigh 
Gkorgeham 



Holberton 

Hemyock 
Lamerton - 

lifton 



Lympston 
Merton - 

Milton Damarell 

Pancrasweek - 
Petrockstow 



Plymtree - 
Roboroogh 



Sidbury - 
Sidmoath - 



Oakhampton 



Tavistock 
Barnstaple 



Holsworthy 

Plympton, St Mary 
Bideford 
Newton Abbot 
Barnstaple - 



Plympton, St Mary 

Wellington - ' 
Tavistock - 

- ditto 



St Thomas • 
Torrington • 

Holsworthy 

- ditto 
Torrington - 



Honiton 
Torrington 



Honiton 
- ditto 



16 - - 



100 - - 
--60 1, principal, 
and 91. I2s. in- 
terest 

6 - - 

100 - - 

18 - - 

600 - - 

186 - - 



400 - - 

9 18 - 

28 6 - 

276 - - 



200 - - 

120 - - 

11 - - 

100 - - 

17 - - 



20 - 
210 - 



92 16 
400 - 



by note 



by Gilbert's bonds 



--by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



--by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



by note 

by bond 
by note 



by entries in parish books 



- - by a note given by 

the parish officers. 

• ditto - . . 



by mortgage 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



m 



- by memorandum made 
the Petrockstow 
Friendly Society's book, and signed by 
ihe parish officers. 

by entry in Vestry books 
- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 




by bond 
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DERBY -^continued. 



Coniideration 

of 

the Debt. 



- • law and medi- 
cal expenses. 

. ditto - 



ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 



ditto - 
ditto - 



Purpow for 
wHkh Debt incurred. 



- - to discharge law expenses 
incurred in an action ot eject- 
ment. 

to discharge law expenses, 
for sundry parochial purposes 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

- • to purchase a cottage and 
warden to prevent a party 
becoming a pauper. 

to purchase a poor-house - 

£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN, 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochiftl 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. S. d. 



160 - - 



970 1 7 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratet 

or 
other Souroea. 



£. B. d. 



17 7 6 



1,262 3 li 



When 
paid. 



1834-6, 



1841. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liaUe. 



- - claimant, Messrs. A. & W. 
Britlebank, solicitors ; and 
Mr. Thomas Ponton, sur- 
geon. 

--holder, Ann Eaton; al- 
leged to he liable, Job 
Spencer and Charles Baker. 



holder, John Hollingworth'. 



holder, Samuel Smiles. 



DEVON. 



- - charity money 
made use of by 
the parish officers, 
money lent 

- - charitable be- 
quests of Pollard 
and Incledon, made use of by the 
parish officers in 1737, 



in aid of the poor-rates. 



in aid of the poor-rates 
to build a poor-house^ 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - . - 
- - money lent, 
and charity money 
made use of by 
the parish, 
money lent 

surgical attendance 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto . 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



charity money lent 
money lent 



law expenses 
money lent 



--advanced to a poor man 
to establish him in life, 
to build a poor-house - 

- ditto - - . - 

- ditto - - 

- - partly for building a poor- 
house, and partly for paro- 
chial purposes not known. 

to build a workhouse - 



- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

- - to pay off a debt originally 
incurred in the purchase of 
the lease of the workhouse, 
to build a poor-house - 

to enlarge the poor-house - 

- - to purchase a house for the 
residence of paupers. 

for purposes of emigration - 

- - toward^ building premises 
for the parish. 



in aid of the poor-rates, 
to build a workhouse 



to build a poor-house - 



100 - - 

600 - - 
128 - - 



216 - - 



276 - - 



186 - - 
76 Id 9 



17 



6 - - 



10 - - 



9 18 - 
28 6 - 



66 - - 
48 6 3 



100 - - 



1838. 

1830. 

1839. 
1841. 

1840 

1841. 
1838. 

1839. 



1837-9-40. 
1839. 



- - holder, John Toll, esa. ; 
alleged to be liable, Jonn 
Baylev, esq., and Mr. Tho- 
mas Fearse. 



holder, William Newcomb. 



claimant, William Kingston. 



1837. 
1889. 



the labourers of the parish ; 



holder, John JoUon. 



to 60/., 



Mary Isaac ; 



- - claimants, as to 30/. and 

20/., charitable bequests to 

as to 60 /., Mary Simons ; as 



92 
200 



16 - 



as to 60/., N. Page and G. Pag& 



1836. 
1836 



84. 



--holder, Thomas Jones; 

alleged to be liable, Wil- 
liam Jenkins, vicar ; John Farrant and J. Webber, church- 
wardens; James Lee, Thomas Pike and Anthony Hook, 
overseers ; and J. Corslake, H. Stocker, W. G. Harris, and 
William Taylor. 

c 3 {continued.) 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND BNQA6BMBNTS CLAIMED AGAINST TILE 



BEVO^— continued. 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

cUimed agaiiut the 

Poor lUtetat 

the time of the pMtisg 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



Whether aeciu«d by 

GUbert*t Bond or other 

Legal Chaige 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legsl Chaige oo 

the Poor Kates. 



Stokeintinhead - 
Stordley - 
West Teignmonth 
Uplowmau 

WearGifford - 
Woolfardisworthy 



Newton Abbot 
Tiverton 
Newton Abbot 
Tiverton 

Torrington - 
Bideford 



£. s. d. 

80 - - 

180 - - 

900 - " 

20 - - 

20 8 2 

60 - - 

40 - - 



- - by charges on the 
poor-rates. 



-- by a memorandum 
in the parish books. 
- - by a note given by 
the parish rate-payers. 



} 



by two notes 



4,277 19 2 



DORSET. 



Blandford Forum 
Bradford Peverell 

Broad Winson - 
Chideock - 
Compton Abbas 
Hampreston 
Hilton . 



Kinffton Magna 

St. Martin, Wareham 



West Carley - 

Chardstock 
Powerstock 
Shaston St James 
Sherborne 
Swanage - 



Weymouth 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 
Wimbome Minster 



Wool 



Blandford - 
Dorchester - 

Beaminster - 

Bridport 

Shaftesbury 

- - Wimbome and 
Cranbome. 
Blandford - 



Wincanton - 

- - Wareham and 
Purbeck. 

- - Wimbome and 
Cranborae. 

Axminster - 

Beaminster - 

Shaftesbury - 

Sherborne - 

- - Wareham and 
Purbeck. 

Weymouth - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- - Wimbome and 
Cranborae. 

- - Wareham and 
Purbeck. 

£. 



900 - - 

20 18 10^ 

160 - - 

86 - - 

60 - - 

1,200 - - 

480 - - 



160 - - 
110 10 - 



60 - - 

168 16 4 

160 - - 

400 - - 

444 1 - 



100 - - 

7 18 8} 

60 - - 

60 - - 

10 - - 

680 - - 



400 - - 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



6,471 19 U 



- - charged on a house 
built for the acconmio- 
dation of the poor. 

by note ... 

- ditto 

by a mor^ge - 



by a mortgage 

- - by an entry in the 

parish books. 

by a note - - - 



by a note - - - 
by a mortgage - 

- - by a note given by the 

churchvrardens and orerseers.' 

- - by bonds given by 
the churchwaraens and 
overseers. 



by bonds 
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DEW Oii— continued. 



Coosldcratioii 

of 

the Debt 



money lent 

. ditto - 

. ditto - 

--charity money 
made use of by 
the parish officers, 
money lent 

- ditto - 



Pnrpowfor 
which DdiC incurred. 



to build a poor-house - 

- ditto ... - 

- ditto - - - . - 
in aid of the poor-rates. 

- - to renew the lease of the 
old poor-house. 

to build a poor-house - 



£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Phidont 
of the Prodnce 

of the 

SaleofPuochial 

or Incorponitioii 

Pn^erty. 



Paid out of^ 
the Poor lUtet 

or 
other Souroet. 



120 - " 



20 8 2 



1)688 2 11 



£. s. d. 

70 - - 

60 - - 

760 - - 



1,484 6 8 



When 
paid. 



1887-8-9. 

1838-9- 
40-41. 



1889. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



claimanti John May. 



- - claimant, representatiyc 
of the Rev. D. Turton. 



- - holders, the trustees of 
the Friendly Society held in 
the parbh ; lessors liable. 



DORSET. 



money lent 



to build a workhouse 



- - money lent - ditto - - - - 

about 50 years ago. 

money lent - - - to repair the parish poor- 
house, 
ditto " - - - to purchaser cottage and 
fjrarden for the use of paupers, 
to build a workhouse • 



- ditto 

- ditto 



ditto - 
- building cot- 
ta^ for the pa- 
ri^ in 1821. 
money lent 



- ditto - 
• ditto - 

- ditto - 
.. ditto - 

- ditto - 

taw expenses 
meat 

medicine - 
money lent 

- ditto - 



to build parish.hoases 



to build four poor-houses - 



to build houses 



300 - - 



129 17 
110 10 



- - to defray law expenses 
upon appeal against poor-rates, 
to purcnase a poor-house 



- - to build eight houses for the 
accommodation of paupers. 

- - to defray the cost of a sur- 
vey and valuation of the parish in 1838. 

to purchase a workhouse. 



to build a workhouse 



ditto 



640 7 



700 - " 



86 - - 



900 
200 



20 3 - 



163 16 4 



100 - - 



100 - - 



2,218 19 4 



1836-7- 
8-9-41. 



1838. 



1837. 



- - claimants, Ann Motley 
and John Harrison. 



claimanti Daniel Marks. 



• - claimant, Sir R. Glynn, 
hart. 



- - holder, Charles Hall ; 
alleged to be liable, Henry 
Boucher, vicar j William 
Scott, Laurence Shepperd, 
churchwardens ; George 

Rolls, Richard Hall, overseers ; 

and five proprietors of lands. 
1839. 



1839. 



1836. 



1837 



1840 



- - holders. Fryer, Andrews 
& Co. ; alleged to be liable, 
Wm. Brown and T. Napier. 



- - holder, Mr. Richard 

Shepperd. 

-- clamianti'George Thomas, 



- - holders, Messrs. Pretor 
& Chandler, bankers, Sher- 
borne. 



claimant, John Heming. 

„ Widow Hares. 

„ Alfred Ellis. 
- - holders, as to 380 2., John 
Hatchard; as to 260/., Mrs* 
Ashbarrow. 
holder, James Seymor. 



C4 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



DURHAM. 



PARISH. 



Bishop Auckland 
Haughton-Ie-Sheme 



Langley Dale - 



Staindrop - 

Stanhope - 
Tweedmouth 

Ditto - 



Whessoe 



UNION. 



Auckland 
Darlington 

Teesdale 



- ditto 

Weardale - 
Berwick-on-Tweed 

- ditto 



Darlington - 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against tbe 

Poor Rates at 

the time of tbe paasing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



£. S, d. 
356 5 - 
180 - - 



60 - - 



375 - - 

146 - - 

120 - - 

100 - - 



60 - - 



£. 1,386 6 



ESSEX. 



Abbots Roothing 


Ongar - - -. 


250 - 


- 


Barking - . . 
Belchamp Otten 
Belchamp St Paul 


Romford 
Sudbury 
. ditto 


967 15 

90 - 

106 - 


: 


Bobbingworth - 


Ongar - - - 


365 9 


9 


Chingford 


Epping 


40 11 


8 


Cranham - - - 
Debden - 
Dedham . . - 


Romford 

Saffron Walden - 

Lexden & Winstree 


270 - 

40 - 

200 - 


"~ 


Donjland, East 
Dunmow, Great 


. ditto 
Dunmow 


85 - 
1,000 - 


- 


Epping - 


Epping 


150 - 


- 


Fryeming 


Chelmsford - 


100 - 


- 


Greenstead 


Ongar 


75 - 


- 


Hallingbury, Great - 


Bishop Stortford - 


100 - 


- 


Ham, East 
Ingatestone 


WtttHam . 
Chelmsford - 


358 17 
350 - 


10 


Laver, Little 


Ongar - - - 


234 12 


- 


Leigh - , . 


Rochford - 


50 - 


" 



by Gilbert's bond 
by a bond - 

by Gilbert's bonds 



by legal charge 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by notes 
by mortgage 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 



ditto 



- - by a note, given by 
the overseers. 



- - by a note given by 
the parish officers. 



by a note - - 

- - by a note given bj 

the overseers and others^ 



by bonds of 50 /. each 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by note . - - 

- - by a note given by 
the parish officers. 

- ditto 

- ditto - - - 



- - by a conditional sur- 
render by way of mortgage 
of the parish workhouse. 

- - by a surrender of 
copyhold premises. 



- - by bond, dated 11 

October 1802. 

by bond . - - 



by bond 
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DURHAM. 



Conaidenition 

of 

the Debt. 



Purpose for 
whicb Debt incurred. 



IF PAID. HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Puochial 
or Incorporation 

Property. 



money lent - to purchase a workhouse 

- charity mo- to build houses, 
ney, 40 Z. belong- 
ing to the poor, and 1 40 Z. belonging to a school, 
money lent - to build a work 



- ditto - 

law expenses 
money lent 

. ditto - 



- ditto 



tiouse • 



to purchase a poor-house 



relating to appeals 
• - to alter and repair the 
poor-house - . - 

- - for defraying extra ex- 
penses incurred during the 
prevalence of the cholera - 



to purchase cottages 



£. s. d, 
850 5 - 



806 - - 



661 6 - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rata 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 



When 
paid. 



1839. 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable 



- - holders, as to 40 Z., Mr. 
Jonathan Brown; as to 

20 L, Margaret Wharton ; alleged to be liable, 
Leonard Raw, John Tinkler and John Wharton. 

- - claimant, the Loyalty 
Benefit Society. 



146 - - 



126 - - 



270 - - 



1887. 



- - claimants, Mrs. A. Bell 
and Mr. John Duncan; 
alleged to be liable, Messrs. 
Oeorgd Smith, George 
Skilly and Alexan^r 
Alexander. 

- - holders, James Bradley 
and William Taylor ; al- 
leged to be liable, William 
Sheraton, William Bain« 
bridge and Thomas Gum- 
ming. 



ESSEX. 



money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



law expenses 

money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- * ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto . 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Sanford Rivers. 

to erect the workhouse 

for purposes of emigration - 

- ditto . - - . 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Sanford Rivers. 

- - respecting an appeal tried 
in 1820. 

to build a workhouse - 

for the purposes of emigration 

- - to repair and alter the 
workhouse. 

to alter and enlarge the workhouse 

- - in relief to the poor when 
a new valuation of the parish 
was being made. 

- - to purchase the parish 
workhouse. 



- - to purchase three copy- 
hold tenements to be con- 
verted into a workhouse. 

- - towards building the 
workhouse of the Sanford 
Rivers incorporation. 

to alter parisn-houses - 



to build a workhouse - 

- - to purchase a poor-house 

in 1819. 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Sanford Rivers, 
to enlarge the poor-house - 



204 2 8 



957 15 - 



803 17 - 

208 2 1 

192 17 1 

77 16 - 

160 - - 



47 7 8i 



100 - - 



198 9 82 



46 17 4 



90 - - 



61 12 9 



61 17 11 

40 - - 

7 2 11 



1,000 - - 



27 12 3| 



368 17 10 



36 2 3| 



1837-40. 



1886. 
1838. 



1837. 



1837-40 

1839. 
1835. 



1840. 



1840. 



- - holder, the executor of 
the late James Finch. 



claimant, John Dawsop. 



1836-7-8-9. 

- - holders, as to four bonds 
C.T. HoIcombe,csq.; as to 
two bonds, a Benefit Society; 
as to one bond, Mrs. Arms. 



1837-8. 



- - claimant, the steward of 
a Friendly Society. 

(continued.) 

Digitized by vnOOQlC 



22 



RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



E^EX-^coniinued. 



PARISH. 



UNION, 



lindsell - 
Margretting 

Middleson 
Mount Bures 



Danmow 
Chelmsford - 

Sudbury 



- - Lexden und 
Winstree, 



Stondon Massey - : Ongar ■ 

Stapleford Abbot 
Stapleford Tawney 
Waitham, Great 



Wakering, Great 
Widdington 

Wopiningford - 



. ditto - 
- ditto 
Chelmsford - 

Rochford 

Saffiron Walden - 

Lexden & Winstree 

£. 



Amoant of Debt 

daimed against tbe 

Poor Rates at 

ihe time of the paMing 

the Poor Lew 

Am^ment Aet^ 

MthAngntt 1994. 



40 - - 



860 



203 8 8 



22 13 3 

10 5 4 

61 7 11} 

449 7 - 

238 16 6 

600 - - 

280 - - 

60 - - 

160 - - 



7,768 8 11} 



Whether lecared bjr 

Gnbert*s Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Pbor Rates. 



>by Gilbert's bonds 



- ditto . 

- ditto . 

- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 

- ditto - 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured bjrNoM or BOI 

given bjr 

Parish Officera or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Chatfeon 

the Poor RaUM. 



- • by a memorandum in 
parish book and the 
deposit of deeds. 

- - by bond given by the 
parish officers and others. 



by a mortgage 



by a note 



GLOUCESTER. 



Alkington 

Almondsbury 
Bitton 

Blaisdon • 

Briavell, Saint 

BuUey - 

Charlton Kings 
Chedworth 

Cheltenham 
Ditto - 



Eastington 
Bt. George 



Ham and Stone 
Iron Actdn 

Kempley - 
Kempsford 

Kingstanley * 



Thombury - 

Thombury - 
Keynsham - 

Westbury on Severn ' 

Chepstow - - 

Westbury on Severn 

Cheltenham - 
Northleach - 

Cheltenham - 
- ditto - 



Wheatenhurst 
Clifton 



Thornbury - 
Chipping Sodbury 
Newent 
Cirencester - 
Stroud 



78 8 8 

550 - - 

44 - - 

260 - - 

116 - - 

09 17 - 

1,000 - - 

67 8 8 

400 - - 



- - an annuity of 
6^ 4 s. a year, 
payable during 
the life of Sarah White. 
87 - - 
174 6 6 



[ by a resolution of vestry 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- - by notes eiven by the 
churohwan^nsy over- 
seers, and others. 

- - by a note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 

by bond - . - 

- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by an agreement un- 
der the hands of the 
guardian and overseer. 

by bond - - - 
by note ... 



I 



600 - - 

400 - - 

62 - - 

30 - « 

00 Id 3 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by a note given by 
the rate-payers. 

- - by a note given by 
the overseers. 

by note ... 
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ESSEX — continued. 



tiMDebC 



Purpose for 
which Debt iiioarred. 



IF PAID, HOW, A^a> WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

8«]e of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Podr Rates 

or 
other purees. 



When 
paid. 



If not paid, 
Namei of the Holder and Nai 
of the Parties liable. 



monej lent 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



to purchase a cottage 



to build a poor-house 



£. s. d. 



£. s, d. 



260 - - 



- - to relieve the poor and to 
discharge certain legal de- 
mands. 

- - towards purchasing a 
poor-house. 

- - towards the workhouse of j 
J the late incorporation ofr 
LStanford Rivers. J 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto .... 
to build a workhouse - 

- ditto - . - . 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

to enlarge the poor-house • 



- - claimants, the executors 
of the late William Josling. 

- - holder, the executoc. of 
the, late Mr Richard Lang- 
ley; alleged to be liabfet 
the executor of the Rev. F. 
Bond Yachell and others, 
claimant, William HnrreH. 



22 Id 9 

61 7 Hi 

867 12 - 
208 16 6 

260 12 6 

150 - - 



10 6 4 

81 16 - 

30 - - 

800 - - 

29 7 6 

60 - - 



1841. 
1887. 

1887. 

1838. 
1840 

1888. 
1839. 



holder, Mr Livermore. 



8,491 9 - 



2,480 11 1} 






GLOUCESTER. 



law expenses 



money lent 



- - incurred in the case of an 
appeal against the poor-rate. 



- - to build a workhouse on 860 - -- 
land not belonging to the parish. 
- - medical atten- 
dance and medi- 
cine for a lunatic pauper, 
money lent - to build a workhouse 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

• ditto - 



money lent 
- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expenses 
money lent 
law expenses 

84. 



to enlarge the workhouse 



- • to build four cottages for 
the parish. 

to build a workhouse - 
• - for the purposes of emi- 
gration, 
to purchase a workhouse - 



- - giving up possession of a 

house built bv Mrs. White's 

late husband, on parish 

eround. 

n>r parochial valuation 

for parochial purposes 



to build a workhouse, 
to build a workhouse - 
for defending a lavr-suit. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

- - relating to appeab and 
cases in bastardy. 



99 17 - 



87 - - 



200 
20 



- 1884 to 

1888. 
1840 



67 8 8 



100 - - 



89 - 



1889. 



1888. 



1889. 



1888. 



1889. 



- - claimant, Mr. Edwaid 
Bloxsome, jun., solicitor, 
Dursley. 



claimant, Dr. Fox. 



- - holders, Mrs. Mary Morris 
and Mr Samuel Bullock. 

holder, Henry Peel, esq. 



holder, Captain Stevenson. 



- - holders, as to 200^ Miss 
S. M. Momm ; as to 200/., 
Thomas Wlitts, esq. 
claimant, Sarah White. 



- - holder, John Brown, tbii 
representative of Mr. Bat- 
ten; alleged to be liable, 
Francis Haynies. 



D 2 



- -claimant^Ge^rgeWalh^n, 
esq. ^d Williiun Fryw. 
{continued.) 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAQpMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



GLOUCESTER— continued. 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed againft the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

I4th August 1834. 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert*8 Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whedttr 
secnred by Note or BiD 
given by 
Parish Officers or ot^ 
on behalf of the Ptt^ 
not betng a legal Cbarse OS I 
the Poor Rates. { 



Leonard Stanley 

Ditto - 
Dean, Little 
Minety 

Ditto - 
Newent - 

Ditto . 

Newland - 

Olvestone - 

Prestbury - 

Randwick 

Shenington 

Tewkesbary - - 

Thornbury 

Titberington 

Wickwar - 
Winterbourne - 



Stroud 



ditto 



- - Westbury-on- 
Severn. 
Malmsbury - 



- ditto 
Newent 

. ditto 

Monmouth - 

Thornbury - 

Cheltenham - 

Stroud 

Banbury 

Tewkesbury 
Thornbury - 
. ditto 

Chipping Sodbury 
Clifton 

£. 

Annuity - £. 



£. s. d. 
64 10 2 



162 16 - 

100 - - 

66 18 - 

140 - - 

150 - - 

100 - - 

200 - - 

446 7 - 

890 - - 

200 - - 

40 - - 



2,200 
120 
200 



by note - - - ' 

- - by a mortgage on tk 
parish workhouse 



by Gibert's bonds 



by bond 



600 - - 
1,600 - - 



11,219 13 10 



6 4- 



- - by bonds given under 
the 69 Geo. 3, c. 12. 



- - by Gilbert*s bonds, 
given in 1810. 



- - by a note given bj I 
the minbter, charcb* I 
wardens and overseers. { 



- - by a bond pven by 
seven of the parishioners. 

bvnote 



- - by a mortgage on the 
parish workhouse. 

by a mortgage - - < 
I 

- - by a note given by , 
four of the rate-pajers. 



- - by a bond given by s6 
veral oftheparisbioners 



HEREFORD. 



Much Birch 



Burghill • 

Combe 

Cowame, Little 
Cradley - 



Devereux, St - 



Hereford 



. ditto . 

Presteigne 
Bromyard 
- ditto 



Dore 



100 - - 



86 


2 


6 


20 


«. 


_ 


8 


- 


- 


104 


— 


— 


26 


10 


_ 



- - by a note given bj the 
parish officers and other 
inhabitants. 
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G^.OUCESTER— con<jB«erf. 



Cootideration 

of 

the Debt 



law expenses 



- - charity money 
lent. 

money lent 

- - charity money 
applied by the 
parish officers, 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - a survey and 
valuation of the 
parish. 

money lent 

. ditto - 



. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- diUo . 

- ditto - 



Purpoeefor 
wliich Debt incurred. 



- - relating to appeal against 
a poor-rate, commenced in 
February 1833, by Mr. John 
Marsh. 

- - towards building a poor- 
house. 

to purchase the workhouse - 

- - to purchase a poor-house 
for the parish. 



to purchase four cottages - 
to purchase a workhouse - 



ditto 



to build a poor-house - 



to build a workhouse - 



ditto 



• - to purchase a house for 
the parish. 



to build a workhouse 



to build a workhouse 2 



ditto 



ditto 



£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the produce 

of the 

Stle of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



162 15 - 



310 17 - 



146 2 6 



2,200 - 



478 19 - 



3,841 10 6 



Paid out of 
the Poor Uatet 

or 
other Sources. 



d. 



71 - 



121 6 - 



130 



100 - - 



When 
paid. 



1840. 



1837. 



1836--8, 
1840. 

1837-8, 

1840. 

1840 



1838. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - claimant, Mr. Charles 
Lawrence, of Cirencester. 



claimant, Ann Young. 



- - holders, the vicar and 
churchwardens. 

- - holder, Richard Jones 
of Leiffh. 



- - holders, Thomas Hughes, 
the Rev. J. Edwards and 
Miss Durham. 

- - holders, Daniel Davies, 
of Cain's Cross, and Thomas 
Carter, of Brockthrop. 

- - holder, Mr. Mesriton ; 
alleged to be liable, Messrs. 
Deeley & Hewens, and the 
Rev. R. E. Hughes. 



66 13 



claimants, the trustees of 

thelate Jane Russell's charity. 

I - - holder, Mr. Peter Fisher ; 

alleged to be liable, Thomas Hardwick, 

esq., and Messrs. William Pullen, 

Edward Comick & William Helmes. 

4 1840-1. 



21 1 - 



936 9 - 



1839 



- - holders, as to 400/., 
Mr. J. Smith ; as to 200/., 
Mrs. Vaughan ; as to 100 /., 
Mr. Tanner; as to 200/., 
Mr, Lawrence ; as to 100 /., 
Mr. Parker; as to 100/., 
Mr. Rodliiie. 



HEREFORD. 



money lent 



- ditto - 

law expenses, 
goods 

--rent of a work- 
house hired by 
the parish. 

- - board and at- 
tendance on a lu- 
natic pauper, 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto - 
84. 



• - to build four cottages for 
the use of the poor. 

- - to defray the cost of mak- 
ing a survey of the parish. 



to build two cottages 

to build cottages 

- - to build and repair parish 

tenements. 

to build the poor-house 



26 10 



200 - 
•44 8 



36 2 6 



5 IC 8 



16 1^ 

30 - 

303 6 



1835. 



1834-5. 

1840. 



holder, Kedgwin Hos- 



kins. 



claimant, Mr. Mantle. 

• - claimants, the feofiees of. 

the poor's land. 



I>.3 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, UABtLITlBS AND fiNdAOEMEKTS CLAIMED AGAIN'ST THE 



H EREFORD—eotitimied. 



PARISH.' 


UNION. 


Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Pcor Rates at 

the time of the pasnng 

the Poor Law 

I4th August 1884. 


Whether secured by 

GUbert*8 Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 


Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or othcn 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being alegal Chat^gv oo 

the Poor Rates. 


j 


Leintwardine - 

Pltto - 
Leominster 
Thornbury 

Ullingswick 
Upton Bishop - 


L udlow 
- ditto 
Leominster - 
Bromyard - 

Bromyard - 
Ross - 

£. 


£. s. d. 
100 - - 

19 1 - 

450 - - 

9 - - 

5 - - 

208 - - 




- -by anote?iven by tlie 
overseers and others, 
none - . . . 

- - bond given by the 
parish officers. 










. « » • 


by note ... 






],678 4 5 










^^ 



HERTFORD. 



All Saints 
Bamety East - 

Brnkenden . - 
Cbeshnht - 

Heme! Hempstead 

Icleford - 

Mimms, "North - 
Offley 

Bedboum • 

Sahdridge 
Tewin 
Welwyn, - 



./ 



Hertford 



Barnet 



Hereford 



Edmonton 



Hemel Hempstead 

Hitchin 

Hatfield 
Hitchin 

St. Alban's - 

- ditto - 
Hertford 
Welwyn n 

£. 

Ann ai ties • £. 



1,200 



- - life annuities 
of 80/. and 56/1 
a year. 

700 - - 
500 - - 



700 - - 



202 6 10 

250 - - 

200 - - 

600 - - 

227 - - 

269 8 4 

155 - - 

1,250 - - 



- - by a bond given by the 
churchwardens and over- 
seers, and also by a mort- 
gage on the workhouse. 



6,153 10 2 



136 - - 



- - by seven bonds given 
by die parish officers and 
by a cnarge on the poor- 
rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by bond 



by mortgage and bond -. 
by bond 



- - by bill of exchange 
given by the overseers. 

- - by a note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by a note given by the 
parish officers and others, 
by note - - - 

- ditto 

- ditto 



HUNTINGDON. 



All Saints, Huntingdon 
Alwastqn - . - 

Barbam - 

Ditto 
Benedict, St, Hunting* 
don. 
Bluntisham-cum-Erith 

Offi>rd Darcey - 



Huntingdon 
Peterborough 

Huntingdon 

- ditto 

- ditto 

St. Ives 

St. Neots - 



125 - - 

90 - - 

27 1 - 

4o0 - - 

108 8 - 

50 - - 

100 - - 



945 4 - 



as to 100/., by a note 
by mortgage 



by bond and note 
by note 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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HEREFORD— co«//ni£«rf. 





Coondermtioo 
of 


PurpoMfer 
mhkh Debt iBOirrvd. 


IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 






. PudOQt 

ofthtProditot 

aftlie 

SideofPuocbial 

or Inoorporstioa 

Property. 


Paid out of 
tbePoorlUtat 

or 
other Sovrcet. 


When 
pain. 


IfBotpeidt 

Nunce of the Holderind Namet 

ofthePertieelieUe. 




money lent 

;--attorne/sbill 
of costs, 
money lent 

- - a medical ac- 
count and law 
expenses. 
law expenses - 

money lent 


to repair parish cottages, 
to repair conyeyances, &c. - 
to purchase the workhouse - 


460 - - 


£. 9. d. 

- - 
6 - - 


1888. 

1841. 
1840. 


- - Messrs. Anderson k 
Downes. 




- - respecting the removal of 

a pauper. 

towards building a workhouse 

£. 


208 - - 






028 18 6 


406 r 7 













- HERTFORD. 



money lent 



IfiOOl 



money, lent 
- ditto • 

. ditto - 



ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 



to build a workhouse 



- ditto 



ditto 
ditto 



ditto 



- - to alter and repair the pa- 
rish workhouse, 
to build a workhouse - 



1,200 - - 



700 - - 



202 6 10 



in aid of the poor-rates 
to build a workhouse • 

- - to alter and fit up the poor« 

house. 

to improve the workhouse - 

to repair workhouse - 

to build a workhouse - 



£. 



600 - - 

227 — — 

269 3 4 

156 - - 



3,263 10 2 



200 
360 



200 - - 



200 - - 



960 - - 



1837. 



1837. 



1838. 



1888. 

1839. 

1839. 
1840. 



- - John Chilton and Maria 
Marr. 



bolder, Miss Spence. 
- - holder, Oeoree Grooid 
Morgan, esq.; alleged to 
be liable, Henry FordfaalOt 
and ten others. 



- - holder, William Wilthij^ 
Esq.; alleged to be liable^ 
Thomas C^kayne, and&nr 
others. 



- - holders, as to 3001., Jo. 
Batten, esq. ; as to 360Zt 
The Chequer Club. 



HUNTINGDON. 





money lent 
charity money lent 


towards a joint workhouse - 
to build houses - 


100 16 - 


24 4 - 


lt$39. 


- - claimants, the rector and 
parish officers. 


' 


lew expenses - 

money lent 
. ditto - 


- - respecting the settlement 
of a pauper. 

to build a poor-house - 
towards a joint workhouse - 


441 - - 
103 3 - 


- 


1839. 
1839. 


, . . 


i 
charity money - 

money lent 


- - placed in the hands of the 
overseers for charitable purpos 
for the purposes of emigration 

£. 


60 - - 

es. 


100 - - 


1838. 




1 
' 1 


694 19 - 


124 4 - 

















^4. 



P4 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



KENT. 



PARISH. 



Adisham - - - 
Ash (next Sandwich) - 

Aylesford - - - 

Barham - - - 



Benendon - - - 
Bearsted - - - 

Bettersden 
Bcckenham 

Bexley - - - 
Bonghton Monchelsea 

Bromley - - - 
Burmarsh - - - 
Canterbury 
Ditto - 
Challock - - - 



Ditto - 
Charing - 

Chatham - 



Cheriton - 

Chilham - 

Chislet - 

Ditto ' 

Cobham - 
Deal 



Poddipgton 



UNION. 



Bridge 
Eastry- 

Malling 

Bridge 

Cranbrook - 
Maidstone - 

West Ashford 
Bromley 

Dartford 
Maidstone. - 

Bromley 
Romney Marsh 



East Ashford 

- ditto 
West Ashford 

Medway 



Elham 

East Ashford 
Blean - 

- ditto - 

North Aylesford 
Eastry- 



Favcrsham 



Amount of Debt 

claimed againat the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the pasaing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. S. d. 
260 - - 

797 18 8 

- - an annuity 
of 126/. a year. 
460 - - 



660 - - 



150 - - 



104 13 4 

12 19 1 Jl 
8 10 11 j 



108 6 8 

200 - - 

7 12 - 

66 17 6 

268 16 3 

241 6 - 

200 - - 

168 7 - 

236 - - 

1,600 - - 



260 - " 



190 14 11 



- - an annuity of 
67/. lOtf.granted 
in 1833 for the 
term of 16 years. 

- - an annuity - ditto 
of 20/. granted 
in 1 834 for the term of 1 6 years. 

300 - " 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by a bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- - charged on the poor- 
rates. 



1,760 " - 



480 - - 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note 
by notes 



- - by a note and bond 
given by the parish 
officers. 

- - by noten given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 

- - by mortgage of in- 
terest in the workhouse 
at Coxheath. 



- - by notes given by 
the parish officers in 
1827-30. 



by deposit of title-deeds. 

- - by bond given in 
1790 by persons long 
since dead. 



- - by note given by 
the parish officers. 



by bond - - - 

by note - - . 
- - by bond given by 
the parish officers. 



by mortgage 



by bond and note 
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KENT. 



Conuderation 

of 

the Debt 



money lent 
- ditto - 

--1,400 /.money 

lent. 

money lent 



- - charity money 
lent 

money lent 



- ditto 



PurpoM for 
wbidi Debt inearred. 



to purchase a poor-house - 
- - to repair, alter and fit up 
workhouse and factory, 
to build a poor-house - 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late Ellam incorpo- 
ration, and to rebuild parish 
cottatres. 

- - to alter the workhouse, 
and to carry on the parish 
farm. 

- - towards the workhouse 
at C6zheath. 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



- - constables' 
charges for con- 
veying county 
rates, voters and jury lists to Maidstone, refreshments 
and assistance to prisoners, straw for watch-house. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale ol' Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. *. d. 
250 - - 
797 8 8 



441 " - 



104 13 4 



- - charity money 

lent. 

money lent 



- - high consta- 
ble's charges, 
money lent 



applied in enlarging the 
poor-noiise. 

- - towards the workhouse 
at Coxheath. 



^ - - money ad 
vanced by the bank. 
- - goods from 
tradesmen, 
money lent 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration, 
for relieving the poor - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



money lent 



--charity money 

lent. 

- - 700 /. money 

lent 



2071. 10 s. 

money lent 
- ditto - 



ditto - 

84. 



- - for the purposes of emi-1 
gration - - - -| 
to build workhouse - -J 
to build a workhouse - 



- - to pay the amount of a 
judgment recovered against 
the late guardians of the 
parish, m respect of misap- 
plication of charity-money. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Elham. 

- - applied to build a poor- 
house. 

to build a workhouse. 



to complete ditto. 



- - towards the purchase of 
a workhouse. 

- - to build a workhouse in 
the years 1789-90. 



to build a workhouse • 



108 6 8 



56 17 6 



230 



190 14 11 



800 - - 



927 1 8 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratee 

or 
other Sources. 



£. S. d. 



9 - - 



450 - - 



268 15 3 

241 5 - 

298 13 - 

1,500 - - 

250 - - 



122 18 9 



When 
paid. 



1839. 
1888. 



1839. 



1835-6- 
7-9. 



1839. 



1839. 



1838. 
1835. 
1835. 

1840. 
1838. 



1835-6, 

1840. 

1839. 



1838. 



1837 



If not paid, 

Namet of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



holder. Miss Jane Hawkes. 



- - holder, as to the balance 
of 200/., Mr. Thomas Reve. 



- - holder, the Kent Life 
Insurance Company; al- 
leged to be liable, George 
Betts, Michael Stoker and 
Radbum Clark. 



holder, Thomas Sanderson. 



• - holders for the remaining 
sum of 600 /., — as to 50 2., 
Valentine E. Clay ; as to 150 /., William Hadlow ; as to 60 /., 
Charles Miller ; as to 50 2., James Gillman ; as to 50 /., James 
Ratcliffe; as to 50 /., Mary Noakes ; as to 50 /., Elizabeth Clay- 
ton; as to 50 /m Matthew Drew ; as to 100 /., James Temple, 
.1 480 - - I 1840. I 

J5 (continued.) 
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RETURN OF DBBTa, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



KENT— continuecL 



PARISH. 



Duwitan, St 

Dymchurch 
Egerton - 



Ditto 



Ejthorn 



Faraborough 



UNION. 



Blean - 

Romney Mareh 
West Ashford 



- ditto 



Eastry- 



Bromley 



Fo]kRt;one - 
Gillingham 
Graveney - 


- 


- 


Elham - 
Medway 
Faversham - 


Hailing . 


- 


- 


North Aylesford 


Harbledown 


- 


- 


Bridge 


Hastingleigh 


- 


- 


East Ashford 


Harrietsham 
HernhiU - 


- 


- 


Hollingboum 
Faversham - 


Hoath 


- 


- 


Blean - 


Holy Cross, Wes^ate- 
Without. 


Bridge - 


Horton Kirby 


- 


- 


Dartford 


Hythe, West 


- 


- 


Romney Marsh 



Ightham - ^ . 
St John the Baptist • 



Mailing 

Isle of Thanet 



Amonnt of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of tbe pasaixig 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. 8. d. 
410 - - 



100 
800 



100 



08 13 9 



20 6 10 



200 - - 
265 9 10 
110 - - 



8 14 

160 - - 

60 - - 

66 - - 

210 - - 

15 10 - 

160 - - 

600 - - 

200 - - 



185 - 
1,150 - 



Whether secured bjr 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whetker 
secured bjr Note or fiiE 

gtmbjr 
Parish 0£Been or otbm 
on behalf of thtPirak, 
not being a legal ChngcM 
the Poor Rates. 



by bond 



- - by a note girenbjthe 
parish officers and othen. 

- - by bond given by 
the parish offioem u»j 
other parishionerB. 



- - by note giv^ bjihe 
parish officers and other ■ 
parishioners. 



- - by charges on the 

poor-rates. 

by Gilbert's bonds 



by bond 



- - by a note given 
parish officers. 



- - by note given bj tl» 
pari^ officers in 1791. 



by bond 

- - by a note given bj 
the parish officers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



POOR RATES OF ANY PARISH AT THE PASSING OF THE ACT 4 & 5 WILL. 4, C. 76. 



31 



KENT— continued. 



Considertttioii 

of 

the Debt. 



monej lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto 



- ditto - 

- - the fees of the 
clerk to the jus- 
tices for parochial 
business, 
money lent 

law expenses 
money lent 

law expenses 

- - money lent in 
1810. 

money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



Purpoiefor 
which Debt incurred. 



- - to build and enlarge the 
parish workhouse in 1805-9. 

- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

- - to make additions to the 
workhouse in 1882. 



- ditto 



- - towards the purchase, of 
land and building a poor- 
house. 



for emigration purposes 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Har- 
bledown. 

- - relating to the examina- 
tion of paupers. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Har- 
bledown. 

- - for emigration purposes in 
1829. 

for emigration purposes 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Har- 
bledown. 

not known ... 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Har- 
bledown. 

- - to build a poor-house 

- - to purchase a cottage and 
one acre of land. 



- - towards building cottages 
for the parish. 

- - to build and repair the 
workhouse. 

- - to inclose and cultivate 
parish allotments. 

to enlarge the workhouse 

- - the purchase-money of 
cottages purchased by the 
parish. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



100 - - 



Paid out ff 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 1. d. 
100 - - 



When 
paid. 



1840 



1840. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

ofthePsrtiesliable. 



- - holders, as to 100/., 
Mrs. Coxylate Hooks ; as to 
210/., William Hyder, esq. 



• - as to the bondholders^ 
Joseph Thompson and Chas. 
A. Beckett ; alleged to be liable, Peter Bates, Greorge Chaf- 
fey, John White, George Earl, Samuel Foster, William B. 
Foster, John D^, George Martrum, John Bates, George 
Austin, Samuel Ballard, Isaac Beken, Joseph Hopkins, Tho- 
mas Betto and Joseph Stears ; and John Hooker, John Turk 
and William Cemes (executors of Henry Wise), Abraham 
Ransom, Thomas W. Harrison, William Dan, and John 
Boarman. 

- - as to the note-holders, 
William Jemmett and Vir- 
gel t^omfret; alleged to be liable, Peter Bates, Joseph 
Steers, George Murton, Thomas Tucker, Thomas Betts, 
Samuel Ballard, William B. Foster, executors of Henry 
Wise; Isaac Beken, Edward Earl, John Bates, George 
White, John Boorman, Thomas W. Harrison, J. Hipkins, 
Edward Austin, Edward Chaffery, James Smith, Edward 
Adley, Thomas Cuthbert, and Edward Dawson. 
13 3 9 1835. 



claimant, the clerk to the 
justices. 



t; 



66 - - 



600 - - 



136 
1,160 



300 
120 



200 - - 
266 9 10 



15 10 - 



1841. 
1837. 



1841. 



1840. 



1838. 



holder, William Hyder, esq. 



- - claimants, Messrs. Two- 
penny & Essell. 
holder, William Hyder, esq. 



holder, John Marshall. 



holder, William Hyder, esq. 



holder, William Hyder, esq. 



- - holder. Miss Sarah 
Foord 'y alleged to be liable, 
Thomas Mount, W. D. White, Robert 
Castle, F. V. Smith, Robert Austin, 
J. W. Aniton, Edward Impett, Ste- 
phen File, and William Rayner. 
1836. 



1836-7. 



1840. 
1841. 



holder, John Geering. 



E 2 
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RBTURN OF DBBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



KENT— continued. 



PARISH. 



Lewiflham 



Ditto 



Littleboura 
Lydd 


- 


- 


Bridge - 
Romney Marsh 


LymiDge « 
Ditto - 


- 


. 


Elham 
- ditto 


Ljmpne - 


- 


- 


- ditto 


Mailing, West 


- 


- 


Mailing 


Newington next Hythe 
Ditto - 
Ditto ... 


Elham 

- ditto 

- ditto 


Nicholas, St., Atwade - 


Isle of Thanet 


Nicholas, St 


- 


- 


Medway 


Nonington 


- 


- 


Eastry 


Northbome 


- 


- 


- ditto 


Otterden - 


- 


- 


Hollingboume 


Pemburj - 


- 


- 


Tunbridge - 


Ditto - 
Ditto - 


. 


- 


- ditto 

- ditto 


Ditto - 
Ditto - 

Penshurst 

St. Peter^s next Sand- 
wich. 

Pluckley - 


- ditto 

- ditto 
Sevenoaks - 
Eastry 

West Ashford 


Preston - 
Ramsgate - 
Seal 


; 


_ 


Eastry 

Isle of Thanet 

Sevenoaks - 


Seyington - 


- 


- 


East Ashford 


Sittingboume 


- 


- 


Milton 


Staplegate - 


- 


- 


Blean - 


Stone 


- 


- 


Tenterden - 


Stourmouth 


- 


- 


Eastry 


Stowting - 
Strood 


- 


. 


Elham 

North Aylesford 


Ditto - 


- 


- 


- ditto 


Sturry 


- 


- 


Blean 


Sutton, East 


- 


- 


Hollingboume 


Springfield 


- 


- 


Elham 



UNION. 



Lewisham 



- ditto 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against tbe 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. «. d. 
760 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert*a Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



- - charged on the poor 
rates under a Local Act. 



- - life annuities, - ditto 
amounting to 143 /. IS s. Sd. a year. 



160 - 

420 - - 

67 10 " 

100 - - 

162 - - 

400 - - 

90 - - 

100 - - 

60 - - 

300 - - 

1,028 10 - 

107 15 - 

130 - - 

100 - - 

800 - - 

600 - - 

180 - - 

160 - - 

60 - - 

1,030 17 8 

260 4 



380 



173 2 6 
750 - - 
400 - - 



77 - - 

1,000 - - 

46 - - 

268 16 - 

262 - - 

472 10 - 
'400 - - 

- - a life annuity 
of 60/. per annum. 
150 - - 

30 - - 

100 - - 



by bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by bond under a Local Act 



by bond under 69 Geo. 3. 



- ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

by mortgage 

- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note given by some 
of the inhabitants. 

by bonds - - - 



by note - - . 
- - by notes given by the 
parish officers, 
--by bond given by the 
churchwardens & oveiBeeis. 



--by a charge on the poor 

rates under a Local Act 

ditto - - - 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 

— by note given by the rector 
and someof the parishioners. 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 

- ditta - - . 

- ditto - - . 

- - by an assignment of a 
mortgage. 

by note - . - 

by bond - - - 

- - by bond given by the 
churchwardens & overseers. 

- - by a note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by bills given by the 
rate-payers. 



by note 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers, 
by mortgage 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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KENT— con/i/iwerf. 





1 


Purpotefor 


IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 




Consideraiioii 


Paid out 
of the Produce 


Paid out of 




Hnotpaid, 


of 




of the 


the Poor Rates 


When 


Names of the Holder and Names 


tlie Debt. 


which Debt incurred. 


Sale of Parochial 


or 


paid. 


of the Parties liable. 






or Incorporation 


other Sources. 








Property. 












£. s. d. 


£. $, d. 






money lent 


to build a workhouse - 








- - holders, the representa- 
tives of Dr. Rd. Kent, Wm. 
Curling and T. W. Parker. 


1,300/. - 


- ditto . - - . 


" 


... 


" " 


- - annuitants, William 
Holmes and Henry Stainton. 


money lent 


- ditto ... - 


150 ^ - 








- ditto - 


to enlarge the poor-house 


420 - - 


... 


1839. 




- ditto - 


to build a poor-house - 


67 10 - 


... 


1839. 




- ditto - 


- ditto . - - . 


100 - - 


- - - 


1839. 




- ditto . 


for emigration purposes 


. 


162 - - 


1839. 




- ^ditto - 


- - towards providing a poor- 
house. 


206 10 4 


... 


1839 


- - holders, Sir J. Hawley,bt, 
Mr. Peter Sutton, Mr. C. 
Taylor and Mrs. Eliz. Smith. 


* ditto - 


to enlarge a poor-house 


- - - 


. 


- 


holder, Ralph Bookman, esq. 


- ditto - 


- ditto . . - - 


- - - 


60 - - 


1840 


- - holders, Messrs. Pilcher 


- ditto - 


- ditto . - - - 


... 


60 - - 


1841. 


and Taylor. 


- ditto - 


to enlarge the workhouse 


- 


300 - - 


1839-40. 








[ 428 10 ^ 


600 - - 


1838. 




- ditto - 






1839. 




--80/. balance of 


for building the poor-house. 










builder's account. 




f 80 - - , 
1 27 15 - 




1839. 




27/. I65. money lent 


for the purposes of emigration 


... 


1839. 




money lent 


to build a workhouse in 1773 


V, 


... 


" ■ 


- - holder, Charles Hannam, 
esq.; alleged to be liable, 
Wm Nethersole. 


- ditto - 


- - to build a cottage on land 


- 


40 - - 


. 


- - holder, H. R. Coulter. 


- ditto - 


belonging to the parish. 

- - to purchase and improve 

workhouse. 


. 


. 


- 


holder, Mr. Samuel Ranger. 


- ditto - 


- ditto - - - - 


. . • 


... 


. 


holder, Mr. James Harris. 


. ditto - 


- ditto - . - - 


- 


. 


- 


holder. Miss S. Hartridge. 


- ditto - 


- ditto - - - - 


... 


100 - - 


1840-1. 


holder, John Mountain, esq. 


salary to the mai 
money lent 








_ _ 


holder, R. Wood. 


ter of the workhouse - 
to build a workhouse - 


1,030 17 8 


... 


1836. 


- ditto - 


--to repay a debt originally in- 


250 9 4 


. 


1839. 




- ditto - 


curred in providing a workhouse, 
to build a workhouse^ - 


240 - - 


. 


1836-7 


- - holders, John Weekes and 
Lydia Cackett. 


- ditto - 


- ditto ... - 


178 2 6 


... 


1838. 


m 


- ditto - 


- ditto - - - . - 


760 - - 


- 


1836,6,7. 






• ditto - 


to purchase a poor-house 


163 5 1 


246 14 11 


1839. 






. ditto . 


to build a poor-house - 


46 1 - 


. 


1839 


holder, John Swaffer. 




- ditto - 


- - to relieve the poor, and to en- | - 
large and inclose the poor-house.l 


1,000 - - 








law expenses 


- - relating to appeals against 
orders of removals. 


. . - 


... 


" " 


- - claimants, the representa- 
tives of the late T. Starr. 




money lent 


- - to pay off a debt originally 
incurred in the purchase of a 
workhouse in 1769. 


268 16 - 




1889. 






- ditto - 


to build cottages - - - 


173 16 2 


113 9 - 


, 1888-9. 


I 




- ^tto - 


to purchase the parish workhouse . 


472 10 - 


... 


1839. 


, 




" ditto - 


- - towards the repair of the 


100 - - 


800 - - 


1835,6,7, 






C ^tto - 


parish workhouse. 

- ditto - - - - 


... 


- - . 


" . 


\io\deT,Ut^^^^^- 
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RBTUEK 01^ DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



KENT— coif/iiia«rf. 







AmonntofDebt 




Whether 






claimed against tbe 


Whether secured by 


seemed by NftewBa 


PARISH. 


;dnion. 


Poor Rates at 
the time of the passing 


Gilbert's Bond or other 


given by 
Parish Offieen or «dm 






the Poor Law 


Legal Charge 


on behalf of the Pn^ 








nn til* Pnnr Rat««. 


not being a legal (W a 






14th August 1834. 




the Pbor Rata. 






£. 8. d. 






Tenterden - - - 


Tenterden - 


160 - - 




- - by note and t dqioB 
of title-deeds. 


Uloombe - - » 


Hollingboume 


271 17 6 




- -by a mortgage ottk 
parish property. 


Wia«er . - . 


Eastry - 


100 - - 




- - by a minute in & 
Testry book. 


Ditto - 


- ditto 


19 19 - 




by note - • • 


Warehorne 


East Ashford 


236 5 6 


• . - . 


- - by note given bj tk 
parish offioers. 


Weeterham 


SevenoakjB - 


644 14 6 


- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 


- • , 


Ditto ... 


- ditto 


66 17 11 




- - by bond gir^b^t^l 
parish officers. 


WesftweU - - - 


West Ashford 


300 - - 




- - by bond given by tbe 
paridi officers ando^ 


Wiekham, East - 


Dartford 


17 5 - 








« — — 


Willesborough - 


East Ashford 


200 - - 




by note - - • 


Wilmington 


Dartford 


- - an annuity of 
20/. a year. 




- - by bond giyen by the 
vicar, churchwardoisaid 
overseers, and four of die ' 
principal inhaMtants. 


Woodchuroh 


Tenterden - 


860 - - 




by note - • * i 


Ditto ... 


- ditto 


69 14 - 




by note - - • 


Ditto ... 
Woodnesboroogh 


- ditto 
Eastry - 


91 1 8 

4 - - 








• * t 






Woolwich - 


Greenwich - 


- - annuities 
amounting to 
377/.14*.ayear. 


- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 


i 
1 

i 


Word or Woath - 


Eastry - 

Annuities £. 


200 - - 




by bond - - • 




27,847 6 8} 






804 17 8 


1 






H 



LANCASTER. 



Altham 

Barley 
Blackley - 
Bretherton 



Burnley 
Camforth 

Caton 
Chipping 



Burnley 



- ditto 

- ditto 
Chorley 


- 


- 


26 - - 
800 - - 
170 - - 


Burnley 


- 


- 


400 - - 


Lancaster 


- 


- 


18 - - 


Caton Incorporation 


400 - - 


Clitheroe 


« 


. 


640 - - 



40 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

by note 
by note 

- - by notes given by the 
principal inhabitants. 



- - by note g^ven by tbf 
parish officers and othen- 
bybiU - . • 
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KENT— continued. 



CoDiideratum 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



. ditto - 

medical attendance, 
money lent 
200 L money lent 



money lent 

- ditto - 
law expenses 

- ditto. 

--3,750 /.money 
lent 



money lent 



Purpoee for 
wliich Debt iBcorred. 



- - To enlarge the workhouse 
now used by the union. 

to build a workhouse - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late Rirer incorporation, 
for emigration purposes. 

to rebuild workhouse - 

to build a poor-house - 

- - to provide a building for 
the purpose of employing the 
children of the poor in silk 
winding. 

to build a workhouse - 



ditto 
ditto 



to relieye the poor 

for emigration purposes 



- - to meet the expenses of the 
parish. 



for the purposes of emigration 
Annuities dropped - £. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



faid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporatioii 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



271 17 6 



236 5 


6 


644 14 


6 


66 17 


11 


800 - 


- 


170 - 





360 - - 



13,368 8 10 



42 10 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 5. d. 



When 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Namei 

of the Partiet liable. 



1830. 



30 - ^ 



60 14 - 
91 1 8 

- - annuities 
amounting 
to 42/. 105. 
dropped. 



7,370 3 2 



1838. 
1886. 
1838. 

1840. 
1838. 



1838. 
1839. 
1836. 



holder, Mrs. Harriet Wettop. 



claimant, George Leith, esq. 



- - payable quarterly to 
Sarah Attwood, widow, dur- 
ing the life of Sarah Ooble, 
aged about 70. 



- claimants, as to iS6/. 4f. 
a year, Jdxf. Hobbs; aa to 30/. a year, 
Mrs. Dodson; as to 60/. a year. Miss 
Cook ; as to 40 /. a year, Mrs. Cox ; as 
to 160/. a year, the executors of Mrs. 
Johnson; alleged to be liable, the 
Commissioners, under a Local Act. 

- I - - claimants, the exeetttois 
of the late J. Lawrence ; alleged to be 
liable, George Spinner, George Solly, 
William Nethersole and William 
Henderson. 



LANCASTER. 



money lent 

law expenses 
money lent 
- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 



to build a workhouse - 

respecting a case of settlement 
to enlarge the workhouse 
to pay law expenses 



to complete the workhouse - 
to repair cottages and school 



- - towards building the work- 
house of the incorporation, 
to build a workhouse - 



ditto 



84. 



40 - - 

26 - - 

300 - - 

160 - - 



1839. 

1838. 
1836-6-7 



- - holders, the executors of 
the late J. Banks and Hugh Ryding; alleged to 
be liable, J. Bretherton, Nicholas Cliff, John 
Ryding, William Banks and Thomas Banister. 
400 - - 1884-6. 

3 - - - - - -holder, Edmund Lawspn; 

alleged to be liable, John Tittrington, Nathan 
Newby, J. Seeming, Richard Heslam, William 
Merry, Robert Mason and William Towers. 
400 



- [1834-6-61 
9;astolOO/.,Tho 



- holders, as to 200 1., Alice 
Rhodes ; as to 1 00 /., Thomas Parkinson ; as to 90 /., 
John Cattam^ as to 80/., the Chipping sick club; as 
to 60/., Isaac Wilkmson ; as to 20/., John Rhodes. 
- J - - I - - holder, as to 227/., Alice 

Holden ; alleged to be liable, F. F. Brockholes, esq., J. Gibson 
and J. Critchl^; holder, as to 100/., R. Waring; alleged 
to be liable, F. F. Brockholes, esq., J.Smith and R. Morton; 
holder, as to 100/., T. Parker; alleged to be liable, J. Gibson, 
J. Dunderdale, B. Baines and J. Bailey. 
E 4 ' (coHtinned,) 
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PARISH. 



Clayton-le-Woods 



Ditto - 

Ditto - 
Croston - 

Ditto - 

Dalston - 

Dftrwen, Lower - 
Ditto - 

Darwen, Over - 
Delworth - 

Denton 

Ditto - 
Edgworth - 
Ecclefton, Great 



Egton-cum-Newland 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 
Euxton 

Golborne - 



GooBnargh-with-NewB- 
ham. 
Ditto - 

Ditto - - - 

Ditto . - - 

Gorton . - - 



Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Greenhaugh 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 



UNION. 



Chorley 



. ditto 

. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
LancaBter 

Blackburn - 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Preston 

Ashton-under-Ljne 

- ditto 
Bolton - 
Garstang 



Ulrerstone 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Chorley 

Warrington 



Preston . - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Chorlton 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

The Fylde - 

- ditto 

- ditt9 -: 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against tile 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the paaaing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. S. d. 
860 - - 



18 - - 

60 7 - 

899 - - 

699 - - 

48 6 9 

600 - - 

200 - - 

600 - - 

100 - - 

60 - - 

46 - - 

60 - - 

450 - - 



80 - - 

80 -- - 

34 - - 

100 - - 

70 - - 



300 - - 

60 - - 

180 - - 

86 - - 

700 - - 

120 - - 

100 - - 

60 17 6 

36 - - 

30 - - 

46 4 3 

ao - - 



Whether aecured by 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond ■ 



Whether 

secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Pariah Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by bond 



by note 



by bond 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers and otiiers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers, 
by a bond - 

- - by bill given by* the 
overseers and principal 
rate-payers. 



by note 
by note 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers and others. 



by note 
by note 
by note 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by bond, dated 1st 
August 1796. 

- - by note, renewed 17th 
May 1833. 

by note - - - 



- - by bond and note 
given by members of the 
select vestry. 

- - ditto - - - 



ditto 
ditto 



ditto 



- - by note given by the 
rate-payers. 

- - ditto ... 



by bond 
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LANCASfER- continued. 



CiTiidiutton 

of 

tlw Debt 



xoney lent 

ditto . 

ditto . 
ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto . 
ditto - 

ditto < 

ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto I 



ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 
- charity money 
tnt 
M>ney lent 



- charity money 

int 

loney lent 

ditto - 
ot known 
Hmey lent 



ditto . 



ditto - 

- chief rent due 
i^pectofwork- 
»iue. 

interest doe in 
ftpect of debts 
n vorkhoose. 



PoipoieSBr 
which Debt inconed. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



- - to build six houses for the 
impotent poor. 



ditto 



- - to build another house for 

the same objects. 

to build a workhouse - 



for parochial purposes - 

to build a workhouse « w 

- ditto - . . , 

- * to establish a manu&otoiy 
for oaliooes to employ the 
poor in. 

- - to build a workhouse, and 
to purchase the site thereof, 
towards building a workhouse 



Pud OQt 

oftheProdooe 

oftbe 

Sale of Pirochial 

or Inoorpormtiiui 

Propertj. 



d. 



Paid OQt of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sooroes. 



£. 



d. 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties JtaUe. 



- - holder, Mr. Hugh Daw- 
son; alleged to be liable, 




500 - - 



Hdpkinson. 
- holder, A. Dawson ; al- 
leged to be liable, M. Ansoow. 
J. Ainsow and R. Whittle, 
claimant, Hugh Dawson. 



- holders, the Croxton Me- 
. ,. ^, ^ ' «hanics' Society 2 allecred to 

beliable^T^omasJ.Trafford,'Stieyns^ M^i!^ 
Joseph Dickenson and John Parks. 
609 - - 1886-^-^ & 40. 



48 5 



new valuation 



holder, William Hindle. 



holder, James Pickup. 



- - law expenses incurred by 
the parish offioers. 

--to repair and furnish the 
workhouse. 

- - to purchase three cottages, 
and to alter the same. 



to build a workhouse 

- ditto . 

- ditto - 
not known. 

to build a workhouse 



- claimants, James Spencer 
and Thomas Dixon, as trus- 
tees of a charity. 
- - holder, Mrs. Mary Lupton ; 
anefi»d to be liable, Mr. John 
Cooke, Mr. WiUiaBi Peacock and others 
46 - - 1840. 



60 - - 



86 2 4 



1886. 
1886 



- - holder, Sarah Senior; 

KirVh^ Wir T> ,'. T ^^^ ^ ^ ^»We, John 

K^kby, WillmmParkmson, James Adamson, Robert Thomp. 
wn^ Hennr Walker, Robert Parkinson, Thomas Hodgkinson. 
William Bamber, Richard Parkinson and John Carter. 

holder, Mary Harrison. 

holder, Richard Dixon. 

holder. Miles Stanley. 



- ditto - 

to enlarge the workhouse 



- ditto - 
not known - 
to build a workhouse. 



- - to defray law expenses 
incurred in defending appeals 
against the assessment 

- - to pay cost of new yalua- 
tion. 



- - holders, as to 60/., Mr. 
John Travers ; and as to 20 /. 
Mr. Robert Worsley. 
claimant, Matthew Miller. 

claimant, Ellen Fisher. 

claimant, William Leed. 
claimant, Matthew Miller. 



10 17 6 



86 ^ « 
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BKTURN^ OP DBBTS, LIABILITIES AND EN6A6BMBNT8 CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



LANCASTER -continued. 



BARI&H^ 



UNION. 



ofDeH 

ckim«tl agmiDtt tiir 

Poor IUli»«Cr 

Ae time of the ptwing 

the Poor Lam 

Aimntdmimt Act, 

14th Aiignat l«d4. 



Whether teenred bf 

OUberfi BoddoT oilier 

MgilChKg* 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
•ecared by Ntl»«]i 

pwmhf 
Pariih Offieenoridbi 

not befaig a kgd OiiieB 
the Poor Run. 



H«afton Norria • 

Hotharaall- 
Hutton 



HamhJeton 
Iibesay - 



Lejland 
Ditto 

Ditto 



LongtoB - 


- > 


Preston 


Ditto - 


- 


- ditto 


Ditto - 


- 


- ditto 


Lowton 
Mdlor - 


- 


Leigh - 
Bkokbum 


Middleton * 
Mjenooagh 


- 


Oldham 

Garstang 


Newtown in Markerfield 


Wanrington 


Oiwaldtwistle 


- 


Bkokbum 


Padiham - 


- 


Burnley 


Ponltom - - -^ 
Hardhom with Newton 
Laytonwith Warbmt- 
Lytham - - - ) 
Marton ... 
Thornton ... 
Westby with PlumptonJ 
Prertwich - 


The Fylde 
Manphester 


Rainford - 
Reddish - 


- 


Prescot 
Stockport 


Ribehester- 


- 


Preston 


Rojrton 


- 


OldUam 



Sattkriwry 



Stockport 

Preston 
Preston 



Garstang 
BlacUbum 



Chorley 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Pres(ton 



£. $. d, 

600 - - 



86 - - 
700 - - 



10 - - 
600 - - 



800 - - 

250 - - 

200 - - 

176 - - 

77a - - 

2a - - 

880- - - 

670 - - 



60 
280 



400 - - 

418 - - 

100 - - 

2,200 - - 

760 - - 

202 - - 

100 - ^ 

40 - - 

200 - - 

64 - - 



Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert^ bond ■ 



Gilbert's bonds 



-- by a mortgage 01^' 
pari^ workhoDKyiDdiki 
by a bond gires lij i > 
number of the lej-ptjoil 

- - by a bill gi? « W ' 
the o'Terseers. 

- • by bond giren br^ 
pari^ officers sod vm 
of the rate-payers. I 



by notfe - - • 
- - by bond gireo bj tk 
rate-payers. 



by a mortgage 
by a note - 



ditto 



dittb 



by bonds 
by noU 



'- - by bond given hy tk 
OTerseersand rate-fitjas- 

by.not^ 

- - by bin giTm if tbe 
orersiBers and some d 
the land-owners. 

- - supposed to be bj I 
deed of trust 



- - by note giTcn bj tfe 
parish officers. ] 



> - by a morlgtgB aJ 
'^ote. 



hy note 
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LANCASTER- continued. 



Conndentioa 
the Debt 



mpnej lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



charity monej Imt 
money lent 



- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 

. ditto - 



charity monej lent 
money lent 



charity money lent 



money lent 



- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- - supposed to be 
charity money used, 
money lent 



Purpawibr 
which Debt incurred. 



to boild the workhouse 

to build a workhouse - 
- ditto - 



84. 



to repair a highway, 
to build a workhouse 



- ditto - 

to enlarge the workhouse 



- ditto 



to pay arrears of rents • 

to build a workhouse • 

to pay county rate 

to build a workhouse 
. ditto - 



not known. 

to build a workhouse 



- ditto. 

- - relief to the poor, medical 
accounts, stationery accounts, 
ttBQ raw expenses. 

to build a workhouse - 



- - towards building a work- 
house at Poulton for the seven 
townships. 

to build a workhouse - 

to pay rates. 

- - to relieve the poor and to 
repair almshouses. 

to build a workhouse. 

- ditto - - - - 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pkid ooi 

of theProdoee 

of the 

SileofPvDdiid 



Property. 



s. d. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratet 

or 
other Soureci. 



£. s. d. 



When 
paid. 



If not paid, 

Namei of the Hdder and Namei 

ofthePartietliaUe. 



holder, William Moorhonse^ 



- holder, William Shaw, esq.; 
aU^^ to be liable, L. Raw- 
stone, esq., Ralph Pritt, John Moulding, William 
Slater,JohnCharnley,C. Harrison, John Mayor, Wil- 
liam Clegg, Thomas Hindle and Thomas Holme. 



- - holder, Mrs. Cross; 
alleged to be liable, William 
Fielden, esq., m, p., Joseph 
Fielden, esq., Mr. John 
Miller and oUiers. 

- - holders, trustees of the 
grammar school. 

- - holder, John Beatson; 
alleged to be liable, Z. Baldwin, J. Smith, R. Sum- 
ner, J. livesey, H. Hunt, W. Farrington, W. Kel- 
latt, J. Lawe and J. Rawlandson. 

i- I - - holder, James Lawrence ; 
I alleged to be liable, John 
Smith, John Waddican, Henry Dandy, J. Danber, W. Pil- 
kington, J. Wiggins, William Jackson, F. S. Pilkington, 
W. Harrington, J. Cooker, T. Rowlandson and H. Norris. 

holder, Mrs. Ellen Rosh- 



300 - - 



230 - - 



1,712 7 10 



60 - - 



— house-rents and other charges 
not allowed by the auditor. 



270 - - 



330 - - 



41. 



1835-6-7 



well. 
1839-40-1 - - holders, William Hohnes 
and Henry Dobson.. 
- - holder, the treasurer of the 
Humane Society of Longton. 



- liable, Thomas Counsell ; 
alleged to be liable, John Sherrock, John Counsell, 
J. Cow, J. Cowburn and James Sherrock. 



322 10 4} - 



20 - - 



487 12 2 



150 - - 



1841 



- claimants, as to balance, 
* Thomas Fisher, John Hughes 
and Dr. Dngdale. 
holder, John Dewhurst. 



- - holders, the executors of 
tile late Rev. James Lyom. 



- holder, Mrs. James ; 
alleged to be liable, William Smedley, Samuel 
Barlow, Tkemas Bullock and others. 



150 - - 



54 - - 



1835-^ 



F 2 



- - holders, Thomas Wool- 
fendeo, Edward Evans and 
WiUiam Field. 



{continued.) 
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RBTUHN OF DBBTS^ LIABILITIES AND BNGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THB 



LANCASTER— c(m/tnii€j. 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



Simonstone 

Ditto - 

Standish and Langtree 

Ditto - 

Sutton 

Tarleton - 

Tatham ... 
Ditto - 
Ditto - 

Thomham ... 

Tnrton 



Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Uimston 
Wheelton 



Ditto 



Ditto - 

Worsthorn - 
Warton - 



Yate - 

Yealand Conyers 
Yealand Redmayne 



Burnley 

- ditto 
Wigan- 

- ditto 
Presoot 
Onnskirk 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Oldham 

Bolton - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Chorley 
- ditto 



- ditto 
Burnley 
Lancaster 



Blackburn 

Lancaster 
- ditto 



£. 



Amonnt of Debt 

claimed against tbe 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the ^ 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14tk Augoit 1884. 



£. 8. d. 

48 8 - 



70 - - 

106 - - 

62 - - 

860 - - 

200 - - 

24 - - 

16 - - 

10 - - 

88 18 - 

260 - - 



260 
60 
81 
10 

600 
82 



20 - - 



26 - - 
70 11} 
40 - - 



400 - - 

80 12 - 
6 10 - 



19,670 



7 6} 



Wneiher secmied hf 

Gilbert*s Bond or other 

Legal Cbaxge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
■ecnred by Note or Bin 

given by 

Parish Officers or othen 

on bdialf of the Panh, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the PMr Rates. 



- - by note given by dte 
parish officers. 



- ditto 
by note 

- ditto 



- - by note given hj the 
overseers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 

by notes 

by note 



- • bond and bills giren 
by the parish officers. 



ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 



by note 



ditto 



ditto 



- - by note given by the 
churchwardens and 0Te^ 
seers and others. 

- - by a note given hy 
the pariah officers. 

by an agreement - 
by an agreement • 



LEICESTER. 



Amesby - 
Ashfordby - 



Barrow-u pon-Soar 
Barwell 

Bottesford - 
Ditto - 
Breedon-on-the-Hil! 
Broughton Astley 



Lutterworth - 
Melton Mowbray - 

Barrow-upon-Soar 
Hinckley 

Grantham - 
- ditto 
Shardlow 
Lutterworth - 



68 - 
248 2 



200 - 

48 - 

120 - 
20 - 

260 - 
82 10 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- by a deposit of title- 
deedsy and by a note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by an entry in ^^ 
parish books. 

- ditto 
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LANCASTER— cowtfiiti€rf. 





Conudentioo 

of 

the Debt 


Pnrpoeefer 
wluch Debt ineumd. 


IF PAH), HOW, AND WHEN. 






Paid oat 
of the Produce 

of the 

SaleofPartiehial 

or Incoqwntion 

Property. 


Peidoutof 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Soorcaa. 


When 
paid. 


If not paid, 
Namca of the Holder and Namea 
of the Parties liable. 




money lent 

• ditto - 
. ditto - 
- ditto • 
^ ditto - 


towards building a workhoose 

- ditto .... 

- - for the general purpoaes 
of the pariah. 

- Ai^A .... 


£. s. d. 


£. $. d. 
14 16 - 


1840 


- - holder, Leyendre Attar- 
kie ; alleged to be liable, John 
Jackson & James Moorhouse. 
holder, William Sager. 

holder, Henry Radoliffe. 












• vuno «... 


- - - 


860 - .. 


1886. 


Edward Taylor. 




not known 


not known- ... 


. 


100 - - 


1836-7 


holder, Henry Asheroft. 




- ditto • 


for emigration pnrpoaea. 












money lent 
not known 


to inclose burial-ground 
to enlarge the workhouse 


. 


88 18 - 
200 - - 


1840 


--holder, Abraham Wild; 
alleged to be liable, Robert 
Matthews and James Heap. 
- - holders, as to balance, 
Robert Heywood, William 
Sharpies and J. Knowles. 


• 


money lent - 
. ditto - 

. ditto • 

. ditto . 
money lent 


to build a workhouse - 

- ditto .... 

- ditto .... 

- ditto .... 
relief to the poor 

to repair parish property 


40 - - 


600 - -- 
79 9 11| 


1886, 7, 


8, 9, and 40. 

- - holder, W. Blaokledge ; 
alleged to be liable, Henry 
Waterworth and 10 others. 

- -holder, W. Simpson; 
aUeged to be liable, Edward 
Simpson and two others, 
claimant, George Clarkson. 




. ditto . 

. ditto - 
- ditto - 


- - in aid of the poor-rates 
in 1826 and 1827. 

to build two cottages - 

- - towards building the 
workhouse at Milnthorpe. 

£. 


80 12 - 


400 - - 
6 10 - 


1840. 

1841. 
1887. 






2,862 19 10 


6,621 2 8 













LEICESTER. 



law expenses, 
money lent 



- - law expenses 
and money lent. 



law expenses 

money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



to purchase parish houses 



- - for the general purposes 
of the parish. 



- - to purchase tenements and 
workhouse in 1808. 

- ditto - - 



—towards t he w oik honse of the 
late incorporation of Shardlow. 
- - to purchase houses for the 
parish. 



248 2 - 



100 - - 



1840. 



F3 



- holder, B. Bumaby, esq. 
The Court of Queen's Bench held that 
the parish was not liable for this debt. 

- - holders, Messrs. Ber^ 
ridge k Macanley; alleged 
to be liable, T. Oreweock 
and four others. 

- -claimants, the stewards of 
a Friendly Society. 

- - claimants, the trustees of 
the free school. 

- - holders, Ann Curzon and 
George Jesley. 

- - holders, T. Chamberlain, 
J. Tookey and H. Berridge ; allied to 
be liable, John GarreU and 12 others. 

(vantimued.) 



1840 
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RETURN OF DBBTS, LIABIUTIBS AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



LEICESTER --cantinueJ. 



PARISH. 



Bnntingikorpe 

Carlim - 
CokOfton 

Ditto - 



Countesthorpe - 
Crozton, South - 



. DisewQc^ - 
Bitto - 

Eaton 
Enderby - 
Foxton 



ErabyHDm-the-Wieak 

Ditto - 
Gilinorton - 



Ditto - 
Glenn, Great 

Hathera - 
Heather - 
Hemmington 
Hominghold 
Hoton 

HngifleMOte 

nunooto • • - 

Ibetook 

Kitoorth Beaudiamp 

Ki^woiih Harcouirt - 
Kibworth, South 



UNIOir. 



Lutterworth 

Market Bogiforth - 
Aa^bj-de-la-Zouoh 

- ditto 



Blaby - 
Barrow-upon-Soar 



Sl^urdlow 
- ditto 



Melton Mowbray - 

Blaby - 

Market Harbarough 



Melton Mowbray 

- ditto 
Lutterworth - 



- ditto 
Billesdon 

Leughborough 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Shardlow 
Uppingham - 
Loughborough 

Aghby-de-la-Zouch 

Blaby - - 

Market Bosworth - 

Market Harborough 

- ditta 
Lutterworth - 



Amount of Debt 

claimed agabst the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. ^ d. 
6 - - 



09 - " 
^60 - - 

100 - - 



J80 - - 
JOO - - 



7 8 7 

4 18 8} 

17 4 2 

85 18 6 

82 4 8 



65 - 

80 - 

250 - 



49 - 
850 - 



10 6 11 

180 - - 

50 - - 

88 16 8 

200 - ~ 

200 - - 

18 6 4 

105 - - 

870 - - 

80 - - 

250 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legsl Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbeft's bondi 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- • by note giren by the 
parish officers and others. 

by note - - . 

by note ... 



by note 



bybiU 



a memorandum - 
by a note - - - 
- - by a mortg^age on the 
parish-houses, and also 
by a note given by the 
parishioners. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



by note - - • 

- - by note given by the 
overseers. 

- - by bond given by the 
parish officers in 1822. 

- - by a note given by the 
parish officers and prin- 
cipal rate-payers. 



by a mortgage 



by note 



by note 
bybopd 
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LEICESTER— cmtinued. 



Goniidention 

of 

tli»Debt. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



law expenses 
money lent 



-- medicine for 
tln9 poof. 
- - OTerseer's tra- 
velling expenses, 
and cash advanced 
by him for the 
parish, 
law expienses 



ditt6 - 
ditto - 



charity money lout 
money lent 
- ditt^ * 



- - charity money 
money lent 



law expenses 
money lent in 1802 
money lent 
. ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto- - 

- ditto" - 



ditto - 
ditto 



84. 



PnrpMe^ 
which Debt incaired. 



for the purpose of emigrtftion 



- - to purchase three houses 
for the parish. 

- - towiards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlbw. 



to defray law expenses 



- - towfeurds the workhouse of 
the late' BaTTow-ifpon-Soar 
incorporation. 



- - respecting the settlement 
of a patiper. 



- - reinjecting appeals against 
orders of removal and other 
mattersL 

ta purchase a workhouse 
,- ditto . - - . 

- - to purchase and repair 
parish-houses. 



to repair parish-house. 

- - to ptirchase houses for the 
parish, and other parochial 
purposes. 



- - respecting an appeal against 
an order of removal. 

- - to parchase tenements for 
the parish. 

- - towdrds the workhouse of 
the Shabrdlow incorporation, 
to purchase a parish-house - 

- - to b^ild seven houses for 
the poor. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the inoOfporatfon of A^hby- 
de-la-Zouch. 

- - towards the purchase of 
three cottiages for the parish 
in ISia. 

- - to pardhase premises to be 
converted into a workhouse 
in 1789. 

- - to purchase lious^ for the 
use of the parish. 



- - fbrthe purchase of cotta^ 
forthe parish, and towards the 
workhouse of the late incor- 
poration of Lutterworth. 



IF PAm, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produee 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. 8. d. 



69 - 



47 1 6 
67 19 - 



Paid out of 
thePoo^Ratet 

oi 
other Sbnrces. 



£. s. d. 



180 



17 4' 2 
28 6' 6 



22 1 - 



161 1 1 



38 15 8 



18 6 4 



106 - - 



870 - - 



150 - - 



F4 



Whan 
paid. 



1889. 



If not paid, 
Namea of the Holder and Nai 
of the Pertiet liable. 



- - holder, J. Clark, esq. ; 
alleged to be liable, Thomas 
Elliott and three others. 



1887. 



1887. 
1889. 



1889. 



- - holder, William Sherwin, 
esq.ySfen. ; alleged tO be liable, 
Benjamin Walker and three 
otherd. 

- - holder, William Sherwin, 
«$q., jun. Sam^ parties a^e 
alleged to be liable. 



- - holders, Mr. and Mrs. 
HUsklnson. 

claimant, Mr. Day, surgeon. 



- - claimants, John Adkin 
and J. J. Faulkner. 



* - deSmant, Mr. Burbidge, 
soliciitor. 

- - claimants, Messrs. Dong- 
las & Abbey. 



- - iJolder, William Warden ; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Tebbs, William Bent, WU- 
liain Coltman ' and othein. 



-holders, as to 260 /., the' 
executors of the late John Ragg, esq.; as 
to 200/., Mrs. Beardsley; as to lOOLy 
Robert Haynes, esd.; as to 200/., H. F. 
Coleman, esq. j as to 100/., Mr. John Grain, 
.claimant, Mr. Brook. 



60 



70 - - 



1841. 

1886-6. 

1888. 



1841. 



1889: 



1888. 



1889. 



holdbr, John Burrowes. 



- - holders, the executors of 
the latie George iDesley.' 



daiiiiant, Mary Grocock. 
- - holder, Jas.WoodhoUflo ; 
alleged to be liable, Samuel 
B^dge and 11 olhers. 



{ctmtinued.) 
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EETURN OF DBBTS, LIABILITIES, AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



LEICESTER— continued. 



PARISH. 



Kimoote 



Kirby BeUara - 
Langton^ East - 
Leire 

Ditto - 

Lookington 

Lutterworth 



St Mary - 

Melton Mowbray 
Misterton - 



Moont Sorrel, South 
End. 



Mount Sorrel, North 

End. 
Narborough 
Oadby 

OdBtone - - - 



Ditto - 

Peatling Magna 
Ratby 
Ditto - 

Ditto - 



Sealfbrd - 
Seagraye - 

Sewstem - 
Sileby 

Shackerstone 

ShaweU - 



UNION. 



Lutterworth 



Melton Mowbray - 
Market Harborough 
Lutterworth • 

- ditto 
Shardlow - 

Lutterworth - * 

Leioester 

Melton Mowbray - 
Lutterworth - - 

Barrow-upon-Soar 

- ditto 

Blaby . 

- ditto 

Market Bosworth * 



- ditto 
Lutterworth - 
Market Bosworth 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Melton Mowbray - 
Barrow-upon-Soar 

Melton Mowbray - 
Barrow-upon-Soar 

Market Bosworth - 

Lutterworth - 



Amount of Debt 

claimed agminst the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the paaung 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

Uth August 1834. 



£. s. d. 
60 - - 



76 6 - 

204 - - 

150 10 - 

20 - - 

100 - - 

110 - - 

20 - - 

64 - - 

100 - - 

60 - - 



26 - - 

107 15 4 

262 10 - 

20 - - 



50 - - 

166 - - 

68 - - 

8 8- 

16 10 8| 



46 14 - 

150 - - 

100 18 

100 - - 

100 - - 

90 - - 



Whether secured bj 
Gilbert's Bond or 
Legal Charge 
on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Crilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



ditto 



Whether 
iecuicd bjr Note or BQl 

giTfn by 

Parish Offieen or othei 

oo behalf of die Pvi^ 

not being a legsl C3urp m 

the Poor Rata. 



by Gilbert's bond • 



- - bv note given by the 
parish officers. 



-- by notegiyenlrytbl 
parish offioers. * 

- - by note given by the 
parish offioers. 

- - by note given by tbe 
parish offioers 



--by note given by tke 
parish officers. I 



- - by note or bond, tod i 
deposit of title-deedi. ! 



- - by note given by the 
parisn officers and looie 
of tiie principal inhibit- 
ants 

- ditto - - • 



- - by a mortgage upon j 
the parish property. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



by note given in 1880 - 

- - and by bill gifenby 
the parish officers. 

by note 
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LEICE STER—coffHnned. 



Conaidenitioa 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



- - charity money 
lent by the church- 
wardens, 
money lent 



- ditto 



charity money lent 

- ditto - 
money letat 



ditto - 



. ditto - 

law expenses, 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expenses. 

- - medical attend- 
ance on paupers. 

- - article:^ for the 
use of the paupers 
in the house of 
industry. 

money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

84, 



Purpose for 
wbich Debt incnrred. 



to purchase a house 



- - towards the purchase of 
the workhouse. 
* - towards purchase and re- 
pair of cottages for the parish, 
to purchase seven tenements - 



to build fire poor-houses. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

to purchase houses 

- - towards building the pa- 
rish workhouse. 

to build a workhouse - 

- - towards the purchase of 
three tenements. 



• - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Barrow-upon-Soar. 

. ditto . - . - 



- - to purchase and improve 
the parish-houses. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

. ditto - - - - 
to purchase houses 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

SaleofPurochial 

or Incorporadoii 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



76 6 
204 - 



110 - - 

20 - - 
64 - - 



262 10 - 



20 - 



60 - - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sonroea. 



£. 5. d. 



26 - - 



-- for the purposes of emigra- 46 14 ~ 
tion. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Barrow-upon-Soar. 

- - towards purchasing and 100 18 9 
altering the workhouse. 

- - towards the workhouse 00 ~ - 
of the late incorporation of 
Barrow-upon-Soar. 

- - towards the workhouse of 88 - - 
the late incorporation of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

- - towards the workhouse of 100 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 



When 
paid. 



1840. 
1889. 



1841. 

1841. 
1889. 



1886. 

1840. 
1889. 

1838. 



10 - 



80 - - 



1641. 

1841. 
1839. 

1838. 



1888. 



Hnotpaid, 

Names of the Holdo' and Names 

of the Parties liaUe. 



- - holders, Messrs. Clarke k 
Phillips, bankers ; alleged 
to be liable, John Inckle, 
Wm. Lucas, Rich. Burdett, 
the representatives of the late 
John Lucas, and Thos. Soott. 



- • holder, Joseph Ludford ; 
alleged to be liable, Nicholas 
Higginson, William Higgin- 
son and William Johnson. 



- - holders, the executors 
of the late Thomas Rose 
and John Harriman. 



- - holder, Richard Wor- 
thington; alleged to be 
liable, Joseph Harrison and 
Thomas Barker. 



- - holder, John Wale j 
alleged to be liable, Joseph 
Mountorey, John Daft and 
Thomas Snpw. 



- - holder, Mary Wayte ; 
alleged to be liable, Mr. 
Waites, Mr. Hall, Mr. 
Chambers and Mr. lAicas, 



holder, Mr. John Nutt 



e^Hnued.) 
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RETURN OF DEETS^ LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST ^HE 



LEICESTER— con/iwtied. 



PARISH. 



Sooeeton W«6teirb j 

Ditto - 
Ditto - 
Sniarastone 
Ditto - 



Stathem - 

Stoney Stanton - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto . 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Stainton Harrold 



Stanton-under-Bardon 
Ditto - 



Stapleton 



Swepstone - 

Swinford - 

Syston 
Ditto - 

Tbringstone 

Tharcaston 
Thunnaston, South 

Twycross - 

Twyford - 
Whitwick - 

Wortliington 



UNION. 



Market Harborough 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Asbbj-de-la-Zouch 
. ditto 



Melton Mowbray - 

Hinckley - 

- ditto • - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Asbby-de-la-Zouch 



Market Bosworth 
- ditto 



Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

Lutterworth - 

Barrow-upon^Soar - 
- ditto 

Ashby-de-la-Zouoh 



Barrow-npon-Soar- 
- ditto 



Market Bosworth - 

Melton Mowbray - 
Ashby-de-la-Zouoh 



ditto 



£. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed againit the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the pasting 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Auguat 1834. 



£. s. d. 

420 - - 

250 - - 

90 - - 

100 - - 

250 - - 



200 - - 

121 18 1 

71 18 1 

28 11 5 

08 11 5 

121 18 1 

71 18 1 

28 11 5 

50 - - 

20 - - 

23 6 8 

68 6 - 

254 - - 

06 - - 



100 - - 
58 - 

300 - - 



80 - - 

60 - - 

80 - - 

200 - - 

250 - - 



21 

58 



100 - 



50 - 



57 - - 



100 - 



10,762 6 2 



Whether lecured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bond 



ditto 



by GilbMt's b«nd 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a l^al Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by bond 

by note 
by note 



by note 
by note 



by bond 



by note - - . 

- - by note given in 1830, 
and by deposit of title- 
deeds. 

by note - - - 



•-by note given by the 
parish officers. 



1^ note 
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1.EIC ESTEn— continued. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- - charity money 
lent hj the minister 
and churchwardens. 

money lent 



- - charity money 
lent. 

money lent 

- ditto - 



law expenses 
money lent 



ditto 



- ditto - 

— clothing and 
maintenance for 
the poor, 
money lent 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



- - to purchase houses for the 
use of the parish. 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto . . - - 
to purchase cottages - 

- ditto . - - - 



- - expended on the work- 
house and other property of 
the parish. 

- - towards the purchase of 
cottages for the parish. 

ditto 

ditto ... 

ditto - - - 

ditto 

ditto . - . 

ditto ... 

ditto ... 

ditto ... 

ditto ... 

ditto ... 

- - to purchase and alter the 
workhouse. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

ditto 

- - towards the purchase of 
two cottages for the parish, 
to purchase six cottages 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Lut- 
terworth. 

- - to purchase houses for the 
use of the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bar- 
row-upon-Spar. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bar- 
row-upon-Soar. 

- - to pay o£f a debt originally 
charged on property pur- 
chased by the parish. 

- - to purchase houses for the 
parish. 



to build a poor-house 



£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. S. d. 

420 - - 

233 6 4 

38 16 10 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. S, d. 



100 - - 



When 
paid. 



1839. 

1841 
1840 
1840. 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



holder, Mr. John Mitchell, 
holder, John Sarson. 



28 18 6 



- holder, W. Bladon ; al- 
leged to be liable, R. S. Spencer, John 
Famell and Thomas Stevenson. 
- I - - holders, John and Thos. 
Shipman ; alleged to be liable, John (Jobley, Thomas Blankley, B. 
Levesley, F. Sumner, J. Bampton, G. Jackson, J. Rippin, W. Alder- 
man, A. Shipman, H. Barke, William Smith and William Hilton. 

Thomas Higginson. 

- - the executors of John 
Orton. 

- - the executors of John 
Farmer, 
the executors of Wm. May. 

- - the executrix of Joseph 
Brown. 

William Harper. 
John Pegg. 
William Bailey. 

- - the executrix of Thomas 
Pongher. 
John Atkins. 

- - the executors of Thomas 
Franks. 



17 I 


- 


6 15 


- 


28 7 


_ 


28 10 


6 


17 1 


». 


6 15 


- 


11 17 


6 


4 15 


- 


5 10 


6 


16 4 


4 



254 - - 



86 4 5 
58 9 - 



13 6 7 



200 - - 



112 7 - 



100 - - 



60 - - 



4,205 18 8 



21 - - 



616 16 3 



1840 

1840 

1840 

1840 
1840 

1840 
1840 
1840 
1840 

1840 

1840 
1830. 



1838. 
1841. 



1839. 



1841 



1841. 



1841. 



1838. 



- - holder, John Watson ; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Harrison Fox and four 
other inhabitants. 

- - holders, the minister and 
churchwardens. 



- - holder, Mr. Edward 
Gotten. 



holders, the executors of 

the late Mr. Illsley. 



- - holder, as to 22 /., Mr. 
Moon ; holder, as to 86/., 
Mrs. Allsop. 



- - claimants, Mary Ward, 
William Rowell and Wil- 
liam Henson. 
holder, James Gilbert. 



^4. 



G 2 
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. RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST- THE 



LINCOLN. 



PARISH. 



Bardney - - . 
Barkston - - - 
Barrowby - - - 

Bourn - - - 

Burton-on-Stather 

Barringham 

Cajthorpe 

Caistor - - - 

Ditto - 
Ditto - 

Clajpole - - - 

Doddington 

Epworth - - - 
Foston - - • 

Fulbeck - 

George, St. (Stamford) 



Ditto - 
Grimoldby 
Hackthome 



Ditto - 

Healing 

Hibaldstow 
Hougham - 

Ditto - 
Ditto - 

Keal, East 

Kelsej, South - 

Kelsej, North - 

Mareham-le-Fen 
Marston - 

Marton 

St. Michael 

Pilham 

Scartho 
Sootter 



UNION. 



Lincoln 
Newark 
Grantham 

Bourn 
Glanford Brigg 

- ditto 
Newark 
Caistor 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Newark 

- ditto 

Thome 
Newark 

- ditto 
Stamford 



- ditto 
Louth - 
Lincoln 



- ditto 

Caistor 

Glanford Brigg 
Newark 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Spilsbj 
Caistor 

- ditto 

Homcastle - 
Newark 

Grainsborough 

Stamford 

Gainsborough 

Caistor 
Gainsborough 



Amount of Debt 

claimed agminst the 

Poor Ratal at 

the time of the patiing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Auguit 1834. 



£. 5. d. 

16 - - 

150 - - 

180 - - 

230 - - 

100 - - 

31 5 - 

250 - - 

100 - - 

100 - - 

SO - - 

150 - - 

60 - - 

100 - - 

100 - - 

100 - - 

160 - - 



60 - 

200 - 

SO - 



68 - - 

50 - - 

57 10 4 
100 - - 

40 - - 
40 - - 

100 - - 

280 8 4 

18 11 11 

40 - - 
150 - - 

208 6 - 

- - a life annuity 
of 15/. a year. 
34 - - 



65 15 - 



160 18 6 



Whether lecured by [ 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Le^ Charge 

on the Poor Ratef. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 
by bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bond 
- ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 
by bonds 



Whether 

secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Chaige on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note ... 

- - by bond given by the 
parish officers and others. 



by note 



by note 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by bond given by the 
churchwardens and others 
in 1810. 

by ditto in 1823 - 
by a mortgage 

- - by note given by some 
of the inhabitants in 1825. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



by note - - . 
by bond - . - 

- - by bills given by the 
parish officers and others 
in 1822. 

- - by note given in 1816 
by the parish officers and 
others.. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 
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- - - 


LINCOLN. 




Coniideration 


Pnrpoiefor 


IF PAID 


, HOW, AND WHEN. 






Paidont 
of the Produce 


Paid out of 




If not paid. 




of 




of the 


the Poor Ratet 


When 


Namei of the Holder and Names 




the Debt. 


which Debt iocurrad. 


Saleof P»rochi«l 

or Incorporatkm 

Property. 


or 
other Sources. 


paid. 


of the Parties liaUe. 








£. S. d. 


£. 5. d. 








charity money - 


- - applied to repair premises 
belonging to the parish. 












money lent 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


100 - - 


60 - - 


1838. 






charity money lent 


- - to convert premises into a 
workhouse, and subsequently 
to repair and enlarge the house. 


103 - - 




1839. 






- - charity money 


- - in aid of the poor rates, and 












lent in 1810. 


to defray law expenses. 












money lent 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Winterton. 


80 18 6} 


19 1 6i 


1840. 






- ditto - 


- - towards building Sunday- 
school and vestry-room. 


31 6 - 


... 


1841. 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


176 4J 


74 10 7J 


1838-9. 






- ditto - 


- -towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Caistor - 












- ditto - 


- ditto - - . . 


167 9 4 


... 


1840. 






- ditto - 


- - to pay a balance due to the 
overseers - - - - 












- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypoje. 


160 - - 


. 


1837. 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole.^ 


... 


20 - - 


1838-9 


holder, Mr. William Bemrose. 




- ditto . 


to build cottages for the parish* 


80 19 - 


... 


1840. 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


01 1 3| 


8 18 8^ 


1888. 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


100 - - 


... 


1839. 






. ditto - 


to defray law expenses 


... 


160 - - 








. ditto * 


towards the erection of a gaol 




60 - - 








. ditto 


to build three houses for the poor 
- - to discharge a debt origi- 








holder Mr Hill 




- ditto - 


' 


80 - - 


. 


. - holder, Mr. Wilkinson j al- 






nally incurred in building a 








leged tobeliable,M.Frankish, 






school-house, and repairs, for 








R. Sykes, Thos. Kenishall, J. 






the education of the poor. 








Wallis and Reuben Woodall. 




• ditto 


liittn .... 






^ ^ 


. . ciAjiTiAnf'ii ^fin rAnfVMAni'A. 






— U1I»M# • • • • 








vAluUlcUIUS, huts iVUItMWUUk— 

tivesof thelate John Bratton. 




- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 


... 


... 


- 


holder, John lies. 




IfllXr ATTkAnSAfl • 


late incorporation of Caistor. 




67 19 4 


1837,8,40 






law cjki/vuoco " 










money lent 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


• - • 


- - - 


" 


holder, Sarah Collingwood. 




. ditto - 


- ditto .... 


40 - - 


... 


1838. 






- ditto - 


- - to build houses for the use 
of the poor. 


20 6 m 


. 


1888 


holder, William Dobby. 




. ditto - 


for emigration purposes 


... 


100 - - 








- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Caistor. 


88 13 - 


. 


1840 


- - claimant, George Skip- 
worth, esq. 




- ditto - 


. /liHrk .... 


... 






_ _ n/\l4l<i«>a ^n<& A'^«kym^.«^«ia «vv 




• UlbHI - - - - 




... 


* " 


- - noiaers, rne executors 01 














the late Marmaduke Dixon. 




- ditto* . 


to build a workhouse - 


... 


40 - - 


1889,40,1 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 


... 


60 - - 


- 


holder, Thomas Dring. 




- ditto - 


- - towards the purchase of 
houses for the parish. 


293 6 - 


. . - 


1840. 






160/. money lent 


- - to purchase the parish 


- dropped 


1840. 








workhouse. 












money lent 


- - to build a cottage for the 


... 


... 


- 


- - holder, Thomas Newmarsh : 






use of the parish. 




alleged to beliable, William Hackney, Richard 
Parker, Thomas Musgrave, W. Welfit, John 


















Harpham and Thomas Renby. 




- ditto . 


• - towards the workhouse at 
Griwisby. 








- - holder, the Right Honour- 
able ChariesTennyson D'Eyn- 
court 




- ditto . 


to build a workhouse - 


169 13 6 


- - - 


1840. 






84. 




3 
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RETURN 01? DEBtS, LtAftlLITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAHTST THE 



L I N C O L "S— continued. 



PARISH. 



Sedgebrook 

SpridliDgton 
Syston 

Tealby - 

Tetford - 
Uffington - 

Wellingore 
West Torrington 
Wootton - 



UNION. 



Newark 

Lincoln 
Newark 

Caistor 

Horncastle - 
Stamford 

Sleaford 
Horncastle * 
Glanford Brigg 

Annuities 



£. 
£. 



Amount of Delit 

claimed against the 

Poor Hates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendmeni Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. *. d. 
250 - - 

144 7 2 
65 17 6 

250 - - 

loG - 8 

- - a life annuity 
of 28/. a year. 

20 - - 

22 6 8 

200 - - 



4,712 11 1 



43 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bund or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Wheihcr 
secured b; Note or Bi 

C»ven bj 
Parish Officers or otWi 
oil behalf 01 the Pubh, 
not being a legal Cku^* a 
the Poor Raies. 



- - and by a note girs 
by the parish officea 

* ditto . . 



by note - - -i 

I 

- •> by bond given bjtiK I 

parishioners io Testn. ■ 



- - by note gi?en bytk 
parish officers. 

ditto - • 



MIDDLESEX. 



St. Andrew, Uolborn, 
above Bars, and St. 
George the Martyr. 



St. Ann, Blackfriars • 



St. Ann, Limehouse - 



Ashford * • - 

Bethnal Green • 

St. Botolph, without 
Bishopsgate. 

Chiswick - - . 

West Drayton - 

Edmonton 

Heston - . . 

Hnrlincrtnn 



Holbom 



City of London 



Stepney 



Staines 



East London 

Brentford - 
Uxbridge 
Edmonton - 

Brentford - 
RtAines 



- - a life annuity 
of 50 /. 

a life annuity of 
300/. 
1,800 - - 

- - an annuity of 
20 /. a year. 

13,000 - - 



180 - - 



- - annuity of 
280/., for the life 
of the grantee, 
aged 56. 

- • - annuities 
amounting to 93/. 
a year. 

377 12 8 

232 18 - 

- - an annuity of 135!. 
a year, payable to 
Emily Herbert during 
the life of Susannah 
Nash. 

200 - - 



- - secured under a local 
Act. 

- ditto - 



ditto 



- ^ by grants of annuities 
and mortgages, under an 
Act of Parliament for 
rebuilding the work- 
house, 54 Geo. 3, c. 194. 



- - by bond, under local 
Act, 53 Geo. 3, c. 113. 



- - by bonds, under a 
local Act. 



- - by charge on the 
poor-rates. 



stock - 



- - by bond given byibe 
parish officers, by onkr 
of vestry. 



. I 



- - by note and cnlijir 
parish books. 



- by minutes in the fe»- j 
try books. 

- - by note given by the 
parbh officers. ' 



by bond given in 1786' 
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L I N C O L 'N ^continued. 



CoDtideration 

of 

tite Debt. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



money lent 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - 300/., money 
lent. 

charity money - 

money lent 

ditto - 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



When 
paid. 



• • towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Clay- 
pole. 

to build a parish school 

- • towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Clay- 
pole. 

- towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Caistor. 

- • to enlarge the union work- 
house. 

• - to discharge a debt ori- 
ginally incurred in building a 
workhouse. 

- - applied towards building 
parish premises. 

- towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Caistor, 
to build four cottages - 



Annuity dropped 



136 3 " 



106 - 8 



20 - - 

22 6 8 

167 la 5 



£. s. d. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Namet 

of the Parlies liable. 



^5 17 6 



^^50 3 -i 736 7 74 



1836 



1839 



1839 
1840 
1841 



15 - - 



- . holder, Mr. Ostler, so- 
licitor, Grantham. 



- • holders:— as to 100/., 
Mr. Melton; as to 50/., 
Mr. Overton; as to 50/., 
Mr. Newbolt; as to 50/., 
Mr. Kneave. 

- - holder, John Barnett» 
the annuitant, aged 57 years; 
alleged to be liable. Sir J. 
Trollope, and four others. 



MIDDLESEX. 



500 1 



3,000/. 

money lent 
money lent 



money lent 



- • money lent in 
1833. 

3,500 /. • - 



money lent 



. . charity money 

lent. 

money lent 

1,200/. - 



- • charity money 
lent. 

medical attendance 

- - 3»05o/., mo- 
ney lent. 



- - to purchase small house, 
in order to enlarge the work- 
house. 

- • to build a new wing to the 
old workhouse. 

in aid of the poor-rates 



to rebuild the workhouse 



to build poorhouses 



- - to pay for the workhouse 
supplies, in meat, flour, &c., 
at a period of great distress 
in the parish, 
to build a workhouse - 



to enlarge the workhouse - 

to build a workhouse - 

- - to enlarge the workhouse, 
and to fit up the same. 



to build a workhouse - 
to discharge bond debts 



377 12 8 
222 18 - 



dropped 



dropped 

1,800 - - 
discharged. 



1,600 - - 



44 9 - 



1839 

1841 
1839 

1839,40 



1839 
1838 



1836 



- - holders. Sir J. Woolraore'a 
executors, Looisa George, George 
Gibson, John fiarrfWilliaro Spen- 
cer, Tboroas Bailey, Nathaniel 
Allen, George Parker, Fowler 
Newsome, Elizabeth Baker, and 
William Joseph Parrott. 

- - claimants^ Thomas Den- 
ton, esq., John Irving, the 
Rev. C. M. Mount. 

- - holder, Sarah Knight^ 
the annuitant. 



holder, Mrs, Emily Her- 



bert. 



• • holders, the vicar and 
overseers. 



G4 



- - annuitants, Wm. Binns, 
Mary Binns, Elizabeth Kil- 
bum, Catherine Lording, 
and Benjamin Z. Parkes. 

{continued,^ 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



M I D D L E S £ X^^ontinued. 



PARISH. 



Isleworth - - . 
St John, Haropstead - 

St. John, Wappiog 
St. Marylebone - 



St. Mary, hlington 



Paddiogton 

Katclifie - 
Sunbuiy • 
TeddiDgton 
Twickenham 
Whitechapel 

Whitefriars 



UNION. 



Brentford 
Edmonton 

Stepney 



Kensington • 

Stepney 
Staines 
Kingston 
Brentford - 
Whitechapel 

4City of London 
Annuities • 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Kates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act» 

14th August l&M. 



£. S. d. 

437 16 - 

annuities 
amounting to 
150/. per annum, 
determinable in 
the year 1 900. 
1,149 - - 

24,700 - - 



annuities 
amounting to 
134/. lOf. ayear, 
payable during 
the lives of the 
grantees. 

2,163 13 11 



3,500 - - 

500 - - 

300 - - 

200 - - \ 
100 - - f 
- • an annuity of 
175/. 13^. a year. 

9 15 - 



Whether secured bj 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



- - by cbarge on the 
poor rates. 

- - charged on the poor 
rates, under a local Act. 



- - by grant of annuity, 
under a local Act. 

- - by assignments of the 
poor rates, under a local 
Act. 



Whetber 
Mcored bjNoiewEQ j 

giteo bj 
Parish Oificen or Mks 
onbehilfofibePari^ 
not being a legal Chm a 
tbePeofBitei 



- • by assignments of the 
poor rates, under a local 
Act. 



- - by bond, under a 
local Act. 

- - by bonds, under the 
59 Geo. 3, c. 12. 



- - by a bond, under 59 
Geo. 3, c. 12. 



48,875 4 7 



1,671 2 - 



- - secured imder local 
Act, 46 Geo. 3, c. 89. 



- - by an entiy 
yestry-book. 



IDt^ 



MONMOUTH. 



Aberystwith 

Uantilio Perlholey 
Matlierne • 
Shire-Newton - 

Ditto 
Ditto 



Abergavenny 

Abergavenny 
Chepstow 
Chepstow - 

- ditto 

- ditto 



200 - - 

48 7 - 

124 7 2 

63 - - 

200 - - 

200 - - 



835 14 2 



by Gilbert's bonds 
- ditto 



by note 
by note 



. - by note given bjD.j 
Coruther, esq., -B**) 
lis, esq. 



NORFOLK. 



Alby 

Bale- 

Pee8ton*cum*Bittering 



Aylsham 

Walsingham 

Mitford and Laun- 
ditch. 



90 - - 

98 . . 

200 - - 



- - by a note given 1?, 
the parish officctB. 
--byadepo8itoftitl^ 

deeds. 

• - by notegiv^bjtW; 



t^L ^o:- 
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MIDDLESE X^^^cotUinued. 



Consideraiiou 

of 
. the Debt. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporatioo 

Propfrty. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out of 
the Foot Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



money lent 

- 3,000 /., money 
lent. 



money lent 
« ditto - 



to build a workhouse 



£. s. d. 



- - towards building a work- 
house. 



- - to purchase laud and 
buiid a workhouse. 

- - to build a court-house, 
and to enlarge the workhouse. 



2,000 /• 



money lent 



- ditto - 

- -'charity money 
applied, 
money lent 

- - charity money 
lent. 

1,600/. 



to enlarge the workhouse 



law expenses 



- - apportionment for the ge- 
neral purposes of the local 
Act. 
to buiid a workhouse - 

to build a workhouse • 

to enlarge the workhouse - 

towards building a workhouse 

• • to build a new infirmary, 
and to repair and enlarge the 
workhouse. 



300 - - 



£. 8. d* 
427 16 - 



6,7. 



157 15 - 
6,000 - - 



- - holders, Hannah Hoare, 
Mary Anne Hoi ford. Rev. 
Joseph Bliss, Mary Watson, 
and J. A. Wigan. 



- holders, Benjamin Baker, 
Godfrey Fitter, Geo. Mus- 
grave, David Nicols, Wind- 
sor town-clerk, Prescott 
town-clerk, Thomas Nor- 
lor. Palladium Assurance 
Company, and Samuel 
Jones Lloyd. 

- - holders, William Rose 
Rose, esq., and Elizabeth 
Watson, the annuitants. 



500 
3,500 



9 15 - 



900 10 8 14,039 15 - 



Annuities dropped - £. 



370 - - 



1841 



1839 



1840 



- - holders. Miss Jenks^ 
Miss £. Hopkinson, Miss 
H. Hopkmson, and the ex- 
ecutors of Mr. Jaumards. 



- holders, Mary Beresford, 
Margaret Forsham, and 
John Day ; liable, the trus- 
tees under the local Act. 



- MONMOUTH. 



money lent 

. ditto - 

- dittu - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



to build a workhouse 



to build cottages for the parish 

to build a poorhouse - 

- - ditto - . * 



- - ditto - - . 

- - to rebuild the poorhouse, 
after it had been destroyed 
by fire. £, 



48 7 - 
127 7 2 



175 H 2 



1840 
1841 



- - holders, Messrs. J. & C. 
Bailey. 



- - holder, the rector of the 

parish. 

holder, Edward Herbert, 

holder, James Proctor, esq. 



NORFOLK. 



money lent 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto • 

84. 



to repiair parish houses 



- - towards the purchase of a 
poorhouse. 

for emigration purposes 

- to build a poorhouse, 1786, 
for the united parishes. 



150 - - 



H 



98 
300 



1841 
1836-7 
1839 



- - holder, Robert Copeman, 
esq. 
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RETURN OP DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAOEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



N O R F O L K— ron/ifli/erf 







Amount of Debt 




Whether 








claimed against the 


Whether secured by 


secured bj Note or Bill 




PARISH. 


UNION. 


Poor Rates at 
the time of the passing 


Gilbert's Bond or other 


given by 
Parish Officers or others 








the Poor Law 


Legal Charge 


on behalf of the Parish, 








Amendment Act, 
14th August 1834. 


on the Poor Rates. 


not being a legal Chaige on 
the Poor Rates. 








£. 5. d. 








Brinton and Meton 


. . • • 


700 - - 


by Gilbert's bonds 






Constable. 












Burston ... 


Depwade 


50 - - 




by note - - - 




Catton . - - 


St. Faith's - 


290 - - 




by note given by the 
parish officers. 




Cawston - - - 


Aylsham 


270 - - 




- - by deed executed by 
the parish officers and 
others. 




Clenchwarton - 


Wisbeach - 


300 - - 




by note - . - 




Edgefield - 


Erpingham - 


600 - - 


by Gilbert's bonds 






St. Faith*8 Incorpora- 












tion: 












Catton 












Coltishall - 












Crostwick - 












Drayton 












Felthorpe - 












•Hainford - - . 
Horsford 

Horsham, St. Faith's 
Newton, St. Faith's 


St. Faith - 


950 - - 


- Gilbert's bonds, charged 










on the rates of all the 
parishes. 






Backheath • 












Salhouse 












Spixworth - 




• 








Sprowston - 












Taverham • 

• 












Fakenham 


Walsiogham - 


1,500 - - 


by Gilbert's bonds 






Ashby with Oby 












Billockby 












Burgh - - ^ 












Caistor - 












Chippesby 












Filby - 




* 








Kemesby 












Martham 












Mantby ... 












Ormesby,St. Margaret 


- - Fleggi East and 


1,000 - - 


- - by a charge on the 






Ormesby, St. Michael 


Westjncorporation. 




poor rates, under a local 






Kepps - - . 






Act, 






Rollesby 












Ranham . - - 












Somerton, East 












Soroerton, West 












Stokesby 












Tlirigby - 












Thirne - 












Winterton 












Barford - - -n 












Bumham Broom 












Bawburgh 












Bowthorp 












Brandon Par^a 


- - Forehoe Incor- 


- - 550/. per ann., 


- - charged on the poor 






Carlton Forehoe 


poration. 


being the interest 


rates, under a local Act. 






CoUon . - . 




of 11,000/. ad- 








Costessey 




vanced by way of 








Coston - 




tontine. 
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N O R F O L K—continued. 



Consideration 
of 
the Debt. 



money lent 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto - 
ditto - 



ditto - 



. ditto - 



ditto 



• 1 1 ,000 1,9 money 
lent. 



84. 



Purpose for 
wbich Debt incurred. 



- - to build a workhouse for 
the united parishes. 



for emigration purposes 

- - to hire land to employ the 

poor upon. 

to build a workhouse - 



to build a house for paupers 

• - to build and furnish the 
parish workhouse. 



- - to build, 6t up, and fur- 
nish a poorhouse. 



to build a workhouse 



ditto - 



- - to purchase land and 
build a workhouse for the 
incorporation. 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid oni 

of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



*. d. 



900 - - 



Paid out of 
tho Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



s. d. 



190 - - 



50 - - 



650 - - 



400 - - 



When 
paid. 



1841 



1841 



H 2 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holders : — as to 50 L, The Holt 
Friendly Society ; as to 300 /., D. 
Turner's executors; as to 50/, 
Elizabeth StandUng; as to 50/., 
W. Brereton's executors; as to 
300 Lt H. Newell ; and as to 50 /. 
Lord Hastings. 

holder, Wm. Everett, esq. 

- - claimants: — as to 100 L, the 
rector and churchwardens, as trus- 
tees ; as to 30 /., the overseers and 
churchwardens, as trustees ; as to 
30 /., W. E. L. Bulwer ; as to 40/., 
Edw. Atthill; as to 30/., John 

Bond ; as to 30 1, Hodgson ; 

as to 30/., Mr. Churchill; as to 
«0/., Austin. 

- holder, Charles Good- 
win» esq. 

- holders:— as to 300 1., Mr. 
James Hook ; as to 200 /., 
Mrs. Manr Wright ; and as 
to 50/., Mrs. Mary Smith. 



- - holders, the executors of 
the late Benjamin Barber. 



- • holders, Messrs. Guerney 
Sc Co., bankers, Fakenham. 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



N O R F O L K^-^cuniinued. 



PARISH. 



Crownthorpe - 
Deopham 
Easton - 
Hackford 
Hingham 
Kimberley 
Marlingford 
Morley, St. Botolph 
Morley, St. Peter 
Kunhall - 
Welborne 
Wicklewood - 
Wramplingham 
Wymondham - 
Framingbam Pigot 

Harling, East - 
Heydon - - « 
Hindolveston 

Holt 

South LyDDy All Saints 

Melton Paryal - 
Melton Magna - 

RuDcton, South 
SheUanger 



Starston - 

Stoke Ferry 

Swardeston 
Little Walsingham 



Wiggenhall, St. Mary 
the Virgin. 



UNION. 



Forehoe Incorpora- 
tion. ~-co»/iirtie(/. 



Henstead 

Guiltcross •• 
Aylsham 

- Ditto 

Erpingham -< 
King's Lynn 

Henstead 

- Ditto 

Downham 
Guiltcross - 



Depwade 

Downham • 

Henstead < 
Walsingham 

Downham • 



Annuities 



Amoimt of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor lUtes at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Anieiidioent Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. S. d. 



' - 550 /. per an- 
num, being the 
interest of 11,000/. 
advanced by way 
of tontine. 



5^ ^ - 



100 - - 

150 - - 

180 - - 

545 15 4 

106 5 - 

120 - - 

aoo - - 



57 5 

160 - 



350 - - 

105 3 - 

46 - - 

230 - - 

12 - - 



9,012 14 4 



550 - - 



Wliether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor llatet. 



- - charged on the poor 
rates; under a local Act. 



by Gilbert's bonds 
- ditto - 



- - by a charge under a 
local Act. 



- - by bond, under the 59 
Geo. 3, c. 12. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by a mortgage on the 

parish property. 

by diito . - - 



by articles of agreement 



by bond - . - 
- - by a mortgage on the 
workhouse of tiie parish. 



- - by a bond given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 

by mortgage 

- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 



NORTHAMPTON. 



Abthorpe - - - 

Blakesley - - - 

Lower Boddington 
Ditto . . - 

Brackley, St. James - 

Long Buckby - 

Cottingham 

Culworth - - - 



Towcester 

- Ditto 

Banbury 

- Ditto 

Brackley 
Daventry 

Kettering 
Brackley 



400 - - 

259 7 6 

140 - - 

155 - - 

53 16 - 

152 - - 

61 5 - 

270 3 - 



- - by a mortgage op the 
parish poorhouse. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

by bond - - - 
by deposit of title-deeds 

by bond - - - 

- - by bond given by the 
overseers. 



by note 
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N O R F L K^continued. 



G)nsideration 

of 

UMDebt. 



--11,000/., mo- 
ney lent. 



money lent 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 
- ditto - 

law expenses - 



Purpose for 
trbicb Debt incuk red. 



• - to purchase land, and 
build a workhouse for the 
incorporation. 



- - to purchase the mort- 
gaged property. 

• - ditto - - - 

to enlarge the workhouse • 

- - to purchase premises to be 
converted into a workhouse, 
to build a workhouse - 

- - ditto . . . 



ditto 
ditto 



to build a poorhouse - 
to purchase a workhouse 



to build a workhouse - 
- - ditto 



to build a poorhouse 

• - in aid of the poor rates, 
and to defray the cost of va- 
luation. 

• - in an appeal against the 
poor-rate assessment. 

£. 



IF PAID. HOW, AND WHEN. 



' Paid oot 
of the Produce 

of tlic 

Safe of Parochial 

or kncbrporation 

Property. , 



£• s. d. 



53 6 - 

100 - - 
135 - - 



545 ^5 4 
106 5 - 



67 5 - 



46 - . 



2p82 11 4 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 8. d. 



25 - - 



120 - - 



aoo - - 



330 - - 



2,163 - 



When 
paid. 



»839 

1838 
1839 



1841 
1839 

J 837, 9 
1838 



1836,9, 
40. 



1839 

1838, 9, 

40. 



If not paid, 

Nantes of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holders : — rs to 100 /., Sir E. 
Lacon ; as to 80/., G. C. Watson. 



holder, Jo. Cooke. 



holder, Mr. Jo. Cutting. 



holder, Elizabeth Isaac. 



*> - holder, Anthony £lhe« 
ridge, jun. 



claimant, J. Clatten, esq, 



NORTHAMPTON. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



to build a poorhouse - 
to purchase a poorhouse 



to build parish cottages 

- - to purchase and build pa- 
rish cottages. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

•^ - to build a corn-mill for the 

employment of the surplus 

labourers. 

• - to repair and rebuild pa- 



324 - - 

259 7 6 



53 15 - 
16« - - 

61 5 - 



1839 
1839 



1841 
1839 

1838 



holder, Mrs. Griffin. 

- - holder, the Rev. Thos. 

Golightly. 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



N O R T H A M P T O "S -continued. 



PARISH. 



Desborough 
East Fariidoii 

Greatworth 



Haddon, Cast - 
Harpole - 
Ditto . 
Harrowden, Little 
Hollowell - 
Kettering - 

Lilbourne - 



Marston, St. Lawrence 

Middleton 
Middleton Cheney 



Ditto - 



Ditto - 



Middleton Mabzor 



Paulerspury 

Pvtrhlftv • 



UNION. 



Kettering 

Market Harborough 

Brackley 



Brixworth - 

Northampton 

- Ditto 

Wellingborough 

Brixworth 

Kettering 

Rugby 



Brackley 

Kettering 
Banbury 



Ditto 



- Ditto 



Hardingstone 



Potterspury - 
Ketterina 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. S, d. 

6i 17 7 
71 13 6 



270 



115 - 
52 10 

135 - 

100 - 

140 - 

50 - 



200 



140 14 2 

70 - - 
350 - - 



480 - - 



100 - - 



310 - - 

169 6 - 
loo - - 



Whether secured hy 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured bjr Note Of Ba 

glTCO bj 

Parish Officers or othm 
on behalf of ibePamb, 
not being a legsl Charge « 
the Poor Rata. 



by bond - - . 
- - by notes giyen by tke 
parish officers, 
by note - - . 



by note - * • 

- - by deposit of titk. ; 
deeds. 

- - by entries in tbe 
vestry books. 

- - by note given bj tbe 
parish officers - • 

- ditto • • 1 

- ditto - - • 



by note 



- - by note given by the 
principal rate-payers. 



by note 



ditto 



ditto 



ditto 



by bonds - " ' 
.-hvhondffivenbytw 
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NORTHAMPTO ^—continued. 



Coosjderatiun 

of 

the Debt. 



itioney lent 

- ditto - 

- - money paid on 
account of the 
parish. 

money lent 

- ditto - 

--charity money 

lent. 

money lent 

- ditto - 
• ditto - 



money lent 



- ditto - 

law expenses 
money lent 



- ditto 



- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



84. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



Paid out 

of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or IncorporaiioD 

Property. 



to repair parish houses 
to purchase houses 

• - in liquidation of a debt 
originally incurred in pur- 
chasing and building cottages 
for the parish. 

- - towards the purchase of 
cottages for the parish, 
--to purchase a house for 
the parish. 

- - to purchase the pa rish 
workhouse. 

- - to build cottages for the 
parish. 

- - for the purchase of cot- 
tages for the parish. 

in aid of the poor rates 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



to purchase parish cottages 



ditto 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



- - to purchase premises to 
be used as a poorhouse. 

to build a workhouse - 
to build cottages 

- - to build four houses for 
the poor. 

to purchase cottages - 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



£. s. d. 
61 17 7 
71 13 ^ 



115 - - 

52 10 - 

100 - - 

61 1 8 



140 14 *i 



310 - 
169 6 



«6o - - 
43 2 4 



H4 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other sources. 



£, s. d. 



30 - - 



70 



When 
paid. 



1840 
1839 



1840 
183^ 

1839 
1841 



1841 
J 839 



100 - - 



100 - - 



1839 

1839 
1836 

1839 

1841 
1841 



If not Paid, 
Names of the Holder and Names 
of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, Mr. G. Wallls ; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Robinson and Thomas 
Manning. 

- - holders, Messrs. Butlin 
and son ; alleged to be lia- 
ble, Thomas Dunn, John 
Beaseley, \Vm. Hawkins, 
J. Vann, Wm. Luck, Jos. 
Jenaway, J. A. Arnold, J. 
Gilbert, Thos. Smith, and 
Thumas Dunn, jun. 



- - holder, Thos. Harbage ; 
alleged to be liable, Richd. 
Wise's executors, William 
Wise's executors, Richard 
Penn, John Simmons, Jno. 
Golby, and Thos. Golby. 



- - holders, Messrs. Gillett 
and Tawney ; alleged to be 
liable, A. Wrightson, J. 
Simmons, G. Austin, S. 
Hall, W.Dickins, R. Tay. 
lor, W. Tompkins, R. Wil- 
liams, Charles Brick well, 
R. Wise's executors, J. 
Jones, J. Golby, T. Sum- 
merfield, and W. Wise's 
executors. 

- - holders, Messrs. Gillett 
and Tawney ; alleged to be 
liable, J. Simmons, T. 
Golding, R. Wise's execu- 
tors, William Wise's execu- 
tors, C.Brickwell, J.Golby, 
R. Taylor, J. Jones, T. 
Summerfield, W. Tomp- 
kins, J. Mawle, W. Dickins. 
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RKTUHN OF {XEBTS, L1A9ILITIES ANQ ENCAGEVESTS. CI.AIMED AGAINST THE 





NORTHAMtPTON- 


-coniiHued. 






PARISH. 


UNION. 


• Amount of Debt 
claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 


Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 


Whether 
secured b^ Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf 01 the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rales. 




Sulgrave • - - 

Wargrave 
Warkworth 

Weedon Beck - 

Great Weldon - 
Weston, by Welland - 

Wood End 
Woodford 


Brack ley 

Brixworth • 
Baabury 

Daventry 

Oundle 

Market Harboro' - 

Towcester - 

Daventry - 

£. 


£, «.. d. 
5$ ' - 

20 - - 
350 - - 

OOO - - 

57 2 - 
100 - - 

260 - - 
150 - - 




by note - - r 

by npte . . - 
• - by mortgage on pa- 
rish property made in 
1801^. 

- - t)y note given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 

- - by note given by the 
parishioners. 

- - by note given by the. 
parish officers. 

- ditto 


1 
1 




6,002 16 1 








1 

r 



NORTHUMBERLAND. 



Callaley and YetHog- 

ton. 

Henshaw - - - 

Knaresdale 

Rothbury - - . 

Ditto - . . 



Rothbury 
Haltwhistle 

- Ditto 
Rothbury 

- Ditto 



127 9 4 

14 - - 

44 - - 

300 - - 

40 - - 



525 9 4 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by bond, and deposit 
of title-deeds of the 
parish workhouse. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers* 



NOTTINGHAM. 



Annesley • 
Arnold 

Ditto 

Awkley - 
Balderton 

Basford 



Ditto 
Bathley 



Beeston 



Bai^ord 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 
I)oncaster « 
Newark 

Bafford 



- Ditto 1 
Soi^thwell ^ 



Basford 



100 - - 

300 - -. 

17 - - 

10 - - 

600 - - 

30P - - 



50 
80 



150 - - 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- ditto 



by notes 



by note 



by note 
by note 



- - by note given by the 
overseers, and some of 
the inhabitants. 
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N O R T H A MFT ON— continued. 



Coa^deration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



ditto 
ditto 



Purpose for 
which Debt iacunred. 



- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 



ditto 



ditto . 
ditto - 

ditto - 



ditto 



to purchase a fire-engine 

- - towards the purchase of a 
poorhouse. 

- - to pay cost of valuing the 
parish, and of defending an 
appeal against an assessment, 
for the purposes of emigration 
to purcnase poorhouses 

ditto 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Smie of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



S. d. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



to purchase cottages 



350 - - 



£• . s. d. 



20 - - 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



100 - - 



150 - - 



£. 



2,835 12 9 



57 2 - 



377 2 -. 



1836 



1835-6 
1839 



- - holders, Messrs. Gillett 
and Tawney ; alleged to 
be liable, Corbett VVhitton, 
John Letts, and the execu- 
tors of the late J. Whitton. 



holder, W. Watkins, esq. 



1837 



- - holders, Robert Warr, 
James Lovell, and the ex- 
ecutors of the late Jo. 
Horton. 



NORTHUMBERLAND. 



money lent 
law expenses 
money lent. 

- diUo 

- ditto . 



for the purposes of emigration 

- - incurred in reference to 
the settlement of a pauper, 
for the purposes of emigration 

to purchase the workhouse - 



- - for the general purposes 
of the parish. 

£. 



300 - - 



300 - - 



127 9 4 

14 - - 

44 - - 

25 11 6 



1836 



1838 



211 - 10 






• - holder, Mary Wilson; 
alleged to be liable, T.Pope, 
M. Foster, and G. Humble. 



NOTTINGHAM. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- -charity money lent 
bjlhe churchwardens. 

- - charity money 
money lent 

- ditto - 
ditto - 



- towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Basford. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation oi Bas 
ford. 



ditto 



not known 



- - towards building the work- 
house of the late incorporation 
of Claypole. 

- - towards building the work- 
house of the late incorporation 
of Basford. 

ditto 



349 12 - 



44 10 8 



- - holders:— as to loo/., 
Mrs, Sherbrook ; as to loo/., 
Mrs. Oates; as to looZ., 
J. and T. Bishop. 
- - claimant, the churchwar- 
dens. 

- clalmante, the township 
of Fmnmgley. 
1837 \ --holder, Mr. Parker, of 
Newsork. 

hoVdeT, Samuel SbfiT^, 



I 'V.^AA*.* \JJ^ 



&.oVk«>«^«.« 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



NOTTINGHAM— c(w/mi£e(^ 



PARISH. 



Bilborough 



Bilsthorpe 
Bledworth 
Bramcott - 



Broughton Sulney 

Bulwell • 

Culverton - 
Carlton 
Catton - 

Caunton - 
Caythorpe 

ChilweU . 

Clarborough 

Coddington 
Cossall 

Cromwell - 



Collingham, South 
Creswell Bishop 



Eakring 
Eastwood 



Edingley - 
Edwinstone 



Egmanton - 
Flintham • 
Farndon - 



Gedling 
Greasley 



Gunthorpe 



UNION. 



Basford 



Southwell • 

Mansfield 

Shardlow 



Loughborough 

Basford 

Ditto . 
Ditto - 
Southwell - 



Ditto - 
Ditto - 



Shardlow - 
East Retford 

Newark 
Basford 

Southwell - 

Newark 
Binghai^ 

Southwell - 

Basford 



Southwell 
Ditto - 



Ditto - 

Bingham 

Newark 



Basford 
Ditto - 



Southwell 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor £ite9 at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

I4th August 1834. 



160 - - 

80 - - 

100 - - 

200 - - 

150 - - 



50 - - 

300 - - 

aoo - - 
66-6 
45 - - 



48 1 8 
100 - - 



325 - - 



115 - - 

157 2 6 

82 9 6 

40 16 6 

200 - - 

120 - - 



42 6 - 

120 - - 

123 - - 

47 3 6 

150 - - 



90 - 
260 - 



51 1 7 

51 - - 

150 - - 



26 11 3 
200 - - 



100 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by bonds - 

by Gilbert's bonds 

. ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- ditto 



by legal security 



by bond 
Gilbert's bendt 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or otben 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge 00 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by note given by the 
overseers, and some of 
the inhabitants. 



by note 



by note 
- ditto 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

by note . . - 



by note 



by note 



by note 
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NOTTINGHA M^continued. 



CoDsideratioQ 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 



ditto 



- ditto 



- ditto - 

- - law and medi- 
cal expenses, 
money lent 



ditto - 
ditto - 



- ditto 



. ditto • 
- ditto . 

law expenses 
medicai attendance 
money lent 

• ditto - 



ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto 



- ditto 



charity money lent 
money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

84. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

. - ditto ... 

- - ditto - - . 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shard low. 

in aid of the poor-rates 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 



5. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - ditto - - . 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thargarton. 

- - ditto ... 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

to enlarge parish workhouse 

- - for the general purposes 
of the parish. 



-towards the workhouse of the 
late incorporation of Claypole. 
-to pay compensation ordered 
by the sessions to be paid, for 
damages done to Beeston Mills. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- - ditto . - - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

• - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- • towards tlie workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - ditto . . - 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- - ditto • - . 

- - ditto 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Clay- 
pole. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford, 

- - ditto . - - 



76 10 iij 
159 5 li 



43 9 - 
48 1 8 



115 - - 



50 " ^ 



42 6 - 



120 - - 

65 2 2| 



47 3 6 



29 7 3 



51 1 7 

51 - - 

150 - - 



When 
paid. 



33 9 -i 



66 ^ 6 



82 9 6 
40 16 6 



50 - - 



230 12 9 



1840 
1841 



1840 
1839 

1839 



1839 

1838 
1841 

1839 



1837 
1840 



1839 



1839-40 



1839 
1840 
1837 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, TLos. W. Edge, 
esq.; alleged to be liable 
J. Shepperson, T. Mousley, 
W. Calam, H. Fowle, and J. 
Mousley. 
holder, Mr. Flint, 
holder, S. Sherwin, esq. 



- - holders, Messrs. Smith k, 
Co., bankers ; allied to be 
liable, J. Wilson, W. Brett, 
J. Daykin, W. Brett, W. 
Cross, and W. Brown. 

- - holders : as to 150 /., W. 
Ashton; as to 150/. Ab. 
Seaman. 

- • holders: as to 100^., 
Lady Shirebrooke; as to 
50/., Joseph Potts; and as 
to 50/., Samuel Hallam. 



- - holder, Mrs. Swifi. 

- - holder, Joseph White ; 
alleged to be liable, Wm. 
Haseldine, and four others. 



- - holder, J. Lowe ; alleged 
to be liable, J. Marshall, 
Joshua Mann, G. Brownhill, 
J. Smith, T. Butler, G. 
Howe, G. Smith, H. Carr, 
J. Pilkington, and R. Smith, 
holder, J. Godber. 



holder, Rt. Jackson, esq. 



I 2 



- holder, Jo. Leake ; alleged 
to be liable, John Lealand 
and Thomas Marriott. 

^ (continued)^ 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



N O T T I N GUAM -continued. 



PARISH. 

Hawton - - - 

Holme Pierpoiilt 

Hoveringham - 

Hucknall-under-Huth« 
waite. 

Ditto - 

Hucknall Toskard - 

Kelham - 

Kirkby - 

Ditto - . - 
Kirklington 

Kneesall - 
Lambley - - - 

Laxton - - - 

Leake, East 
Lowdham 



Linby 
Muskham, North 



Norwell - 

OUerton - 

Ossin^ton. 

Ratcliffe-on-Trent 



UNION. 



Rufford - 

Screveton 
Scrooby - 

Shelford - 

Southwell 



Stapleford 
Staunton - 



Newark 

Bingham 

Southwell 

Mansfield 

- Ditto 
Basford 

Southwell 
Basford 



- Ditto 

Southwell 



- Ditto 
Basford 



Southwell 



Loughborough 
Southwell - 



Basford 
Southwell 



- Ditto 

- Ditto 

- Ditto 

Bingham 



. Ditto 



- Ditto 
East Retford 

Bingham 

Southwell - 



Shardlow 



Newark 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Hates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



i*. 8. d. 
200 - - 



40 - - 

100 - - 

30 - - 

62 16 - 

200 - - 

29 - - 

400 - - 



By Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



100 - - 
135 5 7 



63 - - 
270 « - 



140 - - 



150 
108 



100 - 
100 - 



150 - - 

218 15 - 

96 15 - 

«4 10 - 



Gilbert's bonds 



by bonds 



- - by note given by the 
overseers. 

by ditto - - . 
by note - - . 
by bond 



' - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



36 16 - 

120 - - 

63 1 8 

124 - - 



1-50 - - 



80 - - 



by a charge on the rates 



by note 



by note 

- - by notes given by 

the parish officers. 



- - by mortage on the 
parish workhouse. 

- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by notes given by 
some of the parishioners. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers & others* 



by note 



- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by note 
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NOTTINGHA M— continued. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lept 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



ditto 
ditto 



ditto 
ditto 



-- charity- money 
lent. 

money lent 

- ditto 



ditto 
ditto 



ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

law expenses 

- • charity-money 
alleged to have 
been lent; but 
upon investigation. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
of the late incorporation of 
Claypole. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Basford. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- - to discharge cost of main- 
tenan(^e of non-resident pau- 
per. 

- - to purchase a house for 
the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- ditto - . . . 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 

of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rites 

or 
other Sources. 



60 15 



d. 



40 - - 



62 16 - 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- ditto - - - . 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

to purchase a workhouse 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late Basford incorpora- 
tion. 

- ditto - - - - 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- ditto .... 

- ditto - - . - 

- ditto - - - - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Bas- 
ford. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- ditto - , - 

to rebuild parish houses 

- - in cases of appeals against 
orders of removal. 

- - to purchase the site of the 
old workhouse. 

the Commission- 



29 



70 17 11 



63 - - 



108 



£• s» a. 

dO 4 di 



When 
paid. 



1838 



1841 



1840 



ers were of opinion that the claim was 
unfounded. 



56 1 10 



88 18 6 

52 3 3 

47 10 8 

94 10 - 



27 18 2 



47 16 9 



36 16 - 



120 - - 



1840 



1841 



1839 



1840 



1839 



1839 

1839 
1840 
1840 



1840 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



holder, R. Holden, Esq. 



- - holder, William Leeson; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Hau and Benjamin Isaacs. 

- - holder, Mr. Jo. Clarke; 
alleged to be liable, Richard 
Johnson. 



- - holders: — as to 100 ^, Jo. 
Truman; as to 50/., Eliz. 
Aukin; as to 50 /. J. Godber. 



- - holder, Miss C. Hodg- 
kinson. 

holder, Joseph Thompson. 



holder, Jo. Smedley. 



holder, William Howett. 
- - holders, Messrs. God- 
frey & Hatton, bankers, 
Newark, 
holder, J. C. Wylde. 



• - claimant, J. E. Deni- 
son, Esq. 



- - claimants, the represen- 
tatives of the late Earl of 
Scarborough, 



-holders, Messrs- VI. kU. 
Sculthorp. 



^ ^^v i^W- 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 



RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



N OTT I^GK AM.— continued 



PARISH. 



Strefly - 
Sutton-in-Ashfield 

atton fionnington 
Sutton-upon-Tren t 



Th<Mrpe - 

Thurgarton 
Toton 



Trowell - 

Tuxford - 
Wpton 

Wellow . 

Weston 
\Vinkbourne 



UNION. 



Basford 

Mansfield - 

Loughborough 
Southwell - 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Skardlow 



Basford 

East Retford 
Southwell - 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the patting 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 

£• s. d. 
26 7 9 



100 - - 

20 - - 

743 3 - 



264 1 4 
160 - - 



73 10 - 



30 

141 

70 



100 - - 

176 - - 

45 - - 

2i 12 - 

100 - - 

124 a - 



10,988 14 4 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- - by charges on the 
poor-rates. 



by a legal security 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note 



- ditto 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



- ditto 

- ditto - 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



ditto 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



OXFORD. 



Bicester, Market-end - 
Bletchington 



Bodicott - 
Chipping Norton 



Claydon - 
Ditto 

Deddinpjton 
Ducklington 
Finmore - 

St. Giles, Oxford 



Headington 



Hornton 



Kidlington 



Bicester 
Ditto 



Banbury 
Chipping Norton 



Banbury 
Ditto 
Woodstock 
Witney 
Brackley 

Headington • 



Headington 



Banbury 



Woodstock 



208 7 3 
90 - - 



381 7 - 
121 - - 



184 - - 

70 - - 

60 12 1 

13 2 6 

79 1 8 

596 7 6 



200 - - 



280 - - 



283 14 2 



-^by note given by 

the parish officers and 

others. 

by notes - - - 

by bond and mortgage 



by note 
ditto 



by note . - - 

- - by bond given by the 
parishofficers and twelve 
others. 

- - by note given by 
the parish omeers and 
others. 

by bond given by 
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NOTTINGHAM-cwi^mM^d 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



ditto 
charity money lent 
money lent 



- ditto 

- ditto 

. ditto 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 



ditto 

ditto 
ditto 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Basford. 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto - - . . 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Basford. 

for parochial purposes 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thurgarton. 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto . - - - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Shardlow. 

- - to pay compensation, or- 
dered by the sessions to be 
paid for dam^es done to 
the Beeston Milts. 

to build a workhouse - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thur^rton. 

- ditto - . - . 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto - - . - 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. 8. d. 



743 3 - 



131 16 - 



14 
141 



3 3 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. S. d. 



73 10 - 



176 - - 



45 - 



58 - - 



21 12 - 



55 

47 12 - i - 

I 



- ] 45 - - 



3,632 - 8i 981 - 2 



When 
paid. 



1838 



1887 



1839 
1839 



1841 



1839 



1839 



1837-8 

1840 
1839 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, 
Edge, esq. 



Thomas W. 



- - holders, the executors 
of Joseph Dodsley. 



- - claimants, the Notting* 
ham and Nottinghamshire 
Banking Company, 



holder, Mrs. Sarah Mellors. 



- - holder : Miss Pinkney ; 
alleged to be liable, J. Car- 
ter, John Glover, and Thos. 
Howard, 
holder, J. H. Eaton. 



OXFORD. 



law expenses 
money lent 



ditto 
ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto 



. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
84. 



- - in appeals and other busi- 
ness of tne township. 

- - to build two cottages, and 
to repair others. 

to purchase cottages - 

- - to purchase and build 
premises for the use of the 
parish. 

to purchase cottages - 
to build two cottages - 
for emigration purposes 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration, 
to build a poor-house - 



to discharge law expenses - 



- - to purchase houses for the 
use of the poor. 



to build a poor-house - 



381 7 - 
121 - - 



59 12 1 



79 1 8 
300 ft 6 



283 14 2 
14 



208 7 3 



296 6 - 



1840-1 



1839 

1838 



1841 

1840 

1839-40 



1839 



- - holders : Messrs. Tubb, 
Wootton & Co., bankers, 
Bicester. 



holder, Mr. Harbridge. 
holder, Mr. Andrews. 



- - claimants : the executors 
of the late Thos. Edginton. 



- - holder : Mrs.K.Gibbons; 
alleged to be liable, Messrs. 
R. Finch, Burrows, Hodges, 
and others. 

- - holders -.Thomas Gardner 
and John Mamton ; alleged 
to be liable, J. Gibbs,J. P. 
Clarke, W. Profitt, R. C. 
Wilcox, R. Meddows, W. 
Fortnum, and T. Cave. 

{cmt^nued) ^ 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



O X F O R Ty^^mtinued. 



PARISH. 



North Newington 
Shutford, West - 

Sibford Gower - 

Standlake 

Wheatley - 
Wigginton 



UNION. 



Banbary 
Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Witney 

Headington 
Banbury 



Aroount cf Debt 
claimed agaiust the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. s. d. 
50 - - 



100 - - 



100 - - 
67 18 2 



60 - - 

120 - - 
275 - - 



3,818 10 4 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on tbe Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note 



- - by mortgage on note 
given by several of the 
principal rate payers. 



by bond 

note by rate payers 



by note 







RUTLAND. 


- 




Bolton - 


Uppingham 


147 9 4 




by a mortgage - 




Caldicott ... 


Uppingham 


16 - - 




- " by note given bv pa- 
rish officers and others. 




Langham - - . 
Morcott ... 
Preston - 


Oakham 
Uppingham - 
Uppingham - 

£. 


101 16 - 
60 - - 
65 - - 




- " by note given by pa- 
rish officers and others. 

- . by note given by pa- 
rish officers. 

" - by note given by Jm- 
rish officers and others. 






379 5 4 








^^ 



SALOP. 



Atcham Incorporation: 
Atcham 



Berrington - 

Cound - . - 

Cressage 

Eaton Constantine - 

Kenley 

Leighton 

Upton Magna 

"Wroxeter 

Oswestry Incorporation ; 
Chirt (and see county 

of Denbigh). 
Felton 
Kinnerby 
Knockin 
IJwyntidmon 
Llansilin 
IJanyblodwell 
Uanymynech 
Martin, St 
Oswestn' Town and 

Parish 
Ruyton 
Silfattyn 
Soughton 
Whittington 



Atcham 



Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



941 16 - 



778 - - 

764 6 6 

295 14 6 

46 10 - 

141 1 - 

368 10 - 

696 - - 

846 4 6 



10,900 - - 



. - by assignment under 
a loc^ Act. 

• ditto 

. ditto 

. ditto 

- ditto 
. ditto 

- ditto 
" ditto 
. ditto 



• - by securities under a 
local Act. 
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O X F O R D^^ontinued. 



Coasideration 

of 

the Debt. 



Monej lent 
- ditto . 



law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 

law expenses 
money lent 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



to purchase houses 



to purchase a poor-house 



- - Towards the purchase of 
cottages for the parish. 

- - for use of parish pending an 
appeal against the poor-rate. 



- - to purchase and build 
houses tor paupers. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEl^. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



60 - - 



67 18 2 



1,842 10 7 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 



40 - - 



100 - - 



When 
paid. 



1840 



1889 



648 8 3 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder, and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, J. Brownside; 
alleged to be liable, J. 
Herrieff, sen., J. Greaves, 
W. Bull, R. Cage, and W. 
Page. 



Messrs. Clinch & Co. 



- - holder, John Harris: 
all^d to be liable; Rich. 
Hale, Thos. Blatter, Thos. Hatton, 
Ed. Stembra, W. Gilks, Geo. Gib- 
bard, W. Batchelor, Z. HoUier, R. 
Powell, and W. P. Horton. 



RUTLAND. 



money lent 
- ditto - 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- - to purchase and repair a 

parish workhouse. 

to purchase parish houses - 



- - for emigration or other 
parochial purposes. 

to build a workhouse - 

- - to build houses for the use 
of the poor. 

£. 



147 4 



101 16 - 
60 - - 



299 5 4 



80 - - 



30 - - 



1841 



1840 
1840 



- - holder, Samuel Stokes ; 
alleged to be liable, J. 
Stokesy J. Weavell, the re- 

Sresentatives of John Og- 
en, the representatives of 
W. Saxton, Thomas Sax- 
ton, H. Stokes, and Thomal^ 
Brown. 



SALOP. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



84. 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Atcham. 

- ditto .... 

- ditto - - - . 

- ditto - . - - 

- ditto .... 

- ditto .... 

- ditto - - . - 

- ditto - . - - 

- ditto . - - . 

- - to purchase land and build 
house of industry. 



669 4 6 



644 12 - 

686 - 6 

207 - - 

81 17 - 

98 14 8 

267 19 - 

417 3 6 

692 7 - 



1,100 - - 



. . holders of outstanding as- 
signments, Messrs. Taylor, 
Burton, and Wigley. 
. ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



- - holders : the executors of 
Mrs. Edwards, as to 760 /. ; 
the executors of Thomas Richards, as to 100 /. ; the executors of A. 
Mytton, as to 1,060 /. ; Miss Anne Barnett, 700 /. ; the executors 
of Mrs. L. Jones, 200^; the executors of Mrs. Mary Basnett, 
300 /. ; Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas, as to 800 /. ; the executors of Mrs. 
Dayies, as to 400 /. ; the executors of Thomas Davies, as to 300 1. ; 
the ilev. Thomas Hunt, as to 200/. ; Miss Harriett Wheeler, as to 
1,600 /. 5 the Rev. C. A. A. Lloyd, as to 100 1. ; Mrs. Peter Ro- 
berts, as to 100 /. ; Mr. C. T. Jones, as to 160^ ; Miss H. Harwood,, 
as to I6O/.5 Miss Ann Mytton, as to 440/.; the trustees of Ruyton 
School, as to 200 /. ; Mr. J. Edwards, as to 300 /.; Mr. Joseph Da- 
vies, as to 760 Z. 5 Ae Whittington Club, as to 400/. ; Mr. Samuel 
Jon^ as to 200/. ; Mrs. Elizabeth Atcherley, as to 400 /.; Mrs. 
Mary Jones, as to 300 /. ; the Rev. W. Williams, as to 200 /. ; Mr. 
T. Owen, as to 100 /. ; Miss Elizabeth Mytton, as to 300 L 

V {continued) 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



8 A L O V'-^ontirmed 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



EUesmere Incorporation : 

Batchnrch 

EUesmere 

Hadnal 

Hordley 

Middle 
Burford - - - 
Cleobnry Mortimer - 



Ercall Magna 



Hopesay - - - 
Igthfield - 

Munslovr - - - 

Shrewsbury Poor Unit 
ed District: 

St. Alkmund - 

St Chad 
, St Giles 

Holy Cross 

St Julian 

St Mary 

Meole Brace 
Wcm 



Wentnor - 
Whitchurch 






Worthin - 
Wrockwardine 



EUesmere - 



Tenbury 
Cleobury Mortimer 



AmoQBt of Debt 

claimed ogaiiif t the 

Poor Rales at 

tke time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August, 1834. 



Wellington 



Clun - 
Wcm . 

Ludlow 



Wcm • 



Clun 



life annuity of 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



Wellington - 

£. 
Annuities - £. 



£. s. d. 
7,860 - - 



160 - - 

78 7 - 



400 - - 
160 - - 



25 
28 
58 
20 
12 



100 - - 



6,236 10 - 



800 - - 

400 - - 

20 - - 

600 - - 

800 - - 

55 - - 

100 - - 

22 5 - 

50 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legial Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or BiH 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish* 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- - secured under a local 
Act 



by bond 



by bond 



- • by bonds given under 
alom Act 



• - secured under a local 
Act 

. ditto - 

- dilto 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



28 
11 
27 
10 
20 
24 
200 



- - ayear 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



100 - - 
54-8 
16 6 8 



32,007 10 2 



120 - - 






- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by note given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by note given 
the parish officers, 
by mortgage 



by 



by bond 
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8 A L O P^^contimied, 



ContideimtioD 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



money lent 
- ditto 



- ditto 
charity money lent 



medical attendance 
law expenses 



Purpose for 
which Debt incorred. 



Paid out 
of the "^Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochia] 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



- - to purchase land, and 
build, and fiimish the work- 
house of the late incorpora- 
tion of Ellesmere. 

to build cottages 

- - to discharge a debt pre- 
viously incurred in builaing 
premises for the parish. 

- - to purchase land and 
build a workhouse. 

- - ditto. 



money lent 



ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 
charity money 
money lent 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- 800 1. 

- 100 1 

- 300 ;. 

- 100 /. 

- 200/. 

- 300 /. 
charity money lent 

- ditto 
law expenses 
carpenters' work 



- • part to purchase a poor- 
house, and part to pay law 
expenses. 



to build a poor-house 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



£. s. d. 



160 - 

78 r 



Paid put of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 8, d. 
600 - - 



- • to purchase 
house and land. 



a poor- 



- - towards the relief of the 
poor, in aid of the occupiers, 
to build a workhouse - 
not known, 
to build a poor-house - 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto . - . - 
ditto . • - . 
ditto - . - - 
ditto . . . - 
ditto - - . - 
ditto - - - . 
- - to defray the cost of va- 
luing the parish, 
to repair workhouse - 
in cases of appeal 
in repairing workhouse 



Annuities dropped - £. 



400 - - 



8,972 6 2 



44 - - 



When 
paid. 



1841 
1838 



28 - - 



300 - - 



800 - 

66 - 

100 - 

22 6 



dropped 
dropped 



100 - - 
64 - - 
16 6 8 



2,676 11 8 



1889 



1838 
1839 



1837 



1888 



1888 
1837 



1839 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder, and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - numerous persons, 
amounting to near 40, are 
holders of the securities. 



- - holders: Philip Bird, 
and Daniel Breeze, trus- 
tees and executors under 
the will of the late James 
Bird, deceased ; alleged to 
be liable, Edward Steed- 
man, Thomas Juckes, Rich. 
Taylor, S. Atcherley^ John 
Adney, Wm. Taylor, and 
Benjamin Hamer. 



- - holders : Joseph Lang- 
ford, the representatives of 
Ann Arkinstall and John 
Wilson. 



- - holder, Mrs. Ann 
Crompton. 



- - holders, the Union 
Society. 



- - holders, the Old 
Friendly Society, 
holder Elizabeth Gilbert, 
holder, Sarah Sadler, 
holder, Elizabeth Davies. 
holder, Sarah Prince. 



84. 



K 2 
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RETX7BN O? DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



SOMERSET. 



PARISH. 



AUerton Chapel 


Axbridge 


Bagborough, West - 


Taunton 


Badgworth 


Axbridge 


Bath-Easton - 


Bath - 


Broomfield 


Bridgwater 



Bumham • 



St. Cuthbert-in-Wells 

Elm- 
Englishcombe • 



Henstridge ^ 
High Ham 
Hinton Blewitt - 
Holcombe 

Huntspiil - - • 
Litton - - - 
Luccombe 

Ljncombe and Wid- 
combe. 

Mark 

St. Michael 

West Pennard - 

Publow - - - 

Kimpton . - - 

Road 

Sampford Arundell - 

Street 



Tiverton - 
Wellington 



Wick, St. Lawrence - 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed agunst the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



Axbridge 



Wells . 

Frome 
Bath . 



Wincanton - 
Langport 
Glutton * - 
Shepton Mallett 

Bridgwater 

Glutton 

Williton 

Bath - 

Axbridge - 
Bath - 
Wells - 
Glutton 
Sherborne - 
Frome 

Wellington - 
Wells - 



Bath - 
Wellington 



Axbridge 



£. 5. d. 

20 - - 

30 - - 

270 - - 

562 16 10 

20 10 4 



88 - - 



650 - - 

170 - - 

60 - - 



75 - 

20 - 

5 

60 - 



- 8 



60 - - 
18 4 3 
50 - - 

227 10 - 

a life annuity of 1 3/. 
20 - - 

- • a life annuity 

of 1*20 /. a-year. 

27 - - 

10 - - 

25 - - 

125 5 4 

100 - - 

20 12 2 



400 - - 
110 - - 



10 - - 
8 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by note 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 

- - by bonds and note 
given by parish officers. 



By charge on poor-rates 



by note - - . 
- - by bond given by 
parisn officers. 



by a mortgage 



- - by note given by 
the churchwardens. 



by a deed 



- - by a bond given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by the deposit of title 
de^ of parish property. 

- - by note given by the 
parifiuh officers. 

by note . . - 



by bond 
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SOMERSET. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



--charity money 
lent in 1B18. 

- ditto 

money lent 

- ditto 

- - law expenses 
for prosecution of 
a woman for se- 
cretins the birth 
of a child. 

- - charity money 
left in the han<& 
of the parish of- 
ficers. 

money lent 

• ditto 

- ditto 



--charity money 

lent 

--charity money 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Purpose for 
which Debt iDcarred. 



- - to rebuild and repair the 
parish workhouse. 

- - to enlarge the parish 
workhouse. 

to b«ild a poor-house - 

- ditto . . - . 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Property. 



30 - - 
ld4 12 8 
662 16 10 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



d. 



law expenses - 
money lent 

- - charity money 
used. 

law expenses - 

charity money - 

money lent 

- ditto 
charity money - 

money lent 

charity money - 

money lent 

- - charity money 
expended, 
money lent 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- - cost of build- 
ing a house for 
the assistant over- 
seer. 

- - charity money 
lent 



--to purchase houses for 
the use of paupers, 
to build a poor house 
to build a poor-house 



- - to purchase cottages to be 
converted into a workhouse, 
in aid of the poor-rates. 



to build a workhouse 



- • towards rebuilding a poor- 
house. 

- • incurred respecting the 
settlement of paupers. 

- - supposed to nave been 
expended in putting a new 
roof on poor-house. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the parish. 

- ditto 



expended towards the re- 
lief of the poor. 

- - to purchase a house to be 
used as a ooor-house. 

• - expenaed in aid of the 
poor-rates. 

- - to purchase houses for the 
parish. 

- - towards building a poor- 
house. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

to build a poor-house. 

- - towards defraying the 
cost of a survey, plan and 
valuation of the parish. 

to build a poor-house - 



161 - - 
23 15 6 



76 - - 



60 - - 



227 10 - 



60 - 
100 - 



66 - - 



unknown. 



When 
paid. 



1839 

1841 

1839-41 



400 - 



13 4 8 



1839 
1841 



1839 



1841 
1836 

1841 



10 - - 



76 6 4 



400 - 
44 - 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Chappie. 



• - holders, the members 
of the Red Lion Benefit 
Society; alleged to be lia« 
ble, John Hughes and 
John Hassall. 



• • claimants, Messrs. Hill 
and Williams. 
- - holder, Mr. James 
Green, treasurer of the 
Holcombe Friendly So- 
ciety ; alleged to be liable, 
James Green.. 



claimant, Mrs. Curtis. 



1886-7-9 
1839 



1839 
1836-6-7 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENOAGEMENT6 CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



S O M E R S E T-^mtinued. 



PARISH. 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834< 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not bdng a legal Charge on 

Ithc Poor Rates. 



Winscombe 



Weston-super-Mare 
Wraxall - 



Axbridge 



- ditto 
Bedminster 



Annuities 



£. s. d. 

16 - - 

11 19 - 

20 - - 



180 - - 
110 10 - 



by mortgage 



4,048 18 3 



183 - - 



SOUTHAMPTON. 



Aldershott 
Alverstoke and Gosport 
Baddesley, North 



Bedhampton 



Bentworth 



Bighton - 



Bishopstoke 
Binstead - 

Blendworth 

Bramshill 
Bramshott 
Cheriton - 



Chilbolton 
Cove 
Crawley - 

Easton 

Eversley - 



Farley Chamberlayne 



Foyle 

Greatham • 
Hawkley - 

Hawley - 



Hartley Wintney 
Headley - 



Heckfield 



Ash Incorporation 
Hurslcy 

Havant 
Alton - 
Alresford 



New Winchester - 
Alton - 

Catherington 

Hartley Wintney - 
Headier Incorporation 
Alresrord 



FamboTongh Incorporation 
Winchester - 



Winchester - 



Hartley Wintney 



Hursley 



Alton - 
Petersfield - 
• ditto 

- - Famborough 
Incorporation. 

Hartley Wintney - 

- - Headley Incor- 
poration. 

Hartley Wintney 



160 - 

800 - 

70 - 



3 16 - 



2 12 

- U 

660 - 



102 4 2 



180 - - 
64 10 - 



60 



100 
260 - 
100 - 



40 - 

188 - 
82 - 



- 9 



60 - - 



600 - - 



100 - - 



900 - - 

80 - - 

20 - - 

116 16 - 



40 - 
876 - 



686 7 8 



by Gilbert's bonds 
ditto 
ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto 



ditto 



ditto 



ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



ditto 
ditto 



by bopd - . - 
- - by note given by the 
pariw officers. 



by note ", ' " 
- - by note given hy the 
pariso officers in 1824. 



Digitized by 



Google 



POOR RATES OP ANY PARISH AT THE PASSING OP THE ACT 4 & 5 WILL. 4, C. 76. 75 



S O M E R S E T-^contiTmed. 



ConsideintiOD 

of 

the Debt. 



medical expenses 
legal expenses - 
- - assistant over- 
seer's salary, 
money lent 
-- charity money 
lent. 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred- 



to build a poor-house - 
towards building workhouse 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. S. d. 



180 - - 
110 10 - 



2^53 16 - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 

16 - - 

II 19 - 

20 - - 



990 8 7 



When 
paid. 



1836 



1840 
1840 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder, and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



SOUTHAMPTON. 



money lent 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- - medical atten- 
dance, 
rent of tenements 



prmting 
money M 



money lent 



- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 



- - charity money 

lent. 

money lent 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- dittp 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 



ditto 



84. 



to build cottages 
to build a poor-house - 
- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Win- 
chester. 



to build a workhouse 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 



- - for the purposes ^f emi* 
gratioa. 

- - to build a cottage for the 
use of the poor. 

to build a workhouse - 
to buiM a workhouse - 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

. ditto - 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

• - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Famborough. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of Win- 
chester. 

to build a workhouse - 



- - to defray the cost of valu- 
ing the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation of Fam- 
borough. 

to build a workhouse - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation of Headley. 

- - to build house for the re- 
ception of the poor. 



35 15 6 



62 4 2 



S6 5 - 

188 - - 

32 3 8 



27 4 6 



176 17 9 



54 19 3 



142 - 9 



40 - - 



526 7 8 



100 - - 
34 4 6 



3 15 - 

2 12 - 

- 14 - 

50 - - 



64 10 



100 - 9 
100 - - 



323 2 3 



45-9 



200 
80 



75 - - 



1835 
1840 



1836 



1887 



1840 



1886-7 



1835-6 



1840 
1836 
1840 



1840 



1887-9 
1840-1 

1838 



1837 



1837 
1841 



1838 



holder, James Elstone. 
- - holder, the Right hon. 
W. S. Bourne. 



- - holders : as to 450/. S. £. 
Birmingham; as to 100/!. 
Wm. Burrows ; as to 50 /. 
the Rev. Thomas Mathews. 

- - holders, Messrs. Bull- 
pit & Co. bankers, Alres- 
Tord. 

- - holder, Thomas Twy- 
nam^esq. 



holder, J. Fullock, esq. 



holder, Thomas Parr. 



- - holder, Mr. John 
Shrimpton. 



- - holder, William Har- 
rowsmith. 



K4 



- - holders, Messrs. Brooks, 
Cole, and Odiam. 



- - holder, as to 200/. 
James Phillips ; ditto, as to 
100/. Mary Moor. . 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



SOUTHAMPTON— con^ini/erf. 



PARISH. 



Hinton Ampner 
Hordle - 

Itchen Abbas • 

Itchen Stoke - 

Kingsley 
Kingsworthy - 



Mary-bourn, St, 
Medkead - 



Milford - 
MUton - 

Ditto - 

Milbrooke 



Minstead - 



Otterboume 
Overton - 



Owglebnry 

St. Peter'6> Colebrook 

Rockboume 

Ropley - - - 

Selbonme • • - 
Ditto - 

Street - . . 

Sombonme Kings 

South Stoneham 

Ditto - 
Sutton, Long 

Titchboume . - 



Tisted, Eaist 



UNION. 



Abresford 



Lymington 



New Winchester - 



Alresford 



- - Headley Incor- 

Doration. 

New Winchester - 



Whitchurch 
Alton - 



L3rmington - 
Lymington - 

- ditto 

South Stoneham 



New Forest • 



Hurslcy 
Whitchurch - 



New Winchester - 
. ditto 

Fordingbridge 

Alresford 

Alton - 
- ditto 

Petersfidd - 

Stockbridge - 

South Stoneham - 

. ditto 

Ash incorporation 

Alresford - 
Alton - 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the pasnng 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



400 - 



650 - - 

23 - - 

80 - - 

160 - - 

126 - - 



160 - 
600 - 



400 - - 
220 - - 

80 - - 

- - an annual pay- 
ment of 70 L, sub- 
ject to redemp- 
tion, on payment 
of 808 Z., and all 
arrears of rent. 
70 - - 



238 1 9 
460 - - 



110 - - 

160 - - 

96 - - 

120 - - 

300 - - 

100 ~ - 

116 - - 

200 - - 

100 - - 

60 - - 

200 - - 

104 18 8 

34 2 - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert*s Bond or other 

Legal Chaige 

on the Poor Ratea. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



- ditto 



ditto 



- ditto - 

by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bonds 



ditto 
ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 
by Gilbert's bonds 
• ditto 



Whether 
secured by Note or BiU 

giren by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by 

parish officers. 

• - by deed of 30 March 

1829. 



by bond 



- - by mortgage on the 
parish property. 



- - by note given by the 
rate-payers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 

by note - - - 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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SOUTHAMPTON— «m«»ii««f. 



GouBMMntioiii 

of 

the Debt 



money lent 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto 
ditto 



ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



- • bins incurred 
by the parish 
officen. 
money lent 
. ditto - 



. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



S4. 



Parpoiefor 
which Debt inclined. 



- • for the purposes of emi« 
gratiouy and to purchase 
properly for the parish. 

- • to purchase land, and to 
build a workhouse. 



- - towards the workhouse 

of the late incorporation of 

Winchester. 

• - towards the workhouse 

of the late incorporation of 

Winchester. 

to build a workhouse - 



- • towards the workhouse 

of the late incorporation of 

Winchester. 

to purchase parish property 

to build a workhouse • 



- ditto .... 

- - to purchase and repair 
poor-house. 

- ditto . - - - 



to build a workhouse - 



to build a workhouse • 
to build a workhouse • 



- - to purchase the property 
mortgaged. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

for the purposes of emigration 

for the purposes of emigration 

to build a workhouse in 1704 

- - to defirav the cost of a 
valuation of the parish in 
1832. 

- • to purchase a tenement 
for die parish. 

to build houses for the parish 

to purchase the poor-house - 

- ditto . - . - 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the incorporation. 

• - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

• - to build cottages ior tiie 
parish. 



IF PAID. HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
cf the Prodaoe 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. $. d. 



265 18 - 



28 3 10 



160 - - 



400 - - 
184 17 1 



660 - 



238 1 9 
100 - - 



106 3 10 
20 16 1 



213 4 3 



116 - - 



100 - - 
60 - - 



64 18 3 



34 2 - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratei 

or 
other Sources. 



£. $. d. 



100 - - 



126 - - 



36 2 11 

80 - - 

190 - - 



70 - - 



8 16 2 



60 - - 



86 16 9 



60 - - 



When 
paid. 



1836-9- 
&40. 



1840 



1839. 



1837. 
1837. 



1840. 



1836. 
1839 



1840. 
1840 

1841 



1839. 



1840. 

1836-6 

1839. 



1840 
1838, 



If not paid. 
Names of the Holder and Nai 
ofthePartieeliabk. 



holder, Mrs. Mary Holdeo. 



- - holders^-— as to 200/., 
Mr. R. L. Rice ; as to 100 /. 
Miss Beeston; and as to 
60/., Mr. John West. 

- - holder, Mr. Winkworth 
Moody. 



- - holders, the executors 
of the late Mary Reeves. 



- - holders, — as to 60 /., Mr. 
Betsworth ; as to 60 /., Mr. 
Parker ; as to 60 /., Henry 
Balchin. 



- - holders,— as to 200/,, J. 
Wyeth ; as to 200 /., J. Ap- 
pleton ; as to 100 /., Thomas 
Skinner. 



- - holders, — as to 180/., 
Henry Earle, esq.; as to 
30/., Mr. J. Jagoe; as to 
100/., Mr. J. Webb; as to 
60/., the trustees of the 
Basingstoke Bank. 

• - holder, Robert Jessett, 
esq. 



- «- alleged to be liable, Mr. 
W. H. Rooke and others. 
- - holders, Messrs. Bulpit 
& Co., bankers. 



holder, John Dunn, esq. 



holder, James Reeves. 



• • holders, Mr. Lowoock 
and' Mr. William Barham. 
- - holders, Mr. George 
Oodwin and Mrs, Mary 
ThomCf 
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y% RETURN OF DBBlrS, LIABILITIES AKD BlfGAGBMBNTS eLAIMiB AOAIUST TBI 


SOUTHAMPTON— om^iei. 


- . 






AmoimtofDebt 
claimed agftinst the 


Whether iccnred bf 


Wklkr 
weiiredb]rNili«li 






Poor Ratee at 


Onbert'tBoMlorothv 


r*«BH 


PARISH. 


UNION. 


thetimeofthepainiig 


Legal Chaige 


PaiishQfiemsrite 






the Poor Uw 


on behalTcf IhsPk^ 






Amendment Act, 


on the Pbor Rates. 


natbeuigak«aia.r« 






14th August 1634. 




thelWaskT 






£. *. d. 






Twyford - . - 


New Winchester - 


800 - - 




by bond - • , 


Ditto - 


- ditto 


800 - - 


by Gilbert** bond 


- . 


Warblington 


Havant 


800 - - 




.-by mortgage Mtl 
poor-house. 


Dhlo - 


- ditto 


60 - - 




- - by bond pm 1 
the parish oiBcen. 


South Warnborough - 


Hartley Wintney - 


100 - - 




--by bond gi?a 1 
the paridi oiBoen. 


Wickham - 


Fareham 


• 600 - - 


by Gilbert's bonds 


Wight, Isle of, Incorp< 


>ration t 








Aireton 


■\ 








Binstead - 










Bonchurch- 










Brading - 










Brixton 










Brook 










Calbourne - 










Carisbrooke 










Chale . . 










Freshwater 










Gatcombe - 










OodshiU - . 










Helen's, St 










Kingston - 










Lawrence - 
Mottiston . 
Newchnrch 


.... 


1,200 - - 


- - by bonds, under a 
local Act 





Newport - 










Nicholas, St. 










Niton - . 






t 




Northwood 










Shalfieet - - 










ShankUn - 










Shorwell - 










Thonley - 
Whippmgham - 










WhitwelT . 










Wootton - 










Yarmouth - 










Yaverland - 


/ 




\ 




East Wooldham 


Alton • 


200 - - 




-- bynotegimly^ 
late John JBggtf, Q 
then acting oTOMff- 


The late Winchester Ii 


icorporation: 








Baddesley, North 


HursI^ 

New Winchester - 


V 






Bartholomew, St, 








Hyde. 










Bighton - 


Alresford - 




I 




Cheriton - 


- ditto 








Chilbolton • 


Andover 








Chileomb - 


New Winchester - 








Crawley - 


- ditto 








Easton 


. ditto 








Faith, St . . 


- ditto 








Farle Chamberlain 


Hurslev 
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SOUTHAM1>TON— ccwri»i«f J. 



of 

the Debt. 



Loney lent 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto • 

ditto - 



ditto 



T 



I\urpoM fior 
which Debt incnxred. 



- • towards the purchase of 
premises sold by the parish 
in 1838. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Winchester. 

to rebuild the poor-house - 

- ditto . - . 



to build cottages 



- • to purchase a workhouse^ 
and to establish a factory. 



to build a house of industry 



- ditto 



- ditto - 



to build cottages 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pfeidovt 
of the Produoe 

of the 

SaleofParodiii] 

or Inoorponitkm 

Property. 



800 - - 



100 - - 



800 - - 



277 7 4 



Paid out of 
the Poor Ratee 

or 
other Souroee. 



£. 8. d. 



100 - - 
72 12 8 



When 
paid. 



1888. 



1840 



1889. 



1889. 
1887-9 



- • *o build a factory for the | 774 - - 
^BipIoTment of the poor. 



If not paid, 

Namea of the Holder and Namea 

of the Partiea liable. 



Mr. Peter Young. 



- - holder^ Susannah Ser- 
yington. 



- - holders, — as to 200/., 
the executors of the late 
W.Waller; as to60/.,W. 
Houghton. 



- - holders, — as to 26/., the 
representatives of Daniel 
Collins; as to 160/., the 
minister and - churchwar- 
dens of the parish of 
Chale; as to 50/., the mi- 
nister and churchwardens 
of the parish of Niton ; as 
to 200/., the churchwardens 
of the parish of Newport ; 
as to 160^, the church- 
wardens of the parish of 
Newchurch; as to 800/., 
the minister and church- 
wardens of the parish of 
Freshwater; as to 60/., 
the minister and church- 
wardens of the puish of 
Whippingham ; as to 100/., 
the remreseiitiitiyes of the 
Rev. F. Worsley; as to 
76/., the representatives of 
Margaret Worsley; as to 
100/., the trustees of New- 
church school. 



holder, James Harding. 



1841. 
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RITUfiN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIIS AND ENOAGKMBNT8 CLAIMSD AGAINST THE 



SOUTHAMPTON— eonrinttwf. 



PARISa 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



The late Winchester Incorporation — continued. 



$, d. 



Mary, St, Kalendar 
Maurice, St. 
Michael, St. 
Milland - 
Peter, St, Cheeshill 
Peter, St.,CoIebrool 
Sparsholt 
Swithin, St 
Thomas, St. 
Titchbome 
Twyford 
Winnall 



New Winchester - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Alresford - 
New Winchester 

- ditto 



Annuity - £. 



14,600 - 7 



70 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



teemed by NstesrH 

givcniy 
PwidiOfiieenerote 
oo behalf flltbihi^ 
not being a legal Oo^c 
the Peer Bsta. 



STAFFORD. 



Adbaston 

Aldridge 
Biddulph 

Ditto 



CaTcrswall 

Checklay - - - 

Colton 
Draycott-in*the*Moor8 

Eccleshall ... 

Fairiieldhead - 



Fradley - 
Sandon 

Stone 

Ditto . 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Stoke-upon-Trent 



Ditto 

Ditto ^ 
Ditto 

Ditto * 

Shenstone • 



Newport 

WalsaU 
CongletOQ - 

- ditto 



Cheadle 

- ditto 

Lichfield 
Cheadle 

Stone - 

Leek - 



Lichfield 
Stone - 

- ditto 
. ditto 

- diUo 

- ditto 

parish - 



• ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Lichfield 



300 - - 

84 - - 

260 - - 

10 - - 



60 - - 

147 - - 

41 3 7 

17 16 4 

100 - - 

390 - - 



26 - - 

10 - - 

. 061 16 4 1 

H6 3 - 

112 3 10 

672 6 - 

1,666 - - 



223 12 - 

2,694 16 7 

124 - - 

245 - - 

46 - - 



- * by charges on the - 
poor-rates under a local Act. 



.-bynotegirenVrAr; 
parish officers. ' 



. - by bondgiveibfilK 
parish officers. \ 

. ditto - • • 



.-by note gireibytk 
parish officers. 



by note 



- ditto . • 
entry in parish boob 



.. by note given bftk 
parish officers. 
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SOUTHAMPTON^-continW. 





of 
the Debt. 


ParpoMfiDT 
which Debt inenncd. 


IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 






Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporatioii 

Property. 


Paid oat of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sooroea. 


When 
paid. 


If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and NanMt 

of the Parties liable. 






£. 


£. i. d. 


£. $. d. 








5,783 6 1 


2,152 6 9 











STAFFORD. 



money lent 

charity money lent 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto • 
charity money lent 



to defray law expenses. 

to build a poor-honse • 
to baild a workhouse - 



- ditto 



147 - - 



F 
to build a workhouse. 

• to purchase premises 
used as a workhouse, 
law expenses - 
-*i rents of houses 
hired by the parish ; apprentices' fees and constables' expenses, 
law expenses 



84 - - 



money lent 

. ditto • 
charity money 

money lent 
. ditto - 

law expenses 
money lent 



- - to erect a workhouse and 
assist poor persons to emi- 
grate. 

to purchase a cottage • 

• - applied, in 1771, in aid of 

the poor-rates. 

in aid of the poor-rates 

- ditto .... 



to build a workhouse • 



• ^ purchase-mo- 
ney; land and 
premises to be converted into a workhouse. 

- - for the purposes of the 

Cholera fund. 

to build a workhouse • 



money lent 
--subscription to 
the North Stafforcl Infirmary, 
--cost of survey- 
ing the parish, 
charity money • 
- ditto - 



applied to the building of poor^hoases 

to build cottages for the parish 



1880. 



41 8 7 
17 15 4 



672 6 - 



45 - - 
55 16 8 



1,004 2 8 



25 - - 



061 15 4] 

116 8 - 

112 8 10 



223 12 - 

2,604 15 7 

124 - - 

245 - - 



4,561 8 8] 



1840. 

1886. 
1840. 



1887. 

1841. 
1830. 



1837. 



holder, James Myott. 



- - holder, the stewards of 
the Old Biddulph Friendly 
Society ; alleged to be liable, 
James Myott, Enoch Yard- 
ley, William Stonier and 
Richard Ash. 

- - holders, the Caverswall 
Friendly Society. 



. . claimant, Mr. Greorge 
Keen, solicitor, Stafford. 

- - holders,Charles MitcheU, 
George Needham, sen., 
Richard Dale, Oeor^e 
Needham, iun., Mr. Wil- 
liam Needham, and the 
Reaps Moor Friendly So- 
ciety ; alleged to be liable, 
S. Kidd, J. Needham, J. 
Shirley, J. Riley, William 
Mellor, J. Hill, J. Wood, 
J. Edge and Thomas Bain- 
bridge. 

- • claimant, Joseph Wedg- 
wood, esq. 



1836-7-8-0-40-41. 
1836. 

1836. 

1888. 
1840. 



84. 



^Z 
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SETUaN OF DEBTS, LIABf LITIES AND BKQAQBMENTS CLAIMED AaAIlTtT THX 



SUFFOLK. 



PARISH. 



U K I O N. 



Bosmere and Claydon Incorporation 
Akenham - 
Ashbocking 
Badley 
Barhun - 
Barking - 
Darmsden - 
Bailham - 
Battisford - 
Blakenham, Great 
Blakenham, Little 
Bricett 
Bnunford - 
Claydon - 
Coddenham 
Greeting All Saints 
Greeting St. Mary 

Greeting St. OlaTe I - - Bosmere and 
Growfield - - f Claydon. 
Flowton 
Gosbeck - 
Helmingham . 
Henningstone 
Henley 
Hickfield - 
Needham • 
Nettlestead 
Ofilon 
RingBhall • 
Stouiam Less 
Stonham Earl 
Stonham Panra 
Somersham 
Swilland - 
Willisham - 



Bongay 



Wangford 



Colnies and Calford Incorporation : 
Bealings Magna • 
Bealings Parya 
Briehtwell 
Bucklesham 
Burgh 
Glopton 
Gttlplio 
Falicenham 
Felizstow - 
FozhaU . 
Gnmdisbargh 
Hasketon - 
Hemley 
Kesgraye - 
Kirton 
Jjerington - 
Martlesham 
Nacton 
Newboum - 
Otley 

Playford - 
Rouunere - 
Trimley St Mary 
Trimley St Martin 
Tnddenbam 
Waldringfield • 
Walton - 
Witnesham 

Dennington 



> Woodbridge 



Hoxne 



Amoant of Debt 

claimed agiinit the 

Poor Ratetat 

(ht tune of the paaaing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Augwt 1834. 



i. d. 



2,910 - - 



80 - - 



5,000 - - 



4(1 - - 



Whether wciiTed by 

Gilbeit*! Bond or other 

Legal Chaiige 

on the Poor Ratei. 



- - by charges on the 
poor-rates under a local 
Act 



- - by charges on the 
poor-rates under a local 
Act 



Whether 
tecored by Note or BiU 

girenby 

Parish Officers or othen 

on behalf of the PaIid^ 

not being a legal Charge on 

.the Poor Ratea. 



- • by bond giyen by the 
parbh officers. 
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POOIIEATWQFANIC W WSH: AT TBB PASSINO; OF THl ACT 4 if 5 Wlhh. 4, C. J^. Sj 

SUFFOLK. 



tiMDcbt 



P^rpoielbr 
iHuchDebthtMwJ. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid oat 
oftheProdM* 

oftht 
SdeofPwoelikl 

or 



Paid oat of 
tbt Poor Rates 

or 
otker Soarofli. 



£. S. d. 



paid. 



Ni 



If not paid, 

ofthe Bold* and 

of UiePartiM liable. 



loney knt 



• • to purchase land and build 
a workhouse. 



ditto 



- - for the purposes of emi* 
graticm. 



460 - - 



ditto 



- • towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation* 



80 - ^ 



1887 --holders,— as to 600L, Miss 
C. Davy; as to 6001, A. 
Duey ; as to 200 /L, the exe- 
cutors of Mr. Theobalds ; 
as to 100 ^, the executors of 
Mr. Edwards; as to 1,060^, 
the executors of Mrs. 
Rouths. 



1,800 - - 



• - holders,— 4ts to 500 1.» 
Mrs. Sarah Turner ; a0 to 
20«i., Mr.Waiiam Wrigl^tr. 
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RBTVRN OP DBBT8, LIABIUTIES AND BNOAOBMBNT8 CLAIMED ACMNSr THB 



SVFVOLK-HsmUimed. 



'" 




Amount of Debt 




t Whedicr 








wAedier secured by 


sea^byNote«n 1 


4 PARISH. 


UNION. 


Poor Rates at 
Ae time of the paasing 


Gilberts Bond or other 


PtoishOffiemsri^ 






tlie Poor Law 


Legal Charge 


onbdialfaftheP^ 


' 




Amendment Act, 


on the Poor Rates. 


notbdngakgdOmii. 






l4th August 1834. 




the Poor Rski. 




< 


. i. %. d. 






Eye. . . . 


Hfrtismere - 


900 - - 


byGUberfs.boiMU^ .-^ 


• • - • , 


Glemsford 


Sudbury 


37 10 - 




--l^ notegiroibjtk 
parish officers. j 


Ditto - r 


- ditto I 


21 - ^ 


., , •• • • 


- ditto - . . 


Haverhill- . - - 


Risbridge • 


150 - - 


b|y Gilbert's bonds 


. . . 


St. Margaret - 


Iplswich 1 - 


100 - - 


.1 . • • • 


- - - • . 


Monk's Eleieh - 


Cosford 


160 - - 




by note - • • 


Mutford and Lothingland Incorporation : 








Ashbv 
Barnby 


V 
















Belton 


^ 








Blundeston 










BradweU - - 










Burgh Castle - 










Carlton Colville • 










Corton 










Flixton 






' 




Fritton 






' 




Gisleham - 










Oorleston, with 










South Town. - 


!• • • • 


3,000 - - 


--charged on the poor- 


• . • 


Gunton 


. 




rates under a local Act 




Herringfleet 










Hopton 










Eessingland 










Kirkley - - 










Lound . . 


- f 








" Jiowestoft - " 










Mutford - 


/ 








Oulton 










r Pakefield - . -. 










^ ^ 'Rushmere - 


t 




1 




; ; Sonaerleyton 


/ 








^atnfbl^ Incorporation : 


1 


1 


• 




' "^ Arwarton - • • 


Y 1 


! 
1 






' 


Belslead • . - 
Befetley"^ ." ': 


) 


\ 












1 












Burstall - 




1 










Capel . . 


1 

• ^ 1 








. 




Chattisham 


I 


1 




. 




Chelmondiston - 


1 








Copdock - 










East Bergholt - 










Freston - 










Harkstead - 










Higham - 






^ 




Hintlesham 
' Holbrook -" '. 
- Holton 


.,..-. .„ 


' 1^700 . - - 


-- by bonds under a lo- 
cal Act. 

1 




Raydon 


' 




■ 




SheUey - - 








, 


Shotley - 








, 


Sproughton 








f 


Stratford - 








' , 


Stutton 










Tattingstone 










Wasbrook - 










Wenham Magna 








1 


Wenham Parva - 








1 


Wherstead- 










Woolverstoue - > 


/ 
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SUFFOLK— con/iitiierf. 



1 

GoBudintion 

of 

tbtOftbt 






IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 




PorpoMiBr 
which Debt incurred. 


Paid out 
oftheProdace 

of the 

Sde of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 


Paid out of 

the Poor RatfV 

or 

Owier Sourcca. 


Wh«i 
paid. 


Ifnotpaid. 

NaiDia of the Holder and NauMi 

ofthePltftiealiablt. 


mo^j lent 
- ditto - 


tobuil 
tobuil 


1 a workhouse - 
d silk fiictories - 




£. i. d. 

Thomas 
esq.; as 
Robert ] 
wards; as 
87 10 - 


French, e 
to 160^ 
Prettjman 
Jto60t,Sl 
1886. 


- - holders,— as to 200 1, Eli- 
zabeth Cook; as to looL^ 
Bq.5 as to 100 Z., J. Cobbold, 
Mary Bishop; as to 6OI., 
; as to 60^ William Ed^ 
imuel Growing. 


I III 

1 III 
I III 


for the purposesof emigration 

to build a workhouse - 

• - to repay a Marshalsearate 

owin^ to the borough of 

Ipswich. 

to rebuild a workhouse 


140 - - 


21 - - 
100 - - 
100 - - 

10 - - 


1886. 
1886. 

1887. 


holder, Mr. John Purkini. 


- ditto - 


- - to purchase land, and build 
a workhouse for the incorpo- 
ration. 

■ 


• 


• a « 


« • 


. - holders,— as to 260 i, T7 
Utting; as to 200 1, Yar- 
mouth Children's Hospital; 
as to 260/., W. Cleveland; 
as to 260 /., Rich^d A. Ar- 
nold; as to 800/., Charles 
Nicholls ; as to 800/., Tho- 
mas Hurir's executors; as 
to 2601 £. Clarke; as to 
260/., 6. Wright's execu- 
tors; as to 200/., Mary 
Harrison; as to 260/., P. 
Wright's executors; as to 
200 £, James Simmons ; as 
to200 1^ John Irish ; as to 
200/., H. Christmas; as to 
100L,TabithaTea. 


- ditto • 


.- - to build a poor-house in 
1764-6-6. 


- 


600 - - 


1880 


--hoUm, VeiMv's mmu^ 
tors, and the Rev.— 
Routh. 












• 


— ~ > ■ * 



S4« 



(eowtinued.) 
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BfirDBN 6V D~^BTS, LfABlLITIGS AND BNeAOBMBNTS CLAIMBD AQAINST THB 





< 


SUFFOLK— cow^; 






» 


k 


nu€u, •i - • 








Amoant of Debt 




Wbethcr 








ekimed agsintt ^ 


Wbether Mevrod by 


mnt^hy S^^aVSl 




' P'ARIdB. 


U K I O N. 


Floor lUtMit 
tinti«ieoftbe|M*hig 


Gilbert*! Bond or oAer 


Peridi Officers o» oUien 








the Poor U«r 


LegUCbaige 


onbebelfofthePirieK 








AmendneBt hxt, 


on the Poor Ratei. 


not being a legal Charge on 






» 


Utk Angiut IS84. 












£. t. d. 








Wangford Incorporation: 










An Saints and St 


S 










Nidfaolas^Sonth 












Elrnham 


^^ 


' 








Si Andrew, II* 












ketshall - ^ 


f. 


1 








Barsham - 












Becdes - 












Bungay, Holy Tri- 












nity 












Baneay,StMary 
NorSi Cove 












St Cross, South 












Elmham or 












Sandcroft 












Ellough 












. Flixton 












Homersfield 












St John, Ilkets- 












hall 












St James, South 


Wangford 


460 - - 




by bond - 




Elmham 












St. Lawrence, 11- 












ketshall - - 












St Margaret, 11- 
ketshail . - 












StMargaret,South 












Elmham 












Mellingham 

St Michael, South 






















Elmham 












St Peter, South 












Elmham 












Redisham - 












Ringsfield - 












Shadingfield 












Shipm^ow 












Sotterley - 












Weston 












Willingham 












WorKngham 


J 










Whepstead 


Thingoe 


168 - - 




--by bond given by flie 
parish officers and others. 




Woodbridge - 


Woodbridge 


100 - - 


by Gilbert's bond 






Wortham - 


Hartismere - 


87 - - 




--by note given by the 
parish officers. 






£• 


11,880 10 - 












SURREY 


Ash and Normanby - 


Ash Incorporation 


600 - - 


by Gilbert's bonds 






Ashstead - 


Epsom 


280 10 - 




- - by bond given by the 




■ ••.* •- 








parish officers and others, 
by hote - - • 




BTetchingW • 
Great Bookham 


Godstone - 


200 - - 






Epsom 


266 - - 




by mortgage on the voithOQie 




riAtArluun • • • 


Ondfitnnp 


21 10 - 








Ditto - - - 


• ditto 


82 6 - 








Chelsham - 


— UAI>I>U — — 

- ditto 


100 - - 




by bond ... 




Cobham ... 


Epsom 


188 16 - 


- • by a charge under the 
60 Geo. 8, c. 12. 






Coulsden - 


Croydon 


820 - - 




by note ... 




THHa ... 


• - an annuity of 

141. a yew dnriof tlie 




_ 1 _ _ _ ^ 




X^A»U/ • • • 


— UlltM/ — — 




1 








term of 21 jfn. 








Cranley - 


Hambledon - 


1,017 9 8 


by Gilbcrfi bonds - 






LongDittoD ' 


Kingston - 


4b - - ' 


Digitize( 


by bond - - - 

dbyGooQie 
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lonejT lent 



ditto 

ditto 
ditto 



nonej lent 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

law expenses 

[Qonej lent 

• ditto - 



ditto 



SU ITO LK— continued. 



Pnrpow fi>r 
wluch DabI iiM»n<|d- 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHPN. 



PtidMt 
of the r^rodiftoi 

oftht 
Sde of Puockial 
or liiioorp»o>wa 

rtQjfutty* 



i. d. 



Pud out of 
tUFMrRatM 

or 
olliMr SoiiroM. 



I. d. 



- - to defray the cost of pro- 
curing a local Act 



lybtB 



If not pud, 
NaiMiorth«|U|eri 
; ofUiePtftMt 



\ i 
i ■ 

I', 

I t 



to repair the poor-house 

towards a tack and lopa ftctory * 
for the purposes of emigration 



168 - - 



298 - - 



• - holder, Mbs Mary Ann 
Lillystone. 



100 - - 

87 - - 



«,841 10 - 



1840. 

1886. 
1886-7. 



SURREY. 



to build a woridioufte 

to build a poor-house - 

to build cottages for the parish 
to purchase Aie workhouse 
.for the purposes of emigration 



.to enhifge ^ad repair the poor-house 
to enlarge the workhouse - 



280 19 - 

160 - - 

266 - - 

21 10 - 

82 6 - 

100 - - 

188 16 * 

820 - - 
redeemed. 



1888. 

1842 
1836. 



1841. 



1840. 



• - holders, Mr. T. Simmonds, 
Mr. Herritt and Mn. A. Herritt. 



holder, Mr. Clemeiit. 
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SVnnEY—continued. 



'- PARISH. 



Ekteftd 
Farnham 



nirloN. 



Hambledon 



Frimky - 


• 


fe 


Ash Incorporation 


Fi^BBham • 
Honell . 


- 


- 


Chertsey • 


Horlej • 


- 


- 


Reigat€ ' • 


Leatherhead 


« 


• 


Epsom - 


^ertQ» - 


- 


• 


Croydon 


Nutfield - 


- 


- 


Reigate r 


Oxied - 


- 


• 


Godstone • 


Pyrford • 


- 


- 


Chertsey - 


Seal and Tongham 


- 


Ash Incorporation 


Shere 


- 


- 


Guilford - 


Thureley - 
Wimbled^ 


• 


" 


Hambledon - 
Chertsey - 
Kingston - 


Wootton - 


- 


- 


Dorking 

£. 



Amount of Debt 

claimfd agaiait tho 

Poor Ratetat 

the tioM of the pMiiiig 

the Poor Law 

Anendmeot Aet, 

14th Aufitft 1834. 



£ s.^ d. 

80 - - 

2,500 - - 



Annuity - - £. 



200 - - 

176 - - 

106 8 8 

660 - - 



286. % 

360 - - 

822 10 - 

800 - - 

47 11 - 

800 - - 

77 10 - 

400 - - 

112 10 - 

108 11 7 

200 - - 



Whether eecnred hj . 
OUbert*s Bond or other 
Ugal Charge 
on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bonds 
- ditto 



8,808 16 1 



14 



by GilbeK's bonds 



- ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whedier 
Mcived h^ Note or BiD 

given bjr 

Parkh Officer* or othera 

on behalf of $he Parvh, 

not being a legal Charge OB 

the Poor Rates. 



• « by note given by At 
rate*payers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by Gilbert's bonds 



•« - by bond given by the 
parish officers. 



• - by a mortgage on 
the parish houses. 
- - by bond giv^i by 
the parish officere. 



by bond and mortgage - 



SUSSEX. 



AJdingboume 
Alpbton • 
Amberley • 

Angmering 

Arlington • 

4ihington 
Ditto - 

Balcombe - 



Westhampneti 
Eastbourne - 

• - East Preston 
Incorporation. 

. ditto 
Hailsham 

Thakeham - 

• ditto • I 

Cuckfield - 



162 10 - 

400 - ^ 

60 - - 

40O - - 

150 - - 

200 - - 

200 - - 

17a- - - 



by Oilbaf s bond 
. diUo 



Gilbert's bond 



- • by bond given by 
the parish officers. 
• - oy mortgage on pa- 
rish property. 



- - by mortgage on pa- 
rish property, 
by mortgage 



- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 
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SURREY— continued. 





CdoHtlendoii 


Porpowfor 


IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 






Piidoat 
of the Prodvoe 


Paid out of 




If not paid. 




«£ 




of the 


the Poor Rates 


Whea 


Namea of tht 9<Mv ABdNuMi 




«1u>Tvi>i 


which Debt ineomd. 


SdeofPkrocbial 


or 


pdd. 


of the Ptfties liable. 








Prap«rty. 


other Sources. 








y^ 


£. *.. <t 


£. i. d. 








■BOneylcBt. • 


^ - for the purposes of emi- 
gration* 


" - • 


80 - - 


' 






. ditto • 


- - to purchase land, and to 


I- - - 

r 682 - - 


tJOO - - 


1886 1 
1341 J 


■ 






build and furnish a work- 




- - holders, — as to 100 2., 






house in 1700 ... 




William Catcum; as to 














600^, W. P. Paine; as to 














800 /^ James Shotter j as to 














400 Ly the executors of M. 














P.Penfold; as to 900^, J. 














Knight and others, trustees 














of the Famham charities. 




- ditto . 


- - towards buildmg a work- 
house. 


- 


- - - 


- 


- - holder, Thomas Kmgh, 
holder, Mr. George Paine. 




- ditto - 


to build a workhouse - 


. • .' 


... 


m m 




- . ditto - 


to build five cottages - 


109 8 8 




1S40. 






. ditto - 


• • towards the woriihouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Reigate. 


660 - - 




18a7. 






- ditto - 


to build a workhouse in 1807 


286 2 


V - 


1889. 


• ' 




. xUtto • 


- - to defray the cost of ob- 
taimng a local Act. 


. 


100 - - 


1886 


- • holder, John Thomas 
Overton. 




- ditto • 


- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Reigate. 


822 10 - 




1887. 






. ditto . 


to purchase the premises * - 


243 16 - 


— — — 


1841 


- - claimants, the executor 
of the late Thomas Brooke. 




- ditto • 


to build two cottages - 


- ' 


47 ir - 


1840. 






- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse 
of the incorporation. 

- - for inclosing land for 


- 


300 - - 


1841. 






- 4itto . 


- 


70 - - 


1884-41 


- - holder, Miss Catherine 






the use of the workhouse. 








Bray. 




- ditto • 


to build a poor-house. 










charity money lent 


to build a workhouse - 


112 10 - 


- . • 


1839. 






--butchers' meat 




. 






claimant, James Oakman. 










* — 




for ti)e use of the 














workhouse. 












I 


money lent 


to build a poor-house - 
Annuity redeemed - £. 


200 - - 


— — — 


1888. 






8,438 7 10 


1,899 8 2 






14 - 








- - • 


. s 


SUSSEX 









money lent 

- ditto - 

• ditto - 

- ditto - 

- . ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

• ditto - 



84. 



• - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

- - to purchase the poor- 
house. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the incorporation. 

- ditto - - . . 

- • to build a workhouse in 
1788. 

to purchase a poor-house - 

- • towards the workhouse of 
the Thakeham incorporation. 

- - to build parisn-houses 
and lor the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



162 10 

400 - 

60 - 



172 - - 



M 3 



100 - 



160 - - 



1889. 



1840-1, 



1B86 



1088. 



holder^ Mrs. Arree. 

holder, Edward Leekin. ' 

- - holders, Robert Freiich 
and Peter Leekin. 
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lEtURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND SNGAaBMBNTB CLAIMED AGAINST TQV 



SUSSEX— cofift'irtiei}. 



PARI8H. 



Battle 

Becklej - 

Binstaad - 

Birdham - 



Bodian 
Bosham - 



Ditto 



Brede 

Brighthelmstone 

Brightling 



Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Broadwater 

Barwash - 
Buxted - 
Borpham 

Chalyington 

Chichester, City of 
Chiddinglej 
Chidnurst - 

Cocking - 

Eastbourne 

Felpham - 

Ditto - 
Femhurst - 



Framfield 
Funtington 



UNION. 



Battle 
Rye. .. . . 

Westhampnett 
. ditto - 



Ticehurst - 
Westboume • 



ditto 



Rye 



Battle 



. ditto - 
. ditto - 

- - East Preston 
Incorporation. 

Ticehurst - 

Uckfield - 

- - East Preston 
Incorporation. 

WestFirle - 



Hailsham - 

Midhurst - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
Westhampnett 

- ditto - 
Midhurst - 



Uckfield - 
Westbourne - 



Amount of Debt 

tfUumed ^4(»intt the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the paaung 

the Poor Law 

Amendmeot Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. i. d. 

100 - - 

33# - - 

60 - - 

60 - - 



66 6 
90 - - 

270 - - 



263 10 6 

6,000 - - 

400 - - 



100 - - 

44 17 8 

160 - - 

200 - - 

61 18 4 

60 - - 

86 - - 



- - a life annuity 
of 7 ^ a year. 
100 - - 

100 - - 



172 - 

200 - 

800 - 

76 - 

600 - 



Whether secured by 

OUbert's Boiul of other 

Legal Chaige 

on the Poor Rates. 



61 5 - 
100 - - 



- - by securities under 
local Act 



by Gilbert's bonds 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



ditto 
ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
seenrad by Note or BUI . 

girenby 

Parish Officers or libera 

on behalf of the IV»b, 

not being a legal X^hai^ oa 

the Pour Rat«. 



- - by notes given bv the 
parish officers & others. 

- - by bond by the parish 
officers. 

- - by notes given by 
various^ inhabitants of 
the parbh. 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers and otfacro, 



- ditto . 



- - by notes given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by notes given by the 
overseers. 

- - by notes given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
- ditto - 



- - by a conditional sur- 
render of copyhold pro- 
perty belonging to the 
parish. 



- - by mortgage on pa- 
rish property. 



by bond 



by note 
by bond 
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. SUSSEX— continued. 



of 

tlieDebt 



charity money 

t. 

ney lent 

ditto . 

ditto - 



ditto • 
ditto - 

ditto - 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto - 
ditto • 
ditto - 

ditto - 

K)/. money lent 
oney lent 
ditto - 

• ditto - 
' ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



PttrpOMfcr 
wbidi Debt iocnmd. 



- - to build an infirmary at 
the workhouse. 

to build a poor-house - 

- - to defray law expenses on 
a road indictment 

to build cottages 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Piid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

8a)e of Parochud 

or locorponrion 

Property. 



for emigration purposes 

- - to improve the workhouse 
premises. 

- • towards purchase of the 
workhouse. 



- - to alter and enlarge the 

poor-house. 

to build an infirmary - 



- - to pay off a former debt of 
800 Ly incurred in 1803, to 
build the workhouse, and the 
balance to carry on a farm 
held by the parish, for the 
employ of the surplus la- 
bourers. 

- - to employ labourers in 
stone-digging. 

- - to carry on the farm held 
by the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the incorporation. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

- - to purchase a cottage for 
the parish. 

- - towards building the 
workhouse of the incorpo- 
ration. 

- - to purchase the premises, 
conditionally surrendered. 



ditto - 



- - to build tenements for the 
parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 

- ditto .... 

- ditto .... 

. . for the purpose^ of emi- 
gration. 
. ditto . - . . 

- . towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 



• • to purchase cottages and 



$. 



aso - - 



66 6 
90 - - 



362 10 5 



316 18 - 



200 - - 
61 13 4 



100 - 



200 



75 - - 



61 6 



Paid out of 
tlie Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 



60 - - 



4,000 - - 



22 - - 



300 - - 



60 - -- 



Wlien 



1840. 
1841. 



1840. 
1836. 



1830. 



1830 



1836. 
18W. 



If not paid, 
Naaetof tlie Holder and Ku 
ofthePferttesliaUe. 



.-alleged to be liable, 
John I^rioe, esq., and seven 
others. 



- - holder, John Hall ; al- 
leged to be liable, liVilliam 
Humphrey, E. Humphrey, 
Charles Cheesman, S. Fam- 
dell, £. Bennett, sen., J. 
Boom, and J. M. BlundelL, 



holder, B. O. Windus, 



lolder, Mr. John Hol- 
loway. 



ditto, 
ditto. 



1888. 

1840 
1838. 



1839. 
184.1 



- - holders, — as to 60I., Miss 
Tomkins ; as to 100 1^ Mr. 
George French. 



holder, Miss Tomldns. 



holder, Mr. J. Vine* 



- - annuitant, Mrs. Pen- 
fold. 

- - holders, the executors of 
the late Richard Knight 



- - holder, Mr. Charles 
Coplin. 



1889. 



- - holders,— as to ^^^ h 
TliomasBlaveT \ as to ^^z!v 
Tbomas Cuttick •, ag to ^7 

Kichsrd West; as to ^** 7];; 

William Muckrell; 0^ ^ 

50 j^ .VTiUiam YTlate. 
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BBTURK OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND BKGA0EMENT8 CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



SXJSSUX— continued. 



PARISH. 



Graffbam- 

Ditto - 

Hailsham 

Ditto - 

Heathfield 
Hallingley 

Ditto - 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Dtt^ - - 

Ditto • 
Ditto «' - 

HtTtlKyt - 

H«iiltld . 
Hoor 

Hontead Kejmes 

Hothlej^East • 
IcUetham 

Ditto • 
Uen - - 

DTington • 

John, 8tt the Baptiit, 

SontbofBT. 
Iputg • . • 



UNION. 



Westhampnett <- 

. ditto 

Hailflhaiii - 
. ditto 

- ditto 

• ditto 

. ditto 
. ditto 

• ditto 

• ditto 

- ditto ! - 

• ditto 

Sutton Inotepofati^^ 



Steyning 
Hailsfaam 

Cuckfield - 

Uckfidd . 
Bye - 

* ditto 
Rye - 

EaMxmrne « 



See Southover. 
Mi<ttrartt • 



Amount of Debt 

claimed againtt the 

Poor Hates at 

tlie time of the i 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act» 

14th Auguet 1834. 



£. s. d. 

76 - - 



lao - - 

S60 - - 

1,000 - - 

815 - - 

500 - - 

200 - - 

316 - - 

160 - - 

. 100 - - 

1 

I 

60 - - 

50 - - 

68 10 - 



260 - - 

70 - - 

200 - - 

100 - - 

225 14 8 

40 - - 

220 - - 

62 4 - 



280 - - 



Whether MMrc4bf 
• Gilbert's Bond or other 
Legal Charge 
oa the Poor Rates. 



by Oilbeit'j bond 



Whether 
eeeiired by Note or B31 

given by 

Parish Officers or othsra 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Chargeoa 

thePterRatM. 



- - by bond given by the 
oyerseera. 



by bond and mortgage- 
by note - . - 
by mortgage 

by note - . . 

by bond - - - 

by note . • - 

. ditto . . 

- ditto 

. !ditto - . *. 



.ditto 



[ditto 



»u',i I 



- • by bond given by tie 
pariah oflteers in 182ft. 



- ditto 
by note 



by notes 



by note 



- - by notes given by 
the parish o^sers and 
others. 



- - by memorandani of 
agreement, signed by the 
parish officers^ 

- - by note pyenly'the 
parish officers. 
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SUSSEX — continued. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 

ditto - 

ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto • 

ditto - 

ditto - 

- ditto * 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto • 

charity land 
money lent 

* ditto • 

- ditto. 

- ditto - 

84. 



Purpose ibr 
which Debt incurred. 



to purchase a cottage 



- - to purchase a cottage and 
garden. 



- • to purchase houses and 
land for the parish. 

- ditto . . . . 



to purchase cottages - 

- - to build poor-house, and 
to purchase land, and to 
build cottages for the parish. 

- ditto .... 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
• ditto 



for the purposes of emigration 



to repair the workhouse 

- - to purchase a cottage and 
a piece of land for the parish. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration, and setting labourers 
to work. 

for the purposes of emigration 

to build cottages 



appropriated by the parish - 

--to purchase premises to 
enlarge the worknouse. 

to purchase houses 



• -^towards the workhouse of 
th^ late Incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. $. d. 



279 U - 



70 -- - 



225 14 8 



40 - - 



62 4 - 



160 - - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Soorcee. 



£. s. d. 



350 - - 



60 - - 



200 - - 



When 
paid. 



1880. 



18d& 
1830. 



1838. 



1841. 



1841. 



1839 



N 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, the executors of 
Mr. Henry Sefford; alleged 
to be liable, Thomas Sad- 
ler and Henry Godd. 

- - holder, Wm. Tipper ; al- 
leged to be liable, John 
Dearlingand Henry Godd* 



• mortgagee, John Goring, 



esq. 



- - holder. Miss Neeve; al- 
leged to be liable, Edward 
Chapman and 14 others. 

- -holder, James Shodsmith; 
alleged to be liable, Edward 
Chapman and nine others. 

- - holder, Charles Hooks ; 
alleged to be liable, Edward 
Chapman and 12 others. 

- - holders, Robert and So- 
phia Noaks; alleged to be 
liable, Stephen Gowerand 
seven others. 

- - holders, the executors of 
Henry Bourne ; alleged to 
be liable, Edward Uhap- 
man and 16 others. 

- - holder. Miss Kings; al- 
leged to be liable, John 
Chapman and six others. 

- - holder, Mrs. Mason ; al- 
le^d to be liable, Robert 
Pitoher and seven others. 

- - holder, J. Nash; al- 
leged to be liable, Benja- 
min Newell, George Ran- 
dell, Henry Mills and W. 
Godd. 

- - holder, Mr», liuoretia 
Wood. 



holder, J. Smith. 



- - holders, the representa* 
tives of E. J. Curteis. 



holder, Mr. J. Tipper. 

(continued.) 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, UABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



S USSEX — continued. 



PARISH. 



Isfield 



Lancing - 
Lanebton - 



lentoi 
idime 



linchmere 



Ditto - 



lindfield - 



Lodsworth 



Newhaven 

Ditto - 

Norfidd - 
Northiam • 

Ore - 



Playden 



ir - 



Ri] 



Ditto 

Ditto 



UNION. 



Midhurst 



- - East Preston 
Incorporation. 
Hailsham - 
Midhurst - 



- ditto 



Cnckfield 



Midhurst - 

- ditto 
Westhampnett 

Newhaven - 

- ditto 

Hailsham - 
Rye . 

Hastings 



Rye - 

Chailey 



West Firle 
- ditto 

• ditto 



Amount of Debt 
claimed agmintt the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the ] 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Augiut 1834. 



£. s. d. 

46 - - 



100 - - 

637 4 7 
60 - - 



60 - 



213 6 6| 



100 - - 



800 - - 
100 - - 



480 - - 
49 - - 

886 19 - 
- - a life annnity 
of 80L a year. 

474 - - 



lAe 12 4 

170 - - 



264 14 - 
100 - - 

26 - - 



Whether leenred by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



ditto 
ditto 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bi { 

givenby 

Pariah Offioenor t&a 

on behalf of the Pui4 

not being a legal Cliai|e ea 

the Poor Rato. 



- - by notes given by tk 
parish officers. I 



by bond and notes 



- - by note giyen bj ik 
parish officers. 



- - by bond given byAc I 
parish officers. i 

- - by note given by the > 
parish officers. ' 
by note - - ' 



Digitized by 



-. by deposit of tid^j 
deeds. ! 

[ 

by note - - ' 

-- by note given byiej 
parish officers and pw^l 



by mortgage • *( 
- -the note given bjtw 

parish officers. 

by note - ' ' 
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SUSSEX— cowrfwMtfrf. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 



Purpose for 
which Debt incurred. 



- - the Bum of 10 1, to pur- 
chase premises for the 
parish^ and the remainder 
for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation. 

to purchase cottages - 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 

of the Produce 

of the 

Sde of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



25 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
othei Sources. 



687 
80 



medical attendance 
leather - 



- - week's pay to the 
infirm. 

repairing tools 

goods deliwered 

keeping bay - 



ditto 



flour 

clothing, &c. - 

pays advanced 

shoes 

rents 

keeping a boy 

balance of account 

a coffin 

rents 

goods supplied 

ironmongery - 

repairing tools 

money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 



ditto 



- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 

- ditto - - - - 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late incorporation of 
Westhampnett 

to purchase houses 

- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

to purchase a workhouse - 
to enlarge the workhouse -* 

to purchase six cottages 



- - to purchase houses for 
the use of the poor. 

- - to pay off a debt supposed 
to have been incurred to build 
a poor-house in 1788. 



to purchase houses 



7 



39 8 10 



229 10 9} 



61 - - 

386 19 - 

439 10 8 

156 12 4 



264 14 - 



£. s. d. 
21 - - 



19 14 2f 



50 - - 



70 16 2 



70 9 2J 



240 - 
49 - 

dropped 



When 
paid. 



1886-7- 
8-9-40. 



1841. 
1888-9. 



1886-7- 
8-9-40. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liaUe. 



holder, Miss Tompkins. 



Claimants : 
R. Tuppen 
the executors of J, 

Francis. 
Mr. Turner • - 

John Elliott - 
Mr. Durrant - 
John Copeland 
William Simmonds - 
Henry Hampshire - 
John Harland 
Mr. Chatfield 
Henry Wells - 
Mr. Beckett - 
Edward Hoadley - 
Ellis Turner - 
Mr. Fuller - 
Mr. Comber - 
Mr. Bristy 
Edward Batchelor - 
Henry Packham 



£. s. (L 

58 19 6 
38 7 7 

- 15 10 



2 15 
9 12 



4 



1 15 - 



2 19 
88 9 
20 5 

8 12 

2 17 
10 10 

3 19 

2 19 
- 10 

3 2 
6 2 



-i 

5 
8 

6 
6 
3 

8J 



9 

2 lOil 
13 IQ 



1838-40. 



1838. 



1841 



1839. 
1889. 

1836-9 



1840. 



holder, Henry Sadler. 



holder, T. Hoper, esq. 



- - claimants, William Lu- 
cas Shadwell, esq., and 
the trustees of the estate of 
the late firm of Bishop k 
Thorpe. 



- - holders, the executors of 
Richard Knight, deceased ; 
alWedto be liable, the BeT. 

John Lupton, »^^ -^ 

othetft. 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



SUSSEX— con^iVitMjd. 



PARISH. 



Rodmell - 

Rogate 
Ditto - 

Rottingdean 

Rasper 

Rustington 

Ditto - 
Rye - 

Ditto . 
Seaford - 
Sedlescomb 
Selham 

Selsey 

Sidlesham 
Slinfold - 
Southmalling 

Ditto . 



Ditto . 

Stedham - 

Sutton 
Sullington 

Tarring, West 
Terwick - 

Trayford - 

Trotlon - 

Uckfield . 

Udimore - 
Waldron - 

Walberton 



UNION. 



Newhaven - 

Midhnrst - 
. ditto 

Newhaven - 
Horsham 

- - East Preston In- 
corporation. 

- ditto 

Rye . 

- ditto 
Eastbourne - 
Battle - 
Midhurst - 

Westhampnett 

- ditto 
Horsham 
Lewes 

- ditto 



. ditto 
Midhurst 



- - Sutton Incorpo- 
ration. 
Thakeham - 



- - East Preston In- 
corporation. 
Midhurst - 



ditto 



- ditto 



Uckfield 

Rye - 
Uckfield 



Westhampnett 



Amount of Debt 

dainied againtt the 

Poor Rates at 

tlie time of the paMing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. f. d. 

200 - - 



200 - - 
66 - - 

273 - - 

100 - - 

100 - - 

20 - - 

- - a life annuity 
of 20/. a year. 

- - a life annuity 
of 15/. 

660 - - 

200 - - 
160 - - 

100 - - 

260 - - 
112 - - 

1,000 - - 

120 - - 



67 11 - 

100 - - 

40 - - 

600 - - 

100 - - 

400 - - 

60 - - 

100 - - 

190 16 - 

221 6 6 

343 r. - 

160 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert*s Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

OB the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



- - by bond under 69 
Geo. 3, c. 12. 

- ditto - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 

by Gilbert's bond 
- ditto 



by Gilbert's bond 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bin 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal CSiaige on 

the Poor Rates. 



- -» by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by mortgage on the 
poor-house. 

- - by note given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 

- - 4>y deposit of title- 
deeds. 

- - by mortgage on the 
poor-house. 



- - by bond given by 
the parish officers. 



• - by a charge on the 
parish workhouse. 
- - by note given by 
the parish officers. 



by bond - - - 

by a mortgage and bond 

by bond and mortgage 

- - by note given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 



- - by bond given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by note given by 
the parish officers. 



• - by bond given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 



by note 



by mortgage 



by note ... 
- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



by bond 
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SUSSEX — continued. 



Conaideration 

of 

tlwDebt. 



monej lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
200^ 
150/. 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

- ditto - 
ditto - 

ditto - 



ditto - 

ditto - 
ditto - 



ditto 
84- 



PuqKMe for 
which Debt incumd. 



to rebnild parish houses 



to build the workhouse 

- • to rebuild part of the 

workhouse about 40 years 

since. 

to purchase three tenements 

to purchase the poor-house - 



- - to build and repair poor- 
houses. 

- ditto - . 



] - - to purchase premises and f 

to build cottages for the U8e< 

J of the poor - - -I 

to build the workhouse 

- - to purchase the poor- 
house of the parish. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late Eastbourne incor- 
poration. 

- - towards the workhous^ at 
Sidlesham. 

to build a workhouse - 
to rebuild parish houses 

- - to build cottages to be used 
in lieu of workhouse. 

- - to defray extra costs in- 
curred in a suit for better 
administration of a charity 
in which the poor of the 
parish were interested. 



ditto - 


to repair parish property - 


ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 




the late incorporation of 




Eastbourne. 


ditto * 


• - for the purposes of emi- 




gration. 


ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 




the late incorporation of 




Thakeham. 


ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 




the incorporation. 


ditto - 


to build cottages 


ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 




the late incorporation of 




Eastbourne. 


ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 



the late incorporation of 
Eastbourne. 

- - to purchase and build 
cottages for the parish. 

to repair the workhouse 

- - to purchase, enlarge and 
repair the parish poor-house 
and cottages. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



IF PAH), HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



S. d. 



200 - - 



278 
100 



redeemed 

- ditto 

246 - 

200 - 

150 - 



220 
112 
500 



67 11 - 



85 11 3} 



400 - - 



196 - - 

48 18 8] 

100 - - 

190 16 - 

221 6 6 



Paid out of 
Che Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£* s. d. 



100 - - 



80 - - 



14 8 8| 



40 - - 



204 - - 



1 6 2| 



150 - - 



When 
paid. 



If npt paid, 

Vanci of the Holder and NtflMi 

of the Parties liable. 



1840. 
1836. 



1839. 
1839-40 
1889. 
1840. 
1888. 

1887. 

1886. 
1841. 



1888. 



1888. 



1886. 



1838. 

1886. 

1840. 
1889. 



1886. 



N3 



. . holder, Charles Saxby ; 
alleged to be liable, Tho- 
mas Saxby and William 
Glazebrook. 

holders, Messrs. Matthews. 



holder, Mr. French, 
holder, Mrs. Seawell. 



- • mortgagee, the Rev. J. 
Jenkins. 

- - claimants : the executors 
of William Verrall, de- 
ceased; supposed to be 
liable, William Alexander, 
Harry Verrall, Qeorge 
Wilmot, and the represen- 
tatives of seven others who 
are dead. 



holder, Miss Tompkins. 



- - holders, Benjamin Wa- 
ters, Walter Goldsmith, 
Isaac Mannington and Jo« 
siah Bonnick. 



{eontinued^ 
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RETURN OF DBBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAOEMBNTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



SUSSEX—continued. 



PARISH. 



Warbleton 



UNION. 



Hailsham 



Washington 

Westbourne 
Westham - 
Wilmington 



Wiston - 

Withyham 
Withering, East 

Woolbeding 

Ditto - 



Woollavington - 
Worth . 



Amoimt of Debt 

claimed agnixiBt the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the [ 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. s. d. 
960 - - 



Thakeham • 

Westbourne • 
Eastbourne - 
- ditto 



Thakeham *• 

East Orinstead 
Westhampnett 

Midhurst - 

. ditto 



- ditto 

East Orinstead 



560 - - 

182 ^ - 

470 - - 

180 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legsl Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or BiH 

gfren by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parkh, 

not being a legal CSiarge oa 

the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



Annuities - £. 



160 



284 18 9 
160 - -. 



180 - - 
100 - - 



100 - - 
226 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 
- ditto 



- - by bond and note 
given by the parish 
officers and others. 



by mortgage 

- - by note given by the 
inhabitants. 

- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 



- - by mortgage on pa- 
rish poor-house. 



28,160 18 -I 



72 - - 



• - by minute in parish 
book. 



WARWICK. 



Alveston - 
Arley 

Astley 

Berkswell- 

Bilton 



Bishop's Itchington 
Bumington 



Burton Hastings 



Stratford-on-Avon 
Nuneaton • 

- ditto 

Meriden 

Rugby 



Southam 

- - Shipston-upon- 

Stour. 



Hinckley 



36 16 - 

140 - - 

160 - - 

100 - - 

200 - - 



82 18 1 
120 ^ - 



60 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



- ditto 



by bond - - . 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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SUSSEX — continued. 



' 


Con«(ctoration 


PurpoKfor 


IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 






Paid out 
of the Produce 


Paid out of 




If not paid, 




of 




of the 


the Poor RatM 


When 


Names of the Holder and Names 




the Debt 


which Debt incurred. 


Sale of Parochial 


or 


paid. 


of the Parties liable. 










other Sourcee. 










Property. 














£. s. d. 


£, s. d. 








money lent 


- - to purchase houses and 
land for the parbh. 


100 - - 




1886-7 


- - claimants, — as to 1 00 L on 
bond, Benjamin Waters ; as 
to 200 /. on note, James Mar- 
tin; as to 1601. on note, John 
Trill ; as to 300 /. on note, 
John Darby ; as to 100 /. on 
note, Thomas Cheesman. 




- ditto . 


- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation. 


200 - - 






- - I^olders, Samuel Henbry, 
as to 800 /.; Edward Smith, 
as to 60^ 




- ditto - 


--to purchase premises for 
the parish. 


182 - - 


" • " 


1830. 






- ditto - 


to purchase freehold property 


470 - - 


- - - 


1880. 






- ditto - 


to purchase two cottages - 








- - holders, as to 30 i, Wil- 
liam Lambe ; alleged to be 
liable, James Ade and John 
La^be Holder ; as to 100 /., 
Sarah Ade ; alleged to be 

Lambe and James Ade. 


i 


. ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Thakeham. 


116 11 7 








f 


chaiitymoney lent 


to purchase cottages - 


226 11 2 


. 


1841. 






money lent 


- - towards purchasing a poor- 
house. 


160 - - 


" ~ * 


1837. 






- ditto - 


- - to build houses for the re- 
ception of the poor. 


... 


- - - 




holder, Sarah Knight 




- ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of East- 
bourne. 


80 4i 


10 10 7] 


1838. 






- ditto - 


- ditto .... 


100 - - 


• • . 


1838. 






- ditto - 


to build a workhouse - 

£. 

Annuities dropped! . . £ 
and redeemed -J " ' 








- • claimants, Mrs. Bethune, 
the executors of Peter CoC' 
fin, the executors of Mr. 
James Jenner, Mr. Henry 
Young and Mr. Thomas 
Brooker. 




10,608 2 11 J 


6,879 16 9J 






66 - - 













WARWICK. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 



law expenses 
money lent 



ditto - 



to build houses for the parish 

- - to purchase land, and to 
build nouses for the parish, 
to build houses for the parish 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Meriden. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation of 
Rugby. 



to purchase three cottages 



to build a school-room 



36 16 - 



76 13 6 



16 - - 



1840. 



1838 
1840 



holder, Mr. Thomas Mason. 



- - holders, Messrs. Crad- 
dock k, Bule. 

- - holder, Mr. W. Floyd, 
senior. 

holder, Mr. James Crofts. 



claimant Mr. Robert Poole. 

- - holder, George Penson ; 
alleged to be liable, James 
Allen, William Penson and 
Mrs. Snow. 

- - holder, Joseph Bealej 
alleged to be liable, J. Ad- 
cock, William Weles and 
Edward Darlington. 



84. 



N 4 
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RETURN OF DEBTS^ LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



WARWICK— continued. 



PARISH. 



Clifton - upon - Duns- 
more. 
Ditto . 

Cordworth f 

Dunchurch 

Exhall - 

Grandborough - 

Ditto - 
Hillmorton 

Kenilworth 
Ditto - 

Leamington, Hastings 

Mancetter 

Napton-on-tbe-Hill - 
Newton and Biggin - 
Ryton - - . 
Sneldon ... 

SuUon Coldfield 
Wishaw - . r 
WiUoaghby - 



UNION. 



Rugby 

- ditto 
Aston . 
Rugby 
FoIeshUl 

Rugby 

- ditto 
Rugby 

Warwick 

- ditto 

Rugby 

Atherstone 

Sontham 
Rugby 
Nuneaton 
Meriden 

Aston . 

- ditto 
Rugby 



Amount of Debt 

eUimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

tbe time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



£. s. d. 

60 - - 

200 - - 

881 16 - 

880 - - 

^00 - - 

86 10 -. 

60 - - 

460 - - 

210 - - 

800 - - 

160 - - 

60 - - 

160 - - 

90 - - 

80 1 - 

60 - - 

268 - - 

126 - - 

04 8 8 



4,124 18 4 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on die Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 
- ditto - 



ditto - 



by Gilbert's bond 



by Gilbert's bond 



WESTMORLAND. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish* 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



by bond . . . 

- - by bond given by 
tbe parisb officers. 



- - by notes given by 
the parisb officers. 



by mortgage 
- ditto • 



- - by note given by the 

parish officers. 

Dy mortgage 

by note ... 



- - bv note given by tbe 
parish officets. 



by note ... 

by note given by the 
ish officers. 



parisl] 



Bampton - 


- 


West Ward 


Beetham - 
Borton-in-Kendal 


Kendal 
- diUo 


Hartley - 


- 


Eastward 


Haversham and Mihi- 
thorpe. 


Kendal 


Hincaster - 


• • 


Kendal 


Holme 


- 


- ditto 


Ditto - 


• 


• ditto 



100 - - 

160 - - 
290 - - 



60 - - 

866 10 - 

01 10 - 

106 - - 

88 - - 



by Gilbert's bonds 
- ditto - 



by Gilbert's bonds 
- ditto - 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - note given by two 
persons. 



- - by notes given by 
the parish officers. 
- ditto - 
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Coasidenitioii 

of 

the Debt. 



Purpose fin* 
wlkich Debt UKBimid. 



money lent 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 



- -cbarihr money 
expended, 
money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

• ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expanses 
money li^nt 



• • for making a 
new assessment 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- - to purchase land and build 
a workhoiise. 

- ditto .... 



to purchase a workhouse -: 

• - to build cottages on land 
belonging to the parish* 
to buUd a workhouse • 



- -• to repair the parish cot-, 
tages, and for the purpose of 
emigration. ' 

- - on the repair of the 
parish cottages. 

- - towards tae workhouse of 
the late Incorporation of 
Rugby. 

- - to purchase and alter the 
mortgaged premises. 

- - to build lock-up house, 
police-station and market- 
nonse. 

• - towards the workhouse of 

the late Incorporation of 

R»gby. 

to rebuild two cottages 



to purchase a house - ^ - 
for the purposes of emigration! 



. - ' towards the workhouse of 
th^ late Incorporation of 
Meriden. 



- - to build a house for the 
poor of the parish, 
to defray law. expenses 



IP PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
ol the Prodnoe 

of the 
SdeofPMtMiiMl 
or l u cerpof i i tk tt 



Piidout of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
otber Sonrees. 



£. i. d. £. S. (L 



381 16 - 



210 - - 



150 - - 



160 - - 



fe6 10 - 



100 - - 



80 1 
50 - 



258 



When 
paid. 



1886. 

.-1888- 
9-40. 

1888. 



1840. 



1887-40. 



1838.. 

1840. 
1841. 



1884-5-6. 



t6 15 11| 



804 4 6 854 6 11) 



If not paid» 

Names of tbe Holder and Names 

of tbe Parties liable. 



holder^ Henry Hewitt. 



holder, John Pell. 



- - holders, the trustees of 
the late William Bentiey 
and George StacKii« 



- - claimants, the executors 
of the late John Smith. 



holder, John Minion. 



holder, John Ridley. 



holder, Mr. John Harris. 

- - holders, Messrs. But- 
lins kCo^ bankers, Rugby; 
alleged to be liable, Messrs. 
Deston, Townshend & Han- 
cock. 



WESTMORLAND. 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- di^fo ■: 

- ditto - 

- "^ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



for the purposes of emigration 

to build a workhouse * 

- - towards tiie workhouse of 
the late Incorporation of 
Miluthorpe. 

- - to discharge a debt in- 
curred for emigration pur- 
poses. 

- - towards the workhouse 
of the late Incorporation of 
Milnthorpe. 

- ditto .... 



- ditto . . . - 

• • to purchase cottages, and 
for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 



1841 
1888-0- 
40-41. 




1838-40- 

41. 
1836-8-0 



holder, Mrs*. Mashiter. 
-- holders,-^ as to 150^1, 
Mr. John Squeres ; as to 50 i^, 
Mrs. Elizabeth C<H{gb } as to 
6/. l7$.Sd.f Mr. Richard 
Wilson. 

- - holders. Miss Elizabeth 
Kitchingand Miss Raohael 
Clark. 

- - holder. Miss Elizabeth 
Bradley. 

- - holders, Richard Wilson 
and Mrs. CartmelL 

• - holders, Richard Dent 
and Anthony Helon. 



84. 



O 



Digitized by 
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HETUHN OV OEBtS, LIAMLITIES AND «NQ A GIMBNT8 CLAIMED AGAIKBT THB 



WESTMORLANlK^^s^^MAJ. 



PARIS a 



IT ^ 1 O N. 



cUimed agtinitlliB 

PM>r lUttimt 

tlie tiiiie of the fmmng 

tbePdorLMT 

Avateodmukt Act, 

14th Augurt 1834. 



Whether aecurad by 
Gilbert's Bond or other 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
teturedby Note^BiU 

given by 

Pttish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



Hutton, Old 
KirlQr Lotbdale 



Kiiii^ Stefan 



Melboamo 
Natland - 
Soalthwaiterigg Hay 



Staintoii - 
Underbarrow 



- ditto 



J^ ^ 4. 
40 6 2 

^60 - - 



bj Gilbert's bonds 



- *-by note ^i^en by tlM 
paltm officers. 



East Ward 
Kendal 



East Ward 
Kendal 

- diMo 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 



116 11 6 
fe70 17 - 



20 - - 

too - - 

128 - - 

130 - - 



260 - - 
160 - - 



ditto 
ditto 



byOilbafstonds 



- ditto 

- ditto 



8,206 4 8 



^^hy bond given by the 
parish offiom aad the 
inliabitants. 

- - by note gi^en hy ^tie 
parish officers. 

- -ditto . . - 



tW I L T S. 



Aldboume 
Aflhton Keynes - 

Bishop's Canning 

Biilibpstoife 
CSliqipienham 

Coleme 



T^rsham - - - 

Ditto - 
Corsley - - . 
De^dril Ixmgbridg^ - 
• Higliif^rlh 

Inglesham 
Kii^gswood 

Layeook^ • 

'Ditto - - 
Ditto ... 



Hongtdribrti - 

- - CrickladiB and 
Wootton Basset 
D^yizes 

Wilton 
Chippenham 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 
Warminster - 

- ditto 

- - H^tmrdrtfi and 
Swindon. 

- ditto 
Darsley 

Mere - k- - 

Chippenham - 

- ditto ^• 

- iditto •- 



287 14-10 
100 - - 

80 - - 

100 - - 

260 - - 

*260 - - 



100 - - 

300 - - 

117 8 - 

!97 18 11 

540 - - 



16 - - 

4oo - - 

^90 - - 

I 

4oo - - 



^00 - - 
i20 - - 



- - by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



-'- by a charge on the 
poor-rates. 



- - by neite girea ^yHw 
^ansh officere. 



by note 



- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto - . . 



. - by bond given by ^bm 
parish officers. 
- - by notes given by ' 
the parish officers. 

by note 



- -by: notes given by the I 
parish officers, 
by bond 



ditto 
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WESTMORLANDx-MAftntce^. 



■■■" 


Conaidenttwii 




IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 






Paid oat 






If not paid. 






Pucpotefiir 


of the Produce 


Paid ont of 








of 




of the 


the Poor Rates 


Wh^' 


Namea of the HoMer aad^Namaa 




tlieDebt 


w^eh Debt innirrad. 


SdeofPvochiia 

or Inoorporatioii 

Property. 


or 
other Soufoea. 


paid. 


of the Parties liable. 








£. 8. d. 


£. s. d. 






lymiMjr kiit 


for the purposes of emigration 


- 


40 » 


1866,6, 7,8, 9 & 40. 




n ditto - 


- - to build and enlarge the 
workhouse. 


V 


860 - - 


1. 


- - hold^r^ OB to •MQii,^» 
churchwardens and trustees 
of charitable donations ; as 
to 60 /., Thomas Dixon ^ aa 
to 6O1/., James Gott; as to 
60 tj Henry Davis. 




«. ditto - 


to purchnse the workhouse - 


116 11 6 


... 


1849. 






. ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 
the late iicorporation at Miln- 
thorpe. 




147 5, 8 


1888,9,41 


holders, as to loO^., 

John Dixon; as to 73/. 
12f. 7d., the Honw Colonel 
Howard. 




. ditto - 


- - to purchase cottages as 
poor-houses. 












. ditto - 


- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation at Miln- 
thorpe. 

- ditto . . - . 








holder, J. Sanderson. 












- ditto - 


m m ^ 


■ • • . 


. ^ 


. - holders, William Ed- 














monoson anv Josima M-uk- 
sergh. 




. ditto . 


- ditto - - - - , 


•> 


20 " - 


1889 


- - holders, John Wak^ 














fields eaq^ and Chcistophas 
Wilson, esq. 




- ditto - 


. ditto - - - - 


. . - 


260 - - 


1836, 6. 






- ditto - 


- ditto - - - - 


- 


110 - - 


1886,8,41 


holdeiv Greorge Kirkby. 




116 11 6 


1,618 18 9 













WILTS. 



-T r — I — s— 



money lent 

- ditto - 

charity money - 

- ditto - 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 
charity money 
money lent 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

84. 



to purchase cottages - 

for the purposes of emigration. 

- - applied to the general pur- 
poses of the parish, 
applied tpr building purposes. 

- - to purchase a building to 
be used as a workhouse. 

- - to convert a building into 
a poor-h^use. 



for the purposes of emigration 

- - fbr th|e g^eral purposes of 
the parish. 

- - applied to build a poor- 
house. 

for emigration purposes 



287 14 10 



dittp 



to pay apprentice fee 
to build a workhouse 



for the purposes of emigration 



- - to bu^d and fit np a work- 
house. 



- ditto - - - - 
for the purposes of emigration 



80 



117 8 - 



160 -. - 
160 - - 

100 - - 
800 - - 

97 18 11 
840 - - 



16 - - 
280 -. - 

140 -- - 



120 - - 



1888. 



1836,6,7 



1885-7; 

1886. 

1889. 
1886,7,8. 
1886-7 

IMO. 

188d-7 



1886-6. 



- - holders, the executors 
of the late Mrs. Heath. 

- - alleged to be liable,, Jqt 
seph Pinchin^ Daniel A^Mf 
Charles Butler and C. Itaw- 
ling/B. 



O 3 



- - holders, as to 100 ^.,Mr. 

Richard Sharpe ; as to 100 L, 
Mr. John An^ell. 

holder, Joseph Isaiic. 

- - holers, Messrs. Raven- 
hUl &;,Co. 

- - holder, Thomas Moore 4, 
obligors, W. H. T. TWbot, 
^., Ezekill Harman, em^^ 
and Jk Awdry, esq. 

•;. holder, Stephen FomDi 
obligors, same parties. 



(continued.) 
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RETURN OP DBBTS, UABILITIB8 AND ENGAGBMBNT8 CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



WILTS— ;am«»iierf. 



PARISH. 



liddiard Millioent 
St Sampion 

Upton Soadamore 
Wanborough 
Warminster 
Westport, St Mary 

West Wellow - 
Wronghton 



UNION. 



- - Cricklade and 
Wootton Basset 

- ditto 



Warminster - 

- - Highworth and 
Swindon. 
Warminster - 

Malmesburj - 



Romsej 

- - Highworth and 

Swindon. 



Amonnt of Debt 

claimed againtt the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the paaing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th Augurt 1834. 



£. S. d. 
26 - - 

100 - - 



160 - - 

100 - - 

16 - - 

400 - - 



12 - - 
216 13 4 



4,776 10 1 



Whether lecured by 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Ratea. 



Whether 
•eeured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Pariah Officen or othera 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- - by note given bj the 
parish officers. 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 
by note 

- ditto 



ditto 



WORCESTER. 



Areley, King's - 

Ditto - 

Bellbronghton - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto . 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto . 

Ditto - 

Ditto . 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Birlingham 

Evenlode • 

Hanbory - 

Holy Cross, Pershore « 

St John - 

Inkberrow - 

Kempsey - 

Kidderminster • 



01d/9winford 
Ditto - 

Ditto .- 

Ombursley. 



Martley 

- ditto 

Bromsgrove - 

- ditto 
. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
. ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Pershore 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

Droitwioh - 
Pershore 
Worcester - 

Alcester 

Upton-on-Sevem - 

Kidderminster 



Stourbridge - 

- ditto 

- ditto 



46 - 

40 - 

67 2 

14 9 

1 1 

10 - 

3 18 

4 18 

- 8 
6 1 

102 - 
4 7 

1 4 

2 - 
4 18 

- 

1 11 

- 17 

2 1 

6 6 
800 - 



10 

8 

2 
6 

4 



10 
6 

6 



101 2 

160 - 

80 - 

180 - 

460 - 

470 8 



BJ 



80 6 -i 
167 11 8 

800 - 



by note 



-< 



by mortgage 



by note 
by bond 
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WILTS— continued. 



CoDttderation 
the Debt 



Purpoiefor 
wliich Debt iDeamd. 



monej lent 

- ditto - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 
charity money 
money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 



for the purpoaes of emigration 
- ditto .... 



- - to porohase cottages used 
as poor-houses. 

for emigration purposes 

- • applied to repair parish 
premises. 

to build a poor-house - 



towards building a poor-house 
to huild a workhouse - 



£. 



IF PAID. HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pud out 

of the Produce 

of the 

SeleofPirochiel 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



116 10 
100 - 

860 — 



1,001 7 10 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sonroea. 



£. 8. d. 
26 - - 



88 10 - 



1,761 8 11 



When 
paid. 



1841. 



1886. 
1840. 

1888 



If not paid, 

Namet of the Holder apd Names 

of the Partiea liable. 



- - holder, Mr. Richard Jen- 
ner; alleged to be liable, 
Wm. Harris and P. Fawkes. 



- - holders, John Sealy and 
the executors of Benjamin 
Brind, deceased. 

holder, Mr. Meary. 

- - claimants, Mrs. Anne 
Bathe andtherepresentatiTes 
of the late J. Washboum. 



WORCESTER. 



; charity money lent 

chnrch money lent 

medical attendance 
meat, &e. - 
constables' expenses 
law expenses 
flour - 



&c. 



grocery, 
masonry 
medical attendance 
money lent 
law expenses 
cooperage - 
constabWexpenses 
coroner's inquest 
medical attendance 
constables'expenses 
glaziery 
law expenses 



law expenses 

money lent 

relief to the poor 
money lent 
charity money - 

money lent 

- ditto - 

. . articles suppHed 

for the use and 

maintenance of the 

poor. 

printing account 

money lent 
medical attendance 



84. 



- - to build cottages for the 
use of the parish. 

- ditto. 



^ to build workhouse 



- - incurred in an appeal 
against an order of removal. 

- - to repair and alter the 
workhouse. 



800 - - 



to build a workhouse - 

- - applied in aid of the poor 
rates in 1784. 

- - to purchase and repair the 
parish property. 

- - to huild a poor-house and 
purchase land. 



towards building a workhouse 



180 - - 



460 - - 



6 6 6 



101 2 2 



470 8 8| 



1886. 
1889. 
1887. 



1880. 
1888. 
1880. 



- - claimants,— 

Messrs. Downing Sc Davies. 

Edward Bourne. 

Thomas Shilsbury. 

Messrs. Roberts & Co. 

William Blundell. 

James Lacey. 

J. & B. Bate. 

Messrs. Lees & Jackson. 

Messrs. Ruffords & Co. 

Messrs. Hunt & Son. 

Samuel Jones. 

Samuel Loines. 

Thomas HaUen. 

Mr. Greorge Herbert 

Thomas Parker. 

Greo. Goode. 

Messrs. Grazebrook & Guest 



claimant, Joseph Woodward. 



03 



claimant, Joseph Hemming. 

--claimant, Messrs. Bates 

&, Robins. 

- - claimant, Mr. Wm. Henry 

Freer. 



(canfijiued.) 
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ESt»ni^N 09 BEBT8, LiAAIUTIBI AND SNGAOBMSNTS CLAlMEfi AQAINSf. THB 



WOnCESTERr^roaiUinued. 



PAKiaa 



vv%ov. 



AmauotofDebt 

claimed agaimt iht 

Poor Ratetal 

^0 time of the p««uig 

tlie Poor Law 

Aiiie«dineat Act* 

14th August 1834. 



Whether tecored bjr 
Gilbert't Bond 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whrtber 

I by Note or B3f 

gifwi bjr 

PMih Offieen 00 otfien 

on behalf of the^arvih, 

not bfing a iegal OMrgs on 

the Poor Ratee. 



Tredington 



Ship8t(NM>ii-8tour - 



60 - - 



bj ho^d 



The late Woreeeter Inoorpon^tieii : 
Alban, St - 
AllSainti - 
Andrew, St. 
Clementy St. 
Helen, St - 
Martin, St - 
Nicholas, St. 
Swithin, St 



Worofttar 



2,500 - - 



-. • by ohargee on the 
l|ou8e of industry under 
f| Local AQt 



£. 



4,978 



1 10 





YORK, EAST RIDING. 


. 




Barwick-in-£lmet Incorporation : 










AakhanBryaa .] 


^ 










Appleton Roebuck - 












AcasterSelby. 












AcktoQ • . • 












6arwick-in-£lmet - 












Bramham 






' 






Barkston Ash - 












Bilton ... 












Bolton Perey - 






- 






• Bilborough 












Clifford - 












Cattal . 












CatCerton 












Deighton Kirk 












Featherstone - 












Frystone Ferry 
Fenton Chureli 












Hunsingore - 












Marston, Long 












Normanton 












Newton Kyme 


• 


400 - - 




by ni^teff - - 




Pontefract, Park District 












Purston Jacktimg - 












Ryther - 












Stutton Wansley - 












Seaeroft 












ShadweU 












Sutton ... 












Stelton ^ 








. 




Tadoaster 












Tockwith 












Thomvill, Old 












Thorapareh - 












UUeskelf . . 












Walshford - 




♦ 








Whitwood . 












Walton . 












Wike . 












Wigton - 












Wilstrop 








■ 




Burton Pidsed - 


PalringtM - 


^0 ^ - 


- . - - . 


palish afiaersb 




Cottingham 


Scfleoatei t 


i08 9 4 








- ditto «- 


1 

- 

1)00 - - 




- - by mpi^gag^ of tlw 












workfaiouse. 




Flinton • 


Sklrlaugh *- 

• « 


140 - - 




bybofd - . - 
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WORCESTER-HwifiimeJ. 



CoosideraliiM 



mcMyhmt 



- ditto 






to p«irohiM cottages for 
iparuh. 



- - to kuild a house of indus- 
try for the inoorporation. 



£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid oat 

of theProdnoe 

of tlie 

Sde o£ Parochial 

or IneoqMmtioii 

Property* 



£. s. d. 
60 - -« 



2,600 - 



9,480 - - 



Paidontof 
tLe Poor Ratea 

or 
•ditr Sooreaa. 



£. s. d. 



677 10 d| 



poid. 



IMl. 



1830. 



Ifnotpoid, 
NaiBoaofthtHflll««HiN« 
ofthtPtftiaaliablt. 



YORK, lAST RIDING. 



imoiiojr IsBt 



- *tto ^- 

< Itfw ' eKpeum 

monej lent 

- ditto - 

84. 



- « towards furnishing and 
oida^giikg the workhouse of 
the inoorporation. 



'^ • to build three houses for 
ilM-)«Mr. 



to enla^ the workhouse 
for the ])urposes of emigration 



800 



26 - - 



40 - - 



holder, Miss F.linhijhl.mnli. 



holder, John Walgale. 



^ - olaimant, Thomas Thomp- 
son, solicitor, Hull ; allci^ed 
to be liable, WtiUam Wittr, J. 
Waltham, M. Holland, Wm. Twidle, 
Robert Todd and Robert Daj. 
moitgagee, Rd. Elliott 



1886-6. 



04 
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RETURN or DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



YORK, EAST Rim^Q— continued. 



PARISH. 



Hedon - - - 

Hessle - - - 
Newton East 
Newton-upon-Derwent 
Owthorne - - . 

Patrington 
Pookliogton 
Saint Saviours - 
Skeckling- cum - Burst- 
wick. 
Skirpenbeck 
Swine - - - 



UNION. 



Sculcoates • 

Sculcoates 
Skirlaugh 
PodLlington • 
Patrington • 

Patrington ■ 
Pocklington • 
York . 
Patrington • 

Pocklington • 
Skirlaogh 



Amoant of Debt 

ckimed agaiiut the 

Poor Rfttet at 

the time of the ]>aniog 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

]4th August 1634. 



£. 8. d. 

100 - - 

100 - - 

60 - - 

ID - - 

86 - - 

54 11 6 

100 - - 

16 - - 

46 - - 

86 - - 

10 10 ~ 



1,284 10 10 



Whether teeored by 

Gilbert*! Bond or other 

Legil Chaige 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether, 
secured by Note or BiQ 

given by 

Parish OflSoers or othen 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a le^ Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



- by a mortgiige on the 
parish workhouse. 



by note - . , 
by note - - - 
- - by note given by the 
parish officers, 
by note - ^ . 
by deed - - . 



*- *- by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 



YORK, NORTH RIDING. 



Abbotside, Low 



Ampleforth, Birdforth - 



Arslaby 
Ayton, West 



Baldersby - 

Boltby 

Biiompton - 

Danby 

Ditto - 
Edston, Little 

Egton 

Eskdalesides 

Glaisdale - 
Grinton 

Hawes 

Hindmanh 

Liyefton •» 

Middleton 

Moorshohn 
Nunnington 

Qsmotherly 

Ditto - 



- - Bainbridge In- 
corporation. 

Hehnsley 

Pickering 
Scarborough - 



- - Ouseboume In- 
corporation. 

Thirsk- 

Northallerton 

Guisborough 

- ditto 
Hehnsley 



60 - - 



20 - 



Whitby 



- ditto 

- ditto 
Richmond - 

- - Bainbridge In- 
corporation. 
Whitby 

Guisborough 



Pickering -. 

Guisborough 
Helmsley . - 

Northallerton 

. ditto 



10 
63 



10 6 9 

12 - - 

220 - - 

88-6 

10 - - 

18 - - 

5 16 6 

70 - - 

800 - - 

40 - - 

60 - - 

300 - - 

26 - - 

60 - - 

6 - - 
30 - - 

200 - - 

100 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note by the parish 
officers. 

by note . . - 

- - hy note given by the 
parish officers. 





by a mortgage 








- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 




- 7 by note given by the 
parish officers, 
by mortgage - , - 
by note • . - 




- r by bond given by the 
parish officers and others. 
• - by note of the parish 
officers. 

by note - -, - 


f 


-; - by note given hj ,the 

. - - by bond given by .the 
parish officers. 
- - by note given by the 
pariidi officers. 
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YORK, EAST RWl^G—conHnued. 



Consideration 

of 

the Debt 



money lent 

charity money 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto . 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expenses, 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



Purpose for 
which Debt ineorred. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



to build the workhouse 



applied to build a poor-house, 
for the purposes of emigration 

- ditto - . . . 

- ditto - - - - 



to build cottages 
- ditto 



for the purposes of emigration 

- ditto - - 

- ditto - . . - 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. S. d. 



£. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



60 - - 

19 - - 

35 - - 

54 11 G 

100 - - 

45 - - 

36 - - 
10 10 - 



6^ 1 6 



When 
paid. 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

ofthe Parties liable. 



1836. 

1835-6. 

1839. 

1841. 
1837. 

1840. 

1839. 
1838. 



- - holders, the officers ofthe 
Samaritan benefit society. 



YORK, NORTH RIDING. 



money lent 



- ditto - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 



t - . ditto - 

charity money • 
money lent 

. - ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - medical at- 
tendance. 

money lent 

ditto - 
ditto *• 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation of Bain- 
bridge, 
to build and repair cottages - 

for emigration purposes 

to build houses for the parish 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation of Ouse- 
boume. 

- - applied in aid of the poor- 
rates in 1816. 

to purchase a workhouse 



in aid of the poor-rates. 

- ditto. 

for the purposes of emigration 



20 - - 



10 - - 



10 6 9 



1838. 



- - holders, the executors of 
the late James Thwait«. 



- - holder, G. Robinson 5 al- 
leged to be liable, H. Robin- 
son and J. Hopper. 



to purchase a poor-house 

- ditto. 

- - towards building a work- 
house. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation. 

to purchase a workhouse 



- - to purchase two houses 
for the parish. 

- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 

- ditto - - - - 

- ditto . . - - 

to build a workhouse 



- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 



5 - - 



187 - - 



18 



20 - 



40 - - 



60 - - 

30 - - 
18 - - 



1836-7-8 
-9-40. 



1840. 

1838-40- 

41. 

1838. 



- - holders, Messrs. Isaac 
and B. Hodgson. 



- - claimant, Mr. J. Wilson ; 
alleged to be liable, F. Peir- 
son and G. Watson, 
holder, Mrs. Clark. 



claimant, Mr. C. Routh. 
holder, John Duell. 



- - holder, Mary Cole ; al- 
leged to be liable, J. Win- 
sper and J. Peirson. 



- - holder, the representa- 
tives of George Stranger; 
alleged to be liable, the repre- 
sentatives of J. Weatherell 
and George Walker. 



84. 
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RETURN OP DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



YORK, NORTH RimfiG— continued. ....... 








Amount of Debt 
claimed against the 


Whether secured by 


Whether 
■ecured by Note or BiU 




PARISH. 




UNION. 


Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 


Gilbert's Bond or other 
Legal enlarge 


Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a l^al Charge on 










14th Augnst 1834. 


on lue irooT t\aia. 


the Poor Rates. 










£. s. d. 








Richmond - 


- 


Richmond - 


260 - - 




- - by bond given by ^e 
parish officers. 




Sinnington 


- 


Pickering 


170 - - 1 
40 - -] 




f- - by notes given by tke 
1^ parish officers. 




Ditto - 




- ditto 






Spaimton - 


- 


- ditto 


180 - - 




by note - #. - 




Stokesley - 
Tanfield, West - 




Stokesley 


ift in — 








» 


100 - - 




by note - .. - 




Ugglebarnby 


- 


Whitby 


86 - - 




- - by note given by 
parish officers. 




Whortton - 




Stokesley 

£. 


60 - -< 




- ditto 






2,643 18 9 






YORK, WEST RIDING. - 


- • • . 


Ardsley, West - 
Aston^cum-Aughton 




Wakefield - 


46 14 3 








- 


Rotherham - 


200 - - 




by bond - - 




Ditto - 


- 


- ditto 


50 - - 




f by note - - - 




Awkley . 


- 


Doncaster 


10 - - 




- - by note given by the 
overseers. 




Batley 


- 


Dewsbury 


100 - -1 








Ditto - 


- 


- ditto 


25 - -; 




-*--•" 




Bramley -. 


- 


Rotherham - 


60 - - 




- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 




Billingley - 
Bingley 


„ 


- - - - 


16 — — • 








- 


Heighley 


X\9 — "" 

100 - - 


. - - - - 






Addle- with-Eccup 


- 


^ 










Armley 


- 












Arthington 


- 












Askith 


. 












Baildon 


. 












Beamsley - 


- 












Beeston 


- 












Bramhope - 


- 












Burley 


- 












Carlton 


. 












Chapel Allerton - 


. 












Churrell - 


- 




' 








Ccfllingham 


- 












Denton 


. 






. 






Dunkeswith 


. 












Eccleshill - 


- 


> - - Carlton Incor- 


1,200 - - 


by Gilbert's bond 






Farnley 


- 


poration. 










Harewood - 


. 












Hawkesworth 


. 












Headingley 


- 












Horsforth - 


- 


1 








Ilkley . . 


. 












Kirby Overblows 


- 






1 






Leathby - 


- 












Menston - 


- 












Middleton - 


- 












Nessfield - 


- 












Otley 


- 












Pool . 


. 












Potter Newton - 


. 












Ruwdou - 




^ 
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YORK, NORTH RIDING— conhaucd. 



Coaudendon 

of 

the Debt. 



- - money lent in 

1783. 

money lent 



ditto 



ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 



Pwrpoiie for 
wluch Debt ineorred. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pftidout 
of the Produce 

of \ht 

Sue of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



to build a workhouse - 

-. 180/. to build eight cot- 
tages, and 30/. for the pur- 
poses of emigration. 



£. s. d. 
! 260 - - 



to build three cottages • 



for the purposes of emigration 
to build a poor-house - 
to build a workhouse - 



to build six cottages 



452 - - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. S, d. 



When 
paid. 

1840. 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



' holder, as to 170/., Mrs. 
IVIary Bulman ; alleged to be liable, H. J. Lea>5ley, 
Thomas Close and R. Ridsdale ; holder, as to 40/., 
Mr. J. Hartrass, jun. ; alleged to be liable, H. B. 
Holmes, D. Morrill, and R. Gooderill, jun. 

- - holder, John Peirson ; 

alleged to be liable, J. Wood, 

William Martindale and 

Joseph Smith. 



10 15 - 



1837-8. 



36 - - 1835-6- 
40&41. 
60 - - 1840. 



328 1 9 



holder, William Almack. 
holder, George Frank. 



YORK, WEST RIDING. 



law expenses 
money lent 



- ditto - 
charity money lent 

charity money - 

- ditto - 

medical attendance 
charity money lent 



money lent 



to build a poor-house - 

- ditto - 

in aid of the poor-rates 



( - -applied towards building a 
)^ workhouse, 
to build four poor-houses 



not known. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation. 



84. 



46 14 3 



1836-7. 



7 - - 



1836 



- - holder. Miss Vessey ; 
alleged to be liable, J. 
Unwin and John Emsbaw. 

holders, Aston sick club. 

- - holders, the overseers of 
Finningley. 



holder, Joshua Roebuck. 

- - claimant, Mr. Richard 
Crooks. 
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KETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



YORK, WEST niDlfiG-^ontinued. 



PARISH. 



Rigton 
Rothwell - 
SiLsden 

Temple Newsom 
Thorner 
Weeton 
Wortley - 
Clayton 
Ditto - 



Clifton 
Collingham 

Criddling Stubbs 
Ditto - 



Famhill-with-Cononley 



Fewstone 



Flockton - 



tJNION. 



- - Carleton In- 
corporation. 



Bradford 
- ditto 



- - Carleton Incor- 
poration. 



Skipton 



Wakefield 



Giggles WICK Incorporation 
Preston, Long - - Settle - 



Rathmell - 
Settle 

Wiglesworth 
Garforth - 
Houghton, Great 



Huddlestone-oum-Lum- 

ley. 
Ingleton - - - 

Lawkland - - - 

Ditto - 
Lockwood - - - 

Kirkby Overblows 



Knottingley 

Marsden Almondbury • 

Meltham - - 

Pulton • - 

Sedburgh - 

Spofforth - 

Stainley, North - 

Stonebeck, Upper 
Thong, Nether - 

Thornton - - - 
Upper Thong 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

I4th August 1834. 



1,200 - - 



80 
80 



::} 



24 - - 
80 - - 

9 II 4J 



Settle - 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Huddersfield 

- - Carleton Incor- 
poration. 



Huddersfield 
- ditto 
Wakefield - 
Sedburgh 



Pateley Bridge 
Huddersfield 



Bradford - 
Huddersfield 



40 - - 



500 - - 



80 5 10 



40 19 6 

100, 17 3j 

SOQU Hi 

lob 17 3| 

18 4 11 

80 - - 



20 - - 

120 - ~ 

90 - - 

30 - - 

100 - - 

120 - - 

500 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



by Gilbert's bond 



28 - - 

85 10 7 

, 20 - - 

400 - - 

200 - - 

160 - - 

20 - - 

290 - - 

200 - - 

26 11 10 



by Gilbert's bond 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



by Gilbert's bonds 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

t&e Poor Rates. 



- - by notes given by the 
overseers and others. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others^ 

- - by notes given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



by note 



- - by memoranda in the 

parish book. 

by note - - - 

by note - i- 



- - by deposit of tbe title- 
deeds. 



- - by note gired by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto 

by note - - - 



- - by note given by the 
parish, officers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



POOR RATES OF ANY PARISH AT THE PASSING OF THE ACT 4 & 5* WILL. 4, C. 7^' "3 



YORK, WEST RlDING—coTiHnued. 



Consideration 

of 

tlie Debt. 



money lent 



- ditto 



charity money 
money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto . 

- ditta - 



• dkte - 



law expenses 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expenses 
money lent 



Purpose for 
irhich Debt incurred. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation. 



- - to discharge the cost of 
inclosing Clayton-green. 

applied to enlarge a school, 
to build tAvo houses. 

towards the relief of the poor. 

- - towards the workhouse of 
the incorporation. 

- - to discharge law expenses 
incurred in the case of a 
pauper's settlement. 

to build a poor-house. - 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid ont 
of the Produce 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporatibn 

Propert)'. 



d. 



- - towards the workhouse of 
the late incorporation. 

- ditto - ... 

- ditto - . - - 

- ditto . - - - 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



122 - - 



40 



When 
paid. 



1840-1 



1836. 



80 5 10 



- ditto - 
charity money - 
money lent 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- for tradesmen's 
bills, for relief to 
the poor, and law 
&. medical charges, 
law expenses 

- ditto - 
money lent 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

- ditto 

- ditto - 
law expenses 

- ditto • 

- ditto - 

84. 



- - to purchase eight houses 
for the township. 



to build poor-houses - 

- - applied by the parish offi- 
cers in building a poor-house, 
to rebuild the workhouse. 

. ^ to defray the cost of valu- 
ing the township. 

- - to build cottages for the 
poor. 



40 19 6 



100 17 
302 11 
100 17 



8| 

ll| 
3I 



18 4 11 



If not paid. 

Names of ihe Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holder, Joseph Priestley; 
alleged to be liable, Jonas 
Wilkinson and others. 



1836-8. 

1830. 

1830. 

1880. 
1886. 



- - holders, Messrs. Robin- 
son, Yeadon and Bramley, 
Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. De- 



maine. 



respecting pauper settlements 

- ditto - - - - 

- - towards the purchase of a 
poor-house. 

- - to purchase a building' to 
be used as a workhouse. 

- - to build six cottages for 
the use of the poor. 

- - to build and repair houses 
belonging to the township, 
for the purposes of emigration 



- - to defray the cost of a 
yaluation of the parish. 
. - in respect of pauper settle- 
ments and other matters. 



120 - 



100 



1830. 



- - holder, William Brooke ; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Wadsworth, William Pear- 
son and Thomas Hutchinson, 
holder, Miss Jane Chapman. 



500 - - 

20 - - 
15 - - 



$0 - - 



1838-9. 

1839. 

1838. 



150 - 
20 - 

200 - 



1885-6-7-8 



1834-6. 



- - holder, Ralph Franklan ; 
alleged to be liable, William 
Stables, William Ridsdale, 
Thomas Hogg and John 
Walker. 



- - claimant, Mr. William 
StcTen^on. ^ 

' - claimants, Messrs. Mesp 

and Battye. 

claimant, William RamskiU. 

- - holder, Mrs. Agnes Wil- 
kinson. 

- - holder, Mr. Thomas 
Doughton. 



- - claimants, . the repre- 
sentatives of the late Mr. 
Stevenson, of the late Mr. 
Kindevand, of the late Mr. 
Hobson. 
claimant, William Stevenson. 



P3 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMBD AGAINST THB 



PARISH. 



YORK, WEST mm^G— continued. 



UNION. 



Amonnt of Dd>t 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the pasung 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

14th August 1834. 



Whether secured fay 

Gilbert's Bond or oAer 

Legal €hai^ 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by Note or Bill 

given by 

Parish Officers or oHien 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rates. 



Upperthong 

Wickersley 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 
Ditto - 
Wooldale 



Huddersfield 
Rotherham - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Hnddersfield 



£, 



£. s. d 

64 - - 

78 2 3 

20 - - 

24 11 6 

20 6 8 

82 10 - 
5,929 Ts "3 J 



- - by note given by the 
overseer. 



WALES. 



ANGLESEY. 



Ceirchiog - 
Coedand - 
Hen Eglwys 
Llanbadrig 
Llanbeulan 

Llanddona- 

Llandiygarn 

Llanfaelog 
Llanfaethly [ 
Llanfaimeubwll 



Anglesey 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- - Bangor and Beau- 
maris. 

Anglesey 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Llanfigael - 
Llanfihangel Trer Beirdd 

Llangadwalader - 



Llangeinwen 

Llansadwm 

Llanynghenedle - 
Uechcynfarwydd 

Pentraeth - 
Rhodygeidio 

Trefdraeth 

Ditto - 

Trewalchmai 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Carnarvon - 

- - Bangor and Beau- 
maris. 

Anglesey 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



20 - - 

10 - - 

176 - - 

4« ~ - 

114 10 8 

13S 2 11 

84 - - 

42 - - 

60 - - 

57 - - 



10 - - 
70 - - 

16 - - 



90 - - 

17 - - 

160 - - 

5 2- 

30 - - 

140 - - 

45 - - 

60 - - 



1,525 15 7 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



by note 



by bond 



- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by note given by the 

parish officers. 

-- note given by two 

parishioners. 



- - by notes given by the 
overseers. 

- - by note given by the 
parishioners. 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers and others, 



- - by note given by the 

parishioners. 

by mortgage or bond - 
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YORK, WEST mDlNG— continued. 



CmsKKTstion 
llieDebt. 



Bharity money 
[noney lent 



medical charges • 
la^ expenses 



Pnrpote nr 
wluck]>ebt 



- - applied towards the relief 
of the poor. 

-*to build cottages for the 
use of the poor. 

- - to purchase land and build 
cottages. 



'£. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Pkid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

SaleofPftTOckial 

or looorpontioii 

Property. 



Paid out of 
the Poor lUtet 

or 
other Sources. 



d. 



£, 



24 11 
20 6 



665 6 1 I 1,414 3 2 



When 
paid. 



1839-40 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holders, the trustees of 
the Dole charity. 

- - claimants, the trustees of 
the Scarborough charity, 
claimant, John Verall. 



- - claimant, Mr. William 
Stephenson. 



WALES. 



ANGLESEY. 



money lent 
law expenses 
- ditto - 
money lent 
law expenses 



- - mole-catching, and 
rents of tenement* oc- 
CDpicu by panpf rs. 



mole catching 



-rents of tenements 
>ccapiedby paupers 
law expenses 



money lent 



law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

law expenses 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

money lent 
charity money 
money lent 



for the purposes of emigration 

- - respecting the removal of a 
pauper. 

- - in respect of a tenement 
called Tyddyn Flodion. 

- - to build houses for poor 
widows. 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



for the purposes of emigration 
in ud of the poor-rates 



--to build 15 houses for the 
paridi. 

to build cottages for the poor 



- - to purchase house for the 
accommodation of paupers, 
incurred in case of removal - 
incurred in oases of appeal - 



- - to build houses for the use 
of paupers. 

- - applied to the general pur- 
poses of the parish. 

to build a poor-house. 



38 - - 



32 



10 
20 



1839-40 



1838. 



- - holder, Mr. John Row- 
lands, 
claimant, Henry Williams. 



holder, Owen Jones. 



- - claimant, G. B. Roose, 
solicitor; alleged to be liable, 
William Rowlands and eight 
others. 



- - claimant, Mr. J. Penny, 
mole-catcher. 



- - claimants, David Jones 
and G. B. Roose. 

- - holder, David Lloyd j 
alleged to be liable, Jo. Grif- 
fiths, Edward Jones and 
others. 

holder, Owen Williams. 



5 2 



1840. 



- - holder, Mr. John Owen ; 
alleged to be liable, John 
Jones and William Williams, 

- holders, as to 100/., Hugh 
Prichard ; as to 45 /., R. Jones. 

- - holders,^ Griffith Lewis 
and Edward Owen, 
claimant, Mr. Owen Owen. 

- - holder, Owen Roberts, 
esq. 



holder, Henry Williams, 
holder, Robert Williams. 



105 
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RBTURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGA 



BRECO] 



PARISH. 



Crickhowell 
David, St 

John, St., the Evangelist 
Ditto . - - 



Llanfihangel-nant-Braen 

Ditto - 
Mary, St. - 



Talgarth - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 



UNION. 



Crickhowell - 
Brecknock - 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Iaw 

Amendment Act, 

1 4th August 1834. 



Hay - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



400 - - 
132 10 - 



132 10 - 



94 - - 



6 - 

10 - 

265 - 



77 16 7 

17 15 - 

9 9- 

9 8- 
1 5 - 



1,154 13 7 



CARDIGi^ 



Bettws Evan 
Llangranog 
Llang-ybi - 

Uanwenog 



Newcastle in Emlyn 
- ditto 
Lampeter 



- ditto 



19 
20 
10 



19 4 4 



68 4.4 



CARMARTI 



Ishmael, St, 


Carmarthen - 


- 


100 - 


Llandefaylog 
Uanfihangel-ar-Arth - 


. ditto 
Newcastle-in-Emlyn 


10 - 
100 - 


Ditto - 


- ditto 


- 


84 - 


■Ditto . - - 


- ditto 


- 


100 - 


llangathen 


Llandilo Fawr 


- 


100 - 
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BRECON. 



CoMideration 

of 

tbeDtbt. 



money lent 
- ditto - 



ditto - 
law expenses 



money lent 
'- ditto - 
- ditto - 



law expenses 



Pnrpote for 
which Debt incurred. 



to build a poor-house 
to build a workhouse 



towards building a workhouse 



- ditto - 

- - salary of me- 
dical attendant, 
jcottage rents, 
law expenses. 



to support a pauper in trade 
to defrc^ law expenses 
to build a workhouse - 



IF PAID. HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sale of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. 5. d. 
144 7 - 

161 2 9 



r 



2 9 



2()2 



5 6 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 
66 13 - 



6 - - 
10 - - 



When 
paid. 



1841 



1840 



If not paid, 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



holder, George Window. 



- - holders, Messrs. Wilkins 
& Co. ; alleged to be liable, 

David Williams, William Williams, 

Jo. Richards, Evan Lewis, William 

Hughes and Samuel Church. 

1840. I .. holder, William Webb ; alleged to 

be liable. Thomas Willtams, Hugh BoU, Jo. 

Williama, W. Winston and James Sims. 

- - claimants, Messrs.Yaughan 
and Bevan, and S. Church, 
esq., solicitors. 

1889. 



1840 



648 18 - 



- - holder, Lancelot Morgan, 
esq., treasurer of the Cam- 

briali Friendly Society; alleged to be liable, 
Phillips Vaughan, David Price, Thomas Jones, 
Thomas Price,James Wheder and Thomas Davies. 

- - claimant, Mr. Phillip 
Vaughan, solicitor; alleged 
to be liable, Evan Proseer. 

- - claimant, Mr. Samuel 
Church, solicitor. 

- - claimant, Mr. W. Wil- 
liams, surgeon.- 



70 13 



CARDIGAN. 



money lent 
. ditto - 
- ditto - 



'. ditto 



for the purpose of emigration 
. ditto - - . - 

- - to purchase leather for a 
poor shoemaker. 

- - to build houses for the use 
of the poor. 

£. 



19 - - 



19 - - 



1888. 



holder, John Owens. 
. . holder, James Davies ;. alleged to 
be Kable, David Davies, J. Joneis 
Roderick Evans and David Morgans. 

- - tiolder, Jo. Jones ; al- 
leged to be liable, Thomas 
Jones and James Evans. 



CAHMARTHEN- 



money lent 



charity money 
- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 
. ditto - 

law expenses 
. ditto - 

money lent 

84. 



towards building a poor-house 



applied to parochial purposes. 
- - to pay a balance owing to 
fbrmer overseers. 



to discharge law expenses 



for the purposes of emigration 



— to purchase houses and 
gardens for the use of paupers. 



incurred in a case of settlement 
- ditto - . - . 



to repair the church 



103 - - 



1836. 



- - holders* Messrs. Anny Edwards 
and Sons ; alleged to be liaUe, W|l. 
liam Davies, Thomas Griffiths, Isaac 
Jones and others. 

- - holder, Evan Evaoa ; al- 
leged to belkble,Ja3^ Jones, 
Evan Williams and others. 

- - holder, David Evans; 
alleged to be liable, Benjamin 
Jones, John Evans and others. 

- - holder, Evan Francis ; 
alleged to be liable, Thomas 
Davies, W.Dickins& others. 

- • holders, the trustees of the Bro«d 
Oak and Farmers* Arms Benefit 6p- 
dedes ; alleged to be liable, David 
Jones, David Lewes, Thos. Thomas, 
Evan Evans and John Joseph. 

- - alleged to be liable, David 
Jones and William Thomas. 

- - holder, Mr, Abraham 
Tl|omas. 

(continued.) 
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RETURN OP DEBTS, UABILITISS AND BNQA6BMBNT8 CLAIMBD AGAINST THR 



CA RM ARTHEN- con/imi^d. 



PARISH. 



LlaapiimfMaint - 

Llanybyiber 

Ditto - 

Ditto - 

Maiy, Saint 
Newchoroh 

Penoarreg 
Ditto - 



UNION. 



Carmarthen 

Lampeter 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Llanelly 
Carmarthen 

Lampeter 

- ditto 



Amoimt of Debt 

claimed against the 

Po«r Ratee at 

tlie time of the pawing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

Mth August 1834. 



£. $. d. 
40 - - 



40 - - 

40 - - 

20 - - 
104 16 9 

68 - - 

7 - - 

21 - - 



1,179 10 9 



Whether Menrad by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Ratet. 



Whether 
tecvcd by Note or Bin 

given by 

Parish Oifioert or othere 

on Hhalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge oa 

the Poor Ratea. 



by BOto 



ditto 



ditto 



- - by an entry in the 
vestry book. 

- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto - - - 



- - by a memorandum in 
the viBstry book signed 
by the parishioners. 

- - by note giyea by a 
parish officer, and othen. 



CARNARVON. 



Aberaroh 



Ditto - 

Aberdaron 

Bangor 

IHynnog - 
Droygyfylchi 
Eglwys Rhas 
G7«n 



Uanaelhtiani 
Uaaarmon 

TtlanbftWig 



Uscndndno 
Uandwrog 



Uiaoigwi 
Lknfiliangel-y-PenBant 



Pwllheli 



- ditto 



ditto 

- Bangor and Beaumaris 

Carnarvon - 
Conway 

- ditto 

- ditto 



PwllheU - 
- ditto 

Ciirnarvon - 



Conway 
Carnarvon 



Pwllheli 
Fdstiniog 



100 - - 

150 - - 

«0 - - 

200 - - 

126 - - 

20 - - 

185 - - 

200 - - 

84-9 

20 - - 

1,000 - - 

26 4 - 

118 - - 



100 - - 

30 - - 



- - by a charge on the 
sates under the 59th Geo. 
$y €. 12. 



by note 



ditto 



by note 



- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by tJie 
parish officers. 

- - by bond given by the ] 
parish officers and others 
in 1838. 



- - by note g^ven by the 
parish officers. 



by notes 



by note 
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C ARM A RTH EN—ctmiinued. 



Connderation 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 

ditto - 

ditio - 

ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 



ditto 
ditto 



money lent 



- ditto 



Purpose for 
which Debt ineumd. 



- - a debt originally incurred 
about forty years ago, to 
defray law expenses; since 
discharged by the parties 
liable on the security, who 
claim repayment by the parish. 

- - partly for the purposes of 
emigration, and partly to- 
wards rebuilding a bridge. 



for emigration purposes 



- - to liquidate a previous debt 
owing by the parish. 
• » to defray law expenses in- 
curred in a case of removal, 
to defray law expenses 



ditto 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Pioduce 

of the 

Sole of Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. 8. d. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rataa 

or 
other Souroea. 



- - towards the cost of a county 
bridge. 



£. «. d. 
40 - - 



68 18 5 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Namea 

of the Partien liable. 



- - holder, the Rev. Joshua 
Davis ; alleged to be liabloi 
David Hughes, Rees Davies, 
Thomas Thomas, William 
Davies and James Thomas. 

- - holder, Benjamin Jones : 
alleged to be liable, David 
Hughes and John Thomas. 

- - claimant, Hannah Evans, 
widow. 

- - holders, a benefit society. 



21 - - 



222 18 5 



- - holder, David Davies; 
alleged to be liable, George 
Thomas, David Davies, John 
Davies and Richard Davies. 
claimant, Thomae Morgan. 



CARNARVON. 



law expenses 
money lent 

. ditto - 

- - charity money 
applied, 
money lent 

- ditto . 



- - towards building nine cot- 
tages for the use of the poor. 



ditto 



- - incurred in cases of re- 
moval and bastardy. 



law expenses 
money lent 

. ditto - 



law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 
{ law expenses 



to relieve the poor 



- - to pay county rate and 
law expenses. 

- - towards building the church 
in 1780. 

- - to build houses for the use 
of the poor. 

- - to build houses for the use 
of the poor, and pay o£f a 
previous debt. 



to defray law expenses. 

- - to build a poor-house and 
workhouse. . 

- - incurred in cases of bas- 
tardy and pauper settlements. 

- - tO; defray law expenses and 
medi<»l charges, and to pay 
county rate. 

to relieve the poor 

incurred in a case of bastardy 



126 - - 



1888. 



- - holder, William Carry \ 
alleged to be liable, Griffith 
Williams and Wm. Evans, 
Lewis Williams, Thomas 
Griffiths and Thomas Jones. 

- - holder, Mr. Williams ; 
alleged to be liable, Griffith 
Williams, William Evans, 
and Griffith Morris. 

- - allied to be liable, Wm. 
Jones, Wm. Jones, and Hugh 
Griffith. 

- - holders, the Bangor Bank ; 
alleged to be liable, Mr. Wm. 
Lewis, and others. 



;)T 



1181 - - 



80! 
so! 



claimant, Mr. DavidWilliams. 



1838.. 



1840. 



- - holders, the pxeoutors of 
David Jones. 

- - holder, Grace Roberts; 



- - holders, the executors of 
the late Dorothy Owen, of 
Carnarvon, widow. 
. . claimant, Mr. Jobn 
H^hes, Bangor. 



84* 



Q 2 
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RETURN OP DEBTS, lylABILlTIES AXD EXGAGEMK^TS CLAIMED AGAIKST THE 



CARJiARYOm—continued. 



PARISH. 



Llangian - 

Llaug^'nadle 

Llanlleched 

Ditto - 
Llanlljfni - 

Ditto - 

Llannor 

Llanrug 
Llanwnda - 

Lljsfaen * 
Pifltill 

Ditto - 
Rhiw 

Ynyecynhaiam 



UNION. 



PwUheli 

- ditto 

- - Bangor and 
Beaumaris. 

- ditto 
Cainarvon - 

. ditto 

Pwllheli 



Carnarvon 

- ditto 

Conway 
Pwllheli 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Festiniog 



Amount of Debt 

claimed a^nit the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the pasung 

the Poor Law 

Amendmeat Act, 

14th August 1854. 



£. S. d. 

100 - - 

40 ^ - 

6 - - 

6 - - 

150 - - 

did 4 6 

280 - - 



80 - - 

70 - - 

40 - - 

140 - - 

20 - - 

26 - - 

800 - - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



8,749 9 8 



Whether 
second by Note or Bill 

girenby 

Parish Officer* or others 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge oa 

the Poor Rates. 



by bond - - . 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



by note 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers in 1812. 



by notes 



by bond 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers and others. 



- - by bondogiven by 
about 40 parishioners. 



DENBIGH. 



Abergele - 
Ditto . 



Brymbo 
Bryn Eglwys 

Cerrig-y-Dmidion 



Denbigh 



Ditto 



Ditto 



Ditto - 

Uanbedr ( Dryfiiryn- 

clwyd). 
Llandrillo-yn-Rhas - 

LI anfair-tal-haiam 
Llunfwrog ... 



St. Asaph 

- ditto 

Wrexham 
Con^en 

- ditto 
St. Asaph 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

Ruthin 

Conway 

St. Asaph 
Ruthin 



78 1 4 
67 7 6 



25 8 10 
60 - - 

65 - - 



61 1 



195 17 


— 


80 16 


6 


14 19 


- 


5 - 


- 


16 14 


8 


28 - 


_ 


20 - 


— 


16 - 


- 



- - by note given by the 
vicar and churchwardens. 



- -bybondgivaibytlwchwch- 
vrardent and two ethen. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 
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CARNARVON —continued. 



Contideration 

of 

the Debt. 



Purpote for 
whkh Debt ineurrad. 



money lent 

- ditto . 

- - vestry clerk's 
salary. 

money lent 
. ditto - 

law expenses 

money lent 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 
law expenses 
money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 



to build houses for the parish, 
for the purposes of emigration 



- • to defray law expenses in 
oases of appeals. 

- - incurred in cases of appeals 
and road nuisances. 

- - to build parish cottages for 
aged paupers. 



- • to purchase furniture, Uc, for a 
fomilj, to prevent the same from being 
•old under an ezeeudon. 

to build a poor-house - 



- - to build four houses for 
the use of the poor. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid oat 
of theProdnee 

of the 

Sale of Pkroohial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



- - towards building houses 

for the use of the poor. 

for the purposes of emigration 



to build a church 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. 



313 4 6 



30 - - 



When 
paid. 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder and Names 

of the Parties liaUe. 



holder, Henry Parry. 

claimant, Morris Griffith. 

claimant, Thomas Jones, 
holder, William Hughes. 



- - holder, the Rev. William 

Williams ; alleged to be 

liable, Evan Roberts, William Evans, 

William Morris and William Jones. 

1638. 



- - holders, Owen Hughes 
and Hugh Hughes ; alleged 

to be liable, William Griffith, William Lloyd, 
William Owen and Griffith Jones. 

- - holders, the St. Cynfian 
Friendly Society. 

- - claimant, Mr. David Wil- 
liams, Pwllheli, 
holder, Mr. David Morris. 



607 4 6 



- - holder, Solomon Griffith ; 

alleged to be liable, L. M. 
Bennett, esq., William Evans, William 
Jones and William Thomas. 

holder, John Thomas. 



DENBIGH. 



law expenses 
money lent 

money lent 

- ditto - 

law expenses 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

medical attendance 

law expenses 

charity money lent 
/*- - ohfu^ty money 
\^ applied. 

84. 



- - incurred in cases of appeals against 
the settlement of paupers. 

to pay county rate 



sundry parochial purposes - 
- - to build a school-room, and 
a cottage for the schoolmaster, 
to build a school-room - 



- - incurred in a case of 
pauper settlement 

to build poor-houses. 

- - for the general purposes 
of the parish. 



20 - - 



35 3 10 
60 - - 



16 14 8 



1837 



18tO. 



1830. 



- - claimants, Messrs. Old- 
field, solicitors. 

- •' holder, Martha Btadrinim ; al* 
leged to be liable, the Rev. Richard 
Jachson and John Haghes. 



- - holder, Mr. John Jones ^ 
alleged to be liable, Robert 
Ellis and Cadwalader Jones. 

- - claimant, Mr. S. Edwardea, so- 
licitor; alleged to be liable, Bf. 
Roberts and R. Turner. 



- - claimant, Mr. Jt Vj Horae, 
solicitor; aliened to be liable, M. 
Roberts and six others. 

. - claimants, Messrs. Evans Ic Wil- 
liams, solicitors ; alleged to be liable* 
E. Edwards and three othera. 



- - claimant, Mr. R. Williams, 
dark to the borongh justices, 
claimant, Mr. Richwrd Lloyd- 



Q3 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND BNOAGBMBNTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



D £ N B I G U^continued. 



PARISH. 



Llangollen 



Llatirhaiadr 



Llannrst « 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor Rates at 

th^ time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act» 

14th Augast 1834. 



Corwen 



Ruthm 



Uanrwst 



£. s. d. 
8o - - 



30 - - 

10 - 

20 - - 

50 - - 



Llansilin (see Oswestry Ipcorporation in Salop). — 

xi_^.f_.|j^ . . Corwen - - i i6 - 



Uanynys 



Ruabon 



Asaphy St. 
Flint 

Llanasa 
Overton 



Eglwjsilan . 
Llanblethian 
Swansea « 
Ystraddyfodrog 



Corwen 
Ruthin 

Wrexham 



Annuity 



St. Asaph 
St. Asaph 

Holywell 
Ellesmere 



CardiflF 

- - Bridgend and 

Cowbridge. 

Swansea 

M erlhyr Tydvil - 



100 - - 

an annuity . of 
i6l. 
50 - - 

150 - - 
357 6 4 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bond or other' 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



Whether 
secured by >7ote or BUI 

given by 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Parish, 

not being a legal Charge uo 

the Poor Rates. 



. • by bond giTen by 
the parish officers. 



- - entry in the Yestry 
books. 



- - by note of the parish 
officers. 



by bond 



1.535 7 4 



16 - - 



FLINT. 



20 - - 



a - - 
3 - - 

105 - - 



260 - - 
360 - - 

50 - - 



821 - - 



- - by bond given by 
the parish officers 40 
years ago. 

by ditto - . - 

• - by bond given by 
the parish officers and 
others. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 



GLAMORGAN. 



100 

25 

350 

60 



535 - - 



by Gilbert's bond 



- - by bond given by the 
parish officers in 1786. 
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D E N B I G U-^^ntinued. 



Cooiideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



- - charity monies 
lent. 



money lent 



law expenses 



- - charity money 
lent. 

- - salary to a 
mole catcher, 
charity money • 



- - sundry paro- 
chial claims for 
maintenance of 
the poor. 



Purpose fur 
which Debt incQited. 



IF PAID, HOW, AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Prodace 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Properly. 



• - to pay a debt supposed 
to have been originally incur- 
red about 50 years ago, in 
building a poorhouse. 
- • to buila cottages for the 
poor. 



for the militia 



£. *. d. 



- - to build cottages for the 
occupation of paupers. 



- • applied towards the main- 
tenance of the poor. 



£. 



Paid oiil of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



£. s. d. 
51 - - 



50 



300 8 8 



5«3 7 2 



When 
paid. 



If not paid, 
Names of the Holder, and Names 
of the Parties liable. 



1840 



- » claimant^ Mr. John 
Vaughan Home. 

- - claimants, the church- 
wardens. 

claimant, Henry Conder. 



FLINT. 



- - dispensary ac- 
count, coalsy and 
law expenses, 
charity money - 



money lent 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 



applied to parochial purposes 



to buy men for the Navy 



- - to erect a building for the 
picking of cotton in. 
to build a poorhouse - 



- - expended for the use of 
the parish. 



120 



a6 - - 



4r> 



- - claimants, the stewards 
of a friendly society. 



I - •holders, Francis Richard 
^ Price, esq. and Mr. Joseph 
Rogers. 



GLAMOR G A N. 



mon^y lent 

- • charity money 

lent. 

money lent 



to build a poorhouse - 
to defray law expenses 

to repair and enlarge a 



^^^.1 --^ 



- \ \\o\der, David Rees. 






Digitized by 



Google 



124 



RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



MERIONETH. 



PARISH. 



Corwen • 

Festiniog 
Llanegryn • 



UNION. 



Amount of Debt 
claimed affain»t the 

Poor Rates at 

the time of the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amrudmeiil Act, 

14th AuguM 1834. 



Corwea 

Festioiog 
Dolgelley 



Llanelltyd- - - . ditto 
Llanfihangel-y-Pennant • ditto 



Llanfihangel - y - Trac- Festiniog 
than. 



Uaofnothen - - - ditto 
Llangelynin - - ^ Dolgelley 



£. s. d. 
350 - - 



so - 

170 - 

139 8 

114 - 

50 - 

67 - 

12 - 

69 - 



99» 8 - 



Whether secured by 

Gilbert's Bund or other 

Legal Charge 

oil the Poor Rates. 



Wheth<*r 
secured by Note or Bill 

Itiven hjf 

Parish Officers or others 

on behalf of the Pariah, 

not being a legal Charge on 

the Poor Rales. 



- - by bill given by the 
parish olhcers. 

- - by bond given by the 
parish officers and others. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by bond and note 
given by the principal 
inhabitants. 

- - by note given by the 
parish officers. 

- ditto - 



- - by bill given by the 
parish officers. 



MONTGOMERY. 



Cemnoes 

Kerry 



Llandinam 
Llangerrig 



Llangyniew 
Llangynog 

LIunidloes 



Llanwyddelan 



Machynlleth 



Newtown and Llan- 
idloes. 



ditto 
ditto 



Uanfyllin 
- ditto 



Newtown and Llan- 
idloes. 



ditto 



60 - - 



50 - - 



21 19 


2 


178 7 

12Q la 

22 6 


6 
8 



35 - - 

250 - - 

47 - - 

JOG 3 - 

93 - - 

133 3 - 



16 - - 
171 - - 

50 - - 



- - b V note given by the 
parish officers. 

- - by note given) by the 
vicar and churcbwar* 
dens. 



- - by note given by the 
parish officers and prin- 
cipal ratepayers. 



- - by note given by the 
parisn officers. 



• - by note given by the 
pari!>h officers. 
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MERIONETH. 



Consideration 

of 

tiie Debt. 



- • arrenrs of rents of 
cottages hired 63* the 
overseers for the use 
of paupers, medical 
charges* and law ex- 
prnses. 

money lent 

- ditto - 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

law expenses 
money lent 



Purpose for 
vhich Debt incurred. 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

• - to defray law expenses 
incurred in a case of pauper 
settlement, 
for repairs of cottages - 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

- - to build cottages for the 
use of the poor. 

- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



- - towards the relief of the 
poor. 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Produce 

of the 

Sateoi'Parochial 

or Incorporation 

Property. 



£. s. d. 



Paid out of 
the Poor Rales 

or 
other Sources. 



When 
paid. 



£. 
350 



d.\ 

- 1837-8-9 



20 - - 
170 - - 



10 - - 
10 - - 
i« - ~ 



572 - - 



1839 
1838 



1839 
1840 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder, an(i^ Names 

of the Parties liable. 



- - holders, Jones and Wit* 

Hams. 

holder, Mr. John Owen. 



holder, Edmund Morgan, 
holder, Robert Pritchard. 



MONTGOMERY. 



money lent 



• ditto 



law expenses 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - rent ci( tene- 
ments hired by 
the overseers for 
the use of pau- 
pers. 

money lent 

- ditto - 



money lent 



law expenses 



- ditto - 

- ditto - 



money lent 
84* 



- - to build four houses for 
the use of paupers. 

• - ^wards fitting up house 
of industry. 



- - incurred in cases of ap- 
peal against removals, 
incurred in cases of appeal - 

• - for a pros^ution of public 
nuisances. 



- - to purchase a house for 
the parish. 

- - to pay off a debt pre- 
viously incurred in defraying 
the costs of an appeal against 
an order of removal. 

- - for rent of houses hired for 
paupers. 

- - to pay arrears of rent of 
houses occupied by paupers. 



- - incurred in cases of ap- 
peals relative to pauper settle- 
ments. 



- - incurred in cases of ap- 
peals relative to pauper settle- 
ments. 

- - for the purposes of emigra- 
tion. 



197 - - 



53 - - 



16 - - 



50 - - 



1840 



1840 



1841 



- - holder, David Jones ; 
alleged to be liable, Edward 
Jones and William Jones. 

- -folders, The Stewards of 
the Kerry Benefit Society ; 
alleged to be liable, the 
representatives of the late 
Jol^nJenkins,clerk,andJohn 
Cojley and John Morris, 
claimant, Mr. B. Woosman. 



- - holder, John Jones ; al- 
leged to be liable, R. Ro- 
berts and 1 5 others. 



- - holder, Owen Lloyd; 
alleged to be liable, Mr. 
Hugh Jones, Mr. Richard 
Lewis, Mr. David Jerman, 
and Mr. Owen Lloyd, sen. 

- - claimant, Mr. Bo wen 
Woosman. 



- - claimants, the executors 
of the late T. E. Mursh. 



R 



Digitized by 



(pontinued) 

Google 
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RETURN OF DEBTS, LIABILITIES AND ENGAGEMENTS CLAIMED AGAINST THE 



M O NTG O M ER Y^^oniinued.. 



PARISH. 



Montffomery and Pool 

United District : 
Aston 
Barriew - 
Brompton and Rhiston 
Cast ewright • 
Chirbury - 
Churchstoke 
Cletterwood 
Forden - 
Hope 

Leighton • r 
Uandyftil 
Llanonerlwig - 
Montgomery * 
Pool Lower Division • 
Pool Middle Divieion 
Pool Upper Division • 
Trelystan - 
Woothen - 
Trefeglwys 



UNION. 



• - Newtown and 
Llanidloes. 



£. 



Amount of Debt 

claimed against the 

Poor lUte* at 

the tim« ot the passing 

the Poor Law 

Amendment Act, 

144b August 1834. 



s. d. 



6,685 - 



130 - - 

8 16 - 

20 - - 

4 12 - 

7 11 10 

11 7 - 

7 5- 

15 - - 



8,230 3 2 



Whether secured bjr 

Gilbert's Bond or other 

Legal Charge 

on the Poor Rates. 



- - by a charge on the 
poor rates under a local 
Act. 



Wbelh« 
secured bj Note or BOl 

eiven bj 

Parish Officers orothm 

on behalf of :lie Parish, 

not being « l^gal Charge <« 

the Pour Rales. 



PEMBROKE. 



David, St. 



Michaels, St. 

Narbeth, North 
Narbeth, South . 
Rosemarket 



Pembroke - 



- Ditto 

Narbeth 

- Ditto 
Pembroke 



8 - - 



300 - - 

80 - - 

30 - - 

8 8- 



426 8 - 



Nantwell 



Rhayader 



RADNOR. 



30 - - 



.30 - - 



by entry in vestry book 



Digitized by 



Google 
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MONTGOMER Y ^continued. 



Contideration 

of 

the Debt. 



money lent 



money lent 
law expenses - 

. ditto - 

- ditto - 

- - rent of a 
house occupied 
by a pauper, 
laur expenses 

i 

- ditto . 

- - valuation of 
the parish. 



Parpote for 
which Debt iiicorred. 



to build a house of industry 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 

- - incurred in a case of 
pauper settlement. 

. - ditto - - - 

- • incurred in respect of the 
lease of almshouses. 



- - incurred in recovering a 

poor rate. 

on account of paupers 



IF PAID, HOW. AND WHEN. 



Paid out 
of the Prodaoe 

of the 
Sale of Parochial 
or Incorporation 

Properijf. 



£. s. d. 



Paid oot of 
the Poor Rates 

or 
other Sources. 



s. d. 



J97 - - 



6,685 - - 



8 16 - 



7 11 10 

11 7 - 
7 5- 



6,838 19 10 



When 
paid. 



1840 



1840 

1839 
1836 



If not paid. 

Names of the Holder, and Names 

of the Parties liable. 



claimant, David £vans. 



claimant, Mr. Owens. 
- - claimant, Mr. Bowen 
Woosman. 



- PEMBROKE. 



- - arrears of sa- 
lary to the parish 
clerk, 
money lent 



law expenses 
- ditto • 



to build poor-houses 



- - cost of valuation made 
on order of justices. 



80 - - 

30 - - 

8 8- 



118 8 - 



1841 
1837 



- - daimanty Jane Perkins, 
widow of the late clerk. 



- claimant, Vaughan Lloyd, 



esq. 



RADNOR. 



money lent 



- - for the purposes of emi- 
gration. 



claimant, Richard Davis. 



made returns to the Poor Law Commissioners in compliance with a Circular Letter, addressed by them to the 
Commissioners having received the particulars of debts owing at the time of the passing of the Poor Law 
in the Return, although the terms of the Order do not comprehend debts of that description. 



84. 



(signed) fV. G. LumUy. 
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